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About Kadrey:
Richard Kadrey is a novelist, freelance writer, and photographer based

in San Francisco. Kadrey's first novel, Metrophage, was published in
hardcover in 1988 by Victor Gollancz Ltd., and went on to various other
American and foreign printings in paperback. Mac Tonnies' Cyberpunk/
Postmodern Book Reviews calls Metrophage "one of the quintessential
1980s cyberpunk novels," going on to describe "a gritty acid-trip through
an ultraviolent L.A. where nothing is what it seems… . Alongside novels
such as [William Gibson's] Neuromancer and Lewis Shiner's debut novel
Frontera, Metrophage helped establish the cyberpunk aesthetic: relent-
less, paranoid and playfully cynical." Kadrey's second novel, Kamikaze
L'Amour, is described by the same source as "mesmerizing… a surreal
(and distinctly Ballardian) account of synesthesia and mutant desire set
in the jungle-choked ruins of L.A." Kadrey's short story Carbon Copy:
Meet the First Human Clone was filmed as After Amy. The publisher
website, Amazon booksellers, and other sources list a July 15, 2007 pub-
lication date for Kadrey's next book, Butcher Bird: A Novel Of The
Dominion (Night Shade Books). Other works include collaborative
graphic novels and over 50 published short stories. His non-fiction books
as a writer and/or editor include The Catalog of Tomorrow (Que/
TechTV Publishing, 2002), From Myst to Riven (Hyperion, 1997), The
Covert Culture Sourcebook and its sequel (St. Martin's Press, New York,
1993 and 1994); Kadrey also hosted a live interview show on Hotwired in
the 1990s called Covert Culture. He was an editor at print magazines
Shift and Future Sex, and at online magazines Signum and Stim. He has
published articles about art, culture and technology in publications in-
cluding Wired, Omni, Mondo 2000, the San Francisco Chronicle, SF
Weekly, Ear, Artforum, ArtByte, Bookforum, World Art, Whole Earth
Review, Reflex, Science Fiction Eye, and Interzone. Source: Wikipedia
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He's in love, but doesn't have the words to express it or the courage to
say it. He smiles at his love. He buys her presents. He takes her to the
most expensive dinners he can afford. She cares for him, he knows. She
has no problem saying or expressing it. Now she's waiting for
something. She's waiting for him, for the words he can't get out.

After dinner, she doesn't ask him up. Things are going wrong. They
kiss, but he can feel her drifting away from him, sadly, but steadily. He
stands in the street and watches the light go on in her apartment. He
wants to shout at her window, but his throat is dry. His tongue feels like
old linoleum in his mouth.

He trembles with cold and frustration. Tears fall from his eyes. Not
tears. Flowers. Wounds open in his hands. Roses fall from his palms.
Lilies, magnolia blossoms, tulips, birds of paradise land at his feet. He
tries to call to her, but the words still won't come from his dry throat.

Later, when she opens her window she sees him lying in the street. He
seems to be asleep on a bed of fresh blooms. He's so weak from blood
loss, that she has to practically carry him inside. He leaves a trail of orch-
ids and hibiscus all the way to her room.
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