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About Kadrey:
Richard Kadrey is a novelist, freelance writer, and photographer based

in San Francisco. Kadrey's first novel, Metrophage, was published in
hardcover in 1988 by Victor Gollancz Ltd., and went on to various other
American and foreign printings in paperback. Mac Tonnies' Cyberpunk/
Postmodern Book Reviews calls Metrophage "one of the quintessential
1980s cyberpunk novels," going on to describe "a gritty acid-trip through
an ultraviolent L.A. where nothing is what it seems… . Alongside novels
such as [William Gibson's] Neuromancer and Lewis Shiner's debut novel
Frontera, Metrophage helped establish the cyberpunk aesthetic: relent-
less, paranoid and playfully cynical." Kadrey's second novel, Kamikaze
L'Amour, is described by the same source as "mesmerizing… a surreal
(and distinctly Ballardian) account of synesthesia and mutant desire set
in the jungle-choked ruins of L.A." Kadrey's short story Carbon Copy:
Meet the First Human Clone was filmed as After Amy. The publisher
website, Amazon booksellers, and other sources list a July 15, 2007 pub-
lication date for Kadrey's next book, Butcher Bird: A Novel Of The
Dominion (Night Shade Books). Other works include collaborative
graphic novels and over 50 published short stories. His non-fiction books
as a writer and/or editor include The Catalog of Tomorrow (Que/
TechTV Publishing, 2002), From Myst to Riven (Hyperion, 1997), The
Covert Culture Sourcebook and its sequel (St. Martin's Press, New York,
1993 and 1994); Kadrey also hosted a live interview show on Hotwired in
the 1990s called Covert Culture. He was an editor at print magazines
Shift and Future Sex, and at online magazines Signum and Stim. He has
published articles about art, culture and technology in publications in-
cluding Wired, Omni, Mondo 2000, the San Francisco Chronicle, SF
Weekly, Ear, Artforum, ArtByte, Bookforum, World Art, Whole Earth
Review, Reflex, Science Fiction Eye, and Interzone. Source: Wikipedia
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The demon was in Ted's kitchen, gnawing on the cat.
"I wish you wouldn't do that," Ted told the beast.
"You didn't seem to like the animal, and I was hungry. I didn't think

you'd mind."
"I do mind. And, no, I didn't like the cat. He belonged to my ex. But

that doesn't mean I want him chewed up by some smelly hell-spawn."
"So-orry," said the demon, tossing the half-chewed carcass into the

sink.
"Explain this whole thing to me again?"
"Sure, Ted. You're cursed. Your whole family is cursed. I don't want to

go into the dull details, but I'm your demon now. Boo."
"You're not really what I thought a curse would be like. You're more…

annoying."
"It's an old curse, Ted. Remember the second law of thermodynamics.

Entropy. Everything fades, the longer it runs."
"So if this other family that cursed mine — what was their name?"
"This is old world stuff. Fifteenth, sixteenth century. You've never

heard of them."
"But if this family got it together to — I don't know — make a sacrifice,

something to goose the curse back into high gear?"
"I'd be all over you like stink on a dung sprite." The demon took the

TV remote and tuned to a Japanese game show where a pantless man
was being spanked with a giant wooden hand wielded by a woman
dressed in a schoolgirl uniform. The demon laughed. "Don't worry. The
family is long gone. The last one died off back in the forties, when the
Nazis were tromping around Europe making all that noise."

"So the curse isn't likely to get any worse?"
"Nah."
"But it's not likely that you're going to go away, either?"
"Not likely. I'm your demon. Get used to it."
"There's nothing I can do?"
"Do you know any magic? Can you banish spirits? Perform an exor-

cism? I didn't think so."
"I could learn."
"You can't even program your VCR, Ted."
The demon smoked the last of Ted's American Spirits, flicking the

ashes casually between the cushions of the leather sofa. Ted went to the
refrigerator for a beer, but those were gone, too.
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