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Richard Kadrey is a novelist, freelance writer, and photographer
based in San Francisco. Kadrey's first novel, Metrophage, was
published in hardcover in 1988 by Victor Gollancz Ltd., and went on
to various other American and foreign printings in paperback. Mac
Tonnies' Cyberpunk/Postmodern Book Reviews calls Metrophage "one of
the quintessential 1980s cyberpunk novels," going on to describe "a
gritty acid-trip through an ultraviolent L.A. where nothing is what
it seems… . Alongside novels such as [William Gibson's] Neuromancer
and Lewis Shiner's debut novel Frontera, Metrophage helped
establish the cyberpunk aesthetic: relentless, paranoid and
playfully cynical." Kadrey's second novel, Kamikaze L'Amour, is
described by the same source as "mesmerizing… a surreal (and
distinctly Ballardian) account of synesthesia and mutant desire set
in the jungle-choked ruins of L.A." Kadrey's short story Carbon
Copy: Meet the First Human Clone was filmed as After Amy. The
publisher website, Amazon booksellers, and other sources list a
July 15, 2007 publication date for Kadrey's next book, Butcher
Bird: A Novel Of The Dominion (Night Shade Books). Other works
include collaborative graphic novels and over 50 published short
stories. His non-fiction books as a writer and/or editor include
The Catalog of Tomorrow (Que/TechTV Publishing, 2002), From Myst to
Riven (Hyperion, 1997), The Covert Culture Sourcebook and its
sequel (St. Martin's Press, New York, 1993 and 1994); Kadrey also
hosted a live interview show on Hotwired in the 1990s called Covert
Culture. He was an editor at print magazines Shift and Future Sex,
and at online magazines Signum and Stim. He has published articles
about art, culture and technology in publications including Wired,
Omni, Mondo 2000, the San Francisco Chronicle, SF Weekly, Ear,
Artforum, ArtByte, Bookforum, World Art, Whole Earth Review,
Reflex, Science Fiction Eye, and Interzone. Source: Wikipedia



Also available on Feedbooks
Kadrey:

	Metrophage
(1988)

	Butcher
Bird (2005)

	Zombie
(2002)

	A
Cautionary Tale (2002)

	SETI
(2002)

	Mudrosti
(2002)

	Second-Floor
Girls (2002)

	Bad
Blood (2002)

	Ubiquitous
Computing (2002)

	Chronalgia
(2002)





Copyright: Please read the legal
notice included in this e-book and/or check the copyright status in
your country.

Note: This book is brought to
you by Feedbooks

http://www.feedbooks.com

Strictly for personal use, do not use this file for commercial
purposes.






Even the rats were gone. There was nothing to eat, nothing left
to scavenge. Why should they stay? The great east coast fault line,
miles beneath Manhattan, had shifted dramatically for the fist time
in millions of years. A slip of ten feet had wiped out many of the
cities of the northeast, and had leveled Manhattan. Barnett was
going to rebuild the city.

His team had laid out the array of nanoassemblers all around the
island, sixty-four sets in all. This was Barnett's favorite moment
on any project—the hush before the storm, before the assemblers
began consuming everything in the area, rearranging their molecules
and creating something new. Barnett's nanomachines would eat rubble
and shit out a city. It was a wondrous thing, and right now, before
he hit the switch to begin the process, it was a perfect moment,
ripe with hope, beauty and possibility.

Of course, Barnett knew the reality of cities. When the people
returned to Manhattan, things would be the same as they always had
been. The litter. The noise. The stink of drunks pissing in
doorways. The loneliness of the place, most of all.

Helena didn't love him. She never would. Barnett was over the
initial devastation and had entered a kind of slowly throbbing
blankness. He wasn't angry with her. He couldn't be. He loved her.
And he was well aware of his long history of bad decisions where
love was concerned. Moments missed. Possibilities lost.
Opportunities squandered.

Helena would never love him, but Barnett would still have her.
The certainty of it thrilled him as he'd dismissed his crew to make
the final equipment inspections on his own. The feeling was with
him now as he stood at south end of the island in Battery Park,
looking out into the harbor. Barnett's radio crackled. Someone was
asking when he was leaving the island. Barnett turned off the
noise. He was utterly alone.

Then he pulled the remote from his jacket and pressed the
button. A buzzing filled the air. One minute later, a billion
billion nanobots erupted from the assemblers around the island,
like swarms off locusts, and began to eat the remains of the
city.

Helena had lodged herself, like a perfumed blade, in his heart.
Barnett would never let her out, and he'd make sure she'd never
want to leave him. The nanobots settled on his skin, systematically
dismantling his flesh and bones, rearranging Barnett's molecules
into pavement, street lights, sewage tunnels, electrical conduits,
elevator shafts, the glass skin slowly wrapping itself around
new-born skyscrapers, the stone wall circumscribing the resurrected
Central Park.

Barnett knew he'd mangled his life and could never rebuild it to
his satisfaction. But he could build a city, a perfect place, a
home where families would live and children would play, business
would flourish, art would thrive and life would begin again. And
when Helena walked down his streets and slept within walls made
from his blood and muscles, she would love him.

The last part of Barnett that the nanobots took was his face.
His smile vanished into the air, like the Cheshire Cat's.
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