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Richard Kadrey is a novelist, freelance writer, and photographer
based in San Francisco. Kadrey's first novel, Metrophage, was
published in hardcover in 1988 by Victor Gollancz Ltd., and went on
to various other American and foreign printings in paperback. Mac
Tonnies' Cyberpunk/Postmodern Book Reviews calls Metrophage "one of
the quintessential 1980s cyberpunk novels," going on to describe "a
gritty acid-trip through an ultraviolent L.A. where nothing is what
it seems… . Alongside novels such as [William Gibson's] Neuromancer
and Lewis Shiner's debut novel Frontera, Metrophage helped
establish the cyberpunk aesthetic: relentless, paranoid and
playfully cynical." Kadrey's second novel, Kamikaze L'Amour, is
described by the same source as "mesmerizing… a surreal (and
distinctly Ballardian) account of synesthesia and mutant desire set
in the jungle-choked ruins of L.A." Kadrey's short story Carbon
Copy: Meet the First Human Clone was filmed as After Amy. The
publisher website, Amazon booksellers, and other sources list a
July 15, 2007 publication date for Kadrey's next book, Butcher
Bird: A Novel Of The Dominion (Night Shade Books). Other works
include collaborative graphic novels and over 50 published short
stories. His non-fiction books as a writer and/or editor include
The Catalog of Tomorrow (Que/TechTV Publishing, 2002), From Myst to
Riven (Hyperion, 1997), The Covert Culture Sourcebook and its
sequel (St. Martin's Press, New York, 1993 and 1994); Kadrey also
hosted a live interview show on Hotwired in the 1990s called Covert
Culture. He was an editor at print magazines Shift and Future Sex,
and at online magazines Signum and Stim. He has published articles
about art, culture and technology in publications including Wired,
Omni, Mondo 2000, the San Francisco Chronicle, SF Weekly, Ear,
Artforum, ArtByte, Bookforum, World Art, Whole Earth Review,
Reflex, Science Fiction Eye, and Interzone. Source: Wikipedia
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Herzog's media empire had made him rich and his wealth had made
him the biggest landowner in Nevada. His building project lasted
for years, and the vast, networked device he was creating spread
across millions of desert acres like a Biblical plague. When Herzog
threw the switch to power up his new machine, a hundred million
prayer wheels began spinning in unison, sending his good wishes to
Heaven, smoothing the way for the death that even his fortune, he
knew, couldn't postpone forever.

To Herzog's surprise, his prayers were answered. He'd only hoped
that his gesture would buy him some goodwill when he finally
reached the pearly gates. Imagine Herzog's surprise when he looked
into the sky one morning and saw dozens of angels holding up
trumpets, flowers and fiery swords, circling his desert home. The
sheer weight of his mechanical prayers had hit Heaven like a
tsunami and the angels had come to take him away immediately, an
unexpected saint of the machine age.

Though he protested that he was no saint, the angels simply
smiled at his modesty, crowning him with flowers and lifting him on
their wings to take him to the special region of Heaven reserved
for mortals so saintly that they'd been called up before death. Of
course, Herzog was no saint. He was already a sick man, and
Heaven's thin air and high altitude, combined with a steady diet of
wine and sweet ambrosia, killed him in just over two weeks. The
alarmed angels did their best to save him, even sealing his soul
inside his decaying body so that it wouldn't get loose and wander
off while they worked out what had gone wrong. All Herzog could do
was lie there and watch through dead eyes as the angels discussed
his fate. Gradually he could see their attitude toward him change,
as it began to dawn on them that they'd been tricked by a
mortal.

One evening, the angels flew out of the palace all at once.
Through the windows, Herzog could see souls flooding into Heaven.
He knew immediately what was happening: Armageddon. The furious
angels were killing off the human race because of Herzog's
treachery. He watched the end of the world through foggy,
cataracted eyes.

When they were done, the angels took Herzog's desiccated corpse,
propped him up in a storage room, and forgot about him. Years went
by. Herzog waited for the final judgement and his inevitable
damnation to Hell. But nothing happened. Angels came and went,
retrieving jars of wine, replacing shields, stacking the room with
old furniture. Herzog wondered if he'd already entered Hell or if
he'd been forgotten by both God and Satan, and which possibility he
dreaded more.
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