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Chapter 2

Traynor didn't come. He hadn't made it.
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Mamma! Whereis mamma?Have the Devilbacksgot her? What aboutthe
others?Was everyonecaught excepthim? Trappedin the strangecageswith
wood-that-isn't-woodhat movedby itself barring the exit. The Devilbacksstare
hard, starewith their red eyeand the wood-that-isn't-woodentrapsthem all.
That must bewhat happenedo mammaandtheothersMamma! L% F>6=A L
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'Please.l don't want to die.' Pleasadon't kill me. Takeme backto mamma.
Backto the placewith wood-that-isn't-woodPleasadon't hurt me.Pleasedon't
stare at me and burn me. Please? Mamma!
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That sound,from the noise-box that awful sound.No! It meantthey were
calling it. TheKing Monster.Mammasaidit would eatanyonewho went near
it, eventhe DevilbacksKing Monster would eatother Monsters,including the
onesthe Devilbacksused.The Pair-Hunters werethe only oneswho couldfight
back.The noise-boxcalledthe Pair-Hunters, too. Mammasaidthey wereworse
than King MonsterbecauséheywereclevererMammasaidtheygot Papa.One
tracked him down and though he was safe in the bushes, it saw him and stared at
him. Mammasaid heforgot the mostevil thing aboutthe Pair-Hunters - while
hewatchedhe onein front, the onehedidn't seewent aroundbehind.Mamma
said Papaneversawit. Thetribe tried to savehim but the Pair-Hunters were
too fast and Papawas gone. Then the Devilbacksusedthe noise-boxto call
thePair-Huntersbackto their camp.Mammasaidthat if | everheardthe noise-
box,| shouldrun awayasfastasl| could.Hide in thetrees,or underthe bushes,
but getawayfrom whateverwasbeingcalled.l canhearthe noise-boxow but
there's nowhere to run and | can hear King Monster growling andE
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Traynor didn't come. He hadn't made it.
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