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Prologue
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Devilback!Run, run for my life. TheDevilbackis after me,they're all after
me,yelling and screeching.Hissing and spitting, I canhearthemÉ A net. I'm
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in a net, draggedbackwards.Screaming.Mother. Father.Help me. No! No,
don't let themtouchmeÉ don't let themtakemebackto thepen! I can't stand
thepen.Left in thesun for days,no foodor water,with my fur getting drier and
mangierasthe insectscrawl all over it, in my eyes,earsand mouth.Can't get
cleanenough.No family. No friends.Justthegrowling of theDevilbacks.Must
struggle, must get away from them must screamÉ
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Must getaway,run for my life. TheDevilbacks,yelling andhissing.Spitting.
I haveto protectthe family - evenif they catchmethe family must besaved.I
won't let themtouchmeÉ won't let themtrick meinto leadingthemto theoth-
ers.Thoseeyes,staring from everyangle,everytreeand bush.Every path. I'm
being watched.The Devilbacksthink they'll trick me, but I know not to be
fooled,not to let my kin go to their filthy campsto bekilledÉ They'll never
catchme,I knowhowto swing off that branch,overtheriver andthey'll losemy
scent.Not eventhe Devilbackscan track methrough water. Nothing will stop
me- No! No, thereweren't that many just now. Blocked,I'm blockedat every
turn. Filthy vile reptiles.Disgusting evil - No! Not theeye!Not themiddleeye!
Please. Oh, it hurtsÉ hurts so muchÉ pain, I can't take the painÉ no-
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Chapter2
Traynor didn't come. He hadn't made it.
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Mamma! Whereis mamma?Have the Devilbacksgot her? What about the
others?Was everyonecaught excepthim? Trappedin the strangecageswith
wood-that-isn't-woodthat movesby itself barring theexit. TheDevilbacksstare
hard, starewith their red eyeand the wood-that-isn't-woodentrapsthem all.
That must bewhat happenedto mammaandtheothers.Mamma!�L�%�F�>��� �6�=�A���L
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'Please.I don't want to die.' Pleasedon't kill me.Takemebackto mamma.
Backto theplacewith wood-that-isn't-wood.Pleasedon't hurt me.Pleasedon't
stare at me and burn me. Please? Mamma!
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That sound,from the noise-box- that awful sound.No! It meantthey were
calling it. TheKing Monster.Mammasaidit would eatanyonewhowent near
it, eventhe Devilbacks.King Monster would eatotherMonsters,including the
onestheDevilbacksused.ThePair-Huntersweretheonly oneswhocouldfight
back.Thenoise-boxcalledthe Pair-Hunters, too.Mammasaidthey wereworse
than King Monsterbecausetheywerecleverer.Mammasaidtheygot Papa.One
tracked him down and though he was safe in the bushes, it saw him and stared at
him. Mammasaidheforgot the mostevil thing aboutthe Pair-Hunters - while
hewatchedtheonein front, theonehedidn't seewent aroundbehind.Mamma
saidPapaneversaw it. The tribe tried to savehim but the Pair-Hunters were
too fast and Papawas gone.Then the Devilbacksusedthe noise-boxto call
thePair-Huntersbackto their camp.Mammasaidthat if I everheardthenoise-
box,I shouldrun awayasfastasI could.Hide in thetrees,or under thebushes,
but get awayfrom whateverwasbeingcalled.I canhearthe noise-boxnow but
there's nowhere to run and I can hear King Monster growling andÉ
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