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About Dickens:

Charles John Huffam Dickens pen-name "Boz", was the foremost Eng-
lish novelist of the Victorian era, as well as a vigorous social campaigner.
Considered one of the English language's greatest writers, he was ac-
claimed for his rich storytelling and memorable characters, and achieved
massive worldwide popularity in his lifetime. Later critics, beginning
with George Gissing and G. K. Chesterton, championed his mastery of
prose, his endless invention of memorable characters and his powerful
social sensibilities. Yet he has also received criticism from writers such as
George Henry Lewes, Henry James, and Virginia Woolf, who list senti-
mentality, implausible occurrence and grotesque characters as faults in
his oeuvre. The popularity of Dickens' novels and short stories has
meant that none have ever gone out of print. Dickens wrote serialised
novels, which was the usual format for fiction at the time, and each new
part of his stories would be eagerly anticipated by the reading public.
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THERE was once a child, and he strolled about a good deal, and thought
of a number of things. He had a sister, who was a child too, and his con-
stant companion. These two used to wonder all day long. They
wondered at the beauty of the flowers; they wondered at the height and
blueness of the sky; they wondered at the depth of the bright water; they
wondered at the goodness and the power of GOD who made the lovely
world.

They used to say to one another, sometimes, Supposing all the chil-
dren upon earth were to die, would the flowers, and the water, and the
sky be sorry? They believed they would be sorry. For, said they, the buds
are the children of the flowers, and the little playful streams that gambol
down the hill-sides are the children of the water; and the smallest bright
specks playing at hide and seek in the sky all night, must surely be the
children of the stars; and they would all be grieved to see their play-
mates, the children of men, no more.

There was one clear shining star that used to come out in the sky be-
fore the rest, near the church spire, above the graves. It was larger and
more beautiful, they thought, than all the others, and every night they
watched for it, standing hand in hand at a window. Whoever saw it first
cried out, T see the star!" And often they cried out both together, know-
ing so well when it would rise, and where. So they grew to be such
friends with it, that, before lying down in their beds, they always looked
out once again, to bid it good night; and when they were turning round
to sleep, they used to say, 'God bless the star!'

But while she was still very young, oh, very, very young, the sister
drooped, and came to be so weak that she could no longer stand in the
window at night; and then the child looked sadly out by himself, and
when he saw the star, turned round and said to the patient pale face on
the bed, 'I see the star!' and then a smile would come upon the face, and
a little weak voice used to say, 'God bless my brother and the star!'

And so the time came all too soon! when the child looked out alone,
and when there was no face on the bed; and when there was a little
grave among the graves, not there before; and when the star made long
rays down towards him, as he saw it through his tears.

Now, these rays were so bright, and they seemed to make such a shin-
ing way from earth to Heaven, that when the child went to his solitary
bed, he dreamed about the star; and dreamed that, lying where he was,
he saw a train of people taken up that sparkling road by angels. And the
star, opening, showed him a great world of light, where many more such
angels waited to receive them.



All these angels, who were waiting, turned their beaming eyes upon
the people who were carried up into the star; and some came out from
the long rows in which they stood, and fell upon the people's necks, and
kissed them tenderly, and went away with them down avenues of light,
and were so happy in their company, that lying in his bed he wept for
joy.

But, there were many angels who did not go with them, and among
them one he knew. The patient face that once had lain upon the bed was
glorified and radiant, but his heart found out his sister among all the
host.

His sister's angel lingered near the entrance of the star, and said to the
leader among those who had brought the people thither:

'Is my brother come?'

And he said 'No.'

She was turning hopefully away, when the child stretched out his
arms, and cried, 'O, sister, I am here! Take me!' and then she turned her
beaming eyes upon him, and it was night; and the star was shining into
the room, making long rays down towards him as he saw it through his
tears.

From that hour forth, the child looked out upon the star as on the
home he was to go to, when his time should come; and he thought that
he did not belong to the earth alone, but to the star too, because of his
sister's angel gone before.

There was a baby born to be a brother to the child; and while he was
so little that he never yet had spoken word, he stretched his tiny form
out on his bed, and died.

Again the child dreamed of the open star, and of the company of an-
gels, and the train of people, and the rows of angels with their beaming
eyes all turned upon those people's faces.

Said his sister's angel to the leader:

'Is my brother come?'

And he said, 'Not that one, but another.'

As the child beheld his brother's angel in her arms, he cried, 'O, sister,
I am here! Take me!" And she turned and smiled upon him, and the star
was shining.

He grew to be a young man, and was busy at his books when an old
servant came to him and said:

'Thy mother is no more. I bring her blessing on her darling son!'

Again at night he saw the star, and all that former company. Said his
sister's angel to the leader.



'Is my brother come?'

And he said, 'Thy mother!'

A mighty cry of joy went forth through all the star, because the mother
was re-united to her two children. And he stretched out his arms and
cried, 'O, mother, sister, and brother, I am here! Take me!'" And they
answered him, 'Not yet,' and the star was shining.

He grew to be a man, whose hair was turning grey, and he was sitting
in his chair by the fireside, heavy with grief, and with his face bedewed
with tears, when the star opened once again.

Said his sister's angel to the leader: 'Is my brother come?'

And he said, 'Nay, but his maiden daughter.'

And the man who had been the child saw his daughter, newly lost to
him, a celestial creature among those three, and he said, 'My daughter's
head is on my sister's bosom, and her arm is around my mother's neck,
and at her feet there is the baby of old time, and I can bear the parting
from her, GOD be praised!'

And the star was shining.

Thus the child came to be an old man, and his once smooth face was
wrinkled, and his steps were slow and feeble, and his back was bent.
And one night as he lay upon his bed, his children standing round, he
cried, as he had cried so long ago:

'T see the star!'

They whispered one another, 'He is dying.'

And he said, T am. My age is falling from me like a garment, and I
move towards the star as a child. And O, my Father, now I thank thee
that it has so often opened, to receive those dear ones who await me!'

And the star was shining; and it shines upon his grave.
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The Battle of Life: A Love Story is a novel by Charles Dickens, first
published in 1846. It is the fourth of his five "Christmas Books",
coming after The Cricket on the Hearth and followed by The
Haunted Man.

It is noteworthy in that it is the only one out of the five books that
does not have any use of supernatural elements. It bears the
greatest resemblance to The Cricket on the Hearth in two aspects:
that it is not a social novel and that it is resolved with a romantic
twist. As is typical with Dickens, the ending is a happy one, and
some might argue an overly happy one.
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