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About Shakespeare:

William Shakespeare (baptised 26 April 1564 — died 23 April 1616) was
an English poet and playwright, widely regarded as the greatest writer
in the English language and the world's pre-eminent dramatist. He is of-
ten called England's national poet and the "Bard of Avon" (or simply
"The Bard"). His surviving works consist of 38 plays, 154 sonnets, two
long narrative poems, and several other poems. His plays have been
translated into every major living language, and are performed more of-
ten than those of any other playwright. Shakespeare was born and raised
in Stratford-upon-Avon. At the age of 18 he married Anne Hathaway,
who bore him three children: Susanna, and twins Hamnet and Judith.
Between 1585 and 1592 he began a successful career in London as an act-
or, writer, and part owner of the playing company the Lord
Chamberlain's Men, later known as the King's Men. He appears to have
retired to Stratford around 1613, where he died three years later. Few re-
cords of Shakespeare's private life survive, and there has been consider-
able speculation about such matters as his sexuality, religious beliefs,
and whether the works attributed to him were written by others.
Shakespeare produced most of his known work between 1590 and 1613.
His early plays were mainly comedies and histories, genres he raised to
the peak of sophistication and artistry by the end of the sixteenth cen-
tury. Next he wrote mainly tragedies until about 1608, including Hamlet,
King Lear, and Macbeth, considered some of the finest examples in the
English language. In his last phase, he wrote tragicomedies, also known
as romances, and collaborated with other playwrights. Many of his plays
were published in editions of varying quality and accuracy during his
lifetime, and in 1623 two of his former theatrical colleagues published
the First Folio, a collected edition of his dramatic works that included all
but two of the plays now recognised as Shakespeare's. Shakespeare was
a respected poet and playwright in his own day, but his reputation did
not rise to its present heights until the nineteenth century. The Ro-
mantics, in particular, acclaimed Shakespeare's genius, and the
Victorians hero-worshipped Shakespeare with a reverence that George
Bernard Shaw called "bardolatry”. In the twentieth century, his work was
repeatedly adopted and rediscovered by new movements in scholarship
and performance. His plays remain highly popular today and are con-
sistently performed and reinterpreted in diverse cultural and political
contexts throughout the world. Source: Wikipedia
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As the dial hand tells o'er
The same hours it had before,

Still beginning in the ending,
Circular account still lending,

So, most mighty Queen we pray,
Like the dial day by day

You may lead the seasons on,
Making new when old are gone,

That the babe which now is young
And hath yet no use of tongue

Many a Shrovetide here may bow
To that empress I do now,

That the children of these lords,
Sitting at your council boards,

May be grave and aged seen
Of her that was their fathers' queen.

Once I wish this wish again,
Heaven subscribe it with "Amen".
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William Shakespeare

Venus and Adonis

Venus and Adonis is a poem by William Shakespeare, written in
1592-93, with a plot based on passages from Ovid's Metamorph-
oses. It is a complex, kaleidoscopic work, using constantly shifting
tone and perspective to present contrasting views of the nature of
love.

William Shakespeare

Titus Andronicus

Titus Andronicus may be Shakespeare's earliest tragedy; it is be-
lieved to have been written sometime between 1584 and the early
1590s. It depicts a Roman general who is engaged in a cycle of re-
venge with his enemy Tamora, the Queen of the Goths. The play is
by far Shakespeare's bloodiest work. It lost popularity during the
Victorian era because of its gore, and has only recently begun to
revive its fortunes. (From Wikipedia)

William Shakespeare

Pericles, Prince of Tyre

Pericles, Prince of Tyre is a play written (at least in part) by Willi-
am Shakespeare and included in modern editions of his collected
works despite some questions over its authorship, as it was not in-
cluded in the First Folio. Many modern editors believe that
Shakespeare is responsible for the main portion of the play after
scene 9 that follows the story of Pericles and Marina, and that the
first two acts, detailing the many voyages of Pericles, were written
by a relatively untalented reviser or collaborator, possibly George
Wilkins.

William Shakespeare

King John

The Life and Death of King John, a history play by William
Shakespeare, dramatizes the reign of King John of England (ruled
1199-1216), son of Henry II of England and Eleanor of Aquitaine
and father of Henry III of England. It is believed to have been
written in the mid-1590s but was not published until it appeared
in the First Folio in 1623.

William Shakespeare

Coriolanus
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Coriolanus is a tragedy by William Shakespeare, based on the life
of the legendary Roman leader, Gaius Martius Coriolanus.
William Shakespeare

Richard 11

King Richard the Second is a history play by William Shakespeare
believed to be written in approximately 1595. It is based on the life
of King Richard II of England and is the first part of a tetralogy, re-
ferred to by scholars as the Henriad, followed by three plays con-
cerning Richard's successors: Henry IV, part 1, Henry IV, part 2,
and Henry V. It may not have been written as a stand-alone work.
William Shakespeare

The Merry Wives of Windsor

The Merry Wives of Windsor is a comedy by William
Shakespeare, first published in 1602, though believed to have been
written prior to 1597. It features the fat knight Sir John Falstaff,
and is Shakespeare's only play to deal exclusively with contem-
porary Elizabethan era English middle class life. It has been adap-
ted for the opera on occasions.

William Shakespeare

Cymbeline

Cymbeline is a play by William Shakespeare, based on an early
Celtic British King. Although listed as a tragedy in the First Folio,
modern critics often classify it as a romance. Like Othello, Meas-
ure for Measure, and The Winter's Tale, it deals with the themes of
innocence and jealousy. While its date of composition is unknown,
the play is known to have been produced as early as 1611. (From
Wikipedia)

William Shakespeare

Henry VI, Part 3

Henry the Sixth, Part 3, is a history play by William Shakespeare,
believed written in approximately 1590, and set during the life-
time of King Henry VI of England. It prepares the ground for one
of his best-known and most controversial plays: the tragedy of
King Richard III (Richard III of England). It continues the action
from Henry VI, Part 1 and Henry VI, Part 2, though they may not
have been written in that order.

William Shakespeare

Measure for Measure

Measure for Measure is a play by William Shakespeare, believed
to have been written in 1603 or 1604. It was originally classified as
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a comedy, but is now also classified as one of Shakespeare's prob-
lem plays.

The play deals with the issues of mercy, justice, truth and their re-
lationship to pride and humility: "Some rise by sin, and some by
virtue fall"
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