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Pinball Machines Were Sneakier Than You Think
[Retromodo]

There's a great read over at Cheap Talk about how digital pinball
machines changed the industry, back when there still was an industry.
They were big tables where you flick a ball around, but they were
smarter than you think.

In the olden days of pinball, there wasn't much to adjust. Free game
scores were hard wired into the machine and couldn't be changed. But
with the introduction of Williams High Speed in 1986, things got more
complicated.

The new machines would dynamically adjust the free play score based
on an algorithm. It also introduced a method where if you had already
scored a free game, it was impossible to win a random free game.

The post goes into much more detail over at Cheap Talk, but
ultimately, these algorithms, exploits, and the layouts of the tables
themselves got so complicated that new players couldn't figure out how
to master them. And, as we all know, pinball faded into the night. If
you're at all a fan of pinball, it's an interesting read. Head over to check it
out. [Cheap Talk via Retro Thing]

Image via ktpupp
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The Rock Explains How NASA Helps Our Rock [Nasa]

Cross promotions sometimes don't make much sense. I've got nothing
against Dwayne "The Rock" Johnson for agreeing to pitch NASA to
youngsters, but really, there are better ways to capture youth attention.

The Rock just wants to make sure we remember that NASA's
responsible for the rubber soles on our shoes, and the (apparently
humorous) inclusion of freeze-dried fruit in cereal. But c'mon, NASA.
We need fewer celebrity endorsements, more trips to Mars if we want to
keep kids convinced the organization has reason to exist. [Techland]
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If the Xperia X10 Partners Up, It'll Be With AT&T [Xperiax10]

Anyone hoping to see the Sony Ericsson X10 on T-Mobile, look away
now or you'll be sorely disappointed. Phandroid noticed that the
American version of the X10 won't support the necessary frequencies to
connect to T-Mobile's network.

Yup, even though the specs page lists support for UMTS/HSPA 800/
850/900/1700/1900/2100, Sony Ericsson is going to be localizing the
radios. From the source:

UMTS HSPA 800/850/1900 only available for phones sold in
Americas (except Brazil) and Australia. UMTS HSPA 900/1700
not available for phones sold in Americas. UMTS HSPA 1900/
2100 available worldwide.

So that means you'll still be able to find an X10 that works on T-
Mobile, just not in this country. You'll still be able to import if you want
to use your expensive handset with T-Mo's cheap Even More Plus plans.

This also doesn't mean that the X10 is definitely coming to AT&T.
Sony Ericsson wants to have a carrier relationship, but it depends on if
one works out. As it stands, if anyone will be subsidizing that huge $880
cost, it'll be AT&T. [Phandroid via Engadget]
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Here We Go Again: Camera Equipped iPod Touch This
Spring? [Rumor]

Just when you thought you could forget about the elusive bugger,
rumors about an iPod Touch with a built-in camera start up again. The
latest report points to a Spring 2010 refresh that will finally include a
video camera.

The latest rumor reads like it's August all over again, but it does have
one particularly disappointing aspect. According to the source, the iPod
touch camera will match the not-so-hot quality of the nano's.

Here's to hoping the engineers can somehow stuff the iPhone's camera
into an iPod Touch. Sure, there's not much space to work with in the
Touch, but we can believe. [The Examiner via 9 to 5 Mac]
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Put Good Looking Game Controllers On Your Tree [Design]

If you really want to put video game controllers on your tree, please
hang these up. They're a much better option than dangling your filthy
old Saturn controller by its cord. [Ponoko via Technabob]
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Apple Denying Support to Smokers? [Apple]

The Consumerist is reporting that two Mac users were denied
AppleCare coverage because the owners were smokers. Not because the
computers were damaged by second hand smoke, but because of OSHA
regulations.

According to separate reports, Apple denied coverage for two users in
2008 based on the fact that OSHA lists cigarette smoke as a biohazard.
Both techs refused service to the computers not because the smoke
damaged them, but because it's considered hazardous to a tech's health
to work on a contaminated unit.

Both owners tried to appeal their cases, even going all the way up to
Steve Jobs. Unlike this guy, they weren't as lucky.

These are just two isolated incidents though, and in the comments at
Consumerist some smokers are reporting having no trouble getting
Apple to service their computers. It appears to be on a case-by-case basis,
not a hard-set policy. Any smokers out there ever run into trouble
getting Apple to repair hardware? [Consumerist via Slashdot]
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Magic Mouse Drivers for Windows Now Available [Apple]

Magic Mouse owners lusting for multi-finger gestures on a PC can
stop wishing. Some good ol' fashioned hackery pulled Windows drivers
from the latest Bootcamp update. You can grab them here, report back
with results. [Uneasy Silence, thanks Dan!]
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The World’s Largest Earthquake-Safe Building [Architecture]

The new terminal at Istanbul's Sabiha Gökçen Airport is the world's
largest earthquake-safe building. You're looking at the over two million
square feet of scaffolding that support it, all resting on top of giant
geological roller skates.

Instead of being built on top of the soil, the whole structure rests on
over 300 isolators. These giant bearings let the building move laterally
during an earthquake. After Istanbul got rocked by a magnitude 7.4
monster in 1999, and another major quake predicted to occur within the
next 30 years, you can see why engineers decided to make this massive
building shake-resistant.

As terrible as a massive earthquake would be, it would be incredible to
see a building this huge move from side to side. Maybe we will in a
future "World's Strongest Man" event. [Wired]
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Gifts for Retro-holics Who Yearn for the Old Days
[Giftguide]

Are you trying to find a gift for one of those crazies who's always
going on about the superiority of vinyl, or who dresses like a character
on Mad Men? Here are some ideas for the retrophile in your life.

BTW, if you hate the gallery format as much as the Grinch hated
Christmas, click here.

Leica M7: DSLR schmeeSLR. Digital photography still can't match the
old-school beauty of film, and Leica's M7 35mm camera is one of the best
and most gorgeous out there. It's the kind of gift you'd hand down to
your grandkids, partly because it'll last forever and partly because it
costs enough that you need several lifetimes to get your money's worth.
The M7 also has an even-more-decadent Hermes edition which clocks in
at $14,000, but the normal M7 is available now and would send any
prosumer DSLR-owner into fits of jealousy. $5,500 [Link; Amazon]

Retro-Gen: Modern videogames are so complicated, so expensive,
so...3D. A true retrophile isn't interested in Modern Warfare 2, but could
be persuaded to play a little Sonic the Hedgehog 2, Streets of Rage 2 or
Toejam and Earl 2: Panic on Funkotron. The Retro-Gen, a little sorta-legal
handheld emulator, will play either original Genesis cartridges or ROMs
that you've loaded onto an included SD card. Plus, the entire system
costs less than some modern DSi or PSP games. $38 [Link; Video Game
Central Store]

French Press: Here's one where an irrational fear of the new is totally
justified. Your typical fancy, electronic drip coffee-maker spits out
watery, bitter brown liquid only technically identifiable as coffee, while
the French press (basically a glass jug with a mesh screen plunger)
produces rich, delicious coffee, retaining the essential oils that give a true
depth of flavor. Not only is it older, simpler, and cheaper, it's flat-out
better. $20 [Bodum French Press]

Set of 11 Kenny Loggins Albums on Vinyl: You know what, this is a
great gift for anyone, retrophile or not. Even if you don't have a
turntable, 11 of these albums would make excellent wall art. Matter of
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fact, I might just buy these myself. Go find your own Kenny Loggins
vinyl collection! $10 [eBay]

iPod Classic: Multitouch? OLED? Wi-Fi? Widescreen video? What about
the good old days, when convergence was a crazy futuristic concept and
PMPs were called MP3 players, because, well, that's all they did. The
iPod Classic is just about the only traditional hard-drive-based PMP left
on the market, and while it's better than ever (thin, long battery life,
spacious 160GB hard drive), it's still a relic of the past. I mean, seriously,
a click wheel? What is this, 2007? $250 [Link; Apple Store]

Classic Prints From The Onion: The comedy gods over at The Onion
have their very own gifts for retro-minded buyers, creating "classic"
Onion front pages from times in the publication's fictional history (what,
you didn't know it was founded in the mid-18th century as "The
Mercantile Onion" by Friedrich Siegfried Zweibel?). The all-time classic
is "Holy Shit: Man Walks on Fucking Moon," but "Whites Invent 'Rock
and Roll'" and "Mr. T Releases 'Pity List '86'" are both pretty amazing
things to hang on your wall, too. Guaranteed to stop passersby and give
them the giggles. $33 each, framed and matted [Onion Store]

Trip to the Computer History Museum: You can be a retrophile and still
love tech, and the Computer History Museum in Mountain View,
California is the best place in the country to revel in the fascinating
history of technological advancement. Right now, they're celebrating the
50th anniversary of the integrated circuit, examining the history of
computer chess and visible storage, and remembering Charles Babbage,
inventor of the first automatic computing engine. Among those
constantly rotating exhibits are jewels like the Cray 1 supercomputer, the
world's first ethernet cable and a Tandy TRS-80. Free admission [Link;
CHM Site]

DON'T BUY A Modern Smartphone: Anybody who yearns for the old
days is going to find the idea of a powerful, always-connected pocket
computer pretty threatening. Today's smartphones are as powerful as
the best desktop computers from ten years ago, and are only getting
better. An iPhone, Droid or Palm Pre might well explode a retrophile's
mind all over his face. But if he's submitted to peer pressure and allowed
a thoroughly modern iPhone into his classic-rock life, we do have one
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recommendation: The iRetroPhone iPhone app, which simulates an old
rotary phone. $1 [iTunes]

Don't forget to recommend your own favorite retro-centric gift in comments-
include pics and pricing if possible.

All Giz Wants is our annual round-up of favorite gift ideas, including
amazing attainable objects and a few far-out fantasies. We'll be popping guides
catered to different interests several times per day for the next week, so keep
checking back.
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3D Scanning, a Webcam's Latest Trick [Cameras]

We've seen cameras do all kinds of crazy things. DIY 3D photography,
augmented reality, and now this demo by Qi Pan shows how an
ordinary webcam can model objects in 3D.

I'm in no position to discuss the amount of technical wizardry in play
here, but I do think the interface is really great. Look at how it overlays
scanned textures on the person's hand to create a transparency effect.
Neato!

It's definitely a whiz-bang application, but like augmented reality, I'm
not sure how much I need it. Someone needs to figure out how to scan
and print a sandwich. Now that would be something. [Pro Forma via
Boing Boing]
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Robot Polar Bears: Less Dangerous Than Real Bears, For Now
[Robots]

Instead of replacing the St. Louis Zoo's deceased polar bears with live
ones, zoo officials put robots up in their place. This slightly-better-than-
average yard display will surely be remembered as the humble
beginning of the robot bear uprising.

The robot polar bears are part of the zoo's holiday exhibit, and it's
unclear if they'll be around after the season is over. Let's face it, though.
These would have to be some damn good robot bears to convince me to
see them over live polar bears.

PETA is encouraging the zoo to keep developing the animatronic
animals, but listen PETA, hear me out. Sure, you're trying to keep
animals out of captivity. You're also promoting the creation of an
advanced, highly mobile robot bear army.

I encourage you to rethink your position. [Inhabitots via Inhabitat]
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Wired for the Apple Tablet [Apple Tablet]

We still don't know what the fabled Apple Tablet actually looks like,
or if it even exists, really, but this concept magazine reader from Condé
Nast gives us a glimpse at what to expect from tablet apps.

Turn down your volume before hitting play, loud techno music
awaits. Down? OK, good. Now let's look at what we've got here. It's
about what you would expect from a tablet magazine reader. The big
screen lets you soak in the magazine layout without zooming, and the
graphics are big and interactive. In a nutshell, it looks like a hi-res iPhone
app.

According to the source, Condé Nast doesn't want to take any chances,
and the app is a precautionary measure to make sure they're ready if/
when the device comes out. So don't take this to mean that launch is
imminent. Take it as a sign that even if the tablet doesn't exist, it should,
because a lot of huge publishing companies are more than willing to
throw their weight behind it. [Wired]
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How Do You Hide From the Internet? [Internet]

Wired writer Evan Ratliff spent 27 days in constant fear of getting
caught as a small army of amateur and professional investigators hunted
him. He had a bounty on his head and the Internet nipping at his heels.

Vanish, a combination of a manhunt and an experiment, began at 5:38
pm on August 14, 2009 as a bold headline on Wired proclaimed "Author
Evan Ratliff Is on the Lam. Locate Him and Win $5,000." We would
discover if someone could disappear in today's world, or whether the
electronic trails from ATM, email, and cell phone usage would give him
away.

Of course, in Evan's case it wasn't just a few concerned family
members or police officers looking. It was any person on the Internet
whose curiosity was aroused, either by the sheer challenge or by the
bounty. Any and all traceable information would be shared over the next
few weeks. Soon Evan's phone records, credit card statements, IP
dumps, interviews with friends, and anything that his hunters could dig
up would be posted on Twitter, Facebook, and Wired's own site.

The end goal for the hunters was to locate Evan, photograph him after
giving the codeword "fluke," and then submitting that photo along with
a codeword Evan would provide to Wired. And after 27 long days,
someone did just that. Evan was caught.

You can read the entire tale here. As you do, consider whether Evan
made any genuine mistakes or whether his capture was simply
inevitable. Is there a way to disappear, without giving up travel and
technology? How would you do it? [Wired]
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Windows 7 Sales Are Great (Just Like Vista Sales in 2007)
[Flashback]

March, 2007: Windows Vista's initial sales are great, "more than
doubling" those of its predecessor, Windows XP. Flash forward to
November, 2009: Windows 7 initial sales are 234% higher than Vista's.
Those numbers sound awfully similar...

What does this all mean? To be honest, not all that much—mostly, it
means that there are just more computers out there every year. But
what's kind of heartening, to me at least, is that it also means the general
public is more and more tech-savvy: An OS release is a huge deal for
nerds like us, but it's starting to be a big deal for Joe Sixpack as well.
Given that Windows 7-packaged hardware sales are actually lower than
Vista-packaged hardware in this time period, it means that people are
installing a new OS on existing computers, something that's no big deal
for us but could be intimidating for a tech neophyte. So this is a victory
for nerds everywhere. Go us! [Microsoft via NYTimes Twitter]
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Remainders - Stuff We Didn't Post (and Why) [Remainders]

Apple Patent Describes iPod UI "Pushed" to Other Devices...Philips
Announces Very Pretty Pro LCD Line...NYTimes Columnist Proposes
Boycott of "Pro-Communist China" Bing...Ooma Adds New Handsets
and International Plan...

Apple Patent Describes iPod UI "Pushed" to Other
Devices

An Apple patent filed in May 2008 describes a way of pushing whatever
UI Apple wants to non-Apple hardware, for consistency's sake. That
non-Apple hardware could include car stereos or something like the
Chumby One (which has iPod functionality, but with a lookalike UI). It's
a nice idea for Apple, but could be tricky given the myriad different
hardware that might want to take advantage. What if the hardware has a
resistive touchscreen, or a shitty processor? Might it just be better to use
a custom interface for iPod integration? Regardless, it's in Remainders
because it's not really that unexpected or interesting in its implications.
[MacRumors]

Philips Announces Very Pretty Pro LCD Line

Philips' new high-end LCD line looks pretty fantastic, with two
important caveats. First, let's drool a little: The two models (40- and
46-inch) have a 5,000,000:1 contrast ratio, 1ms response time, 5 HDMI
ports (not sure why you'd need that many, but whatever) and a 200Hz
refresh rate, with a nice brushed-aluminum look. Now, the caveats. First,
they're UK only, and second, they're prohibitively expensive at about
$3,000 and $4,100, respectively. Still, drool-worthy. [Engadget]
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NYTimes Columnist Proposes Boycott of "Pro-
Communist China" Bing

NY Times columnist Nicholas Kristof has proposed a boycott of
Microsoft's Bing search engine due to its supposed pro-Chinese-
government censorship of search terms like "Dalai Lama" and
"Tienanmen" when searched in simplified Chinese characters. In English
and other non-Chinese languages, the results you'd expect from
"Tienanmen" show up, but in Chinese, apparently it returns sanitized
results (no massacre, in that case). Since I'm not really sure how to type
simplified Chinese characters on an all-Amurrican MacBook Pro
keyboard, I haven't tested it myself—but if true, it's a little underhanded
on Microsoft's part, although certainly paling in comparison to, you
know, the Chinese government. What's odd is that Google's Chinese
search also returns censored results, but "to a much lesser extent," so I
guess it's okay. Weird stuff. [TechFlash]

Ooma Adds New Handsets and International Plan

Internet phone company Ooma began shipping its new Telo handset as
well as offering a very cheap international calling plan (500 minutes for
$5 per month). Ooma, for those who don't know (I assume this includes
everyone) varies from other VoIP services like Vonage by cutting out the
monthly fees, instead packing them into a fairly expensive set-top box, at
$250. So this international plan requiring a monthly fee is a big deal for
them, but it winds up in Remainders because I honestly had not even
heard of Ooma until this morning. Oops. [Electronista]
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My Dream Coffee Cup is Now Reality [USB]

Unlike T.S. Eliot's J. Alfred Prufrock, I can't measure life out in coffee
spoons. I tend to lose the darn things. That's exactly why this self-
stirring, self-heating, USB-chargeable coffee cup is the stuff my caffeine-
deprived daydreams are made of.

Brando calls it the USB Whirl Wind Warmer Cup and it's all too lovely.
It keeps your beverage at a comfortable 40°C and stirs everything up at
the push of a button. You can recharge the cup's batteries using either an
AC outlet or a USB port, so there's no reason to be left without stirring
power.

It's $37, and it may be my coffee cravings talking, but somehow that
doesn't seem too bad considering how much all my lost spoons add up
to. [Brando via Red Ferret]
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Earth's Weather Like You Have Never Seen It Before [Science]

This video shows Earth's weather from August 17 to August 26, 2009.
It also shows how beautiful this planet is, and how insignificant we are.
It was created at a 7-kilometer resolution with NASA's GEOS-5
atmospheric general circulation model.

The GEOS-5 atmospheric model was developed by NASA Goddard's
scientists. It's based on the Earth System Modeling Framework, an open
source project "for building climate, numerical weather prediction, data
assimilation, and other Earth science software applications."

To really appreciate its beauty, you can watch the 1080p high
definition video at NASA. [NASA via @NASAGoddard]
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OK, Now I'm Nervous About the Large Hadron Collider
[Blockquote]

I used to think that nothing would happen with the Large Hadron
Collider. I even made fun of the nutters saying it's going to destroy the
world. After reading CERN Director for Accelerators's latest statement,
I'm not so sure:

The LHC is a far better understood machine than it was a year
ago. We've learned from our experience, and engineered the
technology that allows us to move on. That's how progress is
made.

Wait wait wait. WAIT, Mr. Director for Accelerators Steve Myers Sir.
What do you mean that the machine is "far better understood" now?
How could they spend a billion brazillion dollars in this thing and don't
understand it in the first place? Do we really know what are we up to
here? Should I book a ticket to Costa Rica and go watch the end of the
world from the beach?

The LHC is now circulating beams for the first time since September
2008, when it suffered a serious malfunction. It has taken them a year to
repair it, which will explain the origin of the Universe or kick all our
atomic asses out of it.

The LHC is back
Geneva, 20 November 2009. Particle beams are once again
circulating in the world's most powerful particle accelerator,
CERN*'s Large Hadron Collider (LHC). This news comes after
the machine was handed over for operation on Wednesday
morning. A clockwise circulating beam was established at ten
o'clock this evening. This is an important milestone on the road
towards first physics at the LHC, expected in 2010.
"It's great to see beam circulating in the LHC again," said CERN
Director General Rolf Heuer. "We've still got some way to go
before physics can begin, but with this milestone we're well on
the way."
The LHC circulated its first beams on 10 September 2008, but
suffered a serious malfunction nine days later. A failure in an
electrical connection led to serious damage, and CERN has spent
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over a year repairing and consolidating the machine to ensure
that such an incident cannot happen again.
"The LHC is a far better understood machine than it was a year
ago," said CERN's Director for Accelerators, Steve Myers. "We've
learned from our experience, and engineered the technology that
allows us to move on. That's how progress is made."
Recommissioning the LHC began in the summer, and successive
milestones have regularly been passed since then. The LHC
reached its operating temperature of 1.9 Kelvin, or about -271
Celsius, on 8 October. Particles were injected on 23 October, but
not circulated. A beam was steered through three octants of the
machine on 7 November, and circulating beams have now been
re-established. The next important milestone will be low-energy
collisions, expected in about a week from now. These will give
the experimental collaborations their first collision data, enabling
important calibration work to be carried out. This is significant,
since up to now, all the data they have recorded comes from
cosmic rays. Ramping the beams to high energy will follow in
preparation for collisions at 7 TeV (3.5 TeV per beam) next year.
Particle physics is a global endeavour, and CERN has received
support from around the world in getting the LHC up and
running again.
"It's been a herculean effort to get to where we are today," said
Myers. "I'd like to thank all those who have taken part, from
CERN and from our partner institutions around the world."
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NewEgg Black Friday Deals Leak [Black Friday]

Some of NewEgg's Black Friday offers have surfaced and while we
don't know everything yet, a few of the deals we're seeing, such as a 2TB
HDD for $150, are looking pretty good.

According to Logic Buy, these deals are subject to change and there are
more offers to come. We'll be keeping an eye out for changes and update
as necessary.

Pre-Black Friday (Starts Midnight PST on Monday 11/
23)

Canon DC410 DVD Camcorder $199.99 (list: $279.99)
Antec 300 PC Case $49.95 (list $69.95)
Seagate 2TB External Hard Drive $149.99 (list: $179.99)
Monster 16ft High Speed HDMI Cable $29.99 (list: $54.99)
Viewsonic 8" Digital Photo Frame $49.99 (list: $69.99)
Logitech RX1500 3-Button Laser Mouse $12.99 (list $27.99)
Creative GigaWorks T40 Series II Speakers $69.99 ($149.99)
Logitech G11 Gaming Keyboard $43.99 (list $63.99)
Sparkle GeForce 8400GS PCI-E Low-Profile Video Card $19.99
(list $34.99)

Black Friday (starts 11/25 at 3PM PST)

10% Cash Back starts at 3PM PST on all products on
NewEgg.com
7" Digital Photo Frame $29.99
HDMI Cable - 6 FEET $1.99 after MIR
46" 1080P 120Hz LCD TV $699.99
430W ATX 12V Power Supply $16.99

[Logic Buy]
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Cop Tasers and Arrests a 10-Year Old Girl For Throwing a Fit
[Crime]

Are idiot cops with tasers in some sort of competition with one
another? I think the new record for stupidity belongs to Dustin
Bradshaw, the Arkansas police officer who zapped and arrested a
10-year old girl for throwing a fit.

Get this: the mother called police because her child was throwing a fit
about showering before going to bed. When the officer arrived the girl
was kicking and screaming on the floor and the mother suggested that
she should be tasered. Instead of saying something like "I don't have
time for this crap lady" and calling out child protective services, the
officer picked up the girl and carried her into the living room. At that
point the girl was reported to be "kicking violently" and one of those
kicks struck the officer square in the balls. The officer then proceeded to
taser the girl in the back, handcuff her and drag her off to the Western
Arkansas Youth Shelter.

If that wasn't bad enough, Officer Bradshaw was suspended for a
week without pay, not because he tased the girl, but because he failed to
use the camera attachment to record the incident. The girl, on the other
hand, will face disorderly conduct charges as a juvenile over the
incident. Seriously, what is it going to take before law enforcement
decides to rein in police abuse of tasers? Or can cops just go around
tasering babies and puppies at will? [AP via True Crime Report via Digg
Image via Flickr]
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Perhaps It is Time To Make "The Switch" to an Electric Razor
[Mods]

Because the original switch on this model was busted. Of course, the
modification looks like it would get in the way of a close, comfortable
shave. [TIFI via Boing Boing]
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Worry Not, Fight Club Has Not Turned Into a Horrible
Romantic Comedy [Blu-Ray]

If you picked up the new Fight Club Blu-ray edition, don't panic when
you see the menu screen. Edward Norton HAS NOT been replaced with
a Drew Barrymore character that makes out with her alter ego to vent
sexual frustration.

Let me explain: the menu screen for Never Been Kissed appears
momentarily when the disc is loaded, then reverts to the standard Fight
Club menu. It's actually a brilliantly hilarious gag perpetrated by director
David Fincher for the release. Not only are the two movies polar
opposites of one another, but Never Been Kissed outgrossed Fight Club
when both movies were released in 1999. To her credit, Drew has a good
sense of humor about the whole thing. As a producer on the film, she
gave the go-ahead for the prank. [A.V. Club via Yahoo Movies]
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This Week's Best iPhone Apps [IPhone Apps]

In this week's charmingly tawdry app roundup: Voices, creepily
modulated! Annoying trips to Kinkos, averted! Cats, artfully
superimposed! Photos, easily shared! iPhone speakers, blown! Call of
Duty, iPhone'd! Google Maps, humiliated! Certifiably good games,
discounted! And more...

To view as a single page, click here
Voices: There are a few voice modulation apps on the shelves of the

App Store, but none has captured Jesus' heart like Voices:

Retro tape recorder and microphone, cute icons, simple touch
interface, and sharing via Twitter, Facebook, and email, so you
can spook everyone with that infernal Reverse Voice effect. For
$1, it's impossible to resist.

Zosh: Signing things over email: a thing that is dumb. Zosh: a thing
that makes that process much easier.

Zosh is a $3 app that allows you to sign attached documents on
your iPhone. Basically, you forward the emailed document to
Zosh from the iPhone's mail app, then you open the Zosh app to
sign it (plus you can add a date and stuff).

I especially like this one because it's not just a good way to sign
documents on the iPhone, it's a good way to sign documents in general. I
mean seriously, who wants to scan their signature, or jitter one out in MS
paint? One catch: it only supports PDFs for now, so convert or die.

CatPaint: Negative space, as defined in the eminent McFairlyshire
Encyclopedia of Artistic Principles (1904): An area, perimeter or measurable
expanse that lacks cats. And one of the first thing they teach to you any
good art school is to fill it up, with cats. Facts! Enter CatPaint:

Cats can be added to preexisting photos or cat-scarce shots from
the iPhone's camera, and either saved to your camera roll or sent
via email. Using it takes a while to get used to: Once you've
selected a cat from the app's animal palette and set the slider for
size, each tap on the photo instantly splashes a new cat at the

28

http://cache.gawker.com/assets/images/gizmodo/2009/11/thisweeksiiips.jpg
http://gizmodo.com/5409698/this-weeks-best-iphone-apps/
http://gizmodo.com/5409228/sometimes-dreams-come-true
http://gizmodo.com/5408527/sign-documents-on-your-iphone-through-zosh-app
http://gizmodo.com/5407807/catpaint-for-iphone-single+pawedly-justifies-the-existence-of-the-app-store


point of contact, which can't be edited, save for a temperamental
shake-to-delete function.

It is the best thing, this app. A dollar.
Knocking: Live Pic Sharing: Uses server-side galleries to let you view

photos in sync with other people, which you can send or flip through by
"knocking." Ideal scenario: You're talking to your friend over the phone,
you want to show him a gallery of pictures, you tell him to jump onto
Knocking, and suddenly you're in control of his viewing experience. It
pretty much works like that. Free.

Blower: Real Air: Can you guess what this one does? Really, no? Then
you're probably a good candidate for spending money on it. For what it's
worth—something?—Blower explores the iPhone's absurd novelty
potential in a completely new way. From the reviews, a perfect
description: "It feels like an ant blowing on you."

Call of Duty: The control scheme isn't perfect, and the price ($10) is
high, but it's tough to argue with a Nazi Zombie shoot 'em up with the
Call of Duty name. Protip: switch to the tilt controls, because the overlaid
joystick is not good. (They never are!)

Magellan: It's a late entrant into a crowded field, and without
extensive testing it's hard to recommend plunking down for Magellan
RoadMate's $80 introductory price. That said, for Magellan devotees,
which probably exist somewhere, RoadMate is great news.

FunMail: MMSes are a bit of a conundrum. Like, it's great that you can
send pictures and sounds and all, but phones—even the iPhone—aren't
exactly the best tools for creating media, so you usually end up sending
some pretty basic stuff: pictures of puppies, brief voice recordings, hot
nudez, etc. FunMail takes whatever you type and converts it into an
MMS-able image, generally with some kind of punny adornment. Call
someone an ass, and there's a picture of a donkey. Say you want to get
coffee, and your recipient gets your message overlaid on a picture of a
mug. It's earnestly cheesy and a lot of the images look like clipart, but
this isn't always a bad thing. FunMail works over MMS, email or
Facebook, and it's free.

Fit or Fugly: Rounding out our cr-appier selections for the week, an
app that purports to measure your beauty according to some kind of
mathematical equation. It's not a good way to actually tell if someone is
attractive, nor is it a particularly well-executed app. It is, however, a
good excuse to tell your friends that their faces are asymmetrical, which
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evokes surprisingly intense responses. Try it! (The face thing, not
necessarily the app.)

Google Earth 2.0: You can create and store your own customized maps in
the desktop version of Google Maps, and save them to your
account—this is great for keeping running routes, sharing driving
directions and the like. You can view them in the new version of Google
Earth for the iPhone now, which is useful, and also sort of hilarious,
since you can't even access them in the official Google Maps app. Sound
silly? Welcome to the iPhone, y'all!

Konami Apps: Whooooole bunch good stuff discounted to $1 for a few
weeks, including: Field Prowlers, Frogger, Metal Gear Solid Touch,
Silent Hill: The Escape, Silent Scope, Krazy Kart Racing,
DanceDanceRevolution S, DanceDanceRevolution S+ -Power Pros
Touch. Decent stuff to take a look at, with a few gems—especially
MGS:T.

This list is in no way definitive. If you've spotted a great app that hit the store
this week, give us a heads up or, better yet, your firsthand impressions in the
comments. And for even more apps: see our previous weekly roundups here, and
check out our Favorite iPhone Apps Directory. Have a great weekend,
everybody!
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Spectacular Meteor Lights Up the Utah Skies [Space]

If you were hanging out outside in Utah on Wednesday night, chances
are good that you witnessed a pretty rare astronomic event: a friggin'
huge meteor that lit up the entire sky.

Clark Planetarium Director Seth Jarvis said the stony meteorite
was probably traveling 80,000 miles an hour when it hit our
atmosphere. He said it happened 100 miles up in the air; so
despite the brightness, Utah was never in any danger. "These
collisions can do damage, but they are extremely rare; and
literally once in a century do you observe something that's
actually doing damage," he said. Witness Andy Bailey said, "Oh,
it lit up the whole sky, like almost brighter than the day. It was
bright." Don White was in Wyoming and told KSL Newsradio for
a moment he suspected a nuclear strike. "With something that
brilliant and that fast, it was like, whoa, did we just get hit or
something? It would have been some bigger noise I guess if a
nuclear device had gone off," he said.

[KSL via Boing Boing]
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Gifts for Science Nerds Who Love To Experiment [Gift
Guide]

Meteorites, microscopes, or mixing things to go boom. Your science
nerd loves it all. Here are a couple of gift ideas for that space explorer,
mad scientist, or engineer in your life.

BTW, if you hate the gallery format as much as the Grinch hated
Christmas, click here.

Lego: It's not really a secret that Lego building blocks are widely
loved. They're perfect for any age, but a particularly fun gift for an
engineering or physics nerd who lacks some brightly-colored fun.
Whether you go for a Millennium Falcon, a Mindstorms NXT robot set,
or a smaller kit, just be sure your beloved recipient has time for
construction. If you've got a younger nerd-in-the-making, check out
programs like Dean Kamen's FIRST, which encourages learning and
development of science, math, and technology through hands-on
activities (many of which are Lego-based). Prices vary widely [Lego;
Image Source]

BuckyBalls: 216 pellet-shaped rare earth magnets may scream
"physics lesson," but in reality they're a jar full of fun. Your science nut
can construct all sorts of 3D shapes for hours of mindless—or extremely
brain-intensive—entertainment. And should he ever manage to get
bored with the balls, he can just use them for one heck of a refrigerator
magnet collection. $30 Link; Busted Tees]

DON'T BUY A Star: I don't know how you could imagine that getting
someone a sheet of paper proclaiming that you've named a star after her
is a clever idea. It's a scam to begin with and even the most thoughtless
gift certificate would be a better idea (and won't leave you stuttering that
you thought she "likes space and umm..stuff").

Photo by jared
I've never seen a stocking that didn't like being filled with a bit of

awkward science-themed, cotton-based humor and somehow science
nerds in particular have a soft spot for geeky shirts. You can head to
ThinkGeek, Threadless, and Snorg Tees if you're looking for some of the
shirts we've mentioned in the past—my personal favorite is still the
ingredient shirt. $19 [Snorg Tees]

Chemistry Experiment Kit:This one's more geared to the younger lab
rats, but no science nerd should miss out on a proper chemistry set. This
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C3000 set is a nice splurge, and even guides you through building a DIY
fire extinguisher for when experiments go wrong, but you can certainly
go for a smaller kit or even put one together on your own. $230
[Scientifics]

Casio EX-FC100: Science types want to document the entire world in
pictures and video. Thanks to technological advancements, falling prices
and MythBusters, highspeed slow-mo photography has carved out a
nerdy niche in recent years. Casio's EX-FC100 may not be an EX-F1, but
it's nice and small and has most of that slow mo covered, plus some nice
nature-watcher tricks in still shooting, too. Despite the fact that still
picture quality isn't as high as a similarly sized Canon, the FC100's set of
unique talents make it a worthwhile toy for active observers of the
physical world. $226 [Review; Amazon]

Giant Plush Microbes: If you're in need of a stocking stuffer for a
biology nerd, these plush microbes are a sure thing. They're cute (just
look at syphilis!) and add a bit of silliness to many all-too-serious
subjects. $12 [Think Geek]

Processing Time on a Supercomputer: If you've got a mad, crazy,
number-crunching, super science nerd on your hands—along with your
own pretty thick wallet—then you can go through a company like Exa
and get them some quiet time with a supercomputer. Your nerd will be
able to run her insane calculations using high-performance computing
and save quite a bit of time, so be sure to have some hot chocolate for
two ready for a calm evening after. Prices vary, but they're gonna clean
out your pockets [Exa]

Photo by Argonne National Laboratory
Don't forget to recommend your own favorite gift ideas for science nerds in

comments—include pic and pricing if possible.
All Giz Wants is our annual round-up of favorite gift ideas, including

amazing attainable objects and a few far-out fantasies. We'll be popping guides
catered to different interests several times per day for the next week, so keep
checking back.
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Windows 8 Expected in 2012 According to Roadmap
[Windows 8]

Apparently we won't have to deal with upgrading our Microsoft-
driven computers for another three years. According to a tentative
roadmap, the next version of the OS, Windows 8, won't be arriving until
2012.

This release date would be consistent with the schedule Microsoft has
been maintaining, but I suggest they don't rush it. I still can't let go of
some Windows XP installs, much less jump to Windows 8 so quickly.
[MSFT Kitchen via Electronista]
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PSA: Applebee's Gift Card Are Not Redeemable on iTunes
[Advertising]

To whom it may concern: Applebee's gift cards, while appropriately
monolithic, are not redeemable at Apple Stores or on iTunes. [Thanks
Nicholas!]
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Adidas Imperial Stormtrooper Sneakers [Star Wars]

Adidas Imperial Stormtropper sneakers. You know, so you can run
faster when random people start chasing you down the street. To beat
the crap out of you. Or ask where did you buy them. It can go either
way.

There are also Darth Vader shoes and hoodies, all part of next year's
Adidas Star Wars Collection. Check out the rest of the images at [Kicks
on Fire—Thanks Ponies]
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HP Black Friday Flyer Feels Lacking on Deals [Black Friday]

The folks over at Logic Buy got their hands on the HP Home Store
Thanksgiving Event flyer. And while some of the deals are decent,
nothing really seems to stand out, aside from the mouthful of a sales
event name.

Desktops:
HP Pavilion p6280t Quad-Core $569.99 ($405 off)
HP Pavilion Elite e9250t Core i5 $799.99 ($405 off)
HP Slimline s5210 $349.99 ($155 off)
Laptops
HP G71 17.3" $499.99 ($329 off)
HP dm3z $529.99 ($170 off)
HP dv6t Quad $999.99 ($649 off)
Printers
LaserJet P1006 $90 (50% off)
Photosmart B8550 $150 (50% off)
LaserJet CP1518ni $200 (50% off)
Accessories
HP MediaSmart Server LX195 $250 ($150 off)
HP Ink Sale
Logitech G9 Gaming Mouse $49.99 (50% off)

[Logic Buy]
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The Future of Snow Sports Tech [Winter Gear]

Bright ideas and products in skiing and snowboarding, from a
Norwegian hotel built into a mountainside to an inflatable pack that can
save you from an avalanche

Skiing and snowboarding have always been cutting-edge sports,
thanks to renegade personalities and high-tech gear. But this ski season,
designers are stepping it up to a whole new level. Here, take a look at
some of the finest in snowsports tech-and enter to win some gear of your
own.

Want to score your own high-tech snowsports equipment? It's easy:
Visit our sister site Skiingmag.com (we share owners, and a love of
playing in the snow with the latest gadgets). Every day for the next
week, they're giving away free gear, lift tickets and resort packages. All
you have to do is answer a trivia question and enter to win.

Popular Science is your wormhole to the future. Reporting on what's
new and what's next in science and technology, we deliver the future
now.
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Large Hadron Collider Circulating Particle Beams Again
[Large Hadron Collider]

No, it's not going to destroy the world. But the collection of photos of
the LHC at the Big Picture is a great reminder that this might be the most
impressive piece of machinery humanity has ever built. [Big Picture]
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Droid Price Drops to $120 [Dealzmodo]

We've seen the Palm Pixi drop in price right at launch, but looks like
the Droid isn't far behind. The Dell Mobility Store is offering it for a
rather reasonable $120 (with a new Verizon account, of course).

This is almost a surprising price drop after what we heard was a pretty
decent launch for this handset. Why such a rush to lower price if sales
are good? [Dell via 9 to 5 Mac]
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Bitch-Busting, Ammo-Counting Aliens Gun Is Real, Scary
[Guns]

At Milipol, I was walking around FN Herstal's booth, playing with
futuristic-looking P90s, Five-Sevens and F2000s when I noticed a camera-
toting tourist pretend-blasting with something very very cool: The
Armatronics "Black Box" suite with Moving Red Dot Fire Control.

They'd taken a SCAR assault rifle, and put a "black box" inside the
handgrip, networking it with the soldier ("with a kind of Bluetooth"
according to the PR guy), and also to home base. The grip is a sealed,
10-year unit that logs the number of bullets fired and remaining ammo a
la Aliens. They're also working on pairing to specific soldiers, perhaps
using biometrics. Deactivating it if the Taliban get it, for instance? "In the
near future," said PR man enigmatically.

The second part of the suite is the Moving Red Dot Fire Control Unit,
which is a networked firing solution computer for the grenade launcher.
You press a button next to the trigger to activate the laser rangefinder,
then the computer calculates the solution, shows it to you in the LED
display, then moves the red dot to aim it. That's right—laser-guided
grenades. You are your own air support. [FN Herstal]

Apoorva Prasad is a freelance writer and photographer based in Paris, France,
who covered the Milipol 2009 military-police expo for us. He has a thing for
holo-scoped assault rifles, and sounds disappointed when admitting he's never
been Tased.
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Creating a Tornado Inside a Soap Bubble [Science]

I'm not quite sure what exactly is going on here, me being somewhat
of a dullard and all, but I do know one thing: this there is one neat video.
[Random Good Stuff]
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There Can Be Only One: Part Deux [Blockquote]

App developers have it hard enough on the iPhone; on Android,
they've got to keep prices just as low, and sell to a much smaller
audience. So how are some of them coping? By packing up and leaving,
like Gameloft.

Finance director for the company, Alexandre de Rochefort, says that
even a company that's done extremely well on the iPhone can have
trouble breaking even on Google phones:

We have significantly cut our investment in Android platform,
just like ... many others ... [The Android Market] is not as neatly
done as on the iPhone. Google has not been very good to entice
customers to actually buy products. On Android nobody is
making significant revenue.

That's the essence of the App Effect: High volume, customer pressure
and nudging from Apple drive iPhone app prices down break-even
levels, which gives app developers two options. They can either charge
higher prices for equivalent apps on Android, for which they will be
crucified by customers, or they can match their prices, and hope that
enough of Android's comparatively small, fragmented user base just
happens to stumble across said app in the barely navigable App Market.
An attractive business proposition, I say!

So what needs to happen? Either Android adoption grows (which it's
doing), the App Market gets much easier to navigate (a desktop app,
maybe?), or you know, both. Reuters]
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8 Examples of How NOT to Fix Your Gadget Problems [Tgif]

Our Friday lists are all about gadgety fun and leisure, but sometimes
technology can be frustrating—and there is definitely a right way and a
wrong way to handle it. This is definitely the wrong way.

If you have a problem with you TV, like a certain 70-year old Missouri
man did with his converter box during the DTV transition, DO NOT get
loaded, shoot it and engage in a standoff with the police. [Link]
If you work in a tech-related retail store, DO NOT do what 29 year old
Aaron Seiber did and stab yourself so you don't have to go. Making up a
phony story about a skinhead attack to the police doesn't help matters
either. [Link]
If you have trouble getting up the stairs, escalators are a real lifesaver.
However, DO NOT use one like the man in this video.
If your phone dies, DO NOT take it to get fixed and threaten to shoot it
in the store with the 9mm concealed in your jacket. There are no
cellphones in prison—unless you have a really good hiding place (and
there is only one really good hiding place). [Link]
If you have a tall hedge, and no gadget designed to trim it, DO NOT
raise your ride-on mower up with a crane to do the job like this lunatic
from New Zealand. [Link]
So you have bought a new phone and you are not sure what to do with
your old one. Unless is is complete garbage, DO NOT smash it. Get some
money for it or donate it to charity. If you want an iPhone to smash,
there are cheaper ways to do it. [Link]
If your kid acts up in a Verizon store, DO NOT drag him around on the
floor with a leash. Someone with a cameraphone is bound to make a
video of the whole incident and share it with the police.
If your internet connection goes down while playing an online game, DO
NOT vent your frustrations by grabbing a knife and stabbing the first
15-year old girl that walks down the street near your home. You could
wind up in a mental hospital with pending manslaughter charges. [Link]
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Hansa Smart Shower Has Three Options For Your Head and
One For Your Crotch [Showers]

If you can't afford a ridiculously tricked out shower, the next best
thing might be a Smart Shower from Hansa. It has a standard shower,
cascade and hand shower mode for your head an a pivoting spray for
your crotch.

Well it could be used for your crotch if you are tall enough, or you
have a weirdly high crotch with a weirdly short torso. Either way, it's a
sweet-looking fixture with a lot of options. [Hansa via Trendir]
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The 5 Best TVs You Can Buy [TVs]

We've teamed up with the HD Guru himself, Gary Merson, to publish the
absolute best five TVs you can buy right now. As you'll see (and might already
notice above), there are some surprises on the list.

Panasonic Z1

Panasonic's flagship HDTV is its thinnest 54-inch plasma HDTV ever,
with only 1-inch depth. They did it by eliminating a third sheet of glass
found in all other plasmas except Pioneer's Kuro, and bonding the anti-
reflective coating directly top glass. The Z1 employs SiBEAM's 60GHz
1080p for wireless glitch-free images sent via the included transmitter/
media box from up to 30 feet away. The Z1 has THX picture mode and a
custom calibration mode, plus nice bonus features including VieraCast
Internet connectivity for YouTube and Amazon VOD and an SD card
reader for photos. The Z1 delivers amazing performance with full 1080
line motion resolution, accurate HD color, deep black levels and 96Hz
for judder free movie viewing.

The sexiest HDTV of 2009, the TC-P54Z1 will set you back $4000.
Update: Many of you have commented that you prefer Panasonic's excellent

Viera V10 series, and to Gary's credit, he gave the TV his highest rating, and is
including it in his top 10 list, which he'll publish next week. There's nothing
wrong with that TV, and if we indicated six here, it would certainly be shown. It
has the same NeoPDP panel as the Z1, but it's not the same picture, because it
has the third separate piece of glass with anti-reflective coating.

Pioneer Kuro Signature

You know it's been a weird year for TVs when not one but two of our top
picks are no longer being manufactured, but are still being sold.
Pioneer's sweetest (and last) Kuro line is technically a monitor: There's
no tuner or audio. But the Signature models offer the deepest black of
any high definition display on the market—without any white-letter-on-
black-background halos occasionally seen on LED-based LCD TVs. The
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Signature models features hand selected parts, 2.5-in. depth, Custom
Calibration, 72Hz refresh and control over the internet via its Ethernet
connection. The Pioneer uses a single top sheet of glass to minimize
internal reflections, with the anti-reflection coating bonded directly to
the surface.

The Signature models are available at scattered retailers around the
country in the 50-inch size (PRO-101FD) for about $3000 to $3500, and
60-inch size (PRO-141FD) for $4000 to $4800.

Samsung LNB8500

The 8500 series is Samsung flagship LED LCD TV. It feature packed with
thin 1.6-inch depth, white LED local dimming backlights for improved
uniformity, dual-chip 240 Hz plus a scanning backlight for excellent
motion resolution and the best black level of any LED LCD observed to
date. The 8500 features four HDMI inputs plus internet connectivity with
Flickr, YouTube, weather, news and other widgets. It also has a PV+C
input for connection to your computer or HTPC. This is a benchmark
LED LCD to judge against every other make and model.

All this performance comes at a price. The LNB8500 series comes in
46-inch (UN46B8500) and 55-inch (UN55B8500) screen sizes, currently on
Amazon for $2620 and $4020, respectively.

LG LH90

This LG has all the hot LCD performance features video freaks crave,
including white LED dimming backlights for excellent black levels, wide
viewing angle LCD IPS panel, accurate color, and 240Hz (120 refresh +
scanning backlight) for excellent motion resolution. This LG also has all
the tweaks anyone could ask for including ISF CCC mode for calibration,
THX certification and LG's "picture wizard" for user set-up without
calibration discs or external test signals. The LH90 isn't the thinnest LED
LCD, but it more than makes up for it with its price.

The LG LH90 series is available in 42-, 47- and 55-inch screen sizes at
street prices that are considerably lower than many competitors' edge lit
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120 Hz LED edge lit models. The 42LH90 is online for $1200 to $1500; the
47LH90 sells in the $1700 range; and the 55LH90 goes for $2200 to $2800.
In case you couldn't tell, the LH90 series is the value/performance leader
of the pack.

Sony XBR8

A comparable model never replaced Sony's 2008 flagship model in 2009.
It is the only HDTV available with separate red, green and blue LED
backlights (rather than all white), with local dimming for deep black
levels. Though slightly thicker than other TVs in its class, the XBR8 has
accurate HDTV color, enough brightness for a beach house, a non-glossy
anti-glare screen coating (rare for 2009), 120Hz refresh rate and Sony's
Bravia Engine 2 signal processing.

You can still find the XBR8s—we spotted the 46-inch KDL-46XBR8 for
under $2200 and the 55-inch KDL-55XBR8 for under $4000.

Gary Merson is the HD Guru, the industry's leading HDTV journalist. He's
been reviewing TVs for well over a decade, and recently wrote a guide to
choosing an HDTV.
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Camangi WebStation: 7 Inches of Android Tablet for $400
[Tablets]

The Camangi WebStation has been floating around for a few months
now in little more than proof of concept form. Now, it's on the cusp of
being a real product, released next month for $400.

The system runs Android 1.5 through its 7-Inch (800×480) glass
touchscreen display, plus you get Wi-Fi (b/g), GPS , microSD reader,
2MP camera, .3MP webcam and a USB port that can always add 3G
(though, the whole idea becomes sort of silly at that point).

Plus, a built-in stand on the back means it can double as a picture
frame. Yes!!
My only concern is the bit of lag you notice in this video. If the final
production models have that issue ironed out, this could be an attractive
little tablet. [Camangi WebStation via Gearlog]
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YouTube Shuts Down API Access, Leaves Set-Top Boxes
High and Dry (UPDATED) [YouTube]

There are two ways for a device to access YouTube: either through the
regular web interface, i.e. Flash, or for cleaner integration, through its
back end APIs. As of December, Google is shutting off the tap.
UPDATED

The news comes from the COO of Syabas, the company that makes the
Popcorn Hour set-top box. Up until now they'd had a "loose agreement"
with the 'Tube: They could stream video from YouTube for free, but
YouTube could change the terms of the deal whenever they want. Which
they did!:

YouTube has always retained the right to change its terms of
service in the future should it ever wish to do so. As a result of
Google's decision, Syabas is no longer allowed to access YouTube
through its APIs. To be clear, Syabas is not being singled out.
With the exception of a few strategic partners Google has chosen
to work with, the company has informed Syabas they are asking
all over-the-top device makers that are currently connecting to
YouTube content through its APIs to take down the service.

To quote every set-top box manufacturer in the world, probably: "shit."
YouTube access had become the kind of thing you take for granted in a
connected box or Blu-ray player, and it was nice to have. Now, it'll be
limited to sanctioned devices like the PS3, Wii, TiVo, officially supported
Blu-ray players, etc—backed by the kinds of companies who have the
clout to pressure Google, or the money to pay them—leaving everyone
else to search for some kind of hacky workaround, the last of which got
them in this bind in the first place.

I understand that Google wants to squeeze some ad revenue out of
YouTube, and that letting anyone and everyone access raw, ad-free
through the backend probably isn't the best business plan, but this isn't
Hulu—it's not like they have many powerful content providers to
appease, just a bunch of teenagers with webcams. Unauthorized set-top
box folks, whoever you are: watch your free video cornucopia dissolve
on December 2nd.

UPDATE: YouTube's statement:
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Since July of 2008, YouTube's Terms of Service has restricted
implementations for televisions based on our APIs. YouTube has
been in active discussions with various developers on how best to
implement YouTube on set top boxes and TVs. There are several
companies, however, that have deployed solutions, like video
scraping technology, to circumvent the rules and violate
YouTube's Terms of Service. Companies that have negotiated
agreements to use our APIs, like TiVo, Sony, Panasonic and
Sony's PS3 are not impacted.

So, companies like Syabas have been in violation of YouTube's terms
of service for some time now, and knew this was going to happen. The
question remains, though: Why haven't they just "complied", and gotten
a deal like TiVo or Sony? Does it cost anything? Is YouTube selective?
Does it just take a while? [Syabas via Engadget via Lifehacker]
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Lifehacker

This Week's Top Downloads [Download Roundup]

• Chrome OS Virtual Machine Build Ready for Your Testing (All
Platforms)
If you're aching to try out Chrome OS after taking a glimpse earlier
today, friendly power user Mark Renouf has compiled a VMware image
of Chrome OS for testing out in your virtual machine environment.

• Office 2010 Professional Beta Available for Download (Windows)
Wanna give Office 2010's online document syncing, Windows 7 taskbar
integration, and killer quick steps a go? Microsoft has thrown open the
doors on a free beta of Office 2010 Professional-for those who can wait
out the download.

• Vitamin D Turns Your Web Cam into a Security Camera
(Windows/Mac)
http://lifehacker.com/5404307/vitamin-d-turns-your-web-cam-into-a-
security-camera

• Sumatra 1.0 is a Blazing Fast Replacement for Adobe Reader
(Windows)
The Sumatra PDF Viewer is a tiny, open-source, portable, and, most of
all, lightning-quick replacement for the bloated Adobe Reader we've all
learned to replace. It's only a 1.2 MB download, so why not give it a try?

• Growl for Windows Updates to 2.0 (Windows)
Open source notification system Growl for Windows has finally hit the
2.0 milestone, and with it comes a ton of new features that let you further
customize the way you receive your pop-in corner notices.

• Google Tasks Client Puts Tasks (or Any Google App) On Your
Desktop (Adobe Air)
We've written about a lot of desktop clients that are essentially site-
specific browsers (SSBs), but free AIR client Google Tasks helps you
consolidate your clients by allowing access to most Google apps in mobile
form.

• Fedora 12 Available for Download (All Platforms)
The final release of Fedora's 12th edition, code-named Constantine, is
available for download. Want much better Bluetooth, the latest network
and chat apps, and CPU and graphics efficiencies? Grab a live CD or
USB image and give it a go.
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• MyPorts Gives You Detailed Information on Open Ports
(Windows)
We've talked about ways to portscan your computer before, but if you're
looking for a simpler solution to secure your connection, free utility
MyPorts shows you what open ports are being actively used and which
may be unnecessary.

• Adobe Flash 10.1 Beta Brings Hardware Acceleration to Web
Videos (Windows/Mac/Linux)
Adobe is offering up a "prerelease" of its inescapable Flash software,
adding in GPU acceleration for H.264 video in Windows, multi-touch
support, and bug fixes. Anyone with Adobe AIR apps can also grab a 2.0
prerelease of that platform.

• SyncToy 2.1 Update Speeds Up Windows File Syncing (Windows)
Microsoft's SyncToy is a simple but effective tool for mirroring folders
across hard drive locations, networks, or USB devices. With a 2.1 update,
it's been retooled to run faster, back up configurations, and handle errors
much better.
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Build Your Own 3D Camera Rig with Two Hacked Canon
Cameras [Camera Hacks]

You don't need to spend a mint on the new 3D-capable camera from
Fuji. You can throw two basic Canon point-and-shoot cameras together
with $20 worth of parts and make your own for 3D fun.

You'll need a pair of matching Canon PowerShot cameras that have
modified firmware—the CHDK (Canon Hack Development Kit) we
shared with you last year. You need two cameras in order to simulate the
view from the left and right eye.

In addition to the two cameras you'll need about $20 worth of
hardware that includes a simple bracket made with basic hardware store
parts and a USB trigger button with dual outputs. The USB trigger will
take a tiny bit of electronics know-how but if you can wire a lamp you
can turn an Altoids tin and a simple circuit board into a dual-trigger for
your 3D camera rig.

Once you've got the camera and trigger assembled you're in business
on the taking-the-pictures side of things. On the post-processing side of
things you'll need to offset the image with proper coloration for 3D
glasses—the most popular tool is a free application called StereoPhoto
Maker. Using StereoPhoto Maker you can combine and tweak your
images for maximum 3D effect. Check out the full tutorial at
MaximumPC for a detailed build guide and lots of photos.

Have experience with 3D photography or video? Let's hear about it in
the comments.
How to Build Your Own 3D Camera Rig for Under $20 [via Gizmodo]
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Use a Spoon to Prevent Milk from Boiling Over [Food Hacks]

You're boiling milk, you turn your back for a moment,
and—boom!—like Godzilla rising out of the bay, the milk is boiling over
the pot and all over the stove. Prevent that mess with this simple hack.

First, courtesy of food blog thekitchn, a little background on why milk
boils over, unlike a pot of plain water:

As milk heats, the water in its structure starts evaporating from
the surface. This concentrates the remaining fat and proteins into
a thicker layer at the top of the pot. This layer eventually becomes
so thick that water vapor rising through the milk can't break
through very easily and gets trapped.

While this complex interaction of protein and fat is what makes milk
awesome for things like the creamy froth that goes into cappuccinos, it's
also the reason that it boils over. The quick and dirty fix for the problem
is to put a long-handled spoon into the pot as it is heating. The spoon
breaks the surface tension and the skim of milk fat and protein forming
and allows the steam to escape without violently erupting. It's a trick
your grandmother might have known, but not something she necessarily
felt the need to pass on in the age of microwaves.

Not as popular as they were in generaitons past, you can also use a
milk watcher. A milk watcher is essentially just a glass, metal, or ceramic
disc that helps to distribute the heat and steam in such a way to prevent
film from forming on the surface. You can pick a glass one up for a few
bucks at specialty food stores or online.

Have your own cooking tip or trick to share? Pleased to finally know
why exactly your grandma used to throw a little metal UFO into the hot
chocolate pot? Let's hear about it in the comments.
Why Milk Boils Over...And How to Stop It! [TheKitchn]
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Make a Lighted Christmas Ball [Holidays]

If you're tired of the same old outdoor holiday decorating routine of
simply wrapping a tree in lights, you'll definitely want to check out these
lighted tree balls, a cheap and novel way to brighten your neighborhood.

The design of the tree balls is extremely simple. You take a length of
chicken wire, roll it in a tube, fold the top and bottom edges in while
shaping it into a ball, and wrap the whole affair in a strand of Christmas
lights to create a glowing sphere you can suspend from a tree. While that
part of it is interesting, more interesting is the story of how they became
popular and the impact an entire street making and hanging them has
had on their community. Watch the video below to see lighted Christmas
balls being made and hear the story of the good they've done:

You can download the simple instructions for making them—in PDF
format—by clicking here. For more information about the balls check out
the blog dedicated to them at the link below. Have experience making
some? Would love to start a tradition like this in your neighborhood?
Let's hear about it in the comments.
Lighted Christmas Balls
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Fishbowl Brings Facebook to Your Desktop [Downloads]

Windows only: Fishbowl, the Facebook client demoed at Microsoft's
introduction to Silverlight 4, is now available for download—and it adds
quite a few new desktop features to the Facebook experience, including
badges, a mini news feed, and more.

At first glance, Fishbowl looks a lot like a reorganized, slightly better
looking version of Facebook. Along the top you have the usual sections
of Facebook—Home, Profile, Photos, etc.—and on the left sidebar you
have options for the window you're in. Navigating these sections is just
like Facebook's web site, so it's pretty intuitive.

However, as a desktop client, it adds a few new features that really
enhance Facebook's usability. It turns the photos section of Facebook into
an almost iPhoto or Picasa-like interface—you can scroll through albums
and view pictures as usual, but once in single-photo view you can zoom,
view as a slideshow, save the picture, or even print them directly from
Fishbowl. You can also upload your own pictures using Fishbowl's built-
in photo uploader, which is as easy as dragging and dropping.

Notifications are also handled very nicely, as would be expected from
a desktop app—Fishbowl's taskbar icon has support for badges when
someone writes on your wall, sends you a message, or comments after
you on a post. To view your notifications, you can go into the program
and click on the notifications icon, or just right click on the taskbar icon
and see them in the jumplist—and open them up in Fishbowl right from
there. Also, the Aero Peek view has small buttons that allow you to
navigate directly to the Home, Friends, Profile, or Photos sections of
Facebook in Fishbowl.

When you're not actively browsing through Facebook (hey, you have
to work sometime), Fishbowl has a great mini-mode window that shows
you the most recent status update on your news feed—you can also
scroll through the last 200 or so entries to catch up if you stepped
away—but it's a nice way to keep your news feed open while you're
doing other things.

The only issue I had with the client is that in full view mode, some
pages (the news feed especially) are a bit slow to load. Not slow enough
to make me not want to use it, but slow enough that I tap my foot for a
few seconds in mild boredom. Also, for some reason, the news feed view
only shows the live feed; it won't show Facebook's new news feed
(which attempts, and does a good job I might add, of giving you updates
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for only the people you stay in contact with). It's definitely a great client,
though, and a fantastic use of Silverlight (especially considering it was
designed as a trial application to demo Silverlight). Until more people
jump on the bandwagon and start making desktop clients for Facebook,
it's definitely worth a look-see from avid Facebook users.

Fishbowl is a free download for Windows systems, requires Silverlight
to use.
Fishbowl [via Download Squad]
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Use a Waffle Maker to Roll Your Own Pizza Pockets [Clever
Uses]

If you want to squeeze even more miles out your seemingly one-trick
waffle iron, you can use it to roll your own homemade Hot Pocket
knockoffs.

More than a few people have taken a long hard look at their waffle
maker and said, "Certainly, you must be good for more than waffles."
We've already shown you how you can use a waffle maker to crank out
some quick cookies and make some great bacon, but now we're back to
share how one munchie-driven Instructables user turned his into a
homemade pizza-pocket maker.

You'll need a tube of crescent roll dough and whatever filling you
want to use. The original author opted to put cheese and pepperoni
inside and dip it into the sauce to minimize the mess, but you can put
whatever you want into it. You simply unroll the dough, put the
ingredient you want inside your pocket, and then fold over the
remaining dough. You don't even need to grease the waffle iron, since
the crescent roll dough is made to be used with an ungreased pan.

Check out the full tutorial at Instructables for additional photos and
tips. Have a culinary hack of your own to share? Let's hear about it in the
comments below.
Waffled Pizza Pockets [Instructables]
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Top 10 Ergonomic Upgrades for Your Workspace [Lifehacker
Top 10]

It's easy to forget about your body's needs when you're deep into your
work or the net—until your body offers a painful reminder. Save your
physical shell some strain with these cheap, customizable ergonomic
workspace upgrades.

Photo by IMG_3771 on Flickr - Photo Sharing!.

10. Elevate your laptop to eye level

Your neck can't text you to explain how annoying it is to have to keep
looking down at your laptop. Over time it will let you know, though, in
a nagging, painful way. If your laptop is your day-to-day work machine,
elevate it to eye level using any one of a number of clever solutions.
Perhaps one among our Top 10 laptop stands will do the trick, or a built-
to-fit DIY pipe stand. Any of them are better than imagining yourself as
a hunched old man or woman, constantly warning the neighborhood
kids to sit up straight and look ahead.

9. Mix up your positions with a standing desk

It's hard to slouch when you're not in a seat. To help your body benefit
from your upright instinct, and give your lower body a break from
sitting, work a standing desk into your workspace. You can go for it in a
big way, like with this handcrafted setup, stick with something as simple
as a $20 model or a surface on a storage rack. If you want to go really
fancy, you could try a treadputer or something like this adjustable desk.
It doesn't have to be your only desk, either—just a break room for your
butt.

8. Get better sleep support

How your back, neck, and joints fare over eight hours of work can be
influenced by how they spent eight hours in bed. Give your body a
better night's sleep by catching up on Lifehack.org's pain and posture
basics. According to the post, the standard, no-pain position to shoot for
is "on your side, knees bent, pillow between the knees, and your head
resting on a single pillow," or on your back with one pillow under your
knees and one under your head. You might need to leave out an element
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or two from that ideal if you've got a hard-set sleeping habit, but it's
worth considering a switch-up. Photo by james.thompson. (Original post).

7. Invest in a real mouse and keyboard

If you've stuck with your mouse and keyboard just because your
desktop came with them, we feel for you. If you've been using a laptop at
a desk without an external mouse or keyboard, we're in tears. Invest in
the tools your hands spend thousands of hours on every year by
perusing the best mouse recommendations from Lifehacker readers and
their ultimate keyboard picks. All of them are designed with a good
hand feel and better functionality in mind. Consider your hand comfort
worth five cents an hour? You'll amortize these puppies in no time.

6. Align yourself properly with your computer

Adam's had his problems with hand, wrist, and back pain from
repetitive stress and other conditions at his workspace, and a few years
ago, he decided to set up a healthy, usable workspace to get back in
shape. His post is a front-to-back assessment of what healthy working
spaces should include, but his basic sitting setup involves keeping your
elbows bent near 90 degrees, keeping a mouse comfortably within reach
of a keyboard, avoiding slouching, and keeping a monitor at eye level,
between 18-28 inches from your face.

5. Build your own ergonomic desk from scratch

You don't have to have Bob-Vila-level woodworking skills to craft your
own workspace—after all, college students have been laying doors on
cinder blocks for years. To make an actually ergonomic desk from
medium-density fibreboard, you need two power tools (your neighbor
has them if you don't), time enough to sketch and plan your cuts, and
measurements to know how high you should set up the legs, so your
monitor is at eye level and you've got just enough room for everything
you're working with. When you're done, you can paint or stain it
whatever color you'd like, and when your friends ask where you got that
desk, well, you know the answer. (Original post)
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4. Use exercises to ward off RSI

You can do a lot to prevent stress and pain in your hands working at a
computer all day, but you'll almost inevitably have bad days full of
overly long hours, and, over the long haul, risk sidling yourself with
repetitive strain injury (RSI). Percussionist David Kuckhermann knows a
thing or two about repetitive wrist and forearm strain, as does RSI expert
Sherry Smith, and they both recommend and demonstrate a few simple
exercises that can ward off and heal the effects of working your hands
into knots. (Original post)

3. Fine-tune your desk spacing

Are you the type that busts out the tape measure whenever you're
putting anything up on the wall? For setting up your workspace with
proper distances and heights between yourself and your computer tools,
ergonomic goods firm Ergotron offers a ergonomic workspace planner
that, once you enter your height, gives up the details on suggested seat
heights, monitor heights and distances, and keyboard shelves. If you're
thinking about working in a standing desk, they've got measurements
for that, too. (Original post)

2. Use software enforcers

It's great that you're dedicated to pushing out this project on time, but
unless your deadline's right this hour and you need every second, you
should be stepping back occasionally to give your wrists, eyes, and arms
a rest—and maybe even read something off-screen, while you're at it. If
mental reminders aren't enough, apps like AntiRSI and Timeout for
Macs, and Workrave for Windows and Linux, force you, in differing
levels of subtlety, to take a break and physically remove your hands
from the keyboard every so often. (Original posts: AntiRSI, WorkRave,
Time Out)

1. Go easy on your eyes

Eye strain is particularly bad news for those who write (code, copy, or
anything else) or assemble things on a computer all day—it hits you
right in what feels like your brain, and makes concentration terribly
hard. Two simple solutions are to turn on ClearType and increase your
monitor refresh rate in Windows systems, or install a serious protection
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scheme like EyeDefender. Reader's Digest suggests other easy eye fixes,
like keeping your monitor slightly below eye level to bring less glare into
your retinas. And simply using a darker desktop theme is often a nice
first step toward reducing the amount of time you feel like you're staring
into a flashlight with words written on it.

What improvements, big or small, have made the greatest difference in
your workspace health? Pass on the knowledge in the comments.
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Make a Wine Tote Out of Your Old Clothes [DIY]

Have an old t-shirt or skirt lying around? With little more than a pair of
scissors and a sewing machine, you can turn your old clothes into a nifty
wine tote for that bottle of Merlot you're giving to mom.

Practically any item of clothing will do, from football jerseys to old
jeans. This video provides all the details on measurements, sewing
techniques, and even how to hide a stain or tear on your soon-to-be wine
tote. Spend a weekend making a few of these babies, buy a case or two of
wine, and consider your holiday shopping done.

If you're not hauling or giving away bottles of wine, these bags are still
pretty neat. What else could you use them for? Brainstorm in the
comments.
[Via Wines of Yadkin Valley]
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From the Tips Box: Gmail Remember the Milk, Touchpad
Tricks, and Repelling Mosquitoes [From The Tips Box]

Readers offer their best tips for updating Remember the Milk with
Gmail's canned responses, avoiding mouse jumps while typing with
touchpads, and repelling mosquitoes with Listerine.

Don't like the gallery layout? Click here to view everything on one page.
About the Tips Box: Every day we receive boatloads of great reader tips

in our inbox, but for various reasons—maybe they're a bit too niche,
maybe we couldn't find a good way to present it, or maybe we just
couldn't fit it in—the tip didn't make the front page. From the Tips Box is
where we round up some of our favorites for your buffet-style
consumption. Got a tip of your own to share? Add it in the comments or
email it to tips at lifehacker.com.

Easily Send Tasks to Remember the Milk

Tote shares a tip that uses Gmail Labs' canned responses to send tasks to
Remember the Milk:

Use Gmail's canned responses to easily create tasks from email in
RTM. If you get an email that you want to turn into a task
forward it to your RTM inbox address and use a canned response
to direct specify the task. Put the email contents between the '—-'
and '-end-' to add it to the notes. Canned response:
List:
Priority:
Due:
Repeat:
Estimate:
Tags:
Location:
—-
-end-

Wear Gloves to Stop Touchpad Annoyances

Photo by Nessa Land.

65

http://lifehacker.com/5409695/from-the-tips-box-gmail-remember-the-milk-touchpad-tricks-and-repelling-mosquitoes/
http://lifehacker.com/comment/16896189/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ieatwaffles/3256847824/


Miguel tells us how he keeps his mouse from jumping on laptops:

If you're writing on a laptop, and you constantly find your palm
brushing against the touchpad, thereby making your insertion
point dance around, put on some thin knit gloves. It will keep
incidental contact from registering on the touchpad. If that makes
your fingers too thick for typing, or if you still want to be able to
use the touchpad, just cut off the fingers.

Bypass Megavideo's Time Limitation

Luka shows us how to watch more videos on Megavideo:

I suspect that most of you use or have used Megavideo, an
excellent video [sharing] service, however as most of [you] would
know it does have an annoying time-limit on its videos to force
payment out of you.
So the first thing you could use is this site
http://megastreaming.org/ all you need to do is type in the URL
of your video in the provided space and it will generate a link
without the time limit.
Illitmux is a handy Firefox plug-in that does the same thing as the
previous website, basically what they have is a load of gold
accounts and when [you] press the button they just stream you
the video via the gold account. Here is the link Illitmux

Luka's original blog post can be found here.

Use Listerine to Keep Mosquitoes at Bay

Photo by Vox Efx.
guanoguck informs us of a household object that keeps mosquitoes

away:

Mosquito Spray... I was at a deck party awhile back, and the bugs
were having a ball biting everyone. A man at the party sprayed
the lawn and deck floor with Listerine, and the little demons
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disappeared. The next year I filled a 4-ounce spray bottle and
used it around my seat whenever I saw mosquitoes. And voila!
That worked as well. It worked at a picnic where we sprayed the
area around the food table, the children's swing area, and the
standing water nearby. During the summer, I don't leave home
without it.

If you're spraying Listerine in the air around you, just be careful not to
get it in your eyes. You can, however, open your mouth for a nice minty
pick-me-up, though.

UPDATE: A number of you have mentioned that this myth has been
debunked. Apologies for the false information and thanks to everyone
who sent this in.

67

http://www.snopes.com/inboxer/household/mosquitoes.asp
http://ads.pheedo.com/click.phdo?s=1724da3194dcb73f18138934f1e91a80&p=1
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/dNZfNMs2ranJcejZqOGkMuritH4/0/da
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/dNZfNMs2ranJcejZqOGkMuritH4/1/da


This Week's Most Popular Posts [Highlights]

This week we rounded up the best online backup tools and explained
how you're backing up wrong, detailed how to build an excellent Boxee-
based media center, and cured your various aches and pains with some
simple home remedies.

• Five Best Online Backup Tools
Local backup is a useful and necessary part of securing your data against
catastrophe, but with the advent of broadband and inexpensive online
storage, you've got little reason to not back up critical files to the cloud as
well.

• You're Backing Up Your Data the Wrong Way
Time and time again, people tell me that they've bought an external hard
drive to back up their pictures, music, and documents. Great, right?
Sadly, that's not always the case.

• Build a Cheap But Powerful Boxee Media Center
Adam thinks XBMC is the best media center around, but I roll with
Boxee for its awesome streaming web content. Here's how I turned a
relatively cheap yet powerful home theater PC into a DIY Boxee Box for
my HDTV.

• Pingtest Assesses the Quality of Your Internet Connection
You'll find an abundance of tools to test your internet connection speed
but what if you want to test the quality and reliability of the connection?
Pingtest gives you feedback on your connection.

• Increase the Quality of Cheap Vodka with a Water Filter
Save yourself some money and improve the quality of a bottle of cheap
vodka with a little at-home filtration.

• Top 10 Homemade Remedies for What Ails You
Feeling under the weather? Thinking—as you look around your
office—that you might be soon? Hone your home remedy skill set with a
look at 10 of our favorite DIY cures for illnesses and your body's
annoyances.

• Office 2010 Professional Beta Available for Download
Windows: Wanna give Office 2010's online document syncing,
Windows 7 taskbar integration, and killer quick steps a go? Microsoft
has thrown open the doors on a free beta of Office 2010 Professional—for
those who can wait out the download.

• The Treehaus Workspace
You won't find a law that says a workspace has to be in a gray fabric-
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covered box or a white-walled room. Today's workspace proves that with
the beautiful, airy openness of a childhood tree house.

• Make a Moss Terrarium for Low-Maintenance Greenery
If you want some greenery in your home or office but you're not too keen
on, or skilled at, tending a high-maintenance plant, a moss terrarium is a
hassle-free bit of greenery you practically have to try to kill.

• Make Better, Less Messy Bacon in a Waffle Iron
You love bacon, but cooking it in a pan is tough to time and leaves you
with scalding-hot grease to dispose of. The microwave? Please. Food
science miracle worker Alton Brown shows how a waffle iron makes the
best bacon.
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PTS Desktop Live Makes Performance Benchmarking Simple
[Downloads]

If you want to put your computer through the paces and get some
feedback and benchmarks, you'll be hard pressed to find a tool more
packed with tests than the Phoronix Test Suite Live CD.

PTS Desktop Live is an Ubuntu Live CD with the Phoronix
benchmarking suite preconfigured and installed. Reboot your machine
with the CD in your drive—or on a USB drive—and you'll boot into the
test suite with access to 52 tests and 10 profiles. The profiles are set up to
help you stress test and benchmark based on what you'll be using the
machine for.

The desktop interface and suite is set up so that even users unfamiliar
with Linux can jump right in and start testing without having to do any
special modifying or downloading of additional files. You can save your
benchmark results or share the results online with the Phoronix Global
benchmark sharing system.

Have a favorite benchmarking tool or Live CD packed with goodies?
Let's hear about it in the comments.
Phoronix Test Suite [via MakeUseOf]
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Twitter/Facebook Client Brizzly Open for Sign-Ups [Social
Networks]

Brizzly, the web-based social media manager that ranked as one of our
readers' favorite Twitter clients, has dropped the invite code requirement
and is available for anyone to log into. It's still technically in "beta," but
mostly to keep up the fairly rapid pace of feature development. [via
TechCrunch]
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Windows Surface Scanner Finds Bad Hard Drive Sectors
[Downloads]

Windows: When your computer starts acting hinky and spitting out
error messages, it's hard to know exactly where to begin to diagnose the
problem. Windows Surface Scanner gives you a place to start.

This free utility takes a look at your hard drives and ferrets out any
physical errors it finds, so you know what might be causing random
crashes or system flakiness. Windows Surface Scanner won't fix
damaged sector problems—it simply diagnoses them. Once you've
figured out the issue, you can use the native Windows check disk tool to
make repairs.

One important thing to note about this tool: If you start getting a lot of
sector errors, stop scanning right away. Keep testing, and you might
damage the hard drive you're searching.

We've recommended our five best Windows maintenance tools, but
what other diagnostic tools do you use to troubleshoot your computer
when you feel there's something wrong deep inside? Let us know in the
comments.
Windows Surface Scanner [Via freewaregenius]
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MinimizeToTray Revived Puts Firefox in Your System Tray
[Downloads]

Windows only: Firefox extension MinimizeToTray Revived is a
replacement for the popular MinimizeToTray extension (which has since
been abandoned and doesn't support Firefox 3 or later). The simple
extension puts Firefox in your system tray with a click of your mouse or
a keystroke.

Once you've installed the extension, Firefox will start minimizing
directly to the system tray, though there are lots of choices in the options
panel for how you would like to minimize the window—you can choose
to minimize automatically, replace the close button with minimize, or
even use a toolbar button instead. If you want to put Firefox in the
system tray, it's definitely worth a look. MinimizeToTray Revived is a
free download, works for Firefox on Windows.
MinimizeToTray Revived [Mozilla Add-ons via How-To Geek]
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Hand Out Your Invites in the Google Wave Invitation
Donation Thread [Google Wave]

In our continuing efforts to help as many of our readers get a chance to
play around with Google Wave as possible, we're back again with our
weekly Google Wave invitation donation thread. Note: Read the entire
post carefully before commenting.

If you've got Wave invitations you're willing to donate, post a
comment below, saying something like: "I've got 10 Wave invites; who
wants one?" In that case, the first ten people to reply to that comment
providing that generous soul with a means to invite you get invitations.

Here's the important part:
Do not start a thread unless you have invitations to hand out. These

threads get unwieldy very quickly if we don't follow some ground rules.
Despite that, we really want to help give our readers a chance to try
Wave, so we're giving it a go anyway. Please, please only start a thread if
you've got invitations. Don't just post your email address thirty times
hoping someone will grab it. If you want an invitation, reply to someone
who's offering one. Finally, it takes our interns hours to admin
comments every day, and these threads wreak havoc on their efforts, so
if you don't already have an approved commenter account, please don't
comment on this thread.

Make sense? Good luck, and thanks to everyone who's donating
invitations. If you do happen to secure an invitation, be sure to check out
The Complete Guide to Google Wave, Gina and Adam's comprehensive
book on Wave.

Note: If you're posting comments but they aren't showing up on the post,
that means you are not an approved commenter. How can you become an
approved commenter? Read our comment FAQ. In the meantime, please don't
post any more comments on this thread asking for invitations if you're not an
approved commenter.
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Wallpaper Roundup: Turkey Time and Pumpkin Pie
[Wallpaper Roundup]

Turkeys are being purchased, pie recipes dusted off, and the folding
chairs are being dragged out from the basement. It's that time of year
again—celebrate Thanksgiving with some fresh wallpaper for your
computer.

We've rounded up some Thanksgiving and fall-themed wallpapers for
you to browse through. If you have a great resource for holiday
wallpapers or a few wallpaper-size pictures of your own to share, leave a
comment with a link to the pictures and everyone can enjoy them. In the
mean time, grab a new wallpaper from our gallery to put yourself in the
Thanksgiving spirit.

Note: The "Full Size" link directly under the picture only shows you the
full size of the sample image we uploaded for this gallery. You need to
click on the name of the particular wallpaper in the right hand column to
access the full range of sizes at the source site or click on "Direct Link to
Largest Available Image" to jump right to the biggest size available—if
the site allows linking.

Not keen on the gallery layout? See all the larger images on one page here.

Happy Thanksgiving by DK Design Studio

Direct Link to Largest Available Size.

Thanksgiving by DK Design Studio

Direct Link to Largest Available Image.

Give Thanks! by Kevin Dooley

Direct Link to Largest Available Image.
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Penguin Harvest = Bokeh Thanksgiving! by Amanda SG

Direct Link to Largest Available Image.

Gourd Harvest by Idle Type

Direct Link to Largest Available Image.

Fall Colors by Idle Type

Direct Link to Largest Available Image.

Horn-o-Plenty by Brooke Condolra

Direct Link not available, visit the main page by clicking on the site name
above for additional sizes.

Thanksgiving 09 by Crucial Design

Direct Link to Largest Available Image.
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Thanksgiving 08 by Cruciald Design

Direct Link to Largest Available Image.

Turkey by Push Me Pull You Designs

Direct Link to Largest Available Image.

Corn Harvest by mi9

Direct Link to Largest Available Image.

Thanksgiving Sides by mi9

Direct Link to Largest Available Image.
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Give Wireless Charging Mats a Natural Wood Look [DIY
Creations]

Wireless charging mats are a clever way to charge your gadgets
without cords or power bricks, but a big black mat can easily stick out in
any room. Instructables shows you how to make a more stylish wooden
induction charger.

Instructables user jvalal has been working on altering the aesthetics of
his all-black power mat induction charger. First he removed the
electronic guts from the unit, then mounted them into a routed-out piece
of wood. He intentionally made the mat longer than he needed to,
allowing space for his wallet and keys at the end of the night.

jvalal writes that the hardest part of the creation was getting the wood
thin enough to make a positive lock on the charging coils below the
surface— without going through the wood. The piece was finished off
with felt feet, although we think a few coats of linseed oil would help
keep the wood conditioned over time. Simply wipe on (preferably before
the electronics are secured in place) and buff off the extra.

Are you into wireless charging? Or will you be sticking to your wall
warts for a little longer? Sound off in the comments.
Wood Induction Charger [Instructables via Make]
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YouTube Will Soon Block Access From Set-Top Devices
[Media Center]

It won't affect your PS3, Wii, TiVo, or other licensed YouTube
partners, but Google's streaming video service will start blocking API
access to TV-connected devices as of Dec. 2. The COO of set-top box
maker Popcorn Hour writes that the firm tried to negotiate with
YouTube to retain the service, but YouTube/Google seems to be
standing firm—just as the site starts to transition to 1080p video. TV-
oriented apps will certainly find work-arounds—Boxee, for example,
uses a Mozilla-based browser to stream otherwise blocked Hulu
videos—but it's not a promising vision of the media center landscape.
[Connected and Digital Media via Engadget]
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TorrentFetcher Searches for Torrents from Your Desktop
[Downloads]

Windows only: Most people use torrent sites like Mininova or The
Pirate Bay to search for torrents online, but free program TorrentFetcher
lets you search straight from a desktop program and quickly start the
transfer in your BitTorrent client of choice.

Torrent sites offer a lot of information about the torrents they have
available, but sometimes you just don't want to navigate to the site and
look at all the annoying ads, or maybe you just want something a little
simpler. TorrentFetcher is an easy solution, offering desktop search of
btjunkie.org so you don't even have to open your browser.

While the program doesn't offer some of the really advanced
information that web sites might, it is a quick, easy alternative that does
offer some advanced options. Like most torrent sites, you can search by
the usual predetermined categories such as Music, Movies, or Software
and you can choose how many results show up in the window (up to
1,000). It even has green and red color coding for good and bad quality
torrents, respectively. There is also an option to decide whether you
want them to automatically start after downloading—that way, all you
have to do is search, double-click on the torrent you want, and it will
automatically open up in your default BitTorrent client.

TorrentFetcher is a free download, Windows only.
TorrentFetcher [via gHacks]

80

http://www.zinious.com/products/TorrentFetcher/
http://www.ghacks.net/2009/11/20/desktop-torrents-search-engine-torrent-fetcher/
http://ads.pheedo.com/click.phdo?s=492391bda44f4ce10692679403eb95af&p=1
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/nB0Ytv8YzWF_DSaAyWLbJz9Yxjs/0/da
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/nB0Ytv8YzWF_DSaAyWLbJz9Yxjs/1/da


The 40/30/30 Rule Preps You for The Game of Life
[Motivation]

When you've placed yourself where you need to be, kept at something
past your initial doubts, and taken a risk at failing, you're running at 100
percent. Weblog The Simple Dollar suggests thinking of challenges that
way—40/30/30—to stay motivated.

Photo by martinhoward.
Financial blogger Trent Hamm at The Simple Dollar breaks it down:

What is the 40-30-30 rule? Simply put, it's an argument that when
you prepare for anything in life, only 40% of the preparation is
physical – the rest is mental. Thirty percent of preparation is
technical skill and experience, and the second thirty percent is the
willingness to take risks.

Trent's quick essay on how those ratios come into play, both day-to-
day and on personal or career projects, launches off a post at The 99
Percent blog, and is worth reading if you find yourself not exactly hitting
your marks at getting up, getting into something, and sticking with it
when it doesn't quite seem practical.

We always take these sorts of broad self-help guidelines with a grain
of salt, but often they are helpful in examining how we approach work
and life, which in itself can be a very helpful exercise. So how about you:
Does risk stress you out and make you more anxious or do you find it
motivating? What are some of your best tips for prepping for the
challenges life throws at you? Talk about it in the comments.
The 40/30/30 Rule [Via 99%]
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Use an Over-Under Wrap to Keep Your Headphones Kink-
Free [Headphones]

Headphones have a magic way of tangling themselves in inexplicably
complicated knots. Many techniques for keeping headphones tangle-free
work but they badly kink and over tighten them in the process. Use an
over-under wrap for easy and cord-friendly storage.

Over at HackCollege they tested out a bunch of different cord-
wrapping techniques with the goal of finding a technique that was easy
to use, didn't impart kinks or curls to the headphone cord, stress the
headphone jack, or require any fancy undoing to return the headphones
to their natural state. They ended up using an over-under wrap held in
place with a simple twist tie. Watch the video below to see it in
action—you can jump to around the 1 minute mark to skip the intro and
get right into the technique.

Have another cord-wrapping technique or tool that you think is a
better solution? (We've always liked the devil horns method.) Let's hear
about it in the comments.
Ultimate Earbud Wrapping Technique [via Instructables]
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Treat Yourself with a Healthy Dose of Open Thread [Open
Thread]

You may have every corner of your work life streamlined, but that
doesn't mean you don't still need a quick break from work after a long
week. Take a little breather in our open thread.

Photo by lepiaf.geo.
The open thread is your weekly opportunity to strike up conversations

with your fellow readers on any topic that tickles your fancy, whether or
not it has anything to do with Lifehacker. All you need is a commenter
account to join, and if you don't have one already, getting one's a piece of
cake. Happy Friday!
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The Complete Guide to Google Wave Preview Edition PDF
Available for Download [Announcements]

The preview edition of Gina and Adam's new book, The Complete Guide
to Google Wave, is now available in PDF form for your offline, ebook-
reading pleasure.

Google Wave is a young tool that's not terribly easy to understand for
a lot of folks, but at least a couple of your Lifehacker editors are
completely nuts for Wave and its potential. The DRM-free, 102-page
personalized PDF of The Complete Guide to Google Wave is available for six
bucks, but keep in mind that the content of our book will always be
available for free at any time at http://completewaveguide.com/.

The preview edition is just the start. We plan to release the first edition
of the guide in early 2010 as both a PDF and a softcover print book, with
new editions to follow throughout the year as Wave evolves.

For a quick look at why we're so excited about Wave, check out Gina's
keynote speech at the Web 2.0 Expo this week in NYC, and follow
@gwaveguide on Twitter for a regular stream of useful Wave tips and for
updates on the book. If you do decide to purchase the PDF, you have our
sincerest thanks for supporting our little project, but as I said, it's always
freely available on the web site. Beyond that, we're all ears for
suggestions on how we can improve the guide in the comments.
The Complete Guide to Google Wave Preview PDF
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Use a Paring Knife to Sharpen Your Vegetable Peeler
[Kitchen]

It's important to keep your knives sharp for a safe and efficient
kitchen, but it's easy to neglect the other bladed tools, like your vegetable
peeler. Food weblog Chow shows how to keep a sharpener's edge with a
paring knife.

By running the tip of a paring knife along each blade of your peeler,
the metal-on-metal action will restore some of your blade's edge. Most
don't even notice their peelers starting to dull, but once you give this tip
a try you'll dig how much less resistance you'll have as you take on
potato after potato, carrot after carrot, this holiday season.

The same trick can be applied to any metal grater or blade in your
kitchen. If you have the patience, try sharpening up your box grater or
cheese slicer. Hit up discount stores, as you can usually find paring
knives right around the dollar mark, and you won't mind if they get
roughed up a bit.

Do you have another tip for keeping non-knife edges sharp in the
kitchen? Let us know in the comments.
How Do You Sharpen A Vegetable Peeler? [Chow]
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ShopSavvy Prices and Locates Better Deals [Downloads]

Android/iPhone: ShopSavvy proved itself one of the most popular
Android apps out of the gate, and it's easy to see why. Now on iPhones,
the app lets you scan item barcodes, see who has it for less, and locate
them.

Beyond the simple price comparisons via barcode scanning,
ShopSavvy saves a history of items you've looked at, and can send price
alerts when items drop below the prices you've already seen and given a
casual "Meh" to. It locates the stores nearby that have your items for less,
and allows you to save items you've scanned to wish lists. In other
words, it harnesses all the cool things about the iPhone into a single app
for smarter shopping.

Here's a demonstration of the app in action on an iPhone 3GS.
ShopSavvy is a free download, now for iPhone and Android models.

ShopSavvy iPhone [Big in Japan]

86

http://lifehacker.com/5109282/pac+man-tops-most-downloaded-android-apps-list
http://lifehacker.com/5109282/pac+man-tops-most-downloaded-android-apps-list
http://www.biggu.com/apps/shopsavvy-iphone/
http://ads.pheedo.com/click.phdo?s=74127cc241e7c14e94781bda37716744&p=1
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/Uook42AGPmwKglC-u2Qy0q_kI5Q/0/da
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/Uook42AGPmwKglC-u2Qy0q_kI5Q/1/da


Lock in a Fixed Schedule to Keep Work-Life Balance [Time
Management]

Being attached at the hip to your smartphone doesn't mean you're
productive, just attached. The I Will Teach You To Be Rich blog
showcases how three workers put a real fence around their work time
and ended up more free.

Writer Ramit Sethi's first example, Jim Collins, might be familiar to
those read up on productivity techniques as the author of Good to Great,
and enthusiast of dividing up your time into percentages. His second
case, Elizabeth Grace Saunders, seems a more familiar case: a copywriter
who couldn't stop answering emails and working late hours. Her
solution?

Saunders adopted a 40-hour a week schedule. This new structure
had two immediate impacts. First, she found herself focusing
only on the most important tasks. With only a few hours to spare
on business development, for example, she couldn't justify
wasting time with the small, ineffectual website tweaks and
exploratory e-mails that used to keep her up late into the night.
Instead she focused on the core activities that produced results,
such as sales calls or the development of new products. The focus
generated by this constraint ended up generating more results
than her previous schedule, which was more expansive, but also
more scattered.
The second impact was her discovery that she could teach her
clients how to treat her.

The full post offers a lot of good links to explore, as well as more
(hopefully) inspirational takes on firewalling your work time. Have you
implemented your own actual, realistic deadlines and prospered from it?
Tell us about it in the comments.
Time management: How an MIT postdoc writes 3 books, a PhD defense,
and 6+ peer-reviewed papers - and finishes by 5:30pm [I Will Teach You
To Be Rich]

87

http://www.amazon.com/Good-Great-Companies-Leap-Others/dp/0066620996/ref=nosim/gizmodo-20
http://www.reallifee.com/
http://www.iwillteachyoutoberich.com/blog/time-management-how-an-mit-postdoc-writes-3-books-a-phd-defense-and-6-peer-reviewed-papers-and-finishes-by-530pm/
http://www.iwillteachyoutoberich.com/blog/time-management-how-an-mit-postdoc-writes-3-books-a-phd-defense-and-6-peer-reviewed-papers-and-finishes-by-530pm/
http://ads.pheedo.com/click.phdo?s=1e3ff63ea21514be4ef1282cce85ad24&p=1


88

http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/rYUY9KA4u4whd3i7PdS3mSUkxYw/0/da
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/rYUY9KA4u4whd3i7PdS3mSUkxYw/1/da


KidsEatFor Helps Keep Your Dinner Bill Low [Food]

Pare down the bill for your next meal out by picking a restaurant
where kids get special treatment with the help of web site KidsEatFor.

We've shared a resource with you before for finding places that offer
free meals to kids, but KidsEatFor is definitely a more sophisticated tool
for finding free places to feed your band of french-fry grubbers. Plug in
your zip code and it spits back a calendar with listings for every day of
the week. Restaurants are flagged as locations where kids eat free or
cheap and you can click on the bottom of each column for additional
listings for each day when available.

If you search for your locale and the results are sparse, search for the
nearest big city. Most likely kids-eat-free policies are throughout an
entire restaurant chain and a quick phone call will confirm if the local
spot participates. Have a money-saving or other kid-related hack? Let's
hear it in the comments.
KidsEatFor [via MakeUseOf]
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Fix Unread Gmail Favicons in Better Gmail 2 and
Greasemonkey [Updates]

Firefox: Gmail recently made a few tweaks to its message count API,
leaving tools like the favicon message indicators by Eric Bogs and Peter
Wooley, along with Gina's own Better Gmail 2 Firefox extension, broken.
Now they're fixed.

Bogs and Wooley, whose clever user scripts cleverly show your
unread message count in your Gmail or Google Apps mail's browser tab
icon, both updated their code to adapt to Gmail's API changes. Gina,
whose Better Gmail 2 extension utilizes Bogs' and Wooley's scripts, has
re-rolled those changes into her extension.

Those with Better Gmail 2 already installed should see update notices
soon. If you're seeing only installation errors instead, hit the link for a
direct (but non-updating) link. If you're rocking just Greasemonkey and
one of these two scripts, head to one of their UserScripts.org pages and
click "Install" to update your browser.
Better Gmail 2's Favicon Unread Count Fixed [Smarterware]
Gmail Unread Message Count in Favicon for Greasemonkey
Gmail Favicon Alerts 3 for Greasemonkey [UserScripts.org]
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Office 2010 Mobile Available for Beta Download
[Downloads]

Windows Mobile 6.5: If you're rocking a fairly new Windows Mobile
phone, Microsoft offers a beta build of its portable Office applications
until April 2010. That means free viewing and editing of Excel, Word,
Powerpoint, OneNote, and other documents.

The app seems to require a touch interface, along with the 6.5 system,
so it's not exactly meant to flood the mobile masses. Still, for those
willing to put up with an occasional bug and goods you know will
expire, it's a nice little upgrade. Launch the Marketplace app to grab the
Office Beta, or read up on it at the link.
Windows Office Mobile Beta [Windows Marketplace]
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Use Windows 7 Themes in Vista or XP [Themes]

Microsoft put far more work into the look and themes of Windows 7
than its previous operating systems. Pull down that design work into
your non-7-system with Digital Inspiration's simple work-arounds.

You can't just grab the files from Windows 7's themes gallery and set
them as your own. You can, however, use tools like 7-Zip and John's
Background Switcher to pull out each theme pack's files, install them, set
them to rotate (a la Windows 7), and even get the sounds, cursors, and
other elements running.

It's a bit more work than "Click to install," but it's also a new source of
themes, wallpapers, and other modifications that are more than
compatible.
Download and Install Windows 7 Themes on your XP or Windows Vista
Computer [Digital Inspiration]
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Chrome OS Virtual Machine Build Ready for Your Testing
[Downloads]

If you're aching to try out Chrome OS after taking a glimpse earlier
today, friendly power user Mark Renouf has compiled a VMware image
of Chrome OS for testing out in your virtual machine environment.

While Chrome OS is far from ready for the regular user, lots of us are
aching to play around a little with Google's young operating system.
This virtual machine-friendly build looks like a good way to do just that,
and you can grab it via BitTorrent now. From The Pirate Bay page:

This is a ChromeOS image converted to VMware .vmdk file.
It was built from instructions provided on the ChromiumOS
developers site:
http://sites.google.com/a/chromium.org/dev/chromium-os/
building-chromium-os/build-instructions
Built from sources retreived on 11/19/2009, following the
announcement of the opening of the ChromeOS source code.
Shared user password (for sudo, etc is 'chromeos')

If you give it a download and try it out, let's hear how it worked for
you (and share any images you manage to grab) in the comments.

Update: Alternately, you can download a VMware build directly from web
site gdgt as well, "no strings attached" (as long as you don't consider creating
an account at gdgt and giving them your email address "strings").
ChromeOS [The Pirate Bay via ironicsans]
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Best Screencasting Tool? [Hive Five Call For Contenders]

With the rise of broadband not only do we share pictures of our
screens but full out video. This week we want to hear about your
favorite tool for screencasting your virtual workspace.

Photo by Tim Dorr.
Earlier this year we had a Hive Five focused on screen capture tools to

find out your favorite tools for capturing static images. Now we're
interested in finding out how you record screencasts on your computer
to share things that aren't easily communicated with a simple screenshot.

Hive Five nominations take place in the comments, where you post
your favorite tool for the job. We get hundreds of comments, so to make
your nomination clear, please include it at the top of your comment like
so: VOTE: Screencasting Tool. Please don't include your vote in a reply
to another commenter. Instead, make your vote and reply separate
comments. If you don't follow this format, we may not count your vote.
To prevent tampering with the results, votes from first-time commenters
may not be counted. After you've made your nomination, let us know
what makes it stand out from the competition.

About the Hive Five: The Hive Five feature series asks readers to answer
the most frequently asked question we get: "Which tool is the best?"
Once a week we'll put out a call for contenders looking for the best
solution to a certain problem, then YOU tell us your favorite tools to get
the job done. Every weekend, we'll report back with the top five
recommendations and give you a chance to vote on which is best. For an
example, check out last week's Five Best Online Backup Tools.
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Remains of the Day: Doughnuts Into Cranberry Jelly Edition
[For What It's Worth]

YouTube starts hitting 1080p resolution, courts start respecting work
email privacy a bit, and cheap food gets the gourmet makeover.

• YouTube 1080p roll-out begins
If you're shooting something new, feel free to go as big as your storage
card allows. If you've already waited out a giant upload, it might be
available in pore-defining HD soon. [Download Squad]

• Some Courts Raise Bar on Reading Employee Email
Don't feel free to tell your friends how you really feel about your
workplace just yet. Consider, however, whether your firm has clearly
defined how and when they monitor your email—it might mean
everything in court. [WSJ.com]

• GIMP To Be Removed From Lucid; F-Spot Has Challengers
It's big, it's fairly complicated, and most users just want to make simple
edits to photos, so it's being dropped from future editions of Ubuntu in
favor of apps like F-Spot. [OMG! UBUNTU!]

• Gmail Users Better-Connected, More Likely to Tweet than
Members of other Webmail Services
A social media firm determines that AOL email users are the most likely
to be Facebook members, Gmail-ers to be on Twitter, and Yahoo Mail
senders on MySpace. Discuss amongst yourselves. [ReadWriteWeb]

• Sony In Talks With Mozilla?
To bring Firefox to the PS3, of course—not the other, possibly more fun
vice-versa situation. Still, an intriguing rumor, especially if it involves
streaming content. [PSInsider]

• Serve Fast Food on Thanksgiving
The creative food hacker behind FancyFastFood (which we've previously
admired) shows Wired's How-To Wiki how to put together a
Thanksgiving plate from assorted food that's terrible for you. [Wired
How-To Wiki]
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YouTube Adds Machine-Generated Automatic Captions
[YouTube]

YouTube clips have previously allowed for captioning, but it was a
system that was a little buggy and only worked from YouTube's site.
That's all changed with the advent of machine-generated captions and
auto-timing.

Google's automatic speech recognition (ASR) technology has been
paired up with YouTube's caption system to create automatic captions
for the majority of the videos that are uploaded (at the rate of 20 hours of
footage every minute). It should cover the needs of your caption viewing
needs, although they'll continue to streamline and improve this
technology as things progress.

If you don't want to leave the captioning of your video to the hands of
the YouTube caption system, they've also added an auto-timing function,
which allows you to upload a simple text file to be read. The text will
sync up with your video without any timing breaks or coding added to
the file. The previous system of captioning was mainly user generated
and required a little professional know how when it comes to coding and
video editing—thus, most videos were caption-less, making them
inaccessible to those with hearing impairments.

For those who aren't in need of captions, there's still an added bonus
for you. With the advent of all the new text in association with what's on
screen, it will make videos easier to search for and find, even if you don't
know the title.
Automatic Captions in YouTube [The Official Google Blog]
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LockThis! Password Protects Your Open Programs
[Downloads]

Windows only: If you've ever wanted to keep a program safe from
prying eyes but don't want to close it, free utility LockThis! will let you
easily protect any open program, so that un-minimizing it requires a
password.

LockThis! is extremely easy to use—to lock an application, all you
need to do is press Ctrl while minimizing the window that you want
protected. It will ask you for your admin password (which by default is
LockThis! but can be changed from the admin window), and then keep
the window minimized until you want it open again.

You can use your admin password for all protected programs, set a
separate password for all programs, or specify the password on a per-
program basis as you minimize them. It's up to you. It runs in the system
tray, staying out of your way except to prompt for passwords—even if
you try to open the admin window or exit LockThis!, it will prompt you
for your admin password so no one can just shut it off.

LockThis! is a free download, Windows only.
LockThis! [via Life Rocks 2.0]
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Sisimizi Organizes Your Game Catalog [Downloads]

Windows: Gaming is fun. Organizing all your personal video games
isn't. Sisimizi takes the hassle out of managing your collection so you can
get back to raiding villages and killing zombies.

Sisimizi Game Catalog is a free, open-source database application that
supports classic and recent video game consoles. It retrieves game info
from the internet, imports from other databases or formats, and even
keeps track of games you've loaned out to friends. Sisimizi groups games
by platform, year, or genre, and you can even tote it around on a thumb
drive or USB stick.

Do apps like this help you manage your towering piles of video games
or do you have a better method for keeping track of them all? Share your
ideas in the comments. Sisimizi is a free download for Windows systems
only.
Sisimizi
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Shape Collage Online Makes Great Photo Collages in Your
Browser [Photos]

Web application Shape Collage quickly turns your online photos into
embeddable photo collages with nothing more than a few clicks. It's a
interesting way to showcase your pictures online without a lot of work.

Making your own collage requires simply adding URLs to the
individual photos, or in the case of sites like Flickr, simply adding in the
URL that contains the photo—Shape Collage will do the rest, grabbing
your photos from your Flickr, Picasa, Photobucket, or even a public
Facebook page, and adding them into a collage of your choosing. Once
the collage is generated, which just takes a few seconds, you'll be
presented with an embeddable widget with each photo hyperlinked to
the original image.

Shape Collage Online is free to use, though readers should note that
you shouldn't use the online tool for private photos, since the collages
are hosted on the Shape Collage servers—instead, you can just download
the previously mentioned Shape Collage desktop application for any
platform, and generate collages in image format.
Shape Collage Online [Shape Collage]
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First Glimpse at Google Chrome OS [Chrome Os]

Google offered up everything but a finished Chrome OS today,
releasing its source code and explaining how it's different than other
operating systems. Here are the features, functions, and screenshots
you'll want to know about.

Want the short version, sketched out on a notepad, uploaded as a
video, and narrated with a carefree tenor? Here's Google's explanation:

Want the much more in-depth, screenshot-by-screenshot rundown of
what was (not really) revealed? Check out Gizmodo's live-blogged
announcement.

When, on what, and how much?

Google released Chrome OS' source code today, but one of Chrome's
lead engineers, Idan Avraham, said a finished Chrome OS arrives "about
a year from today." They took pains to note that Google itself won't be
offering Chrome OS as a download to install on any system you have.
They're developing Chrome OS for machines with "specific reference
hardware," as their machines will boot directly from those machines and
skip a lot of the hardware checking steps that standard operating
systems run through.

The developers didn't offer pricing hints or targets from hardware
partners. They did say, however, that they intend to "push"
manufacturers to release netbooks with larger keyboards and
mousepads, and crisper resolutions, and devices will be released "in the
price ranges people see today."

How fast is it?

From a single boot-up shown on a livecast, and some live demonstration,
pretty darned fast. The lead developer cited a seven-second boot-up to a
universal sign-on screen on an eeePC, and then to the desktop after
another four seconds. It does this by working on specialized firmware,
written for hardware Chrome OS' developers work with, and relying on
a Google Chrome browser written specifically for the Chrome OS. It's
also written exclusively to run on solid-state, or non-hard-disk, drives,
with a minimal amount of locally-stored data.
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What makes it different?

For you, the user, nothing entirely whole-cloth new. But a whole lot of
interesting bits:

• Utilizing multi-core CPUs and graphics chips for Chrome: Your
web browsing, video playing, and other activities inside Chrome
OS' main browser will get a boost from hardware normally
reserved for gaming and traditional applications.

• Chrome (browser) on Chrome (OS) will be faster: Faster than
how it runs on your Windows, Mac, or Linux computer, anyways,
because it's been re-tooled for this OS.

• There are no "traditional" applications: "Every application,"
according to Chrome's project head, "is a web application. There
are no conventional applications. (Whatever you use), it's a
webapp, it's a link, it's a URL."

• Anyone can log in and use any Chrome OS netbook: Since
Chrome OS will presumably be tied to your Google account, you
could easily jump on a friend's netbook and log in for your own
email, documents, and other stuff.

• Everything you use is online: You probably guessed that—Gmail,
Google Docs, Calendar, and other apps have had offline abilities
for some time. But even the small notepad application in Chrome,
and your particular Wi-Fi and system settings, are backed up to
your Google account as well. You'll be able to store data offline
using HTML 5's capabilities—but, then, you can do that with
Firefox or Safari as well.

So, it's a Google OS for people obsessed with Google?

Not exactly. Avraham demonstrated the OS' ability to assign specific
webapps to different files and links by clicking an .xls (Microsoft Excel)
file, which then opened in Microsoft's online Office suite.

Will it ever arrive on laptops or desktops?

Eventually, assuming it gains any foothold in the market. Chrome's
developers said their primary focus for the year, and the immediate
future, would be netbooks, and that laptops and desktop releases would
follow, without offering any specific time frame.
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Will it print?

Oh, right—Avraham said "you will be able to print," but said the OS
would take a "more innovative approach" to supporting printers. More
to come.

So, how does Google Chrome OS strike you? Is it something you'd want
on a netbook, or were you expecting something more? Share what you
saw, and see coming, in the comments.
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Before and After: The Loft Workstation [Featured Workspace]

It's bad enough having a super messy workspace, but when your
workspace is lofted above the rest of your living space and all your cable
clutter and your ugly desk become an eyesore something must be done.

Lifehacker reader aloftindenver lives, shockingly enough, in a a loft in
Denver. They've been cataloging their adventures in furnishing the
loft—largely by creating their own designs and furniture—at their blog
A Loft In Denver. While we'd highly recommend reading over the entire
blog, especially if you're into loft living and modern design, what really
caught our eye is the amazingly sleek workspace they built from scratch.

The problem, as you can see in the above picture, was their workspace
was in an area of the loft that was itself elevated above the rest of the
space. Not only did they have a messy workspace with some out of
control cables but the entire workspace was even uglier when viewed
from below in the living space.

Rather than enclose the space and hide the cable clutter, which would
decrease the openness of the loft, they opted to build an awesome
workstation from scratch that maintains the airiness of the loft while
hiding nearly all the cables. Besides the visible, but neatly displayed,
cord for the monitors all the other cables are routed in a single bundle up
behind the monitors on the wall and across the room tucked into the lip
of one of the support beams. The cables go into a closet at the back of the
office where the computers themselves are stored.

All you see sitting at the desk is the monitors mounted to the backstop,
the open desk, and the keyboard tray. It's definitely as "cordless" as a
workspace that relies on actual cords can be.

Check out the pictures below to peek at the before and after of the
workspace. If you want to read more about the construction of the
workspace and see step-by-step pictures of the workspace in progress,
you can see all the workspace-related entries on their blog here.

If you have a workspace of your own to show off, throw the pictures
on your Flickr account and add it to the Lifehacker Workspace Show and
Tell Pool. Include some details about your setup and why it works for
you, and you just might see it featured on the front page of Lifehacker.

103

http://cache.gawker.com/assets/images/lifehacker/2009/11/img_3345.jpg
http://aloftindenver.com/
http://aloftindenver.com/tag/desk/
http://lifehacker.com/5408359/before-and-after-the-loft-workstation
http://lifehacker.com/5408359/before-and-after-the-loft-workstation
http://lifehacker.com/5408359/before-and-after-the-loft-workstation
http://lifehacker.com/5408359/before-and-after-the-loft-workstation
http://lifehacker.com/5408359/before-and-after-the-loft-workstation
http://lifehacker.com/5408359/before-and-after-the-loft-workstation
http://lifehacker.com/5408359/before-and-after-the-loft-workstation
http://www.flickr.com/groups/lifehacker-workspace-showandtell/
http://www.flickr.com/groups/lifehacker-workspace-showandtell/


Before and After: The Loft Workstation [Lifehacker Workspace Show
and Tell Pool]

104

http://www.flickr.com/photos/aloftindenver/sets/72157622827143048/
http://ads.pheedo.com/click.phdo?s=3c5e93bbb62c9162ce9f17066aa00e88&p=1
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/Kl3ddlsOFGNTkA-QZzv273e8sHI/0/da
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/Kl3ddlsOFGNTkA-QZzv273e8sHI/1/da


DIY Cameraphone Zoom and Lighting Lens [DIY]

If the iPhone's zoom just isn't doing it for you, and you prefer a higher-
quality optical zoom to lesser digital zoom apps, DIY web site
Instructables details how to make a contraption that'll help you achieve
just the frame you're looking for.

While this particular how-to is built for an iPhone, the idea can be
easily used (or adjusted) for any phone with a camera. For this project,
you'll need a jar lid, a suction cup, and some old camera
lenses—generally, if you're a camera buff, you may have some scrapped
cameras around that you can steal these from. If you want to add a light
source, too, you'll need a few more electrical supplies. The project also
requires a bit of drilling and soldering, but nothing seasoned DIY vets
like yourselves can't handle. Hit the link for the step-by-step guide.
iPhone Magnifying Camera Mod [Instructables]
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Sudoku

Sudoku are disabled for the moment.
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