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Mobileread

New ebook reader -Simplicit.E.reader

One of MR's more observant members noticed that JCPenney is selling
an ebook reader on its website. It's not listed as being in stock, and I
spent some time Googling it.

We don't have much detail yet because so far as I can tell this device
hasn't been announced yet. I found the company's website, but it's not
up yet. I found it in the Google cache.

This is the detail we have so far:

5" backlit color screen

Adobe DE support

1GB memory

SD card slot

discount coupon for BooksonBoard

product description says it can "read books, play music and
videos"

and it's showing a sale price of $129.99. If that price is for real then I
might get one.

P.S. I'm attaching the JCPenney product page just in case it's taken down.

Update:

I believe the company behind the Simplicit is SPI Inc, a small tech
company based in Dallas, Texas. It's not completely clear whether this
company develops its products independently or re brands the products
it licenses.

Second Update: I just heard back from Books on Board. Yes, that is their
coupon. They were a little puzzled about why the product page was up.
The last they had heard was that the device wasn't ready yet.The release
had been pushed back until Spring.

Attached Thumbnails
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MobileRead Week in Review: 11/14 - 11/21

Feast your eyes on some of the discussions from this week at
MobileRead...

E-Book General - News and Commentary

* Firmware update for PRS-500 available - EPUB!

* eReader for Android just announced

* Bookeen releases new model of CyBook: CyBook Gold
E-Book General - Deals, Freebies, and Resources

* University of Chicago Announces free Monthly ebook
E-Book Software - Calibre

* (Calibre + Dropbox = unclouded happiness
E-Book Devices - Sony Portable Reader PRS-500/505

e PRS-500 owners: Will you take advantage of Sony's upgrade/

trade-up offer?

E-Book Devices - Amazon Kindle

¢ Kindle finally released in Canada
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http://www.mobileread.com/forums/showthread.php?t=62861
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http://www.mobileread.com/forums/showthread.php?t=62332
http://www.mobileread.com/forums/showthread.php?t=62272
http://www.mobileread.com/forums/showthread.php?t=62272
http://www.mobileread.com/forums/showthread.php?t=62507

Bookeen releases new model of CyBook: CyBook Gold

Our good friend Kurt, from BooksOnBoard, informs us that Bookeen
appear to have snuck out a new model of the CyBook, apparently
without telling anybody!

The new model, the CyBook Gold, has 1GB storage space (up from
512MB on the previous model), an 8 greyscale elnk screen (previous
models supported only 4), and supports ePub and PDF with Adobe
ADE. The package includes the CyBook itself, a black cover, earphones, a
USB cable, and a European AC adaptor (which will not be supplied to
US customers).

The package is priced at US$349; there appears to be no mention of this
device as yet on Bookeen's site.

For more information, please see the BooksOnBoard site here.


http://www.booksonboard.com/index.php?BODY=viewproduct&PRODUCT=5

University of Chicago Announces free Monthly ebook

The first book in the program is below. epub format

Link http://www.press.uchicago.edu/ebooks/free ebook.html

The Birthday Book

Edited and Translated by Holt N. Parker

120 pages, 9 line drawings 5 x 7 © 2007

E-book Free! See form below (about e-books)

ISBN: 9780226099774

Cloth $25.00

ISBN: 9780226099743 Published February 2007

“[Roman grammarian and writer] Censorinus distills the wisdom of
several strains of philosophy, extracting whatever seems to have any
bearing on births, days and birthdays: theories of the origin of the
human species, the formation of the individual foetus, the principles of
astrology, the ages of man, the nature of time, eons, centuries, years,
months, days and hours.”—London Review of Books


http://www.press.uchicago.edu/ebooks/free_ebook.html

eReader for Android just announced

I just got this email from Fictionwise:
Quote:

> ANDROID EREADER NOW AVAILABLE!

Do you have a Motorola Droid, T-Mobile myTouch 3G, Motorola CLIQ
or T-Mobile G1? The wait is over! eReader for Android is now
available. eReader for Android is an award-winning application

used to read eReader eBooks on Android-based devices. eReader Pro
has more features than ever before, including free eBooks, the

ability to read dictionaries and more! To celebrate this exciting

event, use coupon 'android15' and save 15% off any purchase. see
below:

http:/ /www.fictionwise.com /Z425328TB...androidfag.htm

Shiny.



http://www.fictionwise.com/Z425328TB31/help/androidfaq.htm

Kindle finally released in Canada

A friend just sent me this link:

http://technology.canoe.ca/2009/11/17/11774336-gmi.html



http://technology.canoe.ca/2009/11/17/11774336-qmi.html

Calibre + Dropbox = unclouded happiness

I'm pretty sure a lot of people here know Dropbox, the (free at first) file
sharing and synchronization service...

I use it to sync the files on my two Macs, and my work PC ; it's a very
easy to use and efficient service.

Recently, I began syncing my Calibre library, so the books I edit/add/
remove on either machine would be available on all the others ; Calibre
is a multi-platform marvel, so this syncing makes a lot of sense.

And I thought of something : if I generate the stanza.xml file from the
Calibre database (using the calibre-db command), maybe it could be
automatically accessible from my iPhone, now that the whole Calibre
library is synchronized and available on my Dropbox account ?

Guess what ? It works ! Unfortunately, it's still a manual process, but I'm
pretty sure it could be possible for our generous Kovid to change it into
something automatic...

Here are the steps needed to make this happen :
1. Publish your Calibre library in a directory of the Public part in
your Dropbox account

The library must be in a public part of your Dropbox account,
because you will need the URL to the stanza.xml file in the last
step. If you do not want to make it public, you will still be able to
browse your (private) dropbox account website from inside
Stanza, but it's another story...

To get the URL to your Calibre library, simply right-click on a file
in the folder and select "Copy public link" from the "Dropbox"
menu. Mine is http://dl.dropbox.com/u/788541/calib...ary/
stanza.xml (fake number, of course).

2. export the Calibre database into a stanza.xml file

Using the following command in the Calibre library folder,
generate the stanza.xml file :
calibredb list --output-format stanza --prefix http://dl.getdropbox.com/u/



https://www.dropbox.com/
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/788541/calibre_library/stanza.xml
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/788541/calibre_library/stanza.xml
http://dl.getdropbox.com/u/788541/calibre_library

788541/calibre library > stanza.xml
(replace the URL with the one you got at step 1, this one is mine)

3. correct the stanza.xml file

Some characters are encoded in a way that make Stanza frown :
simply replace them using a plain text editor ; replace '%28" with '(’
and '%29' with ')' (skip the quotes, obviously).

4, configure your Stanza program to make it access vour new online

library

In Stanza (on your iPhone for example), create a new online stanza
catalog and enter the URL to your stanza.xml file (mine is
http:/ /dl.dropbox.com /u /788541 /calib...ary /stanza.xml).

That's all !
Of course, if the stanza.xml file could be generated automatically with
every modification of the database, it would be even better, but even

now it's very convenient...

Thanks again Kovid for Calibre, the Lexycle people for Stanza and
Dropbox for being free...

PS : if I made a mistake in my explanation, or if something was not clear
enough, ask questions and I'll be happy to try and explain better...
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PRS-500 owners: Will you take advantage of Sony's upgrade/
trade-up offer?

Sony has made PRS-500 owners a great offer (MR News and Sony Offer):
* A free firmware upgrade to support ePub, including free shipping, or

* A trade-in discount on a new device ($50 or $75 depending on the
model)

What will you do? (Please participate in the poll, and share your
thoughts in the thread.)

So now the reality sets in - I don't want to part with my PRS-500, even if I
buy another device and the 500 goes into storage in "museum mode"!
Am I willing to part with it for a "measly"” $75??? And am I willing to
part with the custom navigation hacks just to get e-pub support? Do I
want to upgrade - the new devices are a significant upgrade in usability.
Or, heaven forbid, after such a nice offer do I want to consider a Daily
Reader or even a non-Sony device like the Daily new Plastic Logic large
screen device? These are some serious questions!

Can't wait to hear what others are going to do. Share your thoughts!
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Firmware update for PRS-500 available - EPUB!

Alas, it's not updateable by user and the device must be sent in.
Quote:

Update your Reader firmware, compliments of Sony.

Sony has created a firmware update for your Reader, allowing it to
remain compatible with the new eBook Store format. This update will
allow your PRS-500 to support the ePub and Adobe DRM format and
add the ability to re-flow PDF documents. Due to the nature of the work
required, you will need to send your PRS-500 Reader to the Sony Service
Centers for updating.

All you need to do is complete the request for firmware update through
the link below, or call 866-962-7669. We will provide you with a pre-paid
UPS label for sending in your Reader. You should have your PRS-500
back within 14 days, with the firmware update installed.

Alternatively, you can trade it for a newer model.
Quote:

Trade in for a new Reader Pocket Edition or Reader Touch Edition:
Trade in your PRS-500 when purchasing a new Reader Pocket Edition or
Reader Touch Edition. You will receive $50 off of the Reader Pocket
Edition or $75 off the Reader Touch Edition.

Linky.
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MobileRead Week in Review: 11/07 - 11/14

Another week, another steady stream of e-book goodness here on
MobileRead. Our authentic roundup of what's been going on:

E-Book General - News and Commentary
¢ Kindle For PC is now available.
E-Book Devices - PocketBook
e PocketBook 360° review
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http://www.mobileread.com/forums/showthread.php?t=61844
http://www.mobileread.com/forums/showthread.php?t=61908

PocketBook 360° review

EDIT: There is Part Il of the review available in the thread.

I was looking for an e-ink device to upgrade my aging Sony PRS-500
reader for quite some time.

Ever since I have seen first proposals for Pocket Book 360° design on
The-ebook.org forum I was planning to get one eventually.

So I did get one. Finally. I purchased an original Ukrainian package from
our member Forgosigan.

Originally I wanted to purchase black unit, because I thought the screen
would appear lighter when surrounded by a black bezel, and I am used
to black reader from my PRS-500 anyway. Forkosigan persuaded me to
buy "ivory" colored unit. He said that the text appears blacker on a
screen with light bezel. Besides, he did not have any black units left ;-)

I have purchased light colored one and I am happy.

The color of the unit is not bright white, it is light "PC case" beige with
pearly - silvery, almost metallic surface. There is grey plastic border
around the screen. The resulting combination is very pleasing, and
indeed, the letters look *almost* "like lacquered chopsticks on a clean
tablecloth" :-)

I LOVE the detachable lid. It protects the screen very well without
adding bulk to the device. I like the user replaceable battery. You should
update the manual, however, there are no markings at the back of the
device indicating that this is the door to the battery compartment and
reset button. It is also not apparent how to open the door once you start
looking for the Reset button. (I did not need it yet, despite my furious
tests).

There is only one thing I do not like in hardware. It is audible click when
you press the button. I can still read without disturbing my sleeping
partner, but I would have prefered a little bit quieter click.

With a few books in internal memory the device boots in under 21
seconds. It also takes less than 21 seconds to boot the machine with an
SD card with over a thousand files on it freshly inserted. I am very
impressed. Everything is configurable. You can configure the device to
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take you after the boot directly to the book you were reading when you
switch it off, and I used that option when timing "cold boot".

When you insert SD card with 10 folders on it and you have another 15
folders with books already in main memory you are presented with a
library that combines those top folders, so in a main library you see all 25
folders plus whatever books you have on the root of the card or in the
root of the main memory "disk". You do not see folders with names
starting with dot (which is standard Unix and Linux behaviour). There is
an icon indicating whether the file resides on a card or in memory.

There is another icon present next to file name. No icon means the book
was not opened, an "open book" icon means you are reading the books
and reader remembers your position, a "checkbox" icon means the book
was finished. The states are saved in a file accessible from main memory
when you connect the reader to PC, the "not yet opened", "being read"
and "finished" flag can also be reset from the menu described below.

You can manage files directly from PocketBook user interface. Just press
and hold the OK button to get menu.

you can do following actions

- Open book

- view information and metadata

- mark as Read (or finished)

- File

. - rename

. - Move to folder

. - copy to SD card (or main memory, depending on where the book is)

.- Move to SD card

. - Delete

.- Mark group

- set view for files as

. - list

. - thumbnails

. - details

. - set screen orientation (any angle 0, 90, 180, 270, or gyro sensor)

- Sort

. - by title

. - by author

. - by series

.- by creation time

- Show names as
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. - book titles
. - file names

- find book
I havent, yet, discovered how to create a folder.

There are basically three kinds of book files you can read on PB. Files
with rigid layout, such as pdf and djvu files, files that are reflowable,
such as fb2, tb2.zip, txt, rtf, html, chm, doc, epub and tcr and comics. In
this review I will not talk about pdf files, that will take another long post.
I said that pdf files have rigid structure, but according to the manual you
*can* reflow, zoom or read in column mode pdf files.

Reflowable files are opened in an application FBreader. FBreader is very
configurable. It discards most of the formatting information from rtf, doc
and displays text fully justified, in an user selected font.

In FBreader you can configure

- font (face, size)

- encoding (there are quite a lot of options missing, but you can use
UTE-8, so I do not see a problem. Encoding options are: auto, Win-1251,
Win-1252, Win-1255, KOI8-R, KOI8-U, IBM866, ISO-8859-1, ISO-8859-5,
UTE-8)

- line spacing (from 70 to 200%)

- page margins in three steps, starting with no margin

- hyphenations

- line breaks (auto, new line, empty line, line with indent), so PB can
display "raw, plain vanilla" Project Gutenberg text file surprisingly well

There are further settings that affect the FBreader under settings icon on
the main menu. Among many, many interesting things you can set
Apperance - theme, interface font, boot logo, text rendering (Not
antialiased, Antialiased, embolded)

Let us get back to the FBreader.

There is a very thin status bar at the bottom of the screen when you read
the book, It contains following info:

[page #] / [number of pages], name of the book in a very tiny font,
percentage of the book you have read so far, a graphical progress bar,
time and battery indicator. When you open the book, or when you
change screen orientation or font or size of font there are just three dots
displayed instead of page number and progress bar - this is indication
that the device is repaginating the book.
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You can use custom fonts. Just copy ttf font into Fonts directory on the
main memory when you connect reader to the PC. If you provide device
with just one variant of the font, the bold and italic text is simulated, just
like on Sony reader. When you load all for variants of the font - normal,
bold, itallics and bold itallics the device uses that and you get real italics.
(Just have a look at the shape of the 'a’ letter to see if you have real italics.
See? ‘a’ versus 'a'. I strongly recommend font Droid that was developed
specifically for small displays on Android operating system and released
under Apache licence. I very much like the way fonts are displayed,
rendered, antialiased, and hinted on PocketBook

I have only one question concerning FBreader for our resident
PocketBook resellers. How do I configure FBreader to use left
justification instead of full justification? I think have seen description of
how to modify a FBreader config file (easily accesible in main memory
when you connect the reader) somewhere on the-ebook.org forum, but I
can not find it right now.

Another question is, what happens when user deletes system files from
main memory? (Do not worry dear readers, there are only some
configuration files, files with state of the books and such things in the
user mountable main memory, so you can not delete some important
system file.) How can this be corrected? Can this be remedied by using
"factory default option" oe perhaps by formatting internal memory from
Settings or by reflashing firmware? I am NOT going to try, but sooner or
later somebody WILL delete some files.

To be continued ...

Now let us see some unpacking photos, shot with a mobile phone
camera under very adverse lighting conditions. During weekend I will
try to borrow a better camera and make better shots, might be even a
video.

Attached Thumbnails
AAAAAAAAAAA
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Kindle For PC is now available.

Amazon has released the oft requested Kindle for PC software. This
software lets you buy and read Kindle books on your PC. If you have a
Kindle the Whispersync will automatically keep your last read page
synced on the device and the PC.

From the Kindle blog;:

Quote:

With it you can read more than 360,000 Kindle books on your computer.
There is no Kindle required but if you have one, you'll be able to access
your library of Kindle books, notes, marks, and more.

Stay tuned, as more apps are on the way, including Kindle for Mac, and
Kindle for Blackberry.

To download the software visit
www.amazon.com /KindleforPC

To discuss this news please visit:
http:/ /www.mobileread.com/forums/showthread.php?t=61798

18


http://www.amazon.com/KindleforPC
http://www.mobileread.com/forums/showthread.php?t=61798

MobileRead Week in Review: 10/31 - 11/07

Welcome to another digest entry of MobileRead, where we transform the
profound into the bite-sized.

E-Book General - News and Commentary
* Spring Design sues Barnes & Noble over the Nook
* AddALL E-Book Search with new features
* Foxit eSlick to suport ePub in Firmware 2.0
E-Book General - Deals, Freebies, and Resources
* Free one day only--gryphonwood press books at Smashwords
[Offer Expired]
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Foxit eSlick to suport ePub in Firmware 2.0

Quote:

In its continuing effort to be the electronic reader of choice, Foxit is
expanding eSlicka€™s support for more reading formats. eSlick
customers will now be able to view documents in ePub and eReader
(PDB) in additional to previously supported PDF and Text formats. The
support for ePub and eReader enable customers to read books
downloaded from any website which supports these reading formats.

via http://finance.yahoo.com /news/Foxit-....html?x=0&.v=1

and http://www.engadget.com/2009/11/06/f.. ndle-to-shame/
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AddALL E-Book Search with new features

AddALL, the E-Book search site, has added several new features:

1. many new sites added including:

- 18 USA ebook stores (amazon, b&n, sony ...)

- 7 UK ebookstores (Whsmith, Borders, Waterstones...)

- 2 Aus ebookstores (Dymocks, Harpercollins AU)

- 5 free ebook sites (gutenberg, feedbooks, MobileRead ..)

2. new Amazon and Sony free ebooks monitoring features.
3. Amazon, B&N and Sony bestseller price comparison pages.
With this update, AAdALL now searches across more than 30 sites. In

addition, they provide an easy-to-use search plug-in for both the Firefox
and Internet Explorer browsers.

You can find discussions about AddALL, including some search tips, in
these earlier threads in the forum: New ebook price comparison site:
AddAll Fbooks and AddAll Fbook price comparison
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UMPC Portal

EviGroup Pad Website Goes Live.

EviGroup CEO Nicolas Ruiz just emailed us to let us know that the
official website of the EviGroup Pad [info] is now live. Unfortunately it’s
in French at the moment but Google does a reasonable job of translating
it to English although I'm not so sure about the ‘toes’ bit!

There are four versions of the device based around the same core
hardware.

Processor: 1.6Ghz Atom

RAM: 1GB SO-DIMM 667Mhz. Slot. Ram interchangeable.
Storage Capacity: 2 * 5 160GB HDD S-ATA.

Display: 10.6-inch touchscreen, resistive. Resolution 1024 * 600.
Pointing Device: Stylus deployable, thumbs and fingers (toes as
possible)

Wireless connectivity: 3G / WiFia /b / g

Networking: Ethernet

Lithium-Ion Removable: 3 hours of time average.

Devices internal microphone, webcam Front 1300000 pixels.
Ports SD / MMC / MS (SDHC Compatible)

Connectivity: 1 x VGA, 3 x USB2 ports, jack, microphone jack.
Weight: 990g (battery included)

Dimensions: 260x160x22mm

The best way to describe it would be as a T101H without the keyboard.
At 900gm its a very interesting productivity option, I recon the prices
aren’t too bad either. 620 for the 3G version seems quite interesting as
part of a mobile productivity kit. Note that the RAM is upgradeable too.

Tablet Pad Standard without Windows 7 without Selinel0: 489 € +
30 € charges.

Tablet Pad Standard with Windows 7 Home Premium and
Seline10: 549 € + 30 € charges.

The Elite version includes 3G:
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e Tablet Pad Elite 7 with Windows Home Premium and Selinel0:
599 € + 30 € charges.

e Tablet Pad Elite without Windows 7 without Selinel0: 539 € + 30 €
charges.

My main questions are:

¢ What does ‘Seline’ give me?
e Does the tablet enable touch features in Windows 77?
* What's the real battery life?

We're trying to get hold of a review unit.

Evigroup Pad Web site
Related posts:

1. eviGroup 10.6” ‘Pad’ gets Video Hands-on. Is on sale. Is in our
Database. Apart from a brief mention in the weekly update a...

2. Viliv S5 UMPC Now Available for Pre-order with SSD (32, 128GB)
and 3G We’ve been slightly distracted by the X70 EX over the...

3. Samsung Q1 Premium — Hands-on. Video I was very very impressed
with the Q1 Ultra Premium...
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EKing S515 Tilt/Slider UMPC. Unboxing and Overview.

If you're relatively new to the UMPC scene, the name ‘EKing’
probably doesn’t mean much to you. They arrived on the scene to rescue
the failing Wibrain brand and took on production of the il; an ugly but
very productive UMPC. In the last year they’ve also been working on
new devices and the S515 [specifications] is one of them. We're not sure
who’s manufacturing this as it’s also been spotted as the Digicube Z8.
There’s also a hint of Viliv in the packaging and marketing but at the end
of the day, it’s a new UMPC and it needs checking out.

The S515 surprised me when I first unboxed it. The black and
rubberised finish, keyboard and build quality are way better than on the
silver one I saw at IDF and I was very pleased to to confirm that there is
a good quality mouse pad integrated into the frame. Performance with
the Windows 7 build was quite impressive too. On the negative side, this
is an 800x480 screen (not WSVGA as indicated on the box) which, while
near perfect for web browsing and mobile video, becomes a problem
when you try to run desktop operating systems on it. A 1024x600 screen
would have been better. Lets hope that we can find a nice Linux-based
small-screen optimised distribution that works on this Menlow platform
because at 50-100 Euros, a Windows XP/7 license is going to be a
significant portion of the overall cost of the S515.

[Note: EKing S515 supplied by Mobilx. Check out their web page for
latest pricing]

As always, there’s a potential show-stopper. In this case, as with many
other device we’ve reviewed, it’s the battery life. Is there still no global
agreement that anything under 3 hours is a problem? The 2.5 working

battery life of this (as I'm seeing right now) is a figure that many will
balk at.

The PC-based architecture of the E-King brings the usual advantages
of browser quality/choice, USB support, Windows application
compatibility and processing power and for some, this is right at the top
of their list. For those people, the Eking is worth looking at.

More information, specifications, gallery and links here. Stay tuned
for first impressions and a review.

Related posts:
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. Eking 5515 UMPC available soon / unboxing soon. Mobilx have been
working hard. Not only have they picked...

. Eking i1 (Was Wibrain il) UMPC Available from Mobilx. Price.
Mobilx, the ever UMPC-loving resellers from Hungary have negotiated a...

. Results of HTC Shift poll. Following the less-than-perfect news about the
HTC Shift battery life...
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Modded Sony VAIO UX does everything — and then some. Is
this the fastest, most versatile UMPC in the world?

Sony might have stopped updating the VAIO UX series UMPC a while
back, but the amazing guys over at MicroPCTalk certainly haven’t. In
what is being championed as the masterpiece of the forum, a modded
UX490 (the lastest UX model from Sony, released November 2007)
features nearly every major mod that the community has come up with
over the last several years.

* The original 48GB SSD has been swapped out with a 128GB
RunCore Pro IV SSD.

* The original Core 2 Solo U2200 @ 1.2GHz has been replaced with a
much more powerful Intel Core 2 Duo U7700 @1.33GHz and is
overclocked to 1.438GHz.

* The insides have been carefully maneuver to fit the E169 Huawei
terminal which offers HSDPA /UMTS (900/2100MHz) 3G data up
to 7.2mbps, GSM/GPRS/EDGE (850/900/1800/1900MHz) voice
calling and texting.

Pretty intense right? But wait, there’s more!

e The UX490 quad-boots Mac OSX Leopard 10.5.7, Windows 7
Ultimate, Windows Vista Business, and Windows XP Professional
(the words “incompatible software” don’t exist for this UX490.)

* The Huawei terminal even works under OSX making it probably
the smallest 3G capable Mac in town!

I'm waiting on some benchmarks and will update this post when I get
them, but this UX490 is said to be able to hit 57k in Crystal Mark, which
would make it the fastest UMPC in the world, and almost certainly the
fastest for it’s size (524 grams/1.1 pounds).

I'm absolutely impressed with what a small but dedicated community
can do with a device that they love. Honestly, who thought a computer
this small would be this moddable?

Major props to everyone at MPCT who collectively worked out all of
the tweaks and mods over the years which have made this possible.
Huge shout-out to Ahn who pioneered the first U7600 mod, and did all
of the mods on this UX490. Also a giant shout-out to MPCT forum
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member darkerx who endeavored to create this monster of a mobile
machine.

I think we can officially dub this unit the, community created, MPCT
UX590.

Maybe the guys at Sony will catch wind of this and become again
interested in the UX series!

Related posts:

1. VAIO UX490 modded with U7600 Core 2 Duo, may be the world’s
fastest UMPC A few weeks ago we told you about the VAIO...

2. Is the VAIO P supposed to be the successor of the UX series? I
wouldn’t be here right now if I didn't...

3. UX490 goes missing from SonyStyle Jenn from Pocketables.net notes that
the Sony VAIO UX490 has...
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‘In Other News...” November 22nd

Here’s the weekly rundown of items that we posted to the middle
column on UMPCPortal, our ‘Other News’ section. It’s all good UMPC
and MID-related stuff that, in most cases, we didn’t write about as a
main news item.

Posted Mistic Audio Case for Archos 5 Android Tablet

Shared 4 photos.

Posted Pocketable reviews the PA

Shared Jolicloud to add support for netbooks with Atom Z5xx
processors, GMA 500 graphics

Posted Archos 5 Mini Dock

Shared 2 videos.

Shared 2 photos.

Shared Opera to the rescue: Opera Mobile 10 now available for
Windows Mobile phones

Shared How Jolicloud is adding support for GMA 500 graphics

Shared Archos Android tablet running ereader.com software.

Posted 699 pre-order price for Xperia X10

Shared Inventec Smartbook almost makes me think Smartbooks have a
shot

Liked 2 videos.

Related posts:

1. Jolicloud OS gets revealed I've been eagerly awaiting information on the
upcoming Jolicloud...

2. In Other News...” October 18th Here’s the weekly rundown of items that
we posted to...

3. Archos releases new “Internet Media Tablets” So yet another name...
This time with the wonderful...
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Chrome(ium) OS PC’s: Dumber than your Mobile Phone.

Information is coming through on Google’s Chromium OS from a
number of sources. (See below.) I've been following the Techcrunch blog
and as a mobile-focused end-user, I'm picking up a number of things
that turn me off.

I advise you to check out the two links at the bottom of this article but
here are a few pointers.

Available for end users in a year

For OEMs to build into devices

Coming to X86 first then ARM

Limited device support

“Android apps currently will not run on Chrome OS.”
For devices bigger than netbooks

[Screeching halt!]

Clearly Chromium OS is for high-speed fixed (stationary) connections
and not for mobile devices. Device support will be extremely limited so I
wouldn’t expect this to work with 3G, touchscreens, multi-touch
mousepads, fingerprint readers, external screens, local storage, extended
buttons or other special features we see on UMPCs without it being re-
built especially for each device.

Personally I'm having trouble working out what Google are doing
here. Is it to promote HTML5 development? Am I failing to see the long-
term play? Are we really going to be using operating systems on our
desks that are dumber than the ones on our phones?

The advantages for netbooks users are limited. The license cost
advantage will be just $15-$25, the device support will be poor and there
will be a million and one re-distributions causing confusion and
splintering for Linux.

High-speed javascript processing won’t be unique to Chrome. Fast
boot won’t be unique to Chrome. HTML5 won’t be unique to Chrome.
Web apps won’t be unique to Chrome. What's going to get people to buy
a Chromium OS computer? I doubt people will be queuing up for an OS
that never needs upgrading.

Google Blog

Techcrunch
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Related posts:

1. New Web Browser. Chrome ‘Beta” from Google. has Webkit and
Mozilla roots. Google Window I suspect. Breaking News (Meaning I
don’t have much information at this...

2. Chrome OS. Be Dynamic or Forget It. There’s lots of excitement about
‘Chrome OS’ floating around...

3. Google announces Google Chrome OS In the same way that Google
Wave is being...
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Asus Eee T91 goes through sensitivity training, comes out
other end as the more sensitive T91IMT

Several days back we looked at the then just released Asus Eee T9IMT
which featured an resistive multitouch screen. We were also treated to a
little T91MT promotional video showing off some of the things that you
could do with the T91MT. One of those things appeared to be pressure
sensitivity, but after some hands on time with the T91IMT, kubel from
myt91.info found it to lack pressure sensitivity of any sort which was
somewhat of a disappointment.

Fast forward a bit and now kubel as found that the T91MT really does
have pressure sensitivity with one caveat, it isn’t enabled by default. Not
sure exactly how many levels of pressure the T91IMT can detect, but it is
nice to see this technology in a resistive touch screen.

He’s even got a video to prove it:
[GottaBeMobile]
Related posts:

1. Asus Eee T9IMT barely out the door... already reviewed Kubel of
MyT91.info seems to be one of the...

2. Asus Eee T91 and multi-touch T91IMT are finally shipping Not too
long ago we wondered what happened to...

3. Multi-touch comes to resistive touchscreens Jkkmobile points out an
interesting video from Engadget that...
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Limited edition pink UMID M1

The Viliv boys pointed out that Dynamism will be selling a limited
edition* pink UMID M1 [Portal page]. Though the UIMD M2 is due out
sometime soon — I guess the more colors, the better!The pink UMID M1
is $50 less ($449) than the black low-end UMID M1 that Dynamism sells.
Unfortunately no, they aren’t giving you $50 off just because its pink...
the pink one has a slightly slower CPU - the Atom Z515 at 1.2GHz (vs.
1.3GHz for the low-end black model, or 1.33GHz on the high-end black
model). Everything else, however, is the same as on the low-end black
model: 8GB SSD, 512MB of RAM, and Windows XP. From the images it
is a bit tough to tell exactly how glossy or matte the pink version is, but it
appears to be more on the matte side of the spectrum, similar to the black
one that I looked at.

*Dynamism has the pink M1 down as “limited edition”, but it isn’t
exactly clear whether it is the pink M1 itself which is limited, or the deal
currently running that includes a free pink pouch and 4GB MicroSD
card.

Related posts:

1. Black UMID M1 finds a matching keyboard Some of the earliest
pictures of the UMID M1...

2. UMID M1 matte black, production model and case, unboxing It
seems like Steve has had his hands all over...

3. Black UMID comes to Dynamism After a long wait and more than a little
WOLTY...
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Update on Archos 9 availability

The Archos 9 has had the #1 spot in the Portal for some time now, it’s
pretty clear that people are excited for it, despite the fact that it may be a
slate.

Unfortunately for everyone out there looking forward to the Archos 9,
you’'ll have to wait a little bit longer. We had been expecting the Archos 9
to be released on October 22nd as we had heard at IDF 09, but we've
watched that date come and go and been scratching our heads since.

I've recently contacted Archos about availability of the Archos 9, and
was told that pre-orders made through www.archos.com should be
shipping in “early December”. Retail store availability (Amazon,
Walmart, etc.) is expected in Q1. That’s all we’ve got to go on for now;
sorry for the folks that have been holding out, but hopefully you’ll get
your hand on this device before something else comes along and catches
your eye!

Related posts:

1. Archos 9 UMPC gets some hands-on time Update: Archos 9 is now in
the database with all...

2. Archos 9 Demonstrated on Video Charbax has posted a very good video
of a working...

3. Archos 9 dissected Jkk has spotted that the Archos 9 has been...
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Chrome OS. Be Dynamic or Forget It.

There’s lots of excitement about ‘Chrome OS’ floating around at the
moment. Apparently, Google will be giving us more details tomorrow
and I hope for the sake of them that it’s more than just a browser and a
set of HTML5 containers with Google apps inside. I think we all know
how most consumers will react when they see something as bare-bones
as that!

What's the one, critical, element of consumer-focused operating
systems that makes them successful? Applications.

OK. I'm talking about the western world here. Maybe Google is
targeting towards the emerging markets but I doubt it. The ‘cloud’
hardly works well enough in Germany or Finland, let alone in India!

Actually it’s not so much the applications that excites the users, it’s the
impression of a dynamic device that can change, adapt and mature as its
lifetime progresses. The excitement of a new operating system upgrade
or a look into the application store is like getting a new device again
except this time, it’s a sub-$10 upgrade instead of a $499 one. It’s
happening to all mobile operating systems and to many desktops too.
Check out Moblin, the Linux-based browser-focused slim OS. (Yes, a
competitor to Chrome OS on PCs) Intel are spending lots and lots and
lots of money in order to make it dynamic. It’s going to be exciting. Even
in the minor upgrade from 2.0 to 2.1 it was fun to see the new features. It
was free too.

Google will need to do this too. They can. Easily.

* Dalvic runtime. (Run Android apps)

* Small-payments and authorisation system for HTML5
applications.

* A new app store.

If Google can announce a dynamic Chrome OS operating system on
Thursday that works on PCs then, good; it's another free option for
netbooks and UMPCs. If they announce a dynamic Chrome OS for ARM-
based platforms then it’s game-on. At last there be an exciting option for
tablets, smartbooks and other ultra mobile computing devices. It will
only be one piece of the complex puzzle that makes up a truly complete
product but it’s an important one.
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If they don’t announce anything Dynamic then forget it. There are a
number of better options out there already.

Further reading available at: JKOntheRun, more from us, gigaom and
an interesting one from TGDaily

Related posts:

1. Google announces Google Chrome OS In the same way that Google
Wave is being...
2. New Web Browser. Chrome ‘Beta’ from Google. has Webkit and

Mozilla roots. Google Window I suspect. Breaking News (Meaning I

don’t have much information at this...
3. Google Chrome OS. Round-Up, Podcasts, Thoughts. On the 7th July,
Google announced that they are developing...
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Archos 5 Mini-Video/USB Dock and Firmware 1.3

What a hectic few hours! I've had DHL at the door with the Archos 5
Mini Dock, a tweet from Pocketables alerting me that the new firmware
is available and the whole lot has been captured in a video. I'll say no
more than this:

Mini-dock = Bargain!

YouTube HD on TV = Fantastic!

IR RF keyboard and mouse = Total TV laziness.

Mini keyboard and mouse = Mini “Web’ PC under 500gm and 300
Euro!

It looks like some hard drives with no external power won’t work but I
tested a few USB SD-card adaptors and it worked fine. Questions remain
over 3G sticks.

As for the firmware, there are a lot of improvements. Check the
updates page for details.

More images in the gallery.

More information about the Archos 5 Internet Tablet here.

Update: TV interference is purely due to trying to record a CRT. For a
better look at TV-out put using an HDMI dock, Check out Charbax’s
video here.

Archos 5 Mini Dock Overview

Help your UMPCPortal! Buy the Archos 5 Mini-Dock through our
affiliates.

* ARCHOS Mini Dock fiir ARCHOS 5 / 5g und ARCHOS 7
* Archos Germany ordering page for 8GB (not in stock — see
selection boxes on page.)
e ARCHOS Mini Dock for ARCHOS 5 & ARCHOS 7
* Mini Dock at Amazon US (Not available at present)
ARCHOS Mini Dock fiir ARCHOS 5 / 5¢ und ARCHOS 7

Related posts:

1. Archos renews my faith in mobile tech companies My mobile tech
interest feels reinvigorated, thanks in part...

2. Archos 5 Android Internet Tablet First Impressions. (Long!) The
Archos 5 Internet Media Tablet is a 4.8” 800x480...
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http://www.amazon.de/gp/product/B002Q54E8G?ie=UTF8&tag=carrypad-21&linkCode=xm2&camp=1638&creativeASIN=B002Q54E8G
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B001D08A4E?ie=UTF8&tag=um-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B001D08A4E
”http:/www.amazon.de/gp/product/B001D08A4E?ie=UTF8&tag=carrypad-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1638&creative=6742&creativeASIN=B001D08A4E”
http://www.umpcportal.com/2009/10/archos-renews-my-faith-in-mobile-tech-companies/
http://www.umpcportal.com/2009/10/archos-5-android-internet-tablet-first-impressions-long/

3. Archos 5 Internet Tablet info. 229 for 8GB SSD. Available

tomorrow? As the Archos press conference starts in Paris, it seems...
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Good News for Linux/Menlow Netbooks, UMPCs and MIDs

Two items of news related to Linux support on the Menlow platorm
have caught my attention in the last 24 hours. Both news items are
related to the Ubuntu Linux distribution.

Menlow is the Intel platform that many MIDs, UMPCs and even
netbooks and laptops have been built around in the last 12 months. It’s
focused towards very low power consumption, video playback
acceleration and 3D support in the smallest possible size.

Up until now, the only official operating systems that have supported
the platform have been Moblin 1 (via Intel. Largely a static project now)
and Windows XP, Vista and 7. Trying to use any of the latest popular
Linux distributions on any of these devices results in problems.

Ubuntu, the Linux distribution run by Canonical, has always had a
close relationship with UMPCs and MIDs. They did some work on
Moblin 1 with the Ubuntu-MID distribution but that project is now
static. Then there was Ubuntu-Mobile which turned into Ubuntu UMPC.
Again, this project stopped. The Ubuntu Netbook Remix project also
started and this is the one that has been focused on over the last 12
months. Unfortunately, it doesn’t have any support for the graphics/
video part on Menlow known as ‘Poulsbo’. The same is true of Moblin 2.
Intel dropped support for the MID platform.

The good news is that there are people out there working to fix the
problem. The latest information is that one ‘lucazade’” has rolled up
everything that is needed into a few scripts and has even set up a
repository that can be used to pick up the correct drivers. Full
information at the bottom of this post.

The second bit of good news is that Jolicloud, the Ubuntu-based
distribution targeted at netbooks, is also checking out support for
GMAJS500. This message went out yesterday:

team is testing internally the poulsbo (gma 500) support in the
next jolicloud release, we will look soon for testers.

Naturally we’ve already been in contact with the Jolicloud team about
this and plan to bring you some more information shortly.
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http://www.umpcportal.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/11/sch15.jpg
http://www.moblin.org
http://www.umpcportal.com/2008/10/ubuntu-umpc-ubuntu-mid-810-launch-time-to-join-the-party/
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?v=wall&viewas=0&gid=62711517402
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http://toomuchgreen.eu/2009/11/12-karma-with-karmic-koala/
http://www.jolicloud.com/
http://twitter.com/jolicloud/status/5775055899

Despite all this third-party activity and end-user requirement (about
30 Menlow-based devices exist in the market right now) Intel has never
really talked about Menlow support. We've seen Moblin 2.1 for
handhelds running on Menlow and seen the Linux Foundation
demonstrating it but I can’t get any statement out of them on the subject.

Based on what we’ve seen and heard I would put money on being able
to run the open source beta release of Moblin 2.1 for handhelds on
Menlow (purely because there’s no other platform available for
developers to test on) and that is supposed to be coming within the next
month. I'm also convinced that Moorestown will use the GMA500 so
there’s another reason to have drivers available.

Finally, check out some of the emails in the Moblin Developer mailing
list. This is an interesting one for example. (from 15th Nov.)

If you know of other Linux distributions that either work with or are
planning GMAS500 support (I hear rumors that Mandriva supports
GMAS500?) let everyone know in the comments. Likewise, if you're
running Linux on a Menlow platform, let us know what you think.

Update: 18th Nov 2009. Jolicloud have announced out-of-the-box
support for the GMAS500.

Related posts:

1. Who’s next on the Moblin distribution list? Thoughtfix brings us the
news (from The Register) that Moblin...

2. GMADJS00 support on Linux not quite there yet. Somehow, somewhere,
there seems to be a problem getting quality...

3. Ubuntu-UMPC, Ubuntu-MID 8.10 launch. Time to join the party?

You might not have seen the announcement that Ubuntu-mobile had...
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http://www.midmoves.com/2009/09/moblin-2-1-for-handhelds-qa-demo/
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http://www.umpcportal.com/2009/10/heard-at-mdc09-today-and-a-quake-iii-demo/
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http://lists.moblin.org/pipermail/dev/2009-November/007140.html
http://building.jolicloud.com/2009/11/17/the-quest-for-implementing-support-for-the-gma500-chipset/
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http://www.umpcportal.com/2008/07/whos-next-on-the-moblin-distribution-list/
http://www.umpcportal.com/2009/02/gma500-support-on-linux-not-quite-there-yet/
http://www.umpcportal.com/2008/10/ubuntu-umpc-ubuntu-mid-810-launch-time-to-join-the-party/

What would you want in a Microblogging-Pad?

Here’s a post I've just found in my drafts folder. I wrote it in March
and forgot to post it. It’s still relevant now so here it is.

March 2009

I realise that many of you couldn’t give a damn about Twitter and the
like. It certainly can be a distraction and I do agree, I don’t really want to
know what people are eating for dinner when I'm waking up in the
morning but despite that I've become a fan and have discovered and
connected with many many interesting people in the last months.

As I flew back from SXSW last week though, I couldn’t stop thinking
about how consumer MIDs and Microblogging go hand in hand. I'm
convinced that the social networks are where the interest will seed for
the consumer-focused devices and OEMs need to be careful to consider
this opportunity. UMPCs are slightly different in that they focus more on
productivity and desktop processes but MIDs, sitting in that gadget
space with high-end smartphones, pmp, pnd and e-book readers, have a
chance to shine due to their fantastic ability to deliver the best pocketable
web experience. Behind most microblogs I see is a link to a full web page
so working in 140 characters doesn’t mean that the web requirements are
anything less that what we’ve come to expect on our laptops.

As I sat on the flight home with my Fujitsu Loox, I made a few notes
about how my ultimate “Tweet-Pad” might look. I've looked at existing
hardware before but this time I allowed myself to dream a little. It
follows much of what my Carrypad idea was and with the experience
I've gained from the 3 years I've had working with ultra mobile devices
since then, it was easy to imagine the specs. I'll list my specs below but
I'm more interested to hear yours. If you use microblogging services like
Twitter, how would you want to take them mobile?

18 hours battery life (connected, idle, screen off)

4 hours active battery life (connected, screen on, cpu in-use)

3g, WiFi, BT

Pocketable, under 250gm

Lightweight, multitasking os

Tailored client for many protocols. (Flickr, Twitter, Jauku,
Blogger)
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* CPU power to support 4-8 concurrent apps (low-end Atom, high-

end ARM)

Very simple apps store

Sliding keyboard

5mp cam, auto focus, flash

sd card slot fro transferring images, extra storage

8GB fast SSD storage

Sub 10’s turn-on and connect time.

SDK for easy app dev

fast, full (Ajax, flash) browser with sub-15 second average page

load time.

$299 without contract. Free with $25 per month data-only contract.

(5GB limit)\

o Stylish, branded design. (Brand brings developers, end user
confidence)

For me, the device with the most chance of success is going to be
stylish, carry a known brand, utilise a simple application development
architecture (possibly levering off existing mobile operating systems)
and somehow, seed some viral interest within the microblogging
community.

I'm interested to hear you views.

Update: Since I wrote this post in March we’ve seen the first Twitter
Pad. I wasn’t impressed. I've been using a 299 Euro media playing, web
browsing, twitter-capable p5” pad that stays connected all day so I know
this can be done better and combining media, navigation, web and
short, live messaging with a 3G connection, even a low-speed one, still
seems the way to got to me.

Related posts:

1. Intel calls iPhone a MID. Obviously Preparing for Moorestown
Marketing. I enjoyed this article at APCMag. There’s a lot you...

2. Who’s winning the ARM vs X86 mobile Internet race? I'm a big fan
of the x86 platform when it...

3. The ‘Ring of FIE" and the Perfect Mobile Microblogging Device.
I've been thinking about this subject for a while...
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Mini-Review: Misticaudio Case for Archos 5 IT (Android)

For of all, thanks to Jeff Hill of Misticaudio for sending over this case
for review. They’'ve stepped in at just the right time with a leather case
for the Archos 5IT that fits well, doesn’t impact on the usability of the
device and looks great at a very acceptable cost. $28 is a good price
although you’ll need to consider taxes and customs costs if you're
importing it.

More images in the gallery.

As you can see from the images, the case is a wallet design with an
access window, cut-outs for ports, buttons and the speaker and an
integrated stand. There are also two slots for credit cards and, in the fold,
a slot for a stylus. Stitching is neat and the clips seem good enough. The
stand is relatively solid and there’s some padding and strengthening in
the screen flap. A few corners of the device are left exposed so there’s
still a chance of a nasty knock if you're very unlucky and the chance for
dust and dust to get into the connectors but to be fair, this is a case that is
designed to allow you to use the device and its connectors. I haven't
tested a docking station yet but that should arrive soon and I'll update
this post when I've tested it out.

The Archos 5 IT doesn’t ship with any sort of case or cover and
although the plastics and screen seem strong, I'd still recommend buying
a case for it if you're planning to use it while mobile. The Misticaudio
case is tidy, stylish option.

The Misticaudio case for the Archos 5 Internet Tablet is currently
available at Sensory Candy

Related posts:

1. Archos Android MIDs Revealed. OMAP + Android goodness on
the way! MID, Smartphone, MIDPhone, Mini-tablet, PMP. Who cares! This
FCC filing...

2. Archos 9 priced in the UK, Android powered 5” device in
September? Trusted Reviews seems to have gotten some info from...

3. ARCHOS to merge Android and Media Stack in voice-enabled
MID This could be a great move for Andriod, TI and...
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http://www.umpcportal.com/2009/08/archos-android-mids-revealed-omap-android-goodness-on-the-way/
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http://www.umpcportal.com/2009/02/archos-to-merge-android-and-media-stack-in-voice-enabled-mid/

Sponsorship-supported Crunchpad is alive. ‘Steamrolling’
says Arrington.

I should have been in bed but I got hooked into an excellent Gillmor
Gang videocast (below) this evening. Robert Scoble, Mike Arrington, P
Rangaswami, Kevin Marks, and Saul Hansell talk a lot about the iPhone
and Driod war, discuss the differences and then, all of a sudden, at about
39 minutes in, the conversation switches to the Crunchpad.

As I watched, I sent three important tweets out:

* “crunchpad is steamrolling” , “costs keep coming down”. “big
news on that shortly” says @arrington

* Crunchpad is going to sell “for something between three and four
hundred dollars” , web-only says @arrington

* “soft revenue”, “sponsorships” on Crunchpad. Sounds like ad-
supported “without impacting the user experience”

There’s more in the video below.

$300-$400 dollars PLUS advertising (sponsorship) is what everyone
will be talking about. For mass-market couch-surfing, that’s too
expensive. The Archos Android tablet and iPod Touch have already set
the pricing bar (and possibly the sizing) for home-based sofa-surfing
devices.

To be fair, I don’t think Mike Arrington expects the Crunchpad to be
selling millions and he understands that the home “pad” market is just
taking off so this, like many other 1st attempt projects, could be more of
a learning and branding exercise than anything else. If you think about
how Nokia are playing with their Maemo devices it’'s much the same.
They are nurturing awareness and developer support for a time when
the market is ripe. That could be 2010, 2011 or beyond but you have to be
ready to strike when the conditions are ready.

Clearly the Crunchpad is alive, it’s going to cost between 300 and 400
dollars, it’s Atom-based, it’s going to be sponsorship-supported, web-
only and we should expect ‘big news’ shortly.

Related recent article from Ben: Slates, slates, they're everywhere,
they’re in the water, they’re in the air

Via: Techcrunch

Related posts:
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1. CrunchPad event possibly at the end of this month, unit for less
than $300 You’ve probably heard of the upcoming CrunchPad by now....

2. Crunchpad Specification Update. When we guessed the specs of the
Crunchpad back in...

3. Is the CrunchPad the next HTC Shift? Does anyone remember the
excitement about the HTC Shift that...
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‘In Other News...” November 15th

Here’s the weekly rundown of items that we posted to the middle
column on UMPCPortal, our ‘Other News’ section. It’s all good UMPC
and MID-related stuff that, in most cases, we didn’t write about as a
main news item.

Shared 2 photos.

Liked Netbook Application: Fences — Organize Your Desktop
Shared HSPA About to Overtake Wi-Fi 802.11¢g

Shared HSPA About to Overtake Wi-Fi 802.11¢g

Posted Xperia X2 Preview by Phone Arena

Shared Windows 7 going on the viliv x70

Shared Netwalker + Umid = unimpressed wife!

Liked Dell Mini 9 Touchscreen w/ motion detection (accelerometer)
Shared Flowers by Omnia Pro

Shared NVIDIA CEO shows off mystery tablet, makes zero statements
about mystery tablet

Shared Firefox for Maemo Beta 5 Released But Slower and Less
Accurate than Default Browser

Posted Pocketables unboxes the Kohjinsha PA

Shared Netbook News takes a Trip to the Guanghua Computer Market
Shared Amazon Kindle Software on X70 UMPC

Shared 2 videos.

Shared Kohjinsha PA series size comparisons

Shared Windows 7 running like a dream on the X70 with full tablet
features

Posted Archos 5 IT Owner Review

Shared First impressions: CLEAR WiMAX

Shared What a Day, a Year, a Future

Shared Stick with XP? Windows 7 Battery Life Worse on Netbooks
Shared Qualcomm proffers first smartbook platform (The Register)

Shared Video review and photos: Crazy thin Sony Vaio X notebook, 1.6
Ibs. half inch thin

Shared HSDPA: 7 Years Ahead Today
Shared Archos 9 tablet dissected
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void(0);
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AR1xDmLckvQ&feature=youtube_gdata
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http://vilivboys.wordpress.com/2009/11/09/windows-7-going-on-the-viliv-x70/
http://vilivboys.wordpress.com/2009/11/09/netwalker-umid-unhappy-wife/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iAchgY9t2gw&feature=youtube_gdata
http://www.flickr.com/photos/umpcportal/4090191339/
http://www.engadget.com/2009/11/09/nvidia-ceo-shows-off-mystery-tablet-makes-zero-statements-about/
http://www.engadget.com/2009/11/09/nvidia-ceo-shows-off-mystery-tablet-makes-zero-statements-about/
http://thenokiablog.com/2009/11/10/firefox-for-maemo-beta/
http://thenokiablog.com/2009/11/10/firefox-for-maemo-beta/
http://www.pocketables.net/2009/11/unboxing-the-kohjinsha-pa-series.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/netbook_news/~3/T9RA9fZxMMM/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/umpcportal/4093742798/
void(0);
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/pocketables/PpUx/~3/KR19HFLLgEw/kohjinsha-pa-series-size-comparisons.html
http://vilivboys.wordpress.com/2009/11/11/windows-7-running-like-a-dream-on-the-x70-with-full-tablet-features/
http://vilivboys.wordpress.com/2009/11/11/windows-7-running-like-a-dream-on-the-x70-with-full-tablet-features/
http://www.brandsonly.nl/android/2009/11/11/archos-5-android-internet-tablet-first-impressions/
http://www.liliputing.com/2009/11/first-impressions-clear-wimax.html
http://blogs.amd.com/unprocessed/2009/11/11/what-a-day-a-year-a-future/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/LaptopMagazineNews/~3/YYl0fcOyAsU/stick-with-xp-windows-7-battery-life-worse-on-netbooks
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/rss/search/UMPC+OR+%22mobile+internet%22/SIG=12nhg7vmd/*http%3A//go.theregister.com/feed/www.theregister.co.uk/2009/11/11/qualcomm_smartbook/
http://www.mobiletechreview.com/ubbthreads/showflat.php?Board=news&Number=35105
http://www.mobiletechreview.com/ubbthreads/showflat.php?Board=news&Number=35105
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/typepad/mobilesociety/mobile_life/~3/Re-eDj3hnb4/hsdpa-7-years-ahead-today.html
http://jkkmobile.blogspot.com/2009/11/archos-9-tablet-dissected.html

Shared VIA working on MID phone that runs Windows XP and
Android

Related posts:

1. ‘In Other News...” November 22nd Here’s the weekly rundown of items
that we posted to...

2. In Other News...” October 3rd Here’s the weekly rundown of items that
we posted to...

3. In Other News...” November 1st Here’s the weekly rundown of items
that we posted to...
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Slashdot

Is That Sushi Hazardous To Your Health?

pdclarry writes "A recent study by scientists at the American Museum of
Natural History and Columbia University found that a piece of tuna
sushi may not be tuna at all: 'A piece of tuna sushi has the potential to be
an endangered species, a fraud or a health hazard," wrote the authors.
'All three of these cases were uncovered in this study.'" The study,
published in PLoS ONE examined 68 samples of tuna sushi purchased
from 31 restaurants in Manhattan (New York City) and Denver,
Colorado. Some of these were from endangered species, others were not
as labeled, and some one not tuna at all. Of these last 5 samples labeled
as "white tuna" were from a toxic fish, Escolar, which is a gempylid
species banned for sale in Italy and Japan due to health concerns. "It can
cause gastrointestinal symptoms range from mild and rapid passage of
oily yellow or orange droplets, to severe diarrhea with nausea and
vomiting. The milder symptoms have been referred to as keriorrhea [i.e.
flow of wax in Greek]." Fraud in sushi is not new; Slashdot also reported
study on mislabeling in 2008. This new study shows that some sushi can
actually make you sick. The study was also reported in Wired."

Read more of this story at Slashdot.
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Light Resonators Used To Move Nano-sized Objects

ElectricSteve writes "Scientists at Cornell University report they can now
use a light beam carrying a single milliwatt of power to move objects and
even change the optical properties of silicon from opaque to transparent
at the nanometric scale." As the article says, such an advancement "could
prove very useful for the future of micro-electromechanical (MEMS) and
micro-optomechanical (MOMS) systems."

Read more of this story at Slashdot.
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Simple, Free Web Remote PC Control?

MeatballCB writes "Hey folks. Being the 'technical' guy of the family, I
often get calls from friends and family members when they're having PC
issues. Most of these folks are not technical, so trying to troubleshoot
problems over the phone can often be a challenge. Anyone know of a
simple to use, and preferably free, service that would allow for remote
viewing/control of their PC's. I know there's WebEx and GoToMyPC,
but I hate to pay for something I'd use once every two months. I also
know about VNC, but trying to walk someone through opening up ports
on their router that thinks their Internet is broken when their homepage
gets changed is not realistic. Anyone know of anything that would be
easy to set up and use?"

Read more of this story at Slashdot.
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Google Patents Displaying Patents

theodp writes "Google has actually managed to patent displaying
patents. The USPTO issued US Patent No. D603,866 to six Google
inventors for their Graphical user interface for display screen of a
communications terminal. Among the six inventors is the guy who
introduced Google Patents. Ironically, Google Patents can't seem to find
the new Google patent for Google Patents."

Read more of this story at Slashdot.
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No More Fair-Price Refund For Declining XP EULA

mark(Q writes "Getting a fair-price refund from Amazon or Asus after
declining the Windows XP EULA appears to be a thing of the past. In
contrast to reports from the US and the UK from earlier in the year,
Amazon simply refuses and provides information to contact Microsoft.
Asus is offering US$6. Despite being confronted with publicly available
information about the real OEM price of Windows XP Home Edition
being $US25-US$30, Asus replies, 'The refund price for the decline of the
EULA is correct in it being US$6. This price unfortunately is not
negotiable I do apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused.
Please be assured that it is not ASUS intentions to steer you away in any
which way."

Read more of this story at Slashdot.
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Colossus 3.5-in SSD Combines Quad Controllers

Vigile writes "The new Colossus SSD comes in capacities starting at
256GB and going all the way up to 1TB in a standard 3.5-in hard drive
form factor. This larger size was required because the drive actually
integrates not one but four Indilinx SSD controllers and three total RAID
controllers in a nested RAID-0 array. All of this goodness combines to
create an incredibly fast drive that beats most other options in terms of
write speeds and is competitive in read tests as well. Using some custom
'garbage collection' firmware, the drive works around the fact that TRIM
commands aren't supported in RAID configurations to maintain high
speeds through the life of the SSD."

Read more of this story at Slashdot.
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Chrome OS and Android "Will Likely Converge" In the
Future

xchg writes "When Google first announced that the company would be
pursuing development of two distinct operating systems, many
questioned Google's motivation. 'Google executives, including CEO Eric
Schmidt, have downplayed the conflict ever since, asking for time to let
the projects evolve. And a few days after Chrome OS was revealed,
Android chief Andy Rubin said device makers "need different
technology for different products," explaining that Android has a lot of
unique code that makes it suitable for use in a phone and Chrome has
unique benefits of its own. But Brin, speaking informally to reporters
after the company's Chrome OS presentation on Thursday, said
"Android and Chrome will likely converge over time," citing among
other things the common Linux and Webkit code base present in both
projects."

Read more of this story at Slashdot.
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The State of Ruby VMs — Ruby Renaissance

igrigorik writes "In the short span of just a couple of years, the Ruby VM
space has evolved to more than just a handful of choices: MRI, JRuby,
IronRuby, MacRuby, Rubinius, Maglev, REE and BlueRuby. Four of
these VMs will hit 1.0 status in the upcoming year and will open up
entirely new possibilities for the language — Mac apps via MacRuby,
Ruby in the browser via Silverlight, object persistence via Smalltalk VM,
and so forth. This article takes a detailed look at the past year, the
progress of each project, and where the community is heading. It's an
exciting time to be a Rubyist."

Read more of this story at Slashdot.
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New Attack Fells Internet Explorer

alphadogg writes "Attack code has been identified that could be used to
break into a PC running older versions of Microsoft's Internet Explorer
browser. The code was posted Friday to the Bugtraq mailing list by an
unidentified hacker. According to security vendor Symantec, the code
does not always work properly, but it could be used to install
unauthorized software on a victim's computer."

Read more of this story at Slashdot.
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New Research Forecasts Global 6C Increase By End of
Century

jamie writes with this snippet from the UK's Independent: "The world is
now firmly on course for the worst-case scenario in terms of climate
change, with average global temperatures rising by up to 6C by the end
of the century, leading scientists said yesterday. ... [The study] found that
there has been a 29 per cent increase in global CO2 emissions from fossil
fuel between 2000 and 2008, the last year for which figures are available.
On average, the researchers found, there was an annual increase in
emissions of just over 3 per cent during the period, compared with an
annual increase of 1 per cent between 1990 and 2000. Almost all of the
increase this decade occurred after 2000 and resulted from the boom in
the Chinese economy. The researchers predict a small decrease this year
due to the recession, but further increases from 2010."

Read more of this story at Slashdot.
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Facebook Photos Lead To Cancellation of Quebec Woman's
Insurance

No. 24601 writes "A Quebec woman on long-term sick leave, due to a
diagnosis of depression, lost her health benefits after her insurance
provider found photos of her on Facebook smiling and looking cheerful
at parties and out on the beach. Besides all the obvious questions, how
did the insurance company access her locked Facebook profile?"

Read more of this story at Slashdot.
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How Augmented Reality Browsers Stack Up For Navigating
London

We've mentioned the tantalizing possibilities of augmented reality here
several times, including Microsoft's stab (using scene recognition) at an
information overlay for cell phones, and some display technologies that
could make a Terminator-style information overlay on the real world
possible without even looking down at a screen, including both glasses
with microdisplays and contact lenses. An anonymous reader points to
this two-part review of several cell phone apps, in which the writer has
"tested several mobile augmented reality browsers and their ability to
find places to eat and function as a tourist guide by identifying tourist
attractions in London," writing, "This is the first review I have seen
where all the browsers have been compared together; what's interesting
is all the browsers use different data sources, and so either miss popular
locations or give the wrong location."

Read more of this story at Slashdot.

58


http://news.slashdot.org/story/09/11/22/091205/How-Augmented-Reality-Browsers-Stack-Up-For-Navigating-London?from=rss
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~at/NfvC30XqDL9fYXZo83IbWCpoS7I/0/da
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~at/NfvC30XqDL9fYXZo83IbWCpoS7I/1/da

UAVs Go Green With Fuel-Cell Powered "Ion Tiger"

Hugh Pickens writes "Increasingly, the military is deploying unmanned
aerial vehicles, or UAVs, as eyes in the sky to scan the ground for targets
and threats, especially for missions that are too dangerous for manned
aircraft. Now Live Science reports that a new robotic spy plane called
Ton Tiger' will harness alternative energy to make it more covert and
longer lasting than battery-powered or engine-powered UAVs. A
550-watt, 0.75 horsepower hydrogen fuel cell will power the Ion Tiger
with four times the efficiency of a comparable internal combustion
engine and seven times the energy of the equivalent weight of batteries.
When Ion Tiger took flight in October, it exceeded any demonstration of
electrically powered flight so far, flying 23 hours and 17 minutes. 'And it
carried a 5 Ibs. payload to boot — enough to carry, say, a day-and-night
camera,' says researcher Karen Swider-Lyons, head of the alternative
energy section at the Naval Research Laboratory in Washington. 'No one
has come close to flying 24 hours with a significant payload before.’
Another big advantage is the Ion Tiger's reduced noise, heat and
emissions. 'Think about lawnmowers or chainsaws — they're really
loud,' says Swider-Lyons. 'It's hard to spy on people when they know
you're there, so you had to fly them at high altitudes to keep them from
being heard."

Read more of this story at Slashdot.
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Brazilian Breaks Secrecy of Brazil's E-Voting Machines With
Van Eck Phreaking

After the report last week that Brazil's e-voting machines had withstood
the scrutiny of a team of invited hackers, reader ateu writes with news
that a hacker has shown that the Linux-based voting machines aren't
perfectly safe; he was able to eavesdrop on them (translated from
Portuguese) by means of Van Eck phreaking.

Read more of this story at Slashdot.
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Ten Things Mobile Phones Will Make Obsolete

An anonymous reader writes "recombu.com has an article examining ten
things mobile phones will make obsolete, including phone booths,
wristwatches and handheld games consoles. It's interesting to see how
many devices have been absorbed into mobile phone technology, and it
raises the question: are we better off having everything in one device?
The author poignantly concludes that while it's great to have so much
power at our fingertips, it does mean that some of us will rely on mobile
phones for even basic mental tasks, which is great until the battery runs
out." See also Isaac Asimov's The Feeling of Power.

Read more of this story at Slashdot.
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Popular Science

Sorry but we couldn't parse this feed.

Popular Science Blog

Macworld 2008 Wrap-up: Beyond the Keynote

Some of the best devices at MacWorld aren’t from Apple When it comes
to gadgets with massive sex appeal, Apple knows how to get our motors
running. The new MacBook Air, is certainly high in style and by far the...
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PPX: MADDEN and WIISALES close

PopSci just received NDP's video game industry sales results for 2007,
meaning we finally have the data to close two New Year's stocks:
MADDEN and WIISALES. Both pay out at $0. Madden Football didn't
even break the top five, let...
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Lots in the Air at MacWorld

Ultrathin Laptop, New Updates for iPhone, Apple TV Macworld
Conference and Expo officially kicked off today as Apple CEO Steve Jobs
took center stage and unveiled two new products, including an ultrathin
laptop called the MacBook Air, and a few...
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Stroke Victims Could Get Laser Treatment

A company called PhotoThera is testing a laser-based treatment for
stroke victims that's designed to stimulate the brain, and help patients
recover faster. The device directs an infrared beam through the scalp,
towards several different target areas in the brain....

65



Clone Burgers: Not Quite Coming Soon

The FDA announced today that meat and milk from cloned animals are
just as safe as the normal stuff. Other nations have already come to the
same conclusion, but this is still a major regulatory step here in the U.S....
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The Two Day Battery

Stanford researchers have figured out a way to incorporate silicon
nanowires into rechargeable lithium ion batteries and extend their life
from 4 to 40 hours. The work, described in a paper in Nature
Nanotechnology, could lead to iPods, laptops and...
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Apple Wins the Blu-Ray Vs. HD-DVD War?

Why wait to buy when you can download now? While the MacBook Air
was certainly the sex symbol of Steve Jobs’s MacWorld keynote today,
the product with the biggest impact may be the new Apple TV. One of
the big...
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Razing Razrs

What's the crummiest phone out there? Probably an issue of personal
preference, unless you're basing it on which breaks most easily. In that
case, it's the Razr V3. SquareTrade, an independent warranty company,
just released data on phone reliability based...
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PPX: Halts and Payouts Aplenty

We have a few delistings and halts going on today. First, despite the bad
news for HD-DVD that surfaced last week, there were more titles
available on HD-DVD than Blu-Ray at the year's end. And so our
HDVSBLU prop pays...
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The Grouse: Where is My Mind?

Welcome to the inaugural posting of The Grouse, where once a week I'll
be ranting (and very occasionally raving) about tech, gadgets and the
like that I find to be frustrating, or lacking, or stupid, or offensive, or
even downright...
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Grassroots Effort to Save Windows XP

Microsoft wants to stop selling Windows XP on June 30, but not all of its
customers are happy about that, or excited about the prospect of
switching to Vista. Infoworld has started an online petition designed to
rally support behind...
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Black holes and Light Echoes

A black hole wreaks all sorts of havoc in its cosmic neighborhood,
pulling in and stretching out matter, spewing jets and slowing time to a
near stand-still. Now astrophysicists have added a new phenomenon to
the black hole's list of...
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First Suite of Google Android Applications

USA Today is reporting that A La Mobile, a small software developer,
plans to announce today a host of new applications designed to run on
the Google-backed operating system, Android. For now the applications
are installed in an HTC smartphone,...
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Hot on eBay: Flying Car!

"> As best we can tell, this pup's legit. It's a prototype from the Sky
Commuter program that Boeing evidently sunk $6 million into back in
the 1980s. The program was dismantled—presumably because the
concept didn't, er, fly—and this is...
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Making the Wii Look Stupid

We did catch someone saying "this makes the Wii look stupid." And,
actually, it kind of does. The 3DV Z Cam is a minuscule video camera
equipped with an infrared beam, roughly the size of a web-cam, that sits
on...
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The Maestro Will See You Now

Guitar Hero's a terrific game, but doesn't do much in the way of
teaching. (Unless you want to learn how embarrassingly uncoordinated
you can be; in which case, kudos.) Enter a real maestro. Guitar Wizard
and the forthcoming Piano Wizard...
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PopSci Test Drive: The Chevy Equinox

We test plenty of cars here at PopSci, but it's not everyday we get to try
one as forward-looking and promising at the Equinox. The car runs on
hydrogen fuel cells; turn the ignition and the car instantly (and silently)...
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Top Electric Bikes

Green tech guide MetaEfficient has two guides to new electric
bikes—one that reviews Schwinn's latest offerings, and another that
pushes a collection of European-made bikes. The eZee electric bike,
made in South Africa but available here, can help riders with...
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Another Major Stem Cell Advance

Scientists at Advanced Cell Technology announced yesterday that
they've derived colonies of stem cells from human embryos without
doing any damage to those original embryos. The work is significant
because it may meet the ethical guidelines of the Bush Administration,...
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When a $100 Laptop is Too Expensive

The former CTO of the One Laptop Per Child initiative, which builds
inexpensive notebook computers for kids in developing countries, now
plans to build an even cheaper version. Mary Lou Jensen hopes to
succeed where OLPC failed: She wants to...
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Akihabara News

Let’s Visit Tokyo - Okachimachi

Stuck between Akihabara and Ueno Station, I discovered Okachimachi a
long time ago thanks to Sanyo Japan. Yep in order to visit Sanyo HQ you
will have to stop at Okachimachi Station and pass by one of the most
interesting place to visit in Tokyo.

Okachimachi is another popular place of Tokyo, where everyday
Japanese people lives and do their shopping in tiny little shops place all
along the railway and just beneath it. Most people (tourist) makes the
same mistake by just walking down the street, and ignore that many
shops are hidden under the railway, so if you happen to visit this place
don't forget about these shops.

While this shopping area is mainly targeted to Japanese with its
vegetables, fruits, fish and meat stores, there are however quite a lot of
tiny fashion stores where you will find many US branded clothes and
even some "Military" goods ranging from the Jungle boost (Mine are
getting old by the way) to the leather jacket...

Messy, crowded and a tiny bit dirty, Okachimachi is worth your time if
you happen to visit either Ueno or Akihabara !

Download video
View Larger Map...
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Asian Babe Fight of the Week...

Hi everyone, here's another fight between two gorgeous ladies, but first
let’s check last week's winner. With 2687 participants, the winner is the
cute little babe on the left with 70% of the votes, Yuko Ogura (JP).

Today we have two new contenders... Akina Aoshima (JP - 22 Years Old
- 160cm) on the left, and Choi Byeol Yee (KR - 25 - 172 cm) on the right.

Which of these beautiful babes won your heart this weekend?

Thanks again to F.B for his selection.
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New member of the Bamboo family, meet Comic Pen &
Touch by Wacom

Bamboo Comic Pen & Touch, the CTH-461/51, has the body and pen in
common with the Bamboo Fun Small (CTH-461/50), however, since it is
meant for illustration and comics/manga creations, it comes equipped
with five dedicated softwares: ?Pixia Edition (Windows) ?Illust Studio
Mini (Windows) ?Comic Studio Mini (Windows) ?Corel Painter
Essentials 4 (Windows/Macintosh) ?Pencil LITE (Windows) .

It will be available starting from December 2nd, however, it is possible to
purchase even before that date on Wacom's online store.
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New 2.5” SDD-HDD SATA RAID Removable Rack, Century
Japan

Century Japan Corp. just introduced their new Removable Rack, the
CERS25R-BK, featuring 3.5” bay for 2.5 “ SDD/HDD (x2). Equipped
with RAID 0 (Striping), RAID 1(Mirroring) and Standard functions as
well as SATA 2.6 1.5 Mbps/3.0 Mbps data interface, it can also support
Supports Windows 7 (33bit/64bit). The convenient thing is the mode
switch key that allows you to switch among RAID 0, RAID 1 and
Standard modes. Finally, it measures (H)25mm x (W)10lmm x (D)150
mm and weighs around 220 gr.

It is scheduled to be available in the beginning of December.
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Kouziro's new BTO Desktop PC

Kouziro announced three new BTO Desktop PC available on the
Japanese market with: the AS-P Series, GA Series, and AS-G Series....
AS-P Series:

This a Slim PC measuring 95x420x345mm, and featuring an Intel Core
i5-750 (2.66GHz), 4GB of RAM, an Intel P55 Express Chipset, a GeForce
8400GS GPU, 750GB of HDD, 8USB 2.0 ports, Gigabit Ethernet, eSATA
port, DVI-I port and a DVD SuperMulti. Lastly, it comes with a 21.5”
LCD Screen with a resolution of 1920x1080 and will cost 99800 yens or
755€.

GA Series:

This desktop PC is equipped with an Intel Core i7-860 (2.80GHz) CPU,
4GB of Memory, an Intel P55 Express chipset, a GeForce 9600GT GPU,
750GB of HDD, a DVD SuperMulti Drive as well as a 21.5” LCD Screen
with a Full HD Resolution, 8 USB 2.0 ports, Gigabit Ethernet, eSATA
port. Available for 129980 Yens, or 980€.

AS-G Series:

The last one is a Core 2 Duo E7500 (2.80GHz) powered Desktop PC, with
4GB of RAM, an Intel G41 Express chipset, 500GB of HDD, a DVD
SuperMulti Drive, a 21.5” LCD Full HD screen and cost 69800 yens, or
525€.

All of these PC run on Windows 7 Home Premium....
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XC Mini GP7A-HD: New Barebone PC by AOpen

The XC Mini GP7A-HD is the latest Aopen’s Barebone PC which will
available around the middle of December.

This new Nvidia ION based kit supports an Intel Mobile Core 2 Duo
Penryn (Socket P with a 667/800/1066Mhz FSB). Available in BTO, you
will have the possibility to install up to 4GB of RAM (1066MHz) in it, a
2.5” SATA HDD or SATA SSD, has 6 USB 2.0 port, Gigabit Ethernet, an
eSATA port, a DVD SuperMulti, HDMI and D-Sub output...

Lastly, the GP7A-HD is compatible with Windows XP / Vista / 7
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New Multi-Touch Screen Desktop PC, Gateway One ZX
4800-41

Acer Japan has just announced the new member of the Gateway ZX
series desk top PCs, Gateway One ZX 4800-41. Coming in a (H)421mm x
(W)80mm x (D)515mm dimension and weighing 8 kg, it features 20-inch
1600 x 900 (HD) Multi-Touch Screen, Intel Celeron T3000 Processor,
Mobile Intel GL- 40 Express Chipset, 4GB (2 x 2GB)800MHz DDR2
SDRAM, 750GB SATA (7200rpm) HDD, 3rd. generation Dolby Home
Theater...Besides, it supports Windows 7 Home Premium.

It is scheduled to be available starting from November 27, 2009 and at
around 100.000 yen, or 755€
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Princeton to release another 8X optical zoom for iPhone

Princeton Japan just introduced “new” gadget compatible with iPhone
3G/3Gs, the iZoom, but in fact not really new since it does already
exist... As you guessed, this is a lens providing an optical zoom of 8x. It
comes with a case in order to install the lens on the iPhone. Of course,
this lens allows the user to manage the focus manually.

Available at the beginning of December.
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Asus' EeeTop PC ET2002T available next week in Japan

Asus announced the availability date of their latest All-in-one PC, the
Eee Top ET2002T. According to the press release, this Desktop PC will be
released on November 28th with a price of 79,800 yen, or 600€.

As a reminder, this all-in-one PC features a 20inch LCD touchscreen with
a resolution of 1,600x900, an Intel Atom 330 (1.6GHz) CPU, an Nvidia
Ion Chipset, 2GB of Memory, 320GB of HDD, WIfi b/g/n, Gigabit
Ethernet, card reader, HDMi input, Webcamera and run on Windows 7
Home Premium.
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Mitsubishi Full HD LCD TV available on market

The new energy-saving Full HD LCD TV, the LCD-40MXW300 by
Mitsubishi Electric Company will be available on market in Japan
starting from tomorrow (November 21, 2009).

Reader Comments

¢ dannychoo.com - Your portal to Japan (Subscribe)
* Japan Probe - Japan news and entertainment (Subscribe)

91


http://www.akihabaranews.com/news-19386-Mitsubishi+Full+HD+LCD+TV+available+on+market.html
http://www.akihabaranews.com/news-19256-X.html
http://www.akihabaranews.com/en/news-19386-Mitsubishi+Full+HD+LCD+TV+available+on+market.html#comments
http://www.dannychoo.com
http://feeds.feedburner.com/dannychoo_com_main_article_feed_eng
http://www.japanprobe.com
http://feeds.feedburner.com/JapanProbe
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/-e0M9KVsG3PkYEPWsAdAcHlULIE/0/da
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/-e0M9KVsG3PkYEPWsAdAcHlULIE/1/da

Alien has been turned in to USB device!

Geekstuff4U.com just added on their catalog the latest USB Gadget made
by Cube Japan: the USB Alien With illuminated Tongue.

Every Alien’s fans know that that Alien hide a mouth in his mouth, and
used it to destroy his enemies... And to be most realistic as possible, this
new gadget will pop out its tongue randomly, and that’s it...

Interested? This USB Alien is now available for pre-order on
GeekStuff4U’s catalog
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B&W’s Face lifted CM-1 Bookshelf speaker also available in
Japan

Marantz Japan announced they got the right to resell latest Bowers &
Wilkins” Wonder, the CM-1 Bookshelf / stand mount loudspeaker in
white version.

Introduced earlier this month, this now very popular speakers don't
change regarding the specs. This “new” version will be available on
Japanese market at the end of this month at a retail price of 134,000 Yens,
or 1000€ (Pair)
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Audio Technica to release new amplifier for iPod: the AT-
PHA30i

Audio-Technica announced earlier this week the availability of its latest
iPod amplifier, the AT-PHA30i.

Scheduled to be released on December 18th, this nice gadget will boost
the output power to 20mW (32 Q).

Just plug the device on iPod connector, and plug your earphones on the
PHA30i, and get a powerful sound. Powered by the iPod battery, you
will be able to control your iPod thanks to its built-in remote control
(Play, Stop, Volume, etc...).

Compatible with Ipod Nano, iPod Touch 2G, iPod Classic, it provides a
frequency response of 20Hz-20,000Hz, and a signal noise Ratio of 95dB...

Nice device, but what about the Battery life span since the device is
powered by iPod battery... Fortunately some manufacturer, like Sanyo
made nice device like the Eneloop Mobile booster!...
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[InterBEE 09]New pictures of Sony's PMW-350K

Sony is also displaying their latest Shoulder Mount Camcorder at the
International BEE, the XDCAM EX PMW-350. Introduced a couple
months ago, this new camera dedicated for a professional use, features
three 2/3 inch-type Exmor™ full HD CMOS sensors, as well as a HD-
SDI, an HDMI out, a DVCAM Recording option, and a 3.5inch LCD
Monitor.

Regarding recording format, the PMW-350K can shoot in MPEG-2 Long
GOP HQ, MPEG-2 MP@HL SP, MPEG-2 MP@H14 SD mode on a 32GB
SxS memory card. PMW-350K model offers customers a lens package,
equipped with an HD lens with 16x zoom and a standard 2/3-inch
bayonet lens interface

Available January 10th for a price 2.31 million yen, or €.17,000

Dimensions (W x H x D): 124 x 269 x 332 mm (5 x 10 5/8 x 13 1/8 inches)
Mass: 3.2 kg (7 Ib 1 0z) (body)...
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Creative Alarm Clocks from Banpresto

Coming in two versions, boxing geekstuff4u.com and wrestling
geekstuff4u.com , the ring or gong of these alarm clocks will ring unless
you wake up and hit the clock by the end of the counting down of the
broadcaster has been finished.

Probably the idea behind is “Don’t be defeated by TIME”, or “Prove you
can beat the TIME”...or better “Start the day with a VICTORY"”...
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Gadgeteer

Aerovation Checkpoint-Friendly Laptop Bag and Trolley
Review

Aerovation is among a small group of companies that has been
certified by the TSA to manufacture and market approved cases that
allow you to not have to take your laptop out for the trip through the x-
ray machine. How do these bags work, and are they worth the effort?
We'll see. ... [visit site to read more]

Filed in categories: Laptop Gear, Reviews, Travel Gear

Tagged: cases, gear bags, Laptop Bag
Aerovation Checkpoint-Friendly Laptop Bag and Trolley Review
originally appeared on The Gadgeteer on November 22, 2009 at 5:22 pm.
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Apple Magic mouse is not so magical for me

I'm extremely happy with my new 27” iMac (quad-core i7) because is
fast and quiet. I wasn’t sure how well I would adjust to the wireless
keyboard and the new magic mouse. I'm so accustomed to a full sized
keyboard and Logitech MX Revolution mouse, that both felt really
awkward to use at first. I vowed to use them both exclusively for at least
a week before deciding to go back to the Logitech and full-sized Apple
keyboard. Well, it’s been a week — want to know what I decided? ...
[visit site to read more]

Filed in categories: Desktop Computer Gear, Gear Diary, Laptop Gear

Tagged: Apple, Keyboard, Mouse

Apple Magic mouse is not so magical for me originally appeared on
The Gadgeteer on November 22, 2009 at 11:11 am.
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Headset Buddy — Weird Name, Neat Idea

The purpose of the Headset Buddy ($9.95 to $14.95 available from
Webko) ) is a little hard to conceptualize or appreciate at first glance. In
fact it is rather a niche type of product. For those of us who a) do not
enjoy clutter; b) do not particularly care about Blue ... [visit site to read
more]

Filed in categories: Audio / Video Gear, Desktop Computer Gear,
News, Spotlight Gadgets

Tagged: Adapter
Headset Buddy — Weird Name, Neat Idea originally appeared on The
Gadgeteer on November 21, 2009 at 4:05 pm.
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Ralph Baer - the inventor of Pong and Simon is still kicking

Motherboard has a great video interview with Ralph Baer. Who the
heck is Ralph Baer you ask? He’s the father of many interactive games
including some classics that gadgeteers of my generation remember
fondly. Remember Pong? ... [visit site to read more]

Filed in categories: News

Tagged: Video Games

Ralph Baer — the inventor of Pong and Simon is still kicking originally
appeared on The Gadgeteer on November 21, 2009 at 10:20 am.
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Deal of the Day - Some HP Black Friday Deals Start
Tomorrow

LogicBUY’s deal of the day is a heads up on the HP Home Store’s
Thanksgiving Event flyer, which features only some of HP’s official
Black Friday store offers that start THIS SUNDAY! More info after the
jump. ... [visit site to read more]

Filed in categories: News
Tagged: Deal of the Day

Deal of the Day — Some HP Black Friday Deals Start Tomorrow
originally appeared on The Gadgeteer on November 21, 2009 at 8:18 am.
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Able Planet True Fidelity Active Noise Canceling Headphone
Review

I write this review as I fly at 35,000 feet in the air. I thought this would
be the ideal place to review and test the noise-canceling feature of
the Able Planet True Fidelity Active Noise Canceling Headphones
(NC300B). Technology used in high quality hearing aids is implemented
in these headphones to enhance sounds and reduce external noise. The
result is a full rich sound that is pleasure to my ears, especially in an
airplane’s cabin. And that’s not all... ... [visit site to read more]

Filed in categories: Audio / Video Gear, Reviews
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originally appeared on The Gadgeteer on November 20, 2009 at 6:22 pm.
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More wall outlet gadget fun — DLO iPhone WallDock

I can’t let a week go by without finding a new wall outlet gadget to tell
you all about. Today we have the DLO WallDock. As you can see from
the image on the left, this is a clever wall-mounted battery charging dock
for iPhones and iPods with ... [visit site to read more]

Filed in categories: Home Tech, News, Reviews

Tagged: Organize
More wall outlet gadget fun — DLO iPhone WallDock originally
appeared on The Gadgeteer on November 20, 2009 at 12:36 pm.
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Vook iPhone Apps Review

In October, Julie had an article about vooks — a melding of ebooks with
multimedia content. They can be read on your computer (through paid
web access) or on your iPhone. At the time, Julie said there were only
four titles available. It seems they are up to six titles now. Iwas digging
around with Google, and I saw that there was a vook available from an
author I've read before. The title will only be available as a vook and the
iPhone app version was discounted now, so I decided I'd give it a try.
This is a fiction book, and when I first heard of vooks, I thought the
format would lend itself to do-it-yourself and self-help books better than
to fiction books. I decided I'd test my theory with this vook. ... [visit site
to read more]

Filed in categories: Reviews, eBook Readers and Gear, iPhone related

Tagged: ebooks, iPhone App, vook

Vook iPhone Apps Review originally appeared on The Gadgeteer on
November 20, 2009 at 10:56 am.
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Capture the action inside and outside your car — Dash Cam
Dually

The Dash Cam Dually has two built-in 1.3 Mega Pixel cameras to
capture the scene in front of your car AND what’s happening inside your
car. Four Infrared LED’s illuminate the interior of the vehicle so you can
even capture video at night. Video is recorded to the included 2GB SD
card. Another really ... [visit site to read more]

Filed in categories: Car Gear, GPS, News, Spotlight Gadgets
Tagged: Camera, Car, GPS

Capture the action inside and outside your car — Dash Cam Dually
originally appeared on The Gadgeteer on November 20, 2009 at 8:10 am.
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Look Mom, no wires — AT-HDAIR Wirelesss USB to HDMI
Adapter

Have you ever wanted to connect your laptop to your TV, but wanted
to keep the laptop next you on the couch instead of placing it across the
room where the TV is located? I have a gadget that should solve that
problem. It's the new AT-HDAIR wireless USB to HDMI or VGA
adapter from Atlona Technologies. Plug a small USB adapter into your
Windows laptop (sniff, no Mac support) and then connect the receiver to
your HDTV or projector. The adapter even supports audio. Press release
after the jump. ... [visit site to read more]
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Look Mom, no wires — AT-HDAIR Wirelesss USB to HDMI Adapter
originally appeared on The Gadgeteer on November 20, 2009 at 7:55 am.
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Deal of the Day — Palm Pixi Phone for only $24.99

The LogicBUY deal of the day is a Palm Pixi Phone for only $24.99
after $275 discount when you buy & sign up with a Sprint service plan.
Free activation and Free 2 Day shipping. This new phone features 3G,
Palm webQOS, touchscreen with full ... [visit site to read more]
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Deal of the Day — Palm Pixi Phone for only $24.99 originally appeared
on The Gadgeteer on November 20, 2009 at 7:29 am.
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DirecTV DVRs Get An App Store

Hello fellow couch potatoes! I'm not sure if this is actually news or just
something that I happened to stumble upon, but tonight while I was
surfing on my DirecTV DVR, I inadvertently pressed the Right arrow
key on my remote while watching a live show. When I did, a popup
appeared on the Right side of the screen telling me it was loading the
app store. I thought “Hmmmm, what is this?” ... [visit site to read more]
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DirecTV._DVRs Get An App Store originally appeared on The
Gadgeteer on November 19, 2009 at 10:18 pm.
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Win a 51b Gummy Bear from Vat19.com

Remember the insanely huge gummy bear from Vat19? Who doesn’t?
Would you like to win one of your own along with 18 other unique
prizes? Then head on over to visit site to read more]
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Win a 5lb Gummy Bear from Vat19.com originally appeared on The
Gadgeteer on November 19, 2009 at 7:21 pm.
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Tiger Woods for Android Review

One of the powerful things about the Android, in my opinion, is the
fact that you are not held captive by one way of getting applications for
your phone. The Android Market is very convenient, but you can also go
other routes to purchase and install applications.

One of the other sources is Handmark. They have been around for a
while, and I recall purchasing from them back in my Palm days. If you
go to their website, you can set what your phone is, and searches will
then only display those applications that work with your phone.

They were nice enough to send along Tiger Woods PGA Tour 09 for
me to review. ... [visit site to read more]
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Voice Activated Spy Cam — Mega Mini Ultra

The new Mega Mini Spy Camera Ultra from Brickhouse Security is less
than half the size of the Flip Video, the Creative Vado, and other similar
budget camcorders. The Mega ... [visit site to read more]

Filed in categories: Audio / Video Gear, News, Spotlight Gadgets

Tagged: Camera, Security

Voice Activated Spy Cam — Mega Mini Ultra originally appeared on
The Gadgeteer on November 19, 2009 at 10:25 am.

111


http://www.brickhousesecurity.com/spy-webcam.html
http://the-gadgeteer.com/2009/08/17/flip-ultrahd-video-camera-review/
http://the-gadgeteer.com/2009/11/19/voice-activated-spy-cam-mega-mini-ultra/
http://the-gadgeteer.com/category/audio_video_gear/
http://the-gadgeteer.com/category/news/
http://the-gadgeteer.com/category/gizmos/
http://the-gadgeteer.com/tag/camera/
http://the-gadgeteer.com/tag/security/
http://the-gadgeteer.com/2009/11/19/voice-activated-spy-cam-mega-mini-ultra/
http://the-gadgeteer.com

ContourHD Wearable HD Camcorder Review

When it comes to shooting interesting video, how you get the shot is
half the fun. Plus having the right equipment doesn’t hurt either. And
with The VholdR ContourHD getting that shot is just as easy as pointing
and shooting. ... [visit site to read more]
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Deal of the Day — Save $80 on a Samsung DualView TL225 12
Megapixel Digital Camera

The LogicBUY deal of the day is for a Samsung DualView TL225 12
Megapixel Digital Camera (model # EC-TL225ZBPOUS) slashed from

$349.99 — $20 off — $60 off when you add to cart and checkout = $269 plus
FREE ... [visit site to read more]
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Introducing The Litl WebBook

There’s a new ‘WebBook” on the market called Litl, and it’s a top-to-
bottom operation that’s designing the whole widget with the philosophy
of “The computer works for you ( not the other way around )”. Litl has
designed both the hardware and the software with the web experience as
the priority, and they call the resulting 3lbs beauty ‘Litl". Besides it's new
OS, the high-end 12.1 LCD panel with a 178 degree viewing angle really
sounds nice. Accompanying the awesome display is an Atom processor,
1GB of ram, 2GB of CompactFlash storage, and from the 720p video
acceleration I'm guessing they’re using Nvidia’s Tegra platform. The OS
appears to be a web-centric design with a ‘Card” based homescreen that
looks a Litl ( sorry ) like Safari’s “Top Sites’. Read on...

... [visit site to read more]
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Homemade Geocache Puzzle Box

My good friend David Simpson sent me an email tonight with a link to
a really cool story. I love a good story and I love a good gadget. Make it a
3 part story about a homemade gadget given as a wedding present and
you've got a real winner on your ... [visit site to read more]
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Otterbox Blackberry Curve 8300 Series Case Review

I wonder whether more money is spent on our gadgets or the things
we use to hold and protect our gadgets? One of the major players in this
arena is Otterbox. They make cases for just about any phone, including
iPhones, Blackberrys, Palms as well as iPods. ... [visit site to read more]
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In Your Face iPhone/Touch Stand Review

To preface this review, for months I have been thinking about
MacGyvering a device that could safely and securely hold my iPod
Touch while I run on the treadmill. So, when Julie posted the Spotlight
Gadget blurb on the In Your Face (IYF) iPhone/iPod Touch Stand I
quickly asked if they wanted me to try it out. Fortunately they agreed
and sent me one of their holders straight away. ... [visit site to read
more]
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Eye-Fi Share Video Wireless SD Card Review

This is a Sponsored Post written by me on behalf of EyeFi. All opinions are
100% mine.

This past summer, Shari reviewed the Eye-Fi wireless SD card. After
her review, I kept meaning to pick up one for myself so that I could see
how well it would work with my new Canon G11 digital camera. As
luck would have it, one was recently offered to me and I jumped at the
chance to do my own review. Let’s see if I liked it too. ... [visit site to
read more]
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Deal of the Day - 10% Coupon Microsoft Zune HD 16GB
3.3” Touchscreen

The LogicBUY deal of the day is for a 16GB Microsoft Zune HD Video
Media Player (EHD-00001) with 3.3 OLED Touchscreen on sale for
$219.99 — 10% off coupon = $197.99 plus FREE shipping. Coupon expires
November 25, 2009. Apply coupon code ... [visit site to read more]
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Touchscreen originally appeared on The Gadgeteer on November 18,
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119


http://www.logicbuy.com/deals/microsoft-zune-hd-16gb-platinum/14170.aspx
http://the-gadgeteer.com/2009/11/18/deal-of-the-day-10-coupon-microsoft-zune-hd-16gb-3-3-touchscreen/
http://the-gadgeteer.com/category/news/
http://the-gadgeteer.com/tag/deal-of-the-day/
http://the-gadgeteer.com/2009/11/18/deal-of-the-day-10-coupon-microsoft-zune-hd-16gb-3-3-touchscreen/
http://the-gadgeteer.com/2009/11/18/deal-of-the-day-10-coupon-microsoft-zune-hd-16gb-3-3-touchscreen/
http://the-gadgeteer.com

Give your Sony PRS-500 eReader a new lease on life

Sony is offering current PRS-500 owners the option of trading in their
ereader for $50 off the purchase of a Reader Pocket Edition purchase or
$75 off a visit site to read more]
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Give your Sony PRS-500 eReader a new lease on life originally
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Earbud Keychain Speaker

Those crazy gadget guys over at ThinkGeek.com are offering a cute
little keychain speaker shaped like an oversized original iPod earbud. It
has a standard 3.5mm headphone jack and doesn’t require any batteries.
It might make a ... [visit site to read more]
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Pocketables

Camangi WebStation Android tablet launching next month

Previously only a concept, a Taiwanese company called Camangi is now
on the verge of launching its WebStation MID in early December
according to the official website. Featuring an Apple-esque design, much
like the Boeye MID 700, the WebStation is also an Android tablet
running version 1.5 of the mobile OS. The device features a 7-inch,
WVGA (800x480), glass touchscreen, and comes with a choice of either a
black or white bezel. Other known specifications include 802.11 b/g
WiFi, Bluetooth...
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Sony Ericsson's Android Ul called Nexus, coming to more
devices

When the Sony Ericsson XPERIA X10 was unveiled, one of the things
that stood out for me was the new Ul that SE had created running on top
of Android, much like HTC's SenseUI system. The company has now
christened the new system the Nexus UX platform and has suggested
plans to bring it to other devices, including the possibility of introducing
it into Symbian and Windows Mobile phones. A WebSDK has been
released online allowing developers to create applications...
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Limited-edition UMID mbook Pink now available from
Dynamism

As of today, there is now one more variation of the UMID mbook M1
that we have reviewed a few times, and it comes with limited-edition
appeal and color. Yes, the picture to the left is correct. That is the new
mbook Pink, not to be confused with the pop artist of the same name.
Even though we have seen this color before, since there originally was
going to be a rainbow of colors, this is the first time the...
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Google working on its own Android phone?

Before the announcement of the Android OS, when everyone was talking
about the rumored "Google Phone" or "G-Phone," I remember thinking
that Google would follow Apple's lead in creating both the hardware
and software elements of a phone. This mythical device never
materialized when Android was announced, and Google stated that it
was staying firmly on the software side of things, leaving the established
phone manufacturers to create the devices that would use its operating
system. A new report on...
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Nokia N-Series will likely switch from Symbian to Maemo
by 2012

Nokia has been holding a series of meetups across the globe over the
past month as part of its efforts to support the launch of the new N900
smartphone and Maemo 5 operating system. At yesterday's meetup in
London, members of the Maemo marketing team unofficially revealed
Nokia's plans to drop the current Symbian (560) OS from the flagship N-
Series range of smartphones and switch to the Linux-based Maemo OS.
Symbian will be retained, likely to be used in second-tier...
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Updated firmware released for Archos 5 Internet Tablet

Archos has today released updated firmware for the Archos 5 Android
Internet Tablet. The new firmware, version 1.3.07, has a long list of
changes and fixes, including improved support for MP4 and MKV
videos, fixed playback resolution issues, and most notably fixed support
for full screen playback of YouTube and YouTube HD content. Output of
that content using the device's TV-out capability is supported using
either the battery dock or mini dock that Jenn reviewed last year for SD
quality,...
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N900 drops in price yet again, thanks to $50 rebate from
Nokia

Many of our regular readers may have noticed my continual posts
regarding the long-awaited Nokia N900, and they may have come to the
conclusion that I seem to be an N900 fan. Well, I'm here to say "guilty as
charged." I've been eagerly awaiting the availability of the newest
Maemo device for years now, ever since my N800 started showing its
age. I haven't preordered mine yet and after seeing this latest price drop
thanks to a $50 rebate from...
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Windows Marketplace now available for WinMo 6.0 and 6.1

After the release of Windows Mobile 6.5 and Windows Marketplace for
Mobile at the beginning of October, users of phones running WinMo 6.0
and 6.1 have been eagerly waiting for news of when their devices would
be able to join the Windows Marketplace party. Support for the older OS
to access the app store by the end of this year was originally confirmed
in July. Microsoft have now announced the availability of the service to
all WinMo 6.x users, with...
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Hallods launches F43 PMP with an actual 720p HD screen

A new HD-capable PMP launch is usually a routine affair with most
devices having similar specifications and featuring WVGA (800x480)
screens only suitable for displaying standard definition 480p video files.
Hence in most cases, the extra resolution of HD video is wasted when
viewed on the device unless you output the video to an external HD
screen using HDMI for example. That's about to change with the launch
of the first HD-capable PMP with an actual HD screen. The Hallods...
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Dell Streak MID could be headed to AT&T in 2010

Now I don't want to get everyone overly excited about something that is
strictly a rumor at this point, but according to the Commercial Times,
Dell has supposedly already decided on Qisda from Taiwan as its
partner to make the Streak MID a reality. Not only that, they have
apparently thought enough of AT&T to bring them into the fold, so those
of us here in the US have yet another Android device to look forward to
in the upcoming...
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Creative to reveal "Zii Android mobile phone'" at Zii Summit
next month

Following last week's announcement of its ZMS-08 media processor for
low-power handheld devices, capable of decoding Blu-Ray quality 1080p
video, Creative is set to show off a range of OEM-ready devices powered
by Zii technology at the Zii Summit 2009 conference in China on the 1st
and 2nd of December. Apart from the MediaBook revealed earlier this
month, the most interesting devices to be shown include a touch tablet
PC and a Zii-optimized Android mobile phone platform. Based on
information...
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Sony Ericsson Xperia X10 expected to launch in February 2010
in UK

A brief update today on the possible launch date of the recently
announced SE Xperia X10. Previously, we were told the X10 would be
launched in Q1 2010. While this is still true, there's now a firmer date
involved than a vague three-month quarter. According to the Coming
Soon section of Sony Ericsson's UK online store, we can now expect the
Xperia X10 to launch there in February 2010. Those of us in the UK can
elect to pre-register to...
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