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About that ePub logo, Mike: A friendly jog for the IDPF

Ugh, it’s time to broach the topic again. Why the devil doesn’t the
International Digital Publishing Forum have an ePub logo so its format
standard can compete better against the Kindle’s proprietary approach?

The IDPF said it would unveil a contest for the best logo design, but I
haven’t seen a follow-up. I've emailed Director Michael Smith for an
explanation. How about it, Mike? You're a nice guy, and I know you're
busy, but this has been going on for months and months. I could go on to
Board President Steve Potash of OverDrive, but ideally you can provide
us with an accurate answer to this routine question.

With dozens of reader gizmos using ePub now or in the near future, a
logo is not a minor detail. As I currently see it, there should be a (1) logo
for nonDRMed ePub and (2) a requirement that brand names be used
with "protected" kinds—for example, “Adobe-DRMed ePub.”

Proprietary DRM in effect turns ePub into a proprietary format. People
need to know—right up front—which proprietary format is in use.
Hardware able to read both DRMed and nonDRMed ePub could carry a
logo with the words, “Open and Adobe-DRMed ePub.”

The above logo: It's an wunofficial version from Travis Alber of
BookGlutton. By the way, my own preferred usage would be “ePub.” I'll
continuing the good fight to make that official. The aesthetics are so
much better than a bunch of caps.

Also of interest: Paul Biba’s Nook-related post, telereaD editor goes into
sTaTE of RebeLLiOn. I, too, hate "nook" without the first letter
capitalized. Let’s keep the focus on the performance of the machine, as
opposed to marketers’ silly distractions.

Technorati Tags: Mike Smith,Travis Alber,BookGlutton
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telereaD editor goes into sTaTE of RebeLLiOn

Paul Biba, Co-Editor of TeleRead, announced today that he has
entered into a state of rebellion against PR firms and their rampant
capitalization, or non-capitalization, of letters in names. In a discussion
with Dan Bloom, based in Taiwan, as to whether to capitalize the B&N
Nook, or type it as nook, Biba said:

For me — I'm in a state of rebellion against all these idiot PR firms
who come up with non-capital letter names or bastardize the
language by capitalizing in the middle of names. Two of the
worst examples are “nook” and “eDGe”.

I rebel for three reasons. First, it's damn hard to type this stuff
and I resent being put through a typing test whenever I want to
report on an item. Second, as far as not capitalizing the initial
letter, as in “nook”, it makes it very hard for the reader to figure
out what’s going on in a sentence without the capital. And third,
by not capitalizing the name it looks to most readers that I'm a
sloppy typist and have made a typo, especially if it's the first
word in a sentence, and this is not acceptable to me.

So the bottom line is screw the PR people and I'm going to
capitalize Nook and type eDGe as Edge. Tough!

According to reliable sources, Biba was about to post this on TeleRead
in all capital letters, but came to his senses before it was too late.

Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Pixel Qi vs. the Kindle: Which is the better display for YOUR
e-booking?

Which is better for an e-book display—the Kindle or the Pixel Qi
technology that Mary Lou Jepsen is developing?

Not seeing the two side by side, I can’t say; and besides, individual
needs will vary, with a number of variables plugged in: everything from
battery life to glare resistance.

But if you click here for more detail, you'll see that the Pixel Qi may
well offer more-readable characters. Hard to say. I wish the Kindle were
closer to the camera. Mary Lou is honest, just not a professional product
photographer.

Also, I don’t know the mode in which the Pixel Qi is running. Is it the
full e-book mode? Or maybe one with a noticeable amount of power
applied? The shading on the right suggest that this is not with full
backlighting. None at all?

You can see this comparison (Part II)—as well as one with other laptop
displays, beyond those provided earlier (Part I)—via Mary Lou’s blog.

At any rate, Amazon or another e-reader company would be remiss in
not giving Pixel Qi tech a good look-over, just as the New York Times is
studying it along with other technologies.

An aside: A video, reachable through the just-given link, also shows
Adobe technology to improve navigation and adapt an e-publication to
devices of different sizes. This plus plenty else!)

Perhaps a $75 laptop—or e-reader: “...Pixel Qi has said that it believes a
$75 laptop will be ready in 2010. However Pixel Qi isn’t making a $75
laptop. We are making the screens for it."

Technorati Tags: Pixel Qi,Mary Lou Jepsen
Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Pixel Qi screen compared to others

Mary Lou Jepsen’s blog has a shot of 3 laptops side by side supposedly
showing the superiority of the Pixel Qi screen. I've put the image above.

It’s hard to tell from the shot if her claim about the Pixel Qi screen is
correct. The shot is taken off center, with a slight favoring to the left
where the Pixel Qi screen is, so that the angle could have an impact of
the displays on the other screens. Even though no image manipulation
software was used this flaw in the way the picture was taken makes it
suspect. Long years of taking product shots of screens for reviews have
taught me how even a minor change in angle can make a huge change in
the result when it comes to glare. Nevertheless, it’s nice to see the screen
coming out from the closet.

Note: the only way to get a reliable shot of something like this is to
take pictures of the machines one at a time, each one being placed in the
exact same position. Then you can cut and paste them into Photoshop to
see a comparison.

Update (from David Rothman), 6:11 p.m.: See Mary Lou’s additional
photos. What do you think, gang?

(via Liliputing)

Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Sold out at J.C. Penny—but still interesting: $129.99 color
backlit e-reader with five-inch screen and ePub and PDF

A mere $129.99 was the holiday price for the Simplicit.E.Reader on a
.C. Penny.com product page. Alas, it’s “currently unavailable.” Hmm.
Any chance of that changing? Specs:

—Five inch color screen, backlit (hey, each to his own—I like LCDs!).
—-1G memory.

-SD slot.

—~USB input.

—“Compatible with Adobe DRM ePub and PDF eBooks and files.”
—Plays music. MP3s? Same for videos. Plus you can view photos.

The original MSRP price was $219.19. Given the steep discount, that’s
not good news for people hoping for another crack at this. Maybe the
company ought to try a better name. The Simplicit site, meanwhile, is
apparently unreachable except for a Google-cached page, so don’t count
on it. But I am contacting the company to see if prospective Simplicit
buyers have any chance.

OK, gang, what e-book-reader-related specials are you spotting with
the holidays season starting up?

(Via MobileRead and besttabletreview.)

Technorati Tags: Simplicit.E.Reader
Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news. >
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Why Android phones will never really compete with the
iPhone or other phone platforms

I haven’t seen this mentioned in any of the hype over the Droid or the
other Android phones that have been released. It is a very important
technical point that really hobbles the development of Android as
compared to other platforms.

Android does not allow the installation of apps on an SD card! This is
part of the Android platform and has continued over from 1.0 to the new
2.0 release. Take the Droid, for example. The Droid has 512 MB of ROM,
of which only 256 MB is available for app storage. This sorely limits the
Droid, or any other Android phone, in the game market, as gaming
typically takes up a large amount of memory.

There are work-arounds, of course, but they are fairly complex and not
very user friendly — especially if the user isn’t very knowledgeable. This
design limitation is what will keep me from ever buying an Android
phone. I have 7.62 GB of applications on my iPhone and I use them all.
This would not be possible on an Android phone. I have 70 MB of
dictionary applications on my phone, for example, along with the
TomTom, NDrive, Navigon and Magellan GPS applications — each of
which takes over 1GB each. You can see why Google had to put a "free"
GPS application on the Droid, as the phone simply doesn’t have the
memory capacity to deal with a typical add-on GPS application.

This is a strange limitation of the Android platform and I must admit
that I've never understood Google’s thinking in this regard.

Editor’s note: Thanks to Paul for his informative post! I'd respectfully
disagree with the “never.” Go here. This is a problem, but I can’t believe

Google will let it persist regardless of some repots saying that it will. —
D.R.
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Readin’ on the Droid: Author Gwen Hayes reviews Aldikio,
WordPlayer, eReader and Shortcovers

Psst! Tip for Motorola: Give the world not just the Droid smartphone
but also an iPod Touch equivalent without the iPhone-type stuff. Keep
the price low and aim for apps such as e-reading—just one example.

Such thoughts come to mind in the wake of a review that author Gwen
Hayes did for Dear Author on four Android e-readers that work with the
Droid and do ePub: Aldikio, WordPlaver, eReader Pro and Shortcovers.
It’s clear the Droid and other Android machines are very much on the
minds of e-book app developers now, even if e-books fans are just a
small part of the total Android-related market.

Surely other nontelephone apps—such as games—are of interest to
Droid buyers who don’t need the phone capabilities.

Meanwhile, what did the Hayes review conclude? Comparing Aldikio
and WordPlayer, she says that “for my DRM free books, between the
two, I much preferred Aldiko. It was faster, and better organized to me,
allowing me to tag books the way that makes sense to me.” She disliked
the “robot voice” in WordPlayer; but any voice, as far as I’'m concerned,
would be better than none.

For DRMed books, she notes the existence of the new eRear Pro
version for the Droid and other Android machines, but says complains
the app didn’t recognize her taps.

About Shortcovers, Gwen says it uses the same Adobe DRM system
that Sony Readers do—a negative in one sense, since she says Adobe can
be so much fuss. But she likes the ShortCovers’ catalogue integration.

Those are just some details. Check out the full review.

Reminder: This is just round one of Android software, and it will be
interesting to see how the existing programs evolve, including

FBReeader].

Disclosure/reminder: Tiffany Wong, Aldikio’s marketing director, is a
much-appreciated contributor to TeleRead who follows the Chinese e-
book scene. Meanwhile I find that the WordPlayer guys are almost
neighbors with me, working over in near-by Fairfax county.

Related: Co-editor Paul Biba’s post about app limits in the Android OS.
Let’s hope Google addresses this issue. I think it will.

Technorati Tags: Droid,Aldiko,WordPlayer Art of War,eReader,eReader
Pro



http://www.teleread.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/11/image152.png
http://www.google.com/search?q=site%3Ateleread.org+%22the+droid%22&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a
http://dearauthor.com/wordpress/2009/11/22/my-experience-with-reading-digital-books-on-the-new-droid-phone-by-gwen-hayes/
http://www.gwenhayes.com/
http://www.gwenhayes.com/
http://www.dearauthor.com
http://www.idpf.org
http://www.aldikio.com
http://www.android.com/market/free.html#app=wordplayer
http://www.ereader.com/help/androidfaq.htm
http://www.shortcovers.com/android?utm_source=shortcovers&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=android%2BHP%20ad
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&safe=active&client=firefox-a&rls=org.mozilla%3Aen-US%3Aofficial&hs=fDu&q=site%3Ateleread.org+android+market&aq=f&oq=&aqi=
http://www.ereader.com/ereader/software/browse.htm
http://www.ereader.com/ereader/software/browse.htm
http://dearauthor.com/wordpress/2009/11/22/my-experience-with-reading-digital-books-on-the-new-droid-phone-by-gwen-hayes/
http://fbreader.org/FBReaderJ/
http://www.teleread.org/2009/11/22/why-android-phones-will-never-really-compete-with-the-iphone-or-other-phone-platforms/
http://technorati.com/tags/Droid
http://technorati.com/tags/Aldiko
http://technorati.com/tags/WordPlayer+Art+of+War
http://technorati.com/tags/eReader
http://technorati.com/tags/eReader+Pro
http://technorati.com/tags/eReader+Pro

Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.


javascript:window.location='http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&amp;url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Freadin-on-the-droid-author-gwen-hayes-reviews-aldikio-wordplayer-ereader-apps-and-shortcovers%2F&amp;title=Readin%26rsquo%3B%20on%20the%20Droid%3A%20Author%20Gwen%20Hayes%20reviews%20Aldikio%2C%20WordPlayer%2C%20eReader%20and%20Shortcovers&amp;bodytext=Psst%21%20Tip%20for%20Motorola%3A%20Give%20the%20world%20not%20just%20the%20Droid%20smartphone%20but%20also%20an%20iPod%20Touch%20equivalent%20without%20the%20iPhone-type%20stuff.%20Keep%20the%20price%20low%20and%20aim%20for%20apps%20such%20as%20e-reading---just%20one%20example.%20%20Such%20thoughts%20come%20to%20mind%20in%20the%20wake%20of';
javascript:window.location='http://slashdot.org/bookmark.pl?title=Readin%26rsquo%3B%20on%20the%20Droid%3A%20Author%20Gwen%20Hayes%20reviews%20Aldikio%2C%20WordPlayer%2C%20eReader%20and%20Shortcovers&amp;url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Freadin-on-the-droid-author-gwen-hayes-reviews-aldikio-wordplayer-ereader-apps-and-shortcovers%2F';
javascript:window.location='http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Freadin-on-the-droid-author-gwen-hayes-reviews-aldikio-wordplayer-ereader-apps-and-shortcovers%2F&amp;t=Readin%26rsquo%3B%20on%20the%20Droid%3A%20Author%20Gwen%20Hayes%20reviews%20Aldikio%2C%20WordPlayer%2C%20eReader%20and%20Shortcovers';
javascript:window.location='http://twitter.com/home?status=Readin%26rsquo%3B%20on%20the%20Droid%3A%20Author%20Gwen%20Hayes%20reviews%20Aldikio%2C%20WordPlayer%2C%20eReader%20and%20Shortcovers%20-%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Freadin-on-the-droid-author-gwen-hayes-reviews-aldikio-wordplayer-ereader-apps-and-shortcovers%2F';
javascript:window.location='http://delicious.com/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Freadin-on-the-droid-author-gwen-hayes-reviews-aldikio-wordplayer-ereader-apps-and-shortcovers%2F&amp;title=Readin%26rsquo%3B%20on%20the%20Droid%3A%20Author%20Gwen%20Hayes%20reviews%20Aldikio%2C%20WordPlayer%2C%20eReader%20and%20Shortcovers&amp;notes=Psst%21%20Tip%20for%20Motorola%3A%20Give%20the%20world%20not%20just%20the%20Droid%20smartphone%20but%20also%20an%20iPod%20Touch%20equivalent%20without%20the%20iPhone-type%20stuff.%20Keep%20the%20price%20low%20and%20aim%20for%20apps%20such%20as%20e-reading---just%20one%20example.%20%20Such%20thoughts%20come%20to%20mind%20in%20the%20wake%20of';
javascript:window.location='http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Freadin-on-the-droid-author-gwen-hayes-reviews-aldikio-wordplayer-ereader-apps-and-shortcovers%2F&amp;title=Readin%26rsquo%3B%20on%20the%20Droid%3A%20Author%20Gwen%20Hayes%20reviews%20Aldikio%2C%20WordPlayer%2C%20eReader%20and%20Shortcovers';
javascript:window.location='http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Freadin-on-the-droid-author-gwen-hayes-reviews-aldikio-wordplayer-ereader-apps-and-shortcovers%2F&amp;title=Readin%26rsquo%3B%20on%20the%20Droid%3A%20Author%20Gwen%20Hayes%20reviews%20Aldikio%2C%20WordPlayer%2C%20eReader%20and%20Shortcovers';
javascript:window.location='http://technorati.com/faves?add=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Freadin-on-the-droid-author-gwen-hayes-reviews-aldikio-wordplayer-ereader-apps-and-shortcovers%2F';
javascript:window.location='http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&amp;save?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Freadin-on-the-droid-author-gwen-hayes-reviews-aldikio-wordplayer-ereader-apps-and-shortcovers%2F&amp;h=Readin%26rsquo%3B%20on%20the%20Droid%3A%20Author%20Gwen%20Hayes%20reviews%20Aldikio%2C%20WordPlayer%2C%20eReader%20and%20Shortcovers';
javascript:window.location='http://www.myspace.com/Modules/PostTo/Pages/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Freadin-on-the-droid-author-gwen-hayes-reviews-aldikio-wordplayer-ereader-apps-and-shortcovers%2F&amp;t=Readin%26rsquo%3B%20on%20the%20Droid%3A%20Author%20Gwen%20Hayes%20reviews%20Aldikio%2C%20WordPlayer%2C%20eReader%20and%20Shortcovers';
javascript:window.location='http://twitter.com/home/?status=tip%20@Techmeme%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Freadin-on-the-droid-author-gwen-hayes-reviews-aldikio-wordplayer-ereader-apps-and-shortcovers%2F%20Readin%26rsquo%3B%20on%20the%20Droid%3A%20Author%20Gwen%20Hayes%20reviews%20Aldikio%2C%20WordPlayer%2C%20eReader%20and%20Shortcovers';
javascript:window.location='http://www.netvibes.com/share?title=Readin%26rsquo%3B%20on%20the%20Droid%3A%20Author%20Gwen%20Hayes%20reviews%20Aldikio%2C%20WordPlayer%2C%20eReader%20and%20Shortcovers&amp;url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Freadin-on-the-droid-author-gwen-hayes-reviews-aldikio-wordplayer-ereader-apps-and-shortcovers%2F';
javascript:window.location='http://www.printfriendly.com/print?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Freadin-on-the-droid-author-gwen-hayes-reviews-aldikio-wordplayer-ereader-apps-and-shortcovers%2F&amp;partner=sociable';
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/tYPwowPiS_yRo53ECReYyMFL9hI/0/da
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/tYPwowPiS_yRo53ECReYyMFL9hI/1/da

HathiTrust Digital Library offers full-text search

This is from their press release and is significant information for any
researcher. You can find the full press release here.

A year after its launch by 25 leading U.S. research libraries,
HathiTrust Digital Library announces a service that will
transform how researchers use the more than 1.6 billion pages
(4.6 million volumes) in its collections.

The breakthrough allows for full-text searching capabilities across
the entire library. Researchers can now search public domain and
in-copyright works by keyword or phrase.

Based on open source Solr/Lucene technology, the service
expands on an experimental search of public domain volumes
introduced in November 2008. Full-text search will continue to be
supported across the repository as it grows at a rate of hundreds
of thousands of volumes every month.

Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.

10


http://www.ns.umich.edu/htdocs/releases/story.php?id=7426
http://www.hathitrust.org/
javascript:window.location='http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&amp;url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fhathitrust-digital-library-offers-full-text-search%2F&amp;title=HathiTrust%20Digital%20Library%20offers%20full-text%20search&amp;bodytext=This%20is%20from%20their%20press%20release%20and%20is%20significant%20information%20for%20any%20researcher.%20%20You%20can%20find%20the%20full%20press%20release%20here.%0A%0AA%20year%20after%20its%20launch%20by%2025%20leading%20U.S.%20research%20libraries%2C%20HathiTrust%20Digital%20Library%20announces%20a%20service%20that%20will%20tr';
javascript:window.location='http://slashdot.org/bookmark.pl?title=HathiTrust%20Digital%20Library%20offers%20full-text%20search&amp;url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fhathitrust-digital-library-offers-full-text-search%2F';
javascript:window.location='http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fhathitrust-digital-library-offers-full-text-search%2F&amp;t=HathiTrust%20Digital%20Library%20offers%20full-text%20search';
javascript:window.location='http://twitter.com/home?status=HathiTrust%20Digital%20Library%20offers%20full-text%20search%20-%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fhathitrust-digital-library-offers-full-text-search%2F';
javascript:window.location='http://delicious.com/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fhathitrust-digital-library-offers-full-text-search%2F&amp;title=HathiTrust%20Digital%20Library%20offers%20full-text%20search&amp;notes=This%20is%20from%20their%20press%20release%20and%20is%20significant%20information%20for%20any%20researcher.%20%20You%20can%20find%20the%20full%20press%20release%20here.%0A%0AA%20year%20after%20its%20launch%20by%2025%20leading%20U.S.%20research%20libraries%2C%20HathiTrust%20Digital%20Library%20announces%20a%20service%20that%20will%20tr';
javascript:window.location='http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fhathitrust-digital-library-offers-full-text-search%2F&amp;title=HathiTrust%20Digital%20Library%20offers%20full-text%20search';
javascript:window.location='http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fhathitrust-digital-library-offers-full-text-search%2F&amp;title=HathiTrust%20Digital%20Library%20offers%20full-text%20search';
javascript:window.location='http://technorati.com/faves?add=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fhathitrust-digital-library-offers-full-text-search%2F';
javascript:window.location='http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&amp;save?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fhathitrust-digital-library-offers-full-text-search%2F&amp;h=HathiTrust%20Digital%20Library%20offers%20full-text%20search';
javascript:window.location='http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&amp;url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fhathitrust-digital-library-offers-full-text-search%2F&amp;title=HathiTrust%20Digital%20Library%20offers%20full-text%20search&amp;source=TeleRead%3A+Bring+the+E-Books+Home+News+%26amp%3B+views+on+e-books%2C+libraries%2C+publishing+and+related+topics&amp;summary=This%20is%20from%20their%20press%20release%20and%20is%20significant%20information%20for%20any%20researcher.%20%20You%20can%20find%20the%20full%20press%20release%20here.%0A%0AA%20year%20after%20its%20launch%20by%2025%20leading%20U.S.%20research%20libraries%2C%20HathiTrust%20Digital%20Library%20announces%20a%20service%20that%20will%20tr';
javascript:window.location='http://www.myspace.com/Modules/PostTo/Pages/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fhathitrust-digital-library-offers-full-text-search%2F&amp;t=HathiTrust%20Digital%20Library%20offers%20full-text%20search';
javascript:window.location='http://twitter.com/home/?status=tip%20@Techmeme%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fhathitrust-digital-library-offers-full-text-search%2F%20HathiTrust%20Digital%20Library%20offers%20full-text%20search';
javascript:window.location='http://www.netvibes.com/share?title=HathiTrust%20Digital%20Library%20offers%20full-text%20search&amp;url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fhathitrust-digital-library-offers-full-text-search%2F';
javascript:window.location='http://www.printfriendly.com/print?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teleread.org%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fhathitrust-digital-library-offers-full-text-search%2F&amp;partner=sociable';
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/oaqbbfgmKc02ROwc5jxJgiEnkVk/0/da
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/oaqbbfgmKc02ROwc5jxJgiEnkVk/1/da

Ha, ha, ha, mine’s thinner than yours: Amazon PR guy on the
Kindle 2 vs. the Nook

“Kindle is 40 percent thinner, 10 percent lighter, with 2 times the
battery life. It’s the best-selling, the most wished-for, and the most gifted
product on Amazon across all product categories—not just electronics.
Kindle manufacturing is humming, and the latest generation
Kindle—just released in October—is in stock and available for
immediate shipment today.” — Drew Herdener, Amazon PR guy, as
quoted the New York Times quoted him on the Nook.

Of Kindles and pencils: Yes, that’s a Kindle 2 next to a pencil. I'm just
curious if Amazon might be overdoing it. Would a somewhat thicker
machine mean a more rugged E Ink display? I don’t know. What do you
think? I would agree that thin-and-light could be good for elderly people
and others who’d have trouble up holding a regular book.

Detail: Yes, word fans, I'm gonna keep spelling Nook with a cap N,
just as the Times” Brad Stone wisely did in reporting that the Nook was
sold out for the holidays.
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Electronic textbooks in Taiwan

We are not the only ones looking at electronic textbooks. The China
Post is reporting that the Ministry of Education in Taiwan has chosen
five schools to pilot “electronic schoolbags”. This is basically a laptop
with handouts and textbooks saved in electronic form.

According to the principal of the Jinan Elementary School students
using them have been making improvements in typing speed and using
search engines, as well as being in a better mood during class. However,
some parents feel that users of the schoolbags are spending less time
playing outdoors with friends.

Thanks to Dan Bloom in Taiwan for the link.
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Wired’s tablet edition: The e-book angle

n.n
.

<\ /param><\ /embed><\ /object><\ /div>";" alt="">

E-books, e-magazines and newspapers can piggyback on each other,
so it’s good to see Conde Nast demoing a Wired Magazine edition for
the ever-rumored Apple tablet.

I hope the idea evolves the right way, with such features as
customizable, reflowable text. Didn’t Shakespeare say, “Kill all the
designers”? More seriously, shouldn’t smart designers learn to live with
reflowability?

Needless to say, Conde Nast’s concept and similar ones could be used
with hardware from other vendors.

I continue to believe we’ll see an Apple tablet in time, but if not, then
other vendors will fill in the gap.

Significantly, Comcast and other cable interests are starting to set up
shop on the Net, with movies and other offerings for subscribers. The
more enticing the content, the more market for hardware. And movie-
capable hardware could work great for e-books—perhaps displayed in
double-page format.

And speaking for twin pages: When the devil is the new Kindle for PC
app going to have them? That would be high on my list, along with other
wrinkles such as a choice of fonts and optional all-text bolding, which
can be useful even on many LCDs.

Technorati Tags: Conde Nast
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Do you read the snailpapers or do you do most of your news
reading online now?

Occasional Teleread contributor Dan Bloom in Taiwan notes that
the Urban Dictionary has now accepted the word “snailpaper” to stand
for the print editions of our local daily newspapers nationwide,
which often, Dan notes, arrive at our doorsteps in the morning with
news that is already 12 hours old. Dan quotes in his blog:

“lI am sick and tired of reading the snailpaper edition of the New
York Times! By the time it arrives, the front page is already old news.
I much prefer reading the Times online website with the up-dated news
as it happens.”
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Why Gary Price bought “The Case for Books’ in E

Ah, the suspense.

Would Gary Price—the founding info-maven of ResourceShelf—buy
The Case for Books in an electronic or paper edition?

TeleRead promised an answer, and directly from Gary himself, here it
is. — D.R.

The winner? The e-book version, which I've been reading on Kindle
for iPhone. A few of the reasons why:

1. In all of the last-minute stuff I needed to do before a trip, I didn’t
have time to go to the bookstore.

2. I purchased the book the night before my trip. I could have even
bought the book in the taxi on the way to the airport or while I
waited to board at the gate.

3. Like it or not, Price. It was about one-half the cost of the print
edition. By the way, some/all of the essays are likely available for
free via New York Review of Books.

4. It seems I'm always losing things so this way I had nothing to lose
(except my iPhone, which I would be taking with me anyway) and
one fewer item to place in my already-overflowing carry-on bag.

Have I read any of the books on my actual Kindle device (1st gen)
since I returned home? No, I continue with my iPhone.

I still have issues with low-light reading. An Amazon rep suggested I
could buy a book light and attach it to the Kindle cover. Well, I have a
book light and have attached it to the cover. It's a mediocre experience at
best.

Technorati Tags: The Case for Books,Robert Darnton
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Easy Kindle book downloads without a computer: The
grubby details for public domain fans

How to download free books directly via your Kindle’s built-in Web
browser?

Alas, Project Gutenberg and most other public domain sites aren’t
optimized right now for devices with small screens and slow browsers.

And free Kindle download guides—with links to public domain
books—are not as easy and convenient to use as they could be in my
opinion (TeleRead Co-Editor Paul Biba offers his thoughts later in this
post).

What's more, free editions of more than a few public domain books
are AWOL in the Kindle’s bookstore. To my surprise, I couldn’t dig up
one for A Journey to the Center of the Earth, the Jules Verne classic.

The glories of FreeKindleBooks.org
Enter FreeKindleBooks.org.

It will take you to thousands of Kindle books organized by author. I
don’t know the exact title count, but the site at least passes the Upton
Sinclair Test, as I'll call it: I could find 21 of his books such as a The
Money Changers.

[ules Verne (right photo) showed up with 34 titles. including Journey.
59 Dickens works, 49 by Twain and 7 by Austen

Fifty-nine works by Dickens (left photo), 49 by Mark Twain and seven
by Jane Austen (less prolific than the other two) appear on
FreeKindleBooks.org. Simply put, for people who like major public
domain authors, this is more than just a vexingly abbreviated collection.

On top of that, you can use the site’s “experimental” mode and locate
books by PG number—apparently all of the catalogue. Just go to the real
PG and search for the title and accompanying number, then return to
FreeKindleBooks.org’s experimental mode to download the actual book.
If a desktop or laptop is handy, that might be a faster way to look up the
PG numbers.

FreeKindleBooks.org, granted, has flaws. For one thing, there’s a lot of
verbiage at the top, rather than the lists of writers (leading to title lists).
But just keep scrolling down and you’ll find the lists.

How Kindle owners can use the Web browser with FreeKindle.org
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Don’t be scared if you've never used the Kindle’s Web browser before
or don’t mess with it often.

From the Home menu, just hit the Menu key, scroll down to
Experimental, press joystick-style button, then go to Basic Web Browser
if you're not there already, which you should be. Press the joystick
button again.

If the enter-Web-address rectangle is cluttered with a previously made
entry, hit Menu again and choose Enter URL, using the joystick. Type in
FreeKindleBooks.org and hit the return button (under the DEL on your
keyboard).

Other possibilities for free easy Kindle downloads...

e Mnybks.net: Unfortunately I found it harder to use for direct
Kindle downloads than FreeKindlebooks.Net was.

o Feedbooks.com: Yet another. Use http://feedbooks.com/
?format=mobile. Neither it nor Mnybks.net will give you as many
selections as FreeKindleBooks.net will with the “experimental’
feature in use. But Feedbooks does offer some of the best-
formatted books online.

...Plus a reminder that you can copy books directly from your
desktop machine to the Kindle...if the desktop is handy

With the above methods, you don’t need to have a desktop machine
handy.

But with a PC, Mac or Linux machine, you can use your Firefox or
other browser and download a book directly to your Kindle’s solid-state
storage via a USB connection.

The Kindle comes with a USB cable. Plug it in between your Kindle
and your desktop. Then do the download from your desktop browser
after specifying that you want the file copied to the e-reader (a
Documents subfolder) rather than the desktop.

The e-reader might show up as something like Drive K. Whatever is a
drive you normally don’t see!

If you use a laptop instead of a desktop, just substitute the word
“laptop” for desktop.

Additional thoughts—from Paul Biba: He favors download guides
over a FreeKindle.org approach

After this post appeared in its original form, Paul kindly shared his
own thoughts:
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“There are two Kindle catalogs that I, personally, find more
convenient to use than the web browser method that David mentions
above. These are actual catalogs of the holdings of MobileRead and
Feedbooks. You download them to your Kindle, either by using the
browser or by downloading them to your desktop and then adding them
as a book, and then you can open them and use the search function of the
Kindle to find what you want.

“Both catalogs are updated frequently, I think weekly, so you can re-
download them whenever you want and keep up to date. They are
especially easy to update because both of them have links on their front
page which will automatically fire up the Kindle browser and download
the latest catalog to your Kindle. The only thing you have to do, then, is
to delete the old catalog as the new one does not overwrite it.

“The nice thing about getting books from these sources is the excellent
formatting. David already mentioned the fine job that Feedbooks does,
and the MobileRead books are all formatted and uploaded by volunteers
who make sure that a first rate formatting job is done.

“The MobileRead catalog can be downloaded at
http://www.mobileread.com /mobiguide in Mobi format readable on
the Kindle.

“And the Feedbooks catalog can be found in the same format at
http://www.feedbooks.com /kindleguide.”

In answer to Paul, I myself find the guides can be cumbersome to use,
and I like the idea of having access to the full Gutenberg catalog of tens
of thousands of titles. But each to his/her own!

Needed: Easy downloads off the Gutenberg site

I would strongly urge Project Gutenberg to build a mobile site for
Kindle-style machines, if that isn’t already planned—yes, more than just
for the Kindle itself. PG seems to be moving in that direction. While
cellphones are important, Gutenberg shouldn’t forget owners of Kindles
and similar devices. Ideally the post I'm making now will soon be
obsolete.

Granted, Sony and other vendors have Google Books ties, but PG is
special because volunteers can choose which books to digitize (a plus
that I wish Gutenberg would play up more often).
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The ePub issue: I would vastly prefer that the existing
FreeKindleBooks.org use the ePub standard. But meanwhile TeleRead
will continue to serve the here-and-now needs of Kindle owners.

My discussion of The Money Changers: Here, on my Solomon Scandals
site. Upton Sinclair’s expose of the financial industry is still terrifyingly
timely.

(Updated 10:28 a.m. EST to include Paul’s thoughts.)

Technorati  Tags: free  Kindle  books,FreeKindleBooks,Upton
Sinclair,public domain writers,public domain authors,classics,classics for
the Kindle,Dickens,Charles Dickens,Twain Mark Twain,Asten,Jane
Austen

Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Computerworld writer: ‘Eight reasons why e-readers could
fail’

Matt Hamblin in Computerworld offers eight reasons why dedicated
e-readers like the Kindle and Sony Reader could fail. Check out his piece
for the full story. The reasons:

(1) “Price of devices,” (2) “price of e-books,” (3) “Smartphones,” (4)
“Apple’s rumored tablet computer,” (5) popular authors” ambiguity over
e-books, (6) digital rights complexities, (7) standards issues and (8)
librarians’ fears about their jobs.

So, gang, what’s your take? I myself don’t think in terms of either one
kind of e-gizmo or another—or even P vs. E. For a long time, there’ll be
many choices, even in the latter area. Cellphones aren’t going to kill the
Kindle, or vice versa.

Related: eWeek piece arguing against e-readers and other single-use
devices.

Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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