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About that ePub logo, Mike: A friendly jog for the IDPF

Ugh, it’s time to broach the topic again. Why the devil doesn’t the
International Digital Publishing Forum have an ePub logo so its format
standard can compete better against the Kindle’s proprietary approach?

The IDPF said it would unveil a contest for the best logo design, but I
haven’t seen a follow-up. I’ve emailed Director Michael Smith for an
explanation. How about it, Mike? You’re a nice guy, and I know you’re
busy, but this has been going on for months and months. I could go on to
Board President Steve Potash of OverDrive, but ideally you can provide
us with an accurate answer to this routine question.

With dozens of reader gizmos using ePub now or in the near future, a
logo is not a minor detail. As I currently see it, there should be a (1) logo
for nonDRMed ePub and (2) a requirement that brand names be used
with "protected" kinds—for example, “Adobe-DRMed ePub.”

Proprietary DRM in effect turns ePub into a proprietary format. People
need to know—right up front—which proprietary format is in use.
Hardware able to read both DRMed and nonDRMed ePub could carry a
logo with the words, “Open and Adobe-DRMed ePub.”

The above logo: It’s an unofficial version from Travis Alber of
BookGlutton. By the way, my own preferred usage would be “ePub.” I’ll
continuing the good fight to make that official. The aesthetics are so
much better than a bunch of caps.

Also of interest: Paul Biba’s Nook-related post, telereaD editor goes into
sTaTE of RebeLLiOn. I, too, hate "nook" without the first letter
capitalized. Let’s keep the focus on the performance of the machine, as
opposed to marketers’ silly distractions.
Technorati Tags: Mike Smith,Travis Alber,BookGlutton
Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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telereaD editor goes into sTaTE of RebeLLiOn

Paul Biba, Co-Editor of TeleRead, announced today that he has
entered into a state of rebellion against PR firms and their rampant
capitalization, or non-capitalization, of letters in names. In a discussion
with Dan Bloom, based in Taiwan, as to whether to capitalize the B&N
Nook, or type it as nook, Biba said:

For me – I’m in a state of rebellion against all these idiot PR firms
who come up with non-capital letter names or bastardize the
language by capitalizing in the middle of names. Two of the
worst examples are “nook” and “eDGe”.
I rebel for three reasons. First, it’s damn hard to type this stuff
and I resent being put through a typing test whenever I want to
report on an item. Second, as far as not capitalizing the initial
letter, as in “nook”, it makes it very hard for the reader to figure
out what’s going on in a sentence without the capital. And third,
by not capitalizing the name it looks to most readers that I’m a
sloppy typist and have made a typo, especially if it’s the first
word in a sentence, and this is not acceptable to me.
So the bottom line is screw the PR people and I’m going to
capitalize Nook and type eDGe as Edge. Tough!

According to reliable sources, Biba was about to post this on TeleRead
in all capital letters, but came to his senses before it was too late.
Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Pixel Qi vs. the Kindle: Which is the better display for YOUR
e-booking?

Which is better for an e-book display—the Kindle or the Pixel Qi
technology that Mary Lou Jepsen is developing?

Not seeing the two side by side, I can’t say; and besides, individual
needs will vary, with a number of variables plugged in: everything from
battery life to glare resistance.

But if you click here for more detail, you’ll see that the Pixel Qi may
well offer more-readable characters. Hard to say. I wish the Kindle were
closer to the camera. Mary Lou is honest, just not a professional product
photographer.

Also, I don’t know the mode in which the Pixel Qi is running. Is it the
full e-book mode? Or maybe one with a noticeable amount of power
applied? The shading on the right suggest that this is not with full
backlighting. None at all?

You can see this comparison (Part II)—as well as one with other laptop
displays, beyond those provided earlier (Part I)—via Mary Lou’s blog.

At any rate, Amazon or another e-reader company would be remiss in
not giving Pixel Qi tech a good look-over, just as the New York Times is
studying it along with other technologies.

An aside: A video, reachable through the just-given link, also shows
Adobe technology to improve navigation and adapt an e-publication to
devices of different sizes. This plus plenty else!)

Perhaps a $75 laptop—or e-reader: “…Pixel Qi has said that it believes a
$75 laptop will be ready in 2010. However Pixel Qi isn’t making a $75
laptop. We are making the screens for it."
Technorati Tags: Pixel Qi,Mary Lou Jepsen
Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Pixel Qi screen compared to others

Mary Lou Jepsen’s blog has a shot of 3 laptops side by side supposedly
showing the superiority of the Pixel Qi screen. I’ve put the image above.

It’s hard to tell from the shot if her claim about the Pixel Qi screen is
correct. The shot is taken off center, with a slight favoring to the left
where the Pixel Qi screen is, so that the angle could have an impact of
the displays on the other screens. Even though no image manipulation
software was used this flaw in the way the picture was taken makes it
suspect. Long years of taking product shots of screens for reviews have
taught me how even a minor change in angle can make a huge change in
the result when it comes to glare. Nevertheless, it’s nice to see the screen
coming out from the closet.

Note: the only way to get a reliable shot of something like this is to
take pictures of the machines one at a time, each one being placed in the
exact same position. Then you can cut and paste them into Photoshop to
see a comparison.

Update (from David Rothman), 6:11 p.m.: See Mary Lou’s additional
photos. What do you think, gang?

(via Liliputing)
Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Sold out at J.C. Penny—but still interesting: $129.99 color
backlit e-reader with five-inch screen and ePub and PDF

A mere $129.99 was the holiday price for the Simplicit.E.Reader on a
J.C. Penny.com product page. Alas, it’s “currently unavailable.” Hmm.
Any chance of that changing? Specs:

–Five inch color screen, backlit (hey, each to his own—I like LCDs!).
–1G memory.
–SD slot.
–USB input.
–“Compatible with Adobe DRM ePub and PDF eBooks and files.”
–Plays music. MP3s? Same for videos. Plus you can view photos.
The original MSRP price was $219.19. Given the steep discount, that’s

not good news for people hoping for another crack at this. Maybe the
company ought to try a better name. The Simplicit site, meanwhile, is
apparently unreachable except for a Google-cached page, so don’t count
on it. But I am contacting the company to see if prospective Simplicit
buyers have any chance.

OK, gang, what e-book-reader-related specials are you spotting with
the holidays season starting up?

(Via MobileRead and besttabletreview.)
Technorati Tags: Simplicit.E.Reader
Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news. >
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Why Android phones will never really compete with the
iPhone or other phone platforms

I haven’t seen this mentioned in any of the hype over the Droid or the
other Android phones that have been released. It is a very important
technical point that really hobbles the development of Android as
compared to other platforms.

Android does not allow the installation of apps on an SD card! This is
part of the Android platform and has continued over from 1.0 to the new
2.0 release. Take the Droid, for example. The Droid has 512 MB of ROM,
of which only 256 MB is available for app storage. This sorely limits the
Droid, or any other Android phone, in the game market, as gaming
typically takes up a large amount of memory.

There are work-arounds, of course, but they are fairly complex and not
very user friendly – especially if the user isn’t very knowledgeable. This
design limitation is what will keep me from ever buying an Android
phone. I have 7.62 GB of applications on my iPhone and I use them all.
This would not be possible on an Android phone. I have 70 MB of
dictionary applications on my phone, for example, along with the
TomTom, NDrive, Navigon and Magellan GPS applications – each of
which takes over 1GB each. You can see why Google had to put a "free"
GPS application on the Droid, as the phone simply doesn’t have the
memory capacity to deal with a typical add-on GPS application.

This is a strange limitation of the Android platform and I must admit
that I’ve never understood Google’s thinking in this regard.

Editor’s note: Thanks to Paul for his informative post! I’d respectfully
disagree with the “never.” Go here. This is a problem, but I can’t believe
Google will let it persist regardless of some repots saying that it will. –
D.R.
Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Readin’ on the Droid: Author Gwen Hayes reviews Aldikio,
WordPlayer, eReader and Shortcovers

Psst! Tip for Motorola: Give the world not just the Droid smartphone
but also an iPod Touch equivalent without the iPhone-type stuff. Keep
the price low and aim for apps such as e-reading—just one example.

Such thoughts come to mind in the wake of a review that author Gwen
Hayes did for Dear Author on four Android e-readers that work with the
Droid and do ePub: Aldikio, WordPlayer, eReader Pro and Shortcovers.
It’s clear the Droid and other Android machines are very much on the
minds of e-book app developers now, even if e-books fans are just a
small part of the total Android-related market.

Surely other nontelephone apps—such as games—are of interest to
Droid buyers who don’t need the phone capabilities.

Meanwhile, what did the Hayes review conclude? Comparing Aldikio
and WordPlayer, she says that “for my DRM free books, between the
two, I much preferred Aldiko. It was faster, and better organized to me,
allowing me to tag books the way that makes sense to me.” She disliked
the “robot voice” in WordPlayer; but any voice, as far as I’m concerned,
would be better than none.

For DRMed books, she notes the existence of the new eRear Pro
version for the Droid and other Android machines, but says complains
the app didn’t recognize her taps.

About Shortcovers, Gwen says it uses the same Adobe DRM system
that Sony Readers do—a negative in one sense, since she says Adobe can
be so much fuss. But she likes the ShortCovers’ catalogue integration.

Those are just some details. Check out the full review.
Reminder: This is just round one of Android software, and it will be

interesting to see how the existing programs evolve, including
FBReeaderJ.

Disclosure/reminder: Tiffany Wong, Aldikio’s marketing director, is a
much-appreciated contributor to TeleRead who follows the Chinese e-
book scene. Meanwhile I find that the WordPlayer guys are almost
neighbors with me, working over in near-by Fairfax county.

Related: Co-editor Paul Biba’s post about app limits in the Android OS.
Let’s hope Google addresses this issue. I think it will.
Technorati Tags: Droid,Aldiko,WordPlayer Art of War,eReader,eReader
Pro
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HathiTrust Digital Library offers full-text search

This is from their press release and is significant information for any
researcher. You can find the full press release here.

A year after its launch by 25 leading U.S. research libraries,
HathiTrust Digital Library announces a service that will
transform how researchers use the more than 1.6 billion pages
(4.6 million volumes) in its collections.
The breakthrough allows for full-text searching capabilities across
the entire library. Researchers can now search public domain and
in-copyright works by keyword or phrase.
Based on open source Solr/Lucene technology, the service
expands on an experimental search of public domain volumes
introduced in November 2008. Full-text search will continue to be
supported across the repository as it grows at a rate of hundreds
of thousands of volumes every month.

Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Ha, ha, ha, mine’s thinner than yours: Amazon PR guy on the
Kindle 2 vs. the Nook

“Kindle is 40 percent thinner, 10 percent lighter, with 2 times the
battery life. It’s the best-selling, the most wished-for, and the most gifted
product on Amazon across all product categories—not just electronics.
Kindle manufacturing is humming, and the latest generation
Kindle—just released in October—is in stock and available for
immediate shipment today.” – Drew Herdener, Amazon PR guy, as
quoted the New York Times quoted him on the Nook.

Of Kindles and pencils: Yes, that’s a Kindle 2 next to a pencil. I’m just
curious if Amazon might be overdoing it. Would a somewhat thicker
machine mean a more rugged E Ink display? I don’t know. What do you
think? I would agree that thin-and-light could be good for elderly people
and others who’d have trouble up holding a regular book.

Detail: Yes, word fans, I’m gonna keep spelling Nook with a cap N,
just as the Times’ Brad Stone wisely did in reporting that the Nook was
sold out for the holidays.
Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Electronic textbooks in Taiwan

We are not the only ones looking at electronic textbooks. The China
Post is reporting that the Ministry of Education in Taiwan has chosen
five schools to pilot “electronic schoolbags”. This is basically a laptop
with handouts and textbooks saved in electronic form.

According to the principal of the Jinan Elementary School students
using them have been making improvements in typing speed and using
search engines, as well as being in a better mood during class. However,
some parents feel that users of the schoolbags are spending less time
playing outdoors with friends.

Thanks to Dan Bloom in Taiwan for the link.
Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Wired’s tablet edition: The e-book angle

<\/param><\/embed><\/object><\/div>";" alt="">
E-books, e-magazines and newspapers can piggyback on each other,

so it’s good to see Conde Nast demoing a Wired Magazine edition for
the ever-rumored Apple tablet.

I hope the idea evolves the right way, with such features as
customizable, reflowable text. Didn’t Shakespeare say, “Kill all the
designers”? More seriously, shouldn’t smart designers learn to live with
reflowability?

Needless to say, Conde Nast’s concept and similar ones could be used
with hardware from other vendors.

I continue to believe we’ll see an Apple tablet in time, but if not, then
other vendors will fill in the gap.

Significantly, Comcast and other cable interests are starting to set up
shop on the Net, with movies and other offerings for subscribers. The
more enticing the content, the more market for hardware. And movie-
capable hardware could work great for e-books—perhaps displayed in
double-page format.

And speaking for twin pages: When the devil is the new Kindle for PC
app going to have them? That would be high on my list, along with other
wrinkles such as a choice of fonts and optional all-text bolding, which
can be useful even on many LCDs.
Technorati Tags: Conde Nast
Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Do you read the snailpapers or do you do most of your news
reading online now?

Occasional Teleread contributor Dan Bloom in Taiwan notes that
the Urban Dictionary has now accepted the word “snailpaper” to stand
for the print editions of our local daily newspapers nationwide,
which often, Dan notes, arrive at our doorsteps in the morning with
news that is already 12 hours old. Dan quotes in his blog:

“I am sick and tired of reading the snailpaper edition of the New
York Times! By the time it arrives, the front page is already old news.
I much prefer reading the Times online website with the up-dated news
as it happens.”
Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Why Gary Price bought ‘The Case for Books’ in E

Ah, the suspense.
Would Gary Price—the founding info-maven of ResourceShelf—buy

The Case for Books in an electronic or paper edition?
TeleRead promised an answer, and directly from Gary himself, here it

is. – D.R.
The winner? The e-book version, which I’ve been reading on Kindle

for iPhone. A few of the reasons why:
1. In all of the last-minute stuff I needed to do before a trip, I didn’t

have time to go to the bookstore.
2. I purchased the book the night before my trip. I could have even

bought the book in the taxi on the way to the airport or while I
waited to board at the gate.

3. Like it or not, Price. It was about one-half the cost of the print
edition. By the way, some/all of the essays are likely available for
free via New York Review of Books.

4. It seems I’m always losing things so this way I had nothing to lose
(except my iPhone, which I would be taking with me anyway) and
one fewer item to place in my already-overflowing carry-on bag.

Have I read any of the books on my actual Kindle device (1st gen)
since I returned home? No, I continue with my iPhone.

I still have issues with low-light reading. An Amazon rep suggested I
could buy a book light and attach it to the Kindle cover. Well, I have a
book light and have attached it to the cover. It’s a mediocre experience at
best.
Technorati Tags: The Case for Books,Robert Darnton
Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Easy Kindle book downloads without a computer: The
grubby details for public domain fans

How to download free books directly via your Kindle’s built-in Web
browser?

Alas, Project Gutenberg and most other public domain sites aren’t
optimized right now for devices with small screens and slow browsers.

And free Kindle download guides—with links to public domain
books—are not as easy and convenient to use as they could be in my
opinion (TeleRead Co-Editor Paul Biba offers his thoughts later in this
post).

What’s more, free editions of more than a few public domain books
are AWOL in the Kindle’s bookstore. To my surprise, I couldn’t dig up
one for A Journey to the Center of the Earth, the Jules Verne classic.

The glories of FreeKindleBooks.org
Enter FreeKindleBooks.org.
It will take you to thousands of Kindle books organized by author. I

don’t know the exact title count, but the site at least passes the Upton
Sinclair Test, as I’ll call it: I could find 21 of his books such as a The
Money Changers.

Jules Verne (right photo) showed up with 34 titles. including Journey.
59 Dickens works, 49 by Twain and 7 by Austen
Fifty-nine works by Dickens (left photo), 49 by Mark Twain and seven

by Jane Austen (less prolific than the other two) appear on
FreeKindleBooks.org. Simply put, for people who like major public
domain authors, this is more than just a vexingly abbreviated collection.

On top of that, you can use the site’s “experimental” mode and locate
books by PG number—apparently all of the catalogue. Just go to the real
PG and search for the title and accompanying number, then return to
FreeKindleBooks.org’s experimental mode to download the actual book.
If a desktop or laptop is handy, that might be a faster way to look up the
PG numbers.

FreeKindleBooks.org, granted, has flaws. For one thing, there’s a lot of
verbiage at the top, rather than the lists of writers (leading to title lists).
But just keep scrolling down and you’ll find the lists.

How Kindle owners can use the Web browser with FreeKindle.org
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Don’t be scared if you’ve never used the Kindle’s Web browser before
or don’t mess with it often.

From the Home menu, just hit the Menu key, scroll down to
Experimental, press joystick-style button, then go to Basic Web Browser
if you’re not there already, which you should be. Press the joystick
button again.

If the enter-Web-address rectangle is cluttered with a previously made
entry, hit Menu again and choose Enter URL, using the joystick. Type in
FreeKindleBooks.org and hit the return button (under the DEL on your
keyboard).

Other possibilities for free easy Kindle downloads…
• Mnybks.net: Unfortunately I found it harder to use for direct

Kindle downloads than FreeKindlebooks.Net was.
• Feedbooks.com: Yet another. Use http://feedbooks.com/

?format=mobile. Neither it nor Mnybks.net will give you as many
selections as FreeKindleBooks.net will with the “experimental’
feature in use. But Feedbooks does offer some of the best-
formatted books online.

…Plus a reminder that you can copy books directly from your
desktop machine to the Kindle…if the desktop is handy

With the above methods, you don’t need to have a desktop machine
handy.

But with a PC, Mac or Linux machine, you can use your Firefox or
other browser and download a book directly to your Kindle’s solid-state
storage via a USB connection.

The Kindle comes with a USB cable. Plug it in between your Kindle
and your desktop. Then do the download from your desktop browser
after specifying that you want the file copied to the e-reader (a
Documents subfolder) rather than the desktop.

The e-reader might show up as something like Drive K. Whatever is a
drive you normally don’t see!

If you use a laptop instead of a desktop, just substitute the word
“laptop” for desktop.

Additional thoughts—from Paul Biba: He favors download guides
over a FreeKindle.org approach

After this post appeared in its original form, Paul kindly shared his
own thoughts:
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“There are two Kindle catalogs that I, personally, find more
convenient to use than the web browser method that David mentions
above. These are actual catalogs of the holdings of MobileRead and
Feedbooks. You download them to your Kindle, either by using the
browser or by downloading them to your desktop and then adding them
as a book, and then you can open them and use the search function of the
Kindle to find what you want.

“Both catalogs are updated frequently, I think weekly, so you can re-
download them whenever you want and keep up to date. They are
especially easy to update because both of them have links on their front
page which will automatically fire up the Kindle browser and download
the latest catalog to your Kindle. The only thing you have to do, then, is
to delete the old catalog as the new one does not overwrite it.
“The nice thing about getting books from these sources is the excellent
formatting. David already mentioned the fine job that Feedbooks does,
and the MobileRead books are all formatted and uploaded by volunteers
who make sure that a first rate formatting job is done.

“The MobileRead catalog can be downloaded at
http://www.mobileread.com/mobiguide in Mobi format readable on
the Kindle.

“And the Feedbooks catalog can be found in the same format at
http://www.feedbooks.com/kindleguide.”

In answer to Paul, I myself find the guides can be cumbersome to use,
and I like the idea of having access to the full Gutenberg catalog of tens
of thousands of titles. But each to his/her own!

Needed: Easy downloads off the Gutenberg site
I would strongly urge Project Gutenberg to build a mobile site for

Kindle-style machines, if that isn’t already planned—yes, more than just
for the Kindle itself. PG seems to be moving in that direction. While
cellphones are important, Gutenberg shouldn’t forget owners of Kindles
and similar devices. Ideally the post I’m making now will soon be
obsolete.

Granted, Sony and other vendors have Google Books ties, but PG is
special because volunteers can choose which books to digitize (a plus
that I wish Gutenberg would play up more often).
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The ePub issue: I would vastly prefer that the existing
FreeKindleBooks.org use the ePub standard. But meanwhile TeleRead
will continue to serve the here-and-now needs of Kindle owners.

My discussion of The Money Changers: Here, on my Solomon Scandals
site. Upton Sinclair’s expose of the financial industry is still terrifyingly
timely.

(Updated 10:28 a.m. EST to include Paul’s thoughts.)
Technorati Tags: free Kindle books,FreeKindleBooks,Upton
Sinclair,public domain writers,public domain authors,classics,classics for
the Kindle,Dickens,Charles Dickens,Twain,Mark Twain,Asten,Jane
Austen
Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Computerworld writer: ‘Eight reasons why e-readers could
fail’

Matt Hamblin in Computerworld offers eight reasons why dedicated
e-readers like the Kindle and Sony Reader could fail. Check out his piece
for the full story. The reasons:

(1) “Price of devices,” (2) “price of e-books,” (3) “Smartphones,” (4)
“Apple’s rumored tablet computer,” (5) popular authors’ ambiguity over
e-books, (6) digital rights complexities, (7) standards issues and (8)
librarians’ fears about their jobs.

So, gang, what’s your take? I myself don’t think in terms of either one
kind of e-gizmo or another—or even P vs. E. For a long time, there’ll be
many choices, even in the latter area. Cellphones aren’t going to kill the
Kindle, or vice versa.

Related: eWeek piece arguing against e-readers and other single-use
devices.
Digg us. Slashdot us. Facebook us. Twitter us. Share the news.
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Mobileread

100 links for ebook lovers

OnlineCourses.org just posted a collection of links to the many things
you might want to know about ebooks. MobileRead is on the list twice (
numbers 25 & 32).

Quote:
You already know that the Internet is one of the most convenient,
effective means of researching and finding information for your classes,
but did you know that in some cases it can replace all of your hefty
textbooks and reading assignments too? With ebooks, you can read,
stream, and listen to lessons, classic literature, poetry and reference
books on the Internet or your mobile device. Here are 100 useful links
for ebook lovers.
http://www.onlinecourses.org/2009/11...-ebook-lovers/
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New ebook reader -Simplicit.E.reader

One of MR's more observant members noticed that JCPenney is selling
an ebook reader on its website. It's not listed as being in stock, and I
spent some time Googling it.

We don't have much detail yet because so far as I can tell this device
hasn't been announced yet. I found the company's website, but it's not
up yet. I found it in the Google cache.

This is the detail we have so far:
• 5" backlit color screen
• Adobe DE support
• 1GB memory
• SD card slot
• discount coupon for BooksonBoard
• product description says it can "read books, play music and

videos"

and it's showing a sale price of $129.99. If that price is for real then I
might get one.

P.S. I'm attaching the JCPenney product page just in case it's taken down.

Update:
I believe the company behind the Simplicit is SPI Inc, a small tech
company based in Dallas, Texas. It's not completely clear whether this
company develops its products independently or re brands the products
it licenses.

Second Update: I just heard back from Books on Board. Yes, that is their
coupon. They were a little puzzled about why the product page was up.
The last they had heard was that the device wasn't ready yet.The release
had been pushed back until Spring.

Attached Thumbnails
Â
Attached Files
ebookreader.zip (259.6 KB)
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MobileRead Week in Review: 11/14 - 11/21

Feast your eyes on some of the discussions from this week at
MobileRead...

E-Book General - News and Commentary
• Firmware update for PRS-500 available - EPUB!
• eReader for Android just announced
• Bookeen releases new model of CyBook: CyBook Gold

E-Book General - Deals, Freebies, and Resources
• University of Chicago Announces free Monthly ebook

E-Book Software - Calibre
• Calibre + Dropbox = unclouded happiness

E-Book Devices - Sony Portable Reader PRS-500/505
• PRS-500 owners: Will you take advantage of Sony's upgrade/

trade-up offer?
E-Book Devices - Amazon Kindle

• Kindle finally released in Canada
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Bookeen releases new model of CyBook: CyBook Gold

Our good friend Kurt, from BooksOnBoard, informs us that Bookeen
appear to have snuck out a new model of the CyBook, apparently
without telling anybody!

The new model, the CyBook Gold, has 1GB storage space (up from
512MB on the previous model), an 8 greyscale eInk screen (previous
models supported only 4), and supports ePub and PDF with Adobe
ADE. The package includes the CyBook itself, a black cover, earphones, a
USB cable, and a European AC adaptor (which will not be supplied to
US customers).

The package is priced at US$349; there appears to be no mention of this
device as yet on Bookeen's site.

For more information, please see the BooksOnBoard site here.

24

http://www.booksonboard.com/index.php?BODY=viewproduct&PRODUCT=5


University of Chicago Announces free Monthly ebook

The first book in the program is below. epub format

Link http://www.press.uchicago.edu/ebooks/free_ebook.html

The Birthday Book
Edited and Translated by Holt N. Parker
120 pages, 9 line drawings 5 x 7 © 2007
E-book Free! See form below (about e-books)
ISBN: 9780226099774
Cloth $25.00
ISBN: 9780226099743 Published February 2007
“[Roman grammarian and writer] Censorinus distills the wisdom of
several strains of philosophy, extracting whatever seems to have any
bearing on births, days and birthdays: theories of the origin of the
human species, the formation of the individual foetus, the principles of
astrology, the ages of man, the nature of time, eons, centuries, years,
months, days and hours.”—London Review of Books
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eReader for Android just announced

I just got this email from Fictionwise:
Quote:
> ANDROID EREADER NOW AVAILABLE!

Do you have a Motorola Droid, T-Mobile myTouch 3G, Motorola CLIQ
or T-Mobile G1? The wait is over! eReader for Android is now
available. eReader for Android is an award-winning application
used to read eReader eBooks on Android-based devices. eReader Pro
has more features than ever before, including free eBooks, the
ability to read dictionaries and more! To celebrate this exciting
event, use coupon 'android15' and save 15% off any purchase. see
below:
http://www.fictionwise.com/Z425328TB...androidfaq.htm
Shiny.
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Kindle finally released in Canada

A friend just sent me this link:

http://technology.canoe.ca/2009/11/17/11774336-qmi.html
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Calibre + Dropbox = unclouded happiness

I'm pretty sure a lot of people here know Dropbox, the (free at first) file
sharing and synchronization service...

I use it to sync the files on my two Macs, and my work PC ; it's a very
easy to use and efficient service.

Recently, I began syncing my Calibre library, so the books I edit/add/
remove on either machine would be available on all the others ; Calibre
is a multi-platform marvel, so this syncing makes a lot of sense.

And I thought of something : if I generate the stanza.xml file from the
Calibre database (using the calibre-db command), maybe it could be
automatically accessible from my iPhone, now that the whole Calibre
library is synchronized and available on my Dropbox account ?

Guess what ? It works ! Unfortunately, it's still a manual process, but I'm
pretty sure it could be possible for our generous Kovid to change it into
something automatic...

Here are the steps needed to make this happen :
1. Publish your Calibre library in a directory of the Public part in

your Dropbox account

The library must be in a public part of your Dropbox account,
because you will need the URL to the stanza.xml file in the last
step. If you do not want to make it public, you will still be able to
browse your (private) dropbox account website from inside
Stanza, but it's another story...
To get the URL to your Calibre library, simply right-click on a file
in the folder and select "Copy public link" from the "Dropbox"
menu. Mine is http://dl.dropbox.com/u/788541/calib...ary/
stanza.xml (fake number, of course).

2. export the Calibre database into a stanza.xml file

Using the following command in the Calibre library folder,
generate the stanza.xml file :
calibredb list --output-format stanza --prefix http://dl.getdropbox.com/u/
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788541/calibre_library > stanza.xml
(replace the URL with the one you got at step 1, this one is mine)

3. correct the stanza.xml file

Some characters are encoded in a way that make Stanza frown :
simply replace them using a plain text editor ; replace '%28' with '('
and '%29' with ')' (skip the quotes, obviously).

4. configure your Stanza program to make it access your new online
library

In Stanza (on your iPhone for example), create a new online stanza
catalog and enter the URL to your stanza.xml file (mine is
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/788541/calib...ary/stanza.xml).

That's all !

Of course, if the stanza.xml file could be generated automatically with
every modification of the database, it would be even better, but even
now it's very convenient...

Thanks again Kovid for Calibre, the Lexycle people for Stanza and
Dropbox for being free...

PS : if I made a mistake in my explanation, or if something was not clear
enough, ask questions and I'll be happy to try and explain better...
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PRS-500 owners: Will you take advantage of Sony's upgrade/
trade-up offer?

Sony has made PRS-500 owners a great offer (MR News and Sony Offer):
* A free firmware upgrade to support ePub, including free shipping, or
* A trade-in discount on a new device ($50 or $75 depending on the
model)

What will you do? (Please participate in the poll, and share your
thoughts in the thread.)

So now the reality sets in - I don't want to part with my PRS-500, even if I
buy another device and the 500 goes into storage in "museum mode"!
Am I willing to part with it for a "measly" $75??? And am I willing to
part with the custom navigation hacks just to get e-pub support? Do I
want to upgrade - the new devices are a significant upgrade in usability.
Or, heaven forbid, after such a nice offer do I want to consider a Daily
Reader or even a non-Sony device like the Daily new Plastic Logic large
screen device? These are some serious questions!

Can't wait to hear what others are going to do. Share your thoughts!
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Firmware update for PRS-500 available - EPUB!

Alas, it's not updateable by user and the device must be sent in.
Quote:
Update your Reader firmware, compliments of Sony.

Sony has created a firmware update for your Reader, allowing it to
remain compatible with the new eBook Store format. This update will
allow your PRS-500 to support the ePub and Adobe DRM format and
add the ability to re-flow PDF documents. Due to the nature of the work
required, you will need to send your PRS-500 Reader to the Sony Service
Centers for updating.

All you need to do is complete the request for firmware update through
the link below, or call 866-962-7669. We will provide you with a pre-paid
UPS label for sending in your Reader. You should have your PRS-500
back within 14 days, with the firmware update installed.
Alternatively, you can trade it for a newer model.
Quote:
Trade in for a new Reader Pocket Edition or Reader Touch Edition:
Trade in your PRS-500 when purchasing a new Reader Pocket Edition or
Reader Touch Edition. You will receive $50 off of the Reader Pocket
Edition or $75 off the Reader Touch Edition.
Linky.
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MobileRead Week in Review: 11/07 - 11/14

Another week, another steady stream of e-book goodness here on
MobileRead. Our authentic roundup of what's been going on:

E-Book General - News and Commentary
• Kindle For PC is now available.

E-Book Devices - PocketBook
• PocketBook 360° review
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PocketBook 360° review

EDIT: There is Part II of the review available in the thread.

I was looking for an e-ink device to upgrade my aging Sony PRS-500
reader for quite some time.

Ever since I have seen first proposals for Pocket Book 360° design on
The-ebook.org forum I was planning to get one eventually.

So I did get one. Finally. I purchased an original Ukrainian package from
our member Forgosigan.

Originally I wanted to purchase black unit, because I thought the screen
would appear lighter when surrounded by a black bezel, and I am used
to black reader from my PRS-500 anyway. Forkosigan persuaded me to
buy "ivory" colored unit. He said that the text appears blacker on a
screen with light bezel. Besides, he did not have any black units left ;-)
I have purchased light colored one and I am happy.
The color of the unit is not bright white, it is light "PC case" beige with
pearly - silvery, almost metallic surface. There is grey plastic border
around the screen. The resulting combination is very pleasing, and
indeed, the letters look *almost* "like lacquered chopsticks on a clean
tablecloth" :-)

I LOVE the detachable lid. It protects the screen very well without
adding bulk to the device. I like the user replaceable battery. You should
update the manual, however, there are no markings at the back of the
device indicating that this is the door to the battery compartment and
reset button. It is also not apparent how to open the door once you start
looking for the Reset button. (I did not need it yet, despite my furious
tests).
There is only one thing I do not like in hardware. It is audible click when
you press the button. I can still read without disturbing my sleeping
partner, but I would have prefered a little bit quieter click.

With a few books in internal memory the device boots in under 21
seconds. It also takes less than 21 seconds to boot the machine with an
SD card with over a thousand files on it freshly inserted. I am very
impressed. Everything is configurable. You can configure the device to
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take you after the boot directly to the book you were reading when you
switch it off, and I used that option when timing "cold boot".

When you insert SD card with 10 folders on it and you have another 15
folders with books already in main memory you are presented with a
library that combines those top folders, so in a main library you see all 25
folders plus whatever books you have on the root of the card or in the
root of the main memory "disk". You do not see folders with names
starting with dot (which is standard Unix and Linux behaviour). There is
an icon indicating whether the file resides on a card or in memory.
There is another icon present next to file name. No icon means the book
was not opened, an "open book" icon means you are reading the books
and reader remembers your position, a "checkbox" icon means the book
was finished. The states are saved in a file accessible from main memory
when you connect the reader to PC, the "not yet opened", "being read"
and "finished" flag can also be reset from the menu described below.
You can manage files directly from PocketBook user interface. Just press
and hold the OK button to get menu.
you can do following actions
- Open book
- view information and metadata
- mark as Read (or finished)
- File
. - rename
. - Move to folder
. - copy to SD card (or main memory, depending on where the book is)
. - Move to SD card
. - Delete
. - Mark group
- set view for files as
. - list
. - thumbnails
. - details
. - set screen orientation (any angle 0, 90, 180, 270, or gyro sensor)
- Sort
. - by title
. - by author
. - by series
. - by creation time
- Show names as
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. - book titles

. - file names
- find book
I havent, yet, discovered how to create a folder.

There are basically three kinds of book files you can read on PB. Files
with rigid layout, such as pdf and djvu files, files that are reflowable,
such as fb2, fb2.zip, txt, rtf, html, chm, doc, epub and tcr and comics. In
this review I will not talk about pdf files, that will take another long post.
I said that pdf files have rigid structure, but according to the manual you
*can* reflow, zoom or read in column mode pdf files.
Reflowable files are opened in an application FBreader. FBreader is very
configurable. It discards most of the formatting information from rtf, doc
and displays text fully justified, in an user selected font.
In FBreader you can configure
- font (face, size)
- encoding (there are quite a lot of options missing, but you can use
UTF-8, so I do not see a problem. Encoding options are: auto, Win-1251,
Win-1252, Win-1255, KOI8-R, KOI8-U, IBM866, ISO-8859-1, ISO-8859-5,
UTF-8)
- line spacing (from 70 to 200%)
- page margins in three steps, starting with no margin
- hyphenations
- line breaks (auto, new line, empty line, line with indent), so PB can
display "raw, plain vanilla" Project Gutenberg text file surprisingly well

There are further settings that affect the FBreader under settings icon on
the main menu. Among many, many interesting things you can set
Apperance - theme, interface font, boot logo, text rendering (Not
antialiased, Antialiased, embolded)

Let us get back to the FBreader.
There is a very thin status bar at the bottom of the screen when you read
the book, It contains following info:
[page #] / [number of pages], name of the book in a very tiny font,
percentage of the book you have read so far, a graphical progress bar,
time and battery indicator. When you open the book, or when you
change screen orientation or font or size of font there are just three dots
displayed instead of page number and progress bar - this is indication
that the device is repaginating the book.
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You can use custom fonts. Just copy ttf font into Fonts directory on the
main memory when you connect reader to the PC. If you provide device
with just one variant of the font, the bold and italic text is simulated, just
like on Sony reader. When you load all for variants of the font - normal,
bold, itallics and bold itallics the device uses that and you get real italics.
(Just have a look at the shape of the 'a' letter to see if you have real italics.
See? 'a' versus 'a'. I strongly recommend font Droid that was developed
specifically for small displays on Android operating system and released
under Apache licence. I very much like the way fonts are displayed,
rendered, antialiased, and hinted on PocketBook

I have only one question concerning FBreader for our resident
PocketBook resellers. How do I configure FBreader to use left
justification instead of full justification? I think have seen description of
how to modify a FBreader config file (easily accesible in main memory
when you connect the reader) somewhere on the-ebook.org forum, but I
can not find it right now.
Another question is, what happens when user deletes system files from
main memory? (Do not worry dear readers, there are only some
configuration files, files with state of the books and such things in the
user mountable main memory, so you can not delete some important
system file.) How can this be corrected? Can this be remedied by using
"factory default option" oe perhaps by formatting internal memory from
Settings or by reflashing firmware? I am NOT going to try, but sooner or
later somebody WILL delete some files.

To be continued ...

Now let us see some unpacking photos, shot with a mobile phone
camera under very adverse lighting conditions. During weekend I will
try to borrow a better camera and make better shots, might be even a
video.

Attached Thumbnails
Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â
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Kindle For PC is now available.

Amazon has released the oft requested Kindle for PC software. This
software lets you buy and read Kindle books on your PC. If you have a
Kindle the Whispersync will automatically keep your last read page
synced on the device and the PC.

From the Kindle blog:

Quote:
With it you can read more than 360,000 Kindle books on your computer.
There is no Kindle required but if you have one, you'll be able to access
your library of Kindle books, notes, marks, and more.

Stay tuned, as more apps are on the way, including Kindle for Mac, and
Kindle for Blackberry.
To download the software visit
www.amazon.com/KindleforPC

To discuss this news please visit:
http://www.mobileread.com/forums/showthread.php?t=61798
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MobileRead Week in Review: 10/31 - 11/07

Welcome to another digest entry of MobileRead, where we transform the
profound into the bite-sized.

E-Book General - News and Commentary
• Spring Design sues Barnes & Noble over the Nook
• AddALL E-Book Search with new features
• Foxit eSlick to suport ePub in Firmware 2.0

E-Book General - Deals, Freebies, and Resources
• Free one day only--gryphonwood press books at Smashwords

[Offer Expired]
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Foxit eSlick to suport ePub in Firmware 2.0

Quote:
In its continuing effort to be the electronic reader of choice, Foxit is
expanding eSlickâ��™s support for more reading formats. eSlick
customers will now be able to view documents in ePub and eReader
(PDB) in additional to previously supported PDF and Text formats. The
support for ePub and eReader enable customers to read books
downloaded from any website which supports these reading formats.
via http://finance.yahoo.com/news/Foxit-....html?x=0&.v=1

and http://www.engadget.com/2009/11/06/f...ndle-to-shame/
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Free SF Reader

A Sad Story - Michael Swanwick

Diaphragm execution.

3.5 out of 5

http://www.infinitematrix.net/stories/swanwick/
sleep_of_reason_31.html
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Science Fiction in Portugal: The Drawing Up of a Territory -
Teresa Sousa de Almeida

"This work intends to present the outlines of science fiction and of a
certain fantastic literature related to it, having a reference in the national
space in which it has been produced (Portugal). Although it contains a
sort of introduction, it is mainly focused upon the production of the
eighties and nineties, in which there has been a slight defining of a new
paradigm."

3.5 out of 5

http://worldsf.wordpress.com/2009/11/23/monday-original-content-
science-fiction-in-portugal/
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My Favourite Books - Lou Anders

A brief interview about upcoming stuff.

3.5 out of 5

http://myfavouritebooks.blogspot.com/2009/11/lou-anders-visits-mfb-
and-talks-books.html
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A Brief History Of Tanusha - Joel Shepherd

"Following on from my world-building piece about ‘Sasha’, I thought I’d
do something similar for the ‘Cassandra Kresnov Series’."

4 out of 5

http://www.joelshepherd.com/2009/11/following-on-from-my-world-
building.html
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Grand Central Arena 09 - Ryk Spoor

"Holy Grail drifted within a monstrous enclosure, in the shape of a
somewhat flattened sphere, over twenty thousand kilometers across the
wide axis, sharing that space only with a handful of other, spherical
objects ranging in size from one at the exact center which was nearly
three kilometers across to several only a few meters across; with the
exception of the central object, none of them exceeded 300 meters.

Ariane studied the other objects. Featureless spheres as far as their radar
could make out, and no more detailed by the few visible-light images
acquired during the brilliant firing of the rocket, they were all clearly
laid out along a plane that cut through the center of the enclosure, none
more than a relatively few kilometers off of that imaginary surface.
Judging by the minimal data left from the recorders during their
emergency stop, they'd first entered this weird place at roughly a
thousand kilometers from the center, maybe a little less, and then
careened outward until they'd almost hit the … wall. Moving pretty
much along the plane of the other objects, too –"

3.5 out of 5

http://seawasp.livejournal.com/154231.html
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Grand Central Arena 08 - Ryk Spoor

"Why exactly did we design this experimental ship to be like a giant
coffin?"

3.5 out of 5

http://seawasp.livejournal.com/153563.html
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Grand Central Arena 07 - Ryk Spoor

"Simon floated in the zero-G observation lounge, looking straight "up"
along the axis of Kanzaki-Three, staring at the long, slender shape of
Holy Grail. The experimental vessel had the look of some delicate sea-
dwelling creature, a streamlined torpedo with four exquisitely narrow
tendrils – the magnetic guide ribs for its mass-beam drive – trailing far
behind it. In a few days, he thought, they would all be on board, and
only a few hours after that… he would know. One way or another, he
would know.

Or, he admitted to himself and Mio, I may not know, if everything goes
perfectly terribly and we explode or disappear."

3.5 out of 5

http://seawasp.livejournal.com/153039.html
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Grand Central Arena 06 - Ryk Spoor

"In the past 40 years, no less than twelve interstellar probes were
launched, using whatever was top-of-the-line in automation and
nanodesign at the time. A couple of these were basically backyard fan
projects, but most of them got quite a bit of interest and energy backing
at their time. By now, more than half of them should have arrived at
their destinations and started survey and possibly even
nanoconstruction work.

"Not a single one of them has been heard from."

3 out of 5

http://seawasp.livejournal.com/152487.html
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Grand Central Arena 05 - Ryk Spoor

"Your prior tests only lasted for a few seconds,Simon," DuQuesne
pointed out. "If we stay in this … transition space for days, how far away
will we have gone?"

"A question that's not quite as simple to answer as it sounds. Remember
that the probes seemed to emerge at almost random locations. There was
some correlation between how fast they were going and how far they
had gone when they emerged, but it was not nearly so clear as I would
have liked."

2.5 out of 5

http://seawasp.livejournal.com/151836.html

48

http://seawasp.livejournal.com/151836.html


Grand Central Arena 04 - Ryk Spoor

"Yeah, he's definitely a Transcender; believes in the ultimate destiny of
mankind to unify with the machines we created. Doesn't do the full
Upload thing because it'd qualify him as an AI under current rules."

3 out of 5

http://seawasp.livejournal.com/151626.html
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Grand Central Arena 03 - Ryk Spoor

" She tried to look as though she were thinking, then gave it up. "Much
as I'd like to keep you hanging, Simon, I can't. The chance to be on the
crew of the first FTL ship ever made? Even as a probably-useless
supernumerary? You just try to keep me OUT of your ship!"

Simon's face relaxed slightly. "That's gratifying, I will admit. Now, I have
to emphasize that there is a quite significant risk involved in this –"

She burst out laughing. "Risk? Doctor Sandrisson, I just ran a race where
I tried – with my opponent – to get one of us run into a keyhole barrier at
several klicks a second!" She laughed again. "One and a half percent
chance of something going wrong? Without that, it wouldn't even be
worth FLYING your little toy.""

3.5 out of 5

http://seawasp.livejournal.com/151409.html
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Grand Central Arena 02 - Ryk Spoor

" That explained the casing. A Tayler-5 was the highest permitted AI
rating outside of special research and even with modern equipment you
weren't fitting a T-5 in ordinary headware. A T-1 was generally
considered equal to an ordinary human, and Mio – just about top-of-the-
line for a headware AISage – had a Tayler rating of 2.5.

What a racing pilot needed, or wanted, with a T-5 AISage, now that was
a mystery. Simon liked mysteries – it was part of what had drawn him
into physics, unravelling the mysteries of how and why the universe
worked the way it did – and now Ariane Austin wasn't just a daredevil
in a totally anachronistic sport, she was a puzzle."

3 out of 5

http://seawasp.livejournal.com/151202.html
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Grand Central Arena 01 - Ryk Spoor

"She didn't mind matching scrapes with most people, but Hawke was a
different matter. Scrape in a keyhole, that was even worse. The hundred
kilometer long hollow obstacles were basically tunnels a hundred meters
across and two hundred high -- something very, very narrow when you
were in a craft with a 20-meter wingspan moving at several kilometers
per second, and even narrower if you had another 20-meter craft with
you. Even the fact that the keyholes were mostly made of aerogel and the
racing craft of ring-carbon composite didn't make it comfortable; yes,
many craft and their pilots had survived collision with the keyhole wall,
but many hadn't, often by hitting one of the widely spaced, but much
more solid, supports for the keyhole. Even if you survived, of course,
you would have lost so much time that you might not even finish the
race."

3 out of 5

http://seawasp.livejournal.com/150995.html
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Grace and Elena - Michael Swanwick

Happy ho.

3 out of 5

http://www.infinitematrix.net/stories/swanwick/
sleep_of_reason_30.html
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Death In Venice - Michael Swanwick

Perverse perfume.

3 out of 5

http://www.infinitematrix.net/stories/swanwick/
sleep_of_reason_29.html
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The Homonculus - Michael Swanwick

Witchy make kid.

3 out of 5

http://www.infinitematrix.net/stories/swanwick/
sleep_of_reason_28.html
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Trolls - Michael Swanwick

Three joke.

3 out of 5

http://www.infinitematrix.net/stories/swanwick/
sleep_of_reason_27.html
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Grace In the Bordello - Michael Swanwick

No good ho.

3 out of 5

http://www.infinitematrix.net/stories/swanwick/
sleep_of_reason_26.html
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Prick In Love - Michael Swanwick

Donkey serenade.

2.5 out of 5

http://www.infinitematrix.net/stories/swanwick/
sleep_of_reason_25.html
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Elena On the Street - Michael Swanwick

Ho order sting.

3 out of 5

http://www.infinitematrix.net/stories/swanwick/
sleep_of_reason_24.html
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Spanking - Michael Swanwick

Old and dominatrixed.

3 out of 5

http://www.infinitematrix.net/stories/swanwick/
sleep_of_reason_23.html
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Witches and Nightmares - Michael Swanwick

Pants off robbery.

3.5 out of 5

http://www.infinitematrix.net/stories/swanwick/
sleep_of_reason_22.html
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The Beer Of Eternity - Michael Swanwick

Good with the dodgy.

3 out of 5

http://www.infinitematrix.net/stories/swanwick/
sleep_of_reason_21.html
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Save the Dragons 16 - Dave Freer

"The trigger-happy policeman found himself with his wrist pinned to a
no-parking sign by a skillfully wielded rapier. "Squigs tells me that you
are supposed to be officers of the law. I am Lord Ashill, and a justice of
the peace. I am accustomed to being treated with respect by people of
your order. Now, I suggest you go away and leave us to our legitimate
business."

The third cop had advanced, pointing a wary gun at the evil looking 3'6"
fellow, who beckoned to him. The poor man was foolish enough to bend
down."

3.5 out of 5

http://www.savethedragons.nu/chapter16.html
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Save the Dragons 15 - Dave Freer

"With Korg watching him expectantly, Squigs sacrificed his arteries on
the altar of friendship. "How'd you like it?" said the dwarf, when Squigs
arrived at the inch-thick sediment at the bottom.

"Er it's, um, it's . . . it's . . . quite strong," he replied.

"Huh! You should try pygmy coffee," said Korg. "The stuff they drink
stunts your growth. Now, are you properly awake, or do you need
another cup?" Korg gestured at the battered cast-iron coffee-pot.

"I'm awake! I'm awake!" Another cup like that and he would have to
prop his eyelids closed with match-sticks for the next two weeks when
he wanted to sleep.

"And the great brain?" inquired Korg with suspicion-causing solicitude.
"Did you explode all of it yesterday, or is it still under the weather from
last night? Can we ask you for advice without the springs popping out of
your ears?""

3.5 out of 5

http://www.savethedragons.nu/chapter15.html
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E-Finds

Bookshelf feature at Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is in my opinion one of the best sites to ever come to
the internet. Committed to getting as much of the world's available
public domain literature on-line for free, easy access in formats even the
dumbest computer can manage? I'm there! But with a project as vast as
this one comes the issue: how to find the good stuff? Easy enough if
you're looking for something in particular and can use the search feature.
But what about if you just want to browse?

Enter the Bookshelf, a new-ish browsing tool I hadn't much used until
my sudden interest in periodicals had me scouring the depths of PG
once again. I find I get cleaner files if I run the conversion myself on
HTML files, especially where graphics are concerned as with the
periodicals, so I was returning to PG again to dig up some source files.

I was in luck! There was a special bookshelf for periodicals that listed
every title available. I didn't need to wade through every issue of every
title. I could just see what there was, then click on any entry for a list of
issues available. The ones published in volumes as opposed to issues
were even grouped by volume so you could see at once which were the
complete sets!

Other bookshelf lists are grouped thematically. Canada has a list of
books about Canada, grouped into categories like history and biography.
Other countries are available too. Detectives has a range of detective
fiction, grouped by author and sorted by author's year of birth.
Archaeology is sorted by the continent each work is discussing.

There are probably not 100% comprehensive lists. Are there detective
stories in PG's vast archives which are not listed, yet or at all, in the
bookshelf. Undoubtedly. Are there groups of works which lend
themselves to the Bookshelf treatment but haven't had it yet? Probably.
But if you just want to browse, the Bookshelf is certainly a better bet than
browsing through every title in PG, one by one. And you are sure to find
some suitable content, no matter what you're looking for.
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Here are some bookshelf categories which intrigue me particularly:
• African American Writers
• American Bestsellers, 1900-1922
• Biographies
• Children's Book Series
• Fantasy
• French Poetry
• Harvard Classics
• Humor
• Language Education
• Movie Books
• Science Fiction
• Short Stories
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Magazines at Project Gutenberg

As I was pondering whether or not to renew my subscription to
Asimov's at Fictionwise next year, I wandered over to my Yahoo RSS
feed and saw a new upload of Strand Magazine at Project Gutenberg.
The Strand, among its other achievements, was the publisher of Conan
Doyle's Sherlock Holmes stories, and it occured to me that those who
like such things would very likely find other gems in these old
periodicals. Magazines tend to publish fiction thematically; if you like
one of their staples, the others are likely to be in a similar style and feel.
So it can be a great way to discover new authors and great new stories.

I'm thinking of picking a year and seeing how I do with a Gutenberg
'subscription.' Perhaps I could do it as a book club with my readers here.
Every month, I'll post the issue corresponding to the year in question,
and we can read the magazine together and discuss it collectively,
perhaps in a Yahoo Group or smaller such venue. So, faithful readers,
anyone interested? I am thinking of starting with Atlantic Monthly
magazine, as there are several consecutive complete years available
beginning in 1859. Comment or message me if you think this might be a
fun year-long venture. I can set up a Yahoo Group if there is interest.
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REVIEW: Taylor Madison series by Elizabeth Dearl

This is a mystery series, available at Fictionwise in multiformat. The
main character is a suspense novelist who, in Book 1, returns to her late
mother's country hometown to uncover the mystery of her paternity. As
is wont to happen in books like these, she stays.

Taylor is an appealing character and the books were well-written. I liked
the romance between her and the male lead, and the small country
hometown was well-drawn and engaging. Book 1 and Book 3 were the
best of the bunch. Book 2 had too many characters who seemed to be
basing their grudges and behaviours on misinformation they could have
clarified with one conversation. It was just too depressing for me---there
were decade-long grudges based on 'I thought you said/did such and
such!' 'But I didn't!' 'Oh, okay then, problem solved.' Ugh.

Book 2 was entirely forgettable, but I liked the other ones. If I were doing
it again though, I'd stick with book 1 as a stand-alone. The mystery in
Book 3 was short and easily solveable, and Book 2 was, as I said,
depressing. Still, not bad for an indie read.
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REVIEW: The Royal Pains Series by Roberta Olsen Major

This intriguing YA series was one of my recent Fictionwise finds. There
are eight short nevels set in the same imaginary universe; occasionally,
places or personalities from a previous story find their way into one of
the sequels, but the eight stories pretty much stand alone. These are
billed as 'fairy tales with attitude' and for the most part, this is true. The
women, most of whom are princesses, have snark and attitude. Olsen
writes this sort of character well. The off-note for me was that the series
seems to alternate between kick-ass princess stories and somewhat
gloomy quest epics, the latter of which are less fun and less successfully
pulled off. The stories are:

• Book 1: The Prince in the Flower Bed. An entertaining start to a
promising series. This is one that made a lot more sense after I had
read the other ones and had a better sense of the mythology (and
geography) of the world this series is set within.

• Book 2: The Seventh Dwarf. Dwarves play a huge role in the
underlying mythos that runs this world. Also, many characters
from this story reappear elsewhere, so don't miss this one if you
plan to read any of the others. As for the story itself, it was a better
one, so go for it!

• Book 3: The Good Knight Kiss. A somewhat frothy love story with
a spunky princess and several archetypal foils to set her up
against. Not much else going on, though. This one was about as
straight-forward as they come.

• Book 4: The Bottle of Djinn. A gloomy 'quest epic' involving the
daughter of a royal concubine. She gets a good ending, as most
princesses do. But not before she suffers and suffers and suffers
some more...

• Book 5: The Ice Cream Crone. I liked the men in this one. The
princess, I could take or leave. Good use of setting, though, and an
interesting mood that offered something different from the other
stories.

• Book 6: The Knave of Diamonds. I liked this one a lot. The girl had
moxie, the prince wasn't boring, and I found myself rooting much
harder than I ought to be for twue wuv to prevail...

• Book 7: The 24-Karat King. Another 'gloomy quest epic' story, and
one with an abrupt, inconclusive ending to boot. Nice as it was to
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have some closure on bit player from a previous story, this was
not my favourite.

• Book 8: The Bad Heir Day. This was a great conclusion (for now?)
to the series. A lot is revealed about the central mythos this little
universe runs on, and it brings several plot arcs from previous
volumes together in an intriguing way. It's definitely more fun if
you;ve read all the other ones, though...

Overall, I found the series an entertaining read and liked the way the
different stories interconnected. I do feel there was some wandering,
though. Most of the stories were playful and fun, but a few were really
harsh and gloomy, and I don't think they fit together as well with the
other ones. Book 4, Book 5 and Book 7 could easily be done without.

I would say they are a good read if you like this kind of story, and if you
can pick up the whole series at a good price, go for it. I bought book 1
only at first, then when I had a chance to 'complete the series' in a
Fictionwise sale, I did so. I would not have paid full price for them,
though.
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VIDEO: Canadian Network Television

Back after a break for moving, school starting and getting back into my
routine! More book stuff coming soon, but in my quest to unearth media
gems of all kinds, here is a video post for today! Americans can bask in
the bounty that is Hulu, but Canadians are, as usual, on their own. You
cna find a lot of the same content, legitimately, but there's no one-stop
shopping for us Canucks; you have to go looking for it! So, which shows
can we watch, in glorious full-episode streaming, and where? This is not
a complete list, but it covers the major network shows I personally
watch, and some fun extras I catch when I'm in the mood. Enjoy the
show, fellow Canadians!

1) My Weekly Hits

Biggest Loser (City)
Bones (Global)
Classics (Global)
Dollhouse (Global)
Flash Forward (CTV)
Glee (Global)
Grey's Anatomy (CTV)
The Good Wife (Global)
NCIS/NCIS LA (Global)
Til Debt do us Part (Slice)
The Vampire Diaries (CTV)
Weeds (Showcase)

2) Other Fun Shows

Chef School (Food Network)
TV Classics (Global)
Eat, Shrink & Be Merry (Food Network)
The F Word (Food Network)
Fresh with Anna Olsen (Food Network)
Hell's Kitchen (Food Network)
Home Heist (HGTV)
How It's Made (CTV)
Mad Men S1/S2 (CTV)
Property Virgins (HGTV)
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Restaurant Makeover (Food Network)
X-Weighted (Slice)

3) Television on YouTube

List of Shows*

4) Video at Internet Archive

Classic Television
Classic Movies

* Some will work in Canada as is; some will work in Canada with some
'fiddling' :)
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ARTICLE: How this e-book fan buys

After a spate pf recent 'Kindle-only' self-publishers turned up on Mobile
Read, to my frustration (Kindle books are not available outside the USA)
I put together an article for Teleread on how THIS avid reader makes
their purchasing decisions. Where do I look first, and why are they my
number one pick? What sorts of sites do I avoid and why? What is the
number one deal-breaker for me when considering whether to purchase
an ebook or not? Article here.
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MISC: Summer Reading Challenge, Books 21-27

A week or so down due to a move (my new internet access took awhile
to get set up!) but back in business with six more books...

Witness Protection by Atk Butterfly (Fictionwise Multi)

A not-bad little sci-fi story about people who can 'phase' into another
dimension where they can observe this one without being harmed.
They've set up a crime-fighting organization where they observe crimes-
in-progress and testify to jail the perpetrators. At the beginning of the
story, an 'off-grid' non-agency phaser kills one of their group, and they
try to stop him from his dangerous games and bring him to justice.

Battle of Betazed by Susan Kearny et al (Fictionwise Secure)

I bought a slew of Star Trek novels in a 'complete the series' promotion at
Fictionwise where books in series from which I had already purchased a
volume were offered to me at a discount. Troi was always one of my
favourites, and this story is about her and her activities during the
'Dominion War' to recapture her home planet (there was a throwaway
line in a series episode about Betazed being captured). I enjoyed it. This
is one of the few series where I enjoy seeing the more mature,
experienced crew. Older, wiser characters often get stale (see: Kellerman,
Cornwell) but the Star Trek people get more interesting.

Time and Again by Nancy Fraser (Fictionwise Multi)

This was dreadful. Too many unexplained implausibilities for my liking!
It was a fairly standard time travel story, but I never did figure out a)
how they managed to feed and manufacture for a high-tech post-
apocalypse society when the entire habitable world was reduced to what
was essentially a portion of mid-town Manhattan and b) why the two
main characters, who were a cop and a newspaper reporter, did not
question this more.

The Seventh Dwarf by Roberta Olsen Major (Fictionwise Multi)

A cute little YA story. I read a previous volume in the series, which
featured different characters but the same general fairy tale theme. I
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think I liked this one better. I enjoyed the plucky heroine telling off the
brainless prince, but I am a sucker for that kind of thing...

The Children of Hamlin by Carmen Carter (Fictionwise Secure)

Another Trek novel. I remember reading whole bunches of these as a
child, and this was a nostalgia re-read.

Even Dead Men Play Chess by Michael Weitz (Fictionwise Multi)

A fairly straightforward mystery novel. The main character is a chess
teacher, and one of his students dies mysteriously. Nothing earth-
shatteringly original here, but not a bad read either.

My Sister the Ghost by Linda Joy Singleton (Fictionwise Multi)

A YA novel with a clever premise (deceased twin sister of main character
returns in ghost form to help family and cause mischief) but it needed to
be about a hundred pages longer. It just felt too rushed to me. For
example, the ghost sister declares two other characters should fall in
love, they meet several pages later, and while one of them is a tougher
sell, the other immediately declares his undying passion. Ummm...no.
Pass on this one. Good premise, only so-so implementation.
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MISC: My Ultimate E-Book Index

I've added rating tags to my Delicious Bookmarks! This makes it easier
than ever to browse my dynamically updating tally of books I've read.
You can browse by type of book, rating, or any combination of the two.
For example, you can look at only the free books, or narrow it down
further to only the favourite free books. You can also stats on how many
books I have read on my Sony versus my iPod Touch.

For your convenience, I am listing all the browsing options below.
Bookmark this post, and use it as your launchpad every time you want
to check out my latest reads. The lists auto-update each time I add a new
bookmark!

1) By Rating
• All books rated Favourite
• All books rated Great
• All books rated Good
• All books rated Fair
• All books rated Poor

2) By Category/By Category AND Rating

FREE BOOKS
• All free books
• All free books rated Favourite
• All free books rated Great
• All free books rated Good
• All free books rated Fair
• All free books rated Poor

PURCHASED MULTIFORMAT BOOKS
• All purchased multiformat books
• All purchased multiformat books rated Favourite
• All purchased multiformat books rated Great
• All purchased multiformat books rated Good
• All purchased multiformat books rated Fair
• All purchased multiformat books rated Poor

PURCHASED SECURE BOOKS
• All purchased secure books
• All purchased secure books rated Favourite
• All purchased secure books rated Great
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• All purchased secure books rated Good
• All purchased secure books rated Fair
• All purchased secure books rated Poor

Bonus 1: My documents on Scribd
Bonus 2: My articles for Teleread
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MISC: Summer Reading Challenge, Books 15-20

Just finished Book #20. The latest:

Crux by Moira Rogers (Fictionwise Multi)

This book reminded me a lot of Kelley Armstrong's Women of the
Underword series, and it's labelled 'Southern Arcana Book 1' which
suggests there will be more. This is good news. It was a pretty decent
suspense tale about a woman who discovers she is a shape-shifter and
then gets chased by the bad guys. As is typical in these sorts of books,
the two romantic leads realize their Twue Wuv almost immediately
upon meeting, and the 'romance' proceeds rather swiftly. But for a genre
paranormal romance, this wasn't bad (and in multiformat!), and I would
definitely check out any Part 2 should one become available.

Are You There, G-d? It's Me, Margaret by Judy Blume (Scanned Book)
The Beach by Alex Garland (Scanned Book)

Both of these were scanned by a friend from books I own print copies of.
I read them on the Sony, bookmarked any errors and went back and
corrected them later for posterity. I don't prefer scanned books---they are
a ton of work, and I would rather pay the $5 or whatever for a legit
version---but when the author does not make a legitimate e-version
available, and it's a work I really want in e-format, I'll do the work.

The Prince in the Flower Bed by Roberta Olsen Major (Fictionwise Multi)

A fun little YA fantasy. I didn't love it enough to buy her other books,
but it wasn't terrible. A talking bear seeks the help of a sorceress and her
twin daughters in turning back into a prince. There is some romance, of
the unconventional sort, and a lead who has spunk. I would definitely
give this book to any suitably aged girls in my life.

Mindwar by Darrell Bain (Fictionwise Multi)

I keep reading these because they are short and that fits my summer job/
summer course/moving house timeframe right now. This was okay. A
fun read, but not great literature for the ages. As seems usual for Bain,
the lead characters are attractive, middle-class wealthy and seemt o have
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no problems at all in their lives other than the sci-fi one which occupies
the novel. I wish Bain would diversify his lead characters a little; he
writes good plot. But all of his main characters seem pretty
interchangeable to me.
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MISC: Summer Reading Challenge, Books 13-15

More news on the Summer Reading Challenge. Just finished #15, a
classic after a few days of complete genre reading. The latest books:

The Accidental Time Machine by Joe Haldeman (Fictionwise Secure)

A clever and engaging little sci-fi yarn about a physics student who
accidentally discovers a time machine. I liked the ending---it was
appropriate, and a little unexpected. It was a good length, too. I enjoyed
it, but when it ended, I was ready.

Alien Infection by Darrell Bain (Fictionwise Multi)

Bain has some engaging plots, and this one was no exception. But I am
finding a certain homogeneity among his lead characters, and I am not
sure it's one I particularly care for. Fiction, even genre fiction, has more
than its share of middle-class, sex-crazed pretty boys. Scalzi did the 'old
man made young again' better in Old Man's War. This was okay, and I'l
read the others of his that I got in this bundle. But I'm not sure this goes
on my recommended list.

The Valley of Fear by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (MobileRead Free)

Loved it! Doyle is one of those authors I have read in bits and pieces over
the years (I have fond memories of my father reading the Holmes stories
to me when I was young) but I was never sure which of the stories I'd
read and which I had missed, so and when I saw a lovingly formatted
anthology of ALL the Holmes books on MobileRead, I was eager to read
them in order, all the way through. It was a bit of slow going getting
through the novels; I was eager to read the short stories, but I didn't
want to skip ahead! This was the last of the novels, and after 'A Study in
Scarlet,' the best. Doyle does seem to have had a fixation on secret
societies! But Holmes' wit was very much on parade in this one, and I
enjoyed that. I recommend this one.
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MISC: Summer Reading Challenge Update

It is my goal to read 50 ebooks this summer. I just finished #12 and
thought it was time for an update. Here's what I've read so far. For each
book, I am including the source (Fictionwise, MobileRead etc.) and
whether it was secure (eReader DRMd), Multi (Fictionwise multiformat
unencumbered and available for download at will in numerous formats)
or Free (public domain text available freely on-line). I am also including
a capsule review!

Tales of the Slayers Volume 1 by Various Authors (Fictionwise Secure)

This is a short story collection set in the Buffy The Vampire Slayer
universe. I enjoyed it. Some reviewers found it a little bleak, and like any
collection, some of the stories will be better than others. Overall though, I
was happy.

The Sex Gates by Darrell Bain & Jeanine Berry (Fictionwise Multi)
Master of the Sex Gates Darrell Bain & Jeanine Berry (Fictionwise Multi)
Worlds of the Sex Gates Darrell Bain & Jeanine Berry (Fictionwise Multi)

The first in the series was a clever sci-fi yarn about mysterious gates that
change people's gender when they go through. Then the characters
became bland and the story degenerated into a series of tame action
sequences featuring government agents up to nefarious doings,
interspersed with episodes of porn. Meh.

Mistress of the Art of Death by Ariana Franklin (Fictionwise Secure)

Loved it. LOVED it! A sort of Kathy Reichs/Patricia Cornwell type of
thing set in 12th century Cambridge. I have heard the sequels are less
stunning.

Flowers for Elvis by Julia Shuster (Fictionwise Multi)

This one surprised me. There were some religious undertones which I
was meh on, and some of the motivations for the characters came out of
nowhere (for example the hatred the narrator seems to have for a certain
other main character right from the moment of their first meeting). But
there were some interesting things in this book that stayed on my mind
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for a few days after. I could see myself re-reading this one.

Dark Places by Gillian Flynn (Fictionwise Secure)
Sharp Objects by Gillian Flynn (Fictionwise Secure)

More detailed review here. Loved Dark Places, but found Sharp Objects
much more gloomy and grim. If I had read it first (it's the older of the
two) I would not have explored the newer one.

Stand by for Mars! by Carey Rockwell (MobileRead Free)

A fun pulp YA freebie. Enjoyed it. and will probably read the others. But
it's in some ways a product of its time, and most of the characters are
pretty standard archetypes for this sort of thing. Still, if you are in the
mood for goold old-fashioned pulp sci-fi, it's a fun, readable little series.

Bones by Jonathan Kellerman (Fictionwise Secure)

Read his last one from Fictionwise and hated it; got this one practially
free in a massive sale and liked it much better. A great little mystery.
Nothing I haven't seen before, mind you. But a good old reliable crime
page-turner, and nice to see the main characters back to form (and Alex
using his shrink skills!) again after the last disappointing outing in this
long-running series.

The Box by Mary Frances (Fictionwise Multi)

The first in a trilogy about a psychic. The main 'crime' she is obsessed
with is kind of dull. It's left fairly vague, impersonal and is resolved out
of nowhere. The book could have used an editor; there were some
clunky transitions and the author seems to have a comma usage
problem. But I did enjoy the psychic character. She was well-drawn and
interesting and I would read more.

Decked by Carol Higgins Clark (Fictionwise Secure)

Another 'first in a series' book. Somewhat shoddily formatted once I
liberated it from the DRM, but nothing deadly. The heroine was
appealing, and her foil for this outing, Lady Exner, was well-drawn,
sympathetic and thoroughly amusing. But the mystery was, as in the
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novel mentioned above, kind of generic and most of the characters were
fairly archetypal. I would read more, if I could get them on sale, but I am
not sure these are worth what Fictionwise is charging at non-sale price.
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REVIEW: Books by Gillian Flynn

Sharp Objects by Gillian Flynn
Dark Places by Gillian Flynn
Available in print and in e-book
I got mine at Fictionwise

Dark Places is entertainment journalist Gillian Flynn's second novel, and
it's the one I read first. I bought Sharp Objects on the high of loving this
later work, and found the earlier novel to be a disappointment; had I
read them in publication order, I never would have made it to book two.

Both books feature a central character dealing in adulthood with the
fallout from a shattered childhood. Dark Places has Lily, the sole
survivor of a family massacre with left her mother and sisters dead and
her older brother jailed for the killings. Sharp Objects has Camille, with
an unloving, unloveable mother and a dead sister. Both stories explored
the post-traumatic issues of dealing with such a life, and both also
explored these broken adults attempts to reconnect with parents or
siblings who were virtual strangers.

But Dark Places was a much more sympathetic book. Part of it was the
use of more than one viewpoint, which let us be with other characters for
awhile. The novel flashes back and forth between the present day and
the fateful day where Lily's family was killed, showing us the final
movements of her mother, her brother and several other characters. It's a
more well-rounded story. And the characters are basically sympathetic---
flawed people, but nice, or nice enough to not deserve what happens to
them.

Sharp Objects does not have this balance. We pretty much get just the
one character, and the supporting cast is none the better. Bleak, bitter,
unsympathetic women. Pre-teen 'mean girls' with no redeeming traits at
all. Men who are either spineless doormats or manipulative cads. The
whole book was just one miserable person abusing another until it ends.
What little growth our sole viewpoint character goes through consists of
searching for the sparks of humanity in the people around her and
utterly failing to find them.
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Flynn is a great writer and both books have their share of clever phrases
and nicely done description. But for me, Sharp Objects was just too grim
and the characters too one-dimensional and unsympathetic. And if I read
it first, I am not sure I would have chosen to read the newer one. It gets a
no from me. But Dark Places was brilliant and it stayed in my mind for
days after. I would give it a firm recommendation.
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ADMIN: A Note About Sources

This is a quick editorial note to say that I've been finding huge variances
in ebook prices depending on the source, so I have decided to stop
quoting prices and linking to store when I post here. I'll specify whether
a book is e-book only or whether it's available in print too, you can
search your favourite stores accordingly. I buy most of my print books
from Amazon and most of my e-books from Fictionwise, but eReader
(for its $9.99 new releases and no books over $12.95 policy) and Books on
Board (for its daily deal specials) are increasingly catching my eye, and
for a few recent buys, I have been doing more comparison shopping than
I have before!

As for the freebies (always indicated by a 'free' tag for easy searching)
my hierarchy is: Mobile Read for nicely formatted LRF files; Feedbooks
for crisp, Sony-sized PDFs if Mobile Read hasn't got it, Manybooks if I
can't find it elsewhere and, in a pinch, Project Gutenberg. I'll indicate
where I got it from in the review if it's relevant.
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APPS: My Favourite Health/Wellness iPod Touch/iPhone
Apps

In my quest for all cool things digital, I have been enjoying my iPod
Touch. I bought it because I wanted to consolidate my gadgets a little
and have less to carry around with me. I figured it would replace the
combination of eBookwise/Nintendo DS/iPod Nano/PDA and for the
most part, it has. I did pick up the Sony Reader when I found that the
smaller screen on the Touch was not suitable for reading while on the
treadmill. I read enough that it was worth it, and it's lighter than the
eBookwise. Most days, I carry the Sony and the Touch. But even then, I
find I get so much use out of the Touch that it's been a great benefit to me
(I can watch video, play music, read off-line webpages, keep track of my
budget, my calendar, phone book, photos and countless other things)
and use apps (which at their most expensive---and I mean full ports of
$40 DS games kind of expensive---are about $10 with the vast majority
being in the free-$1.99 range) to do all sorts of things. A growing
category of app for me are health and wellness apps. Here are some of
my favourites:

• Easy Relax: Pick a soothing soundtrack, adjust the timer for how
long you want to 'relax' for, then close your eyes and breathe. Om.

• Workouts: By far the best exercise tracker for those who use
videos like I do. You can easuly customize your own categories
and add workouts to your daily calendar.

• iTreadmill: Lets you take the treadmill trackers (distance, steps,
calories etc) on the go anywhere you walk. Also has a pacer to
help you keep to a speed target.

• Interval Timer: A simple but dead handy little timer for those who
do circuit and interval work. Just set the duration for each
interval/rest, and it will count down and beep for you.

• iLogit: A tracker which lets you keep a tally of daily/weekly
'points' for any goal which uses such a system (e.g. Weight
Watchers). I don't use this now, but did when I followed WW.

• Streaks: Set a goal, then click each day to give yourself a
checkmark for completing it. Try to keep the 'streak' going for as
many days as you can.

• True Weight: This weight tracker attempts to average your daily
weight fluctuations to give you a truer sense of how much weight
you gain or lose each week. Just started using it...
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• Fitdeck Bodyweight: A virtual flashcard deck. Tell it how many
cards you want and it randomly creates a workout for you,
complete with built-in timer to help you do each one.

• Lose It: The quickest and easiest to use of the food trackers, and no
net connection needed. I quickly inputted calorie counts for foods
I often eat, and it's been easy to track with it.
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NEWS: Summer Reading Challenge!

I am taking a course and working full-time at a summer camp, so of
course, I thought 'why not read 50 books this summer?' :) That's the
temptation of e-reading, so many cool free ones and/or on sale bargain
buys come up that you download 'for later' and you can't see them
sitting there on the shelf mocking you with their vastness, so you forget
you have so many still to read and accumulate an embarrassing backlog.

I'm 5 in already. Devoured so far:
• A television tie-in novel I am too embarassed to name
• A genre romance I am too embarrassed to name
• A young adult pulp classic which all all sorts of fun
• A hyped new release that was well-done, if a little on the intense

side
• A historical fiction novel best described as 'CSI, 12th Century

England-Style'
I'll post more detailed reviews of the latter three over the coming week,
and keep you posted on what else I read this summer!
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BOOK: The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupery

This French classic by Antoine de Saint-Exupery is available for free on
the Mobile Read community in a gorgeous illustrated version. I
downloaded the LRF (Sony) file, and it looked absolutely beautiful. And
it was such a charming story. A pilot crashes in the desert, where he
meets the little prince who comes from a faraway place...

This is a staple of high school French in my parts, and now that I have
read the English, I plan to hunt up the French version. I think it is
deserving of its status as a 'classic' and as it's free, and a short read at
that, there are no excuses.

• Format for Sony Reader (LRF)
• Format for eBookwise (IMP)
• Format for other readers (MOBI)
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ARTICLE: Five-Year-Old vs Sony

My latest article at Teleread is all about sharing my Sony Reader with
some small children I know. They had no difficulty grasping the concept
of an ebook reader, the potential benefits of it (i.e. being able to carry
around lots of books with you) and the basic operation of the reader
(choosing a book, turning the pages etc.) But there were some issues that
came up which I would not have thought of if I hadn't seen it in action.
For example, there were issues involving the tendency of younger
children to follow along with their finger as they read. The little one in
my article kept reaching ot with her finger to point at the words, and
aside from the annoyance factor of having her smudge up my pretty
screen, this could present a real problem if you let a child use a
touchscreen-based device. They might accidentally turn the pages---or
exit the book altogether---every time they try and point at the words.
Check out the full article; I have some other observations. I'm curious if
we'll ever get the point of cheap enough devices and plentiful enough
suitable content to have readers designed specifically for kids...
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Update

I have been sick for the past couple weeks. I'll be back this weekend with
a proper post.
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BOOK: Handle with Care by Jodi Picoult

Handle with Care by Jodi Picoult
Available in print at Amazon for $17.80
Available in e-formats at Fictionwise on sale for $9.95 (reg $27.95) or club
price $8.46 (reg $23.76)

I don't usually comment on price issues these days, but a word of
explanation is called for here before I start the review. This title is part of
the current Fictionwise New York Times best-sellers promo. No word on
how long that will last; but as you can see, it is a great bargain while it
can be had (and an absolute price gouge at full regular price). It was
worth the $8.46 I paid for it, but I certainly would not shell out $30 for
this, especially when Amazon's print price is so much lower.

So, the book. It's about a family whose child suffers from the illness
osteogenesis imperfecta, which means her bones break easily. The whole
family has been changed by caring for young Willow, and when an
opportunity arises to set up a fund for her future---via a controversial
'wrongful birth' lawsuit against the doctor-slash-best-friend of the main
character---the family sells their souls to do it. There are consequences, or
course, and the typical alternating chapters and courtroom dramas that
typify Picoult's work.

It's all fine. I was reasonably entertained and got caught up in the story.
But there is little respite from the bleakness here. It's grim, grim stuff.
And the ending was a real disappointment. Picoult seems to be splitting
her oeuvre among the 'sick child courtroom drama' and 'chicklit with
issues' genres, and I must admit, I do prefer the books in that category.

Were it not for the sale, this would definitely be a library read for me.

93

http://www.amazon.com/Handle-Care-Novel-Jodi-Picoult/dp/0743296419/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1239929594&sr=8-1
http://www.fictionwise.com/ebooks/eBook83256.htm


BOOK: And Then the Town Took Off by Richard Wilson

And Then the Town Took Off by Richard Wilson
Available in e-formats at Fictionwise for $4.99 (club price $4.24)
Not available at Amazon

This is an e-book reprint of on out of print pulp novel from the 1960s.
The small town of Superior just 'takes off' one day, and nobody is sure if
it's aliens, a conspiracy by a local crackpot faux-scientist, or something to
do with the bubblegum factory. Among those stranded on the flying city
are a Pentagon employee, the secretary to a cartoonish senator, and the
daughter of the crackpot scientist. There are some truly funny moments
here (the brief reign of a local monarch being one of the highlights) and
some dated 'product of its time' bits too (silly females, Russian
submarines, cold war shenanigans etc.) But on the whole, it's an
entertaining read. I wouldn't say it's a 'must-buy rush otu and do it now'
story, but it's definitely worth adding to your wish list for the next time it
goes on sale. I picked ip up for 30% off during a sci-fi promo and at that
price, did not regret my purchase.
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BOOK: Master Your Metabolism by Jillian Michaels
(Scoop!!!!)

Master Your Metabolism by Jillian Michaels
Available at Amazon for $17.16
Not available at Fictionwise

I normally don't review print-only books on this blog, but I managed to
get my hands on the new Jillian Michaels book two days early thanks to
a hole-in-the-wall store who does not always pay attention to release
dates, and I am just too excited. I adore Jillian Michaels, respect her work
and methods, see her as a role model and just in general think she is
kick-ass fabulous, so being the first out there in book-blogger land to get
this book, I had to write about it.

This is an interesting 'diet' book with a fresh approach and a lot of good
information. Jillian's pet topic in this volume is hormones, and her food
plan is all about re-balancing yours to boost your metabolism and boost
your health. Due to my food allergies, I am already avoiding some of the
'toxic' foods Jillian rails against in this book, so if you are a HFCS addict
(or someone who never paid much attention to it before) the program in
this book may be a harder adjustment for you than it will be for me. And
if you are vegetarian, or reluctant to spend the money on organic foods,
you won't find much sympathy (I have heard that Jillian has recently
become pescatarian, so I am surprised there was nothing in this book
about vegetarianism).

The crux of the book is a three-stage plan where you 1) reduce or
eliminate the the bad things 2) add in some good things and 3) tweak,
assess, and adjust your environment. While the 'menu' portion of the
book offers nothing different from other 'diet' books out there, the
sections leading up to it are packed with great information about
hormones in the body and which foods enhance/support them, how to
reduce toxins/pesticides/chemicals in both your food and your home,
special suggestions for people with PCOS, thyroid issues and other
hormone imbalances, and suggestions for ways to boost vitamins in your
diet using power foods.

I appreciated that Jillian at every point offered *food* suggestions---no
hormone therapy, no vitamin pills, just plain old food. And I thought it
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was really unique (and useful) to see suggestions on how to improve
your non-food environment (go green! wahoo!) I guess my one
disappointment---and I have had this same disappointment with every
'diet' book I have ever read---was that Jillian did not address at all the
topic of food allergies. Nobody does, so Jillian is certainly not unique in
dietbookland for failing to. But this is a growing problem, and as
someone who has several medically verified sensitivities, it is an issue
that has affected my diet. I find healthy fats an especially difficult
problem because I can't have tree nuts, flax or raw seeds related to the
birch family (e.g. pumpkin seed). I would have liked to see some
suggestions for snacks beyond the 'string cheese and fruit' or 'almonds
and an apple' that fill every diet book out there.

Overall---an impressive 'first diet book' from Jillian, with an entertaining,
conversational tone and solid info, with page upon page of references to
back it up, and sensible info on a myriad of ways to rebalance your body
and eat sensibly, healthfully, and in ways that support weight loss and
optimize fitness. Here's hoping for an equally well-done sequel
addressing the needs of vegetarians and perhaps including more menu
ideas and suggestions for substitutions for people with food allergies or
other sensitivities.
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BOOK: Wicked by Gregory Maguire

Wicked by Gregory Maguire
Available in print at Amazon for $7.99
Available in e-formats at Fictionwise for $10.75 (club price $9.14)

This book probably needs little introduction for most avid readers. based
on L. Frank Baum's classic Wizard of Oz series, it re-tells the story of Oz
from the point of view of Elphaba, the little green girl who grows up to
be the Wicked Witch of the West. Maguire draws on Baum's entire Oz
series in his world creation, not just the first volume most of us are
familiar with from the movie, and he creates a vividly drawn world as
riven by race and class issues as ours. Highlights of the story include
Nanny, a childhood nurse who appears later in the novel and offers
tantalizing glimpses of Elphaba's later childhood; her university
friendship with the high-born Galinda who becomes the good witch, and
her heartbreak in the Emerald City, which casts her once and for all into
the fringes.

Maguire shows a logical progression to Elphaba's actions, and she never
stops being a sympathetic character. I did find the novel fell apart a little
for me toward the end, when events in the book start to mirror events in
the movie. Maguire's Dorothy comes across as a bit of a Mary Sue, and
the reactions to her from several characters rang false. But the book was,
on the whole, a thoroughly enjoyabke one and I plowed throug it at
record speed. I have the two sequels on my reading list next; I hope they
are just as satisfying.

Fictionwise is advertising the ebook version as being 'packed with extras'
including a reading group guide which I believe is in the print version
too, and the original Wizard of Oz story on which this was based (and
which is in the public domain and hence available at many internet
freebie sites already). I like the concept of ebook extras and hope this
evolves over time to offer ereaders actual incentive to pay the
unreasonably high prices publishers seem to be demanding.
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BOOK: Philip K. Dick High by David Bischoff

Philip K. Dick High by David Bischoff
Available in e-formats at Fictionwise for $4.89 (club price $4.16)
Not available at Amazon

This is YA sci-fi at its most mediocre. The premise was intriguing, and
the sample chapter grabbed me. But the technobabble explanations for
what was going on never completely gelled, the male lead was an
arrogant and not very sympathetic jock, and the female lead had little to
do other than whimper and shout 'Quinn! Hold me!' whenever anything
got too dramatic or interesting. The book also had shoddy editing, with
one character getting a brief name change partway in, and an alien
character being referred to by inconsistent pronouns. Maybe if I were
more familiar with Philip K. Dick, to whom I assume this tale is an
homage, I would have enjoyed it more.
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MISC: My Sony Reader reviews

I got a Sony Reader last week, and have been greatly enjoying my
experience. I posted two reviews to Teleread:

• My initial review
• One week later

Enjoy!
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MISC: Keeping Track of my Growing Collection

I like to keep track of what ebooks I read and where I read them. Part of
this, to me, is having a sense of how much my habit is costing me. It
might seem like a lot to plunk down $200 and change for a Sony reader,
but if you use that reader to read 200 books, your cost per book is low---
$1 each if you read free ones from ManyBooks, Feedbooks or other
Creative Commons/public domain sources. Part of it is also just
knowing what's available to me in my little library---I usually delete
books I have read off of the reader, so if I am looking for a favourite to
read again, I like to still have a record of it available to me.

I was using Delicious to tag everything, but I was finding it cumbersome
to sort on the iPod Touch. So I put together a simple database in
HanDBase to give me better tracking options. It has text fields for title
and author, then pop-ups for source (Manybooks, Fictionwise etc), type
(free, secure format, multiformat) and device used to read it. I saved
some favourite searches, so at a glance I can see which books I have read
on each device, how many were bought, and how many were free. I do
still keep tags in Delicious, mostly for sharing purposes.

I use a database on Google Docs to track my cost per book. I keep a
running tally of amounts spent on both books and devices, then a tally of
ebooks, free books, other books and novel-length fanfiction. When I read
a new book, I just change the number in the relevant total and it
recalculates my cost per book accordingly. Currently, my cost per book
is $7.12---a total arrived at by adding everything spent, and dividing it
by everything read.

So, when I finish a new books, here's what I do:

1) Add it to the HanDBase database
2) Tag it in Delicious
3) Update the numbers on my Google Spreadsheet

This whole process takes less than two minutes, and allows me to keep
track of my growing (more than a hundred books!) e-library. Curious to
see what I've read so far? My Delicious tags will keep you updated.

• All purchased books I have read
• Purchased books which were multiformat
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• Free books I have read
• Which ones on the iPod Touch
• Which ones on the Sony Reader
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Teleread Comments

Comment on Readin’ on the Droid: Author Gwen Hayes
reviews Aldikio, WordPlayer, eReader and Shortcovers by
David Rothman

Appreciated the update, Gwen. Keep both Dear Author and us posted
on your progress with your new baby and the accompanying software!
Why are you using eReader the most? Because you haven’t any choice
but to use it to read DRMed books? Or for other reasons? Not surprised
by your use of the phone. Many people feel the same way, although I can
also understand those who stick to E Ink tablets. It’s a rather individual
thing.

Thanks,
David
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Comment on Readin’ on the Droid: Author Gwen Hayes
reviews Aldikio, WordPlayer, eReader and Shortcovers by
gwen hayes

Thanks for the link up. I’ve been using the eReader app the most. I’m
starting to enjoy reading on phone more than I thought.
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Comment on Ha, ha, ha, mine’s thinner than yours: Amazon
PR guy on the Kindle 2 vs. the Nook by Dan E. Bloom

David,
Carolyn Brown at PR dept corp comm of BN told me just now:

I asked Barnes & Noble’s PR dept corporate communications dept Ms
Carolyn Brown and she told me in no uncertain times that nook is
lowercased, always, except when it is the first word in sentence, of
course, and that it does not take a “the” before it.

She wrote to me when I asked whether USA newspapers and editors
and bloggers should cap or lowercase the first letter of the word “nook”
— and she replied:

“It is all lowercase nook and just nook….. not *the* nook.”
Now what? Awaiting your Orders, I Am, your humble iServant, dan

E. bLOOm
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Comment on telereaD editor goes into sTaTE of RebeLLiOn
by Dan E. Bloom

Well said, Paul. I am glad you didn’t put it all in capital letters,
because they it would sound like shouting. You said it best this way.
Let’s see if barnes and noble pr dept has any response? Carolyn Brow,
the corporate communications PR maven there, told me in email just
seconds ago in Internet time, when I asked her how I should type out the
word nook, lowercase or uppercase, and with a the before it or alone,
and she said:

“It is all lowercase nook and just nook not the nook.”
I think that settles it. Sort of. For now. My guess is that the NY Times

copydesk will continue to cap the word, as brad stone did the other day,
and my guess is also that the AP and UPI will also cap it, as will reuters
and afp and dpa and jta. cnn, too. BBC, too.

Yahoo! never made the ! stick, so maybe “nook” will never stick either.
I applaud creative naming and creative PR, but your post above says it
well and says it all. It should be copied all over the Internet and pasted
on every nook and cranny worldwide. Enough already! A rose is a rose
is a rose.
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Comment on Why Android phones will never really compete
with the iPhone or other phone platforms by kentsin

That is ok. Using a secondary storage complicate and slow down
everything.

It is just the implementation using a small storage. You should see 8G
or 16G devices if the market is there.

Same decision that Apple made. They even just give up secondary
storage completely.
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Comment on Ha, ha, ha, mine’s thinner than yours: Amazon
PR guy on the Kindle 2 vs. the Nook by Dan E. Bloom

i just heard back from ms brown at the b&n pr corp comm dept and
she told me:

“It is all lowercase nook and just nook not the nook.”
So from her mouth to God’s ear? I don’t know the solution, David

(and Paul and Brad Stone and NYTimes copydesk), but I wrote to the BN
PR people and they said

“It is all lowercase nook and just nook not the nook.”
So do we ignore them or do we pay attention? I am on their side. Of

course, I would be. I am always on the side of justice. But some might see
“nook” as a marketing gimmick, and an inconvenient one at that. So i see
both sides. Still, now armed with what Ms Brown at BN Central just told
me, i say: it should be lowercased and no “the” in front of it.

i mean, language can be flexible, thank God, and we all love language
here, and we do write iPhone and things like that, so why can’t we
respect nook the same way? I vote lowercase. I will tell brad stone and
jenny 8. lee and ashlee vance and john markoff and vindu goel and eric
taub at the times. and e.e. cummings, too, but some people say his name
was a ruse, too.
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Comment on Ha, ha, ha, mine’s thinner than yours: Amazon
PR guy on the Kindle 2 vs. the Nook by Dan E. Bloom

CC:
Dear B&N PR dept:

i am a reporter and editor in Taiwan. i need to find out the proper way
to spell
nook. is it uppercase or lowercase. the logo is “nook”, but all USA
newspapers and the blogs and the NYTimes call it the Nook. It should be
the ”nook”. The Taiwan
newspapers call it the ”nook”. so do I. I am an editor. What is the BN
response to this: should nook be CAPPED for first letter N or
lowercased, yes or no? please ASAP RSVp, danny bloom, in iTaiwan
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Comment on Ha, ha, ha, mine’s thinner than yours: Amazon
PR guy on the Kindle 2 vs. the Nook by Dan E. Bloom

Dear David,
I finally got off my tuches and wrote a letter to the customer service is
king department of barnes and noble and asked them which is the
proper way for newspapers and magazines and blogs and websites to
spell “nook” in English — lowercase “n” which is how the logo does it,
or uppercase “N” as virtually all newspapers and Brad Stone sensibly do
it. In all of the known universe, I am the only holdout, still holding out
for lowercase “nook”. But then again, I might be a “kook”. [SMILE.] I
wrote to the PR dept at BN and when they reply to me I will send you
their note, and then I will abide by whatever the BN PR dept says: to
Nook or not to nook, that is the Question. I agree with you for now. Go
with brad stone’s NYTimes copydesk stylebook standards section, so
Nook it is. But once i get a Reply from the pr Dept at B&n, will fwd to
You over There in iAmerica!

109

http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/Bhu_6vo1iVAvrqjC9pwiMFRiGgI/0/da
http://feedads.g.doubleclick.net/~a/Bhu_6vo1iVAvrqjC9pwiMFRiGgI/1/da


Comment on Pixel Qi vs. the Kindle: Which is the better
display for YOUR e-booking? by Bill Janssen

David, I saw the Pixel Qi screen in person in October, and it looked
pretty darn good.
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Comment on Pixel Qi vs. the Kindle: Which is the better
display for YOUR e-booking? by Bill Janssen

David, I saw the Pixel Qi screen in person in October, and it looked
pretty darn good.
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Comment on Why Android phones will never really compete
with the iPhone or other phone platforms by Steve Jordan

@Jon: Who controls the store? If there is no e-book app available, can a
third party create one and get it into the store? As simple as that sounds,
there are other online stores that won’t provide that… you are stuck with
what they decide to give you. If Android is open to third-party apps,
good for them.
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Comment on Pixel Qi vs. the Kindle: Which is the better
display for YOUR e-booking? by David Rothman

Amen about the column issue, Dan! E Ink machines, too, not just Pixel
Qi, can display multiple columns (and good on the Times for caring
about this!). But Pixel Qi right now can do a lot more if you go by the
specs. I’ve asked to be put on the list to see the tech in person, although I
may already have come close as the past owner of an OLPC laptop.
Thanks. David
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Comment on Do you read the snailpapers or do you do most
of your news reading online now? by Dan E. Bloom

Chris, and everyone else above, good comments all. Chris, actually, I
did not coin the term. I did not unilaterally coin it at all. If you search
online, as I did before I got into this research for a term for print
newspapers, you will see that several references refer to snail-papers
long before I spotted the word. All i did was spot the word, three times
at least, and then i said, hey, that’s an interesting word, let’s see what
other people think. So far the jury is still out, WAY OUT, and I doubt
snailpapers will ever become as popular as snailmail, which was coined
in 1981 by one man, Jim Rutt, as you might know if you Wiki search it.
But I did not coin snailpapers, as an editor with an editor’s eyeshade, i
spotted the word already in use by others online, and thought it might
be both useful (maybe) and humorous (maybe).

Let’s see how it plays out. As Steve says WEB and NEWS are fine
words. We don’t a new word like snailpapers, but then again, we never
needed snail-mail as a new word either. Time will tell. One man told me
today he does not like snailpaper as a new term for print newspapers,
mostly because he HATes the word snailmail and never uses that term.

So just to remind you Chris, I did not coin the word. I just spotted it.
That’s what editors do. They spot things. I don’t see dead people, as the
kid in the 6th Sense said. I see new possibilities. Some work out, most
don’t. My batting average is 1 out of 100. 99 of my ideas never pan out.
every once in a blue moon, one works.
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Comment on Do you read the snailpapers or do you do most
of your news reading online now? by Brad Vertrees

I get all my news online now (cnn.com, NYT.com, etc). I can’t
remember the last time I read a print newspaper. In fact, when I happen
to see a paper at the store, I have already read most of the stories on the
front page the day before! My local bookstore hardly sells any daily
papers anymore and sends most of them back.

Since getting my 2G iPhone I check the news throughout the day. Very
handy when there is a big breaking news story.

Print papers are dead!
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Comment on Pixel Qi vs. the Kindle: Which is the better
display for YOUR e-booking? by Dan E. Bloom

david, what i like about the photo of the Pixel Q, which by the way,
also has big office in Taipei, I know John, her husband, is the 3-column
format. What i really wish the Internet would do is give us readable
pages that were in 3 column or 4 column formats like newspapers and
magazines do. Bill Hill, former Microsoft guru now surfing in Hawaii
forever, has said that 16 years ago the internet took a wrong turn by
giving us scolling pagaination, long huge screens with WIDE WIDE
margins, so there are about 40 words to a line, much too long for the
human eye, and a 3 column format, with 10 words to a line, is what the
human eye likes. i hope PIXEL Q does this. Bill Hill says the Internet
masters took a wrong turn 16 years ago, but it can still be fixed. He is
working on it, too. Long live the 3 column, and 4 column format….that is
what READING should be.
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