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Chapter 1

They Watch You Fuck
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| tried to call you before, but I lost my nerve.
| tried my imagination, but | was disturbed.
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| am having that dream again.

| sit in a crowdedmovietheater.On my right is an emptyseat.To my left, a
womansits besideme. | think that | followedher into the theaterbecausehe
lookedfamiliar, like my old girlfriend from high schoolbut now | canseethat
she'snot whol thoughtshewas.Sherestsherheadon my shoulderandl sweep
away her purple hair from her forehead and give her a kiss.

| watchamanonthemoviescreerriding in acarasit drivesontoa smallair-
field in the middle of the night. Actually, | don't seethe man himself;| see
through his eyes.Theman on the the screens me;the mein the audiencdades
away, and | focus my concentration solely on the me on screen.

On screen] getout of the carand am greetedoy a short, baldingman carry-
ing a flashlight. He sayssomething,but | can't makeout his words over the
soundof the film projectorbehindme.| follow the manwith the flashlightinto
one of the airplane hangers. It is dark all around.

Thereis a singleplanein the hanger,a small private jet. Theforward hatchis
openandarolling staircaséhasbeemmovednto placel followthe othermanup
the stairs and into the plane.Inside,the beamlights up only small parts of the
crampedspacaandomly,the flashlightbouncingin the man's handashewalks
down the aisle toward the back.

He stopsat the endofthe cabinand pointsthelight at oneofthe seatsl move
closerto seewhat he'sshowingme.It is awoman.Sheis dirty anddisheveledb
clothestorn, greasyblackhair mattedto her facewith grime and sweat,large
purple bruises on the exposed flesh of her neck where she has been strangled.

| kneeldownand sweepawaya few strandsof hair to exposderface.l touch
my handto her cold skin, which feelsalmostunreal, like she'sa wax dummy.
Gently, tenderly,l run my fingersdownalongher lifelesscheekl knowher, but
the me sitting in the theater can't quite place how or where from.

On screen,the man with the flashlight tells me, "Look in her hand." He
moveshe beamdownsol canseeherclenchedist. | forcehergrip openandsee
she'sholding a necklacevith alarge,brilliant ruby mountedon a pendant. flip
the pendantaround;thereis a symboletchedon its backb a globewith a crown
floating overit. | takethe necklacdrom the deadwoman'shandand stuff it in
my pocket.
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Backin the theater,| cough.Thewomanon my left shushesneangrily. The
me on the screenwhips his headaround and looksover his shoulder,pastthe
fourth wall andinto the audiencel canseehis face,and heisn't me.His deep
blueeyesarefilled with piercinganger,glaring at methroughthe darknesspro-
jected larger than life.

Theimageon the screerflickersand dissolvedriefly into static beforecutting
to a grainy, wide-angleshotof a room,the monochromeémagewashedn blue,
giving the impressionit is a feedfrom somekind of surveillancecamera.The
roomis smalland sparsely-furnisheavith only oneoccupant®a mansitting on
the edgeof a bed,his backturned to the cameraln the bottomright cornerofthe
screen are digitized numbers reading: 00033.

| turn to my left. Thewomanbesidane castsa disapprovinglookat meand
says,"You shouldn't behere."Her faceis coveredy a half-maskmadeof dark
gunmetal.l reachout to lift the mask,but whenl seeherface, realizeshe'snot
who | thought she was.

| turn to my right and seea mansitting in the previously-emptyseat,his face
coveredin a grotesqueblack maskpockedby red boils oozing puss. A long
crookedhoseprotrudesfrom his mask,and underneathhis lips part to reveala
mouthful of jagged yellow teeth jutting out from purple, bleeding gums.

Themanin the maskstartslaughingbatinny and mechanicalaugh, like the
sound of a clanky old film projector.
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This Machine Kills Yuppies
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Chapter 7

No One Wants to Toil in Obscurity
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Gallery of Locked Doors
Or, Bell Out of Order
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Chapter 1 O

Cautionary Tale
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Chapter 1 1

She's Not Who | Thought She Was
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Chapter 1 2

She Begged Me To
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Chapter 1 3

Throw Up, Jerk Off, and Go Fetal
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Chapter 1 4

Esoteric Psychological Warfare
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Chapter 1 6

Dirty Business
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Chapter 1 7
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Chapter 2 O

This Book Doesn't Make Any Sense
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