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___________________

This book is just
one man's view of the doctrines of Faith, Grace, and Works as he
has learned it; it is not to be considered a statement by the
church to which he belongs.


___________________

I am a Christian
and specifically a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. Much of this book will discuss Christian
doctrine from that point of vies and culture. Some things you may
not understand if you are not familiar with that church - but hey,
it will give you a chance to ask
questions.








Part 1

Introduction








 

Within arm’s reach of my computer keyboard is
an electronic musical keyboard. By moving one lever to the right I
can turn it into a chord organ - playing full chords with my left
hand just by touching one note. By pushing the ‘G’ key, for
instance, it plays all the notes of a ‘G’ chord. Meanwhile, I play
the melody with my other hand - the melody, coupled with the
chords, produces a beautiful sound.

When we first brought the keyboard home, I
always forgot to set the lever to play chords - suddenly my bass
was not the pleasing chords I enjoyed, but single notes that
sounded sad, lonely, and so very out of place. I had it displayed
to me day after day that one note alone does not make a
chord!

I have also realised that this same concept
applies to the preaching of gospel truths! The frailties of human
understanding, a lack of attentiveness to the Holy Ghost, and
sometimes just the thrill of argument often leads us to preach a
single truth regardless of how it fits with or even depends upon
another. Why do we so often play a single note when the beauty of a
full chord, or even a full keyboard, is waiting for our
touch?

Nowhere is this conflict more evident than in
the endless arguments on how God’s children are
saved:

“SAVED BY FAITH!” one
exclaims;

“BY GRACE!” contends
another;

“BY OUR WORKS!” insists a
third.

And each can prove their beliefs by the holy
scriptures; each can prove that their single note is somehow
superior to the others' single notes… but somehow they never think
that such notes belong in a chord.

This is the primary chord for our Hymn of
Salvation: Faith, Grace, and Works. The notes for this chord are to
be found in the scriptures and in the words of the modern prophets
and apostles, which I have endeavored to put in some sort of
logical order. You, the reader, must plead in prayer to have the
chord of this "Hymn of Salvation" resonate within yourself. Through
the whispering of the Holy Ghost - a note I have pleaded for
earnestly and have felt the influence of throughout my labours of
writing this book - such resonating is possible. Through these
whisperings of the Holy Ghost, all things can be confirmed to your
mind and heart.

Following discussion of this chord, we will
add more to this chord, briefly discussing three other ‘chords’ of
gospel principles that apply to our "Hymn of
Salvation".

There are those who will justifiably criticize
the amount of scripture-quoting done in this book. The purpose of
this book is not to teach my word or opinion, but to show that
these sacred truths are, in fact, taught in the scriptures. Through
relating personal experiences and stories and quoting modern men of
God, I have wanted only to expound upon the teachings already
contained in the scriptures. Therefore, whenever they were
sufficiently plain that I felt I could add nothing, I have allowed
them to speak for themselves, and I have added only what would be
expected from me as a writer.

The King James Version of the Holy Bible is my
primary biblical source - all biblical references are from it
unless otherwise noted. I have referred to other translations in
cases where I feel they shed additional light or render the
teachings in a way plainer than the King James Version. Also, any
reference to biblical footnotes is to the Latter-day Saint Edition
of the King James Version.

I am by no means a gospel scholar. But for
fifty years I have intently learned through Family Home Evening and
the many church classes - as well as during two years devoted to
serving God by teaching my Japanese brothers and sisters the
Gospel; and, most of the time, I have been the teacher in these
classes. Through it all, I have developed a deep and abiding love
and testimony for the Gospel, an intense passion for the Holy
Scriptures, and a reverence for the words of the modern prophets,
as well as the desire to share what little knowledge I have gained
with others. My prayer is that through this writing the reader
might better understand these principles - to see that they do not
stand alone as single notes, but they must be played together as a
beautiful chord to purify our souls and bring us into harmony with
our Heavenly Father’s great Plan of Salvation and
Exaltation.

I acknowledge gratefully the important
influences in my writing of this book:

My parents, John Harold and Betty Mae Forbes,
who taught their children the gospel. I pray that I may be half as
successful at teaching my children as they were with
us.

Daniel Lee Dedrickson, the bishop of my
teen-age years and a true scripture scholar, who instilled in me a
desire to know and feel the scriptures.








Part 2

Faith








Chapter 1
What is Faith?


Faith isn’t something you can touch; it isn’t
something you can reach out and hold in your hand. Faith isn’t
anything you can take out of a box and show to your friends or hang
on the wall like a plaque for all to admire. To top it all off, you
can’t even see faith. You can, however, see the fruits of having
faith.

Yes, you can have faith. In fact, you must
have faith!

"But without faith it is impossible to
please him… " (Hebrews
11:6)

And, you can feel faith. Faith is one of the
purest, most divine feelings we can possess - it’s that which leads
to all other feelings and conditions of goodness and divinity we
can experience. But, we often ask, how can we have or feel
something we cannot hold or see? Sometimes we experience things
such as happiness and love. But when asked to explain them, we are
very hard-pressed for words. We usually end up describing the
feelings or the outward signs associated with such things.
Happiness and love are, among other things, emotions, and we
usually happy if we can just barely describe them that far. But
more than that, these are also states of mind, and conditions of
self and the world around us.

Often, the closer we come to things of God the
harder it is to pin down a definite definition for things we cannot
see or touch - such things need to be felt and experienced. So it
is with faith.

Faith Is
Assurance

We have received, throughout scriptural
history, several definitions to help us find the gateway to the
path of faith. Moroni tells us that -

"… faith is things which are hoped for and
not seen… " (Ether
12:6)

The prophet Alma defined faith
similarly:

"… faith is not to have a perfect
knowledge of things; therefore if ye have faith ye hope for things
which are not seen, which are true."
(Alma 32:21)

Paul, the great missionary of the New
Testament, taught that -

"… faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen."
(Hebrews 11:1; See footnotes 1b and 1d in the LDS
King James Edition for alternate
translations.)

Paul’s definition takes on added meaning
through the works of additional
translators:

"To have faith is to be sure of the things
we hope for, to be certain of the things we cannot
see." (Good News
Bible) "Now faith is
being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not
see." (New
International Version)
"AND WHAT IS FAITH? Faith gives substance to
our hopes, and makes us certain of realities we do not
see." (New English
Bible) "Only faith can
guarantee the blessings that we hope for, or prove the existence of
the realities that at present remain
unseen." (The Jerusalem
Bible)

To gather all these clues together, then, we
might say that - Faith is not to have a perfect knowledge… Faith is
to hope for things we cannot see that are true. Faith is evidence,
or proof, of things we cannot see but are true. To simplify
further, we might say that faith is: a basis; foundation;
assurance; evidence; proof; hope.

The Prophet Joseph Smith taught a series of
“Lectures on Faith” that, until 1921, were bound with the Doctrine
and Covenants. In the first of these lectures, he defines faith as
-

"… the first principle in revealed religion,
and the foundation of all righteousness… ”
(Joseph Smith, LECTURES
ON FAITH (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1985) pg. 1. NOTE: The
'Lectures on Faith' were never presented to and accepted by the
body of the Church and therefore are not binding on the church as
scripture. Because of this, they were deleted from the Doctrine and
Covenants at a time that all non-doctrinal items were dropped from
that volume. They are, however, widely available elsewhere in
print. A note: Joseph Smith teaches some things in these lectures
that later revelations corrected, so keep that in mind when you
read them.)

Faith Brings Knowledge and
Understanding

President James E. Faust has
said:

“Simple faith in God the Father; His Son,
Jesus Christ; and the Holy Ghost is like a supercharger operating
in our lives. As Elder Charles W. Penrose said: "Some people will
not believe anything they cannot grasp with their human reason or
cannot see with their natural eyes. But blessed is the man of
faith, blessed is the woman of faith! For by faith they can see
into things that cannot be discerned by the natural eyes. They can
reach out to the regions of immortality, grasp eternal realities
and lay hold upon the things of God!" This is so because through
faith, our natural gifts and powers of achievement are increasingly
enhanced.

“Faith intensifies and magnifies our gifts
and abilities. There is no greater source of knowledge than the
inspiration that comes from the Godhead, who have all understanding
and knowledge of that which has been, is now, and will be in the
future…

“Righteousness is a companion to faith.
Strong faith is earned by keeping the
commandments.” (“The
Shield of Faith”, President James E. Faust, April 2000 General
Conference, quoted here from www.LDS.org
.)

Faith Is
Action

After quoting Paul’s definition in Hebrews,
Joseph continued:

"From this we learn that faith is the
assurance which men have of the existence of things which they have
not seen, and the principle of action in all intelligent
beings.” (Lectures, pg.
1)

Wait! Has he given us another definition? Yes,
he has! First, faith is assurance; an affirmation of belief.
Secondly, faith is a ‘principle of action’. The prophet
continued:

"If men were duly to consider themselves,
and turn their thoughts and reflections to the operations of their
own minds, they would readily discover that it is faith, and faith
only, which is the moving cause of all action in them; that without
it both mind and body would be in a state of inactivity, and all
their exertions would cease, both physical and
mental.

"Were this class to go back and reflect
upon the history of their lives… and ask themselves what principle
excited them into action, or what gave them energy and activity in
all their lawful avocations, callings, and persuits, what would be
the answer? Would it not be that it was the assurance which they
had of the existence of things which they had not seen as
yet?

"… Turn your thoughts on your own minds,
and see if faith is not the moving cause of all action in
yourselves…

"And as faith is the moving cause of all
action in temporal concerns, so it is in spiritual…
” (Lectures, pgs.
2-3)

President David O. McKay spoke of this twice
in General Conference:

“What we need today is faith in the living
Christ, which is more than a mere feeling, but a power that moves
us to action – a faith that will put purpose into life and courage
into the heart. We need the gospel of
application…

“The Church does not accept the doctrine
that a mere murmured belief in Jesus Christ is all that is
essential to salvation. A man may say he believes but if he does
nothing to make that belief or faith a moving power to do, to
accomplish, to produce soul growth, his protestation will avail him
nothing. ‘Work out your own salvation’ is an exhortation to
demonstrate by activity, by thoughtful obedient effort the reality
of faith.” (TEACHINGS
OF THE PRESIDENTS OF THE CHURCH: David O. McKay (Salt Lake City:
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, copyright 2003 by
Intellectual Reserve INC.) , pg 197-198)

Faith Is
Power

Joseph Smith went one step further and showed
us yet another aspect of faith:

"… but faith is not only a principle of
action, but of power also, in all intelligent beings, whether in
heaven or on earth. Thus says the author of the epistle to the
Hebrews (11:3):

"‘Through faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are
seen were not made of things which do
appear.’

"By this we understand that the principle
of power which existed in the bosom of God, by which the worlds
were framed, was faith; and that it is by reason of the principle
of power existing in the Deity, that all created things exist; so
that all things in heaven, on earth, or under earth, exist by
reason of faith as it existed in HIM.

"Had it not been for the principle of
faith the worlds would never have been framed, neither would man
have been formed of the dust. It is the principle by which Jehovah
works, and through which he exercises power over all temporal as
well as eternal things. Take this principle or attribute - for it
is an attribute - from the Deity, and he would cease to
exist.

"Who cannot see, that if God framed the
worlds by faith, that it is by faith that he exercises power over
them, and that faith is the principle of power? And if the
principle of power, it must be so in man as well as in the Deity?
This is the testimony of all the sacred writers, and the lesson
which they have been endeavoring to teach to
man.

"The Saviour says (Matthew 17:19-20), in
explaining the reason why the disciples could not cast out the
devil, that it was because of their unbelief: ‘For verily I say
unto you,’ said he, ‘If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed,
ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and
it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto
you.’” (Lectures, pg.
3-4)

To summarize, Faith is first to have the
assurance - the confidence; the belief - that God exists and loves
us and sent his Only Begotten Son to show us the way of salvation
and exaltation, and that by following Him we please God and gain
eternal life in His presence.

Secondly, Faith is the actions we take based
on this assurance. Faith is walking down into the waters of
baptism, and it is kneeling at an altar in a holy temple and
further covenanting with God. Faith is living every day of our life
as if we know that God loves us and watches over us. Faith is
living each moment that we might obtain the blessings promised to
those that follow His commandments.

Thirdly, Faith is the fruit of our hope and
actions. It is gaining an understanding and testimony of God and
His ways. It is gaining the knowledge and wisdom promised to those
who obey Him. It is the results of our belief that God can work
through us in the working of miracles.










Chapter 2
The Author and Finisher of our Faith


As was previously stated, Faith is an
assurance, in this case a confidence, in the existence of God and
Jesus Christ and that we may obtain eternal life by obedience to
His commandments. But to obtain an assurance in anything, we must
first have knowledge sufficient to seek out that assurance! In this
case, we cannot have faith unless we know in what - or in whom - to
have faith.

To gain salvation and exaltation, we must have
faith in God, the Eternal Father. Without this, we cannot truly
believe in the scriptures He has given to guide us, the prophets
sent to warn and teach us, or in His son Jesus Christ, who came to
prepare the way for our return to our Father. Joseph Smith
taught:

"Let us here observe, that three things
are necessary in order that any rational and intelligent being may
exercise faith in God unto life and
salvation.

"First, the idea that he actually
exists.

"Second, a correct idea of his character,
perfections, and attributes.

"Thirdly, an actual knowledge that the
course of life which he is pursuing is according to his will. For
without an acquaintance with these three important facts, the faith
of every rational being must be imperfect and unproductive; but
with this understanding it can become perfect and fruitful,
abounding in righteousness, unto t he praise and glory of God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
(Lectures, pg 38)

We Must Learn of
God

The hearer must hear not just that there is a
God, but who and what this Exalted Being is - that He was God
before the world was and that He is the same being now as He was
then; that He is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. They must
be taught that He is merciful and gracious and that He is slow to
anger and abundant in goodness. They must hear that He is a God of
truth and cannot - will not - lie. They must hear that He is not a
respecter of persons; that any man, woman, or child in any nation
or condition that fears God and does works of righteousness are
accepted of Him. Last, but in no way least, they must learn that He
is a God of love.

The knowledge needed for us to gain this
understanding is, according to the Prophet Joseph, contained in the
scriptures:

"What is the description which the sacred
writers give of the character of the Deity calculated to do? It is
calculated to lay a foundation for the exercise of faith in him, as
far as the knowledge extends, among all people, tongues, languages,
kindreds and nations, and that from age to age, and from generation
to generation…

"Is the character which God has given of
himself uniform? It is, in all his revelations, whether to the
Former-day Saints, or to the Latter-day Saints, so that they have
all the authority to exercise faith in him, and to expect, by the
exercise of their faith, to enjoy the same
blessings.” (Lectures,
pg 47-48)

The authority spoken of by the prophet 'to
exercise faith', is simply having a knowledge of Deity and His
ways. This is the prime mission of the written scriptures, as
expressed by the Apostle John when he wrote
-

"And there are also many things which
Jesus did… But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have
eternal life through his name."
(John 21:25; 20:31)

Our Heavenly Father has revealed Himself to
mankind that we may have a knowledge of Him and an understanding of
His character, and thus we will be able to gain faith enough to be
able to return to His presence.

God, our Heavenly Father, is the first in whom
the faith of all rational and intelligent beings must center upon
for life and exaltation:

"Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the
ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none
else." (Isaiah
45:22)

"… For of him, and through him, and to
him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever…
" (Romans
11:34-36)

We Must Learn of
Christ

In addition to God, there is another being
that demands our faith:

"And this is eternal life: for men to know
you, the only true God, and to know Jesus Christ, whom you
sent." (John 17:3, GOOD
NEWS Bible)

"But unto us there is but one God, the
Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom are all things and we by
him." (1 Corinthians
8:6; also, "through whom
all things were created"
(GOOD NEWS Bible))

The inspired writers list Jesus the Christ -
the Messiah - as being as important to our salvation as is God.
They teach us it was Christ who broke the bands of death, clearing
the way for all mankind to be raised from the grave into
immortality. They also teach that it was Christ who suffered the
pain and agony of our sins and transgressions that we might not
have to suffer them as long as we believe on Him and follow Him.
Because of the mission of our Savior, our faith is not complete
without faith in Jesus Christ. Paul admonishes us
-

"… let us run with patience the race that
is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our
faith… " (Hebrews
12:1-2; see footnote 2b in the LDS King James
edition)

Other translators have rendered verse two
as:

"Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on
whom our faith depends from beginning to end…
" (Good News
Bible)

"Let us not lose sight of Jesus, who leads
us in our faith and brings it to perfection…
" (The Jerusalem
Bible)

"… looking to Jesus the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith… "
(Revised Standard
Version)

And perhaps the clearest translation of all
-

"… our eyes centered on Jesus, on whom
faith depends from start to finish… "
(New English Bible)

Holy men among the ancient Americans testified
of this truth as well. King Benjamin, in his final address to his
people, testified of the promised Messiah
-

"And lo, he cometh unto his own, that
salvation might come unto the children of men even through faith on
his name… " (Mosiah
3:9)

Additionally, the Lord told Joseph
Smith:

"… all men must repent and believe on the
name of Jesus Christ, and worship the Father in his name, and
endure to the end, or they cannot be saved in the kingdom of
God." (D&C
20:29)

"This is eternal lives - to know the only
wise and true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent. I am he.
Receive ye, therefore, my law."
(D&C 132:24)

We Must Hear the
Gospel

It may seem contradictory that, although the
knowledge needed to gain an understanding of Deity is contained in
the scriptures, we still need more. The Apostle Paul tells us
-

"For whoever shall call upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom
they have not believed? And how shall they believe in him of whom
they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? So
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.” (Romans 10:13-14,
17; also translated as:
"Faith, you see, can only come from hearing
the message, and the message is the word of
Christ." (Phillips
Modern English) "How can
they hear if the message is not
proclaimed?" (Good News
Bible) "And how can they
hear about him unless someone tells
them?" (Living
Bible) "without someone
to spread the news?"
(New English Bible))

In explanation of this scripture, President
John Taylor taught that -

"It is not the letter then that bringeth
faith, but hearing the word of God dispensed by a living oracle or
minister of God, clothed upon with power from on high. It is not a
recorded gospel, but the preached word which emanates with power
from a man of God inspired by the Holy
Ghost…” (John Taylor,
The Gospel Kingdom, pg. 332)

Additionally, we read that
-

"… Public speaking is a basic LDS
exercise, for "how shall they believe in him of whom they have not
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?" (Rom.
10:14-17). As opportunity allows, a speaker introduces the restored
gospel to others and, significantly, preaches the gospel in the
Church's meetings. Speaking in church carries the responsibility of
teaching and inspiring others. The speaker becomes a voice for God
and is expected to prepare so that the word of God can effectively
be expressed. The speaker is therefore admonished to use "great
plainness of speech" (2 Cor. 3:12) and to speak as "moved upon by
the Holy Ghost"
(D&C 68:3).” (Encyclopedia of Mormonism,
Vol.3, PUBLIC SPEAKING)

To begin our ascension up the path of Faith,
we must first hear something upon which we can build our faith.
What we must hear is the gospel.

"What testimony have men, in the first
instance, that there is a God? Human testimony, and human testimony
only.

"What excited the ancient saints to seek
diligently after a knowledge of the glory of God, his perfections
and attributes? The credence they gave to the testimony of their
fathers.” (Lectures,
pg. 37)

Before and after the Fall of Adam and Eve, God
spoke with man. The children of Adam and Eve heard the word of God
from their parents, and their children from them. Thus the gospel
was taught and thus it was heard. It is true that a record was
kept, but the gospel - the knowledge of God and His ways - was
still taught by word of mouth from parent to child. After the great
flood, Noah taught the gospel to his children the same way, who in
turn taught their children.

In addition, periodically prophets conversed
with God and were then sent to declare His word to those whose
parents had not taught them. Those who heard and believed followed
and were blessed; those who didn't believe and refused the words of
God were justly dealt with by divine
judgment.

It is not through the written word alone, but
by human testimony - by hearing the gospel from those with a
testimony of it - that the peoples of this earth will receive the
faith needed to come unto Christ and follow
Him.

How did you first hear about God, you Heavenly
Father? Was it at the feet of your parents? Was it in conversation
with a friend? From a missionary or minister? Even if we first read
about God, the sacred message still does not normally come through
in absolute clarity until we hear it - until our spirits have sat
in communion with another spirit and one has born testimony to
another. When this happens, pure knowledge begins to flow from the
spirit of the speaker to the spirit of the listener as a fountain
of pure water to parched ground.

Now do we see the importance of meeting
together as a congregation to teach and to learn? Do we see why we
must gather as families and teach our children? Do we see the
sacred privilege it is to bear testimony, thus helping to spark to
life the knowledge of God in our brothers and sisters? Do we see
the importance of sending missionaries throughout the world as well
as being member-missionaries? How can the peoples of the world have
an idea of His existence? By hearing of it by those that have a
testimony.

I am not in any way saying that only those
that have heard the fullness of the restored gospel can develop any
amount of faith - that would be a very foolish and narrow-minded
statement. One does not need the restored gospel to begin receiving
a testimony of God and Christ. Even as a young man on my mission I
met many fellow Christians who displayed great faith in God and in
those of His commandments they knew and followed. But, as
Latter-day Saints, we do have the fullness of the gospel for which
our fellow Christians are still searching. Therefore, while others
have a partial knowledge of God to build their faith, we have the
fullness of the gospel from which to learn, believe, teach, and
announce. I met one such fellow Christian while serving the Lord in
the city of Takasaki, Japan. She was a beautiful old grandmother we
met while going door-to-door. She had heard of Christ many years
before as a young woman, and had desired to follow Him by being
baptized and joining a particular church. But during that time (the
1920's) Christianity became illegal in Japan and the church she had
planned to join left the country. Through the intense persecution
and martyrdom of Christians in that country during the 1930's and
40's, she remained faithful to Christ - she even managed to be
secretly baptized. She told us, among other things, about the gangs
that would round up and 'punish' those that followed the 'foreign'
god. She told us that she kept her faith secret, but only because
she was never asked to tell; she would not have denied it. Every
morning she mentally prepared herself for what might happen should
she be found out. To close our meeting with this woman, we invited
her to offer the closing prayer. My junior companion, who was
supposed to teach the concept about prayer, asked her if she knew
how to pray. (I was embarrassed to death; of course she did!) She
smiled a wise, kind, grandmotherly smile and assured my companion
that she did. That prayer was the first prayer I have participated
in that I was actually afraid to open my eyes - afraid that I might
see Him to Whom she spoke! There was no doubt that this woman was
not talking to an 'unknown god' (Acts 17), but to a Father who was
very, very near; a Father who had led a willing child through many
years and many trials. I felt we were in His presence as she spoke.
She, through her prayer and faith, called down blessings on us,
praying for our success in teaching her fellow countrymen the
gospel of Jesus Christ. And we felt those blessings in the weeks
that followed.










Chapter 3
"Faith Made Perfect"


Once we have heard of God and know of His
character and His word, this knowledge can begin to grow and
develop, just like a seed upon good ground. (See the Parable of the
Sower - Matthew 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-21; Luke
8:4-15)

How to Develop
Faith

The Book of Mormon prophet Alma also used the
parable of a growing seed to teach us how to develop our
faith:

"But behold, if ye will awake and arouse
your faculties, even to an experiment upon my words, and exercise a
particle of faith, yea, even if ye can no more than desire to
believe, let this desire work in you, even until ye believe in a
manner that ye can give place for a portion of my
words." (Alma
32:27)

It doesn't take much faith to start; only a
desire to believe. And with that desire, the ground is prepared and
the planting begins:

"Now, we will compare the word unto a
seed. Now, if ye give place, that a seed may be planted in your
heart, behold, if it be a true seed, or a good seed, if ye do not
cast it out by your unbelief, that ye will resist the Spirit of the
Lord, behold, it will begin to swell within your breasts; and when
you feel these swelling motions, ye will begin to say within
yourselves - It must needs be that this is a good seed, or that the
word is good, for it beginneth to enlarge my soul; yea, it
beginneth to enlighten my understanding, yea, it begin to be
delicious to me.

"Now behold, would not this increase your
faith? I say unto you, Yea; nevertheless it hath not grown up to be
a perfect knowledge.

"But behold, as the seed swelleth, and
sprouteth, and beginneth to grow, then you must needs say that the
seed is good; for behold it swelleth, and sprouteth, and beginneth
to grow. And now, behold, will not this strengthen your faith? Yea,
it will strengthen your faith: for ye will say I know that this is
a good seed; for behold it sprouteth and beginneth to
grow.

"And now, behold, are ye sure that it is a
good seed? I say unto you, Yea; for every seed bringeth forth unto
its own likeness.

"Therefore, if a seed groweth it is good,
but if it groweth not, behold it is not good, therefore it is cast
away.

"And now, behold, because ye have tried
the experiment, and planted the seed, and it swelleth and
sprouteth, and beginneth to grow, ye must needs know that the seed
is good.

"And now, behold, is your knowledge
perfect? Yea, your knowledge is perfect in that thing, and your
faith is dormant; and this because you know that the word hath
swelled your souls, and ye also know that it hath sprouted up, that
your understanding doth begin to be enlightened, and your mind doth
begin to expand." (Alma
32:28-34, paragraphing by author)

We can have a testimony, or even a perfect
knowledge, on one small aspect of the gospel without having the
same testimony or knowledge about the gospel as a whole. Once a
person has exercised faith and lived the Word of Wisdom faithfully,
for example, they are blessed, their testimony on that point of
doctrine grows, and they gain wisdom and knowledge on that point of
doctrine, thus strengthening their faith in the gospel as a
whole.

Next, this same person may exercise faith
concerning the principle of prayer. As they pray and receive divine
answers and help, they are blessed, their testimony on that point
of doctrine grows, and they gain wisdom and knowledge on that point
of doctrine, thus strengthening their faith in the gospel as a
whole.

Soon they will realize that if one or two
points of doctrine are so right and true, then the whole must also
be right and true. Are they now done? According to Alma, they have
just begun:

"O then, is this not real? I say unto you,
Yea, because it is light; and whatsoever is light, is good, because
it is discernible, therefore ye must know that it is good; and now
behold, after ye have tasted this light is your knowledge
perfect?

"Behold, I say unto you, Nay; neither must
ye lay aside your faith, for ye have only exercised your faith to
plant the seed that ye might try the experiment to know if the seed
was good.

"And behold, as the tree beginneth to
grow, ye will say: Let us nourish it with great care, that it may
get root, that it may grow up, and bring forth fruit; unto us. And
now behold, if ye nourish it with much care it will get root, and
grow up and bring forth fruit.

"But if ye neglect the tree, and take no
thought for its nourishment, behold it will not get any root; and
when the heat of the sun cometh and scorcheth it, because it hath
no root it withers away, and ye pluck it up and cast it
out." (Alma
32:35-38)

Nourishing Our
Faith

We must each continue to nourish the small
seeds of faith that have just begun to sprout. Each of my children
have, in turn, brought home a planted seed from school to put in
the window to grow. By and by, each of these plants have been
forgotten, neglected, and was not watered. They never grew. If by
some small chance one is remembered long enough to be watered for a
week or so, it sprouts! But, the excitement of the 'birth' soon
fades and the young, green sprout soon withers. Even the
life-giving sun seems turned against it as it scorches the tender
growth.

How much this is like our faith! We are
thrilled at the first spark of faith for a short time, and then we
settle back into our usual routine. Or someone says something that
shakes and tests the young sprout of faith, and, without rewatering
or seeking help, we forsake the tender plant. Like the hot sun that
first gave birth to the tender plant, the questions and challenges
- the very things that gave birth to our testimony -may become a
stumbling block that causes us to doubt. Left untended, the young
testimony withers and dies of neglect. Alma explains that
-

"… this is not because the seed was not
good, neither is it because the fruit thereof would not be
desirable; but it is because your ground is barren, and ye will not
nourish the tree, therefore ye cannot have the fruit thereof. And
thus, if ye will not nourish the word, looking forward with an eye
of faith to the fruit thereof, ye can never pluck the fruit of the
tree of life." (Alma
32:39-40)

Faith and
Action

Faith will not come without effort! Just as a
farmer or gardener must tend his crop, watering and nourishing it
until it blooms and produces fruit, so we must tend our faith. But
how do we 'nourish the word'? By what means do we water it and
fertilize the ground that it might grow and bear
fruit?

Might I suggest that the water is the word of
God - written and spoken - and the 'nourishment' is the 'principle
of action', as Joseph Smith called it, meaning that through our
actions we prove the word of God to be true, and thus we increase
our faith and build our testimony.

What part does faith play in the actions of
mankind? Paul, in his epistle to the Hebrews (Hebrews chapter 11,
sometimes referred to as the 'Faith Hall of Fame'.), lists several
significant actions that historically proved men and women worthy
of salvation - all of which happened because of faith: By faith
Abel offered sacrifices acceptable to God … By faith Enoch's
testimony was such that he was translated, never to see death … By
faith Noah prepared the ark 'to the saving of his house' … By faith
Abraham sojourned in the land of promise; by faith he offered his
son Isaac as the Lord had commanded … By faith Sara received
strength enough to conceive a child … By faith Isaac blessed Jacob
and Esau, and Jacob in turn blessed the sons of Joseph … By faith
Moses was hid by his parents when but a babe; by faith the grown
child turned his back to Pharaoh and his face towards the God of
his fathers … By faith the Red Sea parted and the walls of Jericho
fell … By faith the harlot Rahab and her household were saved … By
faith fires were quenched, kingdoms subsided, weakness made strong,
and women received their dead back from the grave in
life.

In Ether chapter 12 in the Book of Mormon, the
prophet and historian Moroni adds to this remarkable list: By the
faith of Alma and Amulek, the prison fell … By the faith of Ammon
and his brethren, great conversions took place among the Lamanites
… By the faith of Nephi and Lehi so great a change was wrought in
the Lamanites that they were baptized with fire and the Holy Ghost
… By faith three of Christ's disciples obtained the promise that
they should not taste of death … Moroni notes that 'they
obtained not the promise until after their faith … By faith the
Brother of Jared saw the Lord; by faith he said to the mountain
Zerin 'Remove!', and it was removed. Moroni made reference to this
when he exclaimed (to the Lord): "… for I know that thou workest
unto the children of men according to their faith… And if he had
not faith it would have not moved; wherefore thou workest after men
have faith." (Ether 12:29-30; See also Matthew 17:20;
21:21.

And, if I may add to this list: It was by
faith the boy Joseph Smith went to a small grove on his father's
farm and prayed that he might know what religion to join. It was by
faith that God's church was restored in these latter days. By faith
thousands left their homes, sailed across an ocean, and walked
across a continent at the call of a prophet. It was, and still is,
by faith that men and women leave family and home to go to all the
corners of the earth to preach the gospel. It is still by faith
that men and women hear the gospel message and enter the waters of
baptism. It is by faith that they enter the holy temple and unite
together as eternal family units and then proceed to live everyday
of their lives in the hope of returning to our Father in
Heaven.

When these miraculous events happened, did the
men and women simply turn their faces to heaven and say 'Lord, I
believe', expecting the Heavens to open and these miracles to
happen? No, they did not! With each of the persons mentioned above,
as well as anyone who desires to follow God, the path is the same:
First, the Lord makes promises (or covenants). We learn about these
covenants through the written and spoken word. Second, we must set
out with a plan of action (or 'works') to make the promise come
true; to 'prove the Lord'. "Prove me now herewith… " said the Lord
through Malachi, "… if I will not open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to
receive it." (Malachi 3:10) Thirdly, after we have exerted all our
strength and abilities to fulfil our part of the promise and have,
with divine assistance, achieved the desired goal, the Lord then
pours out the promised blessings to the point "that there shall not
be room enough to receive it."

It was by faith that Abel, Abraham, Moses,
Alma, Ammon had the courage to act upon the knowledge of God's
promises and covenants. It is by faith that we today have the
courage to act upon the knowledge of God's promises and covenants.
It is by believing that the Lord will bless us that mankind in all
ages has lived, does now live, and will continue to live according
to God's word and thus receive the promised
blessings.

My father has a deep and unshakable testimony
concerning tithing. It began with the simple knowledge that tithing
was a commandment. So, with faith in the knowledge the Lord would
bless him, he paid his tithing. When he and my mother were
newly-married, they hardly even had a penny to spare - paying
tithing and other offerings seemed an extreme hardship. But, in
faith, they kept their part of the promise. Today, over four
decades later, my father can tell story after story of how money
they did not have was, in fact, there when it was needed. I can
testify that we never went hungry, and the only time we ran out of
gas money for the car was when it wasn't needed for the many church
callings held by the family members or for the numerous church
activities required by those callings.

If my father had only professed his faith in
the principle of tithing but not actually paid his tithing (his
'works' proving his faith), then no increase of faith would have
occurred, no testimony would have been born, and no miracles would
have happened to give him a testimony of the principle. If he had
begun to pay tithing and received an increase of faith and the
beginning of a testimony, but stopped as soon as money seemed
tight, the increase of faith would have stopped and the newly-born
testimony would have withered and died. How grateful I am for my
father's faith!

In this way I have developed a deep and
abiding faith - not only in the principle of Tithing, but in many
of the glorious truths of the gospel. After a new truth has been
learned, the new knowledge has moved me from inaction to action - I
have strived to live, think, and act as if the Lord would indeed
fulfil His promise. Whenever I have been successful in doing this,
a testimony has developed and my faith has grown. When I have not
done this, the knowledge and faith on that subject has laid dormant
and has done me no good.

A question worth asking is: are we really
proving the Lord, proving that He keeps His promises? Through the
scriptures we have testimony after testimony that He is the same
yesterday, today, and forever - that He has and will keep the
promises and covenants He has made with mankind. What we are doing
when we turn our passive faith into action is proving to ourselves
- gaining a personal testimony - that He does indeed deal with us
as he always has with anyone who forsakes the world and follows
him.

Another question arises: can works (actions)
without faith save us? The answer is 'No'. But neither can we be
saved by faith alone. The Apostle James wrote
-

"What doth it profit, my brethren, though
a man say he hath faith, and have not works? Can faith save him? If
a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and one
of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled,
notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful of
the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works,
is dead, being alone."
(James 2:14-16)

In other words -

"… faith divorced from deeds is lifeless
as a corpse." (James
2:26, New English Bible)

Of this last verse, Elder James E. Talmage has
written -

"By isolating certain passages of
scripture and regarding them as though they are complete in
themselves some readers have assumed inconsistency if not
contradiction to exist. Paul has been misrepresented as a proponent
of the sufficiency of faith without works, and James has been cited
in opposition. Compare Rom. 4:25; 9:11; Gal. 2:16; 2 Tim. 1:9;
Titus 3:5, with James 1:22, 23; 2:14-26. Paul specifies the outward
forms and ceremonies of the Mosaic law, which had been superseded
by the higher requirements of the Gospel, as unessential works.
James speaks of actual effort and effective deeds as the works that
result from true faith in God and His requirements. But after all,
the apparent differences lie in the words and not in the spirit or
the fact. The following note by Elder J.M. Sjodahl of the Church
Historian's Office is instructive and in point: "If we comprehend
fully the meaning in which the authors of the scriptures use the
word 'faith' we shall see that there is no difference in meaning
between true faith and works of faith. In the Bible the two terms
mean the same thing. James does not contradict Paul. For, to
'believe' is to live by the laws of the gospel. The verbs credere
and vivere are synonymo us, since faith without works is dead. That
is the teaching of James, and Paul certainly does not teach
salvation by means of dead faith.”
(James E. Talmage, Articles of Faith, p.480 -
481, Footnotes)

Several verses later James refers, as had Paul
to the Hebrews, to the account of Abraham being commanded to
sacrifice his son Isaac:

"Was not Abraham our father justified by
works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou
how faith wrought by works was faith made perfect? And the
scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it
was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the
Friend of God. Ye s ee then how that by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only."
(James 2:21-24)

Other translations say: "his
faith was completed by works"
(Revised Standard Version);
"the integrity of his faith was fully
proved" (New English
Bible); “his faith was
made complete by what he did"
(Living Bible)

"Faith made perfect", the Apostle James called
the actions brought on by our 'belief', our 'assurance', our faith
in the word of God.

With Real
Intent

Joseph Smith, when recounting the sacrifices
both Cain and Abel made to the Lord, said:

"Cain offered… and was not accepted,
because he could not do it in faith… ”
(TEACHINGS OF THE PROPHET JOSEPH SMITH, (Salt
Lake City: Deseret Book, 1976) pg. 58)

How many times do we do something 'because I
have to', or 'my parents say I have to'? How often do we pay
tithing 'because I have to'? Or fast only because it is what we are
supposed to do? Or only very grudgingly abstain from inappropriate
activities on the Sabbath with an unwilling heart? This is not
faith; this is not action based on the assurance the Lord will
bless and reward us for what we are doing. This is blind, resentful
obedience - the same type Cain showed when making his offering to
the Lord. Blind obedience, or even blind faith, is nothing more
than mindless obedience without knowledge or hope of reward. Real
faith and obedience must be with real intent; with real hope.
Moroni teaches us that if a man -

"… offereth a gift, or prayeth unto God,
except he shall do it with real intent it profiteth him nothing.
For behold, it is not counted unto him for righteousness. For
behold, if a man… doeth it grudgingly… it is counted unto him the
same as if he had retained the gift… if he shall pray and not with
real intent of heart; yea, and it profiteth him nothing, for God
receiveth none such."
(Moroni 7:6-9)

Just as faith without works is dead, so works
without faith are dead. There are, however, two redeeming features
to blind obedience (for what little they are worth): One is the
fact that even though we are obeying mechanically or grudgingly,
there are blessings we cannot help but receive. For example: if we
rest on the Sabbath, whether we want to or not, our bodies will by
nature be more ready for the coming week. If we obey the Word of
Wisdom, although unwillingly, our bodies will still grow healthier
than if we didn't. We will receive the physical blessings, but we
will not receive the spiritual blessings of knowledge, wisdom,
growing faith, and the testimony the Lord has promised to those who
obey His commandments. The second redeeming feature is this: Even
if we are not doing something out of faith, at least we are forming
a habit of doing something the Lord will bless us for once we are
doing it with the right spirit and intent.

Anyone can act in ways that make them
outwardly appear to comply with gospel principles, and they will
see and feel the physical and mental results of such living. But it
cannot be over-emphasised that the real, spiritual, life-saving
blessings will not and do not come until we walk the path of
obedience and righteousness with real intent, looking forward in
faith and hope for the blessing God had
promised.

Once we are acting on our faith and actively
living the gospel principles, the blessings come. Alma
taught:

"But if ye will nourish the word, yea,
nourish the tree as it beginneth to grow, by your faith with great
diligence, and with patience, looking forward to the fruit thereof,
it shall take root; and behold, it shall be a tree springing up
unto everlasting life. And because of your diligence and your faith
and your patience with the word in nourishing it, that it may take
root in you, behold, by and by ye shall pluck the fruit thereof,
which is most precious, which is sweet above all that is sweet, and
which is white above all that is white, yea, and pure above all
that is pure; and ye shall feast upon this fruit even until ye are
filled, that ye hunger no, neither shall ye thirst. Then, my
brethren, ye shall reap the rewards of your faith, and your
diligence, and patience, and long-suffering, waiting for the tree
to bring forth fruit unto you."
(Alma 32:41-43)










Chapter 4
Hope - an Anchor for the Soul


"Hope… desire
with a telescope, magnifying distant matters, overlooking near
ones; opening one eye on the objects, closing the other to all
objections… the future tense of desire…
”
(Richard D.
Blackmore, LORNA DOONE)

Once we have faith in God and in the Lord
Jesus Christ, another divine attribute automatically displays
itself in our lives:

"Wherefore, whoso believeth in God might
with surety hope for a better world, yea, even a place at the right
hand of God, which hope cometh of faith, maketh an anchor to the
souls of men, which would make them sure and steadfast, always
abounding in good works, being led to glorify
God. (Ether
12:4)

"… How is it that ye can attain unto
faith, save ye shall have hope? And what is it that ye shall hope
for? Behold I say unto you that ye shall have hope through the
atonement of Christ and the power of his resurrection, to be raised
unto life eternal, and this because of our faith in him, according
to the promise. Wherefore, if a man have faith he must needs have
hope; for without faith there cannot be any
hope.

"And again, behold I say unto you that he
cannot have faith and hope, save he be meek and lowly of heart. If
so, his faith and hope is vain, for none is acceptable before God,
save the meek and lowly; and if a man be meek and lowly in heart,
and confess by the power of the Holy Ghost that Jesus is the
Christ, he must have charity; for if he have not charity he is
nothing; wherefore he must needs have
charity." (Moroni
7:40-44)

The word 'atonement' is not derived from a
Hebrew, Greek, or Latin source. It’s an actual English word-phrase
that describes not only the reward of the faithful but also the
process by which it is achieved. As we strive to gain the rewards
the Father and Son have waiting for us, we begin to feel closeness,
a union, a oneness with Deity - an "at-one-ment". This type of
perfection has been explained:

"… It is like a merger. If you take a
small, bankrupt firm that is about to go under and merge it with a
corporate giant, what happens? Their assests and liabilities flow
together, and the new entity that is created is
solvent.

"This is simular to what happens
spiritually when we enter into a covenant with the Savior. We have
liabilities; he has assests. So he proposes a covenant
relationship. Jesus is sometimes called the Bridegroom and the
Church the Bride, because of their close association under the
covenant. After the covenant is made, I become one with Christ, and
as partners we work together toward my exaltation. My liabilities
and his assests flow into each other. I do all that I can do, and
he does what I cannot yet do. For now, in partnership we are
perfect, through His perfection.”
(Stephan E. Robinson, "Believing Christ" (ENSIGN
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Salt Lake City:
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints) Volume 22 Number
4)

The sacrifice of the Messiah, Jesus of
Nazareth, broke the bands of death and the grave, and it guarantees
that no matter what sort of life we have led, we will still be
resurrected - saved from death and renewed to some degree of
eternal life. Also, through His awful suffering in the Garden of
Gethsemane, He not only paid the price demanded by the Father, but
suffered the torment that transgressions and sins inflict upon
mankind as well - a price fully paid if we but follow Him who paid
the debt.

Because of His sacrifice, there is no truth to
the exclamations "I could never make it to Heaven!", and "I could
never be forgiven!" The price is paid in full - the price is
pre-paid! And the contract has been drawn. All that holds us back
is our pride or our disbelief that such a miracle can actually
occur.

Because of the mission of the Savior, we can
raise our eyes out of the dark mists of sin and transgression and
look once again towards the light. We are able move from the
valleys of our personal human weakness to the mountaintops where
those who receive divine aid stand in the light of accomplishment
and fulfilment. We realize we are not trapped by uncontrollable
forces around us, but that how we handle this opposition determines
the greatness to which we will ascend to in the next life. The name
we give this divine feeling of aspiration is
Hope.

"… Hope… blesses us with the state of mind
we need to deal with the gap between where we are and where we seek
to be. It is the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, who fills us with his
hope as the remission of our sins makes us lowly of heart and meek
enough to receive him. (See Moroni 8:25-26.) I believe this
endowment can literally fill our minds in a pure and permanent form
with the kind of encouragement and confidence we might find in
talking with a close friend who gives us perspective about a
difficult problem. We go away from such a conversation with
confidence that there is light at the end of our dark tunnels and
somehow everything will be all right. That kind of hope can be
literally life-sustaining when it is given us by the Savior, for
the light at the end of life's darkest tunnels is the Light and the
Life of the World.”
(Bruce C. Hafen, THE BROKEN HEART: APPLYING THE
ATONEMENT TO LIFE'S EXPERIENCES (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book CO,
1989) pg. 19)

At the end of the dark mists of despair,
opposition, the self-doubt, there is One who stands, arms open and
reaching to help. It is through Him that the feeling of
"at-one-ment" heals the pain caused by sin and transgression, the
making of wrong choices, despair, loneliness, opposition, and all
other pains of human existence.

"And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a
root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles;
in him shall the Gentiles trust. Now the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through
the power of the Holy Ghost."
(Romans 15:12-13)

"Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the
commandment of God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ, which is our
hope… " (1 Timothy
1:1)

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten
us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead… " (1
Peter 1:3)

"You must therefore be like men stripped
for action, perfectly self-controlled. Fix your hopes on the gift
of grace which is to be yours when Jesus Christ is
revealed." (1 Peter
1:13, New English Bible)

"For, for this intent have we written
these things, that they may know that we knew of Christ, and we had
a hope of his glory many hundred years before his coming; and not
only we ourselves had a hope of his glory, but also all the holy
prophets which were before us."
(Jacob 4:4)

"All these had departed the mortal life,
firm in the hope of a glorious resurrection, through the grace of
God the Father and his Only Begotten Son, Jesus
Christ." (D&C
138:14)

Faith and
Works

Hope is also the desire all faithful peoples
have in gaining eternal salvation - not a intangible,
spur-of-the-moment desire, but an honest, heartfelt desire coupled
with divine assurance that the reward can be obtained. This desire,
coupled with righteous actions, brings the assurance that what we
are doing is correct and the Lord will indeed reward us as He has
promised. As we are faithful to His teachings and commandments,
this feeling of "at-one-ment" comes upon us and our eyes begin to
lift, seeing the light at the end of the spiritual tunnel. But it
is only the light we see at first, not the whole heavenly
landscape! As Alma taught, "… if ye have faith ye hope for things
which are not seen, which are true." (Alma 32:21) Additional light
is cast on Alma's words when we read Paul's Epistle to the
Romans:

"For we are saved by hope: but hope that
is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope
for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience
wait for it." (Romans
8:24-25)

This almost sounds like Faith, just under
another name! Elder Neal A. Maxwell has said
-

"It is to be understood, however, that
hope is not the same as perfect knowledge. (See Alma 32:21.) Once
we have actually seen, said Paul, it "is not hope." (Romans 8:24.)
Thus hope, like faith, is not quite knowledge. Yet, being at the
border of knowledge, we can see through "glass darkly" enough of
the future to affect how we live today.”
(Neal A. Maxwell, Notwithstanding My Weakness,
p.42)

This is why the goal of our mortal existence -
eternal life with our Father in Heaven - has been kept from our
eyes; that we might continue to develop hope and thereby keep our
faith alive. Growing faith and hope become spiritual anchors in a
dark and stormy world of spiritual darkness and
confusion:

"… The hope set before us… we have as an
anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth
into that within the veil… "
(Hebrews 6:18-19)

As with any gospel principle, action is
involved. Once there is hope, this action must follow if that hope
is to grow sufficient for salvation.

"Or saith he it altogether for our sakes?
For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth
should plow in hope; and he that thresheth in hope should be
partaker of his hope."
(1 Corinthians 9:10)

"Remembering without ceasing your work of
faith, and labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ, in the sight of God and our Father…
" (1 Thessalonians
1:3)

"And now, my beloved brethren, after ye
have gotten into this strait and narrow path, I would ask if all is
done? Behold, I say unto you, Nay; for ye have not come thus far
save it were by the word of Christ with unshaken faith in him,
relying wholly upon the merits of him who is mighty to save.
Wherefore, ye must press forward with a steadfastness in Christ,
having a perfect brightness of hope, and a love of God and of all
men. Wherefore, if ye shall press forward, feasting upon the word
of Christ, and endure to the end, behold, thus saith the Father: Ye
shall have eternal life."
(2 Nephi 31:19-20)

"But before ye seek for riches, seek ye
first the kingdom of God. And after ye have obtained a hope in
Christ ye shall obtain riches, if ye seek them; and ye will seek
them for the intent to do good - to clothe the naked, and to feed
the hungry, and to liberate the captive, and administer relief to
the sick and the afflicted."
(Jacob 2:18-19)

"… wherefore man must hope, or he cannot
receive an inheritance in the place which thou hast
prepared." (Ether
12:32)

Results of
Hope

"That being justified by his grace, we
should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal
life." (Titus
3:7)

"Therefore being justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we
have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice
in hope of the glory of God. And not only so, but we glory in
tribulations also; knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And
patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not
ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Ghost which is given us."
(Romans 5:1-5)

This last verse has been summarized in this
way:

"Paul also taught the related doctrine of
salvation by grace. Latter-day Saints recognize at least four ways
in which Paul spoke of salvation as an operation of the grace of
God. First, through the Atonement of Christ, a free gift, Adam's
posterity is not accountable for the transgression of Adam (Rom.
5:18-21). Second, it naturally follows that death - a consequence
of Adam's transgression - will be done away by the gift of
resurrection that will be graciously given to all human beings (1
Cor. 15:21-22). Third, the fact that God has offered a new covenant
of faith in place of the old rules of performances and ordinances,
which mankind then was not able to live perfectly, is in itself an
act of grace. And fourth, that the Savior volunteered to suffer and
die for the sake of others is the greatest expression of the grace
of God. Thus, salvation is accessible to mankind only through the
gracious acts and gifts of God. As Paul said, "We have access by
faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God" (Rom. 5:2). However, in Paul's theology, the
doctrines of salvation by grace and justification by faith do not
eliminate but require the absolute necessity for high personal
standards of conduct (1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal.
5:19-21).”
(Encyclopedia of Mormonism, Vol. 3,
PAUL)










Chapter 5
The Fruits of Faith - Godly Power and Knowledge


In the first chapter of this book we learned,
through the first of the LECTURES ON FAITH, that besides being a
principle of assurance and action, faith is also a principle of
power. In a later lecture, Joseph Smith explained this principle of
power further when he taught that -

"… when a man works by faith he works by
mental exertion instead of physical force. It is by words, instead
of exerting his physical powers, with which every being works when
he works by faith. God said, 'Let there be light.' Joshua spake,
and the great lights which God created stood still. Elijah
commanded, and the heavens were
stayed…

"Faith, then, works by words; and with
these its mightiest works have been, and will be,
performed." (Lectures,
pg.72-73)

Faith is the mental exertion of power based on
the belief, hope, and/or knowledge that God will work through us to
the accomplishment of our righteous
actions.

Backing up this mental exertion is action. The
commandments have to be obeyed so we can be worthy vessels for the
Lord to work through. We study God's word, fast, pray, and fulfill
all other spiritual duties to rise to a higher spiritual plane, so
that we might be close enough to the Father in thought and deed
that we can act in accordance to His will. Then come the fruits of
Faith.

'Signs' and
'Gifts'

"Signs follow them that believe" (Mark 16:17)
Or, as another translation states it, "Faith will bring with it
these miracles…" (New English Bible); thus implying that Faith
comes first.

"Show us a sign!" the unbelievers had taunted
the Messiah. In His wisdom He didn’t, because He knew faith must
come first. There is recorded two occasions in the scriptures that
He didn’t perform miracles because of the lack of
faith:

"And he could there do no mighty work,
save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them.
And he marveled because of their unbelief…
" (Mark
6:5-6)

"And he did not mighty works there because
of their unbelief."
(Matthew 13:58)

After performing great works among the
Nephites, the Resurrected Savior
exclaimed:

"… So great faith have I never seen among
all the Jews; wherefore I could not show unto them so great
miracles, because of their unbelief."
(3 Nephi 19:35)

Considering the great works He performed among
the Jews, can you even imagine His works among the Nephites? But as
many church leaders have explained, some spiritual manifestations
are so foreign to mankind’s understanding that there is no way of
describing them in words. They can only be felt and understood by
the power of the Holy Ghost.

After the development and exertion of faith,
the signs come, and they come as freely as fruit comes in the
summer season. What are these signs? A small list of them would
include:



casting out of devils … Mark 16:16, Mormon 9:24, D&C
84:67

confirming all His works … Mormon 9:25

healing, poison … Mark 16:17, Mormon 9:24, D&C
84:68-72

speaking of tongues … Mark 16:16, Mormon 9:24

many wonderful works … D&C 84:66

The scriptures refer to some miraculous events
as 'gifts of the Spirit'. These, like the 'signs' listed above, are
the fruit of the workings of our faith. As with all things,
anything that is good comes from God through the Holy Ghost. These
include:



casting out of devils … 3 Nephi 7:22; D&C 35:9

discerning of spirits … 1 Corinthians 12:11, D&C
46:23

great faith … 1 Corinthians 12:9, Moroni 10:11

healing … 1 Corinthians 12:9, 3 Nephi 7:22, Moroni 10:11,
D&C 46:19-20

knowledge and wisdom … Exodus 31:31,1 Corinthians 12:8, 1
Nephi 10:19, Moroni 10:9-10, D&C 46:17-18, D&C 76:116,
D&C 121:26

ministering of angels … Alma 9:21, Moroni 10:14, 3 Nephi
19:13-14, Moses 5:58

prophecy and revelation … 1 Corinthians 12:11, Alma 9:21, Moroni
10:13, D&C 46:22

speaking and interpretation of tongues … 1 Corinthians 12:11,
Alma 9:21, Moroni 10:15-16, D&C 46:25

working of miracles … 1 Corinthians 12:10, Moroni 10:12,
D&C 46:21

visited by the Spirit of God … Alma 9:21, 3 Nephi 7:21

visions … Joel 2:28, Acts 2:17, Acts 7:55-56

bearing witness … Acts 1:8, Acts 4:31, Hebrews 2:4, D&C
124:4

The Lord has, however, warned us not to boast
or brag about these gifts, but to hold such things
sacred:

"But a commandment I give unto them, that
they shall not boast themselves of these things, neither speak them
before the world; [as opposed to 'before the church'] for these
things are given you for your profit and for
salvation." (D&C
84:73; comment added by author)

"Make not thy gift known unto any save it
be those who are of thy faith. Trifle not with sacred
things." (D&C
6:12)

These gifts and signs are natural results of
our faith; gifts and signs from God as confirmation of the faith we
have developed; for the hope and assurance we have in Him, and of
the actions we have performed based on that hope and assurance.
They cannot be realized before we have faith because they can only
be exercised through our faith. It is faith that makes them happen.
We must have the knowledge and assurance that they can and will be
present, and we must act as if they will be granted - or that the
Lord will grant them.

What are these 'signs', or 'gifts of the
spirit', but miracles?

Working of
Miracles

"Miracles" have been defined as the workings
of natural laws which we do not understand. To enlarge on this, I
would add that they are also the workings of God, through His laws,
in a way which we do not yet understand.

Miracles have been described by four broad and
different terms in the scriptures:

"They are SIGNS of the presence and power
of God, of the truth of divine revelation, of the love and heart of
the Father, of the credentials of his
messengers.

"WORKS, all of them are the doings of God,
works worthy of Him, works of kindness and love, direct acts of
God.

"WONDERS, astonishing manifestations of
God, attracting men's attention to him, his nature and his
promises.

"POWERS revealing the almighty power of
God to save and help in time of trouble.”
(F.N. Peloubet, PELOUBET'S BIBLE DICTIONARY
(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, 1971)
pg.411.)

The following is a small list of miracles
recorded in the scriptures in which the importance of faith in
bringing them about is specified. Please turn to your scriptures
and read each one carefully:



Healing of Naaman … 2 Kings 5:1-14

Centurian's Son … Matthew 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10

Stilling the Waters … Matthew 8:23-27, Mark 5:35-41, Luke
8:22-35

Healed by Touching Christ … Matthew 9:20-22, Mark 5:23-34,
Luke 8:43-48

Two Blind Men … Matthew 9:27-31

Walking on Water … Matthew 14:22-32

Healing of Gentile Girl … Matthew 15:21-28, Mark 7:24-30

Healing Demonic Child … Matthew 17:14-21, Mark 9:17-29, Luke
9:37-42

Healing Blind Man … Mark 10:46-52, Luke 18:35-43

Draught of Fishes … Luke 5:1-6

Healing Lepers … Luke 17:11-19

Nobleman's Son … John 4:46-53

Raising of Lazarus … John 11:1-46

Alma and Amulek … Alma 14:26-28

Zeezrom healed … Alma 15:6-11

Ammon Saved … Alma 19:22-23

"Your faith is sufficient that I should heal you" … 3 Nephi
17:8

Brother of Jared … Ether 3:9-13.

To these I wish to add my testimony by
relating two very personal experiences:

When I was six or seven years old, I went with
my father to the home of a woman in our ward. My father had warned
me not to expect the usual treat of cookies, as the woman was so
sick she could not get out of bed or even raise her head without
great dizziness and pain. We arrived, only to discover that the
illness was so severe that she could not talk, and she was nearly
out of her mind with pain - her entire body was in horrible agony.
My father and her husband gave her a blessing and blessed her that
she would be raised from her bed. After the blessing, she got out
of the bed and walked us to the door, smiling and thanking us. She
was free of the pain and dizziness. She was healed. And, I had been
presented with a cookie.

In my mission, there was a missionary going
through a particularly difficult stage of getting ill every time he
went out in the rain during the spring rain season. One day in
particular he prayed for the rain to stop long enough for him and
his companion to go out and find someone who needed to hear the
gospel message that day. Then, acting upon that prayer, he and his
companion stepped out of the cover of their roof. The rain
subsided. Each time they were invited into a home or were in a bus
or train, the rain increased; but whenever they were exposed to the
elements, the rain subsided. The elder did not get rained on, he
remained well, and they found a family ready to hear the gospel.
But as soon as they had found that family, the rains poured down
without regard for the poor elder's health, and he and his
companion headed home, content that they had found those waiting
for their message.

Through experiences such as these, I have
gained a testimony that the Lord will work through those that have
faith.

To this list of miracles I would like to add
another: the forgiving of sins. Alma the Younger had, in his youth,
turned against God and all righteousness to the degree that he
actively worked against the church - travelling the country and
persecuting those who believed. When an angel was sent from the
Lord to stop him and call him to repentance, young Alma fell to the
earth as if he were dead and remained that condition for three days
and nights. As he related to one of his sons years later
-

"And now, for three days and for three
nights I was racked, even with the pains of a damned soul. And it
came to pass that as I was thus racked with torment, while I was
harrowed up by the memory of my many sins, behold, I remembered
also to have heard my father prophesy unto the people concerning
the coming of one Jesus Christ, a Son of God, to atone for the sins
of the world.

"Now, as my mind caught hold of this
thought, I cried out within my heart: O Jesus, thou Son of God,
have mercy on me, who am in the gall of bitterness, and am
encircled about by the everlasting chains of
death." (Alma
36:16-18)

He remembered the words, or testimony, of his
father! Then, this knowledge turning to faith, he acted upon it and
cried out to the Savior. The bands of sin and death were broken by
his faith:

"And now, behold, when I thought this, I
could not remember my pains no more; yea, I was harrowed up by the
memory of my sins no more. And oh, what joy, and what marvelous
light did I behold; yea, my soul was filled with joy as exceeding
as was my pain!

"Yea, I say unto you, my son, that there
could be nothing so exquisite and so bitter as were my pains. Yea,
and again I say unto you, my son, that on the other hand, there can
be nothing so exquisite and sweet as was my
joy." (Alma
36:19-21)

Alma spent the rest of his life living to be
worthy of this and all other blessings the Lord poured down upon
him.

Gaining a
Testimony

When we first begin to obey a particular
commandment, we only know that we should live it - we often have no
confirmation from God as to why we should live that commandment.
Now, as we receive the blessings of obedience, we begin to truly
understand why we should live the Word of Wisdom, keep the Sabbath
Day, or do our genealogy and temple work (or whatever other
commandment about which we are striving to gain a testimony). Then,
we receive a testimony. This is true knowledge and wisdom; this is
true understanding. Just as a person begins to understand
woodcarving only after they have at least begun their carving, so
do we understand a commandment only after we have begun to live it.
The Holy Ghost has whispered to us, told us that our efforts are
acceptable before the Lord, and the blessings - the evidences -
begin to flow.

Now we can stand and say 'I have a testimony
of… ’ BUT, WE MUST CONTINUE TO WATER AND NOURISH THE SEED! One
growing season may be over, but there is another and another and
another. The watering and nourishing of our tree of faith is a
lifelong affair; otherwise the fruit will not grow, the branches
will die, and the ground will lay
desolate.

Further Light and
Knowledge

The Lord has promised to reveal His
'mysteries' to those who are worthy. What are these mysteries? They
are, in general, sacred truths withheld from those unworthy of
receiving Godly things, or unwilling to learn and grow that they
might comprehend the things of God. These are the further light and
knowledge that comes by living the commandments and proving
ourselves worthy of more trust and responsibility. They are truths
that are revealed "line upon line, precept upon precept", to those
who prove themselves worthy - to those who prove that they can live
what they have already received.

My mind goes back to a humble home in
Yokohama, Japan. There the sister missionaries were teaching a
wonderful woman - Sister Oshikiri. She had studied the Bible for
more than twenty years; had even read Bible stories to her children
as they grew up. She believed in Christ with all her heart. But try
as hard as she could, she could not understand many passages of
scripture she knew were important - like the prophesies of Isaiah
and other Old Testament prophets.

We elders had the opportunity of attending the
meetings with her and we marveled at her faith. I was present when
she was taught the Word of Wisdom. Sister Oshikiri was a chain
smoker and she cried, saying she could never give up the tobacco
habit. We all bore testimony and prayed with her, and she committed
herself. She put down her cigarettes and never picked them up
again.

Several months after her baptism, I received a
transfer. But before leaving I went to say my goodbyes to Sister
Oshikiri. She welcomed us as warmly, as always, sitting us at the
table where her scriptures were spread open in front of her
notebook. (I should add here that the Bible she had used for so
many years was as marked and underlined and cross-referenced a book
as I have ever seen!) As we spoke, she told us that since she had
been living the Word of Wisdom the scriptures were literally opened
to her - she could read them and understand passages that had
puzzled her for decades. "It is like a cloud has been lifted from
my mind!" she exclaimed with joy. I had her open to the Doctrine
and Covenants, Section 89, starting with verse 18, where the Lord
lists the blessing to be given to those that obey the Word of
Wisdom:

"And all saints who remember to keep and
do these things… shall find wisdom and great treasures of
knowledge, even hidden treasures… "
(D&C 89:18-19, see 18-21 for the entire
promise.)

She wept as she marked and cross-referenced
this passage, her testimony of this principle having being realized
that day.

A Sure
Knowledge

Throughout history there have been those
individuals with the faith to behold things which are kept from
those who lack faith. Whether it be beholding God the Father and
Jesus Christ, the ministering of angels, or the manifestation of
the Holy Ghost in such a manner that one could never deny its
existence, there are varied ways of receiving a sure knowledge of
gospel truths. But the path to any of these manifestations is the
same: the Path of Faith in thought and
deed.

One such man was th e Brother of Jared.(See
Ether chapters 2 & 3.) "Never has a man believed in me as thou
hast", the premortal Messiah said to the Brother of Jared as He
appeared unto him in all His premortal
glory.

The Brother of Jared and his people had been
guided by the Lord, away from the rest of civilization. Having
arrived at the ocean, they built ships according Lord's
instructions. Throughout this journey, the Lord spoke to the
Brother of Jared in a series of revelations; he had the faith to
know the Lord would guide them and answer their
prayers.

When they reached the ocean and the Lord gave
instructions for the building of ships, there was a problem: the
design allowed for no windows - they would be in darkness during
the long voyage across the oceans. The Brother of Jared came before
the Lord and asked: "… wilt thou suffer that we cross this great
water in darkness?" (Ether 2:22) The Lord's reply was simple and
allowed the Brother of Jared to again show his faith through his
actions: "What will ye that I should do that ye may have light in
your vessels?" (Ether 2:23)

The Brother of Jared brought before the Lord
sixteen small stones that he had formed. Each was white, and they
were clear like glass.

"I know, O Lord, that thou hast all power,
and can do whatsoever thou wilt for the benefit of man; therefore
touch these stones, O Lord, with thy finger, and prepare them that
they may shine forth in darkness… Behold, O Lord, thou canst do
this. We know that thou art able to show forth great power, which
looks small unto the understanding of
men." (Ether
3:4-5)

With this, the Lord stretched forth his hand
and touched the stones. The veil separating mortal from immortal
was parted, and the Brother of Jared actually saw the finger of the
Lord. He fell down, struck with fear. The Lord
asked:

"… Arise, why hast thou
fallen?

"And he said unto the Lord: I saw the
finger of the Lord, and I feared lest he should smite me; for I
knew not that the Lord had flesh and
blood.

"And the Lord said unto him: Because of
thy faith thou hast seen that I shall take upon me flesh and blood;
and never has man come before me with such exceeding faith as thou
hast; for were it not so ye could not have seen my finger. Sawest
thou more than this?

"And he answered: Nay; Lord, show thyself
unto me.

"And the Lord said unto him: Believest
thou the words which I shall speak?"

"And he answered: Yea, Lord, I know that
thou speakest the truth, for thou art a God of truth, and canst not
lie.

"And when he had said these words, behold,
the Lord showed himself unto him… For he had said unto him in times
before, that if he would believe in him that he could show unto him
all things - it should be shown unto him; therefore the Lord could
not withhold anything from him, for he knew that the Lord could
show him all things."
(Ether 3:7-13, 26)

All through faith!

The fourteen-year-old Joseph Smith read the
words of James in the New Testament -

"If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God… "
(James1:5)

After much thought, faith, assurance, and hope
was sufficient in his mind and heart to be acted upon. Knowledge
had been supplied, and, after much reflection, hope and desire
drove him to action:

"… after I had retired to the place where
I had previously designed to go, having looked around me, and
finding myself alone, I kneeled down and began to offer up the
desires of my heart. I had scarcely done so, when immediately I was
seized upon by some power which entirely overcame me, and had such
an astonishing influence over me as to bind my tongue so that I
could not speak. Thick darkness gathered around me, and it seemed
to me for a time as if I were doomed to sudden
destruction." (Joseph
Smith-History 1:15)

All the powers of Satan and his minions
gathered around a young unassuming boy. But simple faith called out
and brought the powers of God, heaven, and all that is good to his
aid:

"But, exerting all my powers to call upon
God to deliver me out of the power of this enemy which had seized
upon me, and at the very moment when I was ready to sink into
despair and abandon myself to destruction - not to an imaginary
ruin, but to the power of some actual being from the unseen world,
who had such a marvelous power as I had never felt in any being -
just at this moment of great alarm, I saw a pillar of light exactly
over my head, above the brightness of the sun, which descended
until it fell upon me.

"It no sooner appeared than I found myself
delivered from the enemy which held me bound. When the light rested
upon me I saw two Personages, whose brightness and glory defy all
description, standing above me in the air. One of them spake unto
me, calling me by name and said, pointing to the other - THIS IS MY
BELOVED SON. HEAR HIM!…

"… I was answered…
" (Joseph Smith-History
1:16-17, 19)

Through knowledge and action, his faith was
made perfect. Never again would Joseph Smith doubt that the Lord
would give wisdom to those who humble themselves and go to the Lord
in prayer. Because he exercised the faith, knowledge, and assurance
required, he received, through reading the scriptures and pondering
them, the power for his faith to become action. Through this action
his faith was made perfect:

"… Why persecute me for telling the truth?
I have actually seen a vision; and who am I that can withstand God,
or why does the world think to make me deny what I have actually
seen? For I had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew God knew it,
and I could not deny it, neither dared I do it; at least I knew
that by so doing I would offend God, and come under
condemnation.

"… I had found the testimony of James to
be true - that a man who lacked wisdom might ask of God, and
obtain, and not be upbraided."
(Joseph Smith-History
1:25-26)

I invite all who read this book to build their
knowledge of Deity and to follow His commandments with the hope
that they will be so blessed. I testify that the blessings will
come.










Part 3

Grace








Chapter 6 A
Latter-day Saint View of Grace


It was traditional in our mission for the
several sets of missionaries assigned to a single branch or ward to
open and close our day together with prayer. One night, while
saying the prayer for the six of us, I thanked the Lord for His
Grace in saving us. Never had I roused such shock and surprise from
the other missionaries! And the lectures I received! For the next
week my spiritual well-being was debated as my senior companion and
the district leader worried over my worthiness. But after a calm,
spiritual discussion about the relationship of Faith, Grace, Works,
and our Father’s love for us - and even after an examination of the
word 'grace' as used in the hymnal! (See note at the end of this
chapter) - they were pacified.

Through personal experience I have determined
that few other doctrines are so debated and argued over as
Salvation by Grace. Few other beliefs can move Christians -
Latter-day Saint or otherwise - for or against you swifter than
your opinion on the doctrine of Grace. And, because of such intense
feelings, few other doctrines are so misunderstood! We all think we
know whether we are saved by Grace or not, but when we stop to
explain what Salvation by Grace is, the pause is long and
silent.

By understanding what Grace is, we can begin
to understand the role it plays in our salvation. But, as with
Faith, finding a definition is not always easy - as with the rest
of the english language, this word has more than one meaning. So,
as usual, I turned to both a dictionary and a thesaurus. This time
the thesaurus seemed the most profitable - it listed the following
words as synonymous with grace:


benevolence …

(to) crown …

(to) embellish …

(a) good deed …

(to) honor …

mercy …

pardon …

reprieve …

thanks

My interest aroused, I turned to a Bible
concordance / dictionary to see what the word meant in the original
tongues of the writers. The Hebrew translated as ‘kindness’ and
‘favour’, while the definition for the Greek stated it was 'divine
influence on the heart'. So far so good – I have always been
reasonably certain the Lord had plenty of kindness and favour for
His children.

God's Love and Mercy for
Us

After reading this above-mentioned definition,
I felt I was coming close to a good definition. But, not being able
to resist, I reached for one more book and found that a Latter-day
Apostle had already cut right to the heart of the
matter:

"God’s grace consists in his love, mercy,
and condescension toward his children. The creation of the earth,
life itself, the atonement of Christ, the plan of salvation,
kingdoms of immortal glory hereafter, and the supreme gift of
eternal life - all these things come by the grace of him whose we
are.” (Bruce R.
McConkie, MORMON DOCTRINE (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft Inc., 1966)
pg. 338-339)

Moses, in the great revelation he received
while communing with the Lord on Mount Sinai, was told that
-

"… The heavens, they are many, and they
cannot be numbered unto man; but they are numbered unto me, for
they are mine… And as one earth shall pass away, and the heavens
thereof even so shall another come; and there is no end to my
works, neither to my words.

"For behold, this is my work and my glory
- to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of
man." (Moses
1:37-39)

All that the Father has created, caused to be
created, has revealed, commanded, covenanted, inspired, and
revealed has been for the one single purpose: "to bring to pass the
immortality and eternal life of man." So, we may say that the
creation of the earth and all that is on it, in it, and above it,
and all that God has done and will yet do are but signs of God’s
grace.

Knowledge and Growth through His
Grace

The holy scriptures and the words of the
prophets reveal God’s grace. The Holy Ghost shows us God’s grace.
All that has been revealed to mankind to bring us to a holier state
shows God’s grace for us. Through the Holy Ghost the scriptures
were given, the prophets speak, and our daily prayers are answered.
Through these means His truths are given to us "line upon line", as
Isaiah explained:

"Who shall he teach knowledge?

And whom shall he make

to understand doctrine?

Them that are weaned from the milk,

and drawn from the breast?

For precept must be upon precept,

precept upon precept;

Line upon line, line upon line;

Here a little, and there a little…

But the word of the Lord was unto them …

Precept upon precept,

precept upon precept;

Line upon line, line upon line;

Here a little, and there a little…
"
 (Isaiah
28:9-10, 13)

Our Heavenly Father does not give the fullness
of His knowledge and commandments in the beginning. He starts
mankind with only as much as He, in His wisdom and grace, knows we
can understand and obey. And from that beginning, He has adds to it
"letter by letter, line by line, lesson by lesson" (Isaiah 28:13,
Good News Bible). Even Christ, as he grew and developed as a mortal
child, grew in knowledge and understanding in this
way:

"And the child grew, and waxed strong in
spirit, filled with wisdom and the grace of God was upon him…
" (Luke
2:40)

"As Jesus grew up he advanced in wisdom
and in favour with God and men."
(Luke 2:52, New English
Bible)

The Apostle John bore record that
-

"… I beheld his glory, as the glory of the
Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth, even the
Spirit of truth, which came and dwelt in the flesh, and dwelt among
us. And I, John, saw the he received not the fulness at the first,
but received grace for grace; And he received not of the fulness at
first, but continued from grace to grace, until he received a
fulness… " (D&C
83:11-13)

What is this Spirit of Truth which John spoke
of?

"And I will pray the Father, and he shall
give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever;
Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it
seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelth
with you… " (John
14:16-17)

"But the Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all
things… " (John
14:26)

It is through the Holy Ghost that God reveals
all things. He is the Spirit of Truth; the Spirit of Revelation. It
is by God’s grace that we receive all knowledge. It is by His grace
we grow into men and women of God.

Gospel of Grace and the Law of
Works/Performances

Nowhere is our spiritual, ‘line upon line,
grace for grace, lesson by lesson’ development more evident and
obvious than in the differences between the Law of Moses and the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Law of Moses, given to a people that
had been slaves for generations and h ad not been allowed to know
their God, was the schoolmaster to prepare them for the Gospel of
Christ. (See Galatians 3:24.) It was a Law of 'Works', or, a law of
ordinances and ceremonies, all designed to teach and to prophesy of
the coming mission and mortal life of the
Messiah.

To differentiate between the Law of Works - or
the Law of Moses - and the Law of Christ, the Gospel of Jesus
Christ is often referred to in the New Testament as the 'Gospel of
the Grace of God', or the 'Gospel of Grace' (see Acts 20:24). This
plainly signifies that Christ and His covenant - or gospel - was
and is, among other things, a great gift given because of the love
our Father in Heaven has for us.

After Christ had fulfilled the Law of Moses,
there were those who, even though they were converted to the
gospel, still believed the ordinances of ‘The Law’ needed to be
adhered to, and the apostles were burdened with continually
correcting them:

"… for ye are not under the law (of
Moses), but under grace (the gospel)."
(Romans 6:14, comments added for
clarification)

"I do not frustrate the grace of God (the
gospel): for if righteousness (salvation) come by the law (of
Moses), then Christ is dead in vain."
(Galatians 2:21, comments added for
clarification)

Let’s not be confused over the word ‘law’. And
let’s not use these scriptures as ‘proof’ we no longer have to obey
any sort of law! The Gospel of Christ is indeed a law, or covenant,
unto all mankind; it is the ‘Law of the Gospel’. But the New
Testament writers used the words ‘law’ and 'grace' to differentiate
between the Law of Moses and the gospel of ‘the Grace of God’ or
the ‘Grace of Christ’.

"Stand fast therefore in the liberty
wherewith Christ hath made us free (the Gospel), and be not
entangled again with the yoke of bondage (the Law of Moses).
Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised (if you
still adhere to ordinances and works of The Law of Moses), Christ
(the Gospel) shall profit you nothing. For I testify again to every
man that is circumcised, that he is a debter to do the whole law
(of Moses). Christ (the Gospel) is become of no effect unto you,
whosoever of you are justified by the law (or attempts to justify
his obeying the ordinances of the Law of Moses); ye are fallen from
grace (you are apostate from the
Gospel)." (Galatians
5;1-4, comments added for clarification)

"I marvel that ye are so soon removed from
him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel…
" (Galatians
1:6)

"… receive not the Grace of God in
vain." (2 Corinthians
6:1)

"Therefore, as ye abound in every thing,
in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and
in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace
also." (2 Corinthians
8:7)

The fact that Christ’s teachings and
commandments were called ‘The Gospel of Grace’ is a light-revealing
lesson in itself. Within the Law of Moses the adherent learned that
there were required sacrifices and posturing that were required at
certain times and places without which a person could not be clean
or worthy. It was almost as if a person could not be saved without
them. On the other hand, the fullness of spiritual understand that
came through Christ made us to understand that no matter how hard
we worked, we still had to look upon Him to save us – it was by
turning our faces towards Him and relying on His works that we find
a fullness of salvation.

Grace, then, as referred to in a Latter-day
Saint setting, is God’s love, mercy, and condescension, which is
manifested through the creation of the earth, the revelations from
God through the Holy Ghost as recorded in the holy scriptures, the
words of holy prophets, answers to prayer, the covenants He has
made with mankind - especially the gospel of Jesus Christ, the fact
that God has taught and commanded mankind ‘line upon line’, ‘grace
for grace’ as we are able to understand and obey, and through all
other things that will "bring to pass the immortality and eternal
life of man."

Above all other manifestations of God’s grace,
however, is the Atoning sacrifice of Jesus the Christ - this stands
above all others gifts from God as the prominent and most sublime
act of love by a loving Father for His children. Hence, in the
following chapters we’ll examine more closely the mission of our
Savior and its effect on our mortal and eternal
existence.


______________________

NOTE: The word
‘Grace’ appears over thirty times in the current (1985) Latter-day
Saint hymnal. These references refer to the full spectrum of
definitions of the word. Here is a
sampling:

Come, come, ye Saints, no toil nor labor
fear;

But with joy wend your way.

Though hard to you this journey may appear,

Grace shall be as your day…

(#30, Come, Come, Ye Saints)

——

Glory to God on high! Let heav’n and earth
reply.

Praise ye his name. His love and grace adore,

Who all our sorrows bore. Sing aloud evermore:

Worthy the Lamb!

(#67, Glory to God on High)

——

Tell of him in loud acclaim.

Sing the wonders of his name.

Sing with joy for grace made known,

Wondrous love to all men shown.

Tell of him in loud acclaim.

Sing the wonders of his name.

(#73, Praise the Lord with Heart and
Voice)

——

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall
lie,

My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply.

The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design

Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.

(#85, How Firm a Foundation)

——

Might I enjoy the meanest place

Within thy house, O God of grace,

No tents of ease or thrones of pow’r

Should tempt my feet to leave thy door.

All needful grace will God bestow

And crown that grace with glory too.

He gives us all things and withholds

No blessings due to upright souls.

(#88, Great God, Attend While Zion Sings)

——

Father, thy children to thee now raise

Glad, grateful songs for thy love and grace…

(#91, Father, Thy Children to Thee Now
Raise)

——

When your heart was filled with anger,

Did you think to pray?

Did you plead for grace, my brother,

That you might forgive another

Who had crossed your way?

(#140, Did You Think to Pray?)

——

Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of
prayer!

Thy wings shall my petition bear

To him whose truth and faithfulness

Engage the waiting soul to bless.

And since he bids me seek his face,

Believe his word, and trust his grace,

I’ll cast on him my ev’ry care,

And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer!

(#142, Sweet Hour of Prayer)

——

Sweetly swells the solemn sound

While we bring our gifts around

Of broken hearts, of broken hearts,

As a willing sacrifice,

Showing what his grace imparts.

(#146, Gently Raise the Sacred Strain)

——

My heart shall triumph in my Lord

And bless his works and bless his word.

Thy works of grace, how bright they shine!

How deep thy counsels, how divine!

(#147, Sweet Is the Work)

——

Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing;

Fill our hearts with joy and peace.

Let us each, thy love possessing,

Triumph in redeeming grace…

(#163, Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy
Blessings)

——

My days, unclouded as they pass,

And ev’ry onward rolling hour

Are monuments of wondrous grace,

And witness to thy love and pow’r.

(#164, Great God, to Thee My Evening Song)

——

I need thy presence ev’ry passing hour.

What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r?

(#166, Abide with Me!)

——

Oh, thank the Lord for grace and gifts

Renewed in latter days,

For truth and light to guide us right

In wisdom’s pleasant ways.

(#167, Come, Let Us Sing an Evening Hymn)

——

As now we take the sacrament,

Our thoughts are turned to thee,

Thou Son of God, who lived for us,

Then died on Calvary.

We contemplate thy lasting grace,

Thy boundless charity;

To us the gift of life was giv’n For all eternity.

(#169, As Now We Take the Sacrament)

——

God, our Father, hear us pray;

Send thy grace this holy day.

As we take of emblems blest,

On our Savior’s love we rest.

Grant us, Father, grace divine;

May thy smile upon us shine.

As we eat the broken bread.

Thine approval on us shed.

(#170, God Our Father, Hear Us Pray)

——

Oh, blessed hour! Communion sweet!

When children, friends, and teachers meet

And, in remembrance of his grace,

Unite in sweetest songs of praise.

(#176, ‘Tis Sweet to Sing the Matchless
Love)

——

Prepare our minds that we may see

The beauties of thy grace,

Salvation purchased on that tree

For all who seek thy face.

(#178, O Lord of Hosts)

——

I stand all amazed at the love Jesus offers
me,

Confused at the grace that so fully he proffers me.

I tremble to know that for me he was crucified,

That for me, a sinner, he suffered, he bled and died.

(#193, I Stand All Amazed)

——

No creature is so lowly,

No sinner so depraved,

But feels thy presence holy,

And thru thy love is saved.

Tho craven friends betray thee,

They feel thy love’s embrace;

The very foes who slay thee

Have access to thy grace.

(#197, O Savior Thou Who Wearest a Crown)

——

Silent night! Holy night!

Son of God, love’s pure light

Radiant beams from thy holy face,

With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth;

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

(#204, Silent Night)

——

May we no more our pow’rs abuse,

But ways of truth and goodness choose;

Our God is pleased when we improve

His grace and seek his perfect love.

(#240, Know This, That Every Soul Is Free)

——

As thou thy Child didst fill with wisdom,
love, and might,

To know and do thy will and teach thy ways aright,

Our children bless, in ev’ry place,

That they may all behold thy face,

And, knowing thee, may grow in grace.

(#296, Our Father, by Whose Name)

——

Neither life nor death shall ever

From the Lord his children sever;

Unto them his grace he showeth,

And their sorrows all he knoweth.

(#299, Children of Our Heavenly Father)

——

Ye who are called to labor and minister for
God,

Blest with the royal priesthood,

appointed by his word

To preach among the nations

the news of gospel grace,

And publish on the mountains

salvation, truth, and peace:

(#321, Ye Who Are Called to Labor)

——

Oh, beautiful for spacious skies,

For amber waves of grain,

For purple mountain majesties

Above the fruited plain!

America! America! God shed his grace on thee,

And crown thy good with brotherhood

From sea to shining sea.

(#338, America the Beautiful)










Chapter 7
Unconditional Grace: "In Christ Shall All be made Alive"


When Adam and Eve partook of the fruit of the
tree of knowledge of good and evil, two things happened: First,
their immortality became mortality, meaning that they both became
mortal and subject to physical death. Second, transgression came
into the world. Because of this, they were cut off from the
presence of the Lord. This has become known as a "Spiritual Death".
A savior, or redeemer, was needed for two reasons: One, to break
the bands of death; and Two, to pay the debt - or fulfil the
punishment of sin - that mankind might be made clean and pure to
return to the presence of our Father.

In this chapter we will focus on the first of
these two conditions, that is, salvation from physical death, and
in the following chapter will address salvation from
sin.

We Will Be
Resurrected

You might say that Death is a Fact of Life -
we all live, and we all die. We cannot escape death, no matter how
we try. The great question therefore, debated even in Christ's
time, was concerning what happens after death - that is, is there a
resurrection? Will the spirit and body, divided by death, once
again be united never to be separated again? One of the greatest
disputes between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, the two main
groups of religious Jews of Christ's time, was this very question;
something Paul used to pit both parties against each other when
brought before the Counsel. (See Acts chapter
23.

The fact that we will be resurrected from
death is testified of not only after Christ, but before His mortal
ministry in the Old Testament as contained in the scriptures both
of these learned groups held sacred:

"I know that my redeemer liveth,

And that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth;

And though after my skin worms destroy this body,

Yet in my flesh shall I see God;

Whom I shall see for myself,

And mine eyes shall behold,

and not another;

Though my reins be consumed within
me."
 (Job
19:25-27)

"Thy dead men shall live,

Together with my dead body shall they arise…
"
 (Isaiah
26:19)

Perhaps the plainest teachings concerning the
resurrection came through the Book of Mormon missionary companions
Alma and Amulek:

"The spirit and the body shall be reunited
again in its perfect form; both limb and joint shall be restored to
its proper frame, even as we now are at this time; and we shall be
brought to stand before God, knowing even as we know now, and have
a bright recollection of all our
guilt.

"Now, this restoration shall come to all,
both old and young, both bond and free, both the wicked and the
righteous; and even there shall not so much as a hair of their
heads be lost; but every thing shall be restored to its perfect
frame, as it is now, or in the body, and shall be brought and be
arraigned before the bar of Christ the Son, and God the Father, and
the Holy Spirit, which is one Eternal God, to be judged according
to their works, whether they be good or whether they be
evil.

"Now, behold, I have spoken unto you
concerning the death of the mortal body, and also concerning the
resurrection of the mortal body. I say unto you that this mortal
body is raised to an immortal body, that is from death, even from
the first death unto life, that they can die no more; their spirits
uniting with their bodies, never to be divided; thus the whole
becoming spiritual and immortal, that they can see no more
corruption." (Alma
11:43-45)

As proof of the resurrection, Christ himself
appeared to His apostles and disciples as a resurrected
being:

"And as they thus spake, Jesus himself
stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.
But they were terrified and affrightened, and supposed that they
had seen a spirit. And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? And
why do thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold my hands and my feet,
that it is I myself: handle me and see; for a spirit hath not flesh
and bones, as ye see me have."
(Luke 24:36-39; see also Matthew 28, Mark 16,
Luke 24, and John 20-21.)

Also at the time of the death and resurrection
of Christ -

"… the graves were opened; and many bodies
of the saints which slept arose, And came out of the graves after
his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared to
many." (Matthew
27:52-53)

Christ Is the
Firstfuits

Why did these dead not rise up before Christ's
resurrection? In his great sermon on the reality of the
resurrection (1Corinthians 15), Paul tells us that Christ was the
"firstfruits" of the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:20, 23). It was
through Him the resurrection was brought about. He was the one who
broke the bands of death and made salvation from physical death
possible. The prophet and teacher Jacob, younger brother of Nephi,
also explained:

"… there is no flesh that can dwell in the
presence of God, save it be through the merits, and mercy, and
grace of the Holy Messiah, who layeth down his life according to
the flesh, and taketh it again by the Spirit, that he may bring to
pass the resurrection of the dead, being the first that should
rise. Wherefore, he is the firstfruits unto God…
" (2 Nephi
2:8-9)

For each of us, the spirit and body will
separate at death. Our body will lay dormant while our spirit moves
on to what Latter-day Saints refer to as the Spirit World - a place
of paradise for the righteous, but a prison for the wicked. Before
the final judgment, our spirit will be reunited with our body - a
body that in some way not yet revealed will have been returned to
its normal and whole condition and then will have been perfected -
and then we will stand before the judgment bar. The Apostle John
saw in vision -

"… the dead, small and great, stand before
God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which
was the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things
which were written in the books, according to their works. And the
sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered
up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works."
(Revelation 20:12-13)

Though raised from a mortal body to an
immortal body, our dispositions to do good or evil will be the same
even after the resurrection.

"… if their works were good in this life,
and the desires of their hearts were good, that they should also,
at the last day, be restored unto that which is good. And if their
works are evil they shall be restored unto them for evil.
Therefore, all things shall be restored to their proper order,
every thing to its natural frame… raised to endless happiness to
inherit the kingdom of God, or to endless misery to inherit the
kingdom of the devil… "
(Alma 41:3-4)

This salvation from death carries with it no
salvation from sin and no forgiveness of transgressions. Salvation
from death is simply a guarantee that our bodies and spirits will
be united; that we might live eternally in whatever state of
existence we have proven ourselves worthy.

So how does salvation from sin come? By what
means? Did not Christ save us from our sins? Was this not also
salvation? Yes, it was; it was the second part of the great atoning
sacrifice, and will be discussed in the next
chapter.

By the first man - Adam - came death. By
another man, the firstborn of our Heavenly Father - Jesus the
Christ, the Son of God - came life.

"For since it was a man who brought death
into the world, a man also brought resurrection of the dead. As in
Adam all men die, so in Christ all will be brought to
life." (1 Corinthians
15:21-22, New English Bible)










Chapter 8
Conditional Grace: "Ye are Bought with a Price"


In the previous chapter we learned that one
part of salvation is free to all - salvation from physical death.
In this chapter we will add to this another part of the atonement:
salvation from spiritual death - a salvation granted only to those
who accept and follow Christ.

Justice and
Mercy

In my study of the gospel I’ve found no better
single explanation of the laws of Mercy and Justice and what
Christ’s atonement has done for us than in the words of a
modern-day Apostle:

"Once there was a man who wanted something
very much. It seemed more important than anything else in his life.
In order for him to have his desire, he incurred a great
debt.

"He had been warned about going into that
much debt, and particularly about his creditor. But it seemed so
important for him to do what he wanted to do and to have what he
wanted right now. He was sure he could pay for it
later.

"So he signed the contract. He would pay
it off some time along the way. He didn’t worry too much about it,
for the due date seemed such a long time away. He had what he
wanted now, and that was what seemed
important.

"The creditor was always somewhere in the
back of his mind, and he made token payments now and again,
thinking somehow that the day of reckoning would never
come.

"But as it always does, the day came, and
the contract fell due. The debt had not been fully paid. The
creditor appeared and demanded payment in
full.

"Only then did he realize that his
creditor not only had the power to repossess all that he owned, but
the power to cast him into prison as
well.

"’I cannot pay you, for I have not the
power to do so,’ he confessed.

"’Then,’ said the creditor, ‘we will
exercise the contract, take your possessions, and you shall go to
prison. You agreed to that. It was your choice. You signed the
contract, and now it must be
enforced.’

"’Can you not extend the time or forgive
the debt?’ the debtor begged. ‘Arrange some way for me to keep what
I have and not go to prison. Surely you believe in
mercy?

"The creditor replied, ‘Mercy is always so
one-sided. It would serve only you. If I show mercy to you, it will
leave me unpaid. It is justice I demand. DO you believe in
justice?’

"’I believed in justice when I signed the
contract,’ the debtor said. ‘It was on my side then, for I thought
it would protect me. I did not need mercy then, did not think I
should need it ever. Justice, I thought, would serve both us
equally as well.’

"’It is justice that demands that you pay
the contract or suffer the penalty,’ the creditor replied. ‘That is
the law. You have agreed to it and that is the way it must be.
Mercy cannot rob justice.’

"There they were: one meting out justice,
the other pleading for mercy. Neither could prevail except at the
expense of the other.

"’If you do not forgive the debt there
will be no mercy,’ the debtor
pleaded.

"’If I do, there will be no justice,’ was
the reply.

"Both laws, it seemed, could not be
served. They are two eternal ideals that appear to contradict one
another. It there no way for justice to be fully served, and mercy
also?

"There is a way! The law of justice can be
fully satisfied and mercy can be fully extended - but it take
someone else. And so it happened this
time.

"The debtor had a friend. He came to help.
He knew the debtor well. He knew him to be shortsighted. He though
him foolish to have gotten himself into such a predicament.
Nevertheless, he wanted to help him because he loved him. He
stepped between them, faced the creditor, and made his
offer.

"’I will pay the debt if you will free the
debtor from his contract so that he may keep his possessions and
not go to prison.’

"As the creditor was pondering the offer,
the mediator added, ‘You demand justice. Though he cannot pay you,
I will do so. You will have been justly dealt with and can ask no
more. It would not be just.’

"And so the creditor
agreed.

"The mediator turned then to the debtor.
‘If I pay your debt, will you accept me as your
creditor?’

"’Oh yes, yes,’ cried the debtor. ‘You
saved me from prison and showed mercy to
me.’

"’Then,’ said the benefactor, ‘You will
pay the debt to me and I will set the terms. It will not be easy,
but it will be possible. I will provide a way. You need not go to
prison.’

"And so it was that the creditor was paid
in full. He had been justly dealt with. No contract had been
broken.

"The debtor, in turn, had been extended
mercy. Both laws stood fulfilled. Because there was a mediator,
justice had claimed its full share, and mercy was fully
satisfied.

"Each of us lives on a kind of spiritual
credit. One day the account will be closed, a settlement demanded.
However casually we may view it now, when that day comes and the
foreclosure is imminent, we will look around in restless agony for
someone, anyone, to help us.

"And, by eternal law, mercy cannot be
extended save there be one who is both willing and able to assume
our debt and pay the price and arrange the terms for our
redemption.

"Unless there is a mediator, unless we
have a friend, the full weight of justice untempered,
unsympathetic, must, positively must fall on us. The full
recompense for every transgression, however minor or however deep,
will be exacted from us to the uttermost
farthing.

"But know this: Truth, glorious truth,
proclaims there is such a Mediator.

"’For there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Jesus Christ.’ (1 Timothy
2:5)

"Through Him mercy can be fully extended
to each of us without offending the eternal law of
justice…

"The extension of mercy will not be
automatic. It will be through covenant with Him. It will be on His
terms, His generous terms, which include, as an abs olute
essential, baptism by immersion for the remission of
sins.” (Boyd K. Packer,
"The Mediator", ENSIGN of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints (Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints) Volume 7 Number 5 (May 1977) page
54-56)

At this point the reader should read and
ponder Alma chapters 40-42 in the Book of Mormon, where Alma
teaches his son Corianton about the reality of the Resurrection,
the Atonement, and the laws of Justice and
Mercy.

Christ Paid the Price for Our
Forgiveness

A savior (or redeemer) was needed, in this
case, to pay the debt (or fulfil the punishment of sin) that we
might be clean to return to the Presence of our Father, for no
unclean thing can enter God's presence. ( See 1 Nephi 10:21; 15:34;
Alma 7:21; 11:37; 40:26; 3 Nephi 27:19; Moses 6:57.) This is the
second great blessing of Christ's atonement - Christ suffered for
the sins, transgressions, wrongdoings, and shortcomings of all
God’s children - if any man or woman repents and turns to Him and
follows Him (meaning that they keep His commandments), then the
price is paid in full:

"For behold, I, God, have suffered these
things for all, that they might not suffer if they would repent;
But if they would no repent they must suffer even as I; Which
suffering caused myself, even God, the greatest of all, to tremble
because of pain, and to bleed at every pore, and to suffer both
body and spirit - and would that I might not drink the bitter cup,
and shrink - Nevertheless, glory be to the Father, and I partook
and finished my preparations unto the children of
men." (D&C
19:16-19)

"And being made perfect, he became the
author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him…
" (Hebrews 5:9; most
other English-language Bibles translates this as
‘source
of eternal salvation’.)

"He that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned." (Mark
16:16)

Can we even imagine the suffering of a Deity?
Can we even imagine, in our pride and vanity, that we could endure
it as well or better than He? Is there a greater manifestation of
God’s love and mercy for His children than through the atoning
sacrifice of His Son? That He would allow Him to come to earth and
suffer so for the sins of others is almost beyond our comprehension
of love and mercy.

"For God so loved the world that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in his should not
perish, but have everlasting life."
(John 3:15)

But whether our mortal understanding allows us
to fully see God's infinite mercy or not, it is still a fact that
it happened. Jesus suffered untold agony while in the Garden so
that we, if we repent and follow Him, will not have to face the
creditor and meet justice in all its awful reality. He has become
our creditor. He has paid the price, has bought us, and has set the
price of repayment.

"For he that is called in the Lord, being
a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that is called,
being free, is Christ's servant. Ye are bought with a price; be not
ye the servants of men."
(1 Corinthians 7:22-23)

An even-plainer translation of this passage
reads:

"A slave, when he is called in the Lord,
becomes the lord's freedman, and a freeman called in the Lord
becomes Christ's slave. You have all been bought and paid for; do
not be slaves to other men."
(Jerusalem Bible)

How do we follow Christ? One of the best
expressions of this is in the words of
Peter:

"… Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins…
" (Acts
2:38)

Baptism is a sign that we will follow Christ,
meaning we will follow His example in obeying His commandments. The
actions taken in obeying His commandments are 'works' that will
bring us salvation. The scriptures tell
us:

"Pure religion and undefiled before God
and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the [vices of the]
world." (James 1:27;
addition of Joseph Smith's Inspired Version in
parenthesis.)

"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in heaven."
(Matthew 7:21)

It is not enough just to call upon the Lord
and to express our beliefs. We must live our life in accordance to
His will. We must put off the worldly person, along with the
world's lack of understanding and transgressions. Then we can
replace the old self with a being that follows in the footsteps of
the Savior. We must reconcile ourselves to Him by our actions. And
then -

"… after ye are reconciled unto God… it is
only in and through the grace of God that ye are
saved." (2 Nephi
10:24)

On one side of the eternal scales is Justice.
Justice cannot be robbed; every sin and transgression must be
accounted for and the price paid. Adam's transgression, whereby
mortality came about, must be compensated for. The price for every
wrong act, thought, and word must be paid. On the other side of the
scales is Mercy; that which waits to counterbalance the unmovable,
awful weight of Justice.

Christ steps in beside us as we watch Justice
and Mercy slowly being weighed. He knows our thoughts and
intentions. He knows our human weaknesses and frailties. He knows
of the hours spend on bended knee, repenting for our wrongdoing. He
knows of the actions we have taken to right the wrongs we have done
and to better live His simple commandments. He knows of the hours
of selfless charitable acts we have performed in an effort to help
others. He knows, too, that we cannot pay the price for Adam and
Eve's transgression - whereby mortality being brought into
existence; nor can we fully compensate for the sins and wrongdoings
we commit while in mortal life. Thus, after we have done all we
humanly can do, He steps in, arms filled with Grace, and balances
the scales - allowing His atoning sacrifice to repay Justice that
which is due. As Nephi and Moroni so plainly
taught,

"… it is by grace that we are saved, after
all we can do." (2
Nephi 25:23)

"Yea, come unto Christ, and be perfected
in him, and deny yourselves of all ungodliness; and if ye shall
deny yourselves of all ungodliness, and love God with all your
might, mind, and strength, then is his grace sufficient for you,
that by his grace ye may be perfect in Christ; and if by the grace
of God ye are perfect in Christ, ye can in nowise deny the power of
God.

"And again, if ye by the grace of God are
perfect in Christ, and deny not his power, then ye are sanctified
in Christ by the grace of God, through the shedding of the blood of
Christ, which is in the covenant of the Father unto the remission
of your sins, that ye become holy, without
spot." (Moroni
10:32-33)

To conclude, the words of another
Apostle:

"Salvation in the celestial kingdom of
God, however, is not salvation by grace alone. Rather, it is
salvation by grace coupled with obedience to the laws and
ordinances of the gospel. (Third Article of Faith.) Those who gain
it are "raised in immortality unto eternal life." (D&C 29:43; 2
Nephi 9:22-24) Immortality comes by grace alone, but those who gain
it may find themselves damned in eternity. (Alma 11:37-45) Eternal
life, the kind of life enjoyed by eternal beings in the celestial
kingdom, comes by grace plus obedience. And the very opportunity to
follow the course of good works which will lead to that salvation
sought by the saints comes also by the grace of
God.” (Bruce R.
McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p.671)










Part 4

Works / Actions








Chapter 9
What Are the Works that Bring Salvation?


What are these 'works' that have so much of
the Christian world in an uproar? Are there 'works' that save us?
And do these 'works' make Salvation by Faith or Salvation by Grace
void in our lives? No, they don't make them void - they bring them
to pass!

But first we must define
'Works'.

To define the 'works' a Christian must
perform, we will first exclude those talked of in the New Testament
but not related to the principle of 'Salvation by
Works':

First, Salvation by Works does not refer to
the 'mighty works' that were or were not performed by Christ or
other holy men according to the faith of those for whom they were
being performed. (See Matthew 11:20-24; 13:58, Mark 6:5-6, Luke
10:13-15, and 3 Nephi 19:35.) These works are actually miracles, as
already defined in this book. They are the fruits, or results, of
faith.

Secondly, 'Salvation by Works' has nothing to
do with the 'Works of the Law', meaning the ordinances and
commandments of the Law of Moses:

"Knowing that a man is not justified by
the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ…
" (Galatians 2:16; See
Galatians 2:16 – 3:29.)

Christ's Apostles were constantly teaching
Jewish converts that 'The Law' of Moses with all its works - or
'performances' - and ordinances was dead to those who followed
Christ, and that those who continued with it made the Gospel void
in their lives. Keeping in mind that we learned in a previous
chapter that 'law', as used in several New Testament passages
refers to the Law of Moses, and 'grace' refers to the Gospel of
Christ, let us read a few of the words of the Apostle
Paul:

"… for ye are not under the law, but under
grace." (Romans
6:14)

Thirdly, 'Salvation by Works' is in part the
various ordinances required to obey God and to follow Christ. These
include baptism by immersion, the receiving of the Gift of the Holy
Ghost, and the making of covenants with the Lord in the holy
temples. Ordinances and covenants are most definitely required, but
we must remember that they are the gateway to the path of Works
required of all who claim to follow and hope in
Christ.

These Works Are Our
Actions

So, then - what is left? What is left is a
lifetime of following the commandments of God; a lifetime of
continuously learning more about God and Christ and what they
expect of us; a lifetime of repenting for our transgressions and
perfecting ourselves in order to become more like Them, a lifetime
of deeds proving us worthy of our Father's love and
blessings.

Rather than speaking of 'works', it would be
better to use words such as 'Actions' and 'Deeds'. It is not just
by 'hearing' and 'professing' the gospel that we are saved, but
through our 'actions' - by applying and living the gospel
principles as we learn them - that we prove ourselves worthy of
salvation and exaltation.

The scriptures clearly indicate a wide gap
between words and actions:

"They profess that they know God; but in
works they deny him… "
(Titus 1:16)

"… The man who says, 'I know him', while
he disobeys his commands, is a liar and a stranger to the truth…
" (1 John 2:4, New
English Bible)

"But be ye doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of
the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his
natural face in a glass (mirror): For he beholdeth himself, and
goeth hi s way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he
was. But whoso looketh unto the perfect law of liberty, and
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of
the work, this man shall be blessed in his
deed." (James 1:22-25,
comment by author)

Christ Himself taught the importance of these
actions, or 'good works'. The following quotes from the Sermon on
the Mount make plain the importance of our
actions:

"Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven." (Matthew
5:16)

"Whosoever therefore shall break one of
these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be
called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do
and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of
heaven." (Matthew
5:19)

"Not every one that sayeth unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have casts out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful
works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you; depart
from me, ye that work iniquity. Therefore whosoever heareth these
sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man,
which built his house upon a rock: And the rains descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it
fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every one that he
areth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened
unto a foolish man, which built his house in the sand: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon
that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of
it." (Matthew 7:24-27;
see also Luke 6:47-49.)

Additionally, Christ also taught that
-

"… he that doeth truth cometh into the
light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought
of God." (John
3:21)

"For I have given you an example, that ye
should do as I have done to you."
(John 13:15)

The Apostles also taught that all men and
women -

"… should repent and turn to God, and do
works meet for repentance."
(Acts 26:20)


"Those
things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and
seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with
you." (Philippians
4:9)

"Who gave himself for us, that he might
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works."
(Titus 2:14)

The Epistle of James is one of the greatest
sources for teachings concerning the relationship of Works and
Faith. The Jerusalem Bible contains what I consider to be the
plainest translation as one could want of this discourse - it cuts
right to the heart of the matter:

"Take the case, my brothers, of someone
who has never done a single good act but claims that he has faith.
Will that faith save him? If one of the brothers or one of the
sisters is in need of clothes and has not enough food to live on,
and one of you says to them, 'I wish you well; keep yourself warm
and eat plenty,' without giving them these bare necessities of
life, then what good is that? Faith is like that: if good works do
not go with it, it is quite dead.

"This is the way to talk to people of that
kind: 'You may say you have faith and I have good deeds; I will
prove to you that I have faith by showing you my good deeds - now
prove to me that you have faith without good deeds to show. You
believe in the one God - that is creditable enough, but the demons
have that same belief and tremble with fear. Do realize, you
senseless man, that faith without good deeds is useless. You surely
know that Abraham our father was justified by his deed, because he
offered his son Isaac on the altar? There you see it: faith and
deeds were working together; his faith became perfect by what he
did. This is what scripture really means when it says: 'Abraham put
his faith in God, and this was counted as making him justified',
and that is why he was called 'the friend of
God'.

"You see now that it is by doing something
good, and not only by believing, that a man is justified. There is
another example of the same kind: Rahab… [was] justified by her
deeds because she welcomed the messengers and showed them a
different way to l eave. A body dies when it is separated from the
spirit, and in the same way faith is dead if it is separated from
good deeds." (James
2:14-26, Jerusalem Bible)

So, 'Works', as spoken of when preaching and
writing about "Salvation by Works", is the actions - the deeds - we
perform daily. It is the receiving of sacred ordinances; it is
living the commandments of God on a daily basis. It is acts of love
and charity towards our fellow men and women; it is enduring in the
gospel to the end of mortal life. It is the long road of becoming
"… perfect, even as I, or your Father who is in heaven is perfect."
(3 Nephi 12:48; see also Matthew 5:48.)

Judged According to Our
Works

Although I have addressed the topic of
reconciling ourselves to God through our actions (or, as it is more
commonly called, being "judged according to our works") in an
earlier chapter, I would not feel I had done my job if I did not
address it, however briefly, in a chapter dedicated to 'Works'
(especially for those who've skipped ahead and not read that
section yet). But instead of endlessly repeating myself (my
children say I do enough of that), I will let these very plain and
clear scriptures speak for themselves:

"Let us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgement, with
every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be
evil." (Ecclesiastes
12:13-14)

"For the Son of man shall come in the
glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every
man according to his works."
(Matthew 16:27)

"Marvel not at this; for the hour is
coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the
resurrection of damnation."
(John 5:28-29)

"Every man's work shall be made manifest:
for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire;
and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it
is." (1 Corinthians
3:13)

"And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was
opened, which was the book of life: and the dead were judged out of
those things which were written in the books, according to their
works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and
hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged
every man according to their works."
(Revelation 20:12-13)

"The spirit and the body shall be reunited
again in its perfect form; both limb and joint shall be restored to
its proper frame, even as we now are at this time; and we shall be
brought to stand before God… and shall be brought and be arraigned
before t he bar of Christ the Son, and God the Father, and the Holy
Spirit, which is one Eternal God, to be judged according to their
works, whether they be good or whether they be
evil." (Alma
11:43-44)

"… judging every man according to his
works and the deeds which he hath done."
(D&C 19:3; see vs.
1-3)

(Other references include: Psalms 62:12;
Jeremiah 17:10; Ezekiel 7:8-9; Ezekiel 36:19; 1 Peter 1:17-21;
Revelation 22:11-13; 1 Nephi 15:30-36; Alma 5:14-21; Alma 41:3-10;
3 Nephi 26:4-5; 3 Nephi 27:9-17; 3 Nephi 27:25-26; D&C
137:7-10; D&C 138:57- 59)










Chapter 10
Charity: A Pure and Prefect Love


Charity, an aspect of ‘works’, is yet another
element of God’s plan for mankind which is often poorly defined by
religionists. Some define it as simply a form of love, and they do
have a good foundation for this:

"… the Lord God hath given a commandment
that all men should have charity, which charity is love…
" (2 Nephi
26:30)

"But charity is the pure love of Christ,
and it endureth forever; and whoso is found possessed of it at the
last day, it shall be well with him."
(Moroni 7:47)

"I am filled with charity, which is
everlasting love; wherefore, all children are like unto me;
wherefore, I love little children with a perfect love…
" (Moroni
8:17)

But charity, as spoken of in the scriptures,
is more than just the outward emotion of
love.

"Charity… the bond of perfectness and
peace." (D&C
88:125)

Charity also denotes action. This action,
which is literally love in action, is sometimes called
‘service’.

"Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so
fulfill the law of Christ."
(Galatians 6:2)

"The kind of religion which is without
fault in the sight of God our Father is this: to go to the help of
orphans and widows in their distress and keep oneself untarnished
by the world." (James
1:27, New English Bible)

"…thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself…" (Leviticus
19:18; Matthew 5:43, 19:19, 22:39; Mark 12:31; Luke 10:27; Romans
13:9; Galatians 5:14; 3 Nephi 12:43)

So charity, as we understand it, is a
Christ-like love for all others. Not only is it an emotion, but it
is also a vital principle of action. A modern Apostle has said of
Charity:

"Above all the attributes of godliness and
perfection, charity is the one most devoutly to be desired. Charity
is more than love, far more; it is everlasting love, perfect love,
the pure love of Christ which endureth forever. It is love so
centered in righteousness that the possessor has no aim or desire
except for the eternal welfare of his own soul and for the souls of
those around him.”
(McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, pg.
121)

Charity Is
Love

In three accounts of Christ’s mortal ministry,
we are told of a question put to Him, tempting Him: "Which is the
first commandment of all?" He answered:

"… Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the
second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself. There is none other commandment greater than
these." (Mark 12:28-31;
see also Matthew 22:34-40 and Luke
10:25-28)

In the account referred to by Matthew and
Mark, the one who asked this question
replied:

"… Master, thou hast said the truth: for
there is one God; and there is none other but he: And to love him
with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the
strength, and to love his neighbor as himself, is more than all
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.

"And when Jesus saw that he had answered
discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of
God… " (Mark 12:32-34;
See also the incident with the Rich Young Man for similar
teachings: Matthew 19:16-26, Mark 10:17-27, Luke
18:18-27.)

In the book of Luke, however, the person
questioning Christ perhaps wished to justify his lack of charity,
and asked: "… who is my neighbor?" (Luke 10:29) Christ’s reply has
become the one great, standard teaching on ‘loving thy neighbor’
found in all of written scripture:

"… A certain man went down from Jerusalem
to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his
raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And
by chance there came a certain priest that way: and when he saw
him, he passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he
was at the place, came and looked upon him, and passed by on the
other side.

"But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed,
came to where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on
him, And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and
wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and
took care of him. And on the morrow when he departed, he took out
two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care
of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, When I come again, I
will repay thee." (Luke
10:30-35)

Then the Master Teacher asked a question of
the listener:

"Which now of these three, thinkest thou,
was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He
that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou
likewise." (Luke
10:36-37)

Priests and Levites of Christ’s day supposedly
led a life of service to God and man. And yet in this
hopefully-fictitious story they turned their backs on one who
needed it most desperately. All too often each of us falls into
this trap - we feel that because we fulfill our church callings to
a sufficient level and have made our required once-a-month Home
Teaching visit, we have properly served God and man. In this story
it took a Samaritan - a man considered a religious and racial enemy
to those Christ taught - to remind the listeners of their real
duties to their fellow man.

It is important to remember that programs do
not supersede our individual actions. There may be programs and
processes in place to get us out to perform acts of charity, but
this does not stop us from helping someone in need. If we know the
old widow across the street has a flat tire on her car, we
shouldn't take all day to get hold of her home teacher so he can do
it - we should walk across the street and simply
help.

Charity Is
Service

Whenever I think of service, my mind goes
immediately to the great address of King Benjamin to his people. In
this discourse are found some of the greatest teachings on why we
should serve that I know of in the scriptures. He began by
reaffirming the fact that, although he was a king, he was no better
than any other person in the kingdom:

"I say unto you that as I have been
suffered to spend my days in your service, even up to this time,
and have not sought gold nor silver not any manner of riches of
you… And even I, myself, have labored with mine own hands that I
might serve you, and that ye should not be laden with taxes, and
that there should nothing come upon you which was grievous to be
borne - and all these things which I have spoken, ye yourselves are
witnesses this day.

"Yet, my brethren, I have not done these
things that I might boast, neither do I tell these things that
thereby I might accuse you; but I tell you these things that ye may
know that I can answer a clear conscience before God this day.
Behold, I say unto you that because I said unto you that I had
spent my days in your service, I do not desire to boast, for I had
only been in the service of God. And behold, I tell you these
things that ye may learn wisdom; that ye may learn that when ye are
in the service of your fellow beings ye are only in the service of
your God." (Mosiah
2:12-17)

Then he turned the focus of the address from
himself to the listener:

"Behold, ye have called me your king; and
if I, whom ye call your king, do labor to serve you, then ought not
ye to labor to serve one another? And behold also, if I, whom ye
call your king, who has spent his days in your service, and yet has
been in the service of God, do merit any thanks from you, O how you
ought to thank your heavenly King! I say unto you, my brethren,
that if you should render all the thanks and praise which your
whole soul has power to possess, to that God who has created you,
and has kept and preserved you, and has caused that ye should
rejoice, and has granted that ye should live in peace one with
another - I say unto you that if ye should serve him who has
created you from the beginning, and is preserving you from day to
day, by lending you breath, that ye may live and move according to
your own will, and even supporting you from one moment to another -
I say, if ye should serve him with all your whole souls yet ye
would be unprofitable servants."
(Mosiah 2:18-22)

‘What?!’ the average Christian might exclaim,
‘How could we possibly be unprofitable servants? King Benjamin
answers this very valid question by explaining that
-

"… in the first place, he hath created
you, and granted unto you your lives, for which ye are indebted
unto him. And secondly, he doth require that ye should do as he
hath commanded you; for which if ye do, he doth immediately bless
you; and therefore he hath paid you. And ye are still indebted unto
him, and are, and will be, forever and ever; therefore, of what
have ye to boast?

"And now I ask, can ye say aught of
yourselves? I answer you, Nay. Ye cannot say that ye are even as
much as the dust of the earth; yet ye were created of the dust of
the earth; but behold, it belongeth to him who created
you." (Mosiah
2:23-25)

King Benjamin was but a type, or similitude,
of Christ our King, who spent His earthly ministry serving only
others; never Himself. Can we do
otherwise?

It is interesting to note that in Hebrew the
word used for ‘charity’ does not define it as we Christians define
it. We Christians see ‘charity’ as an action we take solely towards
others. But the Hebrew word ‘tsadaq’ {tsaw-dak'} means much more –
it is the equivalent of ‘to justify’ According to STRONG’S
CONCORDANCE, it is used for five main concepts of
justification:

First - to be just;
righteous.

Second - to have a just cause; be in the
right; to be just before God; to be righteous in conduct and
character.

Third - to be put/made
right.

Fourth - make to appear righteous, make
someone righteous.

Fifth - to do/bring justice (in administering
law); to declare righteous; vindicate the cause of; save; to make
righteous, turn to righteousness.

If we combine this Christian concept of
charity with the Hebrew word from which the concept came, we learn
that ‘charity’ and ‘justification’ – as in the justification of our
salvation, redemption, and exaltation - hangs upon the actions and
activities we take in the form of charity and service to other
people.

STRONG’S CONDCORDANCE also teaches us that
‘tsadaq’ comes from the root word ‘dashen’; its literal translation
is ‘vigorous, stalwart ones’. In the Old Testament it is translated
as ‘fat’ in these three passages:

“All they that be fat upon earth shall eat
and worship: all they that go down to the dust shall bow before
him: and none can keep alive his own
soul.” (Psalms
22:29)

“They shall still bring forth fruit in old
age; they shall be fat and flourishing…”
(Psalms 92:14)

“Then shall he give the rain of thy seed,
that thou shalt sow the ground withal; and bread of the increase of
the earth, and it shall be fat and plenteous: in that day shall thy
cattle feed in large pastures.”
(Isaiah 30:23)

Could this solve the mystery of the use of the
word ‘fat’ and ‘fatness’ in the Book of
Mormon?

“Then shall the lambs feed after their
manner, and the waste places of the fat ones shall strangers
eat.” (2 Nephi
15:17)

“Wherefore, do not spend money for that
which is of no worth, nor your labor for that which cannot satisfy.
Hearken diligently unto me, and remember the words which I have
spoken; and come unto the Holy One of Israel, and feast upon that
which perisheth not, neither can be corrupted, and let your soul
delight in fatness.” (2
Nephi 9:51)

Nephi was not encouraging his people to
indulge in gluttony (as we sometimes would like to think) – he was
encouraging them to become a ‘stalwart, vigorous’ people by
justifying themselves before the Lord through their charitable
actions and activities towards others.

Charity and Eternal
Life

This gift of life is so great a blessing -
what can we do to even come close to repaying the Almighty for such
a gift? What does He require of us in
return?

"… Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with thy mind, and with
all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is
like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There
is none other commandment greater than
these." (Mark
12:28-31)

"… thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself… " (Leviticus
19:18; Matthew 5:43; See also Matthew 19:19, 22:39; Mark 12:31;
Luke 10:27; Romans 13:9; Galatians 5:14; 3 Nephi
12:43)

It is not necessarily the extent of our
knowledge or how well we fulfil our church callings by which we
will be judged, although they will certainly be considered - after
all, they are manifestations of our faith. We will instead be
judged on how well we have served God and our fellow man. Consider
the words of Christ in what has become known as the Parable of the
Sheep and the Goats. This parable describes those who will be
saved, to stand on the right hand of God. All nations will be
gathered to stand before the King, who will then divide the wicked
from the righteous:

"Then shall the King say unto them on his
right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: For I was an
hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink:
I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I
was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto
me.

"Then shall the righteous answer him,
saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee, or
thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took
thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or
in prison, and came unto thee?

"And the King shall answer and say unto
them, Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto the
least of these my brethren ye have done it unto
me." (Matthew
25:34-40)

Then the King turns to the wicked on His left
and says -

"… Depart from me, ye cursed, into
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: For I was
an hungered, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me
no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye
clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me
not.

"Then shall they also answer him, saying,
Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or
naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto
thee?

"Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one of the least of
these, ye did it not unto me.

"And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life
eternal." (Matthew
25:41-46)

I pray we will all will move with renewed
vigour to support local church welfare projects, and that we all
will be the first to sign up for service projects, and also be the
first to lend a hand in any way we see possible, whether it be to a
friend, a neighbour, a stranger, or even to an enemy - many a kind
deed has won over an enemy.

I would like to share with you a few people I
have met that are examples of people filled with
charity.

Fresh from Air Force Basic Training, I was
assigned to Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi for further
training. Sister Marie Taylor approached me my first Sunday there.
"You’re new," she said warmly. I introduced myself and she
continued. "Are you married? When will your family be coming?" I
could almost see the checklist in her mind as she mentally marked
the answers. Sister Taylor took it upon herself to assist the
married members in finding an apartment so their wife and children
could join them, and she would also find compatible families for
single members so that they would have association outside the
narrow confines of military society. After our families arrived,
she was quite literally the mother hen to the wives. Most of us
were newlyweds expecting a first child, and she would go from home
to home, being all that a mother would be. Her love and assistance
was especially helpful as children were born. Knowing that
newlyweds in the military just didn’t have much money for hiring a
babysitter and going out for the evening, she would insist on
babysitting at no charge - sometimes even chasing a couple out of
their own apartment for the evening. And rare was the evening that
she didn’t have a young family to dinner.

God bless all the Sister Taylors of the
world!

From Mississippi we were transferred to Royal
Air Force Base Mildenhall, located in Suffolk, England. We were
members of a branch of the church which, unfortunately, did not
have very good relations between members. The American members
stationed at the Air Force base were often shunned by the local
English members. But Terry Fitzpatrick, as English as England ever
made a man, could never see the sense in it all. A good description
of Brother Fitzpatrick would be that there was no one he would not
help or care about if it was in his power to do so. When Brother
Fitzpatrick came to our home as our Home Teacher, he always brought
one of two things: tools to help me fix my car or oil to bless my
family (even though our home was well-stocked with oil) - he knew
one or the other would be needed! Once, he even gave up a lunch
break to drive out to the base and help me get my car
moving.

We still remember you, Brother
Fitzpatrick!

Sister Rose Piggott of Honolulu, Hawaii, is a
woman I will never forget. One day while stationed at Hickam Air
Force Base in Honolulu, I was sick at work while my wife and
several of the children were at home as sick as I. Neither I nor
the Relief Society President could find anyone to take the children
who were well so that my wife could get some rest, and things were
getting very desperate at home. It seemed no one wanted to run the
risk of our well children bringing the sickness into their own
homes - not even those whom we had previously helped in such a way!
Sister Piggott had not been called because she worked all night as
a nurse; but somehow she heard of the dilemma and immediately came
over. With her calm, loving, Polynesian spirit, she set the
children in order, sent my wife to lay down, and took control of
the house. When my time on duty was over and I dragged my sick self
home, I found a clean home, washed and folded laundry, a clean
kitchen, and a much-relieved wife. All of this was done as she
visited with my wife, keeping her mind off the illness and the
children.

Sister Piggott, whenever we hear the word
‘Aloha’, we will always think of you.

At Scott Air Force Base in Illinois, we were
literally in a ward of Good Samaritans; so many that there wasn’t
always enough good for them to do! We had a scoutmaster who’d
helped all his own boys to the rank of Eagle and was doing the same
for everyone else’s boys. We had a family who adopted little
children who were wards of the state and loved them as tenderly and
truly as any parent could (eight little ones were in their home
when we left that ward). We had several men who spent at least two
or three days a month helping other families pack or unpack their
house for or from a move; something we do a lot of in the military.
We had men who considered themselves ‘on-call’ for whenever the LDS
chaplain at the base hospital needed someone to help him give a
priesthood blessing. (I could write pages alone on Chaplin Gurr!)
The ‘amusing’ thing was that everyone in the ward considered
themselves so fortunate to have received so much help from others
that there wasn’t enough they could do for others to make up for
the help they’d received. What a Zion community that
was!

Just one small example of this wonderful ward:
the Gurrs were one of many Air Force families evacuated from Clark
Air Force Base in the Philippines when the base was destroyed by a
reawakening volcano. Brother Gurr had been required to stay behind
to assist with the base closing, and his family arrived without him
and with not much more than what they were wearing. We had known
the Gurrs in England, and as quickly as we learned they were in
town and living in housing with no air conditioning (it was a hot,
humid summer), we loaded up our spare fans and headed over. But we
were too late; they had been on-base for two days and already had a
house full of fans brought by other ward members! They had received
loaner furniture and dishes, and they were on their way to building
wardrobes. Before Sunday came their quorum leader had come calling,
as had the Relief Society president, their youngest son’s Primary
teacher (that was me), and the youth leaders! Also, they had rides
to church on Sunday.

While stationed in Germany I was in a mobility
unit, which meant I was gone from the family sometimes for three or
four months at a time. One of those long separations was
immediately after the birth of our sixth child. Brother Brown, a
counselor in the bishopric, said nothing and claimed no verbal
rewards, but would literally take the baby from my wife and tend
him during our Sabbath meetings, despite his duties as a member of
the bishopric. He wasn’t asked to do this any more than he asked if
he could - he just did it. Brother Mitch and Sister Wendy Barlow
were two more strong arms for my wife and family to lean on during
this time. There was nothing they wouldn’t do for my family! From
being a shoulder to cry on to taking my sons on the annual
Father-Son outing while I was in Italy (five boys and all my
camping gear in the woods with a man who only had one daughter!) to
fixing a bad engine to babysitting at a moment’s notice, they were
always there.

During our assignment at the Pentagon, across
the river from Washington DC, our seventh child was born. This was
the first pregnancy in which we experienced serious complications,
and when little Joseph was born we discovered he had a genetic
defect which meant an extremely short mortality; one month of life
is the average for the genetic syndrome with which he was born. Our
Visiting Teacher, Sister Janiec, and our Relief Society President,
Sister Russell, shone through as true examples of the Relief
Society motto of ‘Charity Never Faileth’.

While my wife was in one hospital and little
Joseph was in another - separated by the Potomac River and the
horrific Washington DC traffic - Sister Janiec made sure I knew
what was happening both inside and outside my own home and with our
six older children. She organized meals and all other assistance.
At least two or three times (I don’t even know how many!) she
organized the sisters of the ward to come in and clean (and get the
children to clean) the house. When rides were needed, no matter the
time of day or night, she was there. Both these sisters laughed and
cried and mourned with us through the three-week life of our little
one, and were there to talk with and comfort us, whether on the
phone or in person - the three days my wife was in the hospital
following the birth, I was on the phone to our Visiting Teacher for
an hour in the morning and at least two hours in the evening,
letting her know current needs, finding out who she had lined up to
assist, sharing with her all of the days events, prayers, and
spiritual impressions. Somehow she was always ready with the right
spiritual advice, the Spirit guiding her.

Both these sisters were at the hospital
following the birth (one came with her husband as he was asked to
help give the child a blessing; the other was led by the Spirit to
come), for the several blessings, and to strengthen us as the final
evening and morning of little Joseph’s mortality dawned. And all
through this time they somehow ran their own homes; one of them
even home-schooling her own children!

Sisters in the Church have been amused to hear
a man refer to ‘my Visiting Teacher’ and ‘my Relief Society
president’, but it’s truer than they can imagine. Sister Russell
and Sister Janiec - there is no way we can repay all you did for us
in so short a time except to go forth and do
likewise.


Conclusion

"Let all your
things be done with charity."

"Let all you do be done in love."

"Do everything in love."

(1 Corinthians 16:14, King James Version, New English Bible, and
New International Version)










Chapter 11
Courage and Endurance for the Spiritual Race


I began my full-time missionary service in the
Language Training Mission at the Brigham Young University - Hawaii
Campus - long before the Missionary Training Center in Provo had
replaced the Language Training Missions. There, along with a host
of others, I began learning the basics of the Japanese language
prior to arriving in the mission field. Learning Japanese was (and
still is) one of the fiercest trials I have faced in my life; many
nights I cried myself to sleep over the challenge! I found
strength, however, in a story told by one of our instructors. She
told us of a picture she had seen as a missionary in Japan. It was
picture of a tree blown almost to the ground by the wind but still
holding on - it had not broken or given up. Despite the violence
waged against it, it still stood. There was but one word at the
bottom of the picture: “GANBATTE”

‘Ganbatte’ is a contraction of the verb
‘ganbaru’, which my Japanese-English dictionary defines as ‘to hold
out’, or ‘to hold firm’. I think a much better translation is found
in the slang of my pre-missionary days: ‘HANG IN THERE’. ‘Ganbatte’
was the unofficial word of farewell between missionaries in my
mission. Said from the heart, it expressed to our hearts what
‘Aloha’ does to the Hawaiian spirit and what ‘Shalom’ does to the
Hebrew heart. It took on an even deeper meaning when one of us
missionaries was discouraged and a caring member would put an arm
around our shoulder and say: “GANBATTE, CHORO, NE? MAINICHI ANATA
NI TOTE INOTEMASU.” ‘Hang in there, Elder, okay? We are praying for
you every day.’ In fact, the members in many of the wards and
branches of my mission used it as freely as we
missionaries.

I don’t know if the Apostle Paul would have
told others to ‘hang in there’ or to ‘ganbatte’, but he certainly
understood its spirit and intent when he admonished the Saints to
‘remain steadfast’, ‘run with patience the race that is set before
us’, and of course the well-known ‘endure to the end’. Consider his
words:

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus
the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down
at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him that
endureth such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be
wearied and faint in your minds.”
(Hebrews 12:1-3)

What is this race that is set before us? Like
so many similes in the scriptures, he wasn’t speaking of a sporting
event - an actual race with contestants, scorekeepers, and
galleries of spectators. In fact, this race has no spectators! All
are participants, and, just as athletes must build up ‘endurance’
or risk slowing down and not finishing the contest, so must all
followers of Christ learn to ‘endure’ against the wickedness of the
world and the temptations of Satan, that they might win the prize
of eternal life. Indeed, this ‘endurance’ is a requirement for
eternal life. Consider the words of Jesus
Christ:

“And ye shall be hated of all men for my
name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be
saved.” (Matthew 10:22;
see also Mark 13:13)

“And because iniquity shall abound, the
love of many shall wax cold. But he that shall endure unto the end,
the same shall be saved.”
(Matthew 24:12-13)

“Behold, I am the law, and the light. Look
unto me, and endure to the end, and ye shall live; for unto him
that endureth to the end will I give eternal
life.” (3 Nephi
15:9)

“And, if you keep my commandments and
endure to the end you shall have eternal life, which gift is the
greatest of all the gifts of God.”
(D&C 14:7)

“And as many as repent and are baptized in
my name, which is Jesus Christ, and endure to the end, the same
shall be saved.”
(D&C 18:22)

Keeping the
Commandments

The starting gate for this spiritual race is
baptism. In the waters of baptism we covenant to take upon us the
name of Christ, to remember Him, and to obey His commandments. Are
we then saved? Is there nothing more to do to gain eternal life?
Baptism is a commandment; it is the gateway to the straight and
narrow path that leads home to our Father in Heaven. There is still
a very long way to go, but without going through that gate, we
could never even gain the path! Once we have obeyed the command to
be baptized, we must keep all the other commandments as well. We
must love and honor God. We must not murder or covet. We must keep
the Sabbath Day holy. We must remain morally clean. We must live
the Word of Wisdom. We must keep all other covenants and
commandments which the Lord has, does, and will yet
reveal.

‘What?’ one may ask; ‘how long must we do
this? A week? A month? A year? How long does it take to convince
the Lord that we love him and are willing to follow Him? ‘Endure to
the End’ - but to the end of what?’

The government that granted me a license to
drive an automobile requires me to renew that license every four
years, at which time I must present myself and, in a sense, be
judged. By using the laws and regulations which govern the right to
operate a motor vehicle, a representative of the government judges
whether or not I am worthy to continue driving. If I drove well
only the first year, after which I failed to obey the regulations
and hence received numerous negative citations, I would be deemed
unfit and a new license would be refused. The same would happen if
I drove well for three and a half years, only to fail in the last
six months. The first three and a half, the vast majority of the
time, would count for nothing as only the end condition would prove
me fit to drive.

So it is with our baptismal covenants - they
are not to be lived for a year or a decade - they are to be lived
for a lifetime. We must endure to the end of our mortal life!
That’s when we’ll stand before the Judgment Seat to be judged. The
resurrected Christ told his disciples in the New World that
-

“… whoso repenteth and is baptized in my
name shall be filled; and if he endureth to the end, behold, him
will I hold guiltless before my Father at that day when I shall
stand to judge the world. And he that endureth not unto the end,
the same is he that is also hewn down and cast into the fire, from
whence they can no more return, because of the justice of the
Father.” (3 Nephi
27:16-17)

Resisting
Temptation

Temptation is a very real thing - any one who
doesn’t think so hasn’t really been tempted and had better be ready
to learn otherwise! Temptation is part of the Father’s plan in
which we prove ourselves in His eyes. It is through being tempted,
or put through ‘the refiner’s fire’, as one ancient prophet put it
(Malachi 3:2), that we are refined and our true nature is made
known. Consider again the words of Paul:

“Every man’s work shall be made manifest:
for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire
(temptation and endurance); and the fire shall try every man’s work
of what sort it is.” (1
Corinthians 3:13; comment by author.)

Giving in to temptation can bring about our
spiritual downfall. It can bring discouragement, self-doubt, and a
desire to give up the race. But, resisting temptation will bring
about our salvation. We can conquer temptation! Christ and His
gospel rules the heart of a true Christian, and because of this we
have a way to endure Satan’s attacks and reign as
conquerors.

We must not let temptation lead to
discouragement! It is instead a time for growing; a time to prove
to the Lord we can and will follow Him! Just before I left on my
mission, there was a very popular song that expressed the thought
that it was the laughter - the good times - that we’ll remember;
not the hard, difficult times. But at one mission conference a
visiting general authority corrected this. He told us it was the
heartache, the pain, the trials, and the tears we would remember
and cherish, for these are what preceded the truly great
accomplishments of our life. He said we would look back at our
missions and at our life in general and it would be the hard times
that we would think of fondly, for through them we would grow and
develop into the man or woman we would become. I think of this
general authority and what he said each time I read this passage by
the Apostle Peter:

“Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now
for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much more precious
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be
found into praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ… ” (1 Peter
1:5-7)

The Apostle Paul also spoke of the “joy that
was set before him” for which Christ endured the cross, and for
which we will all endure the temptations set before us (see Hebrews
12:2). This ‘joy’ is nothing more or less than the rewards of
Eternal Life we will receive.

“Blessed is the man that endureth
temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of
life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love
him.” (James
1:12)

“Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have
spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering
affliction, and of patience. Behold, we count them happy which
endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end
of the Lord; the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender
mercy.” (James
5:10-11)

Others have translated verse eleven
as:

“You have all heard how Job stood firm,
and you have seen how the Lord treated him in the end. For the Lord
is full of pity and compassion.”
(New English Bible)

“… You have heard of the perseverance of
Job and seen the end intended by the Lord (meaning the intended
reward) - that the Lord is very compassionate and
merciful.” (New King
James Version; comment by author)

In other scriptures we
read:

“… O that thou mightest be like unto this
river, continually running unto the fountain of all
righteousness! … O that thou mightest be like unto this
valley, firm and steadfast, and immovable in keeping the
commandments of the Lord!”
(1 Nephi 2:9-10)

“… I would that ye should be steadfast and
immovable, always abounding in good works, that Christ, the Lord
God Omnipotent, may seal you his… ”
(Mosiah 5:15)

Faith and Hope Bring
Courage

"Be of good courage, and he shall
strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the
LORD." (Psalms
31:24)

In the midst of the Great Depression,
then-Elder David O. McKay spoke of the moral value so needed in all
Christian hearts - that moral value born of Faith and
Hope:

"We need courage to enter into those new
realms; we need courage to meet our present situations and
conditions, and that is why I have chosen the text, 'Be of good
courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in
the Lord.'"

"In this promise are two principles that
should be cherished by every truly religious man and courage. What
is implied in this text?

"We know with assurance that the Lord is
keeping faith with his people; therefore, let none despair, but
take courage and their hope shall not be in vain. Faith in God,
trust, confidence in our fellowmen, the courage of our convictions,
will enable us eventually to achieve any righteous cause. Courage
is that quality of the mind which meets danger or opposition with
calmness and firmness, which enables a man to face difficulties
that lie in his pathway to righteous
achievement…

"Another way in which we can manifest true
courage, and thus bring the blessing of God upon us, is in the
faithful performance of duty. This is one of the best ways for a
Latter-day Saint to keep his soul sweet. No matter where, let him
perform his duty honestly,
conscientiously…

"Courage to maintain our ideals is another
field in which we can manifest courage, and merit the approval of
God in whom we trust. These are times when men should keep their
heads, and not be swept from their moorings by every
will-o'-the-wisp theory that is offered as a panacea of our present
ills. The times call for courageous youth to hold aloft the moral
standard. In that field we can find the truest moral courage. It is
said that heroism is concentrated courage. Well our greatest heroes
are not always found on the battle field. I think we find them also
among our youth. Young men and young women who, when put in social
groups, will stand up fearlessly and denounce those things which we
know sap the character, the very life energy of youth. "Never was
there a time in the history of the world," says Mark Hopkins, "when
moral heroes were more needed. The world waits for such. The
providence of God has commanded science to labor and prepare the
way for such. For them she is laying her iron tracks, and
stretching her wires, and bridging the oceans. But where are they?
Who shall breathe into our civil and political relations the breath
of a higher life?" "The most important thing in the world," says a
great scientist, "is not the discovery of Galileo, Faraday, and
others, but a belief in the reality of moral and spiritual values."
I appeal to youth to be courageous in maintaining the moral and
spiritual values of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. After all, "What is
a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul?"

"With faith in an over-ruling power, in
the personal, intimate protection of our Father—and we like to
consider him such, a loving Father—let us face our difficulties
with courage…

"Be Strong! It matters not how deep
entrenched the wrong, How hard the battle goes, the day, how long.
Faint not, fight on! Tomorrow Comes the
song.” (President David
O. McKay, April 1936 LDS General
Conference)

Standing Against Persecution and
Adversity

After enduring persecution and untold pain
with the other Saints in Missouri, the prophet Joseph Smith and
others were confined to jail in Liberty, Missouri. There they
remained, helpless to assist the Saints, while the world mocked and
tormented them and drove them from their homes. He was ill-treated
and abused during this period; few were the times discouragement
must have weighed so heavily on the young prophet. Consider the
words of the Savior to Joseph during this
time:

“My son, peace by unto thy soul; thine
adversity and thine afflictions shall be but a small moment; And
then, if thou endure it well, God shall exalt thee on high; thou
shalt triumph over all thy foes.”
(D&C 121:7-8)

‘Persecution and Adversity?’ you ask, ‘But
we’re not persecuted anymore! We’re not driven out of our homes,
beaten and in rags! Christians aren’t fed to the lions in the
arenas, coliseums, and stadiums of today! How then are we
persecuted?’ Let’s consider a few of the ‘arenas’ in which the
lions still rage.

In the arenas of ‘Intellectualism’ and
‘Worldly Knowledge’ we are turned from God and His teachings to
what the ‘World’ tells us is ‘the truth’ for today. In this arena
we turn our backs on what God says is the eternal role of man and
woman and embrace instead the ‘modern’ concepts taught by those who
don’t follow God or His righteousness. We turn from infinite
knowledge received through the Holy Ghost and rely instead on the
finite thoughts of man. The scriptures are forsaken, men and women
thinking these sacred books are sayings for another day and don’t
apply today - that they are intellectually immature when compare to
the so-called wisdom of today’s thinkers.

In the arenas of ‘Self-Indulgence’ and
‘Gratification’ we are turned from the gospel to the philosophy
that we need to satisfy our needs and desires instead of
controlling and mastering them. Our minds become centered on the
physical and social desires instead of the spiritual. All thoughts
of charity flee as we center our lives on what can get for
ourselves instead of how we can serve our God and our fellow
beings. We covet our neighbor’s property as we fight to acquire
more. We leave chastity behind as we degrade that which is most
sacred into an animalistic perversion of which only murder is more
condemning to our salvation.

Perhaps the greatest, most deadly and
bloodstained arena of all - that which has seen the death of more
of God’s children than any arena built of wood or stone; that which
seems to be the entry to nearly all other ‘arenas’ - the arena of
‘Peer Pressure’. The youth in the church are forever being
bombarded with the thought that peer pressure may, if they let it,
lead them away from the Gospel Path. I want the youth of the church
to know it is as true of adults falling away from the gospel as it
is with youth! The only difference is adults tend to call it other
things. Youth may call it ‘fitting in’, and adults may call it
‘social conformity’ or ‘getting along’, but whatever it is called,
it is still temptation.

In today’s world, it is vitally important to
‘fit in’, to ‘conform to the normal’ (whatever normal may be), or
to ‘be one of the group’. Youth doesn’t hold a monopoly on this! If
anything, it gets harder once a person enters the workforce and
must earn a living to sustain a family - often it seems that one’s
job and career solely depends on social acceptance, including
whether one will drink and party with ones’ fellow workers. It
appears that if you don’t share the same filthy thoughts and
stories as those you work with, you consider yourself ‘different’,
and are a threat to the ‘team spirit’ of the group. This is
persecution and adversity in their most obvious
forms!

Most people don’t put such pressure on another
person knowingly. It takes you, as a person trying to live the
gospel standards, to explain in a friendly way that such things do
not, by your own choice, fit into your lifestyle. The majority of
the world will respect your right to live your standards. They may
disagree and will often tell you so, but that is their right. They
will make sure you know not to expect them to follow your
lifestyle, and indeed they won’t, but they will usually respect
your way of life. Once they know you don’t drink alcohol, they will
make sure you know beforehand that a party they’ve invited you to
will have such drinks served and that soft drinks or juices are
hiding in the refrigerator. They will make sure you are set at a
table where cigarette smoke won’t be a part of your dinner. They
will make sure the off-colored jokes aren’t told while you are
within hearing range. The key to this is letting them know you live
such standards by choice - you don’t say “I can’t… ” - this tells
them that someone has slapped your hand and said “don’t you do
this… !” They need to know that you have set such standards for
yourself by choice; that you live such standards because you want
to!

I remember a story told about the Osmond
family when they were in the height of fame in the music industry.
They were invited to a party being hosted by another very famous
singer-performer, and they had every intention of attending. But
when the host heard from another the standards the Osmonds lived
by, he personally called them and told them that alcohol and drugs
were to be the main feature of the party and that he would withdraw
the invitation at their request. He didn’t do this to insult them,
but out of respect of their standards - knowing it would be wrong
for them to attend such a gathering.

Let us note here that respecting personal
standards is a two-edged sword. We can’t expect respect and then
turn around and persecute others for not living our standards. We
are commanded to let our light shine, but not to put a light under
others to burn them! Once they see that you can have fun and enjoy
a party without compromising your standards - that you can be a
hard-working and friendly co-worker, and that your company can be
as enjoyable as anyone else’s - you and your standards will be
accepted, or at least tolerated. And, more often than not, others
will begin to see that your standards are worth
following.

There are those, however, who will go out of
their way to make your life miserable until you conform to their
standards, and usually these standards are nowhere close to gospel
standards. I worked with a young man once who, when he found out
that I was a Latter-Day Saint, told me about a friend of his that
had also been a Latter-Day Saint. “He was going to be a
missionary,” he told me, “He wouldn’t drink or smoke and was saving
himself for marriage and everything. But we wore him down!” What a
thing to be proud of!

These people, if their presence is
inescapable, must be endured; there is no other word for it. Most
often, we can tolerate them while setting a good example through
our own standards. These are the people who must see we live such
standards because we want to and not because we have to. There is,
however, the opportunity to turn our spiritual back on many of
these persons and the influence they attempt to put over our
thoughts and actions. “… Choose you this day whom ye will serve,”
proclaimed Joshua (Joshua 24:14-25). “No man can serve two
masters,” the Savior reminded mankind; “Ye cannot serve God and
mammon.” (See Matthew 6:24.) Herein do the false gods of Peer Group
and Popularity take their unholy toll among youth and adult alike!
The desire to be accepted and popular among the various groups with
which we come in contact often overwhelms our desire to follow God
and all that is righteous; the ‘here’ and ‘now’ often forces to the
back of our mind thoughts of ‘tomorrow’ and
‘eternity’.

The hand of friendship and caring must be
eternally extended by those who follow God and Christ. But when
that hand is continually belittled, laughed at, spoken evil of,
spit upon, and even bloodied, the time comes that to save ourselves
it must be withdrawn. All is done to ensure that ample opportunity
is given to the receiver to share in the offered light and
knowledge, but the offer must stop short of the giver giving up
light for darkness. Such has been the situation among God’s
children in all ages and at all times. The choice to sever a
friendship is painful; perhaps one of the most painful choice we
have to make. But in the quiet solace that follows comes a calming
reassurance from our Heavenly Father that our decision was right;
that He is there, loving and guiding us. As we seek out new and
even existing friends whose influence is that which supports our
commitments to our Heavenly Father, we find eternal companions -
friendships with the potential of lasting into the
eternities.

The arenamaster in the trial of our faith is
none other than Satan himself. He’s staged and witnessed countless
battles throughout history and knows in a single glance which of
his gladiators to send against us as well as which weapons they
should use. We can’t win these fights alone, nor does God intend
for us to do so! As we keep His commandments and stay close to His
Spirit, He will help us fight the battle and we will remain
victorious.

There will be times we and our beliefs are
challenged and persecuted. Those who follow the Lord in every age
have been so tested; it’s simply a fact of life. We must endure and
resist such persecution to remain faithful to Christ - if we do we
will, like those of other ages, win the prize of Eternal
Life.

“But blessed are they who are faithful and
endure, whether in life or in death, for they shall inherit eternal
life.” (D&C
50:5)

“Nevertheless, he that endureth in faith
and doeth my will, the same shall overcome, and shall receive an
inheritance upon the earth when the day of transfiguration shall
come… ” (D&C
63:20)

“He that is faithful and endureth shall
overcome the world.”
(D&C 63:47)

“For even the kingdom is yours, and shall
be forever, if you fall not from your steadfastness…
” (D&C
82:24)

The scriptures tell us also that ALL may be
saved through endurance. As with any gospel principle this too must
be obeyed without respect to person.

“That as many as would believe and be
baptized in his holy name, and endure in faith to the end, should
be saved - Not only those who believed after he came in the
meridian of time, in the flesh, but all those from the beginning,
even as many as were before he came, who believed in the words of
the holy prophets, who spake as they were inspired by the gift of
the Holy Ghost, who truly testified of him in all things, should
have eternal life, As well as those who should come after, who
should believe in the gifts and callings of God by the Holy Ghost,
which beareth record of the Father and of the Son; Which Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost are one God, infinite and eternal, without end.
Amen.

“And we know that all men must repent and
believe on the name of Jesus Christ, and worship the Father in his
name, and endure in faith on his name to the end, or they cannot be
saved in the kingdom of God. And we know that justification through
the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is just and true; And
we know also, that sanctification through the grace of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ is just and true, to all those who love and
serve God with all their mights, minds, and strength. That as many
as would believe and be baptized in his holy name, and endure in
faith to the end, should be saved - Not only those who believed
after he came in the meridian of time, in the flesh, but all those
from the beginning, even as many as were before he came, who
believed in the words of the holy prophets, who spake as they were
inspired by the gift of the Holy Ghost, who truly testified of in
all things, would have eternal life, As well as those who should
come after… ” (D&C
20:25-31)

We must all live the gospel standards. We must
all endure and resist temptations and persecutions. If we do so, we
will be blessed with all the blessings our Heavenly Father can give
us. Let us consider the testimony of
Nephi:

“… He that endureth to the end, the same
shall be saved. And now, my beloved brethren, I know by this that
unless a man shall endure to the end, in following the example of
the Son of the living God, he cannot be saved. Wherefore, do the
things which I have told you I have seen that your Lord and your
Redeemer should do; for, for this cause have they been shown unto
me, that ye might know the gate by which ye should enter. For the
gate by which ye should enter is repentance and baptism by water;
and then cometh a remission of your sins by fire and by the Holy
Ghost. And then are ye in this strait and narrow path which leads
to eternal life; yea, ye have entered in by the gate; ye have done
according to the commandments of the Father and the Son; and ye
have received the Holy Ghost, which witnesses of the Father and the
Son, unto the fulfilling of the promise which he hath made, that if
ye entered in by the way ye should
receive.

“And now, my beloved brethren, after ye
have gotten into this strait and narrow path, I would ask if all is
done? Behold, I say unto you, Nay; for ye have not come thus far
save it were by the word of Christ with unshaken faith in him,
relying wholly upon the merits of him who is mighty to
save.

“Wherefore, ye must press forward with a
steadfastness in Christ, having a perfect brightness of hope, and a
love of God and of all men. Wherefore, if ye shall press forward,
feasting upon the word of Christ, and endure to the end, behold,
thus saith the Father: Ye shall have eternal
life.

“And now, behold, my beloved brethren,
this is the way; and there is none other way nor name given under
heaven whereby man can be saved in the kingdom of God. And now,
behold, this is the doctrine of Christ, and the only and true
doctrine of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,
which is one God without end. Amen.”
(2 Nephi 31:15-21)










Part 5

Other Chords








Chapter 12
Faith, Hope, and Charity


Now we will briefly explore yet another gospel
chord; one which follows immediately on the heels of the one we
have already studied. It is similar in composition to the first; it
even uses some of the same notes.

The concept of ‘Faith, Grace, and Works’ is
often identified by Christians as somehow ‘passive’ concepts which
save us - they are concepts about which we must have some sort of
belief, but for some mysterious reason do nothing more about! This
next chord, ‘Faith, Hope, and Charity’, however, denotes activity
in the minds of most - it conveys the idea that we must not only
believe but how we must act upon that belief as
well.

But, you say, each of these notes have been
discussed already! What more can be said? Yes, we have discussed
the notes, but we have not yet studied them as a single beautiful
chord - this is the intent of this
chapter.

Just as with Faith, Grace, and Works, there
are various clues as to how these three new attributes fit
together. One such clue is found in the teachings of
Alma:

“And see that ye have faith, hope, and
charity, and then ye will always abound in good
works.” (Alma
7:24)

Another by Moroni:

“… by faith all things are fulfilled.
Wherefore, whoso believeth in (or, has faith in) God might with
surety hope for a better world, yea, even a place at the right hand
of God, which hope cometh of faith, maketh an anchor to the souls
of men, which would make them sure and steadfast, always abounding
in good works, being led to glorify God.”
(Ether 12:3-4, comment by
author.)

When describing the attributes needed to
qualify for the work of the ministry, the Lord told Joseph Smith
that -

“… faith, hope, charity, and love, with an
eye single to the glory of God, qualify him for the
ministry.” (D&C
4:5)

To Oliver Cowdery:

“… Be patient; be sober; be temperate;
have patience, faith, hope, and charity.”
(D&C 6:19)

To Joseph Knight,
Sr.:

“And no one can assist in this work except
he shall be humble and full of love, having faith, hope, and
charity, being temperate in all things, whatsoever shall be
entrusted to his care.”
(D&C 12:8)

To Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery and David
Whitmer He said that -

“… if you have not faith, hope, and
charity, you can do nothing.”
(D&C 18:19)

Undoubtedly the most comprehensive discourses
harmonizing the principles of Faith, Hope, and Charity are found in
the various writings of Nephite prophet Moroni. First, we turn to
the Book of Ether:

“Behold, I will show unto the Gentiles
their weakness, and I will show unto them that faith, hope, and
charity bringeth unto me - the fountain of all
righteousness.

“And I, Moroni, having heard these words,
was comforted, and said: O Lord, thy righteous will be done, for I
know that thou workest unto the children of men according to their
faith; For the brother of Jared said unto the mountain Zerin,
Remove - and it was removed. And if he had not had faith it would
mot have moved; wherefore thou workest after men have faith. “For
thus didst thou manifest thyself unto thy disciples (meaning His
Nephite disciples); for after they had faith, and did speak in thy
name, thou didst show thyself unto them in great power. And I also
remember that thou hast said that thou hast prepared a house for
man, yea, even among the mansions of thy Father, in which man might
have a more excellent hope; wherefore man must hope, or he cannot
receive an inheritance in the place which thou hast
prepared.” (Ether
12:28-32, note added.)

He continues, giving yet another definition of
charity:

“And again, I remember that thou hast said
that thou hast loved the world, even unto the laying down of thy
life for the world, that thou mightest take it again to prepare a
place for the children of men. And now I know that this love which
thou hast had for the children of men is charity; wherefore, except
men shall have charity they cannot inherit that place which thou
hast prepared in the mansions of thy Father. Wherefore, I know by
this thing which thou hast said, that if the Gentiles have not
charity, because of our weakness, that thou wilt prove them, and
take away their talent, yea, even that which they have received,
and give unto them who shall have more
abundantly.

“And it came to pass that I prayed unto
the Lord that he would give unto the Gentiles grace, that they
might have charity.”
(Ether 12:33-37)

Next, we find the following in the book
bearing his own name:

“Wherefore, there must be faith; and if
there must be faith there must also be hope; and if there must be
hope there must also be charity. And except ye have charity ye can
in nowise be saved in the kingdom of God; neither can ye if ye have
no hope. And if ye have no hope ye must needs be in despair; and
despair cometh because of iniquity. And Christ truly said unto our
fathers: If ye have faith ye can do all things which are expedient
unto me. And now I speak unto all the ends of the earth - that if
the day cometh that the power and gifts of God shall be done away
among you, it shall be because of
unbelief.” (Moroni
10:20-25)

Faith – the First
Step

But perhaps the greatest single discourse on
Faith, Hope, and Charity contained in all the holy writings was
given by Moroni’s father - the prophet Mormon. It was a discourse
he’d given “unto the people, as he taught them in the synagogue
which they had built for the place of worship” (Moroni 7:1) and was
wisely quoted by Moroni for the benefit of the present-day reader.
After teaching the people how to distinguish good from evil and
that good is of God while evil is of Satan, he launches into the
subject of faith:

“And now I come to that faith, of which I
said I would speak; and I will tell you whereby ye may lay hold on
every good thing. For behold, God knowing all things, being from
everlasting to everlasting, behold, he sent angels to minister unto
the children of men, to make manifest concerning the coming of
Christ; and in Christ there should come every good thing. And God
also declared unto prophets, by his own mouth, that Christ should
come.

“And behold, there were divers ways that
he did manifest things unto the children of men, which were good;
and all things which are good cometh of Christ; otherwise men were
fallen, and there could no good thing come unto them. Wherefore, by
the ministering of angels, and by every word which proceeded forth
out of the mouth of God, men began to exercise faith in Christ; and
thus by faith, they did lay hold upon every good thing; and thus it
was until the coming of Christ. And after that he came men also
were saved by faith in his name; and by faith, they become the sons
of God. And as surely as Christ liveth he spake these words unto
our fathers, saying: Whatsoever thing ye shall ask the Father in my
name, which is good, in faith believing that ye shall receive,
behold, it shall be done unto you.

“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, have
miracles ceased because Christ has ascended into heaven, and hath
sat down on the right hand of God, to claim of the Father his
rights of mercy which he hath upon the children of men? For he hath
answered the ends of the law, and he claimeth all those who have
faith in him; and they who have faith in him will cleave unto every
good thing; wherefore he advocateth the cause of the children of
men; and he dwelleth eternally in the
heavens.

“And because he hath done this, my beloved
brethren, have miracles ceased? Behold I say unto you, Nay; neither
have angels ceased to minister unto the children of men. For
behold, they are subject to him, to minister according to the word
of his command, showing themselves unto them of strong faith and a
firm mind in every form of godliness. And the office of their
ministry is to call men unto repentance, and to fulfill and to do
the work of the covenants of the Father, which he hath made unto
the children of men, to prepare the way among the children of men,
by declaring the word of Christ unto the chosen vessels of the
Lord, that they may bear testimony of him. And by so doing, the
Lord God prepareth the way that the residue of men may have faith
in Christ, that the Holy Ghost may have place in their hearts,
according to the power thereof; and after this manner bringeth to
pass the Father, the covenants which he hath made unto the children
of man.

“And Christ hath said: If ye will have
faith in me ye shall have power to do whatsoever thing is expedient
in me. And he hath said: Repent all ye ends of the earth, and come
unto me, and be baptized in my name, and have faith in me, that ye
may be saved.

“And now, my beloved brethren if this be
the case that these things are true which I have spoken unto you,
and God will show unto you, with power and great glory at the last
day, that they are true, and if the are true has the day of
miracles ceased? Or have angels ceased to appear unto the children
of men? Or has he withheld the power of the Holy Ghost from them?
Or will he, so long as time shall last, or the earth shall stand,
or there shall be one man upon the face thereof to be
saved?

“Behold I say unto you, Nay; for it is by
faith that miracles are wrought; and it is by faith that angels
appear and minister unto men; wherefore, if these things have
ceased wo be unto the children of men, for it is because of
unbelief, and all is vain. For no man can be saved, according to
the words of Christ, save they shall have faith in his name;
wherefore, if these things have ceased, then has faith ceased also;
and awful is the state of man, for they are as though there had
been no redemption made.

“But behold, my beloved brethren, I judge
better things of you, for I judge that ye have faith in Christ
because of your meekness; for if ye have not faith in him then ye
are not fit to be numbered among the people of his
church.” (Moroni
7:21-39)

By faith we will have the power to do whatever
is expedient. By faith the Holy Ghost will have a place in our
hearts. By faith angels will appear and minister unto mankind. By
faith we ask in Christ’s name for that which is good and we will
receive. By faith in His name we gain
salvation!

From Faith to
Hope

The discourse
continues:

“And again my beloved brethren, I would
speak unto you concerning hope. How is it that ye can attain unto
faith, save ye shall have hope? And what is it that ye shall hope
for? Behold I say unto you that ye shall have hope through the
atonement of Christ and the power of his resurrection, to be raised
unto life eternal, and this because of your faith in him, according
to the promise.

“Wherefore, if a man have faith he must
needs have hope; for without faith there cannot be any hope. And
again, behold I say unto you that he cannot have faith and hope,
save he be meek and lowly of heart. If so, his faith and hope is
vain, for none is acceptable before God, save the meek and lowly;
and if a man be meek and lowly in heart, and confess by the power
of the Holy Ghost that Jesus is the Christ, he must have charity;
for if he have not charity he is nothing; wherefore he must needs
have charity.” (Moroni
7:40-44)

Charity – the Final
Note

As we have read, Charity follows fast on the
heels of Faith and Hope - Charity is the physical manifestation and
proof of our Faith and Hope. Mormon begins by describing the
characteristics of charity; his words so similar to the teachings
of the Apostle Paul that the humble reader has to wonder if there
were once an Old Testament source we no longer
posses:

“And charity suffereth long, and is kind;
and envieth not, and is not puffed up, seeketh not her own, is not
easily provoked, thinketh no evil, and rejoiceth not in iniquity
but rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all things, believeth all
things, endureth all things.”
(Moroni 7:45)

He continues with the importance of
charity:

“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, if ye
have not charity, ye are nothing, for charity never faileth.
Wherefore, cleave unto charity, which is the greatest of all, for
all things must fail - But charity is the pure love of Christ, and
endureth forever; and whoso is found possessed of it at the last
day, it shall be well with him.

“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray unto
the Father with all energy of heart, that ye may be filled with
this love, which he hath bestowed upon all who are true followers
of his Son, Jesus Christ; that ye may become the sons of God; that
when he shall appear we shall be like him, for we shall see him as
he is; that we may have this hope; that we may be purified even as
he is pure. Amen."
(Moroni 7:46-48)

How do we become as perfect as the Father?
Through faith in God and in Jesus Christ, through Hope in Christ
and His atoning sacrifice He made in our behalf, and through
developing the godly attribute of Charity.










Chapter 13
Obedience, Justification, and Sanctification


The gospel in its plainness and beauty was
taught to both Adam and Eve before and after their expulsion from
the Garden of Eden. They were even baptized! On the occasion of
their baptism, the Lord taught them many important principles,
including Free Agency, the Atonement, and how to gain Salvation. He
also commanded them to teach their children these
things.

“Therefore, I give you a commandment, to
teach these things freely unto your children, saying: That by
reason of transgression cometh the fall, which fall bringeth death,
and inasmuch as ye were born into the world by water, and blood,
and the spirit, which I have made, and so become of dust a living
soul, even so ye must be born again into the kingdom of heaven, of
water, and of the Spirit, and be cleansed by blood, even the blood
of mine Only Begotten; that ye might be sanctified from all sin,
and enjoy the words of eternal life in this world, and eternal life
in the world to come, even immortal glory; For by the water ye keep
the commandment; by the Spirit ye are justified, and by the blood
ye are sanctified…

“And now, behold, I say unto you: This is
the plan of salvation unto all men, through the blood of mine Only
Begotten who shall come in the meridian of
time.” (Moses
6:59-60,61; Genesis 6:61-63,65, Inspired
Version)

By water we keep the commandments (we are
obedient), by the Spirit we’re justified, and by the blood we’re
sanctified. This is a concept that would truly puzzle many
Christians! But to the humble seeker who realizes the path to
heaven is not contained in a single concept, there is no confusion.
They realize these are but steps in becoming like our Father in
Heaven.

By the Water We're
Obedient

“OBEDIENCE is the first law of heaven, the
cornerstone upon which all righteousness and progression rest. It
consists in compliance with divine law, in conformity to the mind
and will of Deity, and in complete subjection to God and his
commands. To obey gospel law is to yield obedience to the Lord, to
execute the commands of and be ruled by him whose we
are.” (McConkie, Mormon
Doctrine, pg. 539)

Two great things occurred in conjunction with
the creation of this earth: First, God gave laws (or
‘commandments’) so that His spirit children would have a guide to
follow and learn from in becoming like Him. Next, these spirit
children were given agency to act for themselves - “Free Agency” -
to obey or disobey, thus proving whether they are worthy of all the
Father has (see Abraham 3:24-26).

One great purpose of this mortal life is to
test our obedience to our Heavenly Father.

Baptism is the gateway to eternal life; it
puts us on the path that will lead us back to our Heavenly Father.
It is the ‘sign’ God has ordained for use by His children to
signify that they are willing to follow and obey Him. Without this
simple expression of our faith, all other actions we take to put
our life in compliance with Deity are in
vain.

The symbolism of the act of baptism is
important to understand. We are ‘buried’ unto death, meaning that
the ‘old’ person is now dead; the person that sinned and
disregarded the word of God is no more. As we rise up out of the
water - as we are ‘reborn’ - we become a new creature; we are a
creature clean from the sins of the world and willing to follow God
in all things. Consider the words of Paul to the
Romans:

“… How shall we, that are dead to sin,
live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of us are
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism unto death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted
together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the
likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is
crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead (to sin) is
freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we
shall also live with him: Knowing that Christ being raised from the
dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. For in
that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he
liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our
Lord.” (Romans 6:2-11;
note added is the Inspired Version.)

Baptism is the sign, or symbol, which shows we
are willing to follow God. Following our baptism, we must live our
life in compliance with His laws. If we do, we’ll receive the
promised blessings. If we don’t, we’ll not only receive no
blessings, but we’ll receive any promised
punishment:

“There is a law, irrevocably decreed in
heaven before the foundation of this world, upon which all
blessings are predicated - And when we obtain any blessing from
God, it is by obedience to that law upon which it is
predicated.” (D&C
130:20-21)

Justified by the
Spirit

Imagine you’re standing before the great
judgment bar of God. Your life is passing before you as you prepare
for judgment. Finally it’s your turn, and you step up to the table
where the books are opened and you are judged. You know you’ll be
judged by the actions you took while in mortality. You realize
there is no way you could possibly pay the massive debt
transgression, sin, and mistakes have brought upon you, and you are
grateful beyond words for Christ’s
atonement.

Christ is there, acting as mediator between
God and man:

“For there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus…
” (1 Timothy
2:5)

“Wherefore he is able also to save them to
the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to
make intercession for them.”
(Hebrews 7:25)

“… he shall make intercession for all the
children of man; and they that believe in him shall be
saved.” (2 Nephi 2:9;
see also vs. 10)

“… giving the Son power to make
intercession for the children of men… ”
(Mosiah 15:8)

“… Even as many as have believed in my
name, for I am Christ, and in mine own name, by the virtue of the
blood which I have spilt, have I pleaded before the Father for
them.” (D&C
38:4)

Christ will, if you’re worthy, testify that He
has in fact taken upon Himself the debt to God you could not pay
alone. The judge will then nod and turn judgment of your case over
to Christ - he who has bought you with a price and has set the
terms for repayment. Now He is your judge - He will determine
whether or not you are worthy of His
grace.

“I need a witness that you have been faithful
to the terms I have set,” Christ may say, “I need evidence to
justify the price I have paid in your behalf.” You know that you
have lived according to Christ’s commands; that your actions give
adequate grounds for Christ to consider the debt paid; that your
actions justify His atonement on your behalf. But your word alone
won’t be enough. Again the books may be opened - the books which
the Apostle John saw in which the dead, great and small, will be
judged according to the things that are written in the books -
according to their works while in mortality. (See Revelation
20:21-22).

One more witness will step forward. The Holy
Ghost will testify of the acts that he has approved of as being
righteous and eternal - these are the acts that he has ratified, or
‘sealed’:

“An act that is sealed by the Holy Ghost
is one that is sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise, or in other
words, ratified and approved by the Holy Ghost. This law of
justification is the provision the Lord has placed in the gospel to
assure that no unrighteous performance will be binding on earth and
heaven, and that no person will add to his position or glory in the
hereafter by gaining an unearned
blessing.” (McConkie,
Mormon Doctrine, pg. 408)

Thus our justification before God is twofold:
First, our salvation will be justified by the grace, mercy, love,
and goodness of God - to be specific, it will be through the
atonement of Jesus Christ. His suffering to pay the price for our
sins will justify the fact that the punishment for those sins has
been dealt with.

Secondly, our salvation will be justified
through the faith we have and the actions we take based on that
faith in meeting the terms Christ has set in order for His
atonement to take effect in our life. Our salvation will depend on
our obedience to the commandments - not to our ‘faith without
works’, but to our ‘faith with works’.

Sanctified by the
Blood

The goal of all righteous men and women in all
ages has been and will be to become pure and free from the sins of
this world. Helaman tells us of such persons in his day; that they
-

“… did fast and pray oft, and did wax
stronger and stronger in their humility, and firmer and firmer in
the faith of Christ, unto the filling their souls with joy and
consolation, yea, even to the purifying and the sanctification of
their hearts, which sanctification cometh because of their yielding
their hearts unto God.”
(Helaman 3:35)

Two modern men of God have explained this
process of sanctification:

“… it consists of overcoming every sin and
bringing all into subjection to the law of Christ. God has placed
in us a pure spirit; when this reigns predominant, without let or
hindrance, and triumphs over the flesh and rules and governs and
controls as the Lord controls the heavens and the earth, this I
call the blessing of sanctification… ”
(Brigham Young, JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES, 10:173;
quoted from DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS STUDENT MANUAL, Salt Lake: The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (1981), pg.
41)

“To be SANCTIFIED is to become clean,
pure, and spotless; to be free from the blood and sins of the
world; to become a new creature of the Holy Ghost, one whose body
has been renewed by the rebirth of the Spirit. SANCTIFICATION is a
state of saintliness, a state attained only by conformity to the
laws and ordinances of the gospel.”
(McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, pg.
675)”

The command recorded in the scriptures is to
“sanctify the Lord God in your hearts” (1 Peter 3:15); to “purge
yourself of sin” (D&C 43:11). If we do this we become a pure
vessel, “meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto every good
work” (2 Timothy 2:21).

Two things are needed before the Holy Ghost
can enter into us and make us into a new creature. First, we must
obey the law of Christ. By our obedience we prove to Deity that we
are striving to become holy beings. Secondly, as we are worthy we
receive the blessings of the atoning sacrifice of Christ - His
Grace will make us holy.

After we have obeyed the commandments and
received a measure of grace into our lives, God our Eternal Father
can, through His servant the Holy Ghost, purge our souls of all
uncleanliness, making us new creatures to whom evil and wickedness
are foreign things. Alma tells us that -

“… they, after being sanctified by the
Holy Spirit, having their garments made white, being pure and
spotless before God, could not look upon sin save it were with
abhorrence; and there were many, exceeding great many, who were
made pure and entered into the rest of the Lord their
God.” (Alma
13:12)

Those who are sanctified will receive an
inheritance in the presence of God. But even the sanctified person
must continue to endure and keep the commandments! Even these holy
men and women can fall from the level of Grace they have
attained.

“And we know that all men must repent and
believe on the name of Jesus Christ, and worship the Father in his
name, and endure in faith on his name to the end, or they cannot be
saved in the kingdom of God. And we know that justification through
the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is just and true; And
we know also, that sanctification through the grace of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ is just and true, to all those who love and
serve God will all their mights, minds, and
strength.

“But there is a possibility that man may
fall from grace and depart from the living God; Therefore let the
church take heed and pray always, lest they fall into temptation;
Yea, and even let those who are sanctified take heed
also.” (D&C
20:29-34)

 

Surely great men of the gospel like Oliver
Cowdery, Sidney Rigdon, David Whitmer, and others had received the
blessings of sanctification. And yet a simple study of church
history will show that they were not continually faithful - they
did not receive the blessings of the sanctification they once had
because they fell away from the gospel. Oliver Cowdery did return
to the fold, but others didn’t; Sidney Rigdon even joined with
several of the apostate sects which propagated after the death of
the prophet Joseph Smith.

The prophet-historian Moroni, in concluding
his record, almost seems to summarize the entire plan of salvation
with these words:

“Yea, come unto Christ, and be perfected
in him, and deny yourselves all ungodliness; and if ye shall deny
yourselves all ungodliness, and love God with all your might, mind,
and strength, then is his grace sufficient for your, that by his
grace ye may be perfect in Christ; and if by the grace of God ye
are perfect in Christ, ye can in nowise deny the power of God. And
again, if ye by the grace of God are perfect in Christ, and deny
not his power, then are ye sanctified in Christ by the grace of
God, through the shedding of the blood of Christ, which is in the
covenant of the father unto the remission of your sins, that ye
become holy, without spot.”
(Moroni 10:32-33)










Chapter 14
Salvation through Knowledge and Action


Amazing grace, how sweet the sound

To save a wretch like me!

I once was lost, But now I'm found

Was blind, but now I see!

Yes, through His Grace my Faith has
found

A place to seed and bloom -

From smallest seed to largest tree

My Faith now knows no bounds.

With boundless Faith my hands will reach

To help all those in need -

Thus Faith and Works will close the gap,

And prove His Grace complete.

Then through His Grace and through my
Faith,

And through the fruited Works,

I will, one day, stand firm before

The opened Heavenly Gates.

Amazing Grace, Amazing Faith,

Amazing Works, combined!

I once was lost, but now I'm found;

Was blind, but now I see.

(This first verse is from the immortal
hymn 'Amazing Grace' by John Newton (Olney Hymns, London: W.
Oliver, 1779); the remaining verses by this author. This was not
written to be sung but merely to illustrate the theme of this final
chapter.)

It’s been apparent to me that each of the
principles of which I’ve written - Faith, Grace, Hope, Works,
Charity, and Endurance - are all two-sided concepts. There is a
passive, or ‘inaction’ aspect, and there is an active, or ‘action’,
aspect to each of these principles. Many Christians, including too
many Latter-day Saints, see only the passive side, and
unfortunately do their best not to consider the active. After
further thought and meditation, I have given these two aspects the
titles "Knowledge", or ‘learning’, and "Action", or ‘works’. We
must first learn of Deity and His commandments, and then we must
put that knowledge into effect in our
lives.

To illustrate this I would like to share an
example missionaries often use. The story is told of a man who was
drowning. Someone on shore stretched out a stick until it was
within the drowning man’s reach. The drowning man, seeing that
salvation was within his grasp, threw up his hands and said "I am
saved; I believe!" But he didn’t stretch out his hand and take hold
of the stick. This man was no more saved than if the one on the
shore had just walked by, not bothering to help! The drowning man
did not put knowledge into action, but had floundered in the water,
expecting his rescuer to do it all for him. This is not the gospel
plan.

Knowledge Is
Essential

The Latter-day Saint temple in Mesa, Arizona
holds a special place in my heart. For several years after my
mission I lived in nearby Phoenix and spent many evenings and
Saturday mornings in the temple. Also, that is where my wife and I
were married. The Mesa temple was built in a time when the grand
staircase leading to the level where the Endowment was presented
and the other ordinances rooms were also located was a symbolic
feature of temple architecture - it symbolized leaving the world
behind and ascending to a higher sphere of existence. Its straight,
wide grand staircase faces up toward the double doors of the
Celestial Room - I would always see the open doors and be filled
with a desire to enter the sacred room. While climbing the stairs,
I and others couldn’t help but read a quotation emblazoned above
the doorway of the Celestial Room, that which symbolizes the
Presence of the Lord:

"THE GLORY OF
GOD

IS INTELLIGENCE"

Before reaching the level of those doors,
however, we had to turn aside to another room on a somewhat lower
level. There we began the Endowment Ceremony, and only after
gaining the necessary knowledge and covenanting to turn that
knowledge into action were we allowed to enter the Celestial Room -
the symbolic presence and glory of the
Almighty.

Just as represented in the progression from
the first rooms of the temple to the glory of the Celestial Room,
so it is in life - there can be no salvation without knowledge.
There is no faith without a knowledge of on Whom or what we must
center our faith. There is no reason to obey the commandments of
God if we don’t first know what those commandments are! There’s no
reason for God’s grace if we don’t know of it and what it does for
our eternal salvation. There’s no reason for Hope if we don’t know
on Whom to have hope or for what to hope. There’s no stimulus for
acts of charity if we don’t know what we should do or why we should
do it. There’s no enduring and overcoming wickedness or persecution
if we don’t know what’s right or wrong, or that there’s even a
reward for our faithfulness.

"The glory of God is intelligence, or, in
other words, light and truth. And light and truth forsake that evil
one." (D&C
93:36-37)

Knowledge is an absolute essential in our
eternal salvation:

"Whatever principle of intelligence we
attain unto in this life, it will rise with us in the resurrection.
And if a person gains more knowledge and intelligence in this life
through his diligence and obedience than another, he will have so
much the advantage in the world to come."
(D&C 130:18-19)

Knowledge Becomes
Action

“It’s not who you
are underneath -

It’s what you do that defines you.

(character Rachel Dawes
in the Warner Brothers motion picture “Batman Begins”, copyright
2005 Patalex III Productions Limited)

Yet, all the knowledge that exists is
worthless unless we put it into action. When the hymn ‘I Am a Child
of God’ was first written, its chorus
said:

"Lead me, guide me,
walk beside me

Help me find the way

Teach me all that I must know

To live with him someday."

A few years after this song was written and
published, Spencer W. Kimball, then a member of the Quorum of the
Twelve, attended a conference in Elko, Nevada, where a Primary
children’s choir sang this song. Naomi Randall, who wrote the words
to the song, related the following:

"… On the trip home he talked with a
Primary General Board member who had attended that same conference.
He expressed his love for the song, then stated that there was one
word in the chorus that concerned him. He wondered if Sister
Randall would consider changing the line that says ‘Teach me all
that I must know’ to ‘Teach me all that I must do.’ Of course I
gladly accepted his suggestion.

"I wondered why I didn’t include that
thought at the time the lyrics were first written. But as time went
on I came to feel very sincerely that this was the way the Lord
wanted the song to evolve, because it became a teaching moment for
members all over the Church and impressed upon their minds that
knowing the gospel is not all that is required; it is the
day-by-day doing the Lord’s will and keeping the commandments that
help us reach our eternal goal.”
(Karen Lynn Davidson, OUR LATTER-DAY HYMNS: THE
STORIES AND THE MESSAGES (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1988),
pg. 303-304.)

What good is knowing God’s commandments if we
don’t put them into action? Will we receive the knowledge, wisdom,
and strength promised to those that live the Word of Wisdom if we
do nothing but study it? NO! We must live it; we must put the
principles into effect in our lives. Will we receive the same
blessings of added knowledge and testimony given to those who
regularly attend their Sabbath meetings if we know we should also
attend but for some reason don’t attend? Will we receive the
blessings of obedience to the Law of Chastity if all we do is learn
of it and file that knowledge somewhere in our head for future
reference but choose not to live by the sacred principles? Will we
be sealed for eternity to spouse and children merely by learning
about Celestial Marriage, or do we need to put our lives in order
so that we are worthy to enter a sacred temple and kneel at an
altar, as a man with the proper priesthood authority performs this
sacred ordinance, and then live lives worthy to receive this great
blessing?

What good is a knowledge of the life of Christ
and His teachings unless we put that knowledge into effect in our
own life in an effort to become like Him? Just as Faith without
Works is dead (James chapter two), likewise Knowledge without Works
is dead. And, just as a true testimony of the gospel does not come
until after we have lived the gospel, so do we not have a true
knowledge of the gospel until we have lived it - only after we have
lived the gospel and have received the blessings of obedience can
we truly understand this gospel. The Institute instructor mentioned
earlier as giving my mother a bad time was my bishop when I was a
young priest in the Aaronic Priesthood, and he attended and taught
many of our quorum meetings. I clearly remember his words: "You
will never understand the gospel until you live it. You will never
understand why you should be chaste until you are chaste. You will
never understand why you should pay Tithing until you receive the
blessings of having paid your Tithing… " He went on, mentioning
dozens of commandments. And through my life, I have found his words
to be prophetically true. The knowledge we gain in this life will
save us only if we turn it into action by living the principles of
the gospel to our fullest ability.

Knowledge and Action Becomes
Power

Christianity was literally held captive for
centuries, while learning the word of God was forbidden. The masses
were told what was expected, but were put to death just for the act
of trying to read the holy scriptures and learn for themselves.
Many tried to break away before Martin Luther, but one reason he
was one of the first truly successful reformers was because he was
able to reach the masses with a new and highly-effective weapon:
the written word. The movable-type press was new to the Western
world, and Luther and his followers were able to use it in support
of their cause. Luther’s translation of the Bible into German
utilized this press and was printed and distributed faster than any
other translation - faster than its enemies could hunt it down and
destroy it! Knowledge was loose and truth-seeking men and women
were able to act upon it. (What that man could have done with the
Internet!) And, since the days of Martin Luther, whenever Evil has
tried to subdue Good it has first sent mobs to destroy the presses
and the libraries; it has burned the books; it has issued commands
of censorship; it has forbidden the teaching of that which it feels
will help Good oppose it. It has forbidden the acquisition of
knowledge!

Knowledge always was, and still is, our first
defence against Evil. By knowing the will of the Lord we can act
upon it, breaking the chains of ignorance and transforming
ourselves into true sons and daughters of God. By turning knowledge
into action, Abel offered sacrifices that were acceptable of God.
By turning knowledge into action, Enoch’s testimony was such that
he was translated, that he should never see death. By turning
knowledge into action, Noah prepared the ark ‘to the saving of his
house’. By turning knowledge into action, Abraham sojourned in the
land of promise; by turning knowledge into action he prepared to
offer his son Isaac as the Lord had commanded. By turning knowledge
into action, Sara received strength enough to conceive a child. By
turning knowledge into action, Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, and
Jacob in turn blessed the sons of Joseph. By turning knowledge into
action, Moses was hidden by his parents when but a babe; by turning
knowledge into action the grown child turned his back to Pharaoh
and his face towards the God of his fathers. By turning knowledge
into action, the Red Sea parted and the walls of Jericho fell. By
turning knowledge into action, the harlot Rahab and her household
were saved. By turning knowledge into action, fires were quenched,
kingdoms subsided, weakness made strong, and women received their
dead back from the grave in life.

By turning knowledge into action, Alma and
Amulek felled the prison walls. By turning knowledge into action,
Ammon and his brethren brought about a great conversion among the
Lamanites. By turning knowledge into action, Nephi and Lehi also
brought about a great change in the Lamanites so that they were
baptised with fire and the Holy Ghost. By turning knowledge into
action, the Bother of Jared saw the Lord; by turning knowledge into
action he said to the mountain Zerin ‘Remove!’ and it was removed.
By the turning of knowledge into action, three of Christ’s
disciples obtained the promise that they should not taste of
death.

By turning knowledge into action, Joseph Smith
went to a small grove on his father’s farm and prayed that he might
know what religion to join. It was by turning knowledge into action
that God’s only true church was restored in these latter days. It
was by turning knowledge into action that thousands left their
homes, sailed across an ocean, and walked across a continent at the
call of a prophet.

It was and still is by turning knowledge into
action that young boys leave family and home to preach the gospel
to a blind and seeking world. Still today, it is by turning
knowledge into action that men and women hear the gospel message
and enter the waters of baptism. It is by turning knowledge into
action that they enter the holy temple and unite themselves
together as eternal family units, and then proceed to live every
day of their lives in the hope of returning to our Father in
Heaven.

To repeat a statement made earlier in this
book, when these miraculous events happened, did the men and women
simply turn their faces to heaven and say ‘Lord, I believe’, and
then expect the Heavens to open and these miracles to happen? No,
they did not! With each of the persons mentioned above, as well as
with anyone who desires to follow God, it is the same: First, the
Lord makes promises (or covenants). We learn about these covenants
through the written and spoken word. Second, the person must set
about in a plan of action (or ‘works’) to make the promise come
true; to ‘prove the Lord’. "Prove me now herewith… " said the Lord
through Malachi, "… if I will not open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to
receive it." (Malachi 3:10) Thirdly, after the person has exerted
all their strength and abilities to fulfil their part of the
promise and have, only with divine assistance, achieved the desired
goal, the Lord then pours out the promised blessings to the point
"that there shall not be room enough to receive
it."

Just as Faith is made perfect through action,
so Knowledge is made perfect through action. And only then can
Knowledge become Power.

It is the power to gain more knowledge and
understanding.

It is the power to receive and understand the
‘mysteries of Godliness’.

It is the power to perform miracles (that is,
to be worthy to allow God to work miracles through
you.)

It is the power to overcome the temptations of
Satan.

It is the power to withstand the persecutions
of the world.

It is the power to be a vessel worthy enough
to receive and use the Gifts of the
Spirit.

It is the power to stand before God in the Day
of Judgement with a clear conscience.

It is the power to gain Eternal
Life.
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CHART 1:
Moses 6:58-62 and 1 John
5:4-9





THERE ARE THREE THAT BEAR WITNESS IN
HEAVEN:

THE FATHER … (God the Father; our Heavenly Father)

THE WORD … (Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son of God in the
Flesh)

THE HOLY GHOST … (the Comforter; the Holy
Spirit)

THERE ARE THREE THAT BEAR WITNESS ON
EARTH:

WATER (Baptism) … by this we keep the commandments

BLOOD (the Atonement) … by this we are sanctified

SPIRIT (Holy Ghost) … though Him we are
justified
By these
three elements we came into the world. By them we are redeemed from
the world, for by them we bear record of our
faithfulness.

IN THE SCRIPTURES WE LEARN THAT WE ARE 'SAVED'
THROUGH:

FAITH … in the Lord Jesus Christ

GRACE … in this instance the atoning sacrifice of Christ

WORKS … our obedience to Christ

WE CAN BRING ABOUT THIS SALVATION THROUGH THE
PRINCIPLES OF:

FAITH … by this we follow Christ

HOPE in Christ … hope that His sacrifice will save us from
mortality and that He will grant us Eternal Life

CHARITY … our actions prove our Faith and Hope and justify the
price Christ paid to redeem us

THE REWARDS OF SUCH BELIEFS AND ACTIONS
ARE:

OBEDIANCE - we prove to God and Christ that we are obedient to
their word

SANCTIFICATION - we become pure souls in the pursuit of all things
righteous

JUSTIFICATION - our thoughts, words, and deeds justify the price
Christ paid for us, and they justify our returning to our Father’s
Presence and receiving the promised reward


__________________

CHART 2:
KNOWLEDGE verses ACTION

Knowledge is necessary for Salvation, but it
is only the foundation on which we are to build a lifetime of
actions, or 'Works'.

FAITH:

Passive: Knowledge and belief in God, Christ, and the Gospel

Active: Actions based on knowledge and belief; which being forth
the fruits of Faith; the working of signs and miracles; “Faith Made
Perfect”

GRACE:

Passive: Knowledge of God’s love and of Christ’s sacrifice

Active: Acting as if we have true confidence that we will in fact
be saved by Christ’s atonement

HOPE:

Passive: The expectation of gaining Eternal Life through faith in
Christ

Active: Living a life worthy of the reward of Eternal Life through
Christ

LOVE:

Passive: feelings of love in your heart for all mankind

Active: 'Charity'; actions based on that love; actions which
demonstrate and prove you have that love.

ENDURANCE:

Passive: Doing nothing bur putting up with a situation

Active: 'Resisting'; more than ‘putting up’; one acts to control or
change the external forces


__________________
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From the same author on
Feedbooks


	Grandpa
Bruce's Poetry and Hymns, Volume One (2010)
A collection of poems and hymn texts; many written for children;
just as many written on everyday topics and events. It is best
viewed on an e-reader. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss
at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Faerie Prince
of Temple Square (2010)
When you visit Salt Lake City's historical Temple Square at
Christmastime and see millions of lights in the trees and bushes,
have you ever asked yourself: Are they lights or are they –
Faeries? If I find typo's, the corrected verions will be in my
"Grandpa Bruce's Gem Mine of Short Stories". If you enjoy this,
please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Night
Bird Canyon - a Story of Friends and Fiends (2010)
CORRECTIONS MADE April 2012 ... Subtitled 'A Vampire Among the
Mormons', this classical Gothic horror story takes place in
Northern Utah's Cache Valley in the early years of the Depression.
It's not about Mormons or Mormonism; that's just the setting for
this classical Good versus Evil tale. I apologize for the twist at
the end in the introduction of a well-known character, but I just
couldn't help myself. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss
at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Pilgrim's
Progress: Latter-day Sequels (2010)
April 2011: Short Story Added ... One book and several short
stories inspired by Bunyan's classic volume. The book is the story
of four of Christian and Chrstiana's grandsons on their pilgrimage,
looking through the field glasses of the Latter-day Saint branch of
Christianity. Those who believe Latter-day Saints are heretics and
Satan-worshipers, I ask that you read with an open heart and allow
yourself to be amazed at how much Christianity you're going to
find. Also includes short stories about attractions at Vanity Fair
as well as a brand new INDEX & CONCORDANCE for all the works in
this book. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


DAY
TRIPS to NARNIA (2010)
Story added September 2011 ... A collection of 'fan fiction'
short stories based on C. S. Lewis' world of Narnia. Although
written for fun, most are moralistic in nature - but I think you
will enjoy them anyway. Obviously, Narnia and anything to do with
it is owned and copyrighted; hence this is merely 'fan fiction' and
not copyrighted. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Men
and Depression: One Man's Journey (2010)
Having lived a lifetime of chronic and suicidal depression, I've
compiled things I've wrtten on the topic to be a guidebook and
inspiration to those following me along the path. This is in no way
a professional medical or mental health text; it is simply one's
man's expereinces and what he has learned. If you enjoy this,
please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Pilgrim's
Progress: People & Place Concordance (2010)
Updated Sept. 2010 ... In all my years of reading this classic
John Bunyan book, I've never yet found a people & place
concordanance ... so, here's my first draft of one. If you enjoy
this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Percy
Jackson - All Grown Up (2010)
Three short "fan fiction" stories written after "The Last
Olympian" and before the "Heroes of Olympus" series was even
announced. They are my take on what happened to our Hero after the
books and are based on the Percy Jackson books and NOT the movie.
If you enjoy this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Harry
Potter - Three Short Stories (2010)
Three short "fan fiction" stories that take place before,
during, and at the end of the books we've all read how-many times.
First a story about Professor McGonagall, then one about Charley
Weasley and dragons, and the last is my own 'final chapter' to the
last book (she didn't even give us a memorial service for our
friends!) If you enjoy, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


The
Power of Hymns (2010)
Music and song have a power like no other. Hymns, to me, are the
most powerful of all music. This is a compilation of my own
writings on the subject coupled with addresses and quotes from
others. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Grandpa
Bruce's Short Stories (2010)
Like a gem mine, you find rocks and you find gems. Hopefully you
find more gems in this book than rocks. If you enjoy this, please
come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


From
Boy to Man and Back Again (2010)
BOOK 1 of my Narnia "fan fiction" novels; takes place in the
months leading up to the beginning of the Hundred-Year Winter. It
tells how and why the Tree of Protection died and how the witch
Jadis came to power. It also lets you know something else that was
made from the wood of that tree from which the Wardrobe had been
built. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Camilla:
Warrior of Narnia (2010)
BOOK 3 of my Narnia 'fan fiction' novels. Taking place in the
time of Princess SwanWhite, a 10-year-old girl facing surgery for
major burns is taken to Narnia to learn real heroism. She and
Princess SwanWhite both learn why, as Father Christmas stated to
Queens Susan and Lucy, war is so very terrible when women must
fight. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Second
Chance (2010)
BOOK 4 of my Narnia 'fan-fiction' novels, this is dedicated with
deepest respect to my fellow brothers and sisters in the Armed
Forces of whatever country they serve. PARENTAL NOTE: This story is
about a grown-up going to Narnia and deals with themes that affect
grown-ups as well as children: healing from suicide, child abuse,
illegitimate birth, and the physical and mental scars soldiers
carry from their wartime experiences. These themes are dealt with
in a very straight-forward but tactful and respectful manner.
Parents may want to read this story first. I promise you it all
turns out good in the end - all the correct decisions are made by
my characters in regards to these topics - Aslan makes sure of
this. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


LDS
Lists & Figures (2010)
UPDATED APRIL 2012 - I created this file of information on the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS) simply to have
the material on hand in my own e-reader and am sharing it with you:
membership statistics; presidents of the Church; temples; official
proclmations; a few missionary tracts; statements concerning the
LDS Church and the U.S. Constitution. I will update as needed,
usually with each General Conference.



	


“Ye
Who Are Weary – Come Home": a 'Mormon' Werewolf (2010)
THIS IS NOT A CHILDREN'S STORY. Although the wording is tactful,
there are startling images.

There are two paths to take with a werewolf story – the first path
is spilled over with blood and carnage, while the second path
carries the themes of being Foresaken and then Redeemed. I’m a
Sunday School teacher – I'm taking the second route as I think
Redemption and Deliverance are far more important than all the
exciting violence and blood and gore such a story could contain ...
Aren't they?

My proofreaders tell me that you deserve to be warned that Edgar
Rice Burroughs and H. G. Wells are two of my favorite authors, and
since this takes place in much the same time period in which they
were writing, I have tried to emulate the language of that time,
which means it's pretty long-winded for today's readers. It is also
stuffed full of religion – the 'Mormon' culture to be exact. Some
things that are talked about are very sacred to we Latter-day
Saints, and I think I have carefully balanced the attempt of
keeping the sacred while writing a good story. If you think some of
the sacred is silly I only hope you can show it the respect you
would wish we would show to your sacred things.



	


The
Whole Armor of God – A Latter-day Saint View (2010)
There are many Christians in the world today who object to the
'warrior view' of the Gospel of Christ. They won't let their
children read the military campaigns in the scriptures or even sing
the 'battle' hymns. Like it or not, we are in the midst of a war; a
battle begun before the earth was even created, and turning our
eyes away from it and pretending it doesn't exist is exactly what
the Enemy wants. This book is meant to be a 'field guide',
describing the battle at hand and those armor pieces the Lord has
provided for us to use in the battle. Please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Pilgrim's
Progress: Annotated (2010)
UPDATED Jan 22, 2011 - This is my personal working copy of this
classic John Bunyan book - hard words and old phrases &
expressions defined. I've never liked "modern language" versions of
this book; I would rather lift myself up to its language than to
dummy it down to mine. Enough of my friends have asked me to share
that, well, here you go. I have included Nathaniel Hawthorne's 1846
'The Celestial Railroad' as every reader of Pilgrim's Progress
ought to read it, too.



	


Horse
Boy of Narnia (2011)
BOOK 2 of my Narnia Fan Fiction Novels and a conclusion to Book
One, this takes place during the 14-year reign of the High Kings
and Queens and tells the story of Charlie, a boy Aslan brings to
Narnia to learn Courage, Sacrifice, and a bit of Wisdom. Charlie is
sure that if he were a centaur he could learn these things - be
careful of what you wish for because you might get it! If you enjoy
this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


DRACULA:
Jonathon Harker's Rebuttal (2012)
April 13, 2012: MASSIVE CORRECTIONS DONE! ... THIS IS NOT A
CHILDREN'S BOOK! Written in the Gothic tradition and with the most
delicate of language, there are still startling visual scenes you
don't want to explain to your children ... On the 125th anniversary
of his twenty-ninth birthday, my very old friend Jonathon Harker
agreed to break his silence and tell the full story of his
encounter with Count Dracula - things he was unwilling or too
ashamed to write at the time; things that can be told in today's
changed moral atmosphere that might not have been printable in his
day. He is also disgusted with how Brom Stoker, once he got hold of
a stolen copy of their combined journals, rewrote parts and made
him and his beloved Mina out to be wimps: “We were much stronger
than he gave us credit,” he insists. Also, he is sick over the idea
that Society has reached the point of madness wherein vampires and
other demons are being lauded as heroes, love interests, and sex
objects – he assures me they are anything but, and this interview
was given to explain why.
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