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Introduction


Developing nations need clean water to grow. Developed nations
are taking that clean water from the developing nations for their
own purposes. We have a water crisis, the fate of the world in our
water consumption habits. Climate change, increasing populations
and technology developments, as well as reliance on technology, has
all factored into creating this problem. All of this creates a
state of concern for our future.










Corporations


Developing nations don’t have money to build water sanitation
and distribution infrastructure, and nobody wants to give them any
money. Therefore, over 2 million people die each year from a
completely preventable illness. Women walk for miles to get a few
litres of water that their family will use that day for washing,
cooking and drinking. These under-privileged people get by on very
little water because they have to. They need clean water. There is
lots of water available to them, they just need filtration units,
but nobody is donating any money for them.

There are many examples of corporations taking drinking water
from impoverished nations, including Coca-Cola Co. in India. Up
until 2000, Coke was taking water from Indian wells to supply water
for the companies’ drinks. In 2000, Indian farmers dug wells as
deep as 350 feet, but no water was found. The Indian government
drew up charts that showed sinking water tables, and when Coke saw
these they passed the blame onto industrialized agriculture.
Protestors eventually forced Coke out of India. This is one of many
examples of why water-related infrastructure is needed, and why the
world is running into a water crisis. Legislation is also needed to
prevent corporations from exploiting third-world inhabitants.










Climate Change


Climate change is another contributing factor to the water
crisis. Climate change is predicted to produce more precipitation
in some regions and less precipitation in other regions. This makes
water-distribution infrastructure even more important, because
people need to access water. The effects of climate change seem to
be felt the most in Australia, the Colorado River Basin in the
southwestern US and the immediate sub-Saharan Africa. Australia and
the Colorado River Basin have seen record droughts, some regions
have seen the driest five years on record in the last six
years.

The main water source for four sub-Saharan countries is L. Chad.
L. Chad is drying up at a tremendous rate; it has lost over eighty
percent of its volume within the last decade.

On the Himalayan plateau in China, the glaciers that supply all
of China with water are melting very quickly. This would massive
ramifications on China’s economy and society. This would
matter. Large companies are dumping chemical waste into the rivers,
making them undrinkable. The Chinese government has made chemical
dumping into rivers legal, and lobbying against it illegal. This is
just another example of the effect of climate change. And
Communism.

The attitude around climate change in North America and Europe
is a very arrogant one. There are very few people (relative to the
population) who really understand what is happening to our world.
Climate change education is a lost cause, especially with Americans
(except those in south Florida and the Colorado River Basin),
unless some very drastic measures are taken1. Americans
have seemingly endless supplies of “drinking” water, so there is no
“climate change rule” in place to conserve water. Americans and
Europeans will probably only donate money to digging wells in
developing countries if they see first-hand or meet someone who
lives there. One huge dilemma comes out of this: developing
countries can have as much water as they can afford, the same goes
for developed countries. Think about that.










Water Technology


The technology for water-related infrastructure exists, but the
money doesn’t seem to. It can cost upwards of two thousand dollars
to dig a well for a town in need, towns that already have a well,
but need more aren’t as likely to get another well. There is also
the chance the two grand’s worth of water investment will dry up.
If the well is too shallow and the aquifer is small, it could also
become contaminated with nitrates. Then the well is as good as
dried up.

People who can afford technological devices are very wealthy.
This wealth creates an addiction to technology, so their money is
being pumped into the technological economy. There are over 310 000
000 Americans, some of whom are homeless, but most can afford
gadgets. The people with technological addictions could also be
called Narcissistic Materialists. Most of these NMs have cars, so
there are over 570 000 000 cars on American roads. Most of these
570 000 000 cars are new. It is estimated that nearly 15 000 000 L
of “drinking” water goes into making one new car. America has so
much water available; the average NM uses 600L of “drinking” water
every day. The remainder of the developed world has a technology
addiction too, but it’s kind of like comparing methamphetamine
(US’s addiction to technology) and straight marijuana (rest of
developed world’s technology addiction). There is no
comparison.










Bottled Water


Bottled Water. There is a massive market for the stuff. What is
it? It’s non-regulated tap water2 with no additives: an
energy and water hoarding industry3. Water in the
bottles aside, 2 000 000 L of water is used to make 1 t of
plastic4. Most of this plastic ends up in landfills or
in the ocean after a single use. The National Water Quality
Association says 56% of people polled are worried about their water
quality5. These people probably drink bottled water.










Population Factors


Earth’s population increase is the biggest factor of concern for
world water supplies. The UN predicts that the world population
will increase by 47% between 2000 and 2050. The annual growth rate
will slowly decrease from a 1.22%/year population growth in the
first five years of the projection to a 0.33%/year population
growth in the last five years of the projection. The UN also states
in their “Population to 2300” 2002 Revision, “Much of the
demographic change up to 2050 will take place in less developed
regions. Collectively, these regions will grow 58% over 50 years,
as opposed to 2% for more developed regions.” The UN also
states “Less developed regions will account for 99% of the
expected increment to world population in this period.” This
is very disturbing for water-“shortage” prone regions,
especially the under-developed areas. Right now virtually all areas
in the world have enough water for every inhabitant, it’s just a
matter of finding, accessing, cleaning and distributing the water.
My calculations show that the average annual water consumption per
capita is 14.6 KL. A 2006 UNESCO projection shows that in 2005, 411
times the average annual per capita is available to each
individual. This is more than enough water to go around, and then
some for industry. Some corporations, however, have decided that
taking water from poor people would be fun. Not cool.

There are multiple scenarios of world population growth
projected by the UN; a low-growth scenario that sees a world
population of 7.4 billion people by 2050, a medium-growth scenario
that sees 8.9 billion people by 2050 and a high-growth scenario
that sees the world population hit 10.6 billion people, a 73%
increase in population in 50 years. Every one of these people
requires fresh, clean and accessible water. Desalination plants
aren’t an option, they’re too expensive, and only coastal nations
can utilize them. Water cleaning and distribution infrastructure is
feasible, but only if governments regain control over their
respective countries and pass water-regulating legislation. The
future of the world is in the hands of the people who have money,
the Narcissistic Materialists.










Conclusion


We have a water crisis. Developing nations need fresh water to
grow. There are plenty of technologies available to help with
water-related infrastructure; money is what is needed. These
nations will be on their way to development once fresh water is
available and accessible to each citizen. Population increase,
climate change and civil unrest are making this difficult. We are
well on our way to a state of concern, and even panic and fear for
our species’ future. We got ourselves into this massive mess. We
also hold the key to get out. Money.










Footnotes




1-Read Michael Crichton's State of Fear. Basically
terrorism that "tells" the world climate change is real, but just a
series of terrorist acts.

2-NM (Narcissistic Materialist) and American are used
interchangeably.

3-In the US, unless bottled water crosses state lines, it doesn't
have to be

tested for pathogens.

4- The American bottled water industry uses 0.33% of all American
electricity.

The US consumed nearly a quarter of the 200GL of bottled water
consumed

worldwide in 2007.

5-   a newspaper takes 0.5685KL water

      1L OJ takes 3.79KL water

      1lb beef takes 9.475KL water; US consumed 28.1
billion lbs of beef in 2007

      1 new car takes 151.6KL water

      1t plastic takes 2000KL water

      1t steel takes 150KL water

      1t paper takes 250KL water

      1t wheat takes 500KL water





1KL = 1000L or 1m3

1GL = 1 000 000 000L
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Consumerism
Essay (2009)
Consumerism is what keeps some economic systems going. If a
recession hits, though, the economies that rely on consumerism are
screwed. Our consumerist habits mess up the futures of young people
in the Third World, and a somewhat planned economy provides a fall
back in the case of recession. Canada’s economy should be partly
controlled by consumerism, but only partly, so if the economy
tanks, we have a fall back.



	


War
on Terror Essay (2009)
The War on Terror has made foreign policy more stringent on
people who are of the Islamic faith, and has led to hate between
different cultural groups, as well as the downfall of modern human
rights.
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