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Introduction


Consumerism is what keeps some economic systems going. If a
recession hits, though, the economies that rely on consumerism are
screwed. Our consumerist habits mess up the futures of young people
in the Third World, and a somewhat planned economy provides a fall
back in the case of recession. Canada’s economy should be partly
controlled by consumerism, but only partly, so if the economy
tanks, we have a fall back.










Recession


Consumerism is the theory that the more consumer goods that are
purchased, the better for the economy. With this in mind, it can be
argued that the American recession was partly caused by the
building credit card debt of American consumers. With more money in
the hole, less money was being spent on goods and services, so the
economy got hit hard. This theory can be further confirmed by the
simple fact that 70% of the economic action of the United States is
consumer spending. Canada, having a more mixed economy, didn’t get
hit as hard, because the government provides money to businesses.
That said, though, we are led to our deficit. If we had a consumer
economy, we’d be screwed, but now we’re also screwed. Finance
Minister Jim Flaherty has been constantly revising his budget
predictions. In September, it was $56B, now it is $29B. Either way,
Canada is in debt big time. In 2006, when GST was 6%, our federal
government raked in $24M, that’s one thousand times less than our
current deficit. With the world coming out of recession, Canada
must prepare better for the next one, by leaning slightly toward a
controlled economy and designating a bank account for bail-out
funds, we can avoid a huge deficit and use taxpayers’ money for
something better.










Excessive Waste


Another issue many people have with consumerism is the excessive
waste produced by out-of-date goods, packaging and the industrial
waste. William Rees, an urban planner at UBC said the average
person in a high-consumption country “requires four to six hectares
of land”, while there is “only 1.7 hectares of ecologically
productive land” for every person in the world (Robbins, 209). This
issue is further compounded by our intensive breeding of livestock.
Every pound of red meat on your table is balanced out by five
pounds of top soil lost by the farmers who raised the animal
(Shiva, 70). Al, of this soil lost by farmers decreases our ability
to mass produce wheat and other important crops. Because lots of
this farming is done in the Third World, the people in need lose
their ability to grow food, because us rich people think we need
meat. This, combined with our use of cocoa and coffee, makes for
more monoculture, which decreases soil nutrient levels to the point
where the soil can’t support any more plant life, and this is how
we waste land.










Conclusion


In 2008, the world economies were hit by a recession. The
consumerist society of the United States of America was advised, by
their President, to spend. Then seven hundred billion dollars were
pumped into the economy in an effort to recover from this
recession. Canada, as a society that makes use of a mixed economy,
didn’t fall into the pull of the hole as fast. In order to be
better prepared for another recession, we should try to keep a
government surplus, and set aside some reserve funds, but most
importantly, we must move our economy a little bit more to a
planned economy. An economy that is in the middle of the two
extremes gives us the best way of getting out of a recession,
because the government has just enough leverage to control business
as much as it needs to.
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Developing nations need clean water to grow. Developed nations
are taking that clean water from the developing nations for their
own purposes. We have a water crisis, the fate of the world in our
water consumption habits. Climate change, increasing populations
and technology developments, as well as reliance on technology, has
all factored into creating this problem. All of this creates a
state of concern for our future.



	


War
on Terror Essay (2009)
The War on Terror has made foreign policy more stringent on
people who are of the Islamic faith, and has led to hate between
different cultural groups, as well as the downfall of modern human
rights.
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