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Chapter 1
Introduction




Hi

I am a teacher of English at the University of Pécs, Hungary.
Welcome to Take Off, a multi-thread project I have developed for
people like you who would like to practice reading and writing in
English. Besides this ebook, you can find a collection of students'
creative writing here:

 http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/12916. 

Also, you may be interested in following my blog posts at

http://take-o-f-f.blogspot.com/ and
my podcast show at 

http://jozsefhor.podomatic.com/.

 

All the best!

 

József Horváth

 

PS: Thanks, Juca!










Chapter 2
Learn Words with Bill Bryson


The following passages appear in Bill
Bryson's Notes
from a Big Country. But a few words are missing. What can they
be?



*



The other day I called my computer helpline, because I needed to be
made to feel _____ by someone much younger than me, and the
boyish-sounding person who answered told me he _____ the serial
number o n my computer before he could deal with me. ("Help!"
19)



*

Here's a fact for you. According to the latest Statistical
Abstract of the United States, every year more than
400,000 Americans _____ injuries involving beds, mattresses or
pillows. Think about that for a minute. That is more people _____
live in greaterCoventry. That is almost 2,000 bed, mattress or
pillow injuries a day. In the time it takes you to read this
article, four Americans will somehow _____ to be wounded by their
_____. ("Well, Doctor, I Was Just Trying to Lie Down…" 23)

*

People sometimes ask me, ‘What is the difference between _____
and cricket?’ ("Take Me Out to
the Ball Park" 27)

*

One of the pleasures of living in a small,
old-fashioned New Englandtown is that it generally includes a
small, old-fashioned _____ office. Ours is particularly agreeable.
It's in an attractive Federal-style brick building, confident but
not _____, that looks like a post office ought to. It even smells
nice—a combination of gum _____ and old central heating turned up a
little too high. ("Mail Call" 41)

*

My wife thinks nearly everything about American life is
wonderful. She loves her groceries _____ for her. She adores free
iced water and book matches. She thinks home-delivered pizza is a
central _____ of civilization. I haven’t the heart to tell her that
waitresses in the States _____ everyone to have a nice day. ("How
to Have Fun at Home" 46)










Chapter 3
Juca Szilák on Laughter


Judit Szilák, a former student of mine in Pécs,
Hungary, has shared her ideas about laughter in her life. The
essay is an answer to a proficiency
exam task.

There are a lot of other interesting ideas on Juca's blog. Enjoy!



*



Laughter might be dubbed as cheap medicine, but you certainly
cannot afford to live without it. Imagine that: A hot late spring
classroom stuffed full with worried little nervous wrecks waiting
for their most important exam of the year, if not an execution, to
start. The tension is tangible. Forty hearts beating in fast
synchrony. There are the examiners, tests in hands, equipments on
the table. And then one of them cracks a joke. Not even a Comedy
Central worthy one. But the class explodes into laughter and a bit
of tension is eased. The exam is not that deadly anymore. All
because of a little mirth.

Almost anything, really, can make me laugh. Many say I’m a great
audience because the lamest joke can set me off. I especially like
puns mostly in the form of a witty title of an article, essay and
such. Like one that was about having the courage to start a diet
and was titled “Do You Have the Guts?”. Hilarious, that. Another
favourite of mine is irony in any shape and form. Some might say
that sarcasm is the lowest weapon imaginable, but I just don’t
think so. For all I can tell, it’s the best because it’s not
intended to cut and maim, but to ease the tone of the argument.
Sarcasm can make the problem seem it’s not worth fighting over.

I admit, sarcasm is a two edged weapon, though. In some cases
people really use it to hurt others instead of cutting an argument
in half. I always try to be choosy about whom I make fun of. There
are some people out there who just cannot take it, and I don’t want
to hurt their delicate feelings. But those who I know can take
being the bottom of a joke every once in a while I like trading
insults back and forth with. Always playfully, of course, never
forgetting that the aim is getting a good laugh out of the spar and
not conquering the other.










Chapter 4
Learn Idioms with László Kartali


The following idioms and example sentences come
from Kartali
László's blog.



*



Recently I bought an idioms dictionary, and within a couple of
days, would you believe it, I learnt the following
expressions:



Up in the air - uncertain, not yet decided

My band are hoping to take a holiday next month, but our plans are
still up in the air.



Walk down the aisle - get married

I will be the last one to walk down the aisle, you bet. 



Come alive - become interesting or exciting

The city of Kaposvár comes alive after ten o'clock in the
evening.



All along - from the beginning

Colombo knew who the murderer was all along, but he pretended he
didn't.



The apple of somebody's eye - a person, usually a child, who
somebody loves very much

I think I'm the apple of my grandma's eye - she was the one who
bought me that wonderful trumpet.



Out of the ark - extremely old or old-fashioned

Joe, you'd better give that typewriter to somebody - it's straight
out of the ark.



Cost/pay an arm and leg - cost/pay a lot of money

I'd like to buy a drum kit, but I'm afraid it's going to cost me an
arm and leg.



Armed to the teeth - carrying a lot of weapons or a lot of things
needed for a particular purpose

Fortunately, Joe is always armed to the teeth with a lot of helpful
books on writing.



Up in arms - very angry and protesting very strongly

University students are up in arms over increased fares.



Be somebody's for the asking - be obtained simply by asking

If you want any of my books, it's yours for the asking.



Go astray - become lost/go in the wrong direction

Fortunately, the gunman's shots went astray so that nobody got
hurt.



Have something on good authority - be able to believe something
because you trust the person who gave you the information

I have it on good authority that your wife is cheating on
you.



Go AWOL - go missing without permission or explanation

Our guitarist went AWOL in the middle of the tour - we had to call
it off, eventually.



In the back of beyond - a lonely place that is a long way from any
town

My favourite village, Iregszemcse, is in the back of
beyond. 



Get off my back - stop annoying me

Hey, I've done the hoovering, so why don't you just get off my
back?



Put one's back into something - work very hard at something

I really should put my back into exercises in order to pass the
proficiency exam.



(Not) your bag - sg that you are (not) interested in

Literature really isn't my bag - I nearly failed that subject last
semester.



Be badly off for something - not have enough of something

My mother studied music at college, so I'm not badly off for
books.



The bane of somebody's life - a person or thing that makes
somebody's life unpleasant or unhappy

That goddamn car is always breaking down. It's the bane of my
life.



Spot on - exactly right description or estimation

Your description was spot on, Mrs. Eastaff. We caught the
burglar.



Bang goes something - something is suddenly gone, lost

A friend of mine had a car accident and suffered severe injuries,
and bang went his chances of going to university.



Go off with a bang - (e.g.: an event) very successful

Our last concert went off with a bang - more than 400 people were
present.



A baptism of fire - an unpleasant or frightening first experience
of sth

My first day in job was a real baptism of fire because I had to
shoulder too much responsibility which I couldn't deal with.



Bare bones (of something) - the main or basic facts of a
matter

I had so little time that I could only tell him the bare bones of
the story.



Bare your soul to somebody - tell somebody your deepest
feelings

What's the matter? Come on, you can bare your soul to me.



*



Do you, too, have a good idiom dictionary? How do you use it? Let
us know so others can learn from your example. Go to my Take Off
blog and share your favorite idioms and example sentences.










Chapter 5
Google Calendar for Vocab


With a simple and free service from Google Calendar, you can receive
regular vocabulary reminders on your cellphone — a word or two
every day.

If you, like me, always carry your phone with you, you can take
your words with you on your mobile, too, and learn new words that
way as well.

You can type words and phrases as reminders in Google Calendar.
Then, you can set up the calendar so that Google sends to your
phone a text message of those words.

But you can also get such words directly from Take Off because I
can share my Calendar with people that request it.The words that
appear in my Calendar can be sent to your cellphone.

Want to give this kind of vocabulary learning a try? First,
you need to have a Google Mail account — a username at
gmail.com. If
you send me an email from your Gmail address, I'll be glad
to tell you how you can set up your Google Calendar to receive such
vocabulary reminders.










Chapter 6
Zagreb Student Tells Story About Hungarian


The following personal essay is by a Croatian
student, who has Hungarian roots — and it's about the attraction to
Hungary and Hungarian. Most of it are the student's words. Can
you spot the additions, the teacher's, Lovorka Zergollen-Miletic's,
comments and corrections?

How do you like the essay? How do you you like the
comments?


*

Halló, itt Magyarország! (Hello,
this is Hungary)

When I was eleven, my mom was going through her
third pregnancy and I was to become a big sister for the second
time in my life – this time to a baby-brother. I remember me and my
mom taking a walk one lovely spring day, when we ran into a
colleague of hers. In the course of conversation, name-selection
came by upas a
topic and my mom, being a half-Hungarian, said that she would be
the happiest if she could name my brother Attila. Just after she
had said that, a woman passed us by with her bulldog-pet calling
him “Come, Attila,
come!”. :-)))) For
a long time I believed my brother owed this anecdote for having a
normal Croatian name, and I wondered what got into my mom for
having such crazy ideas, but only seven years later I experienced a
feeling similar to one my mom had back then. It happened due to my
consideration of what follows after high school. The decision was
surprisingly easy – I wanted to study English and Hungarian.
English was something I was always interested in, while Hungarian
was something that was strange, exotic, but at the same time I felt
that it was always in me, but needed to be discovered. So I became
a student of Hungarology.
Although The Hungarology
Department Better: The Department of
Hungarology/Hungarian is quite chaotic, and
chances to learn the language properly are quite discouraging, I
never regretted my choice because I gained a lot through
it – What does ‘it’ refer to? You mean ‘my studies’ ‘
through studying Hungarian’, or ‘the department’?. Meeting
some of my best friends, my
boyfriend, and getting a
half-year scholarship are some of those
‘benefits’ – I think they really are benefits, so
I suggest you should not put the word into inverted
commas.

As to this scholarship, it is probably the best
thing about TheHungarology Department. Every year
it provides scholarships for five third-year students to study in
Budapest for a semester. I was one of the five lucky people who got
this opportunity, and spent the whole last semester there. I can’t
say it gave me a full insight into the life
in Budapest, but at least I got a glance…

I have learned, for example, that tap water is
still drinkable there. I got to know people whose actual names are
Attila, Zsolt or Gabor. I met people who study Hungarian from all
over the world and used only Hungarian to communicate with them.
Talking to the Japanese, Mongols or Indians in Hungarian felt quite
funny. Even funnier situations were when all the
Slavic people that were there sat at the table
and instead of using some kind of mixture of
Slaviclanguages, used Hungarian to understand each
other. I saw what isstudents’ life in
Budapest was like, and
learned that there are werenot
just drinkable, but actually tasteful, wines for less than ten
kunas.

It was a great experience. I have learned more
about Hungary in those six months than
in the whole two years of studying here in
Zagreb. My knowledge of language is also significantly better.
However, my stay in Budapest did not only improve my knowledge, but
has also made me aware of my roots. I believe I fully understand my
mom now and I wouldn’t be surprised if ten years from now I catch
myself nursing my own little Attilas. I hope you are
planning to give this name to only one of your
kids :-)))

 

Be more careful (try to avoid mistakes)
and your texts will be excellent.










Chapter 7
Test Your Teacher


Here's a task that combines reading, writing, more reading, and
fun. We tried it a few semesters ago: Péter, a first-year
student at the time, and I. Péter read an article
in Time magazine and asked me four questions about it. He
gave me his quiz. I read the article and answered the questions in
writing — which Péter read and evaluated.

You, too, could do that if you want — giving your quiz to me,
another teacher or a friend of yours.

Meantime — here are Péter's questions and my answers:



1. Give a brief summary of the article in four
sentences.

The author, Sanjay Gupta, is a doctor, who writes about the
harmful effects of alcohol – first reflecting on his student years
and then giving details of a medical study conducted by a student
and a professor at the American Heart Association. Preliminary, and
inconclusive, results suggest that people who were heavy drinkers
in their youth have a higher risk of developing cardiovascular
disease later in life. It is still not clear, though, why absolute
non-drinkers, too, may have such a risk. Moderate alcohol
consumption, Gupta implies, may be good for the heart.



2. On the basis of the text, explain the meaning of ’CRP’ in
two sentences.

C-reactive protein is the element whose level indicates heart
risks. It is strange that CRP is high both among people with a
history of heavy drinking and among teetotalers.



3. Describe Donovan’s and Bonow’s opinions, and introduce
your own ideas about the matter at issue in six
sentences.

Elizabeth Donovan, an undergraduate student who co-authored the
study Gupta reports on, would like to make people who as students
were heavy drinkers aware of their risks. She may like to help
students avoid future risks.

Robert Bonow is member of the American Heart Association and is
not sure of the reliability of Donovan’s study as there are many
other factors involved. He recommends that instead of worrying
about what we did in the past, we should make sure we do not abuse
alcohol in the present.

I find this article informative and the end humorous (Gupta is
an awesome author!). I did some drinking when I was a college
student, but I am not worried about its effect now, partly because
I have regular heart checkups.



4. In three sentences, explicate the possible reasons for
having lower CRP numbers of moderate drinkers than nondrinkers
have.

Inflammation may be avoided by moderate alcohol consumption.
Also, blood clotting may be preventable this way. How these factors
are related to lower CRP levels is not yet fully understood by
medicine.










Chapter 8
Just A Sentence


Every Tuesday afternoon, around two o'clock, before
walking to the classroom in the maze of Building A of the Faculty
of Arts at the University of Pécs where the session for the
best-ever Reading and Writing Skills B. A. group is held this fall
semester, the tutor of that course, a certain Horváth József, also
known to several dozen students and faculty at the
institution as Joe, regularly needs to check that he has all
the necessary content of his course folder with him so as he need
not have to walk back to his office if he realized that some bits
have in fact been left behind — and as he makes sure that every
printed blog post, unreturned handwritten script, lesson plan,
extra reminder, and all manner of original and photocopied
documentation is in fact in his possession, he muses over how
the aim of the session will be achieved and what the students,
those twenty-one bright readers and writers he has the honor of
helping to realize their full foreign language literacy potential,
that is, Balázs Éva, Eke Krisztián,
Farkas Kornél, Gazdóf Lilla, Hordós Andrea, Horváth
Angéla, Horváth Zsombor, Hosszú István, József
Eszter, Kartali Dóra, Kéri Krisztina, Körmendi
Nóra, Kungl Zsófia, Máté Edit, Nagy
Szilvia, Ömböli Krisztián, Szemesi Gergő, Szvath
Dóra, Takács Piroska, Tomázy Dávid and Zákányi
Krisztina, will take away with them after
the class.










Chapter 9
The New Yorker Quiz


The New Yorker is an American weekly magazine, a superb
collection of fiction and non-fiction writing. This chapter is
a quiz about that great resource. Obviously, it is here in Take Off
as I think reading that magazine, the printed or the online version
at the New
Yorker site, can boost your skills. If you know the
answers, email them to me. You will find my address on my Take Off
blog.



Choose five of the following questions and answer them:


	What is the Cartoon Caption Contest?

	Download and listen to a New Yorker fiction podcast. What was
it like?

	Using New Yorker search, look for a short, interesting article
about American students. Read it and summarize it briefly.

	Find an awesome New Yorker author and describe her or his
style.

	On April 2, 2007, the New Yorker published a book review about
a novel by Hungarian author Sándor Márai. Which one?

	In a 2002, the magazine published
an article by Julian
Barnes. In it, he writes about Bill Bryson. Explain that
context.

	Send an email to the magazine to share
your views on an article. Summarize the email in your
answer.

	Watch a few cartoon animations and
tell us which one was the funniest.

	Who is Eustace
Tilley?

	Ask your own question related to the
New Yorker and answer it.












Chapter 10 A
Child's Photo from the JPU Corpus


There are more than two
hundred other Hungarian students' essays and research papers you
can read. They are part of my collection called the JPU Corpus.



*



"My childhood is so far away… it's like I don't even remember being
a child. I think it was someone else who was a child." (Bob
Dylan)



When I was a child, I thought I would remain a child forever. I
thought some people had been born to be adults, and others to be
children. I could never answer the grown-ups' question, "What would
you like to be when you grow up," because I could not really
believe that I would ever grow up. I only wanted to be a good child
for the sake of Santa Claus and nothing else. Now I am said to be a
grown-up. Sometimes I can believe it, sometimes not. If it is true,
I must have been reborn as an adult. And so, whether I believe or
not, I will remain an adult forever. 



Although it was several years
ago, my childhood seems to be far away for me. I feel strange when
I look at old photos of my early years, because somehow I believe
that the small boy in the picture with big brown eyes, curly blond
hair and a sincere smile on his plump-cheeked face was not me, but
another person. 



He had different thoughts and
feelings than I have now. He lived in another world, which provided
splendid surprises and great novelties for him every day, and
abounded in magic and fabulous secrets arousing interest in the
world. Curiosity made him highly imaginative. The tales he heard
from the kindergarten-teacher and from his mother reading them out
before sleep captured his imagination, and made him feel the
presence of lovely fairies, kindly elves, vicious witches, good
princes and princesses, and fair-minded kings around him.



He also felt magic in the wind, the rainbow, the snow, the stars
and in butterflies, tiny colourful insects and old knotted trees.
The ones he showed the greatest concern about appeared in his
drawings made with great care, and formed the topics of long
lasting talks with good friends. He did not know much about
reality—which is usually quite a relative notion for a child—but
knew a lot about love, gratitude, sincerity, and tales.



Sometimes, when grown-ups seem to be strange and unkindly, I would
like to be that small boy again and to be as naive as he was at
that time, and I would rather not know anything about their world,
about money, interest, hatred, wars, lies, and violence.










Chapter 11
Your Chapter


That's the end of Take Off… for the time being, anyway. However,
an ebook is easily revised and updated. So if you have found a tip
or task here that you have used, send me your work for possible
inclusion in a future edition of this collection. Visit my Take Off
blog at http://take-o-f-f.blogspot.com/ and
send me your text via email. 

All the best for your reading and writing skills taking off!

 

József Horváth









From the same author on
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I
Can't Be 16 Again (2011)
Edited by József Horváth

Copyright 2011 Dóra Eklics, Flóra Fülöp, Judit Klára Györffy,
Hajnalka Holczer, Benedek András Kovács, Viola Kremzer, Brigitta
Makk, Noémi Nagy-Fánczi, Kitti Németh and Anikó Nyúl

This collection, my third edited ebook, is based on essays and
stories written by my students in a BA-level Reading and Writing
course in the Spring Semester of 2011. Editorial assistance by
Dávid Horváth.

Enjoy!
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