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Part 1

Current Statistics








As reported in April 2012 General
Conference:



Church Units 

Stakes … 2,946

Missions … 340

Districts … 608

Wards and Branches … 28,784


Church
Membership 

Total Church Membership … 14,441,346

New Children of Record during 2010 … 119,917

Converts Baptized during 2010 …
281,312



Missionaries 

Number of Full-Time Missionaries … 55,410

Church-Service Missionaries … 22,299



Temples


Temples in Operation …
136

——————————

For many other facts and figures, go
to:

http://www.ldschurchnews.com/almanac/








Part 2

Presidents of the Church










Joseph Smith

Born December 23, 1805 in Sharon, Vermont

Became President of the Church on April 6, 1830

Died on June 27, 1844 at Carthage Jail, Carthage,
Illinois
——————
Brigham
Young

Born June 1, 1801 at Whitingham, Vermont

Ordained an Apostle on February 14, 1835

Sustained as President of the Church on December 27, 1847

Died August 29, 1877 in Salt Lake City,
Utah
——————
John
Taylor

Born November 1, 1808 at Milnthorpe, Westmoreland County,
England

Ordained an Apostle December 19, 1838

Sustained President of the Church on October 10, 1880

Died July 25, 1887 in Kaysville,
Utah
——————
Wilford
Woodruff

Born March 1, 1807 at Avon, Connecticut

Ordained an Apostle April 26, 1839

Sustained President of the Church on April 7, 1889

Died September 2, 1898 in San Francisco, California

——————

Lorenzo Snow

Born April 3, 1814 at Mantua, Ohio

Ordained an Apostle February 12, 1849

Sustained President of the Church September 13, 1898

Died October 10, 1901 at Salt Lake City, Utah

——————

Joseph F. Smith

Born November 13, 1838 at Far West, Missouri

Ordained an Apostle July 1, 1866

Ordained President of the Church on October 17, 1901

Died November 19, 1918 at Salt Lake City, Utah

——————
Heber
J. Grant

Born November 22, 1856 at Salt Lake City, Utah

Ordained an Apostle October 16, 1882

Ordained President of the Church November 23, 1918

Died May 14, 1945 at Salt Lake City,
Utah
——————
George
Albert Smith

Born April 4, 1870 at Salt Lake City, Utah

Ordained an Apostle on October 8, 1903

Ordained President of the Church on May 21, 1945

Died April 4, 1951 at Salt Lake City, Utah

——————

David O. McKay

Born September 8, 1872 in Huntsville, Utah

Ordained an Apostle April 9, 1906

Sustained as President of the Church on April 9, 1951

Died January 18, 1970 in Salt Lake City,
Utah
——————
Joseph
Fielding Smith

Born July 19, 1876 a son of President Joseph F, Smith

Ordained an Apostle April 7, 1910

Ordained President of the Church January 23, 1970

Died July 2, 1972 at Salt Lake City, Utah

——————

Harold B. Lee

Born March 28, 1899 at Oneida, Idaho

Ordained an Apostle on April 10, 1941

Ordained President of the Church on July 7, 1972

Died December 26, 1973 at Salt Lake City, Utah

——————

Spencer W. Kimball

Born on March 28, 1895 at Salt Lake City, Utah, but was raised in
Safford, Arizona

Ordained an Apostle on October 7, 1943

Ordained President of the Church on December 30, 1973

Died on November 5, 1985 at Salt Lake City, Utah

——————

Ezra Taft Benson

Born on August 4, 1899 at Whitney, Idaho

Ordained an Apostle on October 7, 1943

Ordained President of the Church on November 10, 1985

Died May 30, 1994 at Salt Lake City, Utah

——————

Howard W. Hunter

Born on November 14, 1907 at Boise, Idaho

Ordained an Apostle on October 15, 1959

Ordained President of the Church on July 5, 1994

Died March 3, 1995 at Salt Lake City, Utah

——————

Gordon B. Hinkley

Born June 23, 1910 at Salt Lake City, Utah

Ordained an Apostle on September 30, 1961

Ordained President of the Church on March 12, 1995

Died January 27,
2008 at Salt Lake City, Utah

—————

Thomas S. Monson
born on
August 21, 1927, at Salt Lake
City, Utah

Ordained an Apostle on October 10, 1963

Ordained president of the Church on February 3,
2008








Part 3

Temples








Chronological


The Early Years:
1830-1846


Independence,
Missouri site
dedicated 02 AUG 1836; one cornerstone laid; Saints delayed
project; were driven out before construction
started.



Kirtland, Ohio … 27
Mar 1836 … Joseph Smith JR … abandoned as Saints were
forced from Kirtland; currently owned by the Community of Christ
(Reorganized
LDS)


Far West, Missouri
site dedicated 04 July 1838; all four
cornerstones laid; Saints driven out before further
construction …
Adam-Ondi-Ahman (Spring Hill),
Missouri site
dedicated 1838; Saints driven out before any construction could
begin.


Nauvoo, Illinois … 30
Apr 1846 … Orson Hyde … destroyed by fire in 1848, after
the Saints left had Nauvoo; rebuilt as #113 below.



——————————

Early Utah Period: 1847-1899



1 … Saint George
Utah … 06 Apr
1877 … Daniel H. Wells … originally dedicated
floor-by-floor so ordinance work could begin as the building rose;
this date was the final dedication of the building as a whole

2 … Logan
Utah … 17 May
1884 … John Taylor … First with 5-room presentation

3 … Manti
Utah … 17 May
1888 … Wilford Woodruff

4 … Salt
Lake (City, Utah) 06 Apr
1893 … Wilford Woodruff … longest construction period -
40 years



——————————

1900 – 1949



5 … Laie
Hawaii … 27 Nov
1919 … Heber J. Grant … first with no upper assembly
hall

6 … Cardston
Alberta … 26 Aug
1923 … Heber J. Grant

7 … Mesa
Arizona … 23 Oct
1927 … Heber J. Grant

8 … Idaho Falls
Idaho … 23 Sep
1945 … George Albert Smith … statue of Moroni added to
spire in 1983



—————————

1950-1959



9 … Bern
Switzerland … 11 Sep
1955 … David O. McKay … first with film presentation;
statue of Moroni added to spire in 2005

10 … Los Angeles
California … 11 Mar
1956 … David O. McKay … last with 5-room 'live'
presentation

11 … Hamilton New
Zealand … 20 Apr
1958 … David O. McKay … #11 & #12 are the first
dedicated within a year of each other

12 … London (Surrey)
England … 09 Sep
1958 … David O. McKay … statue of Moroni added to spire
in 2008



——————————

1960-1969



13 … Oakland
California … 17 Nov
1964 … David O. McKay … first multiple-room film
presentation



——————————

1970-1979



14 … Ogden
Utah … 18 Jan
1972 … Joseph Fielding Smith … #14 & #15 are the
first dedicated within a month of each other; statue of Moroni
added to spire of each in 2004

15 … Provo
Utah … 09 Feb
1972 … Joseph Fielding Smith

16 … Washington
DC … 19 Nov
1974 … Spencer W. Kimball … last with an assembly hall
(until rebuilding of Nauvoo temple in 2002)

7a … Mesa
Arizona
(rededication) … 15 Apr 1975 … Spencer
W. Kimball … although the St George temple had gone through a
major remodeling in the 1930's, this was the first temple to be
renovated and then reopened for a public open house before
rededication.

1a … Saint George
Utah (rededication) …
11 Nov 1975 … Spencer W. Kimball … renovated and
enlarged

5a … Laie
Hawaii
(rededication) … 13 Jun 1978 … Spencer
W. Kimball … renovated and enlarged

17 … Sao Paulo
Brazil … 30 Oct
1978 … Spencer W. Kimball

2a …
Logan
(rededication) … 13 Mar 1979 … Spencer
W. Kimball … interior completely gutted; new building built
inside old shell



—————————

1980-1989



18 … Tokyo
Japan … 27 Oct
1980 … Spencer W. Kimball … statue of Moroni added to
spire in 2004; statue turned 90 degrees to face the front of the
building by the force of the March 2011 earthquake of the coast of
Sendai

19 … Seattle
Washington … 17 Nov
1980 … Spencer W. Kimball

20 … Jordan River
(South Jordan) Utah …
16 Nov 1981 … Marion G. Romney … President Kimball
presided and wrote the dedicatory prayer but President Romney did
the official dedicating

——————
[As a member
of the First Presidency, President Gordon B. Hinckley began at this
time representing the President of the Church by officiating at
most all temple
dedications.]
—————


21 … Atlanta
Georgia … 01 Jun
1983 … Gordon B. Hinckley … first 'International-Size'
temple

22 … Apia (Western)
Samoa … 04 Aug
1983 … Gordon B. Hinckley … destroyed by fire on 09 July
2003 as remodeling was nearing completion; new building dedicated
in 2005.

23 … Nuku’Alofa
Tonga … 09 Aug 1983 …
Gordon B. Hinckley … #22 & #23 are the first dedications
within week of each other

24 … Santiago
Chile … 15 Sep
1983 … Gordon B. Hinckley

25 … Papeete
Tahiti … 28 Oct
1983 … Gordon B. Hinckley

26 … Mexico City D.F.
Mexico … 02 Dec
1983 … Gordon B. Hinckley

27 … Boise
Idaho … 25 May
1984 … Gordon B. Hinckley … first second-generation
'International-size'

28 … Sydney
Australia … 20 Sep
1984 … Gordon B. Hinckley … statue of Moroni added to
spire in 1985; neighborhood had at first objected to it

29 … Manila
Philippines … 25 Sep
1984 … Gordon B. Hinckley

30 … Dallas
Texas … 19 Oct
1984 … Gordon B. Hinckley

31 … Taipei
Taiwan … 17 Nov
1984 … Gordon B. Hinckley

32 … Guatemala City
Guatemala … 14 Dec
1984 … Gordon B. Hinckley

3a … Manti
Utah (rededication) …
14 Jun 1985 … Gordon B. Hinckley … original portions of
building restored; new entrance annex constructed

33 … Freiberg
Germany … 29 Jun
1985 … Gordon B. Hinckley … first built in a Communist
country, then East Germany; statue of Moroni added to spire in 2002
renovation

34 … Stockholm
Sweden … 03 Jul
1985 … Gordon B. Hinckley

35 … Chicago
Illinois … 09 Aug
1985 … Gordon B. Hinckley

36 … Johannesburg
South Africa … 24 Aug
1985 … Gordon B. Hinckley

37 … Seoul South
Korea … 14 Dec
1985 … Gordon B. Hinckley

38 … Lima
Peru … 10 Jan
1986 … Gordon B. Hinckley

39 … Buenos Aires
Argentina … 17 Jan
1986 Thomas S. Monson

40 … Denver
Colorado … 24 Oct
1986 … Ezra Taft Benson

41 … Frankfurt
Germany … 29 Aug
1987 … Gordon B. Hinckley

42 … Portland
Oregon … 19 Aug
1989 … Gordon B. Hinckley

43 … Las Vegas
Nevada … 16 Dec
1989 … Gordon B. Hinckley



——————————

1990-1999



44 … Toronto
Ontario … 25 Aug
1990 … Gordon B. Hinckley

6a … Cardston
Alberta
(rededication) … 06 Jun 1991 … Gordon
B. Hinckley … restored and renovated; new entry added

12a …
London
(rededication) … 18 Oct 1992 … Gordon
B. Hinckley … extensive renovation; 1 large ordinance room
remodeled into four smaller ones. Statue of Moroni added to spire
in 2008.

9a …
Swiss
(rededication) … 23 Oct 1992 … Gordon
B. Hinckley … extensive renovation; 1 large ordinance room
remodeled into four smaller ones. Statue of Moroni added to spire
in 2005.

45 … San Diego
California … 25 Apr
1993 … Gordon B. Hinckley

46 … Orlando
Florida … 09 Oct
1994 … Howard W. Hunter

47 … Bountiful
Utah … 08 Jan
1995 … Howard W. Hunter

—————
[President
Gordon B. Hinckley became President of the Church prior to the
dedication of the Hong Kong
temple.]
—————


48 … Hong Kong
China … 26 May
1996 … Gordon B. Hinckley … built before reunification;
currently only temple in a communist country

49 … Mount Timpanogas
Utah … 13 Oct
1996 … Gordon B. Hinckley

50 … Saint Louis
Missouri … 01 Jun
1997 … Gordon B. Hinckley

51 … Vernal
Utah … 02 Nov
1997 … Gordon B. Hinckley … built inside walls of the
former Uinta tabernacle

52 … Preston
England … 07 Jun
1998 … Gordon B. Hinckley … first temple dedicated by
person who was missionary there in their youth

53 … Monticello
Utah … 26 Jul 1998 …
Gordon B. Hinckley … first 1-room 'Smaller' temple; originally
had a white porcelain angel status; was replaced with a gold
figure; original statue was gold-leafed and put on the Columbus
Ohio temple

54 … Anchorage
Alaska … 09 Jan
1999 … Gordon B. Hinckley

55 … Colonia Juarez
Chihuahua Mexico … 06
Mar 1999 … Gordon B. Hinckley

56 … Madrid
Spain … 19 Mar
1999 … Gordon B. Hinckley

57 … Bogota D.C.
Columbia … 24 Apr
1999 … Gordon B. Hinckley

58 … Guayquil
Ecuador … 01 Aug
1999 … Gordon B. Hinckley

59 … Spokane
Washington … 21 Aug
1999 … Gordon B. Hinckley … first 2-room 'Smaller'
temple

60 … Columbus
Ohio … 04 Sep 1999 …
Gordon B. Hinckley … Monticello Utah temple's original white
porcelain angel was replaced with a gold figure; original
Monticello statue was gold-leafed and put on the Columbus Ohio
temple

61 … Bismark North
Dakota … 19 Sep
1999 … Gordon B. Hinckley

62 … Columbia South
Carolina … 16 Oct
1999 … Gordon B. Hinckley

63 … Detroit
Michigan … 23 Oct
1999 … Gordon B. Hinckley

64 … Halifax Nova
Scotia … 14 Nov
1999 … Gordon B. Hinckley … #64 & #65 are the first
same-day multiple dedications

65 … Regina
Saskatchewan … 14 Nov
1999 … Boyd K. Packer

66 … Billings
Montana … 20 Nov
1999 … Gordon B. Hinckley

67 … Edmonton
Alberta … 10 Dec
1999 … Gordon B. Hinckley

68 … Raleigh North
Carolina … 18 Dec
1999 … Gordon B. Hinckley … fastest construction time -
six months

——————————

2000-2009


2000 … the most
temple dedications in one year – 34 temples dedicated.

—————
69 …
St Paul
Minnesota …
09 Jan 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

70 …
Kona
Hawaii …
23 Jan 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

71 …
Ciudad Juarez
Mexico …
26 Feb 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

72 …
Hermosillo Sonora
Mexico …
27 Feb 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

73 …
Albuquerque New
Mexico …
05 Mar 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckle

74 …
Oaxaca
Mexico …
11 Mar 2000 … James E. Faust

75 …
Tuxtla Guitierrez
Mexico …
12 Mar 2000 … James E. Faust

76 …
Louisville
Kentucky …
19 Mar 2000 … Thomas S. Monson

77 …
Palmyra New
York …
06 Apr 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley … first dedication
broadcast by satellite to stake centers in the U.S. and
Canada

78 …
Fresno
California …
09 Apr 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

79 …
Medford
Oregon …
16 Apr 2000 … James E. Faust

80 …
Memphis
Tennessee …
23 Apr 2000 … James E. Faust

81 …
Reno
Nevada …
23 Apr 2000 … Thomas S. Monson

82 …
Cochabamba
Bolivia …
30 Apr 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

83 …
Tampico
Mexico …
20 May 2000 … Thomas S. Monson

84 …
Villahermosa Tabasco
Mexico …
21 May 2000 … Thomas S. Monson

85 …
Nashville
Tennessee 21
May 2000 … James E. Faust

86 …
Montreal
Quebec …
04 June 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

87 … San
Jose Costa Rica
04 June 2000 … James E.
Faust
[#88-91
- most temples dedicated in a single traveling 'tour'
]
88 …
Fukuoka
Japan …
11 June 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

89 …
Adelaide
Australia …
15 June 2000… Gordon B. Hinckley

90 …
Melbourne
Australia …
16 June 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

91 …
Suva
Fiji …
18 June 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

92 …
Merida Yucatan
Mexico …
08 July 2000 … Thomas S. Monson

93 …
Veracruz
Mexico …
09 July 2000 … Thomas S. Monson

94 …
Baton Rouge
Louisiana …
16 July 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

95 …
Oklahoma City
Oklahoma …
30 July 2000 … James E. Faust

96 …
Caracas D.F.
Venezuela …
20 Aug 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

97 …
Houston
Texas …
26 Aug 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

98 …
Birmingham
Alabama …
03 Sep 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

99 …
Santo Domingo Dominican
Republic …
17 Sep 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

100 …
Boston
Massachusetts …
01 Oct 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley … dedicated without
spire as lawsuits were pending; was added later

101 …
Recife
Brazil …
14 Dec 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

102 …
Porto Alegre
Brazil …
16 Dec 2000 … Gordon B. Hinckley

103 …
Montevideo
Uruguay …
18 Mar 2001 … Gordon B. Hinckley

104 …
Winter
Quarters
(Florence, Nebraska) … 22 Apr
2001 … Gordon B. Hinckley … dedication broadcast to stake
centers in the U.S. & Canada

105 …
Guadalajara
Mexico …
29 Apr 2001… Gordon B. Hinckley

106 …
Perth
Australia …
20 May 2001 … Gordon B. Hinckley

107 …
Columbia River (Richland)
WA … 18
Nov 2001 … Gordon B. Hinckley … first Third Generation
"Smaller" temple

108…
Snowflake
Arizona …
03 Mar 2002 … Gordon B. Hinckley

109 …
Lubbock
Texas …
21 Apr 2002 … Gordon B. Hinckley

110 …
Monterrey
Mexico …
28 Apr 2002 … Gordon B. Hinckley

111 …
Campinas
Brazil …
17 May 2002 … Gordon B. Hinckley

112 …
Asuncion
Paraguay …
19 May 2002 … Gordon B. Hinckley

113 …
Nauvoo Illinois
(rebuilt) …
27 Jun 2002 … Gordon B. Hinckley … anniversary of the
martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum; first temple dedication to be
broadcast worldwide

33a …
Freiberg
Germany
(rededication) … 07 Sep 2002 …
Gordon B. Hinckley … renovated and enlarged; statue of Moroni
added to spire

114 …
The Hague
Netherlands …
08 Sep 2002 … Gordon B. Hinckley

53a …
Monticello
Utah
(rededication) … 17 Nov 2002 …
Gordon B. Hinckley … first of the 1-Room "Smaller" temples;
remodeled into a 2-Room plan

115 …
Brisbane
Australia …
15 Jun 2003 … Gordon B. Hinckley

116 …
Redlands
California …
14 Sep 2003 … Gordon B. Hinckley

117 …
Accra
Ghana …
11 Jan 2004 … Gordon B. Hinckley

54a …
Anchorage
Alaska
(rededication) … 08 Feb 2004 …
Gordon B. Hinckley … 1-Room "Smaller" temple remodeled into a
2-Room plan

17a …
Sao Paulo
Brazil
(rededication) … 22 Feb 2004 …
Gordon B. Hinckley … remodeled, renovated: additions
added

118 …
Copenhagen
Denmark …
23 May 2004 … Gordon B. Hinckley … constructed within the
shell of the former Priorvje Chapel in downtown Copenhagen.

119 …
Manhattan New
York …
13 June 2004 … Gordon B. Hinckley … constructed within an
existing building that already housed a stake center, Family
History center, and area offices

120 …
San Antonio
Texas …
22 May 2005 … Gordon B. Hinckley

121 …
Aba
Nigeria …
07 Aug 2005 … Gordon B. Hinckley

122 …
Newport Beach
California …
28 Aug 2005 … Gordon B. Hinckley

22a …
Apia Samoa
(rebuild) …
04 Sep 2005 … Gordon B. Hinckley … entirely new building
replaced temple destroyed in 2003 fire; original angel statue
survived and is on new temple

24a …
Santiago
Chile
(rededication) … 26 Feb 2006 …
Gordon B. Hinckley … extensive renovation and
enlargement

123 …
Sacramento
California …
03 Sep 2006 … Gordon B. Hinckley

124 …
Helsinki
Finland …
22 Oct 2006 … Gordon B. Hinckley

25a …
Papeete
Tahiti
(rededication) … 12 Nov 2006 … L.
Tom Perry … extensive renovation and enlargement

23a …
Nuku'alofa
Tonga
(rededication) … 04 Nov 2007 …
Russell M. Nelson … extensive renovation and enlargement

—————

[Upon assignment
from the First Presidency, a young Gordon B. Hinckley devised the
plan of presenting the temple endowment using film technology with
multi-language sound tracks, changing the face of temple
presentation and architecture, beginning with the Bern Switzerland
temple (#9). As a counselor in the First Presidency as well as the
President of the Church, President Gordon B. Hinckley
dedicated/re-dedicated 96 temples; acting under his authority his
counselors and other assigned Apostles dedicated/rededicated 16
others. At the time of his death on
January 27,
2008 there
were 15 more temples he'd announced and/or begun construction
on … and who knows how many waiting to be
announced.]

—————

125 …
Rexburg
Idaho …
10 Feb 2008 … Thomas S. Monson … dedication delayed a
week by the death of President Hinckley

126 …
Curitiba
Brazil …
1 June 2008 … Thomas S. Monson

127 …
Panama City
Panama …
10 Aug 2008 … Thomas S. Monson

128 …
Twin Falls
Idaho …
24 Aug 2008 … Thomas S. Monson

26a …
Mexico City D.F.
Mexico
(rededication) … 16 Nov 2008 …
Thomas S. Monson … extensive renovation

129 …
Draper
Utah …
20 Mar 2009 … Thomas S. Monson … The first time you can
stand at one temple and see another! From this temple you can see
the Jordan River temple and the Oquirrh Mountain temple

130 …
Oquirrh Mountain (South Jordan) Utah
Temple …
14 Aug 2009 … Thomas S. Monson … Two temples in the same
city! This and the Jordan River temple are both in South Jordan,
Utah.

—————

[In his opening
address at the October 2009 General Conference, President Thomas S.
Monson announced that 83% of church members currently live within
200 miles of a temple that is either built or announced. And then
he announced five more temples to bring more members closer to
temples.



——————————

2010 – 2019



131 …
Vancouver British
Columbia …
2 May 2010 … Thomas S. Monson

132 …
Gila Valley
Arizona …
23 May 2010 … Thomas S. Monson

133 …
Cebu
Philippines …
13 June 2010 … Thomas S. Monson

134 …
Kyiv
Ukraine …
29 Aug 2010 … Thomas S. Monson

5b …
Laie Hawaii
(2nd
rededication) … 21 Nov 2010 …
Thomas S. Monson

21a …
Atlanta
Georgia
(rededication) … 01 May 2012 …
Thomas S. Monson

135 …
San Salvador El
Salvador …
21 August 2012 … Henry B. Eyring

136 …
Quetzaltenango
Guatemala …
11 December 2011 …
Dieter F. Uchtdorf

137 …
Kansas City
Missouri …
06 May 2012 …

138 …
Manaus
Brazil …
10 June 2012 …



___ …
Tegucigalpa
Honduras …
2012 …

___ …
Brigham City
Utah …
2012

___ …
Calgary Alberta
Canada …
2012

27a …
Boise Idaho
(rededication) … 2012

39a …
Buenos Aires
Argentina
(rededication) … 2012



——————————



ANNOUNCED/UNDER CONSTRUCTION …
Barranquilla Colombia /
Concepción Chile / Cordoba Argentina
/ Durban South
Africa / Fort
Lauderdale Florida / Fort Collins Colorado / Fortaleza Brazil /
Gilbert Arizona / Hartford Connecticut / Indianapolis Indiana
/ Kinshasa,
Democratic Republic of Congo /
Lisbon Portugal / Meridian Idaho / Paris
France / Payson Utah / Philadelphia Pennsylvania / Phoenix Arizona
/ Rome Italy / Provo (Utah) City Center / Sapporo Japan
/ Star Valley
Wyoming /
Tijuana Mexico / Trujillo Peru / Urdaneta
Philippines / Winnipeg Manitoba
(Canada)

 










Geographical


Totals for number of
temples in each locality includes those announced and under
construction.


AFRICA
(5)

CONGO:
Announced:
Kinshasa


GHANA: Accra

NIGERIA: Aba

SOUTH AFRICA (2): Johannesburg /
Announced:
Durban


ASIA
(8)

CHINA: Hong Kong China

JAPAN (3): Fukuoka / Tokyo /
Announced:
Sapporo

KOREA: Seoul South Korea

PHILIPPINES (3): Cebu / Manila /
Announced:
Urdaneta

TAIWAN: Taipei



AUSTRALIA
(5)

Adelaide / Brisbane / Melbourne / Perth /
Sydney

CANADA
(10)

ALBERTA (3): Cardston / Edmonton /
Under Construction:
Calgary

BRITISH COLUMBIA: Vancouver

ONTARIO: Toronto

MANITOBA: Announced:
Winnipeg

NOVA SCOTIA: Halifax

QUEBEC: Montreal

SASKATCHEWAN: Regina



CARIBBEAN
(1)

Santo Domingo Dominican Republic


CENTRAL
AMERICA
(6)

COASTA RICA: San Jose

EL SALVADOR: San Salvador

GUATAMALA (2): Guatemala City /
Quetzaltenango

PANAMA: Panama
City
Under
Construction: Tegucigalpa Honduras



EUROPE
(13)

DENMARK: Copenhagen

ENGLAND (2): London (Surrey) / Preston

FINLAND: Helsinki

FRANCE:
Announced:
Paris

GERMANY (2): Frankfurt / Freiberg

ITALY: Under
Construction:
Rome

NETHERLANDS: The Hague

PORTUGAL:
Announced:
Lisbon

SWITZERLAND: Bern

SPAIN: Madrid

SWEDEN: Stockholm

UKRAINE: Kyiv (Keiv)


MEXICO
(13)

Ciudad Juarez / Colonia Juarez Chihuahua / Guadalajara / Hermosillo
Sonora / Merida Yucatan / Mexico City D.F. / Monterrey / Oaxaca /
Tampico / Tuxtla Guitierrez / Veracruz / Villahermosa Tabasco
/ Announced:
Tijuanna


PACIFIC
(5)
(Hawaii
is listed under 'United
States'.)

FIJI: Suva

NEW ZEALAND: Hamilton

SAMOA: Apia (Western) Samoa (1983; rebuilt 2005)

TAHITI: Papeete Tahiti

TONGA: Nuku’Alofa Tonga


SOUTH
AMERICA
(20)

ARGENTINA (2): Buenos Aires /
Under Construction:
Cordoba 

BRAZIL (7): Campinas / Curitiba / Porto Alegre / Recife / Sao Paulo
/ Under
Construction: Fortaleza /
Manaus

BOLIVA: Cochabamba

CHILE (2): Santiago /
Announced:
Concepción

COLUMBIA (2): Bogota D.C. /
Announced:
Barranquilla


ECUADOR: Guayquil

PARAGUAY: Asuncion

PERU (2): Lima /
Under Construction:
Trujillo 

URUGUAY: Montevideo

VENEZUELA: Caracas D.F.


 UNITED
STATES OF
AMERICA

Alabama: Birmingham

Alaska: Anchorage

Arizona (5): Gila Valley / Mesa / Snowflake
/ Announced:
Gilbert /
Phoenix
California
(7): Fresno / Los Angeles / Newport Beach / Oakland / Redlands /
Sacramento / San Diego

Colorado (2): Denver /
Announced: Fort
Collins

Connecticut:
Announced:
Hartford

Florida (2): Orlando /
Under Construction: Fort
Lauderdale

Georgia: Atlanta

Hawaii (2): Kona / Laie

Idaho (5): Boise / Idaho Falls / Rexburg / Twin Falls
/ Announced:
Meridian

Indiana:
Announced:
Indianapolis


Illinois (2): Chicago / Nauvoo (1847; rebuilt 2002)

Kentucky: Louisville

Louisiana: Baton Rouge

Maryland: Washington DC (Silver Springs, Maryland)

Massachusetts: Boston

Michigan: Detroit

Minnesota: St Paul

Missouri (2): Saint Louis /
Under Construction: Kansas
City

Montana: Billings

Nebraska: Winter Quarters (Florence)

Nevada (2): Las Vegas / Reno

New Mexico: Albuquerque

New York (2): Manhattan / Palmyra

North Carolina: Raleigh

North Dakota: Bismark

Ohio (2): Columbus / Kirtland (abandoned)

Oklahoma: Oklahoma City

Oregon (2): Medford / Portland

Pennsylvania:
Under Construction:
Philadelphia


South Carolina: Columbia

Texas (4): Dallas / Houston / Lubbock / San Antonio

Utah (15): Bountiful / Draper / Jordan River (South Jordan) / Logan
/ Manti / Monticello / Mount Timpanogas / Ogden (currently
undergoing total remodeling) / Oquirrh Mountain (South Jordan) Utah
/ Provo Utah / Saint George Utah / Salt Lake (City, Utah) / Vernal
Utah / Under
Construction: Brigham City / Payson / Announced: Provo City
Center
Washington
(3): Columbia River (Richland) / Seattle / Spokane

Wyoming:
Announced: Star
Valley

 










Temple Trivia and Firsts



CANCELLED/CHANGED
PROJECTS


Far
West, Missouri
site dedicated 04 July 1838; all four
cornerstones laid; Saints driven out before further
construction.


Adam-Ondi-Ahman (Spring Hill),
Missouri site
dedicated 1838; Saints driven out before any construction could
begin. 

Los Angeles (original
project) …
The site was purchased and the project announced in 1937. The
pre-World War II design work was done at the same time as the
design work for the Idaho Falls temple and appeared to be a similar
design but twice as big. Church population in the area grew so
rapidly during World War II that a new, much larger design was
created.


Pago Pago, American
Samoa …
announced late 1977; canceled in April 1980 in favor of a temple in
Apia, Western Samoa as temples for Tonga and Tahiti were also
announced at that time and Apia was a better site for the remaining
temple district.


Bogota Columbia (original
project) …
originally announced in 1984 as one of President Kimball's
"International-Size" temples - a large, A-frame building of 10,000
sq ft. But by the time the building was approved by the government
and ground was broken in 1993, the design had been upgraded to a
large, "traditional size" temple of 53,500 sq
ft. 

Hartford,
Connecticut …
announced in 1992; Church was unable to obtain site or permits due
to extreme public opposition; the project was canceled in 1995 with
announcement of temples for Boston, Massachusetts and Harrison, New
York to take its place. In 2010 President Monson announced another
temple for Hartford … second time's a
charm?

Boston Massachusetts (original
project) …
Original plan was to have been an 89,000 sq. ft. design with six
towers. The design slowly shrank to 69,000 sq. ft with one steeple
to compromise with the surrounding
community.


White Plains / Harrison NY / New York New York (original
project) …
Announced in 1995, the project was tied up seeking building permits
for seven years. The original plan was to have been a 97,000 sq.
ft. structure. But by the time the Church received permission to
build it was downscaled to a 28,400 sq. ft. building with a single
spire instead of six. At the time this compromise was reached
(2002) the temple in downtown Manhattan had just been announced and
was under construction, eliminating the population of downtown New
York city from this temple's district. Although permission was
granted to build, construction for this temple has yet to begin.
Listing of this temple project has been dropped form the LDS
Church's website, but there has been no announcement of it being
canceled.


Nashville, Tennessee (original
project) …
a large traditional-size temple was planned, but the Church was
unable to obtain permits due to community opposition - the
community felt it had enough religious buildings and did not want
more; building was canceled and replaced with "smaller temple" at
another location. NOT that this has to do with anything, but a
month after the Church announced this change in the project a
tornado destroyed all four churches in the community where the
original site for this temple had been planned. An interesting
coincidence I only mention and put no more emphasis other than the
fact that it's an interesting
coincidence.


Monterrey Mexico (original project)
… A large, traditional-size temple was
announced 1995; the Church unable to obtain permits due to extreme
opposition led mainly by local Catholic priests; in 2000 it was
canceled and replaced with a "smaller temple" at another
location.

Redlands California (original
project) …
the design was enlarged by an extra 1,000 square feet after initial
city approval and before construction
began. 

Sacramento California (original
project) …
originally planned to be a large traditional-size temple, the
project was scaled down to at 17,000+ sq feet "smaller temple"
after 16 months of negotiations to compromise with the local
community's
concerns.
Un-named
temple for the Salt Lake
Valley …
At the same time that the Oquirrh Mountain Utah Temple site was
announced, the Church announced another temple would also be built
in the Salt Lake Valley, but all mention of this one was dropped
after an out-going mayor in one of the communities announced to the
press where that second site was going to be, doubling and tripling
real estate prices for a new subdivision he had a financial stake
in.

——————————
Oldest
temple in
continuous
use:
Saint George Utah,
1877
Tallest
temple:
Washington DC, 288 feet
high
Largest
actual structure:
Los
Angeles

Most square
footage:
Salt Lake (taking into account the
annex and that huge basement that takes up a quarter of Temple
Square)
Longest
construction time:
Salt Lake, 40
years
Shortest
construction time:
Raleigh North Carolina, 6
months
Longest
Waiting Period between Announcement and
Ground-Breaking:
The Kyiv (Keiv) Ukraine temple was
announced 20 July 1998 and ground was broken and construction
started on 23 June 2007 - nine years. (Bogota Columbia temple has
eight years between announcement and ground-breaking; the Salt Lake
temple 6
years.)
Most
Unique Groundbreaking:
President Kimball broke ground for
the Jordan River temple with a bulldozer instead of the traditional
shovel to emphasize his motto of "Lengthen Your
Stride".
Most
extensive change:
Logan Utah temple was completely
gutted and a new building built within the original exterior shell.
The Atlanta Georgia temple's interior was also completely gutted
(except for he baptistery) and rebuilt. The Ogden Utah temple is
currently having its complete exterior removed, the interior mostly
gutted, and is being rebuilt in a completely different
architectural
style.
Most
remodelings:
Saint George Utah began as a design
similar to Nauvoo - an upper and a lower assembly hall with the
endowment being presented in curtained compartments in the lower
assembly hall. In 1937 the lower hall and part of the basement was
remodeled into the five muraled Ordinance Rooms used to make up the
"live" session. In 1975 it was remodeled to accommodate the "film"
session, with a huge annex to the north and a stairwell annex added
on the west side of the structure. But through it all it still has
much of the original wood flooring and hand-made glass in the
original
structure.
Only
temples not yet utilizing the "film"
session:
Salt Lake and Manti Utah
temples
Only
temples left without an Angel Moroni statue on the
spire:
Logan Utah, Manti Utah, Hamilton New
Zealand have spires but no angel statues. Laie Hawaii, Cardston
Alberta, and Mesa Arizona were built without spires or towers and
have no place to put such a
statue.

Most Temples Dedicated in One
Year:
2000 - 34
temples
Closest
temples
The Jordan River Utah temple and the
Oquirrh Mountain Utah temple are apx. three and a half miles apart;
both in South Jordan, Salt Lake County, Utah. On a any given day
you can stand at the front of the Oquirrh Mountain temple and see
the Jordan River temple
and
the Draper Utah temple. On a clear
day and knowing exactly where to look, you can also see the Salt
Lake temple. I never thought I'd live to see the day you could see
one temple from another, but
four…
?!

——————
First
temple in -

- North America:
Kirtland, Ohio, 1836

-
the
Pacific:
Laie Hawaii, 1919

-
Europe:
Bern Switzerland, 1955

-
South
America:
Sao Paul Brazil, 1978

-
Asia:
Tokyo Japan, 1982

-
Mexico/Central
America:
Mexico City D.F. Mexico, 1983

-
Australia:
Sydney Australia, 1984

-
Africa:
Johannesburg South Africa, 1985

——————
First
with baptismal font:


Nauvoo,
1846
First
with muraled ordinance rooms for "live"
sessions:


Logan,
1884
First
utilizing motion picture technology for "film"
sessions:


Bern Switzerland,
1955
First
temple baptismal font with no
oxen:

Atlanta Georgia, 1983 (has since been
remodeled into a traditional
baptistery)
First
with two spires/towers:


Logan
Utah
First
with five spires/towers:


Oakland
California
First
with six spires/towers:


Salt
Lake
First
with no spires/towers:


Laie
Hawaii
First
with an Angel Moroni on the
spire/tower:


Nauvoo - it was a weather vane… Salt Lake had the first
statue.
First
to have an Angel Moroni statue added to its
spire
after
its
dedication:


Idaho Falls Idaho - dedicated in 1945, statue added in
1983
First
Angel Moroni statue to loose its
trumpet:


Tokyo Japan temple's statue lost its trumpet in a wind storm
several months after receiving the statue. (Since the 1980's the
statues have all been made of fiberglass and with most of them the
trumpet is a separate piece put in place just before it's put in
place.)
First
Temple built within the shell of a non-temple
building:


Vernal Utah - the former Uintah
Tabernacle.
First
to reopen for a public open house before rededication following a
remodeling:


Mesa Arizona,
1975
First
temple to hold an Open House
before
construction even
began:


The Vernal Utah temple was built within the walls of the former
Uintah tabernacle - an open house was held for the local residents
to see the inside of the tabernacle one last time before the
building was gutted and the temple was
constructed.
First
to be destroyed and rebuilt:


Nauvoo, Illinois: dedicated 1846, destroyed 1848; rebuilt
2002
First
non-English endowment session:


Spanish - performed in the Mesa Arizona
temple
First
Spanish-speaking temple:


Santiago Chile … yes, it was dedicated even before the Mexico
City
temple.
First
Temple with baseball fields:


The Gila Valley Arizona temple was built on the local stake
recreation property, which had four baseball fields. Two of the
fields were destroyed to built a new stake center, the temple being
built on the other side of the stake
center.
First
city with two temples:


South Jordan, Utah is the home of the Jordan River temple and the
Oquirrh Mountain temple. Provo, Utah is soon to follow with the
Provo Utah temple and the Provo City Center
temple
Most
temples in one county:


Salt Lake (Utah) County with 4 … Utah County soon to follow
with four (2 currently under
construction)
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Official Proclamations








2000 - The Living Christ


 

The
Living Christ
The Testimony of the
Apostles

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

to be read in Sacrament Meetings in January, 2000

As we commemorate the birth of Jesus Christ two
millennia ago, we offer our testimony of the reality of His
matchless life and the infinite virtue of His great atoning
sacrifice. None other has had so profound an influence upon all who
have lived and will yet live upon the earth.

He was the Great Jehovah of the Old Testament, the
Messiah of the New. Under the direction of His Father, He was the
creator of the earth. "All things were made by him; and without him
was not any thing made that was made" (John 1:3). Though sinless,
He was baptized to fulfill all righteousness. He "went about doing
good" (Acts 10:38), yet was despised for it. His gospel was a
message of peace and goodwill. He entreated all to follow His
example. He walked the roads of Palestine, healing the sick,
causing the blind to see, and raising the dead. He taught the
truths of eternity, the reality of our premortal existence, the
purpose of our life on earth, and the potential for the sons and
daughters of God in the life to come.

He instituted the sacrament as a reminder of His
great atoning sacrifice. He was arrested and condemned on spurious
charges, convicted to satisfy a mob, and sentenced to die on
Calvary's cross. He gave His life to atone for the sins of all
mankind. His was a great vicarious gift in behalf of all who would
ever live upon the earth.

We solemnly testify that His life, which is central
to all human history, neither began in Bethlehem nor concluded on
Calvary. He was the Firstborn of the Father, the Only Begotten Son
in the flesh, the Redeemer of the world.

He rose from the grave to "become the firstfruits of
them that slept" (1 Corinthians 15:20). As Risen Lord, He visited
among those He had loved in life. He also ministered among His
"other sheep" (John 10:16) in ancient America. In the modern world,
He and His Father appeared to the boy Joseph Smith, ushering in the
long-promised "dispensation of the fullness of times" (Ephesians
1:10).

Of the living Christ, the Prophet Joseph wrote: "His
eyes were as a flame of fire; the hair of his head was white like
the pure snow; his countenance shone above the brightness of the
sun; and his voice was as the sound of the rushing of great waters,
even the voice of Jehovah, saying:

"I am the first and the last; I am he who liveth, I
am he who was slain: I am your advocate with the Father" (D&C
110:3-4).

Of him the Prophet also declared: "And now, after
the many testimonies which have been given of him, this is the
testimony, last of all, which we give of him: That he
lives!

"For we saw him standing on the right hand of God;
and we heard the voice bearing record that he is the Only Begotten
of the Father

"That by him, and through him, and of him, the
worlds are and were created, and the inhabitants thereof are
begotten sons and daughters unto God" (D&C
76:22-24)."

We declare in words of solemnity that His priesthood
and His Church have been restored upon the earth "built upon the
foundation of … apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being
the chief corner stone" (Ephesians 2:20).

We testify that He will someday return to earth.
"And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall
see it together" (Isaiah 40:5). He will rule as King of Kings and
reign as Lord of Lords, and every knee shall bend and every tongue
shall speak in worship before Him. Each of us will stand to be
judged of Him according to our works and the desires of our
hearts.

We bear our testimony, as His duly ordained Apostles
that Jesus is the Living Christ, the immortal Son of God. He is the
great King Immanuel, who stands today on the right hand of His
Father. He is the light, the life, and the hope of the world. His
way is the path that leads to happiness in this life and eternal
life in the world to come. God be thanked for the matchless gift of
His divine Son.

The First Presidency - Gordon B. Hinckley, Thomas S.
Monson, James E. Faust

The Quorum of the Twelve - Boyd K. Packer, L. Tom
Perry, David B. Haight, Neal A. Maxwell, Russell M. Nelson, Dallin
H. Oakes, M. Russell Ballard, Joseph R. Wirthlin, Richard G. Scott,
Robert D. Hales, Jeffrey R. Holland, Henry B.
Eyring










1995 - The Family: A Proclamation to the
World


read by President Gordon B. Hinckley at the
General Relief Society Meeting, September 23, 1995, in Salt Lake
City, Utah

The First Presidency and Council of the Twelve
Apostles of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day
Saints

We, the First Presidency and the Council of the
Twelve Apostles of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
solemnly proclaim that marriage between a man and a woman is
ordained of God and that the family is central to the Creator's
plan for the eternal destiny of His children.

All human beings - male and female - are created in
the image of God. Each is a beloved spirit son or daughter of
heavenly parents, and, as such, each has a divine nature and
destiny. Gender is an essential characteristic of individual
premortal, mortal, and eternal identity and
purpose.

In the premortal realm, spirit sons and daughters
knew and worshipped God as their Eternal Father and accepted His
plan by which His children could obtain a physical body and gain
earthly experience to progress toward perfection and ultimately
realize his or her divine destiny as an heir of eternal life. The
divine plan of happiness enables family relationships to be
perpetuated beyond the grave. Sacred ordinances and covenants
available in holy temples make it possible for individuals to
return to the presence of God and for families to be united
eternally.

The first commandment that God gave to Adam and Eve
pertained to their potential for parenthood as husband and wife. We
declare that God's commandment for His children to multiply and
replenish the earth remains in force. We further declare that God
has commanded that the sacred powers of procreation are to be
employed only between man and woman, lawfully wedded as husband and
wife.

We declare the means by which mortal life is created
to be divinely appointed. We affirm the sanctity of life and of its
importance in God's eternal plan.

Husband and wife have a solemn responsibility to
love and care for each other and for their children. "Children are
an heritage of the Lord" (Psalms 127:3). Parents have a sacred duty
to rear their children in love and righteousness, to provide for
their physical and spiritual needs, to teach them to love and serve
one another, to observe the commandments of God and to be
law-abiding citizens wherever they live. Husbands and wives -
mothers and fathers - will be held accountable before God for the
discharge of these obligations.

The family is ordained of God. Marriage between man
and woman is essential to His eternal plan. Children are entitled
to birth within the bonds of matrimony, and to be reared by a
father and a mother who honor marital vows with complete fidelity.
Happiness in family life is most likely to be achieved when founded
upon the teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ. Successful marriages
and families are established and maintained on principles of faith,
prayer, repentance, forgiveness, respect, love, compassion, work,
and wholesome recreational activities. By divine design, fathers
are to preside over their families in love and righteousness and
are responsible to provide the necessities of life and protection
for their families. Mothers are primarily responsible for the
nurture of their children. In these sacred responsibilities,
fathers and mothers are obligated to help one another as equal
partners. Disability, death, or other circumstances may necessitate
individual adaptation. Extended families should lend support when
needed.

We warn that individuals who violate covenants of
chastity, who abuse spouse or offspring, or who fail to fulfill
family responsibilities will one day stand accountable before God.
Further, we warn that the disintegration of the family will bring
upon individuals, communities, and nations the calamities foretold
by ancient and modern prophets.

We call upon responsible citizens and officers of
government everywhere to promote those measures designed to
maintain and strengthen the family as the fundamental unit of
society.










1980 - The First Presidency and the
Council of the Twelve Apostles of the Chuch of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints


This document was put forth in commemoration of
the 150th anniversary of the organization of the Church, Sunday,
April 6, 1980.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was
organized 150 years ago today. On this sesquicentennial anniversary
we issue to the world a proclamation concerning its progress, its
doctrine, its mission, and its message.

On April 6, 1830, a small group assembled in the
farmhouse of Peter Whitmer in Fayette Township in the State of New
York. Six men participated in the formal organization procedures,
with Joseph Smith as their leader. From that modest beginning in a
rural area, this work has grown consistently and broadly, as men
and women in many lands have embraced the doctrine and entered the
waters of baptism. There are now almost four and a half million
living members, and the Church is stronger and growing more rapidly
than at any time in its history. Congregations of Latter-day Saints
are found throughout North, Central, and South America; in the
nations of Europe; in Asia; in Africa; in Australia and the islands
of the South Pacific; and in other areas of the world. The gospel
restored through the instrumentality of Joseph Smith is presently
taught in forty-six languages and in eighty-one nations. From that
small meeting held in a farmhouse a century and a half ago, the
Church has grown until today it includes nearly 12,000 organized
congregations.

We testify that this restored gospel was introduced
into the world by the marvelous appearance of God the Eternal
Father and His Son, the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ. That most
glorious manifestation marked the beginning of the fulfillment of
the promise of Peter, who prophesied of "the times of restitution
of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy
prophets since the world began," this in preparation for the coming
of the Lord to reign personally upon the earth (Acts
3:21).

We solemnly affirm that The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints is in fact a restoration of the Church
established by the Son of God, when in mortality he organized his
work upon the earth; that it carries his sacred name, even the name
of Jesus Christ; that it is built upon a foundation of Apostles and
prophets, he being the chief cornerstone; that its priesthood, in
both the Aaronic and Melchizedek orders, was restored under the
hands of those who held it anciently: John the Baptist, in the case
of the Aaronic; and Peter, James, and John in the case of the
Melchizedek.

We declare that the Book of Mormon was brought forth
by the gift and power of God and that it stands beside the Bible as
another witness of Jesus the Christ, the Savior and Redeemer of
mankind. Together they testify of his divine
sonship.

We give our witness that the doctrines and practices
of the Church encompass salvation and exaltation not only for those
who are living, but also for the dead, and that in sacred temples
built for this purpose a great vicarious work is going forward in
behalf of those who have died, so that all men and women of all
generations may become the beneficiaries of the saving ordinances
of the gospel of the Master. This great, selfless labor is one of
the distinguishing features of this restored Church of Jesus
Christ.

We affirm the sanctity of the family as a divine
creation and declare that God our Eternal Father will hold parents
accountable to rear their children in light and truth, teaching
them "to pray, and to walk uprightly before the Lord" (D&C
68:28). We teach that the most sacred of all relationships, those
family associations of husbands and wives and parents and children,
may be continued eternally when marriage is solemnized under the
authority of the holy priesthood exercised in temples dedicated for
these divinely authorized purposes.

We bear witness that all men and women are sons and
daughters of God, each accountable to him; that our lives here on
earth are part of an eternal plan; that death is not the end, but
rather a transition from this to another sphere of purposeful
activity made possible through the Atonement of the Redeemer of the
world; and that we shall there have the opportunity of working and
growing toward perfection.

We testify that the spirit of prophecy and
revelation is among us. "We believe all that God has revealed, all
that He does now reveal; and we believe that He will yet reveal
many great and important things pertaining to the Kingdom of God"
(Articles of Faith 1:9). The heavens are not sealed; God continues
to speak to his children through a prophet empowered to declare his
word, now as he did anciently.

The mission of the Church today, as it has been from
the beginning, is to teach the gospel of Christ to all the world in
obedience to the commandment given by the Savior prior to his
ascension and repeated in modern revelation: "Go ye into all the
world, preach the gospel to every creature, acting in the authority
which I have given you, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost" (D&C 68:8).

Through the Prophet Joseph Smith the Lord revealed
these words of solemn warning: “Hearken ye people from afar; and ye
that are upon the islands of the sea, listen together. For verily,
the voice of the Lord is unto all men, and there is none to escape;
and there is no eye that shall not see, neither ear that shall not
hear, neither heart that shall not be penetrated. And the
rebellious shall be pierced with much sorrow; for their iniquities
shall be spoken upon the housetops, and their secret acts shall be
revealed. And the voice of warning shall be unto all people, by the
mouths of my disciples, whom I have chosen in these last days”.
[D&C 1:1-4]

It is our obligation, therefore, to teach faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ, to plead with the people of the earth for
individual repentance, to administer the sacred ordinances of
baptism by immersion for the remission of sins and the laying on of
hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost—all of this under the
authority of the priesthood of God.

It is our responsibility to espouse and follow an
inspired program of instruction and activity, and to build and
maintain appropriate facilities for the accomplishment of this,
that all who will hear and accept may grow in understanding of
doctrine and develop in principles of Christian service to their
fellowmen.

As we stand today on the summit of 150 years of
progress, we contemplate humbly and gratefully the sacrifices of
those who have gone before us, many of whom gave their lives in
testimony of this truth. We are thankful for their faith, for their
example, for their mighty labors and willing consecrations for this
cause which they considered more precious than life itself. They
have passed to us a remarkable heritage. We are resolved to build
on that heritage for the blessing and benefit of those who follow,
who will constitute ever enlarging numbers of faithful men and
women throughout the earth.

This is God's work. It is his kingdom we are
building. Anciently the prophet Daniel spoke of it as a stone cut
out of the mountain without hands, which was to roll forth to fill
the whole earth (see Dan. 2:31-45). We invite the honest in heart
everywhere to listen to the teachings of our missionaries who are
sent forth as messengers of eternal truth, to study and learn, and
to ask God, our Eternal Father, in the name of his Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ, “if these things are true. And if ye shall ask with a
sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ, he will
manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost.
And by the power of the Holy Ghost ye may know the truth of all
things.” [Moro. 10:4-5]

We call upon all men and women to forsake evil and
turn to God; to work together to build that brotherhood which must
be recognized when we truly come to know that God is our Father and
we are his children; and to worship him and his Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ, the Savior of mankind. In the authority of the Holy
Priesthood in us vested, we bless the seekers of truth wherever
they may be and invoke the favor of the Almighty upon all men and
nations whose God is the Lord, in the name of Jesus Christ, amen
.










1916 - The Father and the Son


 

A Doctrinal Exposition by
The First Presidency and The Twelve

June 30, 1916; originally printed as a pamphlet

The scriptures plainly and repeatedly affirm that
God is the Creator of the earth and the heavens and all things that
in them are. In the sense so expressed the Creator is an Organizer.
God created the earth as an organized sphere; but He certainly did
not create, in the sense of bringing into primal existence, the
ultimate elements of the materials of which the earth consists, for
"the elements are eternal" (D&C 93:33).

So also life is eternal, and not created; but life,
or the vital force, may be infused into organized matter, though
the details of the process have not been revealed unto man. For
illustrative instances see Genesis 2:7; Moses 3:7; and Abraham 5:7.
Each of these scriptures states that God breathed into the body of
man the breath of life. See further Moses 3:19, for the statement
that God breathed the breath of life into the bodies of the beasts
and birds. God showed unto Abraham "the intelligences that were
organized before the world was"; and by "intelligences" we are to
understand personal "spirits" (Abraham 3:22-23); nevertheless, we
are expressly told that "Intelligence" that is, "the light of truth
was not created or made, neither indeed can be" (D&C
93:29).

The term "Father" as applied to Deity occurs in
sacred writ with plainly different meanings. Each of the four
significations specified in the following treatment should be
carefully segregated.

1. "Father" as Literal Parent

Scriptures embodying the ordinary
signification—literally that of Parent—are too numerous and
specific to require citation. The purport of these scriptures is to
the effect that God the Eternal Father, whom we designate by the
exalted name-title "Elohim," is the literal Parent of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, and of the spirits of the human race. Elohim
is the Father in every sense in which Jesus Christ is so
designated, and distinctively He is the Father of spirits. Thus we
read in the Epistle to the Hebrews: "Furthermore we have had
fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them
reverence; shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the
Father of spirits, and live?" (Hebrews 12:9). In view of this fact
we are taught by Jesus Christ to pray: "Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be thy name."

Jesus Christ applies to Himself both titles, "Son"
and "Father." Indeed, He specifically said to the brother of Jared:
"Behold, I am Jesus Christ. I am the Father and the Son" (Ether
3:14). Jesus Christ is the Son of Elohim both as spiritual and
bodily offspring; that is to say, Elohim is literally the Father of
the spirit of Jesus Christ and also of the body in which Jesus
Christ performed His mission in the flesh, and which body died on
the cross and was afterward taken up by the process of
resurrection, and is now the immortalized tabernacle of the eternal
spirit of our Lord and Savior. No extended explanation of the title
"Son of God" as applied to Jesus Christ appears
necessary.

2. "Father" as Creator

A second scriptural meaning of "Father" is that of
Creator, e. g. in passages referring to any one of the Godhead as
"The Father of the heavens and of the earth and all things that in
them are" (Ether 4:7; see also Alma 11:38, 39 and Mosiah
15:4).

God is not the Father of the earth as one of the
worlds in space, nor of the heavenly bodies in whole or in part,
nor of the inanimate objects and the plants and the animals upon
the earth, in the literal sense in which He is the Father of the
spirits of mankind. Therefore, scriptures that refer to God in any
way as the Father of the heavens and the earth are to be understood
as signifying that God is the Maker, the Organizer, the Creator of
the heavens and the earth.

With this meaning, as the context shows in every
case, Jehovah, who is Jesus Christ the Son of Elohim, is called
"the Father," and even "the very eternal Father of heaven and of
earth" (see passages before cited, and also Mosiah 16:15). With
analogous meaning Jesus Christ is called "The Everlasting Father"
(Isaiah 9:6; compare 2 Nephi 19:6). The descriptive titles
"Everlasting" and "Eternal" in the foregoing texts are
synonymous.

That Jesus Christ, whom we also know as Jehovah, was
the executive of the Father, Elohim, in the work of creation is set
forth in the book "Jesus the Christ" Chapter 4. Jesus Christ, being
the Creator, is consistently called the Father of heaven and earth
in the sense explained above; and since His creations are of
eternal quality He is very properly called the Eternal Father of
heaven and earth.

3. Jesus Christ the "Father" of Those Who Abide in
His Gospel

A third sense in which Jesus Christ is regarded as
the "Father" has reference to the relationship between Him and
those who accept His Gospel and thereby become heirs of eternal
life. Following are a few of the scriptures illustrating this
meaning.

In the fervent prayer offered just prior to His
entrance into Gethsemane, Jesus Christ supplicated His Father in
behalf of those whom the Father had given unto Him, specifically
the apostles, and, more generally, all who would accept and abide
in the Gospel through the ministry of the apostles. Read in our
Lord's own words the solemn affirmation that those for whom He
particularly prayed were His own, and that His Father had given
them unto Him: "I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou
gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them
me; and they have kept thy word. Now they have known that all
things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. For I have given
unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received
them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they
have believed that thou didst send me. I pray for them: I pray not
for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are
thine. And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am
glorified in them. And now I am no more in the world, but these are
in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine
own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one as we
are. While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name:
those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost,
but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled"
(John 17:6-12).

"Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through their word; That they all may be
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may
be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.
And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may
be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they
may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou
hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. Father, I
will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I
am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for
thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world" (John
17:20-24).

To His faithful servants in the present dispensation
the Lord has said: "Fear not, little children; for you are mine,
and I have overcome the world, and you are of them that my Father
hath given me" (D&C 50:41).

Salvation is attainable only through compliance with
the laws and ordinances of the Gospel; and all who are thus saved
become sons and daughters unto God in a distinctive sense. In a
revelation given through Joseph the Prophet to Emma Smith the Lord
Jesus addressed the woman as "My daughter," and said: "for verily I
say unto you, all those who receive my gospel are sons and
daughters in my kingdom" (D&C 25:1). In many instances the Lord
has addressed men as His sons (e.g. D&C 9:1; 34:3;
121:7).

That by obedience to the Gospel men may become sons
of God, both as sons of Jesus Christ, and, through Him, as sons of
His Father, is set forth in many revelations given in the current
dispensation. Thus we read in an utterance of the Lord Jesus Christ
to Hyrum Smith in 1829: "Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
I am the life and the light of the world. I am the same who came
unto my own and my own received me not; But verily, verily, I say
unto you, that as many as receive me, to them will I give power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on my name.
Amen." (D&C 11:28-30). To Orson Pratt the Lord spoke through
Joseph the Seer, in 1830: "My son Orson, hearken and hear and
behold what I, the Lord God, shall say unto you, even Jesus Christ
your Redeemer; The light and the life of the world; a light which
shineth in darkness and the darkness comprehendeth it not; Who so
loved the world that he gave his own life, that as many as would
believe might come the sons of God: wherefore you are my son"
(D&C 34:1-3). In 1830 the Lord thus addressed Joseph Smith and
Sidney Rigdon: "Listen to the voice of the Lord your God, even
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, whose course is one
eternal round, the same today as yesterday, and for ever. I am
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who was crucified for the sins of the
world, even as many as will believe on my name, that they may
become the sons of God, even one in me as I am in the Father, as
the Father is one in me, that we may be one" (D&C 35:1-2).
Consider also the following given in 1831: "Hearken and listen to
the voice of him who is from all eternity to all eternity, the
Great I AM, even Jesus Christ, The light and the life of the world;
a light which shineth in darkness and the darkness comprehendeth it
not: The same which came in the meridian of time unto my own, and
my own received me not; But to as many as received me, gave I power
to become my sons, and even so will I give unto as many as will
receive me, power to become my sons" (D&C 39:1-4). In a
revelation given through Joseph Smith in March, 1831 we read: "For
verily I say unto you that I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the end, the light and the life of the world—a light that shineth
in darkness and the darkness comprehendeth it not. I came unto my
own, and my own received me not; but unto as many as received me,
gave I power to do many miracles, and to become the sons of God,
and even unto them that believed on my name gave I power to obtain
eternal life" (D&C 45:7-8).

A forceful exposition of this relationship between
Jesus Christ as the Father and those who comply with the
requirements of the Gospel as His children was given by Abinadi,
centuries before our Lord's birth in the flesh: "And now I say unto
you. Who shall declare his generation? Behold, I say unto you, that
when his soul has been made an offering for sin, he shall see his
seed. And now what say ye? And who shall be his seed? Behold I say
unto you, that whosoever has heard the words of the prophets, yea,
all the holy prophets who have prophesied concerning the coming of
the Lord; I say unto you, that all those who have hearkened unto
their words, and believed that the Lord would redeem his people,
and have looked forward to that day for a remission of their sins;
I say unto you, that these are his seed, or they are the heirs of
the kingdom of God: For these are they whose sins he has borne;
these are they for whom he has died, to redeem them from their
transgressions. And now, are they not his seed? Yea, and are not
the prophets, every one that has opened his mouth to prophesy, that
has not fallen into transgression; I mean all the holy prophets
ever since the world began? I say unto you that they are his seed"
(Mosiah 15:10-13).

In tragic contrast with the blessed state of those
who become children of God through obedience to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ is that of the unregenerate, who are specifically called the
children of the devil. Note the words of Christ, while in the
flesh, to certain wicked Jews who boasted of their Abrahamic
lineage: "If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of
Abraham.

Ye do the deeds of your father. If God were your
Father, ye would love me. Ye are of your father the devil, and the
lusts of your father ye will do" (John 8:39, 41, 42, 44). Thus
Satan is designated as the father of the wicked, though we cannot
assume any personal relationship of parent and children as existing
between him and them. A combined illustration showing that the
righteous are the children of God and the wicked the children of
the devil appears in the parable of the Tares: "The good seed are
the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the
wicked one" (Matt. 13:38).

Men may become children of Jesus Christ by being
born anew—born of God, as the inspired word states: "He that
committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil. Whosoever is born of God doth
not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin,
because he is born of God. In this the children of God are
manifest, and the children of the devil: Whosoever doeth not
righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his
brother" (I John 3:8-10).

Those who have been born unto God through obedience
to the Gospel may by valiant devotion to righteousness obtain
exaltation and even reach the status of Godhood. Of such we read:
"Wherefore, as it is written, they are Gods, even the sons of God"
(D&C 76:58; compare 132:20, and contrast paragraph 17 in same
section; see also paragraph 37). Yet, though they be Gods they are
still subject to Jesus Christ as their Father in this exalted
relationship; and so we read in the paragraph following the above
quotation: "and they are Christ's and Christ is God's"
(76:59).

By the new birth—that of water and the
Spirit—mankind may become children of Jesus Christ, being through
the means by Him provided "begotten sons and daughters unto God"
(D&C 76:2). This solemn truth is further emphasized in the
words of the Lord Jesus Christ given through Joseph Smith in 1833:
"And now, verily I say unto you, I was in the beginning with the
Father, and am the firstborn; And all those who are begotten
through me are partakers of the glory of the same, and are the
church of the firstborn" (D&C 93:21, 22). For such figurative
use of the term "begotten" in application to those who are born
unto God see Paul's explanation: "for in Christ Jesus I have
begotten you through the gospel" (I Cor. 4:15). An analogous
instance of sonship attained by righteous service is found in the
revelation relating to the order and functions of Priesthood, given
in 1832: "For whoso is faithful unto the obtaining these two
Priesthoods of which I have spoken, and the magnifying their
calling, are sanctified by the Spirit unto the renewing of their
bodies: They become the sons of Moses and of Aaron and the seed of
Abraham, and the church and kingdom, and the elect of God" (D&C
84:33, 34).

If it be proper to speak of those who accept and
abide in the Gospel as Christ's sons and daughters—and upon this
matter the scriptures are explicit and cannot be gainsaid nor
denied—it—is consistently proper to speak of Jesus Christ as the
Father of the righteous, they having become His children and He
having been made their Father through the second birth—the
baptismal regeneration.

4. Jesus Christ the "Father" By Divine Investiture
of Authority

A fourth reason for applying the title "Father" to
Jesus Christ is found in the fact that in all His dealings with the
human family Jesus the Son has represented and yet represents
Elohim His Father in power and authority. This is true of Christ in
His preexistent, antemortal, or unembodied state, in the which He
was known as Jehovah; also during His embodiment in the flesh; and
during His labors as a disembodied spirit in the realm of the dead;
and since that period in His resurrected state. To the Jews He
said: "I and my Father are one" (John 10:30; see also 17:11, 22);
yet He declared "My Father is greater than I" (John 14:28); and
further, "I am come in my Father's name" (John 5:43; see also
10:25). The same truth was declared by Christ Himself to the
Nephites (see 3 Nephi 20:35 and 28:10), and has been reaffirmed by
revelation in the present dispensation (D&C 50:43). Thus the
Father placed His name upon the Son; and Jesus Christ spoke and
ministered in and through the Father's name; and so far as power,
authority and Godship are concerned His words and acts were and are
those of the Father.

We read, by way of analogy, that God placed His name
upon or in the Angel who was assigned to special ministry unto the
people of Israel during the exodus. Of that Angel the Lord said:
"Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will
not pardon your transgressions: for my name is in him" (Exodus
23:21).

The ancient apostle, John, was visited by an angel
who ministered and spoke in the name of Jesus Christ. As we read:
"The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew
unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he
sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John"
(Revelation 1:1). John was about to worship the angelic being who
spoke in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, but was forbidden: "And
I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and
seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which
showed me these things. Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not:
for I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and
of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God" (Rev.
22:8, 9). And then the angel continued to speak as though he were
the Lord Himself: "And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is
with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. I am
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last"
(verses 12, 13). The resurrected Lord, Jesus Christ, who had been
exalted to the right hand of God His Father, had placed His name
upon the angel sent to John, and the angel spoke in the first
person, saying "I come quickly," "I am Alpha and Omega," though he
meant that Jesus Christ would come, and that Jesus Christ was Alpha
and Omega.

None of these considerations, however, can change in
the least degree the solemn fact of the literal relationship of
Father and Son between Elohim and Jesus Christ. Among the spirit
children of Elohim the firstborn was and is Jehovah or Jesus Christ
to whom all others are juniors. Following are affirmative
scriptures bearing upon this great truth. Paul, writing to the
Colossians, says of Jesus Christ: "Who is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all
things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers; all things were created by him, and for
him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.
And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the
preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in him should all
fullness dwell" (Colossians 1:15-19). From this scripture we learn
that Jesus Christ was "the firstborn of every creature" and it is
evident that the seniority here expressed must be with respect to
antemortal existence, for Christ was not the senior of all mortals
in the flesh. He is further designated as "the firstborn from the
dead" this having reference to Him as the first to be resurrected
from the dead, or as elsewhere written "the first fruits of them
that slept" (I Corinthians 15:20, see also verse 23); and "the
first begotten of the dead" (Revelation 1:5; compare Acts 26:23).
The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews affirms the status of
Jesus Christ as the firstborn of the spirit children of His Father,
and extols the preeminence of the Christ when tabernacled in flesh:
"And again, when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world,
he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him" (Hebrews 1:6;
read the preceding verses). That the spirits who were juniors to
Christ were predestined to be born in the image of their Elder
Brother is thus attested by Paul: "And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might
be the firstborn among many brethren" (Romans 8:28, 29). John the
Revelator was commanded to write to the head of the Laodicean
church, as the words of the Lord Jesus Christ: "These things saith
the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the
creation of God" (Revelation 3:14). In the course of a revelation
given through Joseph Smith in May, 1833, the Lord Jesus Christ said
as before cited: "And now, verily I say unto you, I was in the
beginning with the Father, and am the firstborn" (D&C 93:21). A
later verse makes plain the fact that human beings generally were
similarly existent in spirit state prior to their embodiment in the
flesh: "Ye were also in the beginning with the Father; that which
is Spirit, even the Spirit of truth" (verse 23).

There is no impropriety, therefore, in speaking of
Jesus Christ as the Elder Brother of the rest of human kind. That
He is by spiritual birth Brother to the rest of us is indicated in
Hebrews: "Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like
unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high
priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the
sins of the people" (Hebrews 2:17). Let it not be forgotten,
however, that He is essentially greater than any and all others, by
reason (1) of His seniority as the oldest or firstborn; (2) of His
unique status in the flesh as the offspring of a mortal mother and
of an immortal, or resurrected and glorified, Father; (3) of His
selection and foreordination as the one and only Redeemer and
Savior of the race; and (4) of His transcendent
sinlessness.

Jesus Christ is not the Father of the spirits who
have taken or yet shall take bodies upon this earth, for He is one
of them. He is The Son, as they are sons or daughters of Elohim. So
far as the stages of eternal progression and attainment have been
made known through divine revelation, we are to understand that
only resurrected and glorified beings can become parents of spirit
offspring. Only such exalted souls have reached maturity in the
appointed course of eternal life; and the spirits born to them in
the eternal worlds will pass in due sequence through the several
stages or estates by which the glorified parents have attained
exaltation.
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Inquiries arise from time to time respecting the
attitude of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints upon
questions which, though not vital from a doctrinal standpoint, are
closely connected with the fundamental principles of salvation. The
latest inquiry of this kind that has reached us is in relation to
the origin of man. It is believed that a statement of the position
held by the Church upon this important subject will be timely and
productive of good.

In presenting the statement that follows we are not
conscious of putting forth anything essentially new; neither is it
our desire so to do. Truth is what we wish to present, and
truth—eternal truth—is fundamentally old. A restatement of the
original attitude of the Church relative to this matter is all that
will be attempted here. To tell the truth as God has revealed it,
and commend it to the acceptance of those who need to conform their
opinions thereto, is the sole purpose of this
presentation.

"God created man in his own image, in the image of
God created he him; male and female created he them." In these
plain and pointed words the inspired author of the book of Genesis
made known to the world the truth concerning the origin of the
human family. Moses, the prophet-historian, "learned," as we are
told, "in all the wisdom of the Egyptians," when making this
important announcement, was not voicing a mere opinion, a theory
derived from his researches into the occult lore of that ancient
people. He was speaking as the mouthpiece of God, and his solemn
declaration was for all time and for all people. No subsequent
revelator of the truth has contradicted the great leader and
lawgiver of Israel. All who have since spoken by divine authority
upon this theme have confirmed his simple and sublime proclamation.
Nor could it be otherwise. Truth has but one source, and all
revelations from heaven are harmonious with each other. The
omnipotent Creator, the maker of heaven and earth—had shown unto
Moses everything pertaining to this planet, including the facts
relating to man's origin, and the authoritative pronouncement of
that mighty prophet and seer to the house of Israel, and through
Israel to the whole world, is couched in the simple clause: "God
created man in his own image" (Genesis 1:27; Moses 1:
27-41.)

The creation was two-fold firstly spiritual,
secondly temporal. This truth, also, Moses plainly taught much more
plainly than it has come down to us in the imperfect translations
of the Bible that are now in use. Therein the fact of a spiritual
creation, antedating the temporal creation, is strongly implied,
but the proof of it is not so clear and conclusive as in other
records held by the Latter-day Saints to be of equal authority with
the Jewish scriptures. The partial obscurity of the latter upon the
point in question is owing, no doubt, to the loss of those "plain
and precious" parts of sacred writ, which, as the Book of Mormon
informs us, have been taken away from the Bible during its passage
down the centuries (1 Ne 13:24-29). Some of these missing parts the
Prophet Joseph Smith undertook to restore when he revised those
scriptures by the spirit of revelation, the result being that more
complete account of the creation which is found in the book of
Moses, previously cited. Note the following
passages:

And now, behold, I say unto you, that these are the
generations of the heaven and of the earth, when they were created,
in the day that I, the Lord God, made the heaven and the
earth;

And every plant of the field before it was in the
earth, and every herb of the field before it
grew.

For I, the Lord God, created all things of which I
have spoken, spiritually, before they were naturally upon the face
of the earth. For I, the Lord God, had not caused it to rain upon
the face of the earth.

And I, the Lord God, had created all the children of
men, and not yet a man to till the ground; for in heaven created I
them, and there was not yet flesh upon the earth, neither in the
water, neither in the air.

But, I, the Lord God, spake, and there went up a
mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the
ground.

And I, the Lord God, formed man from the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul, the first flesh upon the earth, the first man
also.

Nevertheless, all things were before created, but
spiritually were they created and made, according to my word
(Moses, 3: 4-7. See also chapters 1 & 2; compare with Genesis 1
& 2).

These two points being established, namely, the
creation of man in the image of God, and the two-fold character of
the creation, let us now inquire: What was the form of man, in the
spirit and in the body, as originally created? In a general way the
answer is given in the words chosen as the text of this treatise.
"God created man in his own image." It is more explicitly rendered
in the Book of Mormon thus: "All men were created in the beginning
after mine own image: (Ether 3:15). It is the Father who is
speaking. If, therefore, we can ascertain the form of the "Father
of spirits," "The God of the spirits of all flesh," we shall be
able to discover the form of the original man.

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is "the express image"
of His Father's person (Heb 1:3). He walked the earth as a human
being, as a perfect man, and said, in answer to a question put to
Him: "He that hath seen me hath seen the Father" (John 14:9). This
alone ought to solve the problem to the satisfaction of every
thoughtful, reverent mind. The conclusion is irresistible, that if
the Son of God be the express image (that is, likeness) of His
Father's person, then His Father is in the form of man; for that
was the form of the Son of God, not only during His mortal life,
but before His mortal birth, and after His resurrection. It was in
this form that the Father and the Son, as two personages, appeared
to Joseph Smith, when, as a boy of fourteen years, he received his
first vision. Then if God made man—the first man —in His own image
and likeness, he must have made him like unto Christ, and
consequently like unto men of Christ's time and of the present day.
That man was made in the image of Christ, is positively stated in
the Book of Moses: "And I, God, said unto mine Only Begotten, which
was with me from the beginning, Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness; and it was so… `And I, God, created man in mine own
image, in the image of mine Only Begotten created I him, male and
female created I them" (2:26, 27).

The Father of Jesus is our Father also. Jesus
Himself taught this truth, when He instructed His disciples how to
pray: "Our Father which art in heaven," etc. Jesus, however, is the
firstborn among all the sons of God the first begotten in the
spirit, and the only begotten in the flesh. He is our elder
brother, and we, like Him, are in the image of God. All men and
women are in the similitude of the universal Father and Mother, and
are literally the sons and daughters of Deity.

"God created man in His own image." This is just as
true of the spirit as it is of the body, which is only the clothing
of the spirit, its complement; the two together constituting the
soul. The spirit of man is in the form of man, and the spirits of
all creatures are in the likeness of their bodies. This was plainly
taught by the Prophet Joseph Smith (D&C 77:
2).

Here is further evidence of the fact. More than
seven hundred years before Moses was shown the things pertaining to
this earth, another great prophet, known to us as the brother of
Jared, was similarly favored by the Lord. He was even permitted to
behold the spirit-body of the foreordained Savior, prior to His
incarnation; and so like the body of a man was gazing upon a being
of flesh and blood. He first saw the finger and then the entire
body of the Lord—all in the spirit. The Book of Mormon says of this
wonderful manifestation:

And it came to pass that when the brother of Jared
had said these words, behold, the Lord stretched forth His hand and
touched the stones one by one with His finger; and the veil was
taken from off the eyes of the brother of Jared, and he saw the
finger of the Lord; and it was as the finger of a man, like unto
flesh and blood; and the brother of Jared fell down before the
Lord, for he was struck with fear.

And the Lord saw that the brother of Jared had
fallen to the earth; and the Lord said unto him, Arise, why hast
thou fallen?

And he saith unto the Lord, I saw the finger of the
Lord, and I feared lest he should smite me; for I knew not that the
Lord had flesh and blood.

And the Lord said unto him, Because of thy faith
thou hast seen that I shall take upon me flesh and blood; and never
has man come before me with such exceeding faith as thou hast; for
were it not so, ye could not have seen my finger. Sawest thou more
than this?

And he answered, Nay, Lord, show thyself unto
me.

And the Lord said unto him, Believest thou the words
which I shall speak?

And he answered, Yea, Lord, I know that thou
speakest the truth, for thou art a God of truth and canst not
lie.

And when he had said these words, behold, the Lord
showed himself unto him, and said, Because thou knowest these
things ye are redeemed from the fall; therefore ye are brought back
into my presence; therefore I show myself unto
you.

Behold, I am He who was prepared from the foundation
of the world to redeem my people. Behold, I am Jesus Christ, I am
the Father and the Son. In me shall all mankind have light, and
that eternally, even they who shall believe on my name; and they
shall become my sons and my daughters.

And never have I shewed myself unto man whom I have
created, for never hath man believed in me as thou hast. Seest thou
that ye are created after mine own image?, Yea, even all men were
created in the beginning after mine own image.

Behold, this body, which ye now behold, is the body
of my spirit, and man have I created after the body of my spirit;
and even as I appear unto thee to be in the spirit, will I appear
unto my people in the flesh. (Ether 3:6-16.)

What more is needed to convince us that man, both in
spirit and in body, is the image and likeness of God, and that God
Himself is in the form of man?

When the divine Being whose spirit-body the brother
of Jared beheld, took upon Him flesh and blood, He appeared as a
man, having "body, parts and passions," like other men, though
vastly superior to all others, because He was God, even the Son of
God, the Word made flesh: in Him "dwelt the fulness of the Godhead
bodily." And why should He not appear as a man? That was the form
of His spirit, and it must needs have an appropriate covering, a
suitable tabernacle. He came into the world as He had promised to
come (3 Nephi, 1: 13), taking an infant tabernacle, and developing
it gradually to the fulness of His spirit stature. He came as man
had been coming for ages, and as man has continued to come ever
since. Jesus, however, as shown, was the only begotten of God in
the flesh.

Adam, our progenitor, "the first man," was, like
Christ, a pre-existent spirit, and like Christ he took upon him an
appropriate body, the body of a man, and so became a "living soul."
The doctrine of the pre-existence,—revealed so plainly,
particularly in latter days, pours a wonderful flood of light upon
the otherwise mysterious problem of man's origin. It shows that
man, as a spirit, was begotten and born of heavenly parents, and
reared to maturity in the eternal mansions of the Father, prior to
coming upon the earth in a temporal body to undergo an experience
in mortality. It teaches that all men existed in the spirit before
any man existed in the flesh, and that all who have inhabited the
earth since Adam have taken bodies and become souls in like
manner.

It is held by some that Adam was not the first man
upon this earth, and that the original human being was a
development from lower orders of the animal creation. These,
however, are the theories of men. The word of the Lord declares
that Adam was "the first man of all men" (Moses 1:34), and we are
therefore in duty bound to regard him as the primal parent of our
race. It was shown to the brother of Jared that all men were
created in the beginning after the image of God; and whether we
take this to mean the spirit or the body, or both, it commits us to
the same conclusion: Man began life as a human being, in the
likeness of our heavenly Father.

True it is that the body of man enters upon its
career as a tiny germ embryo, which becomes an infant, quickened at
a certain stage by the spirit whose tabernacle it is, and the
child, after being born, develops into a man. There is nothing in
this, however, to indicate that the original man, the first of our
race, began life as anything less than a man, or less than the
human germ or embryo that becomes a man.

Man, by searching, cannot find out God. Never,
unaided, will he discover the truth about the beginning of human
life. The Lord must reveal Himself, or remain unrevealed; and the
same is true of the facts relating to the origin of Adam's race
—God alone can reveal them. Some of these facts, however, are
already known, and what has been made known it is our duty to
receive and retain.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
basing its belief on divine revelation, ancient and modern,
proclaims man to be the direct and lineal offspring of Deity. God
Himself is an exalted man, perfected, enthroned, and supreme. By
His almighty power He organized the earth, and all that it
contains, from spirit and element, which exist co-eternally with
Himself. He formed every plant that grows, and every animal that
breathes, each after its own kind, spiritually and temporally—"that
which is spiritual being in the likeness of that which is temporal,
and that which is temporal in the likeness of that which is
spiritual." He made the tadpole and the ape, the lion and the
elephant but He did not make them in His own image, nor endow them
with Godlike reason and intelligence. Nevertheless, the whole
animal creation will be perfected and perpetuated in the Hereafter,
each class in its "distinct order or sphere," and will enjoy
"eternal felicity." That fact has been made plain in this
dispensation (D&C 77: 3).

Man is the child of God, formed in the divine image
and endowed with divine attributes, and even as the infant son of
an earthly father and mother is capable in due time of becoming a
man, so the undeveloped offspring of celestial parentage is
capable, by experience through ages and aeons, of evolving into a
God.

JOSEPH F. SMITH, JOHN R. WINDER, ANTHON H.
LUND,

First Presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints
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This proclamation was written by Wilford
Woodruff by instruction from the Quorum of the Twelve and then
issued by them. It constitutes one of the great prophetic
utterances of the last dispensation, outlining future developments
of the Kingdom of God in both Hemispheres. It covers some of the
preparations expected to be made throughout the world as a preface
to the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Nothing is said in
the DHC or the CHC about the issuance of this proclamation. It was
issued both as a separate pamphlet and in the Millennial Star for
October 22, 1845. It is quite likely that this proclamation could
be the one that Joseph Smith was commanded in a revelation given
January 19, 1841 to issue (D&C 124:1-11). The similarity
between the wording of D&C 124:3 and the heading of this
Proclamation seems too close not to have a connection. For
additional background see: Improvement Era 52:149, 176-177 (March,
1949)

PROCLAMATION of the Twelve Apostles of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

To all the King's of the World;

To the President of the United States of America;

To the Governors of the several States;

And to the Rulers and People of all Nations:

GREETING: KNOW
YE-

THAT the kingdom of God has come: as has been
predicted by ancient prophets, and prayed for in all ages; even
that kingdom which shall fill the whole earth, and shall stand for
ever.

The great Eloheim Jehovah has been pleased once more
to speak from the heavens: and also to commune with man upon the
earth, by means of open visions, and by the ministration of HOLY
MESSENGERS.

By this means the great and eternal High Priesthood,
after the Order of his Son, even the Apostleship, has been
restored; or, returned to the earth.

This High Priesthood, or Apostleship, holds the keys
of the kingdom of God, and power to bind on earth that which shall
be bound in heaven; and to loose on earth that which shall be
loosed in heaven. And, in fine, to do, and to administer in all
things pertaining to the ordinances, organization, government and
direction of the kingdom of God.

Being established in these last days for the
restoration of all things spoken by the prophets since the world
began; and in order to prepare the way for the coming of the Son of
Man.

And we now bear witness that his coming is near at
hand; and not many years hence, the nations and their kings shall
see him coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory.

In order to meet this great event there must needs
be a preparation.

Therefore we send unto you with authority from on
high, and command you all to repent and humble yourselves as little
children, before the majesty of the Holy One; and come unto Jesus
with a broken heart and a contrite spirit; and be baptized in his
name, for the remission of sins (that is, be buried in the water in
the likeness of his burial and rise again to newness of life, in
the likeness of his resurrection), and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit, through the laying on of the hands of the
Apostles and elders, of this great and last dispensation of mercy
to man.

This Spirit shall bear witness to you, of the truth
of our testimony; and shall enlighten your minds, and be in you as
the spirit of prophecy and revelation. It shall bring things past
to your understanding and remembrance; and shall show you things to
come.

It shall also impart unto you many great and
glorious gifts; such as the gift of healing the sick, and of being
healed, by the laying on of hands in the name of Jesus; and of
expelling Demons; and even of seeing visions, and conversing with
Angels and spirits from the unseen world.

By the light of this Spirit, received through the
ministration of the ordinances-by the power and authority of the
Holy Apostleship and Priesthood, you will be enabled to understand,
and to be the children of light; and thus be prepared to escape all
the things that are coming on the earth, and so stand before the
Son of Man.

We testify that the foregoing doctrine is the
doctrine or gospel of Jesus Christ, in its fulness; and that it is
the only true, everlasting, and unchangeable gospel; and the only
plan revealed on earth whereby man can be saved.

We also bear testimony that the "Indians" (so
called) of North and South America are a remnant of the tribes of
Israel; as is now made manifest by the discovery and revelation of
their ancient oracles and records.

And that they are about to be fathered, civilized,
and made one nation in this glorious land.

They will also come to the knowledge of their
forefathers, and of the fulness of the gospel; and they will
embrace it, and become a righteous branch of the house of
Israel.

And we further testify that the Lord has appointed a
holy city and temple to be built on this continent for the
endowment and ordinances pertaining to the priesthood; and for the
Gentiles, and the remnant of Israel to resort unto, in order to
worship the Lord; and to be taught in his ways and walk in his
paths: in short, to finish their preparations for the coming of the
Lord.

And we further testify, that the Jews among all
nations are hereby commanded, in the name of the Messiah, to
prepare, to return to Jerusalem in Palestine; and to rebuild that
city and temple unto the Lord:

And also to organize and establish their own
political government, under their own rulers, judges, and governors
in that country.

For be it known unto them that we now hold the keys
of the priesthood and kingdom which is soon to be restored unto
them.

Therefore let them also repent and prepare to obey
the ordinances of God.

And now, O ye kings, rulers, and people of the
Gentiles: hear ye the word of the Lord; for this commandment is for
you. You are not only required to repent and obey the gospel in its
fulness, and thus become members or citizens of the kingdom of God,
but you are also hereby commanded, in the name of Jesus Christ, to
put your silver and your gold, your ships and steam-vessels, your
railroad trains and your hoes chariots, camels, mules, and litters,
into active use, for the fulfillment of these purposes. For be it
known unto you, that the only salvation which remains for the
Gentiles, is for them to be identified in the same covenant, and to
worship at the same altar with Israel. In short, they must come to
the same standard. For, there shall be one Lord, and his name one,
and He shall be king over all the earth.

The Latter-day Saints, since their first
organization in the year 1830, have been a poor, persecuted,
abused, and afflicted people. They have sacrificed their time and
property freely, for the sake of laying the foundation of the
kingdom of God, and enlarging its dominion, by the ministry of the
gospel. They have suffered privation, hunger, imprisonment, and the
loss of houses, lands, home, and political rights, for their
testimony.

And this is not all; but their first founder, Mr.
Joseph Smith, whom God raised up as a Prophet and Apostle, mighty
in word and in deed, and his brother Hyrum, who was also a prophet,
together with many others, have suffered a cruel martyrdom in the
cause of truth; and have sealed their testimony with their blood.
And still the work has, as it were, but just
begun.

A great, a glorious, and a mighty work is yet to be
achieved, in spreading the truth and kingdom among the Gentiles-in
restoring, organizing, instructing and establishing the Jews-in
gathering, instructing, relieving, civilizing, educating and
administering salvation to the remnant of Israel on this continent;
in building Jerusalem in Palestine; and the cities, stakes,
temples, and sanctuaries of Zion in America; and in gathering the
Gentiles into the same covenant and organization-instructing them
in all things for their sanctification and preparation; that the
whole Church of the Saints, both Gentile, Jew and Israel, may be
prepared as a bride, for the coming of the Lord.

And now, O ye kings, rulers, presidents, governors,
judges, legislators, nobles, lords, and rich men of the earth; will
you leave us, to struggle alone, and to toil unaided in so great a
work? Or will you share in the labors, toils, sacrifices, honors
and blessings of the same?

Have you not the same interest in it that we have?
Is it not sent forth to renovate the world-to enlighten the
nations-to cover the earth with light, knowledge, truth, union,
peace and love? And thus usher in the great millennium, or sabbath
of rest, so long expected and sought for by all good men? We bear
testimony that it is. And the fulfillment of our words will
establish their truth, to millions yet unborn: while there are
those now living upon the earth who will live to see the
consummation.

Come, then, to the help of the Lord; and let us have
your aid and protection-and your willing and hearty cooperation, in
this, the greatest of all revolutions.

Again, we say, by the word of the Lord to the
people, as well as to the rulers: your aid and assistance is
required in this great work, and you are hereby invited, in the
name of Jesus, to take an active part in it from this day
forward.

Open your church, doors, and hearts for the truth.
Hear the Apostles and elders of the church of the Saints, when they
come into your cities and neighborhoods. Read and search the
scriptures carefully and see whether these things are so-read the
publications of the Saints, and help to publish them to others.
Seek for the witness of the Spirit, and come and obey the glorious
fulness of the gospel: and help us build the cities and sanctuaries
of our God.

The sons and daughters of Zion will soon be required
to devote a portion of their time in instructing the children of
the forest. For they must be educated, and instructed in all the
arts of civil life, as well as in the gospel. They must be clothed,
fed, and instructed in the principles and practice of virtue,
modesty, temperance, cleanliness, industry, mechanical arts,
manners, customs, dress, music, and other things which a calculated
in their nature to refine, purify, exalt and glorify them, as the
sons and daughters of the royal house of Israel, and of Joseph; who
are making ready for the coming of the
bridegroom.

Know assuredly, that whether you come to the help of
the Saints in this great work, or whether you make light of this
message, and withhold your aid and cooperation, it is all the same
as to the success and final triumph of the work. For it is the work
of the great God; for which his WORD and OATH has been pledged,
from before the foundation of the world. And the same promise and
oath has been renewed unto man from the beginning, down through
each succeeding dispensation: AND CONFIRMED AGAIN BY HIS OWN VOICE
OUT OF THE HEAVENS IN THE PRESENT AGE. Therefore he is bound to
fulfill it; and to overcome every obstacle.

The loss will therefore be on their own part, and
not on the part of God, or of his Saints, should the people neglect
their duty in the great work of modern
restoration.

There is also another consideration of vast
importance to all the rulers and people of the world, in regard to
this matter. It is this: As this work progresses in its onward
course, and becomes more and more an object of political and
religious interest and excitement, no king, ruler, or subject, no
community or individual, will stand neutral. All will at length be
influenced by one spirit or the other; and will take sides either
for or against the kingdom of God, and the fulfillment of the
prophets, in the great restoration and return of his long dispersed
covenant people.

Some will act the part of the venerable Jethro, the
father-in-law of Moses; or the noble Cyrus; and will aid and bless
the people of God; or like Ruth, the Moabitess, will forsake their
people and their kindred and country, and will say to the Saints,
or to Israel: "This people shall be my people, and their God my
God." While others will walk in the footsteps of a Pharaoh, or a
Balak, and will harden their hearts, and fight against God, and
seek to destroy his people. These will commune with priests and
prophets who love the wages of unrighteousness; and who, like
Balaam, will seek to curse, or to find enchantments against
Israel.

You cannot therefore stand as idle and disinterested
spectators of the scenes and events which are calculated in their
very nature to reduce all nations and creeds to one political and
religious standard, and thus put an end to Babel forms and names,
and to strife and war. You will, therefore, either be led by the
good Spirit to cast in your lot, and to take a lively interest with
the Saints of the Most High, and the covenant people of the Lord,
or on the other hand, you will become their inveterate enemy, and
oppose them by every means in your power.

To such an extreme will this great division finally
extend, that the nations of the old world will combine to oppose
these things by military force. They will send a great army to
Palestine, against the Jews; and they will besiege their city, and
will reduce the inhabitants of Jerusalem to the greatest extreme of
distress and misery.

Then will commence a struggle in which the fate of
nations and empires will be suspended on a single
battle.

In this battle the governors and people of Judah
distinguish themselves for their bravery and warlike achievements.
The weak among them will be like David, and the strong among them
will be like God: or like the angel of the Lord.

In that day the Lord will pour upon the inhabitants
of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and supplication, and they shall
look upon the Messiah whom they have pierced.

For lo! he will descend from heaven, as the defender
of the Jews: and to complete their victory. His feet will stand in
that day upon the Mount of Olives, which shall cleave in sunder at
his presence, and remove one half to the north, and the other to
the south; thus forming a great valley where the mountain now
stands.

The earth will quake around him, while storm and
tempest, hail and plague, are mingled with the clash of arms, the
roar of artillery, the shouts of victory, and the groans of the
wounded and dying.

In that day all who are in the siege, both against
Judea and against Jerusalem, shall be cut in pieces; though all the
people of the earth should be gathered together against
it.

This signal victory on the part of the Jews, so
unlooked for by the nations, and attended with the personal advent
of Messiah, and the accompanying events, will change the whole
order of things in Europe and Asia, in regard to political and
religious organization, and government.

The Jews as a nation become holy from that day
forward; and their city and sanctuary becomes holy. There also the
Messiah establishes his throne, and seat of
government.

Jerusalem then becomes the seat of empire, and the
great centre and capital of the old world.

All the families of the land shall then go up to
Jerusalem once a year, to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, and
to keep the feast of Tabernacles.

Those who refuse to go up, shall have no rain, but
shall be smitten with dearth and famine. And if the family of Egypt
go not up (as it never rains there) they shall be smitten with the
plague. And thus all things shall be fulfilled according to the
words of the holy prophets of old, and the word of the Lord which
is now revealed, to confirm and fulfill them.

In short the kings, rulers, priests and people of
Europe, and of the old world, shall know this once that there is a
God in Israel, who, as in days of old, can utter his Voice, and it
shall be obeyed.

The courts of Rome, London, Paris, Constantinople,
Petersburgh, and all others, will then have to yield the point, and
do homage, and all pay tribute to one Great Centre, and to one
mighty Sovereign, or, THRONES WILL BE CAST DOWN. AND KINGDOMS WILL
CEASE TO BE.

Priests, bishops, and clergy, whether Catholic,
Protestant, or Mahomedan, will then have to yield their pretended
claims to the priesthood, together with titles, honors, creeds and
names; and reverence and obey the true and royal priesthood of the
order of Melchisedech, and of Aaron; restored to the rightful
heirs, the nobility of Israel; or, the dearth and famine will
consume them, and the plague sweep them quickly down to the pit, as
in the case of Korah, Dathan and Abiram, Who pretended to the
priesthood, and rebelled against God's chosen priests and prophets,
in the days of Moses.

While these great events are rolling on the wheels
of time, and being fulfilled in the old world, the Western
Continent will present a scene of grandeur, greatness, and glory,
far surpassing the scene just described.

The Lord will make her that halted a remnant; and
gather her that was driven out and afflicted; and make her who was
cast afar off' a strong nation; and will reign over them in Mount
Zion from that time forth and for ever.

Or, in other words, He will assemble the Natives the
remnants of Joseph in America; and make of them a great, and
strong, and powerful nation: and he will civilize and enlighten
them and will establish a holy city, and temple, and seat of
government among them, which shall be called
Zion.

And there shall be his tabernacle, his sanctuary,
his throne, and seat of government for the whole continent of North
and South America for ever.

In short, it will be to the western hemisphere what
Jerusalem will be to the eastern.

And there the Messiah will visit them in person; and
the old Saints, who will then have been raised from the dead, will
be with him. And he will establish his kingdom and laws over all
the land.

To this city, and to its several branches or stakes,
shall the Gentiles seek, as to a standard of light and knowledge.
Yea, the nations, and their kings and nobles, shall say, Come and
let us go up to the Mount Zion, and to the temple of the Lord;
where his holy priesthood stand to minister continually before the
Lord; and where we may be instructed more fully, and receive the
ordinances of remission, and of sanctification, and redemption; and
thus be adopted into the family of Israel, and identified in the
same covenants of promise.

The despised and degraded son of the forest, who has
wandered in dejection and sorrow, and suffered reproach, shall then
drop his disguise, and stand forth in manly dignity, and exclaim to
the Gentiles who have envied and sold him: Joseph: does my father
yet live?" Or, in other words: I am a descendant of that Joseph who
was sold into Egypt. You have hated me, and sold me, and thought I
was dead. But lo! I live, and am heir to the inheritance, titles,
honors, priesthood, sceptre, crown, throne, and eternal life and
dignity of my fathers who live for evermore.

He shall then be ordained, washed, anointed with
holy oil and arrayed in fine linen, even in the glorious and
beautiful garments and royal rob of the high priesthood, which is
after the order of the Son of God; and shall enter into the
congregation of the Lord, even into the Holy of Holies, there to be
crowned with authority and power which shall never
end.

The Spirit of the Lord shall then descend upon him,
like the dew upon the mountains of Hermon, and like refreshing
showers of rain upon the flowers of Paradise.

His heart shall expand with knowledge, wide as
eternity; and his mind shall comprehend the vast creations of his
God, and His eternal purpose of redemption, glory, and exaltation,
which was devised in heaven before the worlds were organized; but
made manifest in these last days, for the fulness of the Gentiles,
and for the exaltation of Israel.

He shall also behold his Redeemer and be filled with
his presence, while the cloud of his glory shall be seen in his
temple.

The city of Zion, with its sanctuary and priesthood,
and the glorious fulness of the gospel, will constitute a standard
which will put an end to jarring creeds and political wranglings,
by uniting the republics, states, provinces, territories, nations,
tribes, kindred, tongues, people, and sects of North and South
America in one great and common bond of
brotherhood.

While truth and knowledge shall make them free, and
love cement their union. The Lord also shall be their king and
their lawgiver; while wars shall cease and peace prevail for a
thousand years.

Thus shall American rulers, statesmen, citizens, and
savages know, "this once," that there is a God in Israel, who can
utter his voice, and it shall be fulfilled.

Americans! This mighty and strange work has been
commenced in your midst, and must roll on in
fulfillment.

You are now invited, and earnestly intreated, to
investigate it thoroughly, and to aid and participate in its
accomplishment.

You ask, What can be done?

We answer: Protect the Saints; give them their
rights; extend the broad banner of the Constitution and laws over
their homes, cities, fire-sides, wives, and children; that they may
CEASE to be BUTCHERED, MARTYRED, ROBBED, PLUNDERED, AND DRIVEN, and
may peaceably proceed in the work assigned them by their
God.

Execute the Law upon the offenders, and thus rid
your garments of INNOCENT BLOOD.

Pass acts, also, to indemnify them in the millions
they have lost, by your cruel and criminal
neglect.

Contribute liberally of your substance for their
aid, and for the fulfillment of their mission.

Let the Government of the United States also
continue to gather together, and to colonize the tribes and
remnants of Israel (the Indians), and also to feed, clothe, succor,
and protect them, and endeavor to civilize and unite; and also to
bring them to the knowledge of their Israelitish origin, and of the
fulness of the gospel which was revealed to, and written by, their
forefathers on this land; the record of which has now come to
light.

It is these records, together with the other
scriptures, and the priesthood and authority now conferred upon the
Saints, that will effect their final conversion and salvation;
while the creeds of man, and the powerless forms and dogmas of
sectarianism will still remain powerless and
inefficient.

The Lord has spoken, and who can disannul it? He has
uttered his voice, and who can gainsay it? He has stretched out his
arm, and who can turn it back?

Why will not the government and people of these
States become acquainted with these Records? They are published
among them for this purpose.

They would then begin to know and understand what
was to be done with these remnants, and what part they have to act
in the great restitution of Israel, and of the kingdom of God. They
would also know the object of the labors, and the final destiny of
the Latter-day Saints as a Church and people. And this very subject
has been a source of wonder and conjecture, and sometimes even of
anxiety among the people, ever since the first organization of the
Saints in the year 1830.

And more than all this, they would know the destiny
of this Republic, and of all other Governments, States, or
Republics in America-and the purpose of God in relation to this
continent, from the earliest ages of antiquity, till the present,
and from this time forth till the heavens and the earth shall pass
away, and be created anew. All these subjects are made plain in
these ancient Records, and are rolling on in
fulfillment.

If the rulers and people will now inform themselves
on these momentous subjects, and fulfill the duties we have just
pointed out to them, they will then be entitled to a continuation
of the great national blessings and favors they have heretofore
enjoyed; yea, and to more abundant favors from His bountiful hand,
who first raised them to national greatness. They will in that case
be prospered and enlarged, and spread their dominions wide and more
wide over this vast country, till not only Texas and Oregon, but
the whole vast dominion from sea to sea, will be joined with them,
and come under their protection as one great, powerful and peaceful
empire of Liberty and Union. Millions of people would also come
from all nations, their silver and their gold with them, and would
take protection under our banner, till in less than half a century
from the present time we would have upwards of a hundred millions
of population, all united and free, while civilization, arts,
cultivation and improvement would extend to the most wild regions
of our continent, making our "wilderness like Eden and our deserts
like the garden of the Lord." Or, if they will go still further,
and obey the fulness of the gospel, they would then be entitled,
not only to temporal blessings, but to the gifts of the Holy
Spirit, and thus be prepared to receive their king, Messiah, and to
dwell for ever under his peaceful government in this happy
country.

But, so long as they remain indifferent and ignorant
on these subjects, and so long as they continue to breathe out
slanders, lies, hatred and murder against the Saints and against
the remnants of Israel, and to speak evil of and oppose the things
which they understand not, so long the blood of the Saints and of
the martyrs of Jesus must continue to flow, and souls to cry from
under the altar for vengeance on a guilty land, till the great
Messiah shall execute judgment for the Saints, and give them the
dominion.

It is in vain to suppose that the sword, the musket,
the thunder of cannon, or the grating and rattle of chains, bolts
and bars, will take away the faith, hope or knowledge of a
Latter-day Saint. They know some facts-and these will continue to
be known facts when death and war in their most horrid forms are
raging around them. They cannot shut their eyes upon these facts to
please either governors, rulers, or the raging
multitude.

We would now make a solemn appeal to our rulers and
other fellow-citizens, whether it is treason to know? or even to
publish what we know? If it is, then strike the murderous blow, but
listen to what we say.

We say, then, in life or in death, in bonds or free,
that the great God has spoken in this age.-And we know
it.

He has given us the Holy Priesthood and Apostleship,
and the keys of the kingdom of God, to bring about the restoration
of all things as promised by the holy prophets of old.-And we know
it.

He has revealed the origin and the Records of the
aboriginal tribes of America, and their future destiny.-And we know
it.

He has revealed the fulness of the gospel, with its
gifts, blessings, and ordinances.-And we know it.

He has commanded us to bear witness of it, first to
the Gentiles and then to the remnants of Israel and the Jews.-And
we know it.

He has commanded us to gather together his Saints on
this Continent, and build up holy cities and sanctuaries.-And we
know it.

He has said, that the Gentiles should come into the
same gospel and covenant; and be numbered with the house of Israel
and be a blessed people upon this good land for ever, if they would
repent and embrace it.-And we know it.

He has also said that, if they do not repent, and
come to the knowledge of the truth, and cease to fight against
Zion, and also put away all murder, lying, pride, priestcraft,
whoredom, and secret abomination, they shall soon perish from the
earth, and be cast down to hell.-And we know it.

He has said, that the time is at hand for the Jews
to be gathered to Jerusalem.-And we know it.

He has said, that the Ten Tribes of Israel should
also be revealed in the North country, together with their oracles
and records, preparatory to their return, and to their union with
Judah, no more to be separated.-And we know it.

He has said, that when these preparations were made,
both in this country and in Jerusalem and the gospel in all its
fulness preached to all nations for a witness and testimony, He
will come, and all the Saints with him, to reign on the earth one
thousand years.-And we know it.

He has said that he will not come in his glory and
destroy the wicked, till these warnings were given and these
preparations were made for his reception.-And we know
it.

Now, fellow-citizens, if this knowledge, or the
publishing of it is treason or crime we refuse not to
die.

But be ye sure of this, that whether we live or die
the words of the testimony of this proclamation which we now send
unto you, shall all be fulfilled.

Heaven and earth shall pass away, but not one jot or
tittle of his revealed word shall fail to be
fulfilled.

Therefore, again we say to all people, Repent, and
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins; and
you shall receive the Holy Spirit, and shall know the truth, and be
numbered with the house of Israel.

And we once more invite all the kings, presidents,
governors, rulers, judges, and people of the earth, to aid us, the
Latter-day Saints; and also, the Jews, and all the remnants of
Israel, by your influence and protection, and by your silver and
gold, that we may build the cities of Zion and Jerusalem, and the
temples and sanctuaries of our God; and may accomplish the great
restoration of all things, and bring in the latter-day
glory.

That knowledge, truth, light, love, peace, union,
honor, glory, and power, may fill the earth with eternal life and
joy.

That death, bondage, oppression, wars, mourning,
sorrow, and pain, may be done away for ever, and all tears be wiped
from every eye.

In fulfillment of the work assigned them, let the
Saints throughout the world, and all others who feel an interest in
the work of God, forward their gifts, tithes, and offerings, for
the building of the temple of the Lord, which is now in progress in
the city of Nauvoo, in the State of Illinois.

Let them also come with their gold and silver, and
goods, and workmen, to establish manufactories and business of all
kinds, for the building up of the city; and for the employment and
support of the poor, and thus strengthen the hands of those who
have borne the burden and heat of the day, and who have made great
sacrifices in laying the foundation of the kingdom of God, and
moving on the work thus far.

We also make a solemn and an earnest request of all
Editors of newspapers, both in this country and other countries to
publish this proclamation. It certainly contains news, such as is
not met with at all times, and in every place, and cannot fail to
interest the reading public, especially those who have prayed every
day of their lives for the Lords kingdom to come; and for his will
to be done on the earth, as it is done in heaven.
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A PROCLAMATION of the First Presidency of the Church
to the Saints Scattered Abroad. Greeting:

BELOVED BRETHREN:-The relationship which we sustain
to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, renders it
necessary that we should make known from time to time, the
circumstances, situation, and prospects of the Church, and give
such instructions as may be necessary for the well being of the
Saints, and for the promotion of those objects calculated to
further their present and everlasting happiness.

We have to congratulate the Saints on the progress
of the great work of the "last days," for not only has it spread
through the length and breadth of this vast continent, but on the
continent of Europe, and on the islands of the sea, it is spreading
in a manner entirely unprecedented in the annals of time. This
appears the more pleasing when we consider, that but a short time
has elapsed since we were unmercifully driven from the state of
Missouri, after suffering cruelties and persecutions in various and
horrid forms. Then our overthrow, to many, seemed inevitable, while
the enemies of truth triumphed over us, and by their cruel
reproaches endeavored to aggravate our sufferings. But the Lord of
Hosts was with us, the God of Jacob was our refuge, and we were
delivered from the hands of bloody and deceitful men; and in the
state of Illinois we found an asylum, and were kindly welcomed by
persons worthy the character of freemen.

It would be impossible to enumerate all those who,
in our time of deep distress, nobly came forward to our relief,
and, like the good Samaritan, poured oil into our wounds, and
contributed liberally to our necessities, and the citizens of
Quincy en masse, and the people of Illinois, generally, seemed to
emulate each other in this labor of love. We would, however, make
honorable mention of Governor Carlin, Judge Young, General Leech,
Judge Ralston, Rev. Mr. Young, Col. Henry, N. Bushnell, John Wood,
J. N. Morris, S. M. Bartlett, Samuel Holmes, and J. T. Holmes,
Esquires, who will long be remembered, by a grateful community, for
their philanthropy to a suffering people, and whose kindness, on
that occasion, is indelibly engraved on the tablets of our hearts
in golden letters of love.

We would likewise make mention of the legislators of
this state, who, without respect to parties, without reluctance,
freely, openly, boldly, and nobly, have come forth to our
assistance, owned us as citizens and friends, and took us by the
hand, and extended to us all the blessings of civil, political, and
religious liberty, by granting us, under date of December 16, 1840,
one of the most liberal charters, with the most plenary powers ever
conferred by a legislative assembly on free citizens, "The City of
Nauvoo," the "Nauvoo Legion," and the "University of the City of
Nauvoo."

The first of these charters (that for the "City of
Nauvoo") secures to us, in all time to come, irrevocably, all those
great blessings of civil liberty which of right appertain to all
the free citizens of a great civilized republic; it is all we ever
claimed. What a contrast does the proceedings of the legislators of
this state present when compared with those of Missouri, whose
bigotry, jealousy, and superstition, prevailed to such an extent as
to deny us our liberty and our sacred rights. Illinois has set a
glorious example to the whole United States, and while she requires
of us implicit obedience to the laws, (which we hope ever to see
observed) she affords us the protection of law, the security of
life, liberty, and the peaceable pursuit of
happiness.

The name of our city (Nauvoo) is of Hebrew origin,
and signifies a beautiful situation, or place, carrying with it,
also, the idea of rest; and is truly descriptive of the most
delightful location. It is situated on the east bank of the
Mississippi river, at the head of the Des Moines Rapids, in Hancock
county, bounded on the east by an extensive prairie of surpassing
beauty, and on the north, west, and south, by the Mississippi. This
place has been objected to by some on account of the sickness which
has prevailed in the summer months, but it is the opinion of Doctor
Bennett, that Hancock county, and all the eastern and southern
portions of the City of Nauvoo, are as healthful as any other
portions of the western country, to acclimatized citizens; whilst
the northwestern portion of the city has experienced much
affliction from fever and ague, which, however, Doctor Bennett
thinks can be easily remedied by draining the sloughs on the
adjacent islands in the Mississippi.

The population of our city is increasing with
unparalleled rapidity, numbering more than 3,000 inhabitants. Every
facility is afforded, in the city and adjacent country, in Hancock
county, for the successful prosecution of the mechanical arts and
the pleasing pursuits of agriculture. The waters of the Mississippi
can be successfully used for manufacturing purposes to almost an
unlimited extent.

Having been instrumental, in the hands of our
heavenly Father, in laying a foundation for the gathering of Zion,
we would say, let all those who appreciate the blessings of the
Gospel, and realize the importance of obeying the commandments of
heaven, who have been blessed of heaven with the possession of this
world's goods, first prepare for the general gathering; let them
dispose of their effects as fast as circumstances will possibly
admit, without making too great sacrifices, and remove to our city
and county; establish and build up manufactures in the city,
purchase and cultivate farms in the county. This will secure our
permanent inheritance, and prepare the way for the gathering of the
poor. This is agreeable to the order of heaven, and the only
principle on which the gathering can be effected. Let the rich,
then, and all who can assist in establishing this place, make every
preparation to come on without delay, and strengthen our hands, and
assist in promoting the happiness of the Saints. This cannot be too
forcibly impressed on the minds of all, and the Elders are hereby
instructed to proclaim this word in all places where the Saints
reside, in their public administrations, for this is according to
the instructions we have received from the Lord.

The Temple of the Lord is in process of erection
here, where the Saints will come to worship the God of their
fathers, according to the order of His house and the powers of the
Holy Priesthood, and will be so constructed as to enable all the
functions of the Priesthood to be duly exercised, and where
instructions from the Most High will be received, and from this
place go forth to distant lands. Let us then concentrate all our
powers, under the provisions of our magna charta granted by the
Illinois legislature, at the "City of Nauvoo" and surrounding
country, and strive to emulate the action of the ancient covenant
fathers and patriarchs, in those things which are of such vast
importance to this and every succeeding
generation.

The "Nauvoo Legion" embraces all our military power,
and will enable us to perform our military duty by ourselves, and
thus afford us the power and privilege of avoiding one of the most
fruitful sources of strife, oppression, and collision with the
world. It will enable us to show our attachment to the state and
nation, as a people, whenever the public service requires our aid,
thus proving ourselves obedient to the paramount laws of the land,
and ready at all times to sustain and execute
them.

The "University of the City of Nauvoo" will enable
us to teach our children wisdom, to instruct them in all the
knowledge and learning, in the arts, sciences, and learned
professions. We hope to make this institution one of the great
lights of the world, and by and through it to diffuse that kind of
knowledge which will be of practicable utility, and for the public
good, and also for private and individual happiness. The Regents of
the University will take the general supervision of all matters
appertaining to education, from common schools up to the highest
branches of a most liberal collegiate course. They will establish a
regular system of education, and hand over the pupil from teacher
to professor, until the regular gradation is consummated and the
education finished.

This corporation contains all the powers and
prerogatives of any other college or university in this state. The
charters for the University and Legion are addenda to the city
charter, making the whole perfect and complete.

Not only has the Lord given us favor in the eyes of
the community, who are happy to see us in the enjoyment of all the
rights and privileges of freemen, but we are happy to state that
several of the principal men in Illinois, who have listened to the
doctrines we promulgate, have become obedient to the faith, and are
rejoicing in the same; among whom is John C. Bennett, M. D.,
Quartermaster-General of Illinois. We mention this gentleman first,
because, that during our persecutions in Missouri, he became
acquainted with the violence we were suffering while in that state,
on account of our religion; his sympathy for us was aroused, and
his indignation kindled against our persecutors, for the cruelties
practiced upon us, and their flagrant violation of both the law and
the Constitution. Amidst their heated zeal to put down the truth,
he addressed us a letter, tendering to us his assistance in
delivering us out of the hands of our enemies, and restoring us
again to our privileges, and only required at our hands to point
out the way and he would be forthcoming, with all the forces he
could raise for the purpose. He has been one of the instruments in
effecting our safety and deliverance, from the unjust persecutions
and demands of the authorities of Missouri, and also in procuring
the city chapter. He is a man of enterprise, extensive
acquirements, and of independent mind, and is calculated to be a
great blessing to our community.

Dr. Isaac Galland also, who is one of our
benefactors, having under his control a large quantity of land, in
the immediate vicinity of our city, and a considerable portion of
the city plat, opened both his heart and his hands, and "when we
were strangers, took us in," and bade us welcome to share with him
in his abundance, leaving his dwelling house, the most splendid
edifice in the vicinity, for our accommodation, and partook himself
to a small, uncomfortable dwelling. He sold us his large estates on
very reasonable terms, and on long credit, so that we might have an
opportunity of paying for them without being distressed, and has
since taken our lands in Missouri in payment for the whole amount,
and has given us a clear and indisputable title for the same. And
in addition to the first purchase, we have exchanged lands with him
in Missouri to the amount of eighty thousand dollars. He is the
honored instrument the Lord used to prepare a home for us, when we
were driven from our inheritances, having given him control of vast
bodies of land, and prepared his heart to make the use of it the
Lord intended he should. Being a man of extensive information,
great talents, and high literary fame, he devoted all his powers
and influence to give us a standing.

After having thus exerted himself for our salvation
and comfort, and formed an intimate acquaintance with many of our
people, his mind became wrought up to the greatest feelings, being
convinced that our persecutions were like those of the ancient
Saints, and, after investigating the doctrines we proclaimed, he
became convinced of the truth and of the necessity of obedience
thereto, and, to the great joy and satisfaction of the Church, he
yielded himself to the waters of baptism, and became a partaker
with us in our sufferings, "Choosing rather to suffer afflictions
with the people of God than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
season."

In connection with these, we would mention the names
of General James Adams, judge of probate, of Sangamon county; Dr.
Green of Shelby county, R. D. Foster, and Sidney Knowlton, of
Hancock county; Dr. Knight, of Putnam county, Indiana; many others
of respectability and high standing in society, and nearly all the
old settlers in our immediate neighborhood. We make mention of this
that the Saints may be encouraged, and also that they may see that
the persecutions we suffered in Missouri were but the prelude to a
far more glorious display of the power of truth, and of the
religion we have espoused.

From the kind, uniform, and consistent course
pursued by the citizens of Illinois, and the great success which
has attended us while here, the natural advantages of this place
for every purpose we require, and the necessity of the gathering of
the Saints of the Most High, we would say-let the brethren who love
the prosperity of Zion, who are anxious that her stakes should be
strengthened and her cords lengthened, and who prefer her
prosperity to their chief joy, come and cast in their lots with us,
and cheerfully engage in a work so glorious and sublime, and say
with Nehemiah, "We, His servants, will arise and build." It
probably would hardly be necessary to enforce this important
subject on the attention of the Saints, as its necessity is
obvious, and is a subject of paramount importance; but as watchmen
to the house of Israel-as shepherds over the flock which is now
scattered over a vast extent of country, and the anxiety we feel
for their prosperity and everlasting welfare, and for the carrying
out the great and glorious purposes of our God, to which we have
been called, we feel to urge its necessity, and say-Let the Saints
come here; this is the word of the Lord, and in accordance with the
great work of the last days. It is true, the idea of a general
gathering has heretofore been associated with the most cruel and
oppressing scenes, owing to our unrelenting persecutions at the
hands of wicked and unjust men; but we hope that those days of
darkness and gloom have gone by, and, from the liberal policy of
our state government, we may expect a scene of peace and prosperity
we have never before witnessed since the rise of our Church, and
the happiness and prosperity which now await us, is, in all human
probability, incalculably great. By a concentration of action, and
a unity of effort, we can only accomplish the great work of the
last days which we could not do in our remote and scattered
condition, while our interests, both temporal and spiritual, will
be greatly enhanced, and the blessings of heaven must flow unto us
in an uninterrupted stream; of this, we think there can be no
question.

The greatest temporal and spiritual blessings which
always flow from faithfulness and concerted effort, never attended
individual exertion or enterprise. The history of all past ages
abundantly attests this fact. In addition to all temporal
blessings, there is no other way for the Saints to be saved in
these last days, [than by the gathering] as the concurrent
testimony of all the holy Prophets clearly proves, for it is
written-"They shall come from the east, and be gathered from the
west; the north shall give up, and the south shall keep not back."
"The sons of God shall be gathered from far, and His daughters from
the ends of the earth."

It is also the concurrent testimony of all the
Prophets, that this gathering together of all the Saints, must take
place before the Lord comes to "take vengeance upon the ungodly,"
and 'to be glorified and admired by all those who obey the Gospel."
The fiftieth Psalm, from the first to the fifth verse inclusive,
describes the glory and majesty of that event.

"The mighty God, and even the Lord hath spoken, and
called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down
thereof. Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined.
Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence; a fire shall devour
before Him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about Him. He
shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth (that He may
judge the people). Gather my Saints together unto me; those that
have made covenant with me by sacrifice."

We might offer many other quotations from the
Scriptures, but believing them to be familiar to the Saints, we
forbear.

We would wish the Saints to understand that, when
they come here, they must not expect perfection, or that all will
be harmony, peace, and love; if they indulge these ideas, they will
undoubtedly be deceived, for here there are persons, not only from
different states, but from different nations, who, although they
feel a great attachment to the cause of truth, have their
prejudices of education, and consequently, it requires some time
before these things can be overcome. Again, there are many that
creep in unawares, and endeavor to sow discord, strife, and
animosity in our midst, and by so doing, bring evil upon the
Saints. These things we have to bear with, and these things will
prevail either to a greater or less extent until "the floor be
thoroughly purged," and "the chaff be burnt up." Therefore, let
those who come up to this place be determined to keep the
commandments of God, and not be discouraged by those things we have
enumerated, and then they will be prospered-the intelligence of
heaven will be communicated to them, and they will, eventually, see
eye to eye, and rejoice in the full fruition of that glory which is
reserved for the righteous.

In order to erect the Temple of the Lord, great
exertions will be required on the part of the Saints, so that they
may build a house which shall be accepted by the Almighty, and in
which His power and glory shall be manifested. Therefore let those
who can freely make a sacrifice of their time, their talents, and
their prosperity, for the prosperity of the kingdom, and for the
love they have to the cause of truth, bid adieu to their homes and
pleasant places of abode, and unite with us in the great work of
the last days, and share in the tribulation, that they may
ultimately share in the glory and triumph.

We wish it likewise to be distinctly understood,
that we claim no privilege but what we feel cheerfully disposed to
share with our fellow citizens of every denomination, and every
sentiment of religion; and therefore say, that so far from being
restricted to our own faith, let all those who desire to locate
themselves in this place, or the vicinity, come, and we will hail
them as citizens and friends, and shall feel it not only a duty,
but a privilege, to reciprocate the kindness we have received from
the benevolent and kind-hearted citizens of the state of
Illinois.

JOSEPH SMITH, SIDNEY RIGDON, HYRUM SMITH,

Presidents of the Church.

Nauvoo, January 15th, 1841.
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Man's Search for Happiness


text of the script for movie first shown
in the Mormon Pavilion at the 1964 New York World's
Fair


____________________

Sometimes in your search for happiness, you
ponder the meaning of your life. You sift your memory for
beginnings, you send your mind ahead for directions, but all you
really know is now. And you are lost in the
present.

Who am I? How did I come to be? Time - where
does it take me? Towards death? And then what? Where did I come
from?

To understand why you are here, you must first
your beginnings. At birth, you did not suddenly flare into
existence, out of nowhere. You have always
lived.

In pre-earth life, you were with your Heavenly
Father. There as His spirit sons and daughters, you lived until you
were ready to come to earth.

As the poet Wordsworth
said,

“Our
birth is but a sleep, and a forgetting.

The soul that rises with us – our life's star –

hath had elsewhere its setting, and cometh from afar.

Not in entire forgetfulness,

and not in utter nakedness,

but trailing clouds of glory do we come,

from God, who is our home.”

Upon entering mortal life, the memory of your
life before birth was blotted out, that you might life by faith and
further prepare for the everlastingness of
life.

This mortal body in which your spirit now
dwells, is subject to pain, to difficulties, to death. For it is in
opposition that you grow in strength of character. You must know
pain to appreciate well-being; difficulties to develop courage;
death to understand eternal life.

You then, whoever you are, are related not
only to every person upon this earth who lives, who has lived, who
will yet live, but to God the Father of us all, and to His Son our
Savior.

With your acceptance of the responsibility of
earth life, you were given a wondrous mortal body, in the likeness
of God.

“So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God created he him, male and female created
he them.” (Genesis 1:28)

“And the spirit and the body are
the soul of man.” (Doctrine & Covenants
88:15)

As sons and daughters of God, is it any wonder
that you are an eternal part of His plan and purpose; and coming
from such a noble heritage, that you have possibilities far beyond
your greatest dreams?

Be assured that your personal search for
happiness has real purpose. Be assured that your life is worth
living.

Life offers you two precious gifts; one is
time, the other freedom of choice - the freedom to buy with your
time what you will.

You are free to exchange your allotment of
time for thrills. You may trade it for base desires. You may invest
it in greed. You may purchase with it vanity. You may spend your
time in pursuit of material things. Yours is the freedom to choose.
But these are no bargains. For in them you find no lasting
satisfaction.

Every day, every hour, every minute of your
span of mortal years must sometime be accounted for; and it is in
this life that you walk by faith and prove yourself able to choose
good over evil, right over wrong, enduring happiness over mere
amusement; and your eternal award will be according to your
choosing.

A prophet of God has said, “Men are that they
might have joy” (2 Nephi 2:25) - a joy that includes a fullness of
life; a life dedicated to service; to love and harmony in the home;
and the fruits of honest toil; an acceptance of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, of its requirements and commandments. Only in these will
you find true happiness; a happiness which doesn't fade with the
lights and the music and the crowds.

God has placed you on earth without memory of
your pre-mortal past. But He hasn't left you without hope, or
without faith in life after death. This He has promised you: “I am
the Resurrection and the Life. He that believeth in me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live.” (John
11:25)

One of the best attested facts of sacred
history is the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Three days
following his crucifixion, the disciples were gathered together, as
recorded in scripture.

“Then the same say at evening,
being the first day of the week, when he doors were shut where the
disciples were assembled … came Jesus and stood in the midst;
and saith unto them, 'Peace be unto
you.'

“And when he had so said he showed
unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad when
they saw the Lord.” (John
20:19-20)

Just as you lived before mortal birth, just as
you now live in this life, so through the love and sacrifice of
your Savior do you continue to live after
death.

Like every member of the human race, you were
born, and you must die. Your birth is a matter of record:you take
it for granted. But death, that uncertain door that leads ahead,
has been for man an awesome mystery.

Life's greatest test comes with the death of a
loved one; and without faith in the immortality of the soul, the
separation of death looms forever
comfortless.

After death, though your mortal body lies in
the earth, you - your spirit self - being eternal, continue to
live. Your memory of this life will remain with you, and the
knowledge of your life before birth will be
restored.

Like coming out of a darkened room into
light–through death you will emerge in a place of reawakening–and
find loved ones waiting to welcome you.

There with your loved ones, you will await the
resurrection, which is the reuniting of your spirit and your body.
There you will continue towards the limitless opportunities of
everlasting life.

So here you are on earth, with no memory of
what went before, and only faith to whisper what comes
after.

Be assured that you are here, not by accident
or chance; but as part of a glorious everlasting plan. By a still,
small voice within you and through revelation to his appointed
prophets, God our Eternal Father guides the affairs of His children
today as in the past.

In 1830 God reestablished His Church, and
restored the fullness of His Gospel once more among men, through a
modern prophet, Joseph Smith. By revelation, our Savior made known
again, the Plan of Salvation and
Exaltation.

Salvation comes as a gift to every man through
Jesus the Christ, but Exaltation, which is the highest of eternal
opportunities, you must earn.

It is not enough just to believe in Jesus
Christ. You must work and learn, search and pray, repent and
improve, know his laws and live them.

This is the way to peace and happiness, and
the fullness of everlasting life. It is your Heavenly Father's
way.

We invite you to explore it - to test it - to
pray and search and seriously consider. “Prove all things, hold
fast that which is good.” (1 Thessalonians 5:21) Only if you are
unafraid of truth can you find it. But it leads to limitless
opportunities with your loved ones with you - always and
forever.

Therein lies your happiness; a happiness
deeper than passing pleasure, a happiness beyond the understanding
of man, a happiness not of the moment, but of
eternity.

This is every man's search. This is the
purpose of life. This is the key to happiness. For the God and
Father of us all has said: “This is my work and my glory, to bring
to pass the immortality and eternal life of man.” (Moses
1:39)
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A FRIENDLY
DISCUSSION

Upon Religious Matters

Compiled from a Work Entitled "Mr. Durant of Salt
Lake City," by Ben E. Rich

This pamphlet is written in the form of a
conversational discussion because in this style information to the
reader can be conveyed by a method that is at once simple and
agreeable.

The scene of this narrative is a small town in
the southwestern part of Tennessee, which we shall call
Westminster. In this pretty village is a home of entertainment for
strangers. It can scarcely be termed a hotel as it partakes largely
of the character of a private residence with accommodations for a
limited number of guests, and visitors are attracted to it by its
homelike characteristics. A planter named Marshall was the
proprietor of the premises, which was known as Harmony
Place.

At the particular time of which we write
(Sept. 189_ ), the house had three guests: a lawyer named Brown,
who had selected Westminster as a place favorable for the
establishment of the practice of his profession; a physician named
Slocum, who had a similar intention, and a clergyman named
Fitzallen, a tourist who was traveling in the pursuit of health and
pleasure.

At this time another visitor made his
appearance. He was an attractive looking man, aged about thirty,
with genial manners and a striking clear method of presenting his
thoughts in the course of conversation. This was Charles Durant,
who hailed from the West.

The evening of the first day that marked the
stranger's advent into Westminster saw the entire personnel of
Harmony Place on the veranda.

One subject after another was taken up,
discussed and disposed of, or at least laid aside to give way to
some other. The conversation proceeded from point to point until
the topics of the quiet gathering assumed more the aspect of an
intelligent melange than anything else. Two subjects which agitate
us nationally and sometimes locally - more than any other -
politics and religion had so far escaped; they had not, however,
been unthought of, and presently the latter was begun by the
minister saying:

"Representing to some extent, as I do, the
church, I am pleased to be able to state that in the matters of
organization, discipline and places of worship, America is
thoroughly Christianized."

"I partially concur with you," said the
lawyer, "and yet I belong to no church at all do not, in fact,
endorse Christianity as a department of civilized
life."

"Why, how is this?" said Fitzallen, "I thought
nearly everybody in this country must be orthodox to some extent,
at least."

"Not so with me, I assure you," the other
replied, "and the strange part of it is, that my views are the
result of investigation and the peculiar explanations of those who
make religious teaching their calling. Those who accept the creeds
which are supposed to base their tenets upon the Bible, do not, it
appears to me, live up to their professions, and the clergy no
offense intended are more addicted to money-getting than
soul-saving."

The stranger from the West was listening to
all this with the air of one deeply interested. It was as if a
desired opportunity had come, and he was not reluctant about
replying when questioned as to his own views. It came when the
churchman, after announcing his determination to "labor" with the
infidel, turned to the newcomer and said:

"I do not know whether you will be for or
against me in this discussion, but as you come from what we of the
East are prone to regard as the land where restraints are not
severe, I presume you are disposed to assist him rather than
me."

"Well, gentlemen," said Durant, "this topic
interests me, and while I and my opinions are unknown to you all, I
will, if agreeable to you, endeavor to throw some light upon the
subject. I am a believer in religion and lay claim to a testimony
of the truth of the Gospel of Christ from a divine source, and yet
I often find myself opposed by ministers."

"I cannot imagine why this should be the
case," said Fitzallen, "if you are, as you state, a true believer
in Christ and have a witness of him."

"If you will permit me to ask a few questions
during your conversation with Mr. Brown, I may be able to take a
general part in the discussion, provided, however, that should we
differ upon any point it will be in a friendly
manner."

"Certainly," said the clergyman, "I am sure it
will be a pleasure to me to have you join in our conversation, and
I do not doubt that Mr. Brown and the other gentlemen feel the same
way."

The entire party expressed approval of the
proposed interchange of opinions.

"Then, Mr. Brown," said Fitzallen, "what
particular part of the Christian faith appears to you as being the
most difficult to understand?"

"I confess there are many. However, let us
commence with one of the principles of your belief. I will refer to
some of the literature of the Church of England. The first article
of religion contained in the Church of England Prayer-Book is:
There is but one living and true God, everlasting; without body,
parts or passions; of infinite power, wisdom and goodness; the
maker and preserver of all things, both visible and invisible; and
in the unity of this Godhead there are three persons of one
substance, power and eternity the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost.
According to this, then, your belief is that the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost are one person, without body, parts or
passions."

"You have certainly Quoted correctly from the
prayer-book; I fail to see anything wrong with that. What fault
have you to find with it?"

"I cannot form a conception of a God who has
neither body, parts nor passions. So far as the Bible is concerned,
I fail to see from what part of that book you derive such a
conclusion."

"Well, Mr. Brown, using your own language, 'so
far as the Bible is concerned, let us do as Isaiah commands, 'go to
the law and the testimony' (Isaiah 8:20) and I will soon convince
you that the Bible plainly sets forth the fact that the Father and
the Son are one. In fact, Jesus himself declares that he and his
Father are one. (John 10:30.) Is this not
true?"

"Excuse me," said Durant, "but is it not more
reasonable for us to believe that he meant that he and his Father
are united in all things as one person? not that they are actually
one and the same identity?"

"Certainly not," said the reverend, "our
Savior meant just what he said when he declared that he and his
Father were one."

"I differ from you," said the stranger, "for
he also asked his Father to make his disciples one, even as he and
the Father were one, as you will see by reference to John 17:20
& 21, and by your argument it must have been his wish for those
disciples to lose their separate and distinct
identities."

"Stranger," said Mr. Brown, "your view of the
case, I must confess, appears reasonable."

"Let me ask," said the preacher, "did not
Jesus say, 'He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father?' " (John
14:9.)

"Yes," said the Westerner, "for as Paul says,
'He was in the express image of his (Father's) person' (Heb. 1:3),
and this being the case, Jesus might well give them to understand
that when they had seen one they had seen the other. When Jesus
went out to pray, he said, '0 my Father, if it be possible, let
this cup pass from me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou
wilt' (Matt. 26:39.) Now, then, to whom was our Savior praying? Was
he asking a favor of himself?"

"Oh, no; he was then praying to the Holy
Spirit."

"By such admission you have separated one of
the three from Jesus, for in the beginning you declared that the
three were one; and now that we have one of the three separated
from the others, let us see if we can separate the other two. In
order to do this, I refer you to the account of the martyrdom of
Stephen. While being stoned to death he looked up to heaven and saw
the glory of God, and that Jesus was standing on the right hand of
God. (Acts 7:55.) Would it not be impossible for a person to stand
on the right hand of himself? In further proof that Jesus is a
separate person from the Father we will examine the account of his
baptism. On coming up out of the water, what was it that lighted on
him in the form of a dove?" (Matt. 3:16.)

"We are told it was the Spirit of
God."

"Exactly! And whose voice was it that spoke
from the heavens, 'This is my beloved Son in whom I am well
pleased!' (Matt. 3:17. ) Now, mind you, there was Jesus, who had
just been raised from the water, being one person, the Holy Ghost
which descended from above and rested upon him in the form of a
dove, making two personages; and does not the idea strike you very
forcibly that the voice from heaven belonged to a third person? And
then again I will draw your attention to "

The churchman was getting heated. Said he:
"These are things which we are not expected to understand; and, my
young friends, I would advise you to drop such foolish ideas for…
"

"Excuse me. Did you say 'foolish ideas?' Why,
my dear sir, we are told in the Bible that 'This is life eternal,
that they might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent' (John 17:3. ) Therefore it should be our first
duty to find out the character and being of God. You say we are not
expected to understand these things, while the Bible says these are
what we must understand if we desire eternal life. It also says we
can understand the things of man by the spirit of man, but to
comprehend the things of God we must have the Spirit of God; and as
you profess to be one of his servants, you are presumed to be in
possession of the necessary light to understand the true and living
God, also Jesus Christ whom he sent. You say God has no body; did
our Savior have one? If so, then his Father had one, for I have
just proved by the words of Paul that Christ was in the express
image of his person. (Heb. 1:3.) Jesus appeared in the midst of his
disciples after his resurrection with a body of flesh and bones,
and called upon his disciples to satisfy themselves on this point
by touching him; 'for' says he, 'a spirit hath not flesh and bones
as ye see me have' (Luke 24:39.) Then he called for something to
eat and he did eat (verses 42, 43), and with this tangible body he
ascended into heaven and stood, as Stephen says, on the right hand
of God. (Acts 7:55. ) Now if he has no body, what became of the one
he took away with him?"

"This is nonsense! You know that God is a
spirit, and I think we would better not delve too deeply into
matters which we are not permitted to
comprehend.

"Pray listen a while longer, for I have yet
more to say in regard to what you call nonsense, although, if it be
such, I must insist that it is Bible nonsense. You say God is a
spirit; does that prove he has no body? We are also told we must
worship him in spirit. Am I to understand from this that we must
worship him without a body? Have you a spirit? Yes. Have you also a
body? Yes. Were you made in the image of God, body and spirit? So
says the Bible. Man was created in the image of God, (Gen. 1:26,
27.) Then God has a body and, consequently, must have parts. Moses
talked with him face to face, as one man talks with another (Ex.
33:11), and he also saw his back parts. He promised (Num. 12:8) to
speak with Moses mouth to mouth. We are told in the fifth chapter
of Deuteronomy that he has a hand and arm. The Psalm (139:16) tells
us he has eyes, and Isaiah (30:27) says he has lips and tongue.
John describes his head, hair, and eyes. (Rev. 1:14.) And as for
passions, we are told in the Bible that he exercises love and is a
jealous God. Are these not parts and passions? It would appear that
all who believe in the Scriptures must conclude that they are parts
and passions, and that the Creator is a God after whose likeness we
are made."

"Well, I had no idea when I commenced this
conversation with Mr. Brown that I was to find such an antagonist
in yourself. One would naturally come to the conclusion that you
have made the Bible a study."

"I have as a Christian studied the record; in
fact, at a very early age my parents required me to commit and
remember a very important verse in that good old book. It is found
in the fifth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John, being the
39th verse, and reads as follows: 'Search the Scriptures, for in
them ye think ye have eternal life; and they are they which testify
of me.'"

"That is proper, but I must again warn you
against plunging into mysteries which we cannot
understand."

"But Peter tells us that 'no prophecy of the
Scripture if of any private interpretation' (II Peter 1:20), and
these are the things which we should seek for -information upon;
for lack of information by the ministers upon these points is, to a
great extent, the cause of many persons being in Mr. Brown's frame
of mind today."

"If your assertion be correct, perhaps it
would be better for me to withdraw and leave Mr. Brown in your
hands."

"I beg your pardon," said Durant, "I did not
mean to offend you; I will endeavor to be more careful during the
rest of the conversation."

"We will resume the discussion at another
time. Tonight I only intended remaining a short time, having an
important engagement; so if you will excuse me, I will wish you all
good evening."

"Well," said Mr. Brown, "things have taken a
very peculiar turn. I seem to be out of the contest. I have heard
more that appears reasonable from you, Mr. Durant, regarding
religion than ever before in my life, and I must also admit that if
my early teaching on religious matters had been of this character,
I believe I would have been a Christian. I am somewhat familiar
with the doctrines of different Christian societies, and from the
way you express yourself regarding the personality of God, I would
like very much to hear your views regarding other differences. Do
you disagree with these ministers very much on other
principles?"

"I arn afraid the difference on many important
principles is just as great as that concerning the personality of
God. But if you really desire to go with me in this search after
the kingdom of God, and the others are willing, I assure you it
will give me great pleasure."

Unanimous approval was expressed at once, and
Mr. Brown continued, saying:

"I never before had as great a desire in this
direction, and must confess that my curiosity has become quite
aroused."

"Then," said Durant, "We will take King James'
translation of the Scriptures as the law-book, and 'Seek ye first
the kingdom of God' for our text; and if we should discover before
we have finished that the teachings of men differ greatly from the
teachings of Christ, I will be somewhat justified in saying that
religionists have 'transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance,
broken the everlasting covenant'" (Isaiah 24:5; Jer.
2:13.)

"Very well," said Mr. Brown, "I will proceed,"
and obtaining the family Bible he continued: "And should your
assertions prove correct, it would account for the increase of
infidelity, and it might also cause others as well as myself to
stop and consider. Now, then, to the 'law and testimony.' Give me
the chapter and verse, that I may know you make no
mistakes."

The doctor then for the first time took part,
saying: "I am also becoming very much interested, and think I shall
join you with my Bible. Let us all come into the
circle."

"All right, we will examine the Gospel of
Jesus Christ from the Bible, principle by principle. In order to
have a clear understanding concerning this, it will be necessary
for us to go back to the days of our Father Adam. Through the
transgression of our first parents, death came upon all the human
family, and mankind could not of themselves overcome the same and
obtain immortality. To substantiate this, see first, second and
third chapters of Genesis, Romans 5th chapter and 12th verse, and I
Corinthians 15th chapter and 21st and 22nd verses. But in order
that they should not perish, God sent his Son Jesus Christ into the
world to satisfy this broken law and to deliver mankind from the
power of death. (John 3:16; Romans 5:8; John 4:9.) And as all
became subject to death by Adam, so will all men be resurrected
from death through the atonement of Christ (I Cor. 15:20-23; Rom.
5:12-19), and will stand before the judgment seat of God to answer
for their own sins and not for Adam's transgression. (Acts 17:31;
Rev. 20:12-15; Matt. 16:27.) Am I right as far as I have
gone?"

"Yes," said the doctor, "I have been following
you with your quotations, and find them correct.
Proceed."

"Then I have proved one of the principles of
some of the so-called Christians incorrect, for they do not believe
that the wicked will have the same chance of resurrection as the
righteous. Jesus Christ did not die for our individual sins, except
on condition that we conform to the plan he marked out, which will
bring us a remission of our sins. The only way we can prove that we
love him is by keeping his commandments (John 14:15); therefore, if
we say we love God and keep not his commandments, we are liars and
the truth is not in us. (I John 2:4.) I think I have proved to your
satisfaction that there is something defective in their
understanding of the attributes of God, and I think I can prove
also that they do not keep his commandments. Christ has given us to
understand two things which you must remember while on this search
after the 'kingdom of God'. First, that we must follow him;
secondly, that when he left his disciples he was to send them the
Comforter that would lead them into all truth; therefore we must
follow Christ and accept all the principles which were taught by
his disciples while in possession of the Holy Spirit, though it
should prove the whole world to be in
error."

"Thus far your arguments are reasonable, also
in accordance with Holy Writ; and as there is no other name given
us except Jesus Christ whereby we can be saved (Acts 4:12), you may
now lay before us the conditions; but give us chapter and verse, as
I said before, that we may know you speak
correctly."

"We will now examine into the conditions; but
first remember that God does not send men into the world for the
purpose of preaching contrary doctrines, for this always creates
confusion, and God is not the author of confusion, but of peace. (I
Cor. 14:33.) Paul has said if any man teach another Gospel let him
be accursed. (Gal. 1:8, 9.) The first condition is this: To believe
there is a God (not the kind mentioned in the English prayerbook),
but the God that created man in his own image, and to have faith in
that God and in Jesus Christ whom he has
sent."

"Go on," said the party in
concert.

"Well," continued Durant, "the kind of faith
required is that which will enable a man, under all circumstances,
to say, 'I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ; for it is the
power of God unto salvation. 1 (Rom. 1:16.) This is the kind of
faith by which the worlds were framed; by which Noah prepared an
ark; by which the Red Sea was crossed as on dry land; by which the
walls of Jericho fell; it was by faith that kingdoms were subdued;
righteousness was wrought; promises were obtained, and the mouths
of lions were closed. (Heb. 11:32, 38.) This faith comes by hearing
the word of God (Rom. 10:17), and the lack of this faith and the
absence of prayer and fasting caused even the Apostles to fail on
one occasion in casting out devils. (Matt. 17:14, 20.) No wonder,
then, that without faith it is impossible to please God. (Heb.
11:6.) Faith, then, is the first grand stepping-stone to that
celestial pathway leading towards salvation. The more we search
into eternal truth, the more we discover that God works upon
natural principles. All the requirements which he makes of us are
very plain and simple. How natural that the principle of faith
should be the primary one of our salvation! With what principle are
we more familiar? Faith is the first great principle governing all
things; but great as it is, it is dead without works. (James
2:14-17. ) We must not expect salvation by simply having faith that
Jesus is the Christ, for the devils in purgatory are that far
advanced. (James 2:19.) In fact, if you will read the entire second
chapter of James you will see that faith without works is as dead
and helpless as the body after the spirit has departed from it. It
is folly to think of gaining exaltation in His presence unless we
obey the principles he advocated (Matt. 7), for no one speaks
truthfully by saying he is a disciple of Christ while not observing
his commandments. (John 8:31.) In fact, the only way by which man
can truthfully say he loves Jesus Christ is by keeping his
commandments." (John 14:12-21.)

"Is it not recorded in Holy Writ," said the
doctor, "that if we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be
saved?"

"You have referred to the words used by Paul
and Silas to the keeper of the prison. These disciples were asked
by this jailer what should he do to be saved, and they answered, as
you have quoted, 'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt
be saved, and thy house/ Then the disciples immediately laid before
them those principles which constitute true belief, and not until
this man and his house had embraced the principles taught by those
disciples were they filled with true belief and really rejoiced.
(Acts 16:31, 33.) You see by this example that we must not deceive
ourselves by thinking that we can be hearers of the word only and
not doers." (James 1:22, 23. )

"But," said the lawyer, "here is a passage
found in the tenth chapter of Romans, which, in my opinion, will be
difficult for you to explain. The passage referred to reads as
follows: 'If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved'. Now, then, it looks to me as if
salvation is here promised through faith alone. How do you explain
it?"

"Very easily. Let us thoroughly examine this
passage in all its different phases. In the first place, this
letter was written by Paul to individuals who were already members
of the church. They had rendered obedience to the laws of
salvation, and having complied with those requirements were
entitled to salvation, providing their testimony remained within
them like a living spring; and in order that they should not become
lukewarm, Paul exhorted them to continue bearing testimony of the
divinity of Christ, and not let their hearts lose sight of the fact
that God had raised his Son from the dead, and inasmuch as they
kept themselves in this condition, salvation would be theirs. This
is the only sensible view one can take of this passage.
Unquestionably Paul was speaking to sincere members of the church,
who had been correctly initiated into the fold of Christ, not
aliens living 1800 years after."

"That appears to be correct, but further on in
the same chapter, we find this expression: 'For whosoever shall
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved'. It appears to me
here that reference is not made to those who had embraced the
Gospel and those who had the faith, but salvation is made general
to whomsoever shall call upon the name of the Lord." (Rom.
10:13.)

"Exactly, but the next verse gives an
explanation so simple that none can fail to understand it: 'How,
then, shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and
how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard, and how
shall they hear without a preacher? So, then, faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.' In other words, if there
is faith, there have been works, and having true faith, no person
will remain in that condition without complying with further works
of salvation to which that faith urges
him."

"I see," said Brown, the other remaining
silent but interested; "you are right."

"Now, then, gentlemen," said Durant, "I
maintain, as before stated, that faith is the first principle of
the Gospel leading to salvation, but it will not bring us to the
summit of the ladder water without the other
principles."

"Well, suppose we accept this as the first
round in the ladder, where will we find the
second?"

"The second follows, just as naturally as the
second step follows the first when a child learns to walk. When
faith in God is once created, the knowledge that we have at some
time, perhaps many times during our lives, 'done things displeasing
to him/ naturally follows immediately, therefore repentance makes
its appearance as the second principle of the Gospel. When John
came preaching in the wilderness as the forerunner of Christ, his
message to the people was, 'Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand.' (Matt. iii:2.) When Jesus came into Galilee preaching the
Gospel of the kingdom of God, it was with a message calling them to
repentance. (Mark i:15. ) When he chose his disciples ance.began*
sending them forth it was to call mankind to repent and (Mark
vi:7-12.) When he upbraided the cities wherein the most of His
mighty works were done, it was because they repented not. (Matt.
xi:20.) True repentance is that which will cause him who stole to
steal no more; that which will keep corrupt communications from our
mouths; that which will cause us to so conduct our walks through
life as not to grieve the Spirit of God; that which will cause all
bitterness, wrath, anger, and evil speaking to be put away from us,
and will make us kind one to another, tenderhearted and forgiving,
even as God for Christ's sake has forgiven us. (Ephesians
iv:28-32.) When he who has committed a sin shall commit it no more,
then he has repented with that Godly sorrow which worketh
repentance to salvation, and not with the sorrow of the world,
bringing with it death. (II Cor. vii:10.) When a sinner thus
repents more joy is found in heaven than over ninety and nine just
persons who need no repentance. (Luke xv:7. ) This, then, is the
second round in the Gospel ladder according to the plan given us by
the Master, and without it, faith is of no substantial
benefit."

"Your reasoning is both logical and just,"
said Brown, "and no one can find any fault with those doctrines.
This world of ours would certainly be more pleasant if these things
were followed, and when a person is filled with that kind of faith,
and has truly repented, it must be clear that he is entitled to
salvation."

"But he must not stop at that," the speaker
went on; "there are other principles just as necessary for him to
obey. If I am in possession of enough faith to convince me that I
have sinned against you, and the knowledge of this causes me
sincerely to repent, I must not and cannot rest until I am
satisfied I have your forgiveness for the wrong. So it is with
sinning against God and his laws; he has marked out the path of
repentance and it is our duty to follow that divine way until we
arrive at the sacred altar of forgiveness. Sin must be forgiven
before it can be wiped out, and God in his wisdom selected and
placed in his church water baptism for this purpose. It is a means
whereby a man can receive remission of
sin."

"And do you really believe that baptism brings
remission of sin?" queried the lawyer.

"Certainly; provided, however, honest faith
and sincere repentance go before it, and the ordinance is
administered in the proper way by one endowed with divine
authority; otherwise I believe it is of no avail
whatever."

"It seems to me you surround the principle of
baptism with more safeguards than anyone else of whom I have ever
heard."

"Perhaps I do, and yet it should not be the
case. Every principle of the Gospel should be well and carefully
protected, and the failure on the part of man to do this is the
main cause of so many different so-called plans of salvation
existing among us today, when there should be only one true and
perfect plan, as found in the days of
Christ."

"It does seem strange that there should be so
many roads leading, as is claimed, in one direction. I declare, I
never thought of that before."

"Well, we will try to cover all those points
before we finish. Let us examine this principle. Let us see if the
idea of water baptism appears reasonable. The Lord has wisely and
kindly selected this form of ordinance for the remission of sins.
It was with this object in view that John advocated the principle.
(Mark i:4.) Peter promised it on the day of Pentecost. (Acts
ii:38.) Saul also received aid to arise and have his sins washed
away. (Acts xxii:16.) And so it was taught by different disciples
as a means whereby God would remit sins."

"And as you have already stated, there are
various modes of baptism among various sects. What is your
method?"

"The only correct form is that explained in
the Bible. Baptism was performed anciently by immersion, in fact no
other mode was thought of until centuries after the day of Christ.
The word baptize is from the Greek baptize or bapto, meaning to
plunge or immerse, and such noted writers as Polybius, Strabo, Dion
Cassius, Mosheim, Luther, Calvin, Bossuet, Schaaf, Baxter, Jeremy
Taylor, Robinson, and others, all agree that with the ancients
immersion, and no other form, was baptism. The holy record itself
explains the mode so plainly that even a wayfaring man may
understand. John selected a certain place on account of there being
much water. (John iii:23.) Christ himself was baptized in a river,
after which he came up out of the water. (Mark i:5-10.) Both Philip
and the eunuch went down into the water (Acts viii:38, 39), and
Paul likens baptism to the burial and resurrection of Christ, dying
from sin, buried in water, and resurrection to a new life. (Rom.
vi:3-5.) Jesus declares that a man must be born of the water as
well as of the Spirit. (John iii:5. ) By being immersed we are born
of the water, and we cannot liken baptism to a birth when performed
in any other way. How mankind can accept any other form, in the
face of all these facts, is more than I can account for. I think
enough has been said to show that I am correct in my views
regarding the object and mode, of baptism, BO now let us inquire
who are proper subjects."

"Why, all who have souls to save, I suppose,"
said the doctor,

"Yes, providing they have obeyed the two
principles already mentioned; that is, faitn and repentance; for
Christ commanded his apostles to teach before baptizing. (Matt.
xxviii:19, 20.) The candidate must believe before he can be
baptized. (Mark xvi:16.) Before Philip baptized the people of
Samaria they believed the Gospel as he taught it. (Acts viii:12. )
When the eunuch asked for baptism at the hands of this same
disciple, Philip answered: "If thou believest with all thine heart,
thoti mayest? (Acts viii:37.) All persons, then, who are capable of
understanding, are fit subjects for baptism as soon as they believe
and have repented. None are exempt, not even was Cornelius, who was
so generous that a report of his good deeds reached the throne of
God. His prayers were so mingled with faith that they brought down
an angel from heaven; yet through baptism alone was it possible
that he could gain membership in the fold of Christ. (Acts x.) We
see, then, that all, except little children, are proper subjects
for this ordinance, provided, as stated, they have faith, and have
truly repented of their sins."

"And do you claim that little children are
exempt?" said the doctor.

"I do; baptism for the remission of sins, and
little children, being free from sin, are of necessity
exempt."

"I do not see how you make that doctrine
accord with the teachings of the Bible. Did not Jesus say, 'Suffer
little children to come unto me?' "

"He did, but instead of administering the
ordinance of baptism to them he took them in His arms and blessed
them, declaring at the same time that they were pure and free from
sin like unto those who are in the kingdom of heaven. A little
child is free from sin, is pure in heart, in fact, is the great
example of goodness which Christ points out for us to follow. (Mark
x:13-16. ) Baptism, then, is for people who are old enough to
embrace it intelligently, not for children who cannot understand
its significance, and who already belong to the kingdom of
heaven.

"We have now examined three of the fundamental
principles of the Gospel of salvation. There is one more that I
wish to touch upon, after which we will discuss a subject that is
of more interest to you, perhaps, than any of these. The principle
which I now wish to speak of is the gift of the Holy Ghost, which
in olden times always followed obedience to the principles we have
discussed, and when once received brought with it some of the gifts
of the Holy Spirit. When the first sermon was delivered after the
crucifixion of Christ, at the time when the apostles were endowed
with power from on high, a multitude of people were pricked in
their hearts, and asked Peter and the rest of the apostles what
they should do. Peter answered this all-important question; and so
far as authority to do so was concerned, we must admit that he, of
all men at that peculiar time, was fully capable, for he was in
possession of the keys of the kingdom of God, bestowed upon him by
Christ himself. He was the senior apostle, and, with his brethren,
had been endowed with power from above. Therefore* he, more than
any minister of our day, occupied a place that enabled him to
answer correctly, and with authority."

"You are stating the case properly, but what
did he tell them?" queried the man of law.

"His answer is found in the second chapter of
Acts, beginning with the 38th verse. You will observe that as soon
as he discovered that they had faith, he taught them repentance,
then baptism for the remission of sins, and followed these
doctrines with a promise of the gift of the Holy
Ghost."

"Yes, commencing at the verse mentioned, it
says: 'Then Peter said unto them, Repent and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is
unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even
as many as the Lord our GocJ sfc01 call,'"

"But how were they to receive the Holy
Ghost?"

"By the laying on of hands. When Peter went
down into Samaria for the purpose of bestowing this gift on those
whom Philip had baptized, he did it by the laying on of hands.
(Acts viii:17. ) Ananias conferred it upon Paul in the same manner.
(Acts ix :17. ) And Paul did the same in the case of those who were
baptized at Ephesus (Acts xix:2-6); and when people received this
birth of the Spirit (John iii:5 ), they also received the promised
blessings; they were entitled to the signs which he promised would
follow, for, said he, * These signs shall follow them that believe;
\ in my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new
tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly
thing it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick and
they shall recover.' (Mark xvi:17, 18. ) We have now discovered the
conditions: faith, repentance, baptism for the remission of sins,
and the laying on of hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost,
with the promise of Christ that the signs shall
follow."

"You must remember, my friend, that the signs
were only given in order to establish the church in the days of the
apostles; but now they are dispensed with and no longer
needed."

"To the law and the testimony," replied
Durant, "and give me chapter and verse to substantiate the
assertion you have just made."

"If you will read the 13th chapter of 1st
Corinthians, you will learn that 'whether there be prophecies they
shall fail, and whether there be tongues they shall cease/
"

"If you will take pains to read the two verses
following, you will see that 'we know in part, and we prophesy in
part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in
part shall be done away/ My friend, instead of this quotation
proving that these things are done away, it establishes the
assertion that they shall remain until perfection shall come.
Surely no reasonable man will say that we have come to
perfection."

"I have understood that these gifts were no
longer needed. This certainly is the conclusion that the ministers
of the day have come to."

"But this is not surprising to me, for this
good old Bible declares that the time will come when the people
will turn from sound doctrines to fables," (II Tim.
iv;4.)

"I must admit that you have convinced me that
baptism is a necessity, and when I am baptized, the ordinance will
be performed in the proper manner," said the
doctor.

"I am pleased to learn that, but I may have
another surprise for you yet. May I ask, who do you intend shall
baptize you?"

"My minister, I suppose;
why?"

"If the words of the Bible be true, there may
be a doubt as to whether your minister is authorized to baptize
you."

"Do you mean that these men, ministers of the
Gospel, have no authority to officiate in that ordinance? I wonder
what you will undertake next, but proceed, for I am now prepared
for surprises."

"I assure you, my dear sir, I only wish to
refer to a few doctrines from the Bible which are necessary to be
understood by you in order that you may obtain eternal life. Thus
far we have only examined the first principles of the Gospel, but
now we will speak of the officers whom Christ placed in His Church,
and learn by what means men receive authority to act in the name of
God. Paul tells us that God has placed 'first apostles, secondarily
prophets, thirdly teachers, after which gifts of healing/ etc. (I
Cor. xii:28 ), and says the work is built upon the foundation of
apostles. (Eph. ii:20.) He furthermore declares that these officers
have been placed in the Church for the work of the ministry, and
will remain until we all come to a knowledge of the truth. (Eph.
iv:ll-13.) Have all mankind come to a knowledge of the truth? If
not, why has the Church dispensed with the officers that God placed
in it for the purpose of bringing all to a unity of the faith? Paul
tells us that these officers were placed in the church to keep us
from being tossed to and fro and carried about by every wind of
doctrine which is taught by man. (Eph. iv :12-14. ) At the present
time, when men declare that they have no need of apostles or
prophets, they are divided, and subdivided, and in fact carried
about by every doctrine that is promulgated as Paul saw that they
would be, if inspired apostles and prophets were not found to lead
them. In losing these officers, the Church lost her authority,
together with all her gifts and graces, and the so-called Christian
Churches today are disrobed of all her beautiful garments; and even
those who pretend to defend her are crying out that her gifts,
graces and ordinances are useless in this age of the world. Did
Christ establish the true order or did he not? We say he did and
would ask, has any man a right to change it? And if any man, or
even an angel from heaven should alter it in the least, will he not
come under the condemnation that Paul uttered when he said: 'Though
we or an angel from heaven preach any other Gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed?' (Gal.
i:8.) Christ placed these officers and the ordinances in the Church
for the perfecting of the Saints; and any one teaching contrary to
this is a perverter of the Gospel, and an anti-Christ in the full
meaning of the word. The difference between the Church of Christ on
the one hand and the Catholic Church, with all her posterity
composing the whole Protestant world on the other hand, amounts to
this: One had apostles, prophets, etc., who led the church by
inspiration or by divine revelation; while the others have learned
men to preach learned men's opinions; have colleges to teach
divinity, instead of the Holy Ghost; instead of preaching the
Gospel without hire, their ministers must have large salaries each
year, and they are not certain of the doctrines which they teach,
when they should be in possession of the gift of knowledge,
prophecy and revelation. Now then, in what church do we find
apostles and prophets?"

The doctor replied, "There are none; but you
must remember there must be a preacher, for 'how shall they hear
without a preacher?' " (Rom. x:14.)

"And in the next verse he asks, 'how shall
they preach except they be sent?' This same apostle says that no
man is to take the honor unto himself, but he that is called of God
as was Aaron. (Heb. v:4. ) Aaron was called by revelation (Ex.
iv:14-17 ) ; hence , we see that no man is to preach the
Gospel except he be called by revelation from God. As I said,
instead of men being called by revelation as the Bible declares
they should be in our day they argue that God has not revealed
himself for almost eighteen hundred years. Go and ask your minister
if he has been called by revelation, and he will tell you that such
manifestations are not needed now, which assertion I think will
prove to you that he has no authority to baptize for the remission
of sins."

"But did not Jesus say, 'Go ye into all the
world and preach the Gospel?' "

"He did, but was he then talking to modern
ministers? When he gave his apostles authority to preach, did that
give all men who feel disposed to take the honor unto themselves
the same authority? He gave his apostles to understand that they
had not chosen him but he had chosen them (John xv:16); but in this
day men reverse the condition. Then again, he sent his servants
into the world to preach his Gospel without purse or scrip. (Luke
x:4.) Paul says his reward is this, 'That when I preach the Gospel
I may make the Gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my
power in the Gospel/ (I Cor. ix:18.) Now, go and ask your minister
if he does the same, and I think that you will find that he must
have a salary."

"Then what has become of the Gospel?" said the
lawyer.

"Paul says that the coming of Jesus Christ
will not be, save there be 'a falling away' (II Thes. ii:3), and
that 'in the last days perilous times shall come.' (II Tim. ii:l.)
People 'will not endure sound doctrine/ but will 'heap to
themselves teachers having itching ears, and shall turn from the
truth to fables (Tim. iv:3, 4), and will have a form of godliness,
but will deny the power thereof/ (II Tim. iii:5. ) Peter also says
these false teachers will make mer- chandise of the souls of men.
(II Peter ii:l-3. ) They are doing so by demanding a salary for
preparing sermons to tickle the people's itching ears. Micah iiiill
says, 'The heads thereof judge for reward and the priests thereof
teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money; yet will
they lean upon the Lord, and say, 'Is not the Lord among us?' Now,
my friends, do not the different sects of the day present us with a
literal fulfillment of all these sayings? Have they not
transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance and broken the
everlasting covenant? (Isaiah xxiv:5.) John Wesley in his 94th
sermon, referring to the condition of the Church after it had
departed from the right way and lost the gifts, says, 'The real
cause why the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were no longer
to be found in the Christian Church was because the Christians were
turned heathens again and had only a dead form left/
"

"It would appear, then, that God has forsaken
mankind and left us without any hope," said Mr.
Marshall.

"No. He has not; but this falling away is the
result of mankind forsaking God, by changing His Gospel and
departing from its teachings, as I have already shown. But he has
promised through his servants, that there would be a dispensation
when he would gather together all things in Christ (Eph. i:10), and
would restore all things which he has spoken by the mouth of all
his holy prophets since the world began. (Acts iii:20, 21.) This
dispensation was called the dispensation of the fullness of times.
(Eph. i:10.) Daniel, who received by revelation the interpretation
of Nebuchadnezzar's dream, saw what would take place in later
times, when the God of heaven would set up a kingdom. (Dan. ii:44.)
John, the revelator, while on the desolate island, Patmos (some
ninety years after Christ), saw how this Gospel would be restored.
Namely, that an angel would bring it from heaven ^Rev. xiv:6^), and
Christ says it 'shall be preached in all the world as a witness
unto all nations; and then shall the end come/ (Matt. xxiv:14.) As
God is always the same, and has but one pian for the redemption of
the human family, we may expect to see the same Gospel with like
promises preached in a similar way. Where do we find it as it
existed anciently? But as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it
be also in the days of the coming of the Son of Man. (Matt.
xxiv:37; Luke xvii:26, 27. ) Noah was sent by the Lord to foretell
the coming of the flood, but the people rejected his testimony; in
fact, whenever God has revealed His mind and will to man in days
gone by, the world, instead of receiving the same, have rejected
the message and said all manner of evil concerning the prophets,
and in many instances have killed them, as was the case with Christ
himself. Now then, my friends, we are living in the dispensation of
the fullness of times, when God is gathering together all things in
Christ. An angel has come from the heavens and brought the
everlasting Gospel, and on the 6th day of April, 1830, God through
revelation to man organized the Church of Jesus Christ, in the
exact pattern of the true Church, as it existed in the days of
Christ, with apostles and prophets, and since that day the servants
of God have been traveling through the world preaching the same, as
a witness that the end will soon come. They call upon mankind to
exercise faith in God our Eternal Father, and in his Son Jesus
Christ; also to repent of and turn from their sins, and be baptized
by one who has been called of God by revelation, and receive the
laying on of hands for the bestowal of the Holy Ghost. As servants
of God they then promise that the convert shall know of the
doctrine, whether it be of God or man (John vii:17); and,
furthermore, that the signs which followed the believers in the
days of the ancient apostles will follow the believer at the
present time, for the same cause will always produce the same
effect. My friends, as a servant of God, I call upon you to obey
these principles and you shall have the promised blessings. I am an
Elder in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. My home
is in Salt Lake City, Utah."

The listeners were very much surprised, but
those who read the quotations from the Bible were not slow to
inform Mr. Durant that the Good Book substantiated his argument.
Thanking him for the patient explanation of his belief, each
obtained his card containing the articles of faith of his Church,
and bidding each other good-night, all
retired.





CONCLUSION

Kind reader, a word before we separate; if you
are not a member of what is commonly called the Mormon Church,
having read the foregoing pages, you must certainly acknowledge
that you know more concerning its doctrines, from a "Mormon"
standpoint than you ever knew before.

We have tried to present to you, in a plain
and very simple manner, some of the first principles of our faith,
the true Gospel of Jesus Christ. What do you think of them? Will
they, or will they not, stand scrutiny? It is left with you to
answer, and as God has blessed you with free agency, it is your
privilege to judge and decide.

Do not treat these doctrines indifferently,
nor carelessly throw them aside.

Should they be true, the message is of the
utmost importance to you. Surrounded with so many proofs, the faith
of the Latter-day Saints demands your further
investigation.

Books, tracts, and sermons, in great numbers,
and within easy reach, are at your command. Read, listen,
investigate! Thousands have done so before, and bear testimony to
having received a knowledge of the divine truth, as herein
presented.

I part from you with the words of the
poet

"Know this, that
every soul is free

To choose his life and what he'll be,

For this eternal truth is given,

That God will force no man to heaven.

"He'll call,
persuade, direct aright

Bless him with wisdom, love and light

In nameless ways be good and kind,

But never force the human mind.

"Freedom and reason
make us men;

Take these away, what are we then?

Mere animals, and just as well

The beasts may think of heaven or hell."










Doctrine & Covenants Section 76 in
Poetic Form


 

These two poems
were first published in the Times and Seasons (Nauvoo, January
1843) and later (August 1843) in the Millennial Star. It is
believed that W. W. Phelps actually wrote both of them, but “The
Vision” bears Joseph Smith's signature, as if approving
it.


——————————

“Vade
Mecum”

From W. W. Phelps to Joseph Smith, the Prophet

William W. Phelps



Go with me, will you go to the Saints that have died—

To the next better world where the righteous reside?

Where the angels and spirits in harmony be,

In the joys of a vast paradise?—Go with me.



Go with me where the truth and the virtues prevail;

Where the union is one, and the years never fail;

Not a heart can conceive, nor a nat'ral eye see

What the Lord has prepar'd for the just.—Go with me.



Go with me where there's no destruction or war;

Neither tyrants or sland'rers, nor nations ajar;

Where the system is perfect, and happiness free,

And the life is eternal with God.—Go with me.



Go with me, will you go to the mansions above,

Where the bliss, and the knowledge, the light, and the love,

And the glory of God do eternally be?

Death, the wages of sin, is not there.—Go with
me.






——————————————

“The
Vision”

From Joseph Smith to W. W. Phelps, Esq.

Joseph Smith



This poetical rendering of Doctrine and
Covenants 76, published in Nauvoo in 1843, is the only poem extant
supposed to have been written by the Prophet Joseph Smith. Close
textual comparisons, however, lead one to suspect that W. W. Phelps
was the author. For a long period Phelps served as a personal
scribe for Joseph. The poem is a response to Phelps' "Vade
Mecum"



[1] I will go, I will go, to the home of the Saints,

Where the virtue's the value, and life the reward;

But before I return to my former estate,

I must fulfill the mission I had from the Lord.



[2] Wherefore, hear O ye heavens, and give ear O ye earth,

And rejoice, ye inhabitants, truly again;

For the Lord he is God, and his life never ends,

And besides him there ne'er was a Savior of men.



[3] His ways are a wonder, his wisdom is great;

The extent of his doings there's none can unveil;

His purposes fail not; from age unto age

He still is the same, and his years never fail.



[4] His throne is the heavens—his life-time is all

Of eternity now, and eternity then;

His union is power, and none stays his hand,

The Alpha, Omega, for ever. Amen.



[5] For thus saith the Lord, in the spirit of truth,

I am merciful, gracious, and good unto those

That fear me, and live for the life that's to come:

My delight is to honour the Saints with repose,



[6] That serve me in righteousness true to the end;

Eternal's their glory and great their reward.

I'll surely reveal all my myst'ries to them—

The great hidden myst'ries in my kingdom stor'd;



[7] From the council in Kolob, to time on the earth,

And for ages to come unto them I will show

My pleasure and will, what the kingdom will do:

Eternity's wonders they truly shall know.



[8] Great things of the future I'll show unto them,

Yea, things of the vast generations to rise;

For their wisdom and glory shall be very great,

And their pure understanding extend to the skies.



[9] And before them the wisdom of wise men shall cease,

And the nice understanding of prudent ones fail!

For the light of my spirit shall light mine elect,

And the truth is so mighty 'twill ever prevail.



[10] And the secrets and plans of my will I'll reveal,

The sanctifi'd pleasures when earth is renew'd;

What the eye hath not seen, nor the ear hath yet heard,

Nor the heart of the natural man ever view'd.



[11] I, Joseph, the prophet, in spirit beheld,

And the eyes of the inner man truly did see

Eternity sketch'd in a vision from God,

Of what was, and now is, and yet is to be.



[12] Those things which the Father ordained of old,

Before the world was or a system had run;

Through Jesus, the Maker and Savior of all—

The only begotten (Messiah) his son.



[13] Of whom I bear record, as all prophets have,

And the record I bear is the fulness—yea, even

The truth of the gospel of Jesus—the Christ,

With whom I convers'd in the vision of heav'n.



[14] For while in the act of translating his word,

Which the Lord in his grace had appointed to me,

I came to the gospel recorded by John,

Chapter fifth, and the twenty-ninth verse which you'll see.



[15] I marvell'd at these resurrections, indeed,

For it came unto me by the spirit direct:

And while I did meditate what it all meant,

The Lord touch'd the eyes of my own intellect.



[16] Hosanna, for ever! They open'd anon,

And the glory of God shone around where I was;

And there was the Son at the Father's right hand,

In a fulness of glory and holy applause.



[17] I beheld round the throne holy angels and hosts,

And sanctified beings from the worlds that have been,

In holiness worshipping God and the Lamb,

For ever and ever. Amen and amen.



[18] And now after all of the proofs made of him,

By witnesses truly, by whom he was known,

This is mine, last of all, that he lives; yea, he lives!

And sits at the right hand of God on his throne.



[19] And I heard a great voice bearing record from heav'n,

He's the Saviour and only begotten of God;

By him, of him, and through him, the worlds were all made,

Even all that career in the heavens so broad.



[20] Whose inhabitants, too, from the first to the last,

Are sav'd by the very same Saviour of ours;

And, of course, are begotten God's daughters and sons

By the very same truths and the very same powers.



[21] And I saw and bear record of warfare in heaven;

For an angel of light, in authority great,

Rebell'd against Jesus and sought for his power,

But was thrust down to woe from his glorified state.



[22] And the heavens all wept, and the tears dropp'd like
dew,

That Lucifer, son of the morning, had fell!

Yea, is fallen! is fallen and become, oh, alas!

The son of perdition, the devil of hell!



[23] And while I was yet in the spirit of truth,

The commandment was—"Write ye the vision all out,

For Satan, old serpent, the devil's for war,

And yet will encompass the Saints round about."



[24] And I saw, too, the suff'ring and misery of those

(Overcome by the devil, in warfare and fight)

In hell-fire and vengeance—the doom of the damn'd;

For the Lord said the vision is further, so write:



[25] For thus saith the Lord, now concerning all those,

Who know of my power and partake of the same;

And suffer themselves that they be overcome

By the power of Satan, despising my name—



[26] Defying my power, and denying the truth:

They are they of the world, or of men most forlorn,

The sons of perdition, of whom, ah! I say,

'Twere better for them had they never been born.



[27] They're the vessels of wrath, and dishonour to God,

Doom'd to suffer his wrath in the regions of woe,

Through all the long night of eternity's round,

With the devil and all of his angels below.



[28] Of whom it is said no forgiveness is found,

In this world, alas! nor the world that's to come,

For they have deny'd the spirit of God,

After having receiv'd it, and mis'ry's their doom.



[29] And denying the only begotten of God,

And crucify him to themselves, as they do,

And openly put him to shame in their flesh,

By the gospel they cannot repentance renew.



[30] They are they who go to the great lake of fire,

Which burneth with brimstone, yet never consumes,

And dwell with the devil, and angels of his,

While eternity goes and eternity comes.



[31] They are they who must groan through the great second
death,

And are not redeemed in the time of the Lord;

While all the rest are, through the triumph of Christ,

Made partakers of grace, by the power of his word.



[32] The myst'ry of godliness truly is great;

The past, and the present, and what is to be;

And this is the gospel—glad tidings to all,

Which the voice from the heavens bore record to me:



[33] That he came to the world in the middle of time,

To lay down his life for his friends and his foes,

And bear away sin as a mission of love,

And sanctify earth for a blessed repose.



[34] 'Tis decreed that he'll save all the work of his hands,

And sanctify them by his own precious blood;

And purify earth for the Sabbath of rest,

By the agent of fire as it was by the flood.



[35] The Saviour will save all his Father did give,

Even all that he gave in the regions abroad,

Save the sons of perdition—they are lost, ever lost!

And can never return to the presence of God.



[36] They are they who must reign with the devil in hell,

In eternity now, and eternity then!

Where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quench'd,

And the punishment still is eternal. Amen.



[37] And which is the torment apostates receive,

But the end or the place where the torment began,

Save to them who are made to partake of the same,

Was never, nor will be revealed unto man.



[38] Yet God, by a vision, shows a glimpse of their fate,

And straightway he closes the scene that was shown;

So the width, or the depth, or the misery thereof,

Save to those that partake, is forever unknown.



[39] And while I was pondering, the vision was closed,

And the voice said to me, write the vision; for, lo!

'Tis the end of the scene of the sufferings of those

Who remain filthy still in their anguish and woe.



[40] And again I bear record of heavenly things,

Where virtue's the value above all that is priz'd,

Of the truth of the gospel concerning the just,

That rise in the first resurrection of Christ.



[41] Who receiv'd, and believ'd, and repented likewise,

And then were baptiz'd, as a man always was,

Who ask'd and receiv'd a remission of sin,

And honoured the kingdom by keeping its laws.



[42] Being buried in water, as Jesus had been,

And keeping the whole of his holy commands,

They received the gift of the spirit of truth,

By the ordinance truly of laying on hands.



[43] For these overcome, by their faith and their works,

Being tried in their life-time, as purified gold,

And seal'd by the spirit of promise to life,

By men called of God, as was Aaron of old.



[44] They are they, of the church of the first-born of God,

And unto whose hands he committeth all things;

For they hold the keys of the kingdom of heav'n,

And reign with the Saviour, as priests and as kings.



[45] They're priests of the order of Melchizedek,

Like Jesus (from whom is this highest reward),

Receiving a fulness of glory and light;

As written—they're Gods even sons of the Lord.



[46] So all things are theirs; yea, of life or of death;

Yea, whether things now, or to come, all are theirs,

And they are the Saviour's, and he is the Lord's,

Having overcome all, as eternity's heirs.



[47] 'Tis wisdom that man never glory in man,

But give God the glory for all that he hath;

For the righteous will walk in the presence of God,

While the wicked are trod underfoot in his wrath.



[48] Yea, the righteous shall dwell in the presence of God,

And of Jesus, forever, from earth's second birth—

For when he comes down in the splendour of heav'n,

All those he'll bring with him to reign on the earth.



[49] These are they that arise in their bodies of flesh,

When the trump of the first resurrection shall sound;

These are they that come up to Mount Zion, in life,

Where the blessings and gifts of the spirit abound.



[50] These are they that have come to the heavenly place;

To the numberless courses of angels above:

To the city of God, e'en the holiest of all,

And the home of the blessed, the fountain of love;



[51] To the church of old Enoch, and of the first-born:

And gen'ral assembly of ancient renown'd,

Whose names are all kept in the archives of heav'n,

As chosen and faithful, and fit to be crown'd.



[52] These are they that are perfect through Jesus' own
blood,

whose bodies celestial are mention'd by Paul,

where the sun is the typical glory thereof,

And God, and his Christ, are the true judge of all.



[53] Again, I beheld the terrestrial world,

In the order and glory of Jesus go on;

'Twas not as the church of the first-born of God,

But shone in its place, as the moon to the sun,



[54] Behold, these are they that have died without law;

The heathen of ages that never had hope,

And those of the region and shadow of death,

The spirits in prison, that light has brought up.



[55] To spirits in prison the Saviour once preach'd,

And taught them the gospel, with powers afresh;

And then were the living baptiz'd for their dead,

That they might be judg'd as if men in the flesh.



[56] These are they that are hon'rable men of the earth;

Who were blinded and dup'd by the cunning of men;

They receiv'd not the truth of the Saviour at first;

But did, when they heard it in prison again.



[57] Not valiant for truth, they obtain'd not the crown,

But are of that glory that's typ'd by the moon:

They are they, that come into the presence of Christ,

But not to the fulness of God on his throne.



[58] Again, I beheld the telestial, as third,

The lesser, or starry world, next in its place,

For the leaven must leaven three measures of meal,

And every knee bow that is subject to grace.



[59] These are they that receiv'd not the gospel of Christ,

Or evidence, either, that he ever was;

As the stars are all diff'rent in glory and light,

So differs the glory of these by the laws.



[60] These are they that deny not the spirit of God,

But are thrust down to hell, with the devil, for sins,

As hypocrites, liars, whoremongers and thieves,

And stay 'till the last resurrection begins.



[61] 'Till the Lamb shall have finish'd the work he begun;

Shall have trodden the winepress in fury alone.

And overcome all by the pow'r of his might:

He conquers to conquer, and saves all his own.



[62] These are they that receive not a fulness of light,

From Christ, in eternity's world, where they are,

The terrestial sends them the Comforter, though,

And minist'ring angels, to happify there.



[63] And so the telestial is minister'd to,

By ministers from the terrestrial one,

As terrestrial is, from the celestial throne;

And the great, greater, greatest, seem's stars, moon, and
sun.



[64] And thus I beheld, in the vision of heav'n,

The telestial glory, dominion and bliss,

Surpassing the great understanding of men,—

Unknown, save reveal'd, in a world vain as this.



[65] And lo! I beheld the terrestrial, too,

Which excels the telestial in glory and light,

In splendour and knowledge, and wisdom and joy,

In blessings and graces, dominion and might.



[66] I beheld the celestial, in glory sublime;

Which is the most excellent kingdom that is,

Where God, e'en the Father, in harmony reigns;

Almighty, supreme, and eternal in bliss.



[67] Where the church of the first-born in union reside,

And they see as they're seen, and they know as they're known

Being equal in power, dominion and might,

With a fulness of glory and grace round his throne.



[68] The glory celestial is one like the sun;

The glory terrestrial is one like the moon;

The glory telestial is one like the stars,

And all harmonize like the parts of a tune.



[69] As the stars are all different in lustre and size,

So the telestial region is mingled in bliss;

From the least unto greatest, and greatest to least,

The reward is exactly as promised in this.



[70] These are they that came out for Apollos and Paul;

For Cephas and Jesus, in all kinds of hope;

For Enoch and Moses, and Peter and John;

For Luther and Calvin, and even the Pope.



[71] For they never received the gospel of Christ

Nor the prophetic spirit that came from the Lord;

Nor the covenant neither, which Jacob once had;

They went their own way, and they have their reward.



[72] By the order of God, last of all, these are they,

That will not be gather'd with saints here below,

To be caught up to Jesus, and meet in the cloud:

In darkness they worshipp'd; to darkness they go.



[73] These are they that are sinful, the wicked at large,

That glutted their passion by meanness or worth;

All liars, adulterers, sorcerers, and proud,

And suffer as promis'd, God's wrath on the earth.



[74] These are they that must suffer the vengeance of hell,

'Till Christ shall have trodden all enemies down,

And perfected his work, in the fulness of time,

And is crowned on his throne with his glorious crown.



[75] The vast multitude of the telestial world—

As the stars of the skies, or the sands of the sea;

The voice of Jehovah echo'd far and wide,

Every tongue shall confess and they all bow the knee.



[76] Ev'ry man shall be judg'd by the works of his life,

And receive a reward in the mansions prepar'd;

For his judgments are just, and his works never end,

As his prophets and servants have always declar'd.



[77] But the great things of God, which he show'd unto rile,

Unlawful to utter, I dare not declare;

They surpass all the wisdom and greatness of men,

And only are seen, as has Paul where they are.



[78] I will go, I will go, while the secret of life,

Is blooming in heaven, and blasting in hell;

Is leaving on earth, and a-budding in space:

I will go, I will go, with you, brother,
farewell.










Part 6

Latter-day Saints & the U. S. Constitution








Scriptures


D&C 58:19-22: Keeping the Law of the
Land
Dated 1 August
1831

19. For verily I say unto you, my law shall be kept
on this land. 20. Let no man think he is ruler; but let God rule
him that judgeth, according to the counsel of his own will, or, in
other words, him that counseleth or sitteth upon the judgment seat.
21. Let no man break the laws of the land, for he that keepeth the
laws of God hath no need to break the laws of the land. 22.
Wherefore, be subject to the powers that be, until he reigns whose
right it is to reign, and subdues all enemies under his
feet.

——————

D&C 98:4-11: Law of the land; Seek
Righteous Men
Dated 6
August 1833

4. And now, verily I say unto you concerning the
laws of the land, it is my will that my people should observe to do
all things whatsoever I command them. 5. And that law of the land
which is constitutional, supporting that principle of freedom in
maintaining rights and privileges, belongs to all mankind, and is
justifiable before me. 6. Therefore, I, the Lord, justify you, and
your brethren of my church, in befriending that law which is the
constitutional law of the land; 7. And as pertaining to law of man,
whatsoever is more or less than this, cometh of evil. 8. I, the
Lord God, make you free, therefore ye are free indeed; and the law
also maketh you free. 9. Nevertheless, when the wicked rule the
people mourn. 10. Wherefore, honest men and wise men should be
sought for diligently, and good men and wise men ye should observe
to uphold; otherwise whatsoever is less than these cometh of evil.
[*] 11. And I give unto you a commandment, that ye shall forsake
all evil and cleave unto all good, that ye shall live by every word
which proceedeth forth out of the mouth of God.

 [*]
“The members of Congress will be the best we
can get; they will all of them derive their appointment from the
States, and if the States are not wise enough to send good and
suitable men, great blame, great sin will lie at their door… the
grand secret of forming a good government is, to put good men into
the administration: for wild, vicious, or idle men, will ever make
a bad government…”
Pelatiah Webster, Philadelphia Packet, November
8, 1787

——————

D&C 101:76-80: Constitution Established
by God
Dated 16
December 1833

76. And again I say unto you, those who have been
scattered by their enemies, it is my will that they should continue
to importune for redress, and redemption, by the hands of those who
are placed as rulers and are in authority over you - 77. According
to the laws and constitution of the people, which I have suffered
to be established, and should be maintained for the rights and
protection of all flesh, according to just and holy principles; 78.
That every man may act in doctrine and principle pertaining to
futurity, according to the moral agency which I have given unto
him, that every man may be accountable for his own sins in the day
of judgment. 79. Therefore, it is not right that any man should be
in bondage one to another. 80. And for this purpose have I
established the Constitution of this land, by the hands of wise men
whom I have up unto this very purpose, and redeemed the land by the
shedding of blood.

——————

D&C 134: Declaration Concerning
Governments and
Law
Dated 23 August
1835 … This is a
declaration of belief through the prophet Joseph Smith regarding
governments and laws in general. At the time of its original
adoption, it carried the following preamble: "That our belief with
regard to earthly governments and laws in general may not be
misinterpreted nor misunderstood, we have thought proper to
present … our opinion of the same."

1. WE believe that governments were instituted of
God for the benefit of man; and that he holds men accountable for
their acts in relation to them, both in making laws and
administering them, for the good and safety of
society.

2. We believe that no government can exist in peace,
except such laws are framed and held inviolate as will secure to
each individual the free exercise of conscience, the right and
control of property, and the protection of life.

3. We believe that all governments necessarily
require civil officers and magistrates to enforce the laws of the
same; and that such as will administer the law in equity and
justice should be sought for and upheld by the voice of the people
if a republic, or the will of the sovereign.

4. We believe that religion is instituted of God;
and that men are amenable to him, and to him only, for the exercise
of it, unless their religious opinions prompt them to infringe upon
the rights and liberties of others; but we do not believe that
human law has a right to interfere in prescribing rules of worship
to bind the consciences of men, nor dictate forms for public or
private devotion; that the civil magistrate should restrain crime,
but never control conscience; should punish guilt, but never
suppress the freedom of the soul.

5. We believe that all men are bound to sustain and
uphold the respective governments in which they reside [*], while
protected in their inherent and inalienable rights by the laws of
such governments; and that sedition and rebellion are unbecoming
every citizen thus protected, and should be punished accordingly;
and that all governments have a right to enact such laws as in
their own judgments are best calculated to secure the public
interest; at the same time, however, holding sacred the freedom of
conscience.

[*]
“If we look into history, we shall find that
the common avenue through which tyranny has entered in, and
enslaved nations who were once free, has been their not supporting
government… But still the people themselves must be the chief
support of liberty. While the great body of the freeholders are
aquatinted with the duties which they owe to their God, to
themselves, and to men, they will remain free. But if ignorance and
depravity should prevail, they will inevitably lead to slavery and
ruin.” Samuel
Huntington, Connecticut Constitution Convention, 1788, quoted here
from DEBATE ON THE CONSTITUTION (New York: Literary Classics of the
United States, 1993), page 886-87

6. We believe that every man should be honored in
his station, rulers and magistrates as such, being placed for the
protection of the innocent and the punishment of the guilty; and
that to the laws all men show respect and deference, as without
them peace and harmony would be supplanted by anarchy and terror;
human laws being instituted for the express purpose of regulating
our interests as individuals and nations, between man and man; and
divine laws given of heaven, prescribing rules on spiritual
concerns, for faith and worship, both to be answered by man to his
Maker.

7. We believe that rulers, states, and governments
have a right, and are bound to enact laws for the protection of all
citizens in the free exercise of their religious belief; but we do
not believe that they have a right in justice to deprive citizens
of this privilege, or proscribe them in their opinions, so long as
a regard and reverence are shown to the laws and such religious
opinions do not justify sedition nor conspiracy.

8. We believe that the commission of crime should be
punished according to the nature of the offense; that murder,
treason, robbery, theft, and the breach of the general peace, in
all respects, should be punished according to their criminality and
their tendency to evil among men, by the laws of that government in
which the offense is committed; and for the public peace and
tranquility all men should step forward and use their ability in
bringing offenders against good laws to
punishment.

9. We do not believe it just to mingle religious
influence with civil government, whereby one religious society is
fostered and another proscribed in its spiritual privileges, and
the individual rights of its members, as citizens,
denied.

10. We believe that all religious societies have a
right to deal with their members for disorderly conduct, according
to the rules and regulations of such societies; provided that such
dealings be for fellowship and good standing; but we do not believe
that any religious society has authority to try men on the right of
property or life, to take from them this world's goods, or to put
them in jeopardy of either life or limb, or to inflict any physical
punishment upon them. They can only excommunicate them from their
society, and withdraw from them their fellowship.

11. We believe that men should appeal to the civil
law for redress of all wrongs and grievances, where personal abuse
is inflicted or the right of property or character infringed, where
such laws exist as will protect the same; but we believe that all
men are justified in defending themselves, their friends, and
property, and the government, from the unlawful assaults and
encroachments of all persons in times of exigency, where immediate
appeal cannot be made to the laws, and relief
afforded.

12. We believe it just to preach the gospel to the
nations of the earth, and warn the righteous to save themselves
from the corruption of the world; but we do not believe it right to
interfere with bondservants, neither preach the gospel to, nor
baptize them contrary to the will and wish of their masters, nor to
meddle with or influence them in the least to cause them to be
dissatisfied with their situations in this life, thereby
jeopardizing the lives of men; such interference we believe to be
unlawful and unjust, and dangerous to the peace of every government
allowing human beings to be held in servitude.

——————

Article of Faith
#12

We believe in being subject to kings, presidents,
rulers, and magistrates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the
law.










President Ezra Taft Benson


Ezra Taft Benson served as Secretary of
Agriculture under U. S. President Eisenhower while also serving as
a member of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. He later served as President and
Prophet of the Church. At the time of his death one world leader
made the statement:
"The American Constitution has lost its
best friend."

—————

“May I urge every Latter-day Saint and
all Americans in North and South America to become familiar with
every part of this document. Many of the constitutions of countries
in South America have been patterned in large measure after that of
the United States. We should understand the Constitution as the
founders meant that it should be understood. We can do this by
reading their words about it, such as those contained in the
Federalist Papers. Such understanding is essential if we are to
preserve what God has given us.

“I reverence the Constitution of the
United States as a sacred document. To me its words are akin to the
revelations of God, for God has placed his stamp of approval on the
Constitution of this land. I testify that the God of heaven
selected and sent some of his choicest spirits to lay the
foundation of this government as a prologue to the restoration of
the gospel and the second coming of our
Savior.

“May God bless us to protect this sacred
instrument. In the words of the Prophet Joseph Smith, "May those
principles, which were so honorably and nobly defended, namely, the
Constitution of our land, by our fathers, be established forever."
(D&C 109:54.)” (Ezra Taft Benson, April 1976 General
Conference)

——————

“How then can we best befriend the
Constitution in this critical hour and secure the blessings of
liberty and ensure the protection and guidance of our Father in
Heaven?

“First and foremost, we must be
righteous. John Adams said,

“’Our Constitution was made only for a
moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the
government of any other.’ (The Works of John Adams, ed. C.F. Adams,
Boston: Little, Brown Co., 1851,
4:31).

“If the Constitution is to have
continuance, this American nation, and especially the Latter-day
Saints, must be virtuous.

“The Book of Mormon warns us relative to
our living in this free land:

"’Wherefore, this land is consecrated unto him whom
he shall bring. And if it so be that they shall serve him according
to the commandments which he hath given, it shall be a land of
liberty unto them; wherefore, they shall never be brought down into
captivity; if so, it shall be because of iniquity; for if iniquity
shall abound cursed shall be the land for their sakes, but unto the
righteous it shall be blessed forever’ (2 Nephi
1:7).

"’And now,’ warned Moroni, ‘we can behold the
decrees of God concerning this land, that it is a land of promise;
and whatsoever nation shall possess it shall serve God, or they
shall be swept off when the fulness of his wrath shall come upon
them. And the fulness of his wrath cometh upon them when they are
ripened in iniquity’ (Ether 2:9).

“Two great American Christian
civilizations - the Jaredites and the Nephites - were swept off
this land because they did not ‘serve the God of the land, who is
Jesus Christ’ (Ether 2:12). What will become of our
civilization?

“Second, we must learn the principles of
the Constitution in the tradition of the Founding
Fathers.

“Have we read the Federalist papers? Are
we reading the Constitution and pondering it? Are we aware of its
principles? Are we abiding by these principles and teaching them to
others? Could we defend the Constitution? Can we recognize when a
law is constitutionally unsound? Do we know what the prophets have
said about the Constitution and the threats to
it?

“As Jefferson said, ‘If a nation expects
to be ignorant and free… it expects what never was and never will
be’ (Letter to Colonel Charles Yancey, 6 Jan.
1816).

“Third, we must become involved in civic
affairs to see that we are properly
represented.

“The Lord said that ‘he holds men
accountable for their acts in relation’ to governments ‘both in
making laws and administering them’ (D&C 134:1). We must follow
this counsel from the Lord: ‘Honest men and wise men should be
sought for diligently, and good men and wise men ye should observe
to uphold; otherwise whatsoever is less than these cometh of evil’
(D&C 98:10).

“Note the qualities that the Lord
demands of those who are to represent us. They must be good, wise,
and honest.

“Fourth, we must make our influence felt
by our vote, our letters, our teaching, and our advice. We must
become accurately informed and then let others know how we feel.
The Prophet Joseph Smith said: ‘It is our duty to concentrate all
our influence to make popular that which is sound and good, and
unpopular that which is unsound. 'Tis right, politically, for a man
who has influence to use it… From henceforth I will maintain all
the influence I can get’ (History of the Church,
5:286).

“I have faith that the Constitution will
be saved as prophesied by Joseph Smith. It will be saved by the
righteous citizens of this nation who love and cherish freedom. It
will be saved by enlightened members of this Church - among others
- men and women who understand and abide the principles of the
Constitution.

“I reverence the Constitution of the
United States as a sacred document. To me its words are akin to the
revelations of God, for God has placed His stamp of approval upon
it.

“I testify that the God of heaven sent
some of His choicest spirits to lay the foundation of this
government, and He has now sent other choice spirits to help
preserve it.

“We, the blessed beneficiaries of the
Constitution, face difficult days in America, ‘a land which is
choice above all other lands’ (Ether
2:10).

"May God give us the faith and the courage exhibited
by those patriots who pledged their lives, their fortunes, and
their sacred honor.” (Ezra Taft Benson, October 1987 General
Conference)

——————

“Never before has the land of Zion
appeared so vulnerable to so powerful an enemy as the Americas do
at present. And our vulnerability is directly attributable to our
loss of active faith in the God of this land, who has decreed that
we must worship Him or be swept off. Too many Americans have lost
sight of the truth that God is our source of freedom - the Lawgiver
- and that personal righteousness is the most important essential
to preserving our freedom. So, I say with all the energy of my soul
that unless we as citizens of this nation forsake our sins,
political and otherwise, and return to the fundamental principles
of Christianity and of constitutional government, we will lose our
political liberties, our free institutions, and will stand in
jeopardy before God.

“No nation which has kept the
commandments of God has ever perished, but I say to you that once
freedom is lost, only blood - human blood - will win it
back.

“There are some things we can and must
do at once if we are to stave off a holocaust of
destruction.

“First: We must return to worship the
God of this land, who is Jesus Christ. He has promised that the
righteous will be preserved by His power (see I Ne. 22:17). But we
must keep the commandments of God. We must pay our tithes and
offerings, keep the Sabbath day a holy day, stay morally clean, be
honest in all our dealings, and have our family and personal
prayers. We must live the gospel.

“Second: We must awaken to "a sense of
[our] awful situation, because of this secret combination which
[is] among [us]" (Ether 8:24). We must not tolerate accommodation
with or appeasement toward the false system of Communism. We must
demand of our elected officials that we not only resist Communism,
but that we will take every measure to prevent its intrusion into
this hemisphere. It is vital that we invoke the Monroe
Doctrine.

“Then we must put our trust in Him who
has promised us His protection - and pray that He will intervene to
preserve our freedom just as He intervened in our obtaining it in
the first place.

“Third: We must do as the Lord commanded
us by revelation in 1833: "Wherefore, honest men and wise men
should be sought for diligently, and good men and wise men ye
should observe to uphold; otherwise whatsoever is less than these
cometh of evil" (D&C 98:10).

“Men who are wise, good, and honest, who
will uphold the Constitution of the United States in the tradition
of the Founding Fathers, must be sought for diligently. This is our
hope to restore government to its rightful
role.

“Last: We must study the inspired
Constitution and become involved in the political process
ourselves. I quote the First Presidency statement that was read in
sacrament meetings on Sunday, 1 July 1979: "We encourage all
members, as citizens of the nation, to be actively involved in the
political process, and to support those measures which will
strengthen the community, state, and nation - morally,
economically, and culturally" (Letter from the First Presidency, 29
June 1979).

“I fully believe that we can turn things
around in America if we have the determination, the morality, the
patriotism, and the spirituality to do
so.

“My single-minded concern is for the
freedom and welfare of my countrymen and my posterity, the freedom
of all men.

“I testify to you that God's hand has
been in our destiny. I testify that freedom as we know it today is
being threatened as never before in our history. I further witness
that this land - the Americas - must be protected, its Constitution
upheld, for this is a land foreordained to be the Zion of our God.
He expects us as members of the Church and bearers of His
priesthood to do all we can to preserve our
liberty.

“May God bless us that, with His help,
we will not fail to bring to pass His purposes on earth.” (Ezra
Taft Benson, October 1979 General
Conference)










Quotes from Other General Authorities of
the Church


“…let me admonish you, never to let the
hand of tyranny or oppression rise in these mountains, but stand
unflinchingly true by the constitution of the United States, which
our fathers sealed with their blood; never suffer its provisions to
be infringed upon; and if any man, or set of men form themselves
into a mob in these mountains, to violate that sacred document, by
taking away the civil or religious rights of any man, if he should
be one of the most inferior beings that exist upon the face of the
earth, be sure you crush it, or spend the last drop of blood in
your veins with the words of - Truth and Liberty, Liberty and
Truth, for ever!" George A. Smith, 1852, Journal of Discourses (JD)
vol 1

"… the principal evil is in the rulers, or those who
profess to be rulers, and in the dispensers of the law, and not the
Constitution, it is pure.” Brigham Young, 1855, JD vol
2

"I say again that the constitution, and laws of the
United States, and the laws of the different States, as a general
thing, are just as good as we want, provided they were honored. But
we find Judges who do not honor the laws, yes, officers of the law
dishonor the law. Legislators and law makers are frequently the
first violators of the laws they make. "When the wicked rule the
people mourn," and when the corruption of a people bears down the
scale in favor of wickedness, that people is nigh unto
destruction." Brigham Young, 1855, JD vol 2

"You will recollect that this is the first time that
this Church can say, "We are free." Do we wish to be free from the
United States Constitution? No. There is not a word in it but what
we can subscribe to with all our hearts. Do we wish to be free from
the laws of the United States. No. They are as good laws as we can
ask for. Neither do we wish for any better laws than are the most
of those enacted in Missouri and Illinois. What, then, was the
difficulty with this people? Magistrates, sheriffs, constables,
military officers, &c., walked those laws under their feet, and
trampled upon them as a thing of naught, in order to get at this
people and drive them from their hard-earned homes. I have said,
and say it again, if those laws had been executed, they would have
hung Governor Boggs and Governor Ford, with many others, between
the heavens and the earth, or shot them as traitors to the
Government. It is not the laws and the Constitution of our country
that we wish to be free from, but it is from the power of those who
profess to be law-makers and law-executors, but who trample every
wholesome law under their feet." Brigham Young, 1857, JD vol
5

"When will they hold the Constitution sacred and
inviolable, and seek no longer to prostitute it for the destruction
of the innocent? Until this is done they may expect to see sorrow
and woe, which will increase upon their heads until they shall
repent… This is the freest people on the face of the earth. By a
faithful observance of the laws and Constitution of our country,
and by obedience to the principles of our holy religion, we can
enjoy the greatest amount of freedom. " George A Smith, 1865, JD
vol 11

"… we regard the Constitution of our country as
sacred, and the will of our Heavenly Father as supreme. That sacred
instrument - the Constitution of this land… " John Nicholson, 1881,
JD vol 22

"We believe that the Constitution of the United
States was given by inspiration of God. And why? Because it is one
of those instruments which proclaims liberty throughout the land,
and to all the inhabitants thereof. And it was because of those
noble sentiments, and the promulgation of those principles which
were given by God to man, we believe that it was given by the
inspiration of the Almighty. We have always esteemed it in this
light, and it was so declared by Joseph Smith." John Taylor, 1882,
JD vol 23

"… that great Palladium of human rights - the
Constitution of the United States." John Taylor, 1882, JD vol
23

"The Almighty, I believe, began this
phase of His work when He sent Columbus across the sea to unveil
this hidden hemisphere. He it was who nerved the arm and fired the
soul of a Washington to fight and win freedom's battle on this
chosen land, and who inspired the pen of a Jefferson to write in
words of flame the declaration of American Independence. I revere
the Constitution as an emanation of Divinity and, I believe, we
will yet see the principles upon which this great government was
founded, - principles of justice, freedom and equality, - prevail
the wide world
over.


"Is true
freedom but to break

Fetters for our own dear sake,

And with leathers hearts forget

That we owe mankind a
debt?


"No; true
freedom is to share

All the chains our brothers wear,

And with heart and hand to be

Earnest to make others free.

"God did not found this nation for a mere handful of
his children. He founded it for all mankind. And when he bound
together these United States, it was but a type, a symbol and a
foreshadowing of a united world. All nations will yet join hands as
these States have done, and this, in my opinion will only be the
prelude to a work still greater, lifting from earth that curse
which has so long rested upon it, and uniting it as a glorious link
in the grand chain of redeemed worlds that circle about the throne
of their Creator." Orson F. Whitney, 1892, CD vol
3

"… the Constitution of the United States was a
revelation from God, and opened the door of liberty in such form
that His sons and daughters should be permitted to possess every
right and every privilege that mortals should be permitted to enjoy
in the flesh." John Henry Smith, Conf Report, April
1898

"The more I study and understand the Constitution of
the United States, the more I revere it. I am something like Bishop
Edward Hunter, who said, "Too good, too good, for a bad people." It
is a glorious document, and one that we are under obligation to
sustain. Every American citizen promises to sustain the
Constitution of the United States. Every officer in the country
makes that oath and covenant. That is done for the protection of
the weak and to prevent religious persecution. It was so in the
beginning, and wo unto those who trample upon that Constitution."
George Teasdale, Conf Report, October 1899

"A patriot is a man who sustains the Constitution of
the United States and believes in religious liberty. There are
hypocrites among professed patriots, as well as other classes of
people. I say God bless the patriots. God bless our government, and
give them wisdom, strength of character and moral courage to stand
by the principles of the Constitution, and not be cowards. I would
plead for this with all my heart." George Teasdale, Conf Report,
April 1900

"We love the Constitution; we love this nation; we
love its flag." L. A. Kelch, Conf Report, October
1902

"Now, these are the commandments of God, the
principles contained in these commandments of the great Eternal are
the principles that underly the Constitution of our country and all
just laws. Joseph Smith, the prophet, was inspired to affirm and
ratify this truth, and he further predicted that the time would
come, when the Constitution of our country would hang as it were by
a thread, and that the Latter-day Saints above all other people in
the world would come to the rescue of that great and glorious
palladium of our liberty. We cannot brook the thought of it being
torn into shreds, or destroyed, or trampled under foot and ignored
by men. We cannot tolerate the sentiment, at one time expressed by
a man, high in authority in the nation. He said: "The Constitution
be damned; the popular sentiment of the people is the
constitution!" That is the sentiment of anarchism that has spread
to a certain extent, and is spreading over "the land of liberty and
home of the brave." We do not tolerate it. Latter-day Saints cannot
tolerate such a spirit as this. It is anarchy. It means
destruction. It is the spirit of mobocracy, and the Lord knows we
have suffered enough from mobocracy, and we do not want any more of
it. Our people from Mexico are suffering from the effects of that
same spirit. We do not want any more of it, and we cannot afford to
yield to that spirit or contribute to it in the least degree. We
should stand with a front like flint against every spirit or
species of contempt or disrespect for the Constitution of our
country and the constitutional laws of our land." Joseph F. Smith,
Conf Report, October 1912

"I say that the one thing that will lift us up
educationally and morally to higher standards in a general way
throughout all this land, will be to teach our children the
majesty, the greatness, the divinity, and the power of the Ten
Commandments, and the beauty, the justice and the grandeur and the
greatness of the Preamble of the Constitution of the United States,
together with the belief in God, and Jesus Christ as the Redeemer
of the world. These three things I think are needed in our American
schools. They are needed by men, women and children. We have never
yet learned to live up to the Ten Commandments, and politically the
Constitution of the United States is so far ahead of us that it
will take ages to see its greatness and its power prevail.

"… I hope the day may come when in every schoolroom throughout this
land, at least whenever we come into that schoolroom, there shall
be placed in gold letters first, "I believe in God the Eternal
Father and in His Son Jesus Christ," on the right the Ten
Commandments, the greatest moral law of the human race; and on the
left the Preamble of the greatest document ever given to the world,
for the government of nations, the Preamble of the Constitution of
the United States. When we do this we will raise our standard of
thought. our standard of living, and we will approach what the
Prophet Joseph Smith once said we must do, the higher soul, the
higher life that naturally lies within." Levi Edgar Young, Conf
Report, October 1912

"President Abraham Lincoln, in one of
his important messages, gives to us this remarkable
advice:
"Let
every American, every lover of liberty, least particular, the laws
of the country, and never to tolerate their violation by others. As
the patriots of '76 did to the support of the Declaration of
Independence, so to the support of the Constitution and laws, let
every American pledge his life, his property, and his sacred honor.
Let every man remember that to violate the laws is to trample on
the blood of his fathers and to tear the charter of his own and his
children's liberty. Let reverence for the laws be breathed by every
American mother to the lisping babe that prattles on her lap. Let
it be taught in schools, in seminaries and in colleges. Let it be
preached from the pulpit, proclaimed in the legislative halls, and
enforced in courts of justice — in short, let it become the
political religion of this
nation."
"That
was the voice of him now stilled in death, who gave his life
because of his desire for the perpetuation of the liberty that was
guaranteed under the Constitution of the United States. He was
unafraid. When the duty was placed upon him to battle for the
liberties of mankind, he dedicated his life to that purpose, and in
due time, our Father in heaven accepted his offering, and his name
is emblazoned upon the pages of history as a great and noble man
who dared to do right, and his praises will be sung and his virtues
extolled throughout all time." George Albert Smith, Conf Report,
October 1922

"Others may desert the constitution of this country,
but the Latter-day Saints will do it never. This great government
will endure indefinitely if we, its citizens, give a proper value
to that liberty which in those early days was purchased with the
splendid blood of our glorious fathers." Richard R. Lyman, Conf
Report, October 1922

"The faith of the Latter-day Saints and the teaching
that I have had since I was a child at my mother's knee, as well as
from this stand, is that the Constitution of our country was
written by men inspired of the Lord God Almighty. Therefore we, as
Latter-day Saints, more than any other people, ought to be
supporters of the Constitution, and all constitutional law." Heber
J. Grant, Conf Report, April 1926

"We Latter-day Saints believe in the sacredness of
the Mayflower compact, and we hold very reverently in our hearts
the Constitution of the United States, This document is the
greatest expression of government that has come forth in all
history, and its principles, if lived up to, will change the
political and civic life of the world. The beautiful thing about
the American government is that it is an expression of the lives of
the people, and if the people live magnanimous and Christian-like
lives, so will our Government become greater and greater." David O.
McKay, Conf Report, April 1926

"The Constitution of this government was written by
men who accepted Jesus Christ as the Savior of mankind. Let men and
women in these United States then continue to keep their eyes
centered upon Him who ever shines as a Light to all the world. Men
and women who live in America, "the land of Zion," have a
responsibility greater than that yet borne by any other people.
Theirs the duty, the obligation to preserve not only the
Constitution of the land but the Christian principles from which
sprang that immortal document." David O. McKay, Conf Report,
October 1942

"This country was given to us of the Lord. The
constitution and laws of the country were given to us of the Lord.
Our liberty and our freedom came from the Lord, and, where it is
necessary, we must fight to maintain that freedom, and liberty, and
peace. It is only reasonable to believe that the Lord intends that
these things be preserved unto us, if only we will be worthy and
keep His commandments." George F. Richards, Conf Report, April
1943

"You remember that you are to be true to the
Constitution of the United States. I appeal to you to accept as the
word of God, the declaration that appears in the revelation in
section one hundred one of the D&C, wherein the Lord says he
did raise up men and inspired them to write the Constitution. I
appeal to you, every one, to be true to the trust that God has
placed in you, to preach the gospel throughout the world, as has
been declared here today. But remember that you cannot preach that
gospel without freedom of speech, and you cannot publish that
gospel without freedom of the press, and you cannot gather together
in congregations without freedom of assembly, and you cannot
worship the Lord your God according to the dictates of your own
conscience without freedom of religion. And remember that every
time you give up any of your freedoms, whether it be to some
economic or political group, or to any other group, you jeopardize
these four freedoms of which I have spoken." Mark E. Peterson, Conf
Report, April 1946

"Several weeks ago there appeared in our local
newspaper an account of an interview with an elderly statesman who
seems to wield great influence today in American politics. This
elderly statesman, in explaining the reason for his determination
and zeal told of an interview or rather a statement his own father
- now long since dead - had made to his four sons just before he
died. This is what the father said:

"'America, with its government and constitution, is the greatest
institution invented by the mind of man. If you let them touch a
stick or stone of it, I will come back and haunt you.' "

“I would that all American fathers and mothers would lay this
charge on all their sons and daughters.” Harold B. Lee, April 1948
General Conference

"Now, brethren, I again pray, as I have always, that
we will be united. The Lord has laid down with sufficient clearness
that none of us needs have any doubt about it as to what his will
is. He set up this government under his divine guidance, and so far
as I am concerned, as I have said before so I say now, this
government of ours under the Constitution, being thus set up by the
Lord, is a part of my religion, and we shall not succeed, and we
shall not preserve our independence, our free institutions, our
liberties, unless we safeguard our rights under the Constitution."
J. Rueben Clark, Conf Report, Oct 1950

"Our duty is to keep the commandments of the Lord,
to walk uprightly, to defend every principle of truth, to sustain
and uphold the Constitution of this great country, to remember the
Declaration of Independence, for, as we heard this morning from our
President, upon these principles our country was based. They stand
at the foundation, the cornerstones of the liberty that our fathers
fought for, and which brought to pass according to the word of the
Lord, the redemption of this land by the shedding of blood." Joseph
Fielding Smith, Conf Report, April 1952

"Brethren and sisters, I love this great nation in
which we live. To me it is not just another nation. It is my firm
belief that the God of heaven raised up the founding fathers and
inspired them to establish the Constitution of this land, and I
believe that is Mormon doctrine. This is a part of my religious
faith as it is of yours. This is a great and glorious nation, with
a God-given, divine mission to perform for liberty-loving people
everywhere. This mission cannot be performed unless America is kept
strong and virile, unless this people adheres to those eternal
principles embodied in the gospel and in the Constitution of our
land." Ezra Taft Benson, Conf Report, April 1953

"The Prophet Joseph Smith declared it will be the
elders of Israel who will step forward to help save the
Constitution, not the Church. And have we elders been warned? Yes,
we have. And have we elders been given the guide lines? Yes indeed,
we have. And besides, if the Church should ever inaugurate a
program, who do you think would be in the forefront to get it
moving? It would not be those who were sitting on the sidelines
prior to that time or those who were appeasing the enemy. It would
be those choice spirits who, not waiting to be "commanded in all
things," used their own free will, the counsel of the prophets and
the Spirit of the Lord as guidelines and who entered the battle "in
a good cause" and brought to pass much righteousness in freedom's
cause." Ezra Taft Benson, Conf Report, April 1965

“But even a divine constitution requires
something further; it demands a kind of people who will, by their
very natures, receive and respect such a constitution and function
well within the conditions it establishes. Where indeed shall we
find such people today?" 'Oh Beautiful For Patriot Dream', Elder
Paul H. Dunn (October 1975)

"We are the nation's watchmen - no other people
collectively love the Constitution and honor it and hold it as a
divinely inspired document as do the Latter-day Saints. The duty of
the watchman is to watch over and safe-guard his people. And
remember the thought-provoking question by President Harold B. Lee,
"But watchman, what of the night?" As a generation of those who
love this glorious country, we must ask ourselves, "But watchman,
what of the night?" Have our youth enough of the fires of freedom
kindled in them to withstand the darkness? We must teach them in
our homes, churches, and schools. The sound must go across this
land from one end to the other." 'But Watchman, What Of The Night?'
Bishop Vaughn J. Featherstone (October 1975)

"We run the risk of losing both our domestic freedom
and eternal salvation if we circumvent by greed and avarice the
ethical and moral strictures inherent in the Constitution of this
land and the gospel of Jesus Christ.

"The continued survival of a free and open society is dependent
upon a high degree of divinely inspired values and moral conduct,
as stated by the Founding Fathers. People must have trust in their
institutions and in their leaders. A great need today is for
leadership that exemplifies truth, honesty, and decency in both
public and private life." 'Ethics and Honesty', Elder David B.
Haight (October 1987)










President Wilford Woodruff's experience
as President of the Saint George Temple


"… two weeks before I left St. George, the spirits
of the dead gathered around me, wanting to know why we did not
redeem them. Said they, "You have had the use of the Endowment
House for a number of years, and yet nothing has ever been done for
us. We laid the foundation of the government you now enjoy, and we
never apostatized from it, but we remained true to it and were
faithful to God." These were the signers of the Declaration of
Independence, and they waited on me for two days and two nights. I
thought it very singular, that notwithstanding so much work had
been done, and yet nothing had been done for them. The thought
never entered my heart, from the fact, I suppose, that heretofore
our minds were reaching after our more immediate friends and
relatives. I straightway went into the baptismal font and called
upon brother McCallister to baptize me for the signers of the
Declaration of Independence, and fifty other eminent men, making
one hundred in all, including John Wesley, Columbus, and others; I
then baptized him for every President of the United States, except
three; and when their cause is just, somebody will do the work for
them." (Wilford Woodruff, September 16, 1877; Journal of Discourses
Vol 19, pg 229)

"Brother [George Q.] Cannon has been laying before
you something with regard to the nation in which we live, and what
has been said concerning it. I am going to bear my testimony to
this assembly, if I never do it again in my life, that the men who
laid the foundation of this American government, and signed the
Declaration of Independence, were the best spirits the God of
Heaven could find on the face of the earth. They were choice
spirits, not wicked men. General Washington and all the men that
labored for that purpose were inspired of the Lord. Another thing I
am going to say here, because I have a right to say it, every one
of those men that signed the Declaration of Independence, with
General Washington, called upon me, as an apostle of the Lord Jesus
Christ, in the temple at St. George, two consecutive nights, and
demanded at my hands that I should go forth and attend to the
ordinances of the House of God for them. Men are here, I believe,
that know of this, Brother J. D. T. McAllister, David H. Cannon and
James S. Black. Brother McAllister baptized me for all those men,
and then I told these brethren that it was their duty to go into
the temple and labor until they had got endowments for all of them.
They did it. Would those spirits have called upon me as an elder of
Israel, to perform that work, if they had not been noble spirits
before God? They would not. I bear this testimony because it is
true. The Spirit of God bore record to myself and the brethren
while we were laboring in that way." (Wilford Woodruff, General
Conference, April 10, 1898)










Part 7

Performing Preisthood Ordinances








Note


 

NOTE: This section is quoted form an official LDS
publication titled “Duties and Blessings of the Priesthood: Basic
Manual for Priesthood Holders, Part B” (Chapter 5) If the Church
requests I remove this I will, but my intent is that we priesthood
holders will have the First Presidency's instructions at
hand.










Introduction


 

The Lord has told us, “Wherefore, now
let every man learn his duty, and to act in the office in which he
is appointed, in all diligence” (D&C 107:99). Priesthood
holders should know how to perform priesthood ordinances and be
worthy to have the guidance of the Holy Ghost in performing
them.

Our ability to bless the lives of others
through priesthood ordinances is determined by our faithfulness and
obedience. Joseph Fielding Smith stated, “I am sure … that we
would see more manifestations of the Spirit of God, for instance in
the healing of the sick, if we would live just a little nearer to
these fundamental truths [of exercising faith in God by performing
our duties as members of the Church]” (Doctrines of
Salvation, comp. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols. [1954–56],
2:311–12).

Our effectiveness as priesthood holders can
also be enhanced by prayer. Before we perform priesthood ordinances
we should seek the Lord in prayer. Even fasting may sometimes be
necessary in special circumstances. (See Duties and Blessings
of the Priesthood, Part A, lesson 31, “Prayer and
Fasting.”) If we approach the Lord in the spirit of prayer
and fasting and live His teachings to the best of our ability, the
Spirit will direct us in our priesthood
work.










What Ordinances Can We Perform?


 

* What ordinances can
we perform through the priesthood offices we hold? (Use the
following information to direct the
discussion.)


Deacons

Deacons participate in the sacrament ordinance
by passing the bread and water to members of the
Church.


Teachers

Teachers participate in the sacrament
ordinance by preparing the sacrament. They may also pass the
sacrament in the absence of deacons.


Priests

Priests participate in the sacrament ordinance
by blessing the bread and water. They may help prepare and pass the
sacrament when needed. If authorized by the bishop or branch
president, priests can perform the ordinance of baptism, confer the
Aaronic Priesthood, and ordain others to offices in the Aaronic
Priesthood.

Melchizedek Priesthood
Holders

Melchizedek Priesthood holders may perform all
the ordinances of the Aaronic Priesthood. In addition, they may
bless and name children, confirm members of the Church and bestow
the gift of the Holy Ghost, consecrate oil, administer to the
sick, dedicate graves, give father’s blessings to their
children, give blessings of guidance and comfort, and confer the
Melchizedek Priesthood when authorized by the stake or mission
president. Elders may ordain others to the office of elder, and
high priests may ordain others to the office of high priest or
elder.

* For more complete information about the
ordinances performed by the priesthood, see Duties and
Blessings of the Priesthood, Part A, lessons 5, 6, 7, and
9.










How to Perform Ordinances


 

Brethren who perform priesthood ordinances
should prepare themselves to be guided by the Holy Spirit. They
should perform each ordinance in a dignified manner, making sure it
meets the following requirements:

1. All ordinances must be performed in the
name of Jesus Christ. When a person performs priesthood ordinances,
he should realize that he is acting on behalf of the
Savior.

2. All ordinances must be performed by the
authority of the priesthood. Only brethren who hold the necessary
priesthood and are worthy should perform or stand in the circle for
an ordinance.

3. The following ordinances must be authorized
by the presiding authority who holds the proper keys (normally the
bishop or stake president): naming and blessing children,
baptizing, confirming, administering the sacrament, conferring the
priesthood and ordaining to an office, and dedicating graves.
Consecrating oil, administering to the sick, and
giving father’s blessings do not need to be authorized
by the presiding authority. A man is authorized to perform these
ordinances if he holds the Melchizedek Priesthood and is
worthy.

4. All ordinances must be
performed with their necessary procedures such as
using specified words or laying on hands. “Priesthood leaders
teach brethren how to perform ordinances and blessings.
Leaders also help fathers be prepared and worthy to perform
ordinances and blessings for family members” (Church Handbook
of Instructions, Book 2: Priesthood and Auxiliary Leaders
[1998], 171).

* The following information concerns the
basic ordinances of the gospel administered by the
priesthood. Under the direction of priesthood leaders, select some
of the following ordinances to review with class
members.










Naming and Blessing of Children


 

Under the direction of the presiding
authority, only brethren who hold the Melchizedek Priesthood may
participate in the ordinance of naming and blessing children (see
D&C 20:70). Worthy fathers who hold the Melchizedek Priesthood
should be encouraged to bless their own
children.

When blessing a baby, brethren gather in a
circle and place their hands under the baby. When blessing an older
child, brethren place their hands lightly on the child’s
head. The person who gives the
blessing:

1. Addresses Heavenly
Father.

2. States that the blessing is performed by
the authority of the Melchizedek
Priesthood.

3. Gives the child a
name.

4. Gives a priesthood blessing as the Spirit
directs.

5. Closes in the name of Jesus
Christ.

Click to edit this text.










Baptism and Confirmation


 


Baptism

The ordinance of baptism is performed only by
a worthy priest or Melchizedek Priesthood holder under the
direction of the presiding authority. The priesthood
holder:

1. Stands in the water with the person to be
baptized.

2. (For convenience and safety) holds
the person’s right wrist with his left hand; the person being
baptized holds the priesthood holder’s left wrist with his or her
left hand.

3. Raises his right arm to the
square.

4. States the person’s full name and says,
“Having been commissioned of Jesus Christ, I baptize you in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost. Amen” (D&C 20:73).

5. Has the person hold his or her
nose with the right hand (for convenience); then the
priesthood holder places his right hand high on the person’s
back and immerses the person completely, including the person’s
clothing.

6. Helps the person come up out of the
water.

Each baptism must be witnessed by two priests
or Melchizedek Priesthood holders, who make sure it is performed
properly. The baptism must be repeated if the prayer was not stated
accurately or if part of the body or clothing of the person being
baptized was not immersed completely.


Confirmation

A person receives the ordinance of
confirmation after he or she has been baptized (see D&C 20:41).
Under the direction of the bishopric or branch presidency, one or
more Melchizedek Priesthood holders may participate in this
ordinance. They place their hands lightly on the person’s
head. Then the person who performs the
ordinance:

1. States the person’s full
name.

2. States that the ordinance is performed by
the authority of the Melchizedek
Priesthood.

3. Confirms the person a member of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

4. Bestows the gift of the Holy Ghost by
saying, “Receive the Holy Ghost.”

5. Gives a priesthood blessing as the Spirit
directs.

6. Closes in the name of Jesus
Christ.










The Sacrament


 

The sacrament is a very sacred ordinance and
is administered under the direction of the bishopric or branch
presidency. Aaronic Priesthood holders usually perform these
duties. However, Melchizedek Priesthood holders may bless and pass
the sacrament when there are not enough Aaronic Priesthood brethren
or if the bishop or branch president occasionally invites them to
do so.

Every priesthood holder who participates in
this ordinance should understand that he is acting on behalf of the
Lord. The personal appearance and attitude of all who participate
should reflect the sacred nature of the ordinance. Priesthood
holders should wash their hands before preparing, blessing, or
passing the sacrament.

Worthy teachers, priests, and Melchizedek
Priesthood holders may prepare the sacrament. Before the meeting
begins, those who prepare the sacrament should make sure that clean
bread trays with unbroken white tablecloths are in
place.

Worthy priests and Melchizedek Priesthood
holders may bless the sacrament. Worthy deacons, teachers, priests,
and Melchizedek Priesthood holders may pass the
sacrament.

During the sacrament hymn, the priesthood
holders who will bless the sacrament should break the bread into
bite-sized pieces. Following the hymn, the person who blesses the
bread kneels and offers the sacrament prayer for the bread (see
D&C 20:77). The sacrament prayers were revealed by the Lord.
The bishop or branch president makes sure that they are spoken
clearly, accurately, and with dignity. If the bishop or branch
president must correct an error, he should be careful to avoid
causing embarrassment or distracting from the sacred nature of the
ordinance.

After the prayer, deacons or other priesthood
holders pass the bread to the congregation in a reverent and
orderly manner. The presiding officer receives the sacrament first.
When brethren finish passing the bread, they return the trays to
the sacrament table. Those officiating at the sacrament table
replace the cloth over the bread trays and uncover the water trays.
The person who blesses the water kneels and offers the sacrament
prayer for the water (see D&C 20:79), substituting the word
water for wine. After the prayer, deacons or
other priesthood holders pass the water to the congregation. When
they finish, they return the trays to the sacrament table, wait for
the officiators to cover the trays, then reverently take their
seats.










Conferral of the Priesthood and
Ordination to a Priesthood Office


 

Ordination to an office in the Aaronic
Priesthood is done by or under the direction of the bishop or
branch president. Ordination to an office in the Melchizedek
Priesthood is done by or under the direction of the stake or
mission president. To perform a priesthood ordination, one or more
authorized priesthood holders place their hands lightly on the
person’s head. The priesthood bearer who performs the
ordination:

1. Calls the person by his full
name.

2. States the authority by which the
ordination is performed (Aaronic or Melchizedek
Priesthood).

3. Confers the Aaronic or Melchizedek
Priesthood unless it has already been
conferred.

4. Ordains the person to an office in the
Aaronic or Melchizedek Priesthood and bestows the rights, powers,
and authority of that office.

5. Gives a priesthood blessing as
the Spirit directs.

6. Closes in the name of Jesus
Christ.










Consecration of Oil


 

One or more Melchizedek Priesthood holders
must consecrate olive oil before it is used to anoint the sick or
afflicted. No other oil may be used. To do this, a priesthood
holder:

1. Holds an open container of olive
oil.

2. Addresses Heavenly
Father.

3. States that he is acting by the authority
of the Melchizedek Priesthood.

4. Consecrates the oil (not the container) and
sets it apart for anointing and blessing the sick and
afflicted.

5. Closes in the name of Jesus
Christ.










Administering to the Sick


 

Only Melchizedek Priesthood holders may
administer to the sick or afflicted. Administering to the sick has
two parts: (1) anointing with oil and (2) sealing the
anointing.

The anointing is done by one Melchizedek
Priesthood holder. He:

1. Puts a small amount of consecrated
oil on the person’s head.

2. Places his hands lightly on the
person’s head and calls the person by his or her full
name.

3. States that he is acting by the authority
of the Melchizedek Priesthood.

4. States that he is anointing with
consecrated oil.

5. Closes in the name of Jesus
Christ.

Normally, two or more Melchizedek Priesthood
holders place their hands lightly on the person’s head. The
one who seals the anointing:

1. Calls the person by his or her full
name.

2. States that he is acting by the authority
of the Melchizedek Priesthood.

3. Seals the
anointing.

4. Gives a priesthood blessing as the Spirit
directs.

5. Closes in the name of Jesus
Christ.

If a person requests more than one
blessing for the same illness, the priesthood holder
usually does not need to anoint with oil after the first blessing.
Instead, he gives a blessing by the laying on of hands and the
authority of the priesthood.










Dedication of Graves


 

Graves should be dedicated by a Melchizedek
Priesthood holder, as authorized by the priesthood officer who
conducts the service. To dedicate a grave,
he:

1. Addresses Heavenly
Father.

2. States that he is acting by the authority
of the Melchizedek Priesthood.

3. Dedicates and consecrates the burial plot
as the resting place for the body of the
deceased.

4. (Where appropriate) prays that the place
may be hallowed and protected until the
Resurrection.

5. Asks the Lord to comfort the family and
expresses thoughts as the Spirit directs.

6. Closes in the name of Jesus
Christ.










Father’s Blessings and Blessings of
Comfort and Counsel


 

Fathers and others who hold the Melchizedek
Priesthood may give blessings of comfort and counsel. Fathers may
give their children blessings on special occasions such as when the
children enter military service or leave home to go to school or on
missions. A family may record a father’s blessing in family
records, but it is not preserved in Church
records.

To give a father’s blessing or other
blessings of comfort and counsel, one or more worthy Melchizedek
Priesthood holders place their hands lightly on the person’s head.
Then the priesthood leader who gives the
blessing:

1. Calls the person by his or her full
name.

2. States that the blessing is performed by
the authority of the Melchizedek
Priesthood.

3. Blesses the person as the Spirit
directs.

4. Closes in the name of Jesus
Christ.










Conclusion


 

As priesthood holders, we should prepare
ourselves for times when we need to perform ordinances. Being ready
to perform priesthood ordinances means that we are living the
commandments to the best of our ability and that we understand how
to perform the ordinances. Such preparation will bless ourselves
and others.


Challenge

Study the procedures for performing
ordinances. Set a goal to study one each week. Think of one area in
your life in which you can improve your worthiness to perform
priesthood ordinances. Resolve to improve your life in that
area.

Additional
Scriptures

* Matthew 3:13–17
(baptism of Jesus)

* Mark 6:13 (sick anointed with
oil)

* Mark 16:17–18 (laying
hands on the sick)

* James 5:14–16 (elders of
the Church to anoint the sick)

* 3 Nephi 11:22–26 (method
of baptism)

* Moroni 2:2 (Holy Ghost
bestowed by the laying on of hands)

* Doctrine and Covenants 42:11
(men to be ordained by those in authority)










General Conference Address on Healing the
Sick


Healing the
Sick
Elder Dallin H.
Oaks of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles
 April 2010
General Conference, Priesthood Sesson

—————————

In these times of worldwide turmoil, more and
more persons of faith are turning to the Lord for blessings of
comfort and healing. I wish to speak to this audience of priesthood
holders about healing the sick—by medical science, by prayers of
faith, and by priesthood blessings.

I.

Latter-day Saints believe in applying the best
available scientific knowledge and techniques. We use nutrition,
exercise, and other practices to preserve health, and we enlist the
help of healing practitioners, such as physicians and surgeons, to
restore health.

The use of medical science is not at odds with
our prayers of faith and our reliance on priesthood blessings. When
a person requested a priesthood blessing, Brigham Young would ask,
“Have you used any remedies?” To those who said no because “we wish
the Elders to lay hands upon us, and we have faith that we shall be
healed,” President Young replied: “That is very inconsistent
according to my faith. If we are sick, and ask the Lord to heal us,
and to do all for us that is necessary to be done, according to my
understanding of the Gospel of salvation, I might as well ask the
Lord to cause my wheat and corn to grow, without my plowing the
ground and casting in the seed. It appears consistent to me to
apply every remedy that comes within the range of my knowledge, and
[then] to ask my Father in Heaven … to sanctify that
application to the healing of my body.”[1]

Of course we don’t wait until all other
methods are exhausted before we pray in faith or give priesthood
blessings for healing. In emergencies, prayers and blessings come
first. Most often we pursue all efforts simultaneously. This
follows the scriptural teachings that we should “pray always”
(D&C 90:24) and that all things should be done in wisdom and
order.[2]

II.

We know that the prayer of faith, uttered
alone or in our homes or places of worship, can be effective to
heal the sick. Many scriptures refer to the power of faith in the
healing of an individual. The Apostle James taught that we should
“pray one for another, that ye may be healed,” adding, “the
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (James
5:16). When the woman who touched Jesus was healed, He told her,
“Thy faith hath made thee whole” (Matthew 9:22).[3] Similarly, the
Book of Mormon teaches that the Lord “worketh by power, according
to the faith of the children of men” (Moroni
10:7).

A recent nationwide survey found that nearly 8
in 10 Americans “believe that miracles still occur today as [they
did] in ancient times.” A third of those surveyed said they had
“experienced or witnessed a divine healing.”[4] Many Latter-day
Saints have experienced the power of faith in healing the sick. We
also hear examples of this among people of faith in other churches.
A Texas newspaperman described such a miracle. When a five-year-old
girl breathed with difficulty and became feverish, her parents
rushed her to the hospital. By the time she arrived there, her
kidneys and lungs had shut down, her fever was 107 degrees, and her
body was bright red and covered with purple lesions. The doctors
said she was dying of toxic shock syndrome, cause unknown. As word
spread to family and friends, God-fearing people began praying for
her, and a special prayer service was held in their Protestant
congregation in Waco, Texas. Miraculously, she suddenly returned
from the brink of death and was released from the hospital in a
little over a week. Her grandfather wrote, “She is living proof
that God does answer prayers and work
miracles.”[5]

Truly, as the Book of Mormon teaches, God
“manifesteth himself unto all those who believe in him, by the
power of the Holy Ghost; yea, unto every nation, kindred, tongue,
and people, working mighty miracles … among the children of
men according to their faith” (2 Nephi
26:13).

III.

For this audience—adults who hold the
Melchizedek Priesthood and young men who will soon receive this
power—I will concentrate my remarks on healing blessings involving
the power of the priesthood. We have this priesthood power, and we
should all be prepared to use it properly. Current increases in
natural disasters and financial challenges show that we will need
this power even more in the future than in the
past.

Many scriptures teach that the servants of the
Lord “shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover” (Mark
16:18).[6] Miracles happen when the authority of the priesthood is
used to bless the sick. I have experienced these miracles. As a boy
and as a man I have seen healings as miraculous as any recorded in
the scriptures, and so have many of you.

There are five parts to the use of priesthood
authority to bless the sick: (1) the anointing, (2) the sealing of
the anointing, (3) faith, (4) the words of the blessing, and (5)
the will of the Lord.

Anointing

The Old Testament frequently mentions
anointing with oil as part of a blessing conferred by priesthood
authority.[7] Anointings were declared to be for sanctification[8]
and perhaps can also be seen as symbolic of the blessings to be
poured out from heaven as a result of this sacred
act.

In the New Testament we read that Jesus’s
Apostles “anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them”
(Mark 6:13). The book of James teaches the role of anointing in
connection with the other elements in a healing blessing by
priesthood authority:

“Is any sick among you? let him call for the
elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord:

“And the prayer of faith shall save the sick,
and the Lord shall raise him up” (James
5:14–15).

Sealing the Anointing

When someone has been anointed by the
authority of the Melchizedek Priesthood, the anointing is sealed by
that same authority. To seal something means to affirm it, to make
it binding for its intended purpose. When elders anoint a sick
person and seal the anointing, they open the windows of heaven for
the Lord to pour forth the blessing He wills for the person
afflicted.

President Brigham Young taught: “When I lay
hands on the sick, I expect the healing power and influence of God
to pass through me to the patient, and the disease to give way… .
When we are prepared, when we are holy vessels before the Lord, a
stream of power from the Almighty can pass through the tabernacle
of the administrator to the system of the patient, and the sick are
made whole.”[9]

Although we know of many cases where persons
blessed by priesthood authority have been healed, we rarely refer
to these healings in public meetings because modern revelation
cautions us not to “boast [ourselves] of these things, neither
speak them before the world; for these things are given unto you
for your profit and for salvation” (D&C
84:73).

Faith

Faith is essential for healing by the powers
of heaven. The Book of Mormon even teaches that “if there be no
faith among the children of men God can do no miracle among them”
(Ether 12:12).[10] In a notable talk on administering to the sick,
President Spencer W. Kimball said: “The need of faith is often
underestimated. The ill one and the family often seem to depend
wholly on the power of the priesthood and the gift of healing that
they hope the administering brethren may have, whereas the greater
responsibility is with him who is blessed… . The major element is
the faith of the individual when that person is conscious and
accountable. ‘Thy faith hath made thee whole’ [Matthew 9:22] was
repeated so often by the Master that it almost became a
chorus.”[11]

President Kimball even suggested that “too
frequent administrations may be an indication of lack of faith or
of the ill one trying to pass the responsibility for faith
development to the elders rather than self.” He told about a
faithful sister who received a priesthood blessing. When asked the
next day if she wished to be administered to again, she replied:
“No, I have been anointed and administered to. The ordinance has
been performed. It is up to me now to claim my blessing through my
faith.”[12]

Words of Blessing

Another part of a priesthood blessing is the
words of blessing spoken by the elder after he seals the anointing.
These words can be very important, but their content is not
essential and they are not recorded on the records of the Church.
In some priesthood blessings—like a patriarchal blessing—the words
spoken are the essence of the blessing. But in a healing blessing
it is the other parts of the blessing—the anointing, the sealing,
faith, and the will of the Lord—that are the essential
elements.

Ideally, the elder who officiates will be so
in tune with the Spirit of the Lord that he will know and declare
the will of the Lord in the words of the blessing. Brigham Young
taught priesthood holders, “It is your privilege and duty to live
so that you know when the word of the Lord is spoken to you and
when the mind of the Lord is revealed to you.”[13] When that
happens, the spoken blessing is fulfilled literally and
miraculously. On some choice occasions I have experienced that
certainty of inspiration in a healing blessing and have known that
what I was saying was the will of the Lord. However, like most who
officiate in healing blessings, I have often struggled with
uncertainty on the words I should say. For a variety of causes,
every elder experiences increases and decreases in his level of
sensitivity to the promptings of the Spirit. Every elder who gives
a blessing is subject to influence by what he desires for the
person afflicted. Each of these and other mortal imperfections can
influence the words we speak.

Fortunately, the words spoken in a healing
blessing are not essential to its healing effect. If faith is
sufficient and if the Lord wills it, the afflicted person will be
healed or blessed whether the officiator speaks those words or not.
Conversely, if the officiator yields to personal desire or
inexperience and gives commands or words of blessing in excess of
what the Lord chooses to bestow according to the faith of the
individual, those words will not be fulfilled. Consequently,
brethren, no elder should ever hesitate to participate in a healing
blessing because of fear that he will not know what to say. The
words spoken in a healing blessing can edify and energize the faith
of those who hear them, but the effect of the blessing is dependent
upon faith and the Lord’s will, not upon the words spoken by the
elder who officiated.

Will of the Lord

Young men and older men, please take special
note of what I will say now. As we exercise the undoubted power of
the priesthood of God and as we treasure His promise that He will
hear and answer the prayer of faith, we must always remember that
faith and the healing power of the priesthood cannot produce a
result contrary to the will of Him whose priesthood it is. This
principle is taught in the revelation directing that the elders of
the Church shall lay their hands upon the sick. The Lord’s promise
is that “he that hath faith in me to be healed, and is not
appointed unto death, shall be healed” (D&C 42:48; emphasis
added). Similarly, in another modern revelation the Lord declares
that when one “asketh according to the will of God … it is
done even as he asketh” (D&C
46:30).[14]

From all of this we learn that even the
servants of the Lord, exercising His divine power in a circumstance
where there is sufficient faith to be healed, cannot give a
priesthood blessing that will cause a person to be healed if that
healing is not the will of the Lord.

As children of God, knowing of His great love
and His ultimate knowledge of what is best for our eternal welfare,
we trust in Him. The first principle of the gospel is faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ, and faith means trust. I felt that trust in a
talk my cousin gave at the funeral of a teenage girl who had died
of a serious illness. He spoke these words, which first astonished
me and then edified me: “I know it was the will of the Lord that
she die. She had good medical care. She was given priesthood
blessings. Her name was on the prayer roll in the temple. She was
the subject of hundreds of prayers for her restoration to health.
And I know that there is enough faith in this family that she would
have been healed unless it was the will of the Lord to take her
home at this time.” I felt that same trust in the words of the
father of another choice girl whose life was taken by cancer in her
teen years. He declared, “Our family’s faith is in Jesus Christ and
is not dependent on outcomes.” Those teachings ring true to me. We
do all that we can for the healing of a loved one, and then we
trust in the Lord for the outcome.

I testify of the power of the priesthood of
God, of the power of the prayer of faith, and of the truth of these
principles. Most of all, I testify of the Lord Jesus Christ, whose
servants we are, whose Resurrection gives us the assurance of
immortality, and whose Atonement gives us the opportunity for
eternal life, the greatest of all the gifts of God, in the name of
Jesus Christ, amen.
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Bruce's Poetry and Hymns, Volume One (2010)
A collection of poems and hymn texts; many written for children;
just as many written on everyday topics and events. It is best
viewed on an e-reader. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss
at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Faerie Prince
of Temple Square (2010)
When you visit Salt Lake City's historical Temple Square at
Christmastime and see millions of lights in the trees and bushes,
have you ever asked yourself: Are they lights or are they –
Faeries? If I find typo's, the corrected verions will be in my
"Grandpa Bruce's Gem Mine of Short Stories". If you enjoy this,
please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Night
Bird Canyon - a Story of Friends and Fiends (2010)
CORRECTIONS MADE April 2012 ... Subtitled 'A Vampire Among the
Mormons', this classical Gothic horror story takes place in
Northern Utah's Cache Valley in the early years of the Depression.
It's not about Mormons or Mormonism; that's just the setting for
this classical Good versus Evil tale. I apologize for the twist at
the end in the introduction of a well-known character, but I just
couldn't help myself. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss
at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Pilgrim's
Progress: Latter-day Sequels (2010)
April 2011: Short Story Added ... One book and several short
stories inspired by Bunyan's classic volume. The book is the story
of four of Christian and Chrstiana's grandsons on their pilgrimage,
looking through the field glasses of the Latter-day Saint branch of
Christianity. Those who believe Latter-day Saints are heretics and
Satan-worshipers, I ask that you read with an open heart and allow
yourself to be amazed at how much Christianity you're going to
find. Also includes short stories about attractions at Vanity Fair
as well as a brand new INDEX & CONCORDANCE for all the works in
this book. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


DAY
TRIPS to NARNIA (2010)
Story added September 2011 ... A collection of 'fan fiction'
short stories based on C. S. Lewis' world of Narnia. Although
written for fun, most are moralistic in nature - but I think you
will enjoy them anyway. Obviously, Narnia and anything to do with
it is owned and copyrighted; hence this is merely 'fan fiction' and
not copyrighted. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Men
and Depression: One Man's Journey (2010)
Having lived a lifetime of chronic and suicidal depression, I've
compiled things I've wrtten on the topic to be a guidebook and
inspiration to those following me along the path. This is in no way
a professional medical or mental health text; it is simply one's
man's expereinces and what he has learned. If you enjoy this,
please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Faith, Grace,
& Works: a Chord in the Hymn of Salvation (2010)
Christians have debated for centuries whether they are saved by
Faith, by Grace, or by Works. This author beleives each of these
princples plays a role and seeks to show the role each plays in a
Christian's progress towards salvation. If you enjoy this, please
come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Pilgrim's
Progress: People & Place Concordance (2010)
Updated Sept. 2010 ... In all my years of reading this classic
John Bunyan book, I've never yet found a people & place
concordanance ... so, here's my first draft of one. If you enjoy
this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Percy
Jackson - All Grown Up (2010)
Three short "fan fiction" stories written after "The Last
Olympian" and before the "Heroes of Olympus" series was even
announced. They are my take on what happened to our Hero after the
books and are based on the Percy Jackson books and NOT the movie.
If you enjoy this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Harry
Potter - Three Short Stories (2010)
Three short "fan fiction" stories that take place before,
during, and at the end of the books we've all read how-many times.
First a story about Professor McGonagall, then one about Charley
Weasley and dragons, and the last is my own 'final chapter' to the
last book (she didn't even give us a memorial service for our
friends!) If you enjoy, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


The
Power of Hymns (2010)
Music and song have a power like no other. Hymns, to me, are the
most powerful of all music. This is a compilation of my own
writings on the subject coupled with addresses and quotes from
others. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Grandpa
Bruce's Short Stories (2010)
Like a gem mine, you find rocks and you find gems. Hopefully you
find more gems in this book than rocks. If you enjoy this, please
come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


From
Boy to Man and Back Again (2010)
BOOK 1 of my Narnia "fan fiction" novels; takes place in the
months leading up to the beginning of the Hundred-Year Winter. It
tells how and why the Tree of Protection died and how the witch
Jadis came to power. It also lets you know something else that was
made from the wood of that tree from which the Wardrobe had been
built. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Camilla:
Warrior of Narnia (2010)
BOOK 3 of my Narnia 'fan fiction' novels. Taking place in the
time of Princess SwanWhite, a 10-year-old girl facing surgery for
major burns is taken to Narnia to learn real heroism. She and
Princess SwanWhite both learn why, as Father Christmas stated to
Queens Susan and Lucy, war is so very terrible when women must
fight. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Second
Chance (2010)
BOOK 4 of my Narnia 'fan-fiction' novels, this is dedicated with
deepest respect to my fellow brothers and sisters in the Armed
Forces of whatever country they serve. PARENTAL NOTE: This story is
about a grown-up going to Narnia and deals with themes that affect
grown-ups as well as children: healing from suicide, child abuse,
illegitimate birth, and the physical and mental scars soldiers
carry from their wartime experiences. These themes are dealt with
in a very straight-forward but tactful and respectful manner.
Parents may want to read this story first. I promise you it all
turns out good in the end - all the correct decisions are made by
my characters in regards to these topics - Aslan makes sure of
this. If you enjoy this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


“Ye
Who Are Weary – Come Home": a 'Mormon' Werewolf (2010)
THIS IS NOT A CHILDREN'S STORY. Although the wording is tactful,
there are startling images.

There are two paths to take with a werewolf story – the first path
is spilled over with blood and carnage, while the second path
carries the themes of being Foresaken and then Redeemed. I’m a
Sunday School teacher – I'm taking the second route as I think
Redemption and Deliverance are far more important than all the
exciting violence and blood and gore such a story could contain ...
Aren't they?

My proofreaders tell me that you deserve to be warned that Edgar
Rice Burroughs and H. G. Wells are two of my favorite authors, and
since this takes place in much the same time period in which they
were writing, I have tried to emulate the language of that time,
which means it's pretty long-winded for today's readers. It is also
stuffed full of religion – the 'Mormon' culture to be exact. Some
things that are talked about are very sacred to we Latter-day
Saints, and I think I have carefully balanced the attempt of
keeping the sacred while writing a good story. If you think some of
the sacred is silly I only hope you can show it the respect you
would wish we would show to your sacred things.



	


The
Whole Armor of God – A Latter-day Saint View (2010)
There are many Christians in the world today who object to the
'warrior view' of the Gospel of Christ. They won't let their
children read the military campaigns in the scriptures or even sing
the 'battle' hymns. Like it or not, we are in the midst of a war; a
battle begun before the earth was even created, and turning our
eyes away from it and pretending it doesn't exist is exactly what
the Enemy wants. This book is meant to be a 'field guide',
describing the battle at hand and those armor pieces the Lord has
provided for us to use in the battle. Please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


Pilgrim's
Progress: Annotated (2010)
UPDATED Jan 22, 2011 - This is my personal working copy of this
classic John Bunyan book - hard words and old phrases &
expressions defined. I've never liked "modern language" versions of
this book; I would rather lift myself up to its language than to
dummy it down to mine. Enough of my friends have asked me to share
that, well, here you go. I have included Nathaniel Hawthorne's 1846
'The Celestial Railroad' as every reader of Pilgrim's Progress
ought to read it, too.



	


Horse
Boy of Narnia (2011)
BOOK 2 of my Narnia Fan Fiction Novels and a conclusion to Book
One, this takes place during the 14-year reign of the High Kings
and Queens and tells the story of Charlie, a boy Aslan brings to
Narnia to learn Courage, Sacrifice, and a bit of Wisdom. Charlie is
sure that if he were a centaur he could learn these things - be
careful of what you wish for because you might get it! If you enjoy
this, please come and discuss at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php#!/group.php?gid=120610104646392



	


DRACULA:
Jonathon Harker's Rebuttal (2012)
April 13, 2012: MASSIVE CORRECTIONS DONE! ... THIS IS NOT A
CHILDREN'S BOOK! Written in the Gothic tradition and with the most
delicate of language, there are still startling visual scenes you
don't want to explain to your children ... On the 125th anniversary
of his twenty-ninth birthday, my very old friend Jonathon Harker
agreed to break his silence and tell the full story of his
encounter with Count Dracula - things he was unwilling or too
ashamed to write at the time; things that can be told in today's
changed moral atmosphere that might not have been printable in his
day. He is also disgusted with how Brom Stoker, once he got hold of
a stolen copy of their combined journals, rewrote parts and made
him and his beloved Mina out to be wimps: “We were much stronger
than he gave us credit,” he insists. Also, he is sick over the idea
that Society has reached the point of madness wherein vampires and
other demons are being lauded as heroes, love interests, and sex
objects – he assures me they are anything but, and this interview
was given to explain why.
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