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Chapter
1.



In it’s day, the bar known as The River was one hell of a hot spot
for all sorts of people who made up the Las Vegas underworld. .
Mafioso’s from different families would come to gossip and play
cards. Rarely was there any fighting and never any gunplay. The
River was neutral territory, and for a long time it was the safe
spot where all the area families met…until the first mob war. The
River became one of its first casualties. Some mob enforcers still
frequent the place, but the cream of the crop have moved on.



Bernie and Max had worked for The Bertinelli’s for almost three
years as two of the best guys in the business of ’problem removal’.
They have lost count of how many people had disappeared and stayed
gone at their hands. They are the best team the Bertinelli’s have
ever had… had being the operative word.



Sitting at the bar of The River, Max is telling Bernie for the
hundredth time about the day he met the late, great, Frank Sinatra.
So wrapped up into the story is Max and so bored hearing it was
Bernie that neither noticed the two men in trench coats walk in
behind them. They stood there and stared at the two men for a
minute.



It wasn’t for a good ten seconds after Max had stopped talking and
was staring in the mirror at the two men behind them, that Bernie
also noticed them and they both turned around, letting their suit
jackets come open…just in case.



“Yo, Bernie,” the one man greeted him.



Bernie nodded his head as acknowledgement, “What can I do for ya,
Slim?”



“We have a message for Mr. Bertinelli from Mr. Scarapelli,” and
with that the one named Slim whipped out some kind of steel weapon
that resembled a huge water gun.



Max was the first to grab for his gun but Scarapelli’s second
gunman already had his revolver out and had shot Max in the
kneecap. He fell back off his stool and onto the floor in pain.
This made Bernie freeze in his tracks and offer up his hands in
hope of a reprieve.



The one called Slim aimed the impressive weapon at the still crying
Max and fired. A tight laser beam shot out and hit Max in the
throat, cutting all the way through. Slim moved it quickly in a
straight line and soon the smell of burning flesh was filling the
watering hole. Bernie held back a gag and watched in horror as his
buddies head fell off his shoulders and rolled toward the pool
table.



“Make sure Mr. Bertinelli gets the message, Ciao!

 

 



Chapter
2



“It’s getting damn cold up here,” Green Arrow grumbled from his
sitting position on a

rooftop, his bow, as well as his back, leaning against a brick
wall.



“…And do we need a little warming up,” Black Canary asked
innocently as she crouched next to Batgirl, who was staring through
a pair of binoculars.



Green Arrow grinned, “That all depends on what you have in mind,
pretty bird.”



Batgirl sighed heavily, “Keep it in your pants, GA.”



Canary snickered and said in a low voice so that only Batgirl could
hear, “Actually, he’s lucky that he can.”



Batgirl lowered the binoculars but refused to look at her friend,
“Well, there’s another item for the List of Things Barbara Didn’t
Need To Know….”



Canary let out an evil laugh as both women saw a truck drive up and
into the alley that they were monitoring.



“Heads up. If my intel is correct,” Batgirl began, “…and it usually
is, that would be the shipment of drugs we have been waiting
for.”



Green Arrow got up and walked up behind them.



“Are we ready to shutdown this little homegrown business, ladies?”
Ollie said as he quickly drew a grappling arrow from his quiver and
rested it gently against the string. “Soon as everyone gets out of
the vehicles, be ready to move. The other three are already in
place.”



“Remember what Huntress told us. Most of them will be carrying semi
automatics, but there may be a couple in the back of the truck with
even more fire power,” Batgirl reminded them as she drew out her
rope and held on to the bat shaped end.



A couple of seconds later four men got out of the truck owned by
the Scarapelli’s and four more removed themselves from the second
truck as they began to approach each other in the middle of the
alley.



“On my signal everyone,” Whispered Green Arrow as he pulled his
arrow and aimed for the side of the building across the
street.



As Ollie opened his mouth to give the order, two shots rang out and
one of the Scarapelli men let out a yell and grabbed his ankle as
he fell to the ground.



“There's no way these drugs are hitting the street,” Rasped
Vigilante as he strode purposely towards the other men.



“Damn!,” Green Arrow exclaimed as he fired his bolt and grabbed
Black Canary by the waste. “Let’s roll ladies! Hold on tight
blondie!” he yelled as he leapt off the roof top and swung them
toward the ground.



Batgirl had thrown her rope and was already in mid swing when all
hell broke loose in the alley. She was prepared for the eruption of
guns that she heard, but was totally surprised at the energy bolt
that flew over her head, cutting her rope in half. She fell the
last ten feet and rolled with the landing.



Two other dealers turned back toward Vigilante and opened fire with
their automatic weapons. He dived and rolled out of harms way,
bringing himself back up only a couple of feet from Batgirl, who
was just catching her breath.



“You ok?” he asked as he fired back at the two men who had taken
cover behind the truck with the shipment in it.



“Just got the wind knocked out of me.”



The two men behind the truck jumped in the cab and threw it in
reverse, hoping to get out of the alley before they lost the
shipment as well as their freedom.



“Serit tlem,” Zatanna called as she waved her hands in front of
her. She watched in amusement as the truck began to pull out but
stopped suddenly as the rubber tires became one with the
pavement.



The driver opened up his door to jump out, but it slammed back into
him and he was pushed into the passenger. He looked up in time to
see Huntress pull the door open again and grab him, pulling him out
of the truck and slamming him into the alley wall. He let out a
grunt as he went for his gun, but Huntress was ahead of him. Her
first punch landed straight on his nose and the crack was audible.
The pain caused him to stop reaching for his weapon and grab his
face. Two more punches and he crumbled to the ground
unconscious.



The passenger had jumped out his own side and he too started to go
for his gun, but a solid kick to the stomach by Batgirl threw him
back into the truck door. He had enough time to take a breath
before two more kicks to the head took him down.



The other man with the energy weapon was firing at Green Arrow as
the other three were using their more conventional guns and firing
at Vigilante and Black Canary, who were doing all they could to
dodge the onslaught of bullets.



Green Arrow dove behind a dumpster just as the orange beam hit the
side of it and burned a large hole right through to the other side.
Ollie then came up with another arrow ready and let it loose,
followed by another one at lightening speed. The first arrow went
right through the shooters hand and he cried out in pain as he
dropped the gun. The second arrow hit one of the other shooters
weapon itself and it went flying to the ground. Suddenly he turned
into a rat and GA laughed out loud while making a mental note to
thank Zee for the assist.



Two more shooters were left and as they both turned to fire at
Oliver, Black Canary let out her scream and the two men dropped
their weapons as they went to protect their ears. Canary took the
one on the left and with an open handed hit to the face, took him
out. The other was still trying to recover when a right hook from
Vigilante knocked him out.



“Heads up, there’s one more out here some where,” Arrow yelled to
his team.



As everyone began to scan the area Zatanna stepped out from the
shadows where the final thug was quietly sidling up against the
building in hopes of escaping. He turned to her, startled, as her
hands flew up and her fingers moved rapidly.



“Peels,” She commanded and the man immediately fell asleep.



Zatanna dragged him out to the middle of the alley and met up with
the others, “Not anymore. Oh and the rat boy ran away. He should be
back to normal in an hour and then he’ll have one heck of a story
to tell, just like you asked, GA.”



“Thanks Zee. Now, what the hell were those two Scarapelli men
using?”



Batgirl bent down and picked up one of the weapons, “Nothing I’ve
ever seen before.” She passed it around to the others but nobody
had every seen anything like it.



“Great” Arrow groaned. “As if this town doesn’t have enough
problems, now they’ve got some kind of high tech weaponry straight
out of Buck Rogers.”



Vigilante walked up to the man with the arrow in his hand and
grabbed him roughly. “Where’d you get the weapons?”



“Fuck you!”



“Thanks. I wanted an excuse to do this.,” And Vigilante
grabbed the arrow and twisted it hard. The man screamed as a fresh
wave of pain washed through him. “Where‘d you get the
weapons?”



“Ok! All I know is that they got the weapons through a middle man,
a guy who calls himself Pleasure Ride. That’s all I know, I
swear!”



“Pleasure Ride,” exclaimed GA. “What the hell does he have to do
with this and what is he doing in Vegas?”



“Who is he?” Batgirl asked.



“He’s a small time pimp and drug dealer from Star City. He was one
of the pushers that Roy had, umm, run-ins with.”



Canary caught the momentary flash of pain in Ollie’s eyes.



Vigilante turned back to the thug, “Where do we find him?”



“I don’t know, honest I don’t.”



Adrian pulled his gun back out and not so gently placed the barrel
on the man’s forehead. The man yelled out in terror but a kick to
Chase’s hand caused the gun to go flying.



“No!” Huntress yelled.



“Ok, ok,” the guy said on his knees crying and nursing his injured
hand. I know that they usually can contact him in a bar called The
River, but that’s all I know, honest!” The man began to sob
quietly.



Green Arrow glared at him for a second and then looked up to the
others. “We’ve got to get these things off the street as quick as
we can. We need to find Pleasure Ride… now. We’ll call the cops and
have these bozos picked up. We take the guns to S.T.A.R. Labs and
let the professionals figure them out.”



“You think that’s wise?” Batgirl asked



“I don’t think we have a choice. We don’t have the kind of
equipment at the penthouse that we would need to find out what they
are. We also need to find out who’s dealing them and who has them.
Too many of these things on the streets and this town is going to
get real ugly real fast. Batgirl and I will go to the labs. Canary,
you Huntress and Zatanna check out The River. Go undercover and see
if you can get anything from Pleasure Ride. If my memory serves me
right he loves the ladies, and the floozier the better. Vigilante,
stay out of sight and be there in case they need back up. We’ll
meet up with you as soon as we can.”



Vigilante nodded and as he picked up his gun he turned to Huntress,
“Don’t do it again.” the statement was final and obviously a
threat.



“Go to hell,” Huntress replied with a clenched jaw.



“Back off!” Arrow growled, turning on him. “You were way out of
line and you know it!”



Vigilante looked at the bowman in silence and then turned around
and walked towards his bike.



Batgirl grabbed Ollie by the arm and took him toward her bike as he
muttered to himself.

 

 



Chapter
3



He wore a grey business suit as he walked past the neon lit sign
that reads The Full House, and his organization’s other
acquisition, The Red Diamond Men’s Club.



He moved quickly around to the side of the building and to a door
that read “Management Only” and touched his hand to the plain metal
door. It opened quietly and he stepped through. In that same
instant he touched his watch and his handsome, Clark Gable features
shimmered, as did his cloths and as the door shut behind him, he
was back to the outfit and features that most fit him…the Jack of
Spades of the Royal Flush Gang.



From this back entrance, the music from the Red Diamond was much
louder and now he could hear men laughing and shouting more
distinctly. He glanced at them through the two way mirror as he
walked down to the end of the corridor and again touched his hand
to a metal wall, and another door opened. He stepped into a very
sterile looking elevator, where two beams of blue light surrounded
him momentarily. A cold metallic voice announced: Identity
confirmed. Jack of Spades. Welcome home.



He felt the elevator move silently upward, and seconds later the
door opened again and he stepped out into a large living room area.
He stepped down into the sunken room and pressed a button on a far
wall. Shades from the other side of the room opened to reveal a
spectacular view of the Las Vegas strip. This is his city, he
thought, they just don’t know it yet.



Crossing towards a rather thick looking wooden door he took a
breath and opened it. The music and noise from downstairs was at
its clearest here. Smoke rolled in from the landing and enveloped a
figure who was impatiently tapping his foot.



“About time,” the man said, obviously irritated at his wait.



“Come in and stay here until I call for you. Don’t worry about the
window. No one can see in by any normal or magical means.”



Jack of Spades continued his walk down the hall to the last door
and opened it to see the familiar surroundings of the Royal Flush
Gang’s meeting room. The others were already waiting for him and he
secretly liked it that way.



The King of Spades, sitting on his throne with a sour look on his
face, was the first to speak.



“Where the hell have you been? You were to report back here two
hours ago. We were about to send Ace out to find you.”



“Gathering information is not a simple task,” the Jack replied
nonchalantly. “At least if you want me to do it right.”



Ace, Ten and Queen of Spades were gathered around there spade
shaped table. Ace was standing behind his brother, the King, as
usual. The Queen was sitting in her chair to the right of the King
with a look that was half bemused and half irritated. As always,
the Ten was sitting next to the Queen with a computer screen in
front of her. They were all dressed in their uniforms. Their faces
as white as a plain piece of paper and their outfits resembled the
playing cards for which they were named.



“Gathering information,” the Queen spoke. “Which means that you had
to make sure you banged and slapped her around a few times first
before she gave you the information.”



Jack broke out into a giant smile, “My dearest Queen, I am afraid I
didn’t have time for anything as pleasurable as that. Oh, now don’t
get that repulsed little look on your face, Ten, they never get
anything that they don’t really want.”



King cleared this throat loudly and they all turned to him, “Enough
of this. Tell me what you have found out about these
weapons?”



“The word on the street is that there are energy weapons starting
to come across the market, but they are scarce at the moment. Rumor
has it that they are being sold to the highest bidders, and at this
point the only one’s who have bought them are the
Scarapelli’s.”



“And where did they get these weapons from?” the Queen asked
quietly.



“Now this is where we hit a bit of a snag. It took me a long time
to find anyone that would talk at all, and in the end the only
person I found who has any other information about this mysterious
arms dealer would only talk to the King himself. He’s outside the
door waiting as we speak.”



The King jumped up as the others gasped. Ace instinctively took a
couple of steps forward to put himself slightly in front of his big
brother.



“You imbecile, you’ve put us all in danger,” Ace bellowed as he
took another step and closed the distance between himself and
Jack.



Jack put his arms up in front of him in defense, but began to
chuckle quietly. “Hold on there big guy. Can we trust this man…no,
but believe me when I say that you will want to speak to him. He
may actually come in handy, and he’s nobody that we can’t handle.
Besides, he’s followed the trail all the way from Gotham City, we
should at least hear him out”



After a moment of silence the King reached up and put a hand on
Ace’s shoulder, “Calm down brother. You better be sure of this
Jack, or this will be the last decision you make in this
organization. Ace, please show our guest in.”



Ace went to the door with Jack beside him, and swung it open. The
man was standing at the end of the hall and was again tapping his
foot impatiently. As soon as the door opened he looked up and took
off his Fedora. His green hair and white face practically popped
out at all of them, but as always with the Joker, it was the grin
that everyone saw first.



“Well it’s about damn time,” he said as he marched down the hall
and into the room. He stopped momentarily and gave Ace a once over,
“My they grow them big where you come from.”



At this point he strode past Ace and surveyed the room, his eyes
falling on first the King’s throne and then on the King himself.
The broad grin grew even bigger and the King fought the urge to
shiver, but the hair on the back of his neck was standing straight
up.



“So you are the King. Well isn’t that special. I, of course, am the
Joker.”



“We know who you are,” the King replied as Ace came around the
table form the other side and again took his place slightly in
front and off to one side of his brother.



It also did not go unnoticed by Jack or Queen that their leader
shifted just slightly farther back, giving himself a safer distance
from the clown prince of crime.



“Jack tells us that you have information that we could use. I
assume that you would want something in return?”



Joker looked around again, as if he hadn’t heard a word that had
just been spoken to him. “This place needs a little redecorating,
don’t you think?”



Ace took a step closer, “What do you want Joker and what
information do you have for us? Get on with it before I throw you
out on your chalk white ass!”



“Now that is no way to treat a guest,” the Joker replied, his eyes
narrowing, which made his grin even scarier.



Again a throat was cleared in the room and everyone looked toward
the Queen, who had stood up and was making her way around to the
other side of the table.



“Gentlemen, can we not do the testosterone thing right now. It’s
not that I don’t enjoy it; however, we both know that in the end we
will more then likely give each other what we want.” She had made
her way to within an inch of Joker and was staring directly into
his eyes.



“Now what exactly is it that you need from the Royal Flush
Gang?”



“Directness, oh how I love that. Five percent of any weapons we
acquire, oh, and room and board for a little while. It seems I’ve
out-stayed my welcome in Gotham.” He tittered mischievously.



The King came around to behind the Queen, “I suppose that could
happen, but only if your information is accurate.”



“Oh it is my dear King,” he replied with a little twitter. His eyes
had still not left those of the Queen. “You’ve got a new player in
this town. He goes by the name of Mr. Wonderful, and he seems to be
the man you are looking for. Unfortunately nobody knows where he
is, but I can give you the place where one of his Lieutenants hangs
out. My, you have the most beautiful eyes.”



“Thank you,” the Queen whispered with a smirk on her face.



“I was talking to your King,” and with that the Joker began to
laugh and laugh and laugh…his eyes never leaving the Queen’s.



“Sure, whispered Ten to herself, “We can handle him.”

 

 



Chapter
4



Three hours later the Joker was sitting in the King’s chair with
his legs thrown over an arm and gazing around the room. He liked
this place, he had to admit. Not as fun as his own wonderful pad
that he had made in Gotham, but he definitely didn’t have the
equipment or resources that this gang had. So much of this stuff
would come in handy back home…



The door to the meeting room opened and the King and Queen walked
in and stopped short when they saw Joker. King’s face immediately
reddened when he saw his chair being occupied. The Queen bit her
lower lip so as not to laugh.



“Get out of my chair!”



“Oh look at the poor King,” Joker mocked. “Someone’s been sitting
in his chair, and eating his porridge and just maybe sleeping in
his bed too.” He cackled at his own joke, and leered at the
Queen.



There was a rush of cold wind that blew over the Joker from behind
and then all of a sudden he was being picked up by the back of his
purple suit coat and tossed unceremoniously onto the floor. As he
got up he saw that Ten was standing next to Ace and they were both
behind the chair. He made a mental note to check this room out more
thoroughly when he had the chance.



King grabbed him by the lapels and brought his face to the Joker’s,
“Get this through your whacked out little brain. You are nothing
more then a guest here, so whatever demented plans you have you
better get them out of that sick head of yours, or I will have my
brother snap your neck so fast it will make your head spin!”



Joker’s eye’s narrowed and for a moment the room became still, but
then he began to howl with laughter, “Make my head spin. Oh that is
a good one! Why your majesty, as I said before, I’m only looking
for a few measly weapons and room and board.”



“Which we finally have another lead on,” the Jack said as he
entered the meeting room. “The man who works for this Mr. Wonderful
is named Irwin Knox, but he goes by Pleasure Ride. I also know
where he hangs out.”



The King dropped the Joker whose eye’s lit up.



“Well then,” Joker said rubbing his hands together, “What are we
waiting for? Time for a night on the town! You— big, tall, and
flatulent,” he said pointing at Ace, “Fetch me my Fedora!”



“Fetch it yourself, asshole.”
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5



Dinah, Helena and Zatanna walked up to the dilapidated door of The
River. All three of them were wearing skirts that road up so high,
Zatanna was practically kneeling as she walked. The wigs that they
wore were all so big and bushy that they practically screamed of
the eighties.



“I’m going to kill you for this, you know,” Helena snarled at Dinah
as she tried to pull her skirt down a bit more. “I have never been
this embarrassed in my entire life. I don’t even know how you
talked me into this.”



Zatanna spoke up, “I think Huntress may be right. What ever
possessed us to listen to you in the first place? And is it me or
is it really cold out here?”



Dinah turned to her teammates and rolled her eyes, “I think when it
comes to complaining about costumes, none of us have room to talk.
Two of us wear fishnets, and you,” she pointed to Helena, “Well
what you wear, I don’t think Cher would have the guts to try and
pull off.”



“Shut up and let’s get this over with.”



The three ladies walked through the front door and were immediately
hit with the smell of smoke and stale beer. The jukebox was playing
a rather loud version of AC/DC’s “Back in Black”, and it took all
three of them a moment to adjust to the dim lighting.



They walked over to a corner table so that they could see every
part of the bar. The place had only a few patrons in it. A couple
in the corner table across from them were fighting rather loudly
about something that involved his Zippo and her ability to lose
anything that was his. Another man sat at one end of the bar with
his head resting on it. The final patron was a very short man
dressed in a green jumpsuit that was looking around
nervously.



“Well one of these people doesn’t look like the others,” Zatanna
commented as she pointed out the little man.



“You think that’s Pleasure Ride?” Canary asked studying the
man.



Huntress snorted, “Does that look like a two bit pimp and drug
dealer to you?”



“Anyone ever tell you that you are not the most pleasant person to
hang out in a bar with?” Dinah asked her scathingly.



“Anyone ever tell you that I don’t give a rat’s ass?"



Just then the door opened again and a man in his early thirties
strode into the bar. He was of medium build with shoulder length
blond hair. He was dressed in jeans and a sweater and wore a full
length leather jacket. After taking a moment to adjust to the
lighting, he walked over to the small man at the bar and shook his
hand. They began to talk rather rapidly back and forth.



“Ten to one,” Dinah said, “Well, it’s either now or never. Let’s go
Zee.”



“You don’t expect me to just sit here?” Helena said with her eyes
flashing.



“Yes I do. Somebody needs to play backup in here and besides; we
are trying to entice him into talking. I’ll call you if we need you
to drag out the iron maiden.”



Zatanna got up from the table and smiled at Huntress in an almost
apologetic way as she followed Dinah to the bar. As they got closer
to it they heard the smaller man finishing his sentence.



“…so I am here, Mr. Pleasure Ride, to make sure my Master’s
equipment is still under lock and key.”



“Well hello there gentlemen,” Dinah said seductively as she
attempted to straddle the bar stool in her skirt. She finally gave
up and just leaned against it and faced the two men. After watching
Canary’s efforts, Zatanna chose to just stand and smile
seductively.



“What do you want?” the taller man asked quickly. It was apparent
that he did not want to be interrupted; however, this did not stop
him from checking them both out before he spoke to them.



“My gals and I are just looking for a little fun. Something that
could make you happy and maybe help us pay the bills.”



Pleasure Ride turned to check out Helena who glared back at him. He
shuddered and turned back to Dinah, “Not too sure about your friend
over there but you two might be worth it. It’s not that I wouldn’t
like to get my hands on both your asses but I’ve got business here
so I’ll make you a deal. You two go back to your table with Ivana
Trump over there and keep your mouths shut, and when I get back
from my little trip we can talk about fun. Got it? Good,” and with
that he turned back around and began whispering to the small man
again.



Dinah turned abruptly, and slowly walked back to her table, her
fists rolled up into a ball. Zatanna followed her and kept glancing
over with some concern.



“Well?” Huntress demanded when they had sat down. Helena was also
throwing nasty looks over her shoulder at the couple who were now
discussing how badly the gentleman needed to shower.



“He was a real Star City charmer,” and with that statement
she filled in the little that she had heard. As she finished the
two men got up from the bar and walked outside. Dinah nodded and
the three ladies also withdrew from the building.



The couple at the next table over stopped arguing and also watched
everyone leave.



“Well now, how interesting was all of that,” the woman said.



“Very, my dear Queen. Shall we go follow all of them and see where
they are going?”



“Why of course my dear Jack.”

 

 



Chapter
6



As the three ladies got outside they saw Pleasure Ride and the man
pulling away in a classic 62 mustang. They jumped in their car and
followed them.



“Suit up kids,” Canary said. “I think we’re being taken to the
weapons.”



Ten minutes later the journey was over and Canary quickly suited up
and left a message for Ollie and Barbara to get there as soon as
they could. They were in a warehouse district and they watched as
Pleasure Ride opened the door and the two men went in.



“We haven’t seen Vigilante in a while,” Zatanna murmured.



“He’s out there,” Huntress replied with a touch of impatience in
her voice.



Cautiously they approached the door and found that it was locked
from the inside as well as the outside. Black Canary gestured to
Zatanna who walked up to it.



“Kcolnu.,” she murmured and the faint click of the tumblers
announced that the door was indeed unlocked.



Huntress immediately took the lead and raised her crossbow as she
opened the door and peered in. She gave the other two the all clear
sign and quietly walked into the warehouse. They could hear voices
coming from the far end of the storage facility but they were to
low to make out.



Black Canary and Zatanna were examining some of the crates they
were hiding behind. There was no visible writing or markings on
them at all.



“Can you find out what’s in there?” Dinah asked the young
magician.



Zatanna nodded and again moved her fingers into unknown symbols as
she whispered, “Laever flesuruoy.”

The side of the crate became transparent and the three women looked
inside. What they did not see were guns, but what they did find
surprised them even more. It appeared to be some kind of mannequins
or robots. What made them stand out was the fact that they were
slightly glowing and surrounding the prone bodies were small
rectangular pieces of metal that were also glowing.



“What the hell is this?” Canary asked quietly in surprise.



“Freeze!” a voice shouted from behind them.



They turned to see two guards with the same high tech weapons drawn
on them. Canary also caught out of the corner of her eyes that
Huntress had disappeared.



“Well, what do we have here?” Pleasure Ride asked as he came around
the corner. “Now these are some hot babes. A hell of a lot better
then those skanks we met at the bar, wouldn’t you say
Karsal?”



The little man in the green jump suit just nodded his head with a
ton of nervous energy.



Pleasure motioned for the guards to take them outside. “I think you
two need to go for a little walk with my workers here.”



“We’re not moving until you answer a couple of questions for us.
Who are you working for and where the hell are the guns?” Black
Canary demanded.



“What guns?” he asked with a straight face.



“Please. Those guards are holding the same guns we’re talking
about. Now who is your boss?”



Pleasure thought for a moment and then shrugged his shoulders, “You
can call him Mr. Wonderful for the five minutes that you will be
breathing. Unfortunately that’s all I am going to tell you…Black
Canary. Gentlemen, take them out back and dispose of them
please.”



The guards motioned for the two ladies to walk out the door. As
they crossed the gravel driveway towards the back of the building,
Black Canary was preparing for her scream when she heard a distinct
thump sound, twice, and then an even more audible thud. She turned
around to see both men lying face down with crossbow bolts sticking
out of there shoulders. The Huntress jumped down from the roof of
the building.



“They’ll be fine. A fast acting tranquilizer on the tips, Batgirl
thought it would be best.”



There was no warning to the blast. One moment they were standing
there looking at the guards and the next moment they were being
tossed six feet into the air and landing in the gravel parking lot,
stunning all three of them.



As they tried to shake off the effects of the blast, they looked up
to see the still glowing red eye of the Jack of Spades. Next to him
were the Ace, King and Queen of Spades.



The King stepped forward, “I’ll only ask this once. Where are the
weapons?”



Zatanna looked up at them, “Oh, crap.”

 



To be continued!



====================================================================================



If you enjoyed this story, you can find more tales of your favorite
DC heroes at DC2
Universe.



All characters are (c) DC Comics and no infringement upon their
copyrights is intended. Support DC Comics by buying their monthly
comic books and graphic novels.
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	All-Star
Comics #4 (2006)
All-Star Comics: Plastic Man.

A day in the life of DC2's most malleable hero. Join him and his
partner, Woozy Winks, Jr. as they stop a bank heist, confront a mad
scientist, and rip on Booster Gold!



	


New
Outsiders #4 (2006)
New Outsiders: Nothing Beats a Royal Flush.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The New Outsiders and The Royal Flush Gang clash for the first
time. Line's are drawn, enemy's are made, searches continue, and
Joker makes his presence known in a big way!



	


New
Outsiders #5 (2006)
New Outsiders: To the Victor...

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The New Outsiders vs. The Animates

The Royal Flush Gang vs. The Animates

The New Outsiders vs. The Royal Flush Gang

The Royal Flush Gang vs. The Joker

When the dust settles, who will be left standing?



	


New
Outsiders #6 (2006)
New Outsiders: Broken Arrows.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The search for a fourteen year old runaway sends Green Arrow,
Black Canary, and guest star Speedy, into a dark, disturbing, and
all to real world that will open old wounds and takes Ollie and
Dinah's relationship to a new level.



	


New
Outsiders #7 (2006)
New Outsiders: Preludes and Nocturnes.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

A day in the lives of Batgirl and Zatanna as they are confronted
by old friends, lost family, and the dangerous mob enforcer,
Skorpio, who has arrived in Las Vegas to work for a new
employer.



	


New
Outsiders #8 (2006)
New Outsiders: For Unlawful Carnal Knowledge.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The Scarapellis...

The Bertinellis...

The Huntress...

Two shocking revelations...

One crucial decision...

...and Adrian Chase's world will never be the same again...



	


New
Outsiders #9 (2006)
New Outsiders: On the Horizon.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The gang is back together as they discover exactly who Mr.
Wonderful really is. Does he have anything to do with the looming
Crisis? You better believe it! What role do the New Outsiders have
in the big event? It all starts here, folks!



	


New
Outsiders #10 (2006)
New Outsiders: Riders on the Storm.

Crisis: The Apokolips Imperative, Part 4!

As the war rages, the Outsiders find themselves stranded on
Apokolips, searching desperately for a lost teammate. But as the
Hunger Dogs rise in revolt, will it be too late for one of the
Outsiders, trapped in the clutches of Darkseid's depraved torturer,
Desaad?



	


New
Outsiders #11 (2006)
New Outsiders: Aftermath, Part 1.

The Crisis may be over, but The New Outsiders find that the
aftermath will be just as devastating as they return from Apokolips
to find that Las Vegas is under martial law, and the Joker is
spreading chaos everywhere.



	


New
Outsiders #12 (2006)
New Outsiders: Aftermath, Part 2.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE!

The New Outsiders and The Teen Titans join forces to bring down
The Royal Flush Gangs!

Meanwhile, Nightwing and Batgirl hunt down The Joker, but to
confront the Crown Prince of Crime, they must first confront that
horrific night that still haunts their memories.



	


New
Outsiders #13 (2006)
New Outsiders: Forsaking All Others.

You are cordially invited to attend the wedding of Oliver Jonas
Queen to Dinah Laurel Lance. But where is Adrian Chase, and why
won't he be attending the wedding?



	


Justice
League #6 (2007)
Justice League: Public Enemy Number One.

Aquaman is wanted by the American Government for crimes against
America. He has been branded a terrorist and President Maxwell Lord
has demanded that the Justice League bring him in. What will they
do?

You don't want to miss this one! This year's Crisis starts
here!



	


Detective
Comics #22 (2007)
Detective Comics: Opening Salvo.

As three of Gotham's most powerful underground figures begin
their rise to the top, Batman faces three seemingly unrelated
mysteries; but are they as random as they appear to be?



	


Detective
Comics #18 (2007)
Detective Comics: The Two Faces of Harvey Dent, Part 2 (of
2).



	


Detective
Comics #16 (2007)
Detective Comics: Masks, Part 4 (of 4).



	


Detective
Comics #14 (2007)
Detective Comics: Boiling Point.

Gotham is becoming a war zone! Mob bosses are looking at each
other with more then a little suspicion. The GCPD is stretched
thin, and a new Commissioner is needed. Who will the Mayor choose?
Who is pulling all the strings? Who is trying to take over Wayne
Enterprises? Revelations abound. With an ending that will you leave
you speechless.



	


Detective
Comics #15 (2007)
Detective Comics: Masks, Part 2 (of 4).

With James Gordon's life hanging in the balance, and Gotham City
in an all out war, three heroes gather together to keep him alive.
But can even Batman, Nightwing, and Batgirl keep James safe from
the assassin that Black Mask has hired to finish the job?



	


Detective
Comics #17 (2007)
Detective Comics: The Two Faces of Harvey Dent, Part 1 (of
2).



	


Detective
Comics #20 (2007)
Detective Comics: The Enemy of My Enemy.



	


Detective
Comics #19 (2007)
Detective Comics: Helpless



	


Detective
Comics #21 (2007)
Detective Comics: First Impressions

Bruce Wayne meets Tim Drake! James Gordon meets Renee Montoya!
And just wait until you see who Two-Face meets...



	


Detective
Comics #23 (2007)
Detective Comics: The Falcone and the Snowman.



	


Detective
Comics #24 (2007)
Detective Comics: Would You Like Fries With That?

Batman's battle with Mr. Freeze continues, and the mysteries of
Karen Walker and Jack Todd intertwine. The dangerous trio of
Two-Face, Penguin, and Black Mask make a bold move, and before it
all ends, betrayal will lead to murder!



	


Detective
Comics #25 (2007)
Detective Comics: Wheel in the Sky.

Is Alfred dead? Are Penguin and Two-Face dead? Why is the DEO in
Gotham? And who murdered Karen Walker? Questions begin to be
answered as we focus our attention on Detectives Renee Montoya and
Crispus Allen. Also a confrontation you never thought you'd see in
the DC2 Universe: Chloe Sullivan vs. James Gordon!



	


New
Outsiders #20 (2007)
New Outsiders: Shattered.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

As the Checkmate Super Soldiers are taken over by a deadly
threat, it's up to Batgirl and Zatanna to find a way to switch them
off and help the Justice League and the rest of the Outsiders. But
what Zatanna finds at Cadmus will send her reeling, and the rest of
the Outsiders face the fact that they may never be together
again.



	


Justice
League vs. America #4 (2007)
Justice League vs. America: Fade to Black.

The penultimate chapter of this year’s huge event! The secret of
the super soldiers is revealed, but can they be defeated? Martian
Manhunter sends a small force to face the threat that has put
America on the brink of destruction, and, when all hope is lost,
help comes from the most unexpected of people… but is it too late?
An ending that's guaranteed to send shivers down your spine!



	


New
Outsiders #14 (2007)
New Outsiders: Same Thing In Reverse.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

Sister vs. Sister

Black Canary vs. Black Canary

Secrets are revealed. A year-long plot is exposed. And two
Outsiders’ lives will begin to spiral out of control.



	


Justice
League #3 (2007)
Justice League: Mystery in Space, Part 1.

With the threat of destruction looming over the citizens of
Thanagar, Carter Hall's son has come looking for his long-lost
father. The Justice League stand ready to aid him, but will they be
able to help save his home planet?



	


New
Outsiders #15 (2007)
New Outsiders: Eye for an Eye.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The truth is out and Adrian Chase is determined to make the people
who were involved with his wife's death pay. Meanwhile, Huntress
searches for her man, all the while being hunted by a mob informant
with a grudge of his own. Can the rest of their team find them
before tragedy strikes?



	


Justice
League #4 (2007)
Justice League: Mystery in Space, Part 2.

The Justice League has been divided! While one team races to aid
Thanagar, another team helps Katar Hol in preparing his people for
the inevitable. And the only thing standing between Despero and the
great planet of Thanagar? The Martian Manhunter!



	


New
Outsiders #16 (2007)
New Outsiders: And So It Goes.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

This is it! The story of Huntress and Vigilante ends here. And
when the dust settles, nothing will ever be the same for this group
of heroes.



	


Justice
League #5 (2007)
Justice League: Mystery in Space, Pt. 3 (of 3): Sacrificial
Lamb.

The final battle between the Justice League and Despero is here!
But exactly how will they defeat the alien powerhouse? And how much
sacrifice will one hero endure to end the threat? Action and
intrigue abound in this pulse-pounding conclusion!



	


New
Outsiders #17 (2007)
New Outsiders: Divergences.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The tragic events of last issue are felt by all as each
remaining member of the team consider where they are going to go
from here. Zatanna returns, and a new mystery begins.



	


New
Outsiders #18 (2007)
New Outsiders: T.O. Morrow Never Dies.

The mystery surrounding The Red Tornado's origin comes to an
explosive conclusion as he and Batgirl discover the truth
surrounding his "birth".



	


Justice
League #7 (2007)
Justice League: Laying the Foundation.

Like a phoenix from the ashes, the Justice League rises from the
Crisis, stronger then before, and with more members... but who?



	


New
Outsiders #21 (2007)
New Outsiders: That's a Wrap.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The crisis is over, and so are the New Outsiders, by the looks
of it. Who will stay, and who will go? And who lurks in the
shadows, waiting for the right time to strike.

Plus, a turning point in the life of Kate Spencer!



	


New
Outsiders #24 (2007)
New Outsiders: Letting it Simmer.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

Kate Spencer's world is turned upside down in more ways than one
when she meets her real mother, and finds out what has happened to
The Squealer. What exactly is going on with Batgirl? Who are the
mysterious hooded figures?

Plots thicken and the final member of The New Outsiders is
revealed! A new threat is revealed! All this and a battle royal
between Manhunter and Huntress!



	


New
Outsiders #22 (2007)
New Outsiders: Red or Black.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

Roulette is back! Huntress and Black Canary face off against
their mentors in a battle for Batgirl's life. Kate Spencer comes to
a very big crossroad in hers, and Grace stumbles upon some
unexpected help from a very unexpected hero.



	


New
Outsiders #23 (2007)
New Outsiders: Breaking the Rules.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE

As Black Canary and Huntress fight for their lives as well as
the life of Batgirl, help is about to come from three very
different heroes... in fact you could even call them...
outsiders.



	


Detective
Comics #26 (2008)
Detective Comics: When One Door Closes...

The thrilling conclusion as Batman faces off with Two-Face for
the first time! Tim learns the full truth about his father and his
mother. And the fate of Black Mask and The Penguin! With an ending
that will... well... you'll see!



	


Detective
Comics #27 (2008)
Detective Comics: The Remains.

Bruce Wayne is the main focus of this issue as he deals with the
newest member of his household, the news that the Clown Prince of
Crime has become a... mob boss??? And with Vicki Vale gone he finds
a new companion by the name of-- Selina Kyle.

All this and the fate of the Penguin!!!



	


Detective
Comics #28 (2008)
Detective Comics: In the Still of the Night.

Batman finds that control over his city is slipping away from
him as Gotham's underworld continues to be flipped upside down, and
unbelievable alliances are being made. But who's pulling the
strings?



	


Detective
Comics #29 (2008)
Detective Comics: Walking the Line.

As things begin to go from worse to critical in Gotham, Batman
reluctantly turns to help from the most unlikely of sources. But
just how far will the Dark Knight go to bring down one of his
greatest enemies?

Plus, The Demon loses his most powerful pawn, and all of Gotham
may pay the price!



	


Detective
Comics #30 (2008)
Detective Comics: The Punchline.

The Joker has been used... and he's not happy! The battle
between Batman and The Demon may be for nothing, if The Joker has
his way! A double sized explosive issue that will end as all Joker
tales end... in death and destruction!



	


Detective
Comics #31 (2008)
Detective Comics: Beneath the Rubble.

After The Joker's massive destruction, Gotham City is under
Martial Law! Villains and mob bosses are making last ditch efforts
to solidify their positions, and James Gordon must stand alone
against one of his former friends and allies.



	


Detective
Comics #32 (2008)
Detective Comics: Cape and Cowl.

This is it, folks! Tim Drake puts on the mask, the cape, the
uniform! His first official appearance as Robin, the new Boy
Wonder! Just don't let Alfred and Dick find out...

Guest Starring: The New Outsiders' Batwoman!



	


Teen
Titans Annual #1 (2008)
Teen Titans Annual: Thicker than Water.

A picnic between Nightwing and Starfire on a sunny New York
afternoon turns into a nightmare as some very familiar aliens
appear to take their Princess, and Kory and The Titans come face to
face with Starfire's sister!



	


Teen
Titans West #1 (2008)
Teen Titans West: I Left My Heart...

Not seen since the Teen Titans Annual #1; Bumblebee, Risk,
Golden Eagle, and Speedy are now joined in San Francisco by Omen,
Hawk & Dove, and Aqualad as a new chapter in the history of the
Teen Titans begins.

An adventure that will reveal not only the origin of at least
one member of this new team, but also change the life of someone
else in the DC2 Universe!



	


Teen
Titans West #2 (2008)
Teen Titans West: United We Stand.

Continuing where it left off, the team of heroes continue to
battle the creature in the San Francisco Bay, and all seems lost...
that is until Golden Eagle and Aqualad show up to help save the
day!



	


Action
Comics #39 (2009)
Action Comics: Kon-El, Part Three

There's a new, and younger, Superman up for bid, but which
insane genius will get his hands on him? Lex Luthor? Dr. Ivo? Dr.
Sivana? Or will Superman, Supergirl, Captain Marvel, and Mary
Marvel be able to stop this potential weapon from falling into the
wrong hands?



	


Action
Comics #40 (2009)
Action Comics: Kon-El, Part Four

This is it! The conclusion to DC2's first appearance of
Superboy! Featuring: Dr. Ivo, Amazo, Captain Marvel, Supergirl,
Lois Lane, Lex Luthor, Dr. Xadu, and uhhh, oh yeah... Superboy!



	


Rogues
Gallery #16 (2009)
Rogues Gallery: ?

He knows not who he is, or where he came from. Fragmented
memories envelope him, but only to the point of confusion. A scar
that he does not know how he received is his only clue to his past.
He is an enigma wrapped in a mystery, and he's about to be...
reborn!



	


Wonder Woman
#35 (2009)
Wonder Woman: A Parting Gift, Part One (of Two).

The Gods are gone, but for Diana, there is still one more little
detail that has been left behind. Wonder Woman is in for the
surprise of her life - possibly a very short life!



	


Wonder Woman
#36 (2009)
Wonder Woman: A Parting Gift, Part Two (of Two).

Who is Cassandra Sandsmark and why does she want to kill Wonder
Woman? Who is Dr. Doris Zuel and why does she want Cassandra so
badly? Join us for the conclusion to the story that introduces not
one, not two, but three new characters to the DC2!



	


Teen
Titans West #3 (2009)
Teen Titans West: The Enemy of My Friend.

What is Speedy's mission for Checkmate? This issue reveals that,
as well as the nemesis that the TTW are up against! And if that's
not enough, there's a revelation that will have lasting effects for
two major DC2 characters!



	


Teen
Titans West #4 (2009)
Teen Titans West: When Doves Cry.

The Thanagarians and the Rannians battle over the city of San
Francisco while the Teen Titans West (with the help of Katar Hol,
Cyborg, and Starfire) try to stop the plans of Kanjar Ro. By the
time this issue is over, a shocking revelation will rip apart two
members of this non-group group!



	


Teen
Titans West #5 (2009)
Teen Titans West: And Away We Go.

The stunning (and really long-awaited) conclusion to the first
arc of the West Coast Titans! Hawkman and Golden Eagle have just
discovered they're brothers; but will they embrace as family?

And the machinations of Kanjar Ro and Byth come to a head! Will
The Titans West survive their first adventure together!



	


The
Flash #36 (2010)
The Flash: Impulse Control.

With the historic first meeting of Tim Drake, Conner Kent and
Cassie Sandsmark having happened during the holidays, it's no
surprise that Bart Allen would finally appear in the DC2. But it
may come as a surprise when we reveal just how long he's been
here...
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