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This is a short series of messages I brought on the subject of
prayer. I trust that they might be a blessing to you.

 

Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. As you read, I would ask that you
would first of all forgive me for those typographical and
grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. These pages were
originally written as sermon notes and, during the writing process
I take little care to correct spelling and other errors. I have
also developed my own style of preparation that seems to work well
for me to use as I preach from the pulpit. Secondly I would ask
that, should you find the book is helpful to you, or if you have
questions you would like to ask me, that you feel free to contact
me. My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.

 

You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:

www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College

www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/

To order my book, 
Upon This Rock, Kindle edition, click on the link








Chapter 1
Our Prayer Hearing God


Psalm 65.2

 

 

Prayer is communication with an almighty God.

 

There would be no reason to pray if God did not exist

And there would be little use in prayer if God were not able to
hear and answer prayer.

 

That we pray and what we pray says a great deal about what we
believe about the person of God.

 

And what we believe about God will impact how we pray to
God.

 

I just have three simple points for us tonight

I. CREATION TEACHES US THAT GOD ANSWERS
PRAYER

Ps 104:14-15

He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and
herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth food out of
the earth;

And wine that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil
to make his face to shine, and bread which strengtheneth man's
heart. (KJV)

 

When I read this passage I immediately thought of another
passage,

Matt 6:8

….: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need
of, before ye ask him. (KJV)

 

Isn’t it something?

 

God, knows what we need before we know what we need and He has
already, in many cases, answered that need!

 

A. God has made


           
The rain to feed the grass


           
That feeds the cattle


           
That feed men!

 

The food chain was created before the foundations of the world
in such a way that all that we need for food is provided.

 

Have you ever eaten something some many times that you didn’t
think you could ever eat it again?

 

My father in law grew up on a small farm in Oregon during the
depression.  His dad raised chickens so the during those
years, they ate chicken for just about every meal.

 

That has been decades ago AND HE STILL DOESN’T LIKE CHICKEN!

 

But God took care of that.

 

He gave us more than just poultry for
our meats.


	He gave us pork

	He gave us beef

	He gave us fish and

	He gave us shellfish



 

But He didn’t end there.


	He gave us vegetables

	He gave us grains and

	He gave us fruit



 

And He didn’t even stop there!


	He gave us berries

	He gave us legumes

	He gave us nuts

	He gave us tubers and

	He gave us herbs



 

And if that were not enough,

He gave us seasonings to alter the taste of our foods

He taught us a dozen different ways to prepare our foods

 

God is so good to us in giving us what we need and more!

 

B. God has made


           
The wood that turn to coal


           
The dinosaur that turned to oil


           
And both turn to heat to warm the man

 

Seems like every time we turn around we discover than God has
given us just what we need to stay warm.

 

People are always worried that our natural resources are going
to run out.

 

But it seems like whenever we get worried about one resource,
God shows us another.

When wood looked like it would grow
scarce


	God showed us the coal

	Then He showed us the oil

	Then He showed us the turbo power the
rivers

	Then He showed us how to split atoms
and make heat out of that.



 

If man has a need, God has already provided the answer for
it!

 

C. God has made


	Electricity to light our nights

	Petroleum to fuel our transportation

	Metals to construct our tools

	Medicines to cure our ills

	Coffee to keep us alert and even

	Sugar to keep us sweet!



 

I am just saying that the creation teaches us that God wants to
answer our prayers.

 

So much so that many of those things we would pray for have
already been provided in His creation before the foundations of the
world

 

Secondly,

II. HIS NATURE ASSURES US THAT GOD ANSWERS
PRAYER

Jer 33:2-3

Thus saith the LORD the maker thereof, the LORD that
formed it, to establish it; the LORD is his name;

Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee
great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.
(KJV)

 

This passage tell us two things


	It tells us that God is the maker and

	It tells us if we call on God He will hear.



 

So the nature of God and prayer are linked together.

 

In fact Hebrews 11:6 says that he that cometh to God
must believe that He sis and that He is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek Him.

 

Whenever we pray we are saying something about the nature of
God.

 

When we pray we assert

A. That He is a saving God.

Because it is through prayer that we are saved

 

Romans 10:13

Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved

 

B. That He is a forgiving God

Because our sins had separated us from God but through prayer we
have been forgiven

 

1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness

 

C. That He is a merciful God

God’s mercies are new every morning

 

And we need them every day!

 

D. That He is a gracious God

Because we are asking Him to give us things we do not deserve
but that He is willing to give anyway.

 

E. That He is a powerful God

Because we ask for things that could not possibly come without
His power.

 

G. That He is an all knowing God

Because we expect that He can hear us while He hears the prayers
of countless others

 

H. That He is an all wise God

Because we trust Him to give us what is best and not just what
we want.

 

I. That He is a living God

Because we believe He can hear our prayers.  An idol could
not.

 

Thirdly,

III. THE BIBLE SHOWS US THAT GOD ANSWERS
PRAYER

Search the Scriptures and you will find one illustration after
the other of men and women who called out to God and He heard and
answered their prayers!

 

A. God heard the prayer of Abraham and delivered Lot out
of Sodom and Gomorrah!

Genesis 18:17-33

What a story of answered prayer that is!

 

God’s love for Abraham is such that He won’t even destroy the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah without telling Abraham.

But Abraham has loved ones in Sodom and Gomorrah so he began to
ask the Lord to spare the place.

 

His desire was not only that Lot would be rescued, but that God
would save the cities and everyone in them.

 

He knew God was right that the people there were wicked.

But he also knew that Lot was there and Lot might have gotten
some folks to follow the Lord with him.

 

He started out asking God if he would spare the place if there
were 50 righteous souls there.

He ended by talking God down to just ten righteous in the
city!

 

And God answered yes every time!

 

B. God heard the prayer of Israel when they cried out in
Egypt

Exod 3:7-8

And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction
of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason
of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;

And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand
of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good
land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey;
….(KJV)

 

Israel wasn’t always as right with God as they should have
been.

 

And they will prove in their history that they can tend to
wonder away from God as much as anyone.

 

But when they were suffering and they cried out to God.

He heard their prayers and set Moses to deliver them!

 

C. God heard the prayer of Elijah first for a drought
and then for rain.

James 5:17-18

Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are,
and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not
on the earth by the space of three years and six
months.

And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and
the earth brought forth her fruit. (KJV)

 

That is changing your mind and God still answered!

 

All through the Bible you’ll find people praying and God
answering!

 


	Jabez prayed that God would bless him and God
answered

	The woman of Canaan prayed for her daughter and God
answered

	The Roman centurion prayed for his servant and God
answered

	The Publican in the temple prayed for mercy and God
answered

	The dying thief prayed for salvation and God
answered

	The church in the upper room prayed for power and God
answered



 

The Bible shows us that God answers prayer!

 

Every time we bow to pray we are saying something about God.

 


	We are saying we believe He is and

	We are saying we believe He hears and answers.



 

Prayer is not only a tool to get what we need for life on this
planet.

Prayer is a testimony to the world about our God.

 

So since God hears and answers prayer

Let us pray.










Chapter 2 Ye
Ask Not


James 4:2

 

One of the problems I think we have in today’s Christianity is
that we don’t really believe the Bible.

 

We say we believe it in theory

But in practice, and when it comes down to nuts and bolts,

 

I am not so sure we believe it enough to stake our reputations
upon it.

 

For that reason much of our prayer life is more of an exercise
in religious rhetoric rather than really approaching the thrown of
grace.

 

We use prayer as a matter of tool to quiet our minds than a
means of communicating our real needs to a living, personal
God.

 

We pray, so often, about things of no real import.

 

And I believe we do it because we don’t really believe God
answers prayer anyway!

 

God says, “Ye have not, because ye ask
not.”

 

I wonder if we really believe that!

 

Because I think, if we really did believe that we would ask a
lot more!

 

Now, the phrase is set in a negative mount

But I will try my best to preach it in a positive frame of
mind.

 

I believe God!

So I believe that if the Bible says, we have not because we ask
not, then if we will ask, we will have!

 

I. IF WE WILL ASK, WE WILL HAVE ANSWERS!

I Jn 5:14-15

And this is the confidence that we have in him,
that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth
us:

And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask,
we know that we have the petitions that we desired of
him. (KJV)

 

I am sure I will get to a message about the “in His
will” part later on.

 

I just want you to see right hear that, when He hears, He
answers!

 

A. When you need bread – He answers

Matt 6:11

Give us this day our daily bread.
(KJV)

 

God told us that He wants to meet our daily need for bread – for
food and clothing.

 

I like how Luke reads it

 

Luke 11:3

Give us day by day our daily bread.
(KJV)

 

It is so wonderful to see God answer the prayers of His people
when they pray for the simple day-to-day things.

 

I ask God for things like parking spots in a busy lot and I
don’t think there is anything that tickles me more than getting
answers to those simple things!

 

The Psalmist said

Ps 37:25

I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging
bread. (KJV)

 

I have only been a Christian about 25 years.

But I will say “Amen” to David!

 

God is so good to His people.

He cares and provides and blesses

 

If we will ask He will answer for those daily things!

 

B. When you need health- He answers

Jer 30:17

For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal
thee of thy wounds, saith the LORD; because they called thee an
Outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man seeketh
after. (KJV)

 

I don’t want to sound like I am a health wealth and prosperity
preacher.

 


	I understand that God does not have to heal everybody.

	I understand that some folks are sick for good reasons:



Some of those reasons are for the glory of God

 

But I also know that God can and will heal if we will ask!

 

The other night our news channel told about a church that was
having prayer services for couples who were having difficulty
having a baby.

 

My boys thought that was a funny thing to do

 

But I told them that John R Rice was nearly famous for praying
for women to get pregnant.

 

Dr. Rice, held ladies conferences he called “Ladies’
Jubilees” all over the country.

It was his custom that, sometime during the conference
he would invite all of the women who wanted to have a baby but were
having difficulty conceiving to stand and he would pray for
them.

 

In Dr. Rice’s later years, he often became confused
about where he was and what he was doing.

 

They say that at the close of one ladies’ conference he
had all of the women to stand as he was going to dismiss in
prayer.

 

He forgot what he was doing and began begging God to
make every woman standing pregnant.

 

And they say women all over the auditorium began falling
into their chairs as quickly as they could!

 

They believed God would answer Dr Rice’s prayer!

 

God does not have to answer prayers for health.

 

But He would most likely answer more of them if we prayed more
for it!

 

C. When you need work – He answers

Ps 75:6-7

For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from
the west, nor from the south.

But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and
setteth up another. (KJV)

 


	You need work?

	You need a promotion?

	You need a raise?



 

Ye have not because ye ask not!

 

D. When you need when you have problems – He
answers

 

This is what God does!

 

No,


	He is not a magical box that opens whenever we need something
and out pops our desire.



 


	He is not a Genie who comes every time we rub the lamb and
says, “Your wish is my command.”



 

But God does say time and time again in the pages of His Word to
us that He wants to answer our prayers!

 

And He does scold us in James 4:2

“Ye have not because ye ask not!”

 

Number two,

II. IF WE WILL ASK, WE WILL HAVE JOY

John 16:24

Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and
ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.
(KJV)

 

Christians ought to be a happy people, don’t you agree?

 

I can’t understand how a person can


	Know his sins are forgiven

	Know that God loves him

	Know that he will go to heaven not hell



 

And not be happy about it!

 

This verse says if ye ask you can receive and your joy will be
full.

 

It does not necessarily say when ye ask for joy.

It says when ye ask for anything in His name, you will receive
and your joy will be full.

 

Illustration:

There is something fun about receiving things isn’t there?

 

It often times doesn’t matter what we get or why,

It is just fun to get things!

 

Used to be there was a family who had two boys just a little
older than our two.

 

On a pretty regular basis the mom would give Anita a garbage bag
filled with clothing her boys had out grown.

 

It was like Christmas for boys every time we got a sack like
that from them!

 

God says, if we will pray, we will receive and in the receiving
we will have joy!

 

But, “ye have not because ye ask
not”

 

III. IF WE WILL ASK, WE WILL HAVE POWER

Luke 11:13

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? (KJV)

 

I am convinced that one of the things we ought to pray for the
most is for the power of the Holy Ghost in our lives.

 

We do not have to pray that God will give us the Holy Ghost.

 

Every Christian already has Him dwelling inside him
permanently.

 

But we do need to pray for the power according to

Acts 1:8

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth. (KJV)

 

It is a Bible practice to pray for the power of the Holy Ghost
upon your life

A. Before Pentecost the disciples prayed for
power

Acts 1:14

These all continued with one accord in prayer and
supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and
with his brethren. (KJV)

 

We know they continued in prayer for 10 days and afterwards will
filled with the Holy Ghost and power to win three thousand people
to the Lord and see them baptized.

 

B. After Pentecost the disciples prayed for power
again

Acts 4:31

And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where
they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with
boldness. (KJV)

 

Just because they had been filled with the power of the Holy
Ghost before Pentecost did not mean they had no need to pray for it
again.

 

This was an ongoing prayer of the disciples of the early
churches.

 

C. The apostles prayed for the believers in Jerusalem to
be filled with the Holy Ghost.

Acts 8:14-16

Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard
that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them
Peter and John:

Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that
they might receive the Holy Ghost:

(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)
(KJV)

 

D. Paul prayed constantly for Christians to be filled
with the power of God

Eph 1:15-19

Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the
Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints,

Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of
you in my prayers;

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of him:

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened;
that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the
saints,

And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to
us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty
power, (KJV)

 

It should be one of the Christian’s most oft prayed requests
that they, their pastor, and the people of their church be filled
with the power of God.

 

If we are seeing fewer mighty things done by God today

 

I am convinced

We have not because we ask not

 

IV. IF WE WILL ASK, WE WILL HAVE PEACE

James 4:1-2

From whence come wars and fightings among you? come
they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your
members?

Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have,
and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye
ask not. (KJV)

 

When I refer to peace I am not speaking about world peace,
although it is true that we do not have that because we do not pray
for it either.

 

I am speaking about peace in the soul.

I am speaking about the peace of God which passeth all
understanding.

 

Phil 4:6-7

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
unto God.

And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus. (KJV)

 


	The reason why people are tied up in knots
inside.

	The reason why we cannot be content

	The reason why we fight at home

	The reason why we fight with our children

	The reason why we are angry at work and

	The reason why we are upset at our church



 

Is because we expect people to take care of us, not God!

 

Ye have not because ye ask not

 

V. IF WE WILL ASK, WE WILL HAVE REVIVAL

2 Chr 7:14

If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin, and will heal their land. (KJV)

 

I love our country.

 

I am proud of our nation’s history of worldwide benevolence

I am honored by our nation’s Christian heritage

 

I think it is still the best nation on the face of the
planet.

 

I doubt that even Israel, in the height of her glory, compared
to the United States of America.

 

But I am sickened by some of the things going on in our land
these days.

 


	I am sickened that we have legalized abortion and
outlawed prayer

	I am sickened that we give special rights to the
homosexual community, but take rights away from the Christian
community.

	I am sickened that we are more concerned for the
welfare of the al Quida fighters on Guantanamo Bay than we are for
the cause of lost souls around our world.



 

America is a post Christian nation.

 


	We are teaching 7th graders the tenets of Islam in
our public schools

	But we ban Christian children from even bringing a Bible into
the classroom!



 

We need revival!

 

And we have not because we ask not

 

What a friend we have in
Jesus,

All our sins and griefs
to bear!

What a privilege to carry

Everything to God in
Prayer!

Oh, what peace we often forfeit;

Oh, what needless pain we bear

All because we do not
carry

Everything to God in
prayer!

WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS

hymn by Joseph Scriven, music by
Charles Converse

 










Chapter 3
Keep Asking


Luke 11:5-13

And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a
friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him,
Friend, lend me three loaves;

For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me,
and I have nothing to set before him?

And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me
not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I
cannot rise and give thee.

I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give
him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he
will rise and give him as many as he needeth.

And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you.

For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened.

If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a
father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for
a fish give him a serpent?

Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a
scorpion?

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? (KJV)

 

Matthew 7:9 says the Father gives “good
things” to them that ask Him.

 

The Bible says, in Isaiah 55:5, that our ways are not God’s
ways.

 

Often times, those things that we think would be wrong turn out
to be right and those things that we think are right turn out to be
wrong.

 

So God finds Himself in this constant work of reconfiguring our
ways.

 

Nowhere is that more true than in is in prayer.

 

I speak in this message on "Ask and keep asking."

 

We teach our children just the opposite of this truth of
effective prayer.

 

We teach our children not to ask and ask and ask.

 

We teach them that once is enough.

That if I say “NO” I mean no and I don’t want to be bothered
again.

 

God teaches us in the Bible that He wants us to do just the
opposite in our prayer life.

 

He wants us to ask and keep asking.

 

The principle of asking and asking again is taught to us by the
Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

 

In terms that are nearly impossible to misunderstand, and in
direct connection with His teaching them to pray; we find four main
points (and I will add a fifth for good measure.)

 

I. ASKING ILLUSTRATED

Luke 11:5-8

 

This is a hypothetical story, but it is certainly a plausible
one.

 

And it is a situation that would have happened over and over in
their culture, so much so that everyone who heard Jesus use this
illustration had “been there.” And “done that.”

 

In those days the family would all sleep together in one
bed.

 

And in that culture, when a guest came to your house, you had to
feed them!

 

So a man has a guest come to his home late at night.

But he finds himself embarrassingly out of food.

 

Culture dictates that he has to feed this friend.

So much so that he would rather risk offending his neighbor by
waking him up than to let his guest go without.

 

So he goes to the neighbor’s home and asks bread.

The answer is “NO.”

 

But any self respecting child knows that “No” doesn’t always
mean “NO!”

 

So he asks again.


	And maybe even again

	And maybe even again!



 

And the Bible says that while the neighbor would not get up and
give him bread because of his friendship with him, yet because of
his importunity, he will arise and give him as much as he
needs!

 

The word translated importunity means

“SHAMELESSNESS”

 

Webster’s 1828 dictionary calls it “troublesome
frequency.”

 

And the Bible says this is exactly how we ought to pray to our
Heavenly Father!

 

God just says the way to get prayers answered in by shameless,
troublesome, frequent ASKING!

 

Point two

II. ASKING INSTRUCTED

Luke 11:9

 

I am going to borrow something I learned long ago from Dr. John
R Rice on prayer.

 

He said that the structure of this passage teaches us to


	Ask and Ask and Ask and Ask and

	Seek and seek and seek and seek and

	Knock and knock and knock and knock.



 

It means


	Ask and keep on asking

	Seek and keep on seeking

	Knock and keep on knocking.



 

The term ask is in reference to a lesser asking
a request of a greater in position, authority or possession

 

Like


	A child asking from his parents

	A subject asking from the king or

	A man asking from God



 

The term seek means to “strive after”

It refers to


	Fervency,

	Effort,

	Work at prayer



 

The term knock means “to strike at or rap
upon.”

It just means persistency.

When you knock on a door

You always rap it more than once don’t you?

 

Thirdly let me show you

III. ASKING APPROVED

Luke 11:10

 

…. No soul can pray in vain that prays as directed above.
[Asking seeking and knocking]  The truth and
faithfulness of the Lord Jesus are pledged for its success.


	Ye SHALL receive

	Ye SHALL find

	It SHALL be opened. 



These words are as strongly binding on the side of God, as “thou
shalt do no murder” is on the side of man.

Bring Christ's word, and Christ's sacrifice with thee, and not
one of Heaven's blessings can be denied thee.

Adam Clarke’s Commentary

 

Here is the assurance that when we ask and keep asking, God is
honored and promises to answer!

 

It is not wrong to pray this way. 

It is as right as the Word of God is right!

 

IV. ASKING ENCOURAGED

Luke 11:11-13

 

Matt 7:11

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in
heaven give good things to them that ask him?
(KJV)

 

At this point the Lord give another illustration to show how
natural it is for God to answer our prayers.

 

Just as a father gives his children those things they desire, if
it is at all within their means, everything is within our Heavenly
Father’s means and He will not withhold any good thing if we will
but ask and keep asking!

 

V. ASKING APPLIED

James 5:16-18

Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for
another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much.

Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are,
and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not
on the earth by the space of three years and six
months.

And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and
the earth brought forth her fruit.  (KJV)

 

Elijah is given here as an example of a man righteous man who
practiced effectual and fervent prayer.

 

But the passage almost makes it sound like he just asked God
once and the heavens were opened.

 

Actually that is not how the story goes!

Let’s read it in

 

1 Kings 18:41-45

 

 

Here is what happened;

 

Elijah PRAYED and prayed and prayed

 

And kept on praying!

 

Most of us don't get our prayers answered because we quit too
soon.

 


	We pray

	Or we pray and pray.

	Or if we are REALLY spiritual we will pray and pray and
pray.



 

But Elijah got his prayer answered because he


	Prayed and

	Prayed and

	Prayed and

	Prayed and

	Prayed and

	Prayed and

	Prayed!



 

I picture Elijah and his servant on the side of the hill - not
quite to the top, because the servant went up toward the sea.

 

He prayed and told his servant to go took for some clouds -
nothing                                    

 

He prayed again and told him to go look for, clouds -
nothing

 

Six times he prayed and told the servant to, look for clouds -
NOTHING OUT THERE!

 

I figure about the sixth time, Elijah has some PRAYER SUPPORT
from his
servant!                      

 

 (“Oh Lord PLEASE let there be a cloud!”)

 

But then, BE PRAYED THE SEVENTH TIME, and the servant came back
to report a cloud!

 

Hey!


	No wonder we haven’t gotten many prayers answered!

	No wonder we wonder where God is

	No wonder we don’t see so many souls saved

	No wonder we struggle over our sins

	No wonder our families just barely hang together

	No wonder our country is falling apart



 

While we are praying these pious simple sweet little prayers
trying to make sure we get in enough “thee’s and thou’s.” and

Hoping to impress God with our knowledge of the Bible in
prayer.

 

Ask and keep on asking!

 

 










Chapter 4
Praying in the Will of God


I John 5:14-15

And this is the confidence that we have in him,
that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth
us:

And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask,
we know that we have the petitions that we desired of
him. (KJV)

 

I want to speak on one of the conditions of answered
prayer

 

HOW TO PRAY IN THE WILL OF
GOD

 

I. GET TO KNOW GOD SO YOU KNOW HIS WILL

John 15:15

Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant
knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for
all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto
you. (KJV)

 

Ps 37:4

Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give
thee the desires of thine heart. (KJV)

 

So many Christians wrestle knowing the will of God. It comes
down to this, you can never know His will until you know Him!

 

I am not simply speaking about knowing Him as Saviour.

 

I am speaking about


	Knowing Him intimately.

	Knowing Him personally

	Knowing Him closely



Praying according to God’s will is not figuring out how to get
God to give you what you want.

 

Praying according to God’s will if figuring out what it is that
God’s wants for you and praying for that!

 

It is not that if you will delight in the Lord he will give you
what you desire.

It is that if you delight in the Lord He will give you what you
ought to desire!

 

In order for us to pray according to His will we must

A. Submit to the Father

Remember how Jesus taught to disciples to pray

“Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done one earth as it is in heaven”  ?

Matthew 6:9-10

 

That is a statement of submission.

 

Just as a child is subject to his or her father.

 

We ought to be in submission to our heavenly Father.

 

We ought to want what He wants!

 

And when we want what He wants we will know how to pray
according to His will.

 

In order to pray according to His will we must

B. Surrender to His will

Luke 22:42

Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup
from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be
done. (KJV)

 

Are you like me?

 

Are there times when you know what God wants but you want
something else anyway?

 

In order to pray according to the will of God

 

We have to do as Jesus did and surrender our wills to the
Father’s.

 

There are times when you will be in prayer and God will tell you
that He does not desire you to have that thing for which you are
praying.

 

The right thing to do is to stop praying for it

AND STOP DESIRING IT!

 

Our heart’s desire should be the words of this wonderful
song

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have
Thine own way!

Thou art the Potter, I am the clay.

Mold me and make me after Thy will,

While I am waiting, yielded and still.

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have
Thine own way!

Search me and try me, Master, today!

Whiter than snow, Lord, wash me just now,

As in Thy presence humbly I bow.

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have
Thine own way!

Wounded and weary, help me, I pray!

Power, all power, surely is Thine!

Touch me and heal me, Savior divine.

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have
Thine own way!

Hold o’er my being absolute sway!

Fill with Thy Spirit ’till all shall see

Christ only, always, living in me.

Music and words by, George Stebbins/
and Adelaide Pollard

Thirdly, in order to pray according to the will of God we must
be,

C. Sold out to His cause

James 4:2-3

Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have,
and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye
ask not.

Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that
ye may consume it upon your lusts. (KJV)

 

If the Bible is true at all

It is true that we can ask of our Father and receive of Him the
things we ask.

 

But the Bible also says that if we ask amiss, or to consume it
on our own lusts, we will not get what we ask for.

 

Maybe even if it is something God wants us to have!

 

Say you need finances for your home.

That is a worthwhile issue for which to pray.

But if you plan on asking God to provide for your house payment
so you can spend money you earn on worldly things.

 

You’ve got to get to know God so you can know God’s will.

 

 

Secondly,

II. GET TO KNOW GOD’S WORD SO YOU KNOW HIS
WILL

John 15:7

If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto
you. (KJV)

 

Jack Hyles says that God’s will is divided into two classes:


	The revealed will of God and

	The secret will of God.



Jack Hyles, Exploring Prayer with Jack
Hyles , Pg 112

 

The revealed will of God is what is found in the Bible.

The secret will of God is that which is His personal plan for
each individual.

 

He then says that when we get to know the revealed will (in the
Bible) God will open to us more and more of the secret will of
God.

 

I don’t think there is any question that that he is right
on!

 

How can we expect God to show us that which is more intimate and
personal if we refuse to find out what is His revealed and general
will for all of us?

 

So knowing our Bibles is MORE THAN AN OPTION for the Christian
who wants answers to prayer! 

 

It is how we know how to pray according to the will of God.

A. Read it through

I am not much for using a Scripture reading chart and that type
of thing.

 

I also have little use for the idea of reading it through once a
year.

 

I don’t know that it is important to read so many chapters a day
or so many pages a day.

It is too easy to easy it without thinking about it that
way.

 

I just think a Christian ought to read the Bible every day!


	Find a time each day to read it every day

	Find a place to read it every day

	Find the discipline to read it every day



 

If you will read the Bible a half hour every day, even taking
the time to stop and read reread and reconsider a portion, I
promise you, you will make significant progress through your Bible
and you will get to know what it has to say!

 

Next

B. Heed it through

Don’t be just a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer too!

 

As you read the Bible and God teaches you His will through
it.

 

HEED! OBEY! FOLLOW!

 

Not just parts of is.  Heed it all!

 

And then

C. (Let it) Lead you through your prayer

Pray for the things you learn to pray for in the Bible.

 

In order to pray according to God’s will

You have to get to know God so you know His will

You have to get to know the Bible so you know His will and

 

Finally

III. GET TO KNOW GOD’S SPIRIT SO YOU KNOW HIS
WILL

Rom 8:26-27

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities:
for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit
itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be
uttered.

And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the
mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints
according to the will of God. (KJV)

 


	Jesus Christ is the mediator between God and man.



But the Holy Spirit is the communicator between man and God.

 


	Jesus is God, come to reveal Himself to us



The Holy Spirit is God come to let us reveal ourselves to
Him.

 


	The Holy Ghost lives in every child of God.



But not every child of God knows what it means to have the power
of the Holy Ghost on their life.

 

Get to know the Holy Ghost so you can know God’s will.

 

A. Ask for Him

Luke 11:13

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? (KJV)

 

If you want to pray for something God always wants to answer,
pray for the filling of the Holy Spirit upon your life!

 

It is possible to pray for this filling and not receive it
because it is possible to pray for it for your own benefit and not
to glorify God.

 

But it is God’s revealed will that He desires a Christian ask
for and receive the filling of the Holy Spirit!

 

B. Listen to Him

John 16:12-14

I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye
cannot bear them now.

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself;
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew
you things to come.

He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine,
and shall shew it unto you. (KJV)

 

1. Have you ever read a Bible passage one time and it
made no sense to you but then you read it again later and it is
perfectly clear to you?

 

The first time, Jesus didn’t think you were ready for it.

The next time he said it was time for the Holy Spirit to reveal
it to you.

 

2. Then the Holy Spirit can not only reveal God’s Word
to us but He can remind us of what the Bible says.

John 14:26

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto
you. (KJV)

 

Sometimes you will need to know exactly what the Bible says is
the will of God, but you don’t have the opportunity to study it out
in the Bible right then.

 

If you have been a student of God’s Word the Holy Spirit can
remind you of that precious promise in your time of need.

 

3. The Holy Spirit guides us into truth


	Through our study of the Word of God

	Through our hearing the preaching of the Word

	Through our receiving of instruction from believers and

	Through a still small voice



 

Sometimes we are so busy we can’t hear Him.

Other times we are so worldly we will not hear Him.

 

We


	Quench the Spirit

	Resist the Spirit and thereby we

	Grieve the Sprit



 

But if we will be filled with the Spirit we can

C. Pray through Him

1 Cor 14:15

What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I
will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit,
and I will sing with the understanding also.
(KJV)

 

When you pray, pray in dependence upon the Holy Spirit of
God.

 


	Allow Him to lead you in the time of prayer

	Allow Him to burden your heart for the things for which you
pray.

	Allow Him to phrase your prayers and to add the fervency in
your prayer time and

	Allow Him to tell you when it is time to quit your
prayers.



 

In order to pray according to God’s will


	You have to get to know God so you know His will

	You have to get to know the Bible so you know His will and

	You have to get to know the Holy Spirit so you know His
will 












Chapter 5
It's OK To Pray


Matthew 6:9-13

 

I want to concentrate your attention just on one verse in
the Lord’s Model Prayer.

 

Vs 11

“Give this day our daily bread.”

 

I want to preach on the subject,

It’s OK to pray!

 

I do not know how many Christians I have met in my years in the
ministry who, with a misguided sense of humility, have refused to
pray for material things.

 


	I have met them who have bragged on a car they own, but have
said that they didn’t pray for it, implying to me that they thought
it would be inappropriate to ask God for a vehicle.



 


	I have met them that feel like it would be offensive to God for
them to bring before God their personal concerns that were not of
some type of monumental nature.



 

I am here to tell you

 

IT’S OK TO PRAY!

It is OK pray for your daily bread!

 


	It is right to pray for souls to be saved



But it is still ok to pray for daily bread

 


	It is right to pray for world leaders



But it is still OK to pray for daily bread

 


	It is right to pray for Holy Ghost power



But it is still OK to pray for daily bread

 


	It is right to pray for understand of the Bible



But it is still OK to pray for daily bread.

 

When James said that we ask amiss when we ask that we may
consume it on our own lusts.

 

He was not saying we should not pray for our own daily and
necessary provisions!

 


	It is possible to pray for a car and not to pray to consume it
on your own lusts

	It is possible to pray for a home in which to live and not to
pray to consume it on your own lusts.

	It is possible to pray for a job and not to pray to consume it
on your own lusts.



 

IT IS OK TO PRAY!

 

In fact, in the Lord’s model prayer, prayer for daily needs is
THE FIRST THING HE TEACHES US TO PRAY FOR!

 

IT IS OK TO PRAY FOR DAILY BREAD!

 

Point number one,

I. A PLAIN TEACHING FROM JESUS – OK TO PRAY

Again read with me Matthew 6:9-11

 

After this manner therefore pray ye……… Give us this
day our daily bread.

 

I know what we do.

 

We think that since the Bible says that we ask amiss when we ask
to consume it on our own lusts, that means we can’t pray for
anything for personal use.

 

But if that is true then explain to me what Jesus meant when He
told us to pray,

Give us this day our daily bread.

 

The context of the passage indicates that God is interested in
our praying for and His providing for all our necessary things.

 

A. Treasures

Vs 19-21

Means the things you store up.

 

Material blessings are implied. 

 

 

B. Mammon

Vs 24

 

This is money

 

 

C. Food, Drink and Clothing

Vs 25

 

 

D. Stature

Vs 27

Social standing or regard.

 

Standard of living – job

 

The lesson in all of this is not that these things are not
important but that GOD is the one who concerns Himself for those
things for us.

 

Ours, according to vs 33 is to seek first His kingdom

God’s is to make sure all these things are added unto us.

 

We are only consuming it on our own lusts when we seek them
BEFORE we seek the advance of the kingdom of God!

 

It is the plain teaching of Jesus, it is OK to pray for our
necessary things!

 

II. A PROPHET’S EXAMPLE – OK TO PRAY

1 Kings 17:1-6

 

God sent a drought as judgment on the land.

And He even sent it by way of the prophet Elijah.

 

Yet Elijah has to suffer from the drought too!

 

I think we are seeing some of that right now in America.

God has judged us.

 


	Our economy is hurting

	Our judicial system is overwhelmed

	Our school systems are ungodly



 

And we as believers are not impervious to these troubles.

We ARE in the world and we are suffering through the same trials
the worldlings are.

 

But notice, GOD did take care of Elijah through two unique
means:

A. Fed of the Ravens!

 

I love this story.

 

Now, notice first off that this would have still been a major
change of lifestyle for him.

 

He is not escaping the consequences of the judgment.

 

But he is being cared for through the judgment.

 

And I think God is caring for him really well.

 

He is given bread and flesh

THAT’S A SANDWICH.

 

Somebody said the Earl of Sandwich invented sandwiches. Who by
the way was the head of the British Navy against the Americans
during the Revolution!

 

John Montagu (1718—1792), The Fourth Earl of Sandwich, was First
Lord of the Admiralty under both Henry Pelham and Lord North
(1748—51, 1771—82). He was also known as “Jemmy Twitcher”, a
nickname given by alleged association with pirates. He was a
notorious gambling man who would often go from pub to pub in London
on gambling marathons. To satisfy his hunger, while continuing to
gamble, he would order slices of meat between two pieces of bread.
In 1762, this combination became known as “the sandwich”.In 1827,
the sandwich was introduced to America in a cookbook by Elizabeth
Leslie. A recipe for ham sandwiches was suggested as a main dish.
The sandwich became very popular in the American diet when soft
white bread was introduced in the early 1900’s. The sandwich of
today provides us with a simplistic, filling meal that is within a
sensible price range.

http://www.landshire.com/sandhist.htm

 

That isn’t true.

God invented them right here in this text!

 



And he gave the sandwiches to him by the ravens.

Which are


	A scripturally unclean bird and

	A naturally selfish bird



 

And yet they took care of the man of God.

 

Ravens remind of the people of this world.

In many ways


	They are unclean and immoral and usually

	They are selfish



 

But even in the midst of these Ravens, THE CHRISTIAN CAN BE
ASSURED THAT GOD WILL SEE TO IT HIS OWN ARE PROVIDED FOR!

 

If God would send the ravens to give sandwiches to Elijah,

IT IS OK TO PRAY

 

B. The widow’s barrel

Vs 7-14

 

In this case God uses a widow’s empty barrel to feed the
preacher and this poor family for “many days”

 

Some people say up to two full years!

 

Listen, if God would do this to make sure Elijah and the poor
widow are fed

 

Don’t you think it is OK for you to PRAY?

 

The plain instruction- it is ok to pray

The prophet’s example- it is ok to pray

 

Finally

III. THE PEOPLE’S BLESSING – OK TO PRAY

 

I will not take much time on this point.

 

I just want to remind you that many of the miracles of God were
miracles that provided for people’s physical needs.

 

A. God did a miracle so that Jacob could build a herd of
sheep

 

B. God did a miracle so that Israel’s shoes would not
wear out

 

C. God did a miracle so that there was wine at the
wedding in Cana

 

D. God did a miracle so that thousands of people could
be fed

 

E. God did a miracle so Peter could get money from a
fish’s mouth.

 

God is very interested in meeting the daily physical needs of
people just like you and me.

 

And if it is His desire to meet these needs

 

THEN IT IS OK TO PRAY FOR THEM!

 

IT IS OK TO PRAY

 

 










Chapter 6
Doors To Answered Prayer


Outline originally from Dr Bob Gray,
Longview, TX

John 15:7

If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto
you. (KJV)

 

I want to speak on the subject.

Doors to answered prayer.

 

I sometimes think we have a wrong view about God and prayer.

 

I think we think God is “hoarding” all of these wonderful things
from us and it is up to us to figure out a way to wrest them from
Him.

 

That is, I believe, just the opposite of the fact.


	God wants to bless us with answers to prayer.

	God wants to open the windows of heaven and pour out upon us
His blessings



 


	God wants to meet our needs

	God wants to grant our requests

	God wants to bless us without measure



 


	God is not hoarding in His blessings

	God is holding out His blessings



 

And if we will but seek Him, He will answer!

 

What I want to show you tonight are five doors to answered and
then I want to end by giving you the key to opening those
doors.

 

God wants to answer our prayers so badly that He has provided
several ways for us to get answers to prayer.

 

The doors to answered prayer are not like the ones on Monty
Hall’s “Let’s Make a Deal.”

 

It is not that if we pick the wrong door we get the blooper and
only if we are fortunate enough to pick the right one do we get the
real blessing

 

It is also not that we have to go through all of them to get our
prayers answered,

 

God is so anxious for us to get answers to our prayers that He
has made more than one way to get prayers answered and if one of
them will not work for us, we can always go on to the next until we
find a door we can go through.

 

Door number one tonight is

I. THE DOOR OF FAITH

 

Believing

Matt 21:22

And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,
believing, ye shall receive. (KJV)

 

So one door to answered prayer is believing – faith.

 

God promises us than when we ask believing we will receive the
answer, we will receive the answer.

 

Faith is such a powerful tool for the Christian that the Bible
says in

Mark 9:23

Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all
things are possible to him that believeth. (KJV)

 

In fact, Jesus said

Matt 21:21

Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If
ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is
done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain,
Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be
done. (KJV)

What a powerful tool faith is in the hands of the believer!

 

But Jesus indicated that doubt could be a problem.

 

There have been those times that I went to my knees in prayer
and knew God had answered even before I got off my knees.

 

But there have been other times when that was not the case

 

Sometimes my faith is mixed with a bunch of doubt.

 

So God has given us another door for answered prayer

II. THE DOOR OF IMPORTUNITY

 

Asking

Matt 7:7-8

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened. (KJV)

 

I have preached on this before, this is the door of persistency
shameless begging.

 

It is the door of


	Asking and asking and asking  and

	Knocking and knocking and knocking and

	Seeking and seeking and seeking



Until we finally get what we are asking for.

 

Jesus gave us two good illustrations of how persistent,
importunate, shameless, asking gets answers to prayer

 

A. The parable of the unjust judge

Luke 18:1-7

And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that
men ought always to pray, and not to faint;

Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared
not God, neither regarded man:

And there was a widow in that city; and she came
unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary.

And he would not for a while: but afterward he said
within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard
man;

Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge
her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.

And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge
saith.

And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry
day and night unto him, though he bear long with
them? (KJV)

 

B. The story of the friend needing bread

Luke 11:5-10

And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a
friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him,
Friend, lend me three loaves;

For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me,
and I have nothing to set before him?

And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me
not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I
cannot rise and give thee.

I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give
him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he
will rise and give him as many as he needeth.

And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you.

For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened. (KJV)

 

It is not wrong for us to beg God for answers to prayer!

He wants us to do it!

 

But sometimes we do faint in prayer don’t we?

Sometimes we don’t keep at our prayers like we should.

 

And God wants to answer our prayers even if we aren’t as
persistent in prayer as we ought to be, so He has given us another
door.

 

III. THE DOOR OF COMPANIONSHIP

 

Agreeing

Matt 18:19

Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree
on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be
done for them of my Father which is in heaven.
(KJV)

 

Two hands are stronger than one aren’t they?

 

God likes to see Christians joining together for the cause of
Christ.

 


	He sent the disciples out witnessing two by two

	Paul always traveled in a company

	Where two or three are gathered in His name there Jesus
promises to be in the midst of them



 


	Often times when we are overcome with a sin, getting the
support of another Christian can help us get the victory over
it.



 


	And God says that in the multitude of counselors there is
safety.



 

And God says that if I can find another Christian who has the
same burden that I have concerning a thing, I can join up with them
in prayer and be assured to get the answer.

 

But most of the time what is the burden of my heart might not be
what is the burden of yours.

 

Tonight is a good example of this.

If I were to take a survey and ask each of you to pick out what
you believe is the most pressing prayer request on the list.

 


	Some would find a person in ill health




           
Of those, most would pick different persons

 


	Some would pick out the souls of lost loved ones that need to
be saved



But again, we would each have different ones that we would be
most burdened for.

 


	Some of us would pick out different church ministries



But we all place more or less emphasis on ministries that affect
us

 


	And someone would go through the list and say, “MY REQUEST
ISN’T ON THEIR YET!”



 

So if we can’t find someone who can plead with us in agreement
for a particular think God gives us even more doors to try.

 

IV. THE DOOR OF HUMILITY

 

Fasting

Matt 17:20-21

And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief:
for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder
place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto
you.

Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and
fasting. (KJV)

 

Sometimes the need is so great you just have to get the answer
to the prayer.

 

And if it means going with food that’s what we will do!

Who could eat anyway when the need is pressing?

 

I cannot tell you why God likes us to fast.

I think it has something to do with priorities.

 

When we esteem the things of God more important than our
necessary food, He just likes that.

 

But God has said that there are some things that we can only get
through prayer and fasting.

 

And yet, if that door doesn’t do it for us we still have

V. THE DOOR OF AUTHORITY

 

In Jesus’ Name

John 14:13-14

And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do
it (KJV)

 

I do not know who was the first to say

“If God ordered it, God will pay for
it.”

 

But I am convinced it is the truth.

 

Asking in Jesus name is asking for those things that are ordered
by God.

 

It is like having a signed check.

The signature assures whoever is cashing it that the owner of
the account wishes the check to be cashed.

 

And those things that have Jesus’ signature on them are surely
going to get answered!

 

Again let me say that it is not that we have to do all of them
to get our prayers answered.

 

It is not


	Faith plus

	Importunity plus,

	Companionship plus

	Humility plus

	Authority



 

Any one of those doors opens the way to answered prayer.

 

You just need to find the one that works for you right now!

 

I do have one thing else I want to show you tonight

That is,

VI. THE KEY TO OPEN DOORS

 

Desire

Ps 37:4

Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give
thee the desires of thine heart. (KJV)

 

E. M. Bounds, is famous for writing several books, now classics,
on the subject of prayer. In his book, The Necessity of Prayer, he
devotes one whole chapter to the subject of desire.

 

I want to read to you just a paragraph from the chapter;

DESIRE is not merely a simple wish; it is a deep
seated craving; an intense longing, for attainment. In the realm of
spiritual affairs, it is an important adjunct to prayer. So
important is it, that one might say, almost, that desire is an
absolute essential of prayer. Desire precedes prayer, accompanies
it, is followed by it. Desire goes before prayer, and by it,
created and intensified. ….. The deeper the desire, the stronger
the prayer. Without desire, prayer is a meaningless mumble of
words. Such perfunctory, formal praying, with no heart, no feeling,
no real desire accompanying it, is to be shunned like a pestilence.
Its exercise is a waste of precious time, and from it, no real
blessing accrues.

E.M. Bounds, the Necessity of
Prayer,

 

 

Isn’t it true that we do most of what we want to do?

Isn’t it true that if we want to do something badly enough we
can force ourselves to do it?

 

I am saying tonight that the key to going through any of the
doors to answered prayer is desire.

We have to want it badly enough.

 


	Desire will increase our faith

	Desire will cause us to keep asking

	Desire will insist that we fast

	Desire will help us find someone to agree with

	Desire will make us find those things Jesus will authorize



 

A. Fervency is inflamed by desire

James 5:16

….The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much. (KJV)

 

They are almost synonymous.

 

One cannot exist without the other.

 

B. Opposite of desire is lukewarmness

And we all know what God thinks about that.

Rev 3:16

So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. (KJV)

 

C. How to get desire

It is simple.

 

“Delight thyself also in the Lord and He shall give
thee the desires of thine heart.”

 

Spend time with the Lord and do the things that the Lord’s
people do and a desire will have to grow!

 










Chapter 7
How To Get Things From God


Matthew 15:21-28

Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts
of Tyre and Sidon.

And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same
coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou
Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a
devil.

But he answered her not a word. And his disciples
came and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after
us.

But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.

Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help
me.

But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the
children's bread, and to cast it to dogs.

And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the
crumbs which fall from their masters' table.

Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman,
great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her
daughter was made whole from that very hour.
(KJV)

 

Most of us believe in prayer. 

 

We know that when we pray we are supposed to get answers.

 

But sometimes we give up on prayer because we are not used to
getting answers to prayers.

 

To tell the truth I sometimes wonder if we honestly believe God
answers prayer.

 

I say that because we have a tendency to pray only for those
things that are not important or for those things we can’t get for
ourselves.

 

And we will almost never allow ourselves to be placed in a
position where we have to depend on answered prayer to survive.

 

We only depend on prayer when it won’t hurt us too badly if God
doesn’t answer.

 

Most of us probably asked a blessing over our meal today.

 


	We thanked God for the food we already had.

	We at least said we believed God gave us the food.



 

But what would we do if God somehow and for some reason told us
to give away all the food on our shelves and all the money we had
on hand?

 

We say we believe God answers prayer and that God provides our
daily needs.

 

But all of us would have a tough time obeying the Lord if He
told us to do that.

 

See what I am saying?

 

We tend to depend upon prayer


	When we have no other choice. Or

	When it seems like we could do without an answer.



 

But when we think that we can’t do without something prayer is
laid aside for some more effective way of getting what we want.

 

The reason is because we don’t trust God to answer us.

 

We have prayed and not received before.

 

God wants to answer ALL of our prayers that are not asked for
lustful reasons.

 

The Bible is filled with promises that say in effect if we will
ask in prayer, God will give.

 

God wants to give. 

So why don’t we receive?

 

I think primarily it is because of one of two reasons

1. We don’t ask

2. We don’t wait

 

There are many things involved in getting prayers answered.

 

Let’s just look at what is shown us in this passage.

 

A. This woman is a Canaanite.

 

If the Israelites had obeyed God when Joshua possessed Canaan,
this woman would never have existed.

 

The Jews were supposed to destroy all Canaanites, but they
disobeyed God and they became a terrible thorn in the Jew’s
side.

 

So this lady had a terrible start to getting
answered prayer.

 

I am glad for this because it teaches me that you don’t have to
be some super duper person to get things from God.

 


	Men,

	Women,

	Jews

	Gentiles,

	Pastors of churches or

	Baby Christians – it makes no difference.



 

All may have an audience with God because God is no
respecter of persons.

 

The priest’s prayer is no more effective than the layman’s.

 

B. And Jesus even met her on her ground!

 

She didn’t have to go to Jerusalem, or even into Israel.

Jesus met her where she lived.

 

The same is true today.

The church is an important place and Christians should be to
church frequently.

 

But God can hear our prayers at home or in the car just as well
as when we are in church.

 

That is because He goes with us wherever we go.

 

He said, “I will never leave thee nor forsake
thee.”

 

This woman got an audience with Christ and finally got an
answer.

 

Notice what it took for her to “get things from God.”

I. SHE ACKNOWLEDGED WHO CHRIST WAS

Vs 22

 

“O Lord, thou son of David”

 

I am going to tell you I do not believe that God answers the
prayers of the unsaved, at least on a regular basis.

 

I am not saying that none of their prayers ever get
answered.

 

I am saying they have no guarantee that God will answer when
they pray.

 

Proverbs 28:9 says

He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his
prayer shall be abomination.

 

People that want to expect answered prayer must first make
themselves right with God.

 

A. She got saved

She acknowledged Jesus as the Son of David.

 

This is a phrase applied to God’s Messiah, the Saviour.

 

She acknowledged Christ as Saviour.

 

And she said, “have mercy on me.”

 

Something we should acknowledge in our hearts when we come to
God for prayer is that we do not deserve to have our prayers
answered.

 

God answers


	Because He has mercy.

	Because He delights in giving us good things



 

But we do not deserve answered prayer.

 

You hear about lots of conditions that must be met before God
will answer prayer.

 

I don’t think that is quite right.

 

All those conditions certainly add strength to our prayers but
they don’t earn answers to prayer.

 

When God answers He does so because He is a merciful and loving
God.

 

Acknowledge Him for who He is.

 

Seek His mercy first

And be willing to obey His law.

 

II. SHE ASKED FOR SPECIFIC HELP

Vs 22,25

 

She asked God to help her concerning her demon-possessed
daughter.

 

I honestly believe that one of the chief reasons that we are
ineffective in prayer is because we are too
general.

 

God doesn’t answer us because we haven’t really asked for
anything!

 

A. Sometimes all we concentrate on is pretty words to
impress people.

 

B. Other times we are too lazy to pray for
something.

 

We like to “pray fer” somebody.

 

But we don’t pray for anything specific, we just
“pray fer” them.

 

C. Sometimes we don’t know what to pray
for.

 

But most of the time we are just trying to get through our
prayer time as quickly as possible so we don’t wrestle with
God to get things.

 

This lady got what she prayed for because she prayed for
something.

 

Along this same line,

D. Sometimes we just don’t ask period.

 

“Ye have not because ye ask not”

 

-She acknowledged who Christ is

-She asked for specific help

 

Third,

III. SHE AGGRESSIVELY PERSISTED

Vs 24-28

 

I do not mean to imply that she wasn’t humble. 

She obviously was.

 

She didn’t demand that Jesus answer her.

 

A. But there was an obvious urgency in her
prayer.

 

She wanted this request answered badly enough to keep after it
until she got it.

 

I said that I think the two biggest reasons that we don’t get
answers is because

1. We don’t ask

2. We don’t wait.

 

Here is the waiting part.

 

I know me well enough to know I would have gotten discouraged
and left if I Had been treated like she was.

 

But she kept going.

 

B. The Lord made out like He wasn’t going to answer her
and yet He finally did.

 

1. Could it be that God withholds the answers to test
and build our faith?

 

As we learn to wait upon God


	He helps us to have increased faith.

	He answers and we get encouraged to ask again.



 

2. God also withholds answers to prayer just so we will
pray more!

 

When we are in earnest heart felt prayer not only are we
demonstrating dependence upon God but we are also having fellowship
with God.

 

And God loves our fellowship.

That is what people were originally created for.

 

I really believe if we would


	Learn to have faith in God

	Pray more and

	Wait until He answers



We would see more answers to prayer.

 

We need to experience answered prayer!

 

If for no other reason, we need it so we can gain a faith that
God does answer prayer.

 

Even for those things that we consider necessities.

 

God is real

Prayer is real

 

And God can answer any prayer.

 

It is sensible then to stick our neck out, trusting God to
answer our prayers

 










Chapter 8 A
Prayer Answered "No"


Luke 12:13-15

 

Many people think that the only answer possible for prayers to
God is YES.

 

That God either answers your prayers by giving you what you
want, or else He doesn't answer them.

 

The fact is, that sometimes, God does not give us what we pray
for,


	BECAUSE WE ARE PRAYING FOR SOMETHING HE DOES NOT WANT US TO
HAVE, OR

	BECAUSE IT IS NOT THE RIGHT TIME FOR US TO HAVE WHAT WE ARE
PRAYING FOR, OR

	BECAUSE WE HAVE WRONG MOTIVES FOR PRAYING.



 

What we see in this passage is a person that goes to the Lord
Jesus and prays to Him for something,

 

AND THE LORD CHOOSES NOT TO GIVE HIS REQUEST TO HIM.

 

Now Jesus answered prayers all of the time, while He was on this
earth.


	He turned water into wine, at the request of his mother.

	He healed many sick folk, as they approached him and asked for
healing.



 

The Lord answered prayers for


	Good weather, for

	Food, for

	Money, and for

	Children to be healthy.



But in this case, a man came to the Lord, praying that he would
tell his brother to give him part of their inheritance.

AND JESUS FLATLY SAID NO!

 

Let's look at it a little tonight;

 

First, see with me,

I.  HIS REQUEST FOR HIS RIGHTS!

(vs. 13).

Apparently, the time had come that the inheritance should be
divided among the children.

 

It does not necessarily mean that his parents were dead, because
in those days, they would divide the inheritance often PRIOR TO THE
FATHER'S DEATH.

But something went wrong in this case, AND ONE OF THE BOYS ENDED
UP WITH EVERYTHING.

 

And this brother WANTS WHAT IS HIS!

 

A.  I think one of the saddest commentaries about
humanity,

Is that so many families fight over the material possessions of
their departed family!

Here, someone they love has died, and all they seem to care
about,

 

Is how much of their stuff do they get!

 

I've seen brothers and sisters who would not speak to each other
again— over

Some stupid things their parents owned!

 

This fella wants his rights. He wants God to give him what he
thinks he deserves!

 

B. I love America!

I do believe it is a great country, and I believe it has many
wonderful principles behind it.

But there are some things that we Americans learn because we are
Americans that can be harmful to us as Christians.

  One of those things is; the idea that we ought to demand
our rights!

 

We are taught that we have certain inalienable rights, and we
should not let anything or anybody come between us and our
rights!

 

And many of the difficulties we have, many of the struggles we
face, are the direct result of our refusal to give up our rights
for the sake of others and for the sake of Christ!

 

1 Cor 6:7

Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you,
because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take
wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be
defrauded? (KJV)

 

We have the right to free speech. I am glad that we do,

But some people use that right to cram themselves and their
opinions down the throats of others.

 

C.  The mature Christian will learn to subordinate
his rights, for the good of others!

Paul said, there is nothing wrong with eating meat, but if my
eating meat is going to offend someone else, I won’t eat meat!

 

I may have the right to free speech, but if my running off at
the mouth is going to hurt somebody,

 

I am going to try to restrict my own use of free speech!

 

D. Besides that, Christians are servants of the Lord, We
have no rights!

 

We should have given them up for the cause of Christ!.

 

So this guy says to the Lord, "I demand my rights! Tell my
brother to gi’me!”

 

Now notice in verse 14 the Lord's reply was,

II.  "THIS ISN’T A PROPER REQUEST!"

Jesus said, "Man, who made me a judge or divider over you?"

 

In effect, Jesus was saying,

"I’m not going to touch this one! I am not here to do what you
are asking!"

 

A. God is not a big Grandpa that sits in heaven waiting
to give us our every whim!

 

Some of what we ask for would not be in our best interests to
have.

So God does not give us everything we ask for.

 

I've talked with people who have quoted the verses where the
Lord says, "Ask what you will and it shall be given unto you"

 

They will say to me, "I asked, but God did not answer!"

 

What they have failed to see is that God qualifies whom it is
that asks and receives whatsoever they ask for!

 

B. God gives us those things we ask, that are in God’s
will!

John 15:7 says,

"If ye abide in me and my words abide in you, ye
shall ask what you will and it shall be done unto
you."

 

The qualifications here are,

1. That we abide in the Lord.

In other words, if our life is hid in Christ Now, if that is the
case,

We aren’t going to be praying for just anything.

We will be praying for things that matter to the Lord.

 

2. The Lord’s words abide in us.

When our desire is to see the things that matter to the Lord
done, we will see the Bible in a whole new light!

We will read it looking for the will of the Lord!

And we will find His will!

 

When the only things that matter to you, are the things that
matter to God,

 

And when you know God's Word well enough to know something about
what matters to God;

Then you will be able to ask whatever you will and it will be
done!

 

The fact that we are not yet perfect means that we will not meet
these qualifications perfectly, and will therefore have some
prayers that are answered no!

 

C. Whenever I pray this is how I try to do
it,

1. I pray about everything.

If it is not wrong to want it, it is not wrong to ask for
it.

 

2. I ask God to help me know what to want.

And if God in some fashion lets me know that I am wrong to want
something, then I stop praying for Him to give it to me,

And start praying that He would remove my desire for it!

 

3. I pray until God either;


	GIVES ME MY REQUEST,

	TELLS ME I CAN'T HAVE MY REQUEST, OR

	TELLS ME THAT I AM WRONG TO WANT WHAT I AM REQUESTING!



 

We have considered this guy’s REQUEST;

And we have looked at the Lord's REPLY,

 

Finally, would you note that

III. REALLY THIS GUY'S PROBLEM WAS
COVETOUSNESS!

(vs.15).

Covetousness, is

"The unhealthy desire for something that belongs to another, or
for wealth."

 

It is not wrong to see something another has and to say to
yourself, "Someday I would like to have something like that."

 

  But


	If that desire possesses you,

	If you can't be happy without it,

	If you stew over it constantly,



 

Then you are covetous and in great danger!

 

A. Jesus said to beware of covetousness

This is no little thing to the Lord. He felt like it was
something a person should take heed to and make sure he doesn't
become covetous!

 

Covetousness is like a hidden trap.

You often fall into it not knowing it was there!

 

A person has to carefully plan their lives so that they do not
begin to be covetous for worldly goods!

 

Covetousness is one of those things that we do not think of as
being that bad, and yet it is included as one of the Ten
Commandments.

 

St. Fransis of Assisi once wrote, “People have confessed to
me every kind of sin, except covetousness!”

 

It's one of those things that we just don't think of as bad!

 

Jesus said,

B. "Man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the
things which he possesseth!"

 

We need to learn to


	Be rich toward God and to

	Seek first His kingdom!



 

We need to discover the heart of God and seek those things
instead of the things, which we might possess.

 

And we have got to be very careful not to fall into the trap of
working for possessions over

Working for heaven!

 

Now, let's close this message tonight with a time of
self-examination.

 

WHAT IS IT THAT IS CLOSEST TO YOUR HEART?

 


	Is it the Lord's will for you and this world? Or

	Is it earthly, and selfish?



 

Remember, praying for needs and personal items is not
necessarily covetous.

 

Jesus told us to pray for our daily bread!

 

But what is it that is dearest to your heart in your
requests,


	You and your desires?  or

	The Lord and His desires?












Chapter 9
Praying Big


PRAYING BIG

Jeremiah 33:3

 

 

It is, I believe, important that we pray about everything.

 


	Important that we pray for daily bread

	Important that we pray about the small details of life

	Important that we pray for things like

	A good attitude

	A happy home

	A parking spot at the hospital



 

It is important that we pray for those in leadership

And it is important that we pray for the safety of our
missionaries.

 

But often times the things we pray about are not almost
insignificant when we consider how big our God is!

 

I want to remind you tonight that our God is the one


	Who created the Universe

	Who parted the Red Sea

	Who calmed the Storms

	Who gave water from a rock

	Who holds the stars in space

	Who upholds all things by His hand

	Who dwells above the stars



 

Our God is no little God


	He is all powerful and

	He is all mighty



 

I want to remind you that the Bible says with God all things are
possible.

 

Not just the things we think are possible

But the things we think are impossible.

 

Our God is so almighty that in Mark 6:5 the Bible says because
of the unbelief of the people of His own country,

 

And he could there do no mighty work, save that he
laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them.
(KJV)

 

Is that incredible or what?

 

God says that the fact that He laid His hands on sick folks and
healed them WAS NOT A MIGHTY WORK!

 

And I just want to tell you tonight that


	You ought to start praying bigger
prayers!

	You ought to start praying for things that you do not
believe can ever happen.

	You ought to start asking God to do things that you
could never in a million years do!



 

I have three points for you tonight

We are

I. ENCOURAGED TO PRAY BIG

Let me just show you what the Bible says about praying.

 

Besides praying for daily bread

And besides praying for food and shelter

 

Look at these verses:

A. A big mouth

Psalm 81:10

I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the
land of Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and I will fill
it. (KJV)

 

They say this was one of George Muller’s favorite verses.

 

Muller, who fed more than 2000 orphans without ever asking
anyone but God for the needs of the children, said once that he
felt as comfortable asking God for one million dollars as he was
asking Him for a pound (about $5.00)

John R Rice, Prayer Asking and
Receiving, Page 231

 

Muller had learned that our God can answer big prayers just as
easily as He can answer the little ones.

 


	God encourages us to ask of Him the big things.

	God encourages us to ask the unthinkable things

	God encourages us to ask the impossible things of Him!



 

B. A big thought

Jer 33:3

Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee
great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.
(KJV)

 

Illustration:

I can remember as a kid thinking that the hour-long drive
between Kennewick and Waitsburg, Washington was an eternity.

 

But as I grew older and have traveled more, I now think of an
hour as just down the road.

 

My world has expanded.

 

We need the same thing to happen to us spiritually.

 

We need to get to the place where the great and mighty things of
God seem smaller and smaller and we see God as capable of doing
more and more!

 

Illustration:

Do you ever remember thinking $20.00 dollars was a fortune?

Now, with


	House payments around $1500 per month and

	Car payments around $400 per month and

	Groceries costing $500 per month and

	Electricity being $250 per month and

	Etc.



 

$20.00 just doesn’t seem like it is as big as it used to be!

 

We need to get to the place where we see the miracles of God as
not as big as they used to be!

Where it just seems more likely that God can do them than we
used to think they were!

 

Call unto God and let Him shew you what He is capable of doing!
That is what He says.

 

There are some things God wants to do for you


	Not because you need them and

	Not because you can’t live without them but



Just because He wants to shew you He can do them!

 

C. A big God

Eph 3:20-21

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh
in us,

Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.
(KJV)

 

God says he is able not only to abundantly above what we are
able to ask and think,

 

He is able to do exceedingly abundantly above what we are able
to ask and think!

 

All of this is encouragement from God to ask for bigger
things!

 

Secondly we have in the Bible

II. EXAMPLES OF BIG PRAYERS

There are some prayers in the Bible that were for smaller
things.

 

But some many of the prayers we find are for incredibly BIG
THINGS1

A. Sun, Stand Thou Still

Josh 10:12-14

Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the
LORD delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and
he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon;
and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon.

And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until
the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this
written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst
of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole
day.

And there was no day like that before it or after
it, that the LORD hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the LORD
fought for Israel. (KJV)

 

That’s just a little bit of a big prayer, amen?

 

Wouldn’t you kind of say that Joshua was stretching his faith a
little to pray for something like that?

 

It was something God had not done before nor has he done after,
but when Joshua needed it and prayed for it, God gave it to
Him.

 

In comparison to that, very few things we pray for would be
considered big prayers!

 

B. Fire from heaven

IKing 18:36-39

And it came to pass at the time of the offering of
the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said,
LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day
that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I
have done all these things at thy word.

Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know
that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart
back again.

Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the
burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and
licked up the water that was in the trench.

And when all the people saw it, they fell on their
faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the
God. (KJV)

 

Elijah’s prayer here is amazing!

Not only did he ask God to consume the offering, but also he
asked God to do it AFTER he had drenched the offering in barrel
after barrel of water.

 

Elijah’s only motive for drowning the sacrifice like He did and
challenging the people to put their false god to the test before
the true God was to prove how great the living God is.

 

And God answered powerfully and unmistakably.

 

C. When they arose they were all dead
corpses

Isa 37:15-20

And Hezekiah prayed unto the LORD,
saying,

O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest
between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all
the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made heaven and
earth.

Incline thine ear, O LORD, and hear; open thine
eyes, O LORD, and see: and hear all the words of Sennacherib, which
hath sent to reproach the living God.

Of a truth, LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid
waste all the nations, and their countries,

And have cast their gods into the fire: for they
were no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone:
therefore they have destroyed them.

Now therefore, O LORD our God, save us from his
hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the
LORD, even thou only. (KJV)

 

Isa 37:36

Then the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in
the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five
thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they
were all dead corpses. (KJV)

 

Hezekiah was facing one of the most powerful nations on earth at
the time. 

 

He and his people were besieged by Sennecharib

 

His people were scared and their armies were weak.

 

Yet when Hezekiah went to God and asked Him to destroy the enemy
the Bible says when they woke up the next morning, they were all
dead corpses!

 

God has answered some HUGE prayers for His people in the
past.

 

And He hasn’t changed a bit.

He can still answer big prayers if we will ask big prayers and
keep at them until we get them!

 

Finally tonight I want to speak about the

III. EXCITEMENT THAT COMES FROM PRAYING BIG

 

Big prayers will get big answers and big answers have to cause
excitement.

 

Three wonderful things happen when we pray big and get big
answers;

 

A. God is glorified

1 Kings 18:39

And when all the people saw it, they fell on their
faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the
God. (KJV)

 

Which is the most important thing prayer can do.

 

The most important thing about answered prayer is not that our
needs are met or that we get what we want.

 

The most important thing about answered prayer is that God is
glorified through it.

 

Let’s get our eyes off ourselves and get our eyes on God.

 

If we are going to worry about something,

Let’s worry that God is not receiving the glory He deserves
today!

 

And let’s start doing something about it!

 

B. Churches Grow

Acts 9:40-42

But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and
prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And she
opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat
up.

And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and
when he had called the saints and widows, presented her
alive.

And it was known throughout all Joppa; and many
believed in the  Lord. (KJV)

 

When we start praying for big things and receiving those big
things from God, people will begin believing on the Lord.

 

And the church will grow!

 

I am not saying that we should quit soul winning and just pray
for big things instead.

 

We should pray for big things AND go out and win souls.

 

And when we do them both, God will answer our prayers and use us
to win more souls too.

 

What an exciting thing,


	When souls walk the aisle to profess faith in Christ

	When the baptistery waters are stirred over and over

	When new people join the church

	When the bills are paid

	When new ministries get started

	When buildings must be built and

	When God obviously answers the big prayers of the
congregation!



Lastly,

C. Believers Get Needs

This may be the least important thing of all, but it is
important to us as individuals, amen?

 

Christian, PRAY BIG!

 

Stretch your faith and ask God to give you some things to pray
for that you can’t possibly see answered other than by God.

 

Pray big and then

Pray even bigger!

 

God won’t be offended.

He will be honored that you would ask Him for things that are so
much out of your reach!

 










Chapter 10
Wrestling With God


 

Genesis 32:24-32
 

The Bible is filled with both examples and illustrations of
prayer.

 

I think of the recorded prayers of men like Nehemiah, whose
prayers are models for the modern believer.

 

But of all of the illustrations of prayer, none is better known
or more graphic than that of Jacob wrestling with God in
prayer.

 

 

 
Before we get in to the actual message allow me to answer some
of the objections that are raised from the passage.

 

A. Is this really an illustration of
prayer?

Some would argue that this isn’t really prayer at all, that this
is not what Christian ought to do.

 

Well it is prayer.


	Jacob had a specific request

	Jacob brings the request to God

	Jacob gets an answer to the request



 

That is prayer!

 

Old Testament stories like this are often given to illustrate,
in tangible ways, what happens in the supernatural world.

 

B. Who is the man Jacob wrestled?

The answer is obvious and given to us in the passage. 

 

Verse 30 “I have seen God face to
face….”

 

C. Did this really happen?

You always have those who try to spiritualize away the
Bible.

 

Did this or did this not happen?

 

And the answer has to be, if you believe the Bible at all, you
believe this did happen. 

 

The passage gives no room for anything else.

 

By the way, I think that is a good lesson about prayer too.

 

While some would like to think that prayer is really nothing,
that when we pray it is simply words spoken into the sky,

 

If we believe the Bible at all we must believe that God hears
and answers prayer!

 

If the Bible is true at all then prayer is communication with
almighty God!

 

Jacob wrestled with God in prayer and prevailed.

 

Let’s learn from him how we too can prevail in prayer.

 

His prayer was

I. PRECEDED BY A PROMISE

Genesis 28:10-15

Years earlier, when Jacob first left the Promised Land to search
out a bride, God had met with him.

 

And God had promised very specifically

Gen 28:15

….I will not leave thee, until I have done that
which I have spoken to thee of. (KJV)

 

Though 21 years has passed since that night when God had made
the promise, it was still as true this night as it ever was.

 

God’s Word is like that.


	He never forgets His promises

	He never has to change them and

	No amount of time can negate them



 

Prevailed in prayer is predicated on the promises of God in this
Book!

 

You want answers to prayer?

 

READ the BIBLE!

 

Not just so you can say to God you have.


	Read it looking for His promises to you!

	Read it looking for what God says He will
do.

	Read it seeking those things for which God desires we
pray!



 

This does not mean you can never pray for things not found in
the Bible.

 

God’s promise to Jacob did not specifically mention protecting
Him from his brother Esau.

 

But God’s promise did say that God would not leave him and

God’s promise did say that he would give the Promised Land to
Jacob’s seed.

 

From there he applied the promise to his current need.

 

We can do the same thing!

 

Secondly, Jacob’s prayer was

II. PRACTICED IN PRIVACY

Gen 32:24

And Jacob was left alone; (KJV)

 

Sometimes one of the most difficult things in our life to do is
to be alone.

 

Years ago I read an article that said that Americans do not like
themselves.

 

The proof of that, the article said, was that we can never be
alone, and when we are alone we do not like it to be silent.

 

I think there is truth to that.

 

I think the reason we are so busy

The reason entertainment and sports and recreation is as popular
and needed as it is today is because we do not like solitude.

 

When we get alone and things get quiet, we have to think about
ourselves and we do not like what we learn.

 

The Bible teaches very clearly that effective, prevailing prayer
is prayer done alone.

 

 

Matt 6:6

But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet,
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in
secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee
openly. (KJV)

 

Ps 46:10

Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted
among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.
(KJV)

 

IKing 19:11-13

And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount
before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and
strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks
before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the
wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the
earthquake:

And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was
not in the fire: and after the fire a still small
voice.

And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped
his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in
of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said,
What doest thou here, Elijah? (KJV)

 

You find people getting alone with God at one of two times:


	Early in the morning or

	Late at night

	Sometimes they would do both



 

I am not very good at the early in the morning time.  I
find myself sleeping and my eyes watering.

I can’t get passed the struggle of getting up to get serious
with God.

 

On the other hand, when I stay up late at night, it seems like
the Bible comes alive and the heavens open up

 

If early in the morning or late at night won’t work for you,

Then there are places you can go for solitude:

 

Jesus spoke about the closet.

He had the garden of Gethsemene

 

Some preachers I know like to go out into the woods and pray and
read their Bibles there.

 

I think the church is a wonderful place to pray.

I am making plans, to put some walking trails and prayer benches
on the back of our property so people can go out there and get
alone with God.

 

The key is alone – just you and the Lord!

 

Thirdly Jacob’s prayer was

III. PERFORMED WITH PASSION

The Bible says he “wrestled.”

 

My commentaries on Genesis say that there is some question
exactly what root word is found here but that both are easily
translated wrestle.

 

One word means to roll in or to raise the dust.

The other word means to grapple of grasp.

 

The fact of the matter is that Jacob was in what he considered
to be a life and death struggle that night in prayer!

 

Without the blessing of God

Without an answered prayer here

 


	His family

	His fortune

	His future



Were all at risk!

 

I am reminded of James 5:16

….The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much. (KJV)

 

I don’t know what constitutes fervency in prayer.

 


	Jacob wrestled with the man

	Hannah wept and prayed aloud so the priest thought she
was drunk

	Daniel prayed with his face toward Israel three times a
day



 

The word translated fervent is a Greek form of the word
energy.

 

Websters 1828 dictionary says it means

“To boil, to glow or to swell with
heat.”

 

I have heard of preachers who go out in the woods and pace and
jog around in circles while they pray until their clothes are wet
with sweat.

 

I have heard of preachers who get on their face and pray with
such intensity that they lose track of time.

 


	Whatever fervent prayer is

	Whatever wrestling with God in prayer is



 

IT IS NOT COLD FORMAL CARELESS WORDS!

 

-There must be a promise for prevailing prayer

-There must be privacy for prevailing prayer

-There must be passion for prevailing prayer

 

Finally in Jacob’s prayer,

IV. A PRICE WAS PAID

Vs 25

 

Jacob prevailed against God in prayer, but was never the same
after it.

 

Jacob’s experience not only changed his


	Intellectually and

	Emotionally, but also

	Externally and

	Permanently.



 

Everybody who saw Jacob after this match would know he was
different.

 

Some of the reason we do not experience the mighty things of God
is because we do not want to be marked by it.

 

If God could just change us inside, we would maybe not mind so
much.

 

But God wants what happens inside us to change what we look like
outside!

 

God wants what has happened
in private

To show itself in
public.

 

And often times we are not willing to pay that price.

We are not willing to let God change us in such a fashion that
people will see it

 

And therefore we do not receive the full blessing of prevailing
with God in prayer!

 

In order to prevail in prayer

-There must be a promise for prevailing
prayer

-There must be privacy for prevailing
prayer

-There must be passion for prevailing
prayer

-There must be a price paid for prevailing
prayer

 










Chapter 11
Lessons From A Dying Girl


LESSONS FROM A DYING
GIRL

Mark 5:21-42

 

I was called into the ministry in Jan. of 1981.

 

For the first year after my call I did very little about it.

 

In January of 1982 I surrendered for the ministry.

 

For about 2 months before that I had been making plans.

I knew God was going to require me to get busy preparing for His
service and I wanted to please Him.

 

But I also wanted to protect myself as much as possible.

 

I had figured that I could get a lay off at Hanford and collect
$600.00 every two weeks from unemployment.

 

I would spend all of my days studying and preparing for the
ministry.

 

I had figured that I had about 2 years of unemployment saved
up

That there were no ironworker jobs available and

That I would have things pretty secure.

 

We planned to sell our house and live in our travel trailer.

 

And our standard of living would really have to change only a
little.

 

Anita was pregnant.

Everything seemed like it was going our way.

 

I got laid off the first week of January

The second week I was disqualified for unemployment.

Bu the end of January Anita had lost the baby.

 

Just a week later we were both rushed by ambulance to the
hospital. I almost died of propane poisoning.

 

And Anita and I entered a period of several months where we saw
every dream we had seemingly smashed before our eyes!

 

 

Have you ever wondered why good Christians often have what looks
like sincere desires disappointed?

 

Do you ever wonder why it seems like it takes so long to get
answers to your prayers?

 

Here is the story of a father, who had his


	Hopes built, then

	Shattered,

	Ultimately to be resurrected and answered



 

There is a progression of thought in the passage

 

I have labeled that progression with five points

I. THE DESIRE THAT JESUS SHOULD HEAL HIS
DAUGHTER.

Vs 22

 


	That is a reasonable desire.



 


	His little girl is only about 12 years old



Luke 8:42

 


	Jesus had healed others, why shouldn’t he heal his daughter
too?



 


	There was nothing inherently selfish or evil about this
request.



 


	Neither was it a desire that you could say he would consume on
his own lust.



 


	In fact it is an honorable thing that this man would do all
that he could to seek his daughter’s welfare.



 


	I especially find it admirable that he would bring this urgent
need before the Lord.



 

I say it is especially honorable that this father, not mother,
humbled himself publickly to request God heal his daugher.

 

Many a godly mom prays for her children.

 

But dads, how often are you on your knees praying for your
kids?

 

His desire was a good one.

 

Like some of the desires you and I have or have had in the
past.

 


	Desires for family to be saved, all of you coming to church
together.

	Desires that your children would live for God

	Maybe some of you have dreams of being used of God.



 

Maybe your dreams and mine are not exactly the same.

 

But you dream


	You dream of winning your first soul to Christ



What a miracle it is to be part of pulling a soul from the
threat of hell and seeing them confirmed in heaven!

 


	You dream of leading a growing vibrant Sunday School Class



Where souls are getting saved and being baptized regularly.

 


	You dream maybe to be your own employer

	You dream maybe to buy a home for your family



What I am saying is as long as God has not said you can’t have
it, and you don’t want to consume it on your own lusts,
Go ahead and dream!

 

Desire great things from God.

 

But notice secondly

II. THERE WERE DELAYS IN THE ANSWER

Vs 24-34

 

A. I think I can sense Jairus’ anxiety as Jesus stopped
walking toward his house to ask, “Who Touched Me?”

 

Man, his daughter is dying!

Who cares who touched you!

 

Have you ever felt that kind of anxiety when you knew you wanted
something to please God but you wondered if God would give you the
desire?

 

You thought, “Lord, what are you waiting for? 

There is a real need here!”

 

I have thought that type of thing lots of times.

 


	Lord you know we need new
families

	You know this family needs our
church

	Why don’t you convince them to
join?



 

You know the problem Jairus had?

B. He didn’t understand why Jesus delayed
coming.

He didn’t know that a woman who had been ill 12 years had just
been healed.

 

Our Lord does not delay answering our requests for trivial
reasons.

 

You can be sure if the Lord does not give us the desires of our
heart immediately God has a good reason for it.

 

One reason

1. Satan may be hindering the answer

Daniel had that happen

Daniel 10:12-13

Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the
first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to
chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come
for thy words.

But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me
one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes,
came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of
Persia. (KJV)

 

Another reason

2. It might not be the right time to get
it.

Maybe God wants you to have you desire but you aren’t ready to
receive it yet.

 

Jesus told His disciples

I have many things to tell you but ye can’t bear them now.

John 16:12

 

Another reason

3. He might delay the answer so He receives more glory
when He does answer.

 

That is what happens here in Mark 5.

 

Suppose Jesus had not delayed with the crippled woman.

Suppose He had gotten to Jairus’ house before the girl died?

 

Bless the Lord He could have healed her.

 

But this way He raised her to life!

 

Illustration:

Suppose you are praying for a job.

You have plenty of food in the house

You have money in the bank.

 

You need the job, but not right today.

 

Now God delays getting you the job.

While you are waiting things get pretty bare.

 

You eat for a while from the little blessings God sends your
way

But just when it looks like you are doomed God gives the
answer.

 

Praise the Lord!

 

Sometimes the answers to our desires are delayed.

 

Notice

III. THE DISAPPOINTMENT AS THE DAUGHTER
DIES

Vs 35

Man this thing could break your heart as you put yourself in
Jairus’ shoes.

 

He is probably as nervous as a man can be,


	Watching his watch

	Pacing back and forth

	Knowing Jesus was doing right as He ministered to the crippled
woman but

	Worried about his daughter



 

And then comes his servant

 

No doubt with tears in his eyes he says to Jairus,

“Your daughter is dead, don’t bother the Lord any more!”

 

I have had some dreams die.

For three years Anita and I worked to plant a church in Astoria,
but got almost nowhere.

 

By the end of the three years I had come to the place where I
felt like I was a failure in the ministry.


	I knew God had called me, so I couldn’t quit

	But I was so poor at the work that we would never build a
church

	If I couldn’t do the work in Astoria, I probably couldn’t do it
anywhere, so there was little use in trying to get called to a
larger church



I figured I would pastor a handful of people in Astoria for the
rest of my life.

 

But notice quickly

IV. THE DESPERATION AS JESUS GAVE HOPE AGAINST
HOPE

Vs 36

Jesus didn’t leave Jairus downhearted very long.

 

He gave him hope

“Be not afraid, only believe”

 

Hey this is what the Christian life is.

A life of Faith

 

Believing God when there is no reason to believe
God.

 

A. This is how a soul gets saved.

 

1. When you come to the place that you realize that all
hope is lost

That you are in fact a sinner and

That you can’t get rid of your sin alone

 

2. When you come to know that there is a high penalty
for sin and there is no way to hide that sin.

 

When all hope of heaven is gone and you consign yourself to
eternal hell.

 

3. Then Christ comes and says, “Be not afraid, only
believe…”

 

That is where your soul’s salvation is today.

 

“Only Believe”

 


	Believe that Jesus died on Calvary’s cross for you.

	Believe that He will save you from hell if you ask Him to



 

Then in faith ask Him

Honestly

Sincerely

Relying on nothing else.

 


	Ask Christ to forgive your sins and to save you from hell
and



God’s Word promises He will do it!

 

Be not afraid, only believe.

 

B. This is also how to get power to serve
Christ

 

When you come to the place where you know you cannot do what God
has called you to do

 

When you stand trembling at the impossibility of serving God

 

When you understand your own inability.

 

Then Jesus steps up and says,

“Be not afraid, only believe”

 

 

Lastly

V. THE DELIGHT AS THE DAUGHTER IS RAISED

Vs 32-42

A. Praise God for the assurance that He can raise the
dead.

 

Everything the Christian hopes for is wrapped up in that
truth.


	If God cannot raise the dead, our faith is vain.

	If God cannot raise the dead then millions of people have died
for nothing

	If God cannot raise the dead then everything else this Bible
teaches is moot.



 

But He can raise the dead and this text proves it!

 

But if Jesus had not delayed answering Jairus’ prayer long
enough for this girl to die, this proof would be gone!

 

B. Years ago I read of a Bible principle called “The
Death of a Vision”

 


	God gives us a desire

	But then we try to accomplish the desire in our flesh

	So God lets the desire die

	And then, when we have given up hope in doing it ourselves

	He resurrects it and does it through us



 

Abraham and Sarah had a God given desire to
have a child

But they tried to get it in their own power

So God waited until their bodies were incapable of having
children

And then gave them the child

 

Moses was called of God to deliver Israel from
Egypt

But he tried to do it in his own strength

So God forced him to flee into the wilderness for 40 years

And when he came to the place he did not think he could deliver
Israel, God let him do it

 

David was anointed to be King of Israel

But God did not want him to be the same type of king as Saul

So God allowed him to be hunted by Saul for 14 years

And when it did not look like he would ever be king

God removed Saul and set David on the throne

 

I have come to the place where I believe God has to do this in
our lives so we give Him the glory, not ourselves.

 

He has called each of us for a purpose

But most of the time we try to do His will our way

So God refuses to give us the victory

Until we come to the place where we give up

Then He steps in and does His will through us.

 


	I see church planters go through it starting churches

	I see young pastors go through it pastoring their first
church

	I see Christians go through it growing in the faith

	I see couples go through it in their marriage



 

And I see prayer warriors go through it in their prayer
requests.

 


	Have you prayed and felt like God is not answering?

	Have you seen God answer others requests while seemingly
ignoring yours?

	Have you had your hopes that God was going to do something
wonderful smashed?



 

Be not afraid, only believe.

 

In God’s time and In God’s way, if your desire is of God, He
will bring it to life!










Chapter 12
Prayer Changes Things


Acts 4:1-31

 

In 1872 DL Moody made a trip to London to spend time learning
from the preachers there. One pastor asked him to preach in his
church and Moody did so with little interest to his message among
the people.

However, when Moody returned to preach that night, a change had
taken place in the church.  When he gave the invitation,
hundreds of people stood to their feet to come and receive
Christ.  Moody thought they must have misunderstood him so he
explained again what he was asking them to do and still hundreds
came to receive Christ as Saviour.

For ten days Moody kept preaching in that church with amazing
results of souls saved and lives being changed. It so amazed Moody
that he began making investigations to see if he could determine
what had changed between that morning service and the services that
night and the days following.

In those investigations he learned of a bed ridden girl by that
name of Marianne Alard. Marianne had read about Moody’s work among
the children in Chicago and began to pray that God would bring him
to London to help the children there. When she heard that Moody had
preached in her church that Sunday morning, she spent all that
afternoon praying that God would use him powerfully in her
church.  The revival that broke out was God’s answer to her
prayers.

Dennis Corle, The Disciple of Prayer,
page 24

 

Prayer changed the Moody meeting from just another guest
preacher to a mighty movement of God.

 

 

In our text, we find a church under persecution.  Yes,
powerful things have happened and continue to happen.

 

But the Apostles Peter and John had been arrested and charged
not to speak in the name of Jesus again.

 

Things were looking pretty grim.

Jesus had been killed

And the same men who had committed Jesus to execution are now
threatening the Apostles.

No doubt to the same eventual fate.

 

I can see someone suggesting that maybe it would be a good time
to “cool it” for a while.

 

Maybe this would be a good time


	To go on a retreat.

	To stop preaching Jesus so openly

	To stop challenging the Jewish system of religion so
strongly.



 

Can’t you imagine the reactions the congregation must have had
when, in verse 23, Peter and John reported to their own company
about how they had been threatened?

 

The Bible says when they heard the report they began to
pray.

 

And their prayer changed things.

 

I. PRAYER CHANGED THE ATMOSPHERE IN THE
ROOM

And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where
they were assembled together

Vs 31

 

The Bible says when they had prayed the place was shaken where
they were assembled.

 

Barnes notes says the word shaken is one that denotes a sudden
and violent agitation as in a raging sea or earthquake.

 

Matthew Henry says,

This shaking of the place was designed


	To strike an awe upon them,

	To awaken and raise their expectations, and

	To give them a sensible token that God was with them of a
truth:



Matthew Henry's Commentary, Acts
4:23-31  PP27

 

There may be some question as to how the shaking took place.


	Was it caused by an earthquake type commotion?

	Or did it result from a mighty wind shaking the building?



 


	Was it fixed in the one location of the building they were
in?

	Or was an area affected by this shaking?



 

Whatever the case is we do know this,

IT CHANGED THE ATMOSPHERE IN THE ROOM!

 

These believers accepted this shaking as an evidence of the
presence of God and of His intention to answer their prayers!

 

Prayer had changed the atmosphere in the room!

 

Illustration:

I do not remember what year it was that I first met Pastor
Richard Graves, but I do remember the circumstances around the
introduction.

It was during the annual Christmas Ship event.

In those days the ship would take us to a resort location on an
island and we would hold a preaching service there.

This particular year there was a funny spirit in the
service.

The musicians were singing more of contemporary type music and
the service really to me seemed almost out of control.

But then Pastor Brown asked if some pastor would be willing to
come and lead us in prayer.

Pastor Graves came forward – I had never met him before, but he
began to pray.

And I could sense a different spirit descending upon the crowd
while he prayed.

When he finished, the singing group went on with their time, but
they changed the kind of songs they were doing in response to
something they knew had just happened.

And God blessed the rest of the service.

 

Prayer had changed the atmosphere in the room.

 

On more than one occasion I have thought our VBS program was
going to the dogs.

The kids were wild as could be

There was little ability to communicate the Word of God to
them

 

But I would spend the afternoon begging God to change the spirit
and the next day the kids would be attentive and responsive to the
Word of God

 

Prayer had changed the atmosphere in the room!

 

Prayer changes things!

 

II. PRAYER CHANGED THE ATTITUDE OF THE
DISCIPLES

and they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost

Vs 31

 

This of course was not the first time they were filled.

 

But they did get filled when they had prayed!

 

It seems reasonable to me that being filled with the Spirit
would be something that has to happen over and over again.

 

Illustration:

In my house we own many glasses.

I would say every one of them has been filled repeatedly


	They have been filled with milk

	They have been filled with water

	They have been filled with juice



 


	They have been filled to the brim

	Sometimes they have been filled to overflowing.



 

But when I get home tonight, if I want to drink from any of
those glasses I will need to fill them again!

 

The disciples had been filled with the Holy Ghost on the day of
Pentecost.

But the day of Pentecost was over and the disciples could not
afford to rely on their past blessings. 


	They needed fresh anointing

	They needed new assurances of God’s power

	They needed to be filled brand new



 

Christian, you can’t live in the spiritual past any more than
they could.

 


	Praise the Lord you have been blessed of God in the past

	Praise God you have served the Lord in the past

	Praise God you have won souls to Jesus in the past

	Praise God you have taught a Sunday School class in the
past

	Praise God you were faithful to Him in the past.

	Praise God you have had prayers answered in the past



 

But that is still the past!

 

You and I need God today!


	We need His filling today

	We need His blessing today

	We need His guidance today

	We need His help today



 

On the day of Pentecost the disciples had been filled with the
Holy Ghost and wonderful things had happened.

 

But time has passed by and new challenges had arisen.

 

And they needed filled again.

 

So they prayed.  And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost.

 

Prayer changed the atmosphere of the room

Prayer changed the attitude of the disciples.

 

Prayer changes things.

 

Thirdly

III. PRAYER CHANGED THE ANSWER OF THEIR
MINISTRIES

they spake the word of God with
boldness.

Vs 31

And the multitude of them that believed were of one
heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the
things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things
common.

Vs 32

 

I see two important changes that happened as a result of this
prayer meeting:

A. They spake the word of God with boldness

I would consider this to be one of the most important things
that we could pray for in a prayer meeting like this tonight.

 

I do not want to make it sound like I don’t care from praying
for the sick.

I do think we should do that.

 

But my how we need to pray for more boldness in our spiritual
lives.

Seems to me like the Sadduccees don’t have to threaten us not to
speak about Jesus anymore.

Because we don’t!

 


	What ever happened to Christians who witnessed to
people at work?

	What ever happened to Christians who pass out tracts to
those they meet?

	What ever happened to Christian who came out to soul
winning and visitation?



 

More than ever we need to pray for boldness to speak the word of
God!

 

Secondly

B. They became givers.

I know their circumstances were different than ours.

 

When the day of Pentecost had happened, there were thousands of
people from around the world in Jerusalem.

Many of them got saved

 

And they stayed in Jerusalem.

They had planned for a short stay.

 

But they continued there a long time.

 

And it would have created some unique problems how to take care
of them.

 

And the people there started selling what they had to help take
care of the people who did not have.

 

You know what happens when a person gets on praying ground and
gets filled with the Holy Ghost?


	He can’t help but speak about Jesus and

	He can’t help but become a giver!



 

Each church has unique needs and therefore unique opportunities
to give.

 

We will be going into a building a program in just a few
months.

 

The spirit filled Christian will see that as a unique
opportunity to give to God.

Not every Church is in the position to offer the members the
chance to give to a building program.

Praise God, ours is!

 


	For another church it might be to give about the call of duty
to keep the pastor on full time

	For another in might be a special need a missionary has



 

Whatever the opportunity is, is really not the issue.

God has the means to meet those needs without us.

 

He allows us to get involved in the ones He wants us to have a
part in!

 

The issue is that when we get right with the Lord


	He fills us with the Holy Ghost

	He emboldens us to speak the Word of God and

	He creates in us a generous heart.



 

Prayer changes things

Prayer changed the atmosphere in the room

Prayer changed the attitude of the disciples and

Prayer changed the answer of their ministries










Chapter 13 A
Whole Lot Of Shaking Going On


Acts 4:1-31

 

Let’s rehearse the background a little to get us in the
account.

 

Back in chapter 3 Peter and John had gone to the Temple to pray
and had met up with a man who had been lame all his life.

 

Peter fastened his eyes upon Him and declared

“Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have
given I thee, in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and
walk”

Acts 3:6

 

Peter took the man by the hand and pulled him up and the Bible
says immediately his feet and anklebones received strength and the
man went into the Temple walking and leaping and praising God.

 

This caused quite a stir so that a crowd gathered and Peter got
to preaching to the crowd and the Bible says that about 5000 people
heard the Word and believed (Acts 4:4)

 

But the stir got the attention of the leaders of Israel.

 

They captured Peter and John, held them in jail over night and
the next day, after interrogating them, threatened them and
commanded them to speak no more about Jesus.

 

In Acts 4:19-20

Peter told them that he was going to preach Jesus whatever they
thought. He could not help but to do that!

 

So the Sanhedrin, having no idea what to do with them,
threatened them some more and let them go.

 

That brings us to vs 23. Peter and John immediately went back to
the church and reported what had happened.

 

And the spontaneous response to the report was prayer.

 

Can I ask you to ask yourself, is prayer your spontaneous
response to crises?

 

With that I want to give you three things;

I. THE POSITION OF THE PRAYER

Vs 24

 

I am not so much speaking about the position of their bodies as
I am of their spirits in the prayer time.

 

A. They were of one accord.

It is not the first time this has happened!

 


	They had been in one accord in prayer and supplication
for ten days prior to Pentecost (Acts1:14)

	On the day of Pentecost they had been of one accord
(Acts 2:1)

	After the 3000 were saved and baptized they continued
daily in one accord (Acts 2:46)



 

It looks like this is a habitual practice of this early
church!

 

But there is reason.

They are all in the same crisis!

 


	Every one of them knows his life is on the line for his
profession of faith.

	Every one of them has been, for all practical purposes,
put out of the traditional Jewish system.

	Every one of them knows that the only fellowship they
have is that fellowship they can have with each
other.

	Every one of them is trusting as Saviour One who only a
short time earlier HAD BEEN CRUCIFIED!



 

And when Peter and John return to report that, despite the
obvious blessings of God in souls saved and miracles done, they
were being threatened to speak no more about Jesus.

 

Every one of them knew it had bearing on their own lives.

 

You see, it was not just Peter and John who could not but speak
those things they had seen and heard (Acts 4:20)

 

EVERY ONE OF THEM WAS GOING TO SPEAK ABOUT JESUS.

 

So the threat was not simply a threat on Peter and John, it was
a threat on them!

 

They were all in one accord because they were all in the same
boat!

 

Jesus said Matt 18:19

Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree
on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be
done for them of my Father which is in heaven.
(KJV)

 

There is power in cooperative prayer.

But it isn’t just that you get someone to agree to pray with
you.

 

You have to agree about what you are praying for!

 

B. They lifted up their voice to God

No one was too worried about what someone else was thinking
about his or her prayer.

 

They were in an urgent spot!

 

The threat, though not imminent was real.

 

So there was some fervency to their prayer life!

 

I have been attending church now since 1979.

 

I have seen prayer meetings like the one we will hold tonight
done in about as many ways as I think possible.

 

To be honest, one of the concerns that almost every pastor I
know has about them is that there is no real life in the prayer
service.

 


	There is no urgency

	There is no fervency

	There is no fire



 

And there is very little unity in the prayer service.

 

I long for a service where the Holy Spirit of God gets hold of
every member of the church so that all of us have only one prayer
request

 

And all of us feel like we cannot let go of God in prayer until
we get it!

 

Only trouble is that we may have to go through a real fire to
make it happen!

 

Let me go to the second point of the message

II. THE PERSON OF THE PRAYER

Vs 24-28

 

I want you to see that, as far as we know, they spent more time
talking to God about God than about the problem!

 

Verses 24-28 deal with the person of God

Verses 29-30 deal with the request itself.

 

When you have a real need, it is of great help to know that God
is able to meet it!

 

A. Who He is

Vs 24

“Lord, Thou art God”

 

The word Lord is the same as “despot” an absolute ruler.

 

The word God is “theos.” It means exceeding God.

 

He is not just a god


	He is the God

	He is exceeding God

	He is almighty God

	He is the one true God



It is like they said, “God, You are an exceeding God!”

 

Hey, our God is no little god!

 

He is more God than we can ever imagine God to be.

 

That ought to bring comfort

And it ought to inspire awe.

 

B. What He did

Vs 24

which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and
all that in them is: (KJV)

 

This exceeding God we worship tonight is exceeding God.

And all that is around us is the product of His making.

 


	You look up in the sky tonight.



God made that!


	You look around to the trees tonight



God made them


	You take a look at Mt Rainier



God made that.


	Consider the Pacific Ocean and Puget
Sound



God made them

 

When we pray we are approaching the One who is exceeding God and
who made all that is!

 

C. What He thinks

Vs 25

Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why
did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain
things? (KJV)

 

God doesn’t ask questions because he doesn’t know the
answer.

 

He asks them almost musing at how ridiculous man is.

 

God is in heaven wondering at

1. The rage of the heathen-

Barnes notes says the heathen refer to the “nations” the systems
of the lost people.

 

And that rage refers to their opposition to the Messiah.

 

It is truly a wonderment that the world system is so opposed to
the Lord.

 

2. The vain imaginations of the people

The people refers to them as individuals

 

Vain means empty or useless.

 

So you have people thinking about things that have no
substance.

 

And you have world systems organizing them into opposition to
God.

 

God sees the violent reactions of this world against the truth
of Jesus

And God knows all about the empty, vain and useless things
people are doing with their lives.

 

D. What God has determined

Vs 26-28

That is that Jesus would give His life in order to save those
who will believe.

 

God uses the lost.

He uses the heathen’s rage as a means to His purpose

 

He uses the people’s thoughtlessness as a means to His
purpose.

 

Christian- there is not a world system or a wicked individual
who can do anything except God knows it and has determined to use
it as part of His master plan!

 

These folks are on good praying ground praying to a God like
that!

 

My last point

III. THE PURPOSE OF THE PRAYER

Vs 29-30

 

These people have some specific needs and in these two verses
they bring them forth:

 

A. Please God, behold…

Vs 29

They asked God to look at the threats that had been made.

 

1. There are some other times God looked down upon the
wicked.

 


	Like when he came to see what was going on before the
flood.



The imaginations of the heart was only evil continually.

And it repented God he had made man and he determined to destroy
them with a flood.

 


	And when He came down to see the wickedness in Sodom and
Gomorrah.



He rained down fire and brimstone and destroyed them with
fire.

 

2. There were other times when He saw the needs of His
people.

 

Like when they were in Egyptian slavery and their cries made it
up to God and He saw how they were suffering and sent Moses to
deliver them.

 

Prov 15:3

The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding
the evil and the good. (KJV)

 

“Lord, see my need!”

 

B. Please God, grant

Vs 29

Did you notice that they did not ask God to protect them from
the threats?

 

They just asked that they would be bold and faithful in the
midst of the trials.

 

We do not face the same difficulties they did, but I do not
believe there was ever a time when Christians needed to pray that
God grant us boldness to speak God’s Word than now!

 


	Souls are lost

	Christians are confused

	False doctrine and churches abound.



 

And we need to speak out for the Lord

 

Thirdly,

C. Please God, stretch forth thine hand

Vs 30

Folks, there is no reason to believe that God no longer wants to
do mighty things.

 

He does.

 

He just wants to make sure that He gets the glory for it when it
happens.

 

And I am still of the opinion, as I was when I preached through
Acts that supernatural Christianity is normal Christian, that a
church that isn’t getting prayers answered and seeing wonderful
things done

 

Is a dead church and nowhere near what God intended

 

I am done with this.

We must be about urgent, fervent, aggressive and unified
prayer!

 

We have got to get back to the focus of the church


	To win souls

	To baptize converts and

	To teach them everything the Bible teaches



 

And, with one accord beg God to help us do that!










I invite your comments questions and feedback. E-mail me at
marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org
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