
    
      [image: Cover]
    

  

[image: Feedbooks]

New Outsiders #7

Brian Burchette





Published: 2006

Tag(s): "Royal Flush Gang" "Madame Xanadu" "Phantom
Stranger" Comics DC2 Joker Batman Zatanna Skorpio Batgirl




New
Outsiders

Issue 7: “Preludes and Nocturnes”

Written by Brian Burchette

Cover by Roy Flinchum

Edited by Mark Bowers

 

 

 



Prologue

“…so this is very simple,” The Joker was speaking as if the
grey-haired old man, sitting across from him, was a four-year-old.
“You give us a cut of ten percent and we make sure that the
families never bother you again. It’s a simple deal, really, and
one that even your somewhat grotesque-shaped head can wrap itself
around.”



Standing behind Gotham’s most infamous evil child were the Ace and
Jack of Spades. They were carefully watching the two sons of the
old man, whose shop they were in.



“You’re nuts!” the old man spat out.



“…uh huh…” The Joker replied.



“Get the hell out of my store, you freak. I’m already paying ten
percent to the Bertinellis. There’s no way I’m giving you or your
little gang anything. Now get out of here or I’ll have my boys kick
you out.”



The Joker sighed. “And I even came down here in person. Not
everybody gets the royal treatment, you know. Oh very well, sorry
to bother you. No hard feelings,” he said as he held out his gloved
hand.



The old man shook his head in wonder. “I’ll give ya one thing, you
got balls,” he said as he took The Joker’s hand.



For the last sixty seconds of the man’s life, he regretted the
offered hand. The voltage that went through him stuck him to the
floor. He shook uncontrollably as his entire body suddenly burst
into flames The horrid odor of burning flesh filled the store. His
sons tried to intercede, but the Jack hit one square in the
forehead with his laser, killing the man instantly The other one
was struck by the Ace and he flew into a display of shot glasses,
falling to the floor unconscious.



The Joker looked around, satisfied. “Jack, plant it, and let’s get
out of here.”



The Jack of Spades nodded with a smile on his face as he listened
to his new king cackle in delight.

 

 



Chapter 1

The laugh…surrounding her…nothing but darkness and the
laugh…getting louder…Dick’s body…hanging on a meat
hook…bloody…broken…her fault…



Barbara Gordon woke up with a start. There was a warm breeze gently
blowing into her room. Her head felt heavy, and it took her a
moment to realize she had been dreaming. The same dream she had
been having for months now; yet, something was wrong. She rubbed
her temples, trying desperately to shake the fog that surrounded
her thoughts.



She threw on her robe and walked out onto the balcony. She listened
to the sounds of the city, when she realized what she was sensing.
Her heart skipped a beat, but she stayed calm.



“You can quit hiding in the shadows now. That might work with Dad,
but it doesn’t work with me.”



As if the night itself parted for him, Batman stepped out of the
shadows.



“What do you know about The Joker?”



“What?” she asked, momentarily thrown off by the question.



“The Joker,” he repeated. “I’ve come to take him back to
Arkham.”



Seeing his face in the moonlight brought back a series of mixed
emotions, but at the forefront of them was anger. He had shown up
out of nowhere and was now demanding information from her, without
even a “Hello” or “How’ve you been?”



“At the moment, he’s disappeared again, but we’re looking for him,
and we’ll find him ourselves,” she said as the anger continued to
rise



If he had noticed the anger in her voice - and why wouldn’t he, he
was Batman - he didn’t acknowledge it. He just turned, as if to
leave.



“No!” she cried out, surprising herself. When he stopped and turned
to her, she marched over to him. “This is not your town, and you do
not have an exclusive on that maniac. We will get him, and when we
do, we’ll bring him to you.”



She held her breath as his face turned grim. There was a large part
of her that knew she was out of line. Everything that happened in
Gotham, it had been her fault; she was the one that had almost got
herself, and Dick, killed. Not to mention Julie…



She stood there waiting for the explosion, the anger, the
accusation; however, he just stood there, staring at her for what
seemed like minutes.



“You look tired,” was all he said.



“It’s three thirty in the morning,” she snapped, ashamed of herself
as soon as she said it.



“One week, and then I’m coming back to get him.”



“Two weeks,” she countered, and then as he opened his mouth to
speak, “…please…”



“Two weeks, but Barbara,” and his voice softened just a tad, “you
need to let go of the guilt, or you’re going to get yourself
killed, and that I won’t allow. I’ll be in Gotham if you need
me.”



Before she could respond, he was swinging away into the early
morning hours. She watched his cape billow out as he swung into the
darkness, then went in, sat on the edge of the bed and took a deep
breath. She thought back to those last words, “and that I won’t
allow”. With those few words, he had removed some of the weight
that had been sitting on her heart.

 

 



Chapter 2

Zatanna watched the construction of the new lounge that was being
created just for her. After Ollie had decided to reopen L’Inferno
under his management and a new name, the second thing he had done
was offer her an exclusive contract. It was an overwhelming offer
and it took her all of four seconds to accept. He had allowed her
complete control of the design and concept of the lounge itself.
She watched the builders and electricians as they began to raise
the giant Z that would hang from the top of the stage, eventually
glowing in blue and white.



She felt a nibble on her hand, and looked down to see Basil, her
rabbit, looking up at her.

His ears twitched as she smiled down at him, and she stroked those
ears back.



“I take it you’re tired of watching them?” she asked him. “How
about if I show you my dressing room? All that’s left to do in
there is paint the ceiling.”



She carried him into the room and sat him down on her makeup table
She checked her wardrobe that had already been moved in. All of her
outfits had been hand-made by the same person who had done Barbara
and Helena’s new outfits. Ollie had been right; his friend, Brandon
Melrik, was a one of a kind. He was also one of the few that had
seen her act in the Casbah Club. He had enjoyed it and was more
then willing to give her several different outfits for her act, any
of which could also be used in her other line of work. He had also
made several different styles of hats for her.



The rest of the dressing room reflected her love and desire for
knowledge in anything magical and the occult. Books and old scrolls
that were once her father’s lay on shelves along the walls. Not her
entire collection, but the stuff that she was investigating at the
time. She hadn’t said anything to her new friends, but she was
working on her own mystery - the disappearance of her father. So
far, she had come up empty-handed, but she knew he was out there,
somewhere, and she was bound and determined to find him.



She walked around the room, lighting candles, and finally sitting
cross-legged in the middle of the room. She focused, concentrating
her will, washing everything from the outside world away. She had
been doing this for two weeks straight, hoping beyond hope to
somehow connect with her father, on some other plain, perhaps A
couple of times she had believed that his presence had been in the
room, at least a small part of it, but it had been fleeting at
best.



After twenty minutes of futile searching, she began to come out of
her trance, when she felt it again. It was there, in the room
again. Not her father, but something akin to his memory, like an
echo that had traveled miles down an endless cavern. She refocused
and stretched out her will, searching harder, desperately trying to
trace it back to its source. Then suddenly she found it, and it was
in the room It was coming from Basil. She opened her eyes in
astonishment as her familiar stiffened and some sort of magical
energy form appeared above the white rabbit. Her eyes widened as it
took on the appearance of her father.



“Zatanna, my dear child, if you are seeing this, then I may well be
dead. You must be careful, for the enemies that I have made in my
life may come for you. I have hidden my journals from those who
would try to use them for their nefarious plans. They have much
useful information in them, so much so that I dare not give you
their location by these means. Seek out those few that I have
trusted in my life, and there you will find enough answers to
locate my most prized possessions… well, next to you my beautiful
daughter. I love you my child, now and always.”



Then, just as suddenly as it appeared, it was gone, but not before
two very powerful images appeared before her. The first was that of
a shining gold mask, with only two slits for eye holes - it looked
like some kind of helmet. The second was the head of a man, his
blue fedora worn so low that the top part of his face was hidden in
its shadow - his nose, mouth, and strong chin the only thing
showing. Then they too were gone.



Zatanna let out a gasp as she relaxed her will. Sweat had formed on
her forehead and she was still trying to catch her breath when a
voice behind her made her jump



“You alright, Zee?” Babs asked with concern.



The magician looked up at her new friend. “My father…I just got a
message from him. Barbara, I think I may need your help.”



“Come on, let’s get a cup of coffee and you can tell me all about
it.”

 

 



Interlude

Tony Scarapelli lived in one of the most opulent homes outside of
Las Vegas. His twenty-two room estate was adorned from the outside
with exotic flowers, plants and birds that seemed to continuously
fly in what appeared to be the same pattern.



Inside, Tony’s office was just as magnificent with its reflective
hardwood floor, thick mahogany furniture and deep maroon walls
Tony, himself, sat behind his desk in one of his favorite Armani
suits, a cigar planted firmly between his fingers as he studied his
newest employee.



“This is a dark time for my family,” he was explaining. “My nephew
is in jail on racketeering charges, Assistant D.A. Adrian Chase has
been hounding me and my men for over a year now, some loon calling
himself Vigilante is putting a crimp in my business dealings, The
Joker is in town trying to muscle in on all the family’s turf, and
now Vito Bertinelli and I are stockpiling a ton of weapons that are
coming to us from God knows where. What I do know is that the fire
power these things have could create World War Three. My family and
I are not safe - that’s why I’ve hired ya. I’ve heard good things
about ya.”



The man called Skorpio leaned across the desk. “I just want to make
this clear, Mr. Scarapelli. I’m good at what I do and I’ll do
anything you ask; however, I draw the line when it comes to kids.
Any involvement that hurts or endangers them and I’m out of here.
My last employer didn’t quite get that message clear enough, and I
had to terminate our partnership.”



“Hey, I’m not some kind of sicko, I’m a business man. Now, I have
an assignment for you. I got word that Bertinelli’s uncle is the
one in charge of retrieving their new weapons. I’m told that they
are keeping most of them stored in the basement underneath the
restaurant he owns: Lily’s. I want you to break in there, after
hours tonight, and destroy these weapons. It’s time for that wanker
to remember who the big boss is in this town.”



“Piece o’ cake,” Skorpio replied from underneath the mask.

 

 



Chapter 3

Zatanna and Barbara had been talking over coffee for nearly an hour
since they had finished lunch, both trying to figure out the
significance of the images that Zee had seen in her dressing room.
Barbara patted her hand in assurance



“Let me do some digging, maybe I can find someone who can help us
figure this out. I have an idea about that gold mask, but I want to
be sure first ”



Zee leaned across the table, studying Barbara’s face closely “You
look tired.”



“You’re the second person in less then twelve hours to tell me
that. I haven’t been sleeping well With trying to search for The
Joker, these allusive weapons and Mr. Wonderful, school work, and
accepting Ollie’s job offer to run security for the new casino he’s
opening, I’m feeling a bit tired, but…”



She was interrupted by the voice of a young man who had come up
behind her. “Barbara? Barbara Gordon, is that you?”



Barbara turned and let out a gasp. “Dennis Ellis!”



The dark-haired man’s face turned into a grin “I’ll be damned! I
haven’t seen you since our freshman year at GCU. Talk about a small
world. What are you doing in Vegas?”



“Finishing school, actually. I took some time off for personal
reasons and came out here to get a fresh start. What about you?
What are you doing here?”



“I took an internship at Sunrise Children’s Hospital. The hours are
murder, but it’s really been rewarding so far. I just can’t believe
it’s you,” he gushed.



“Dennis, this is my good friend, Zatanna Zatara. Zee, this is
Dennis Ellis. We were chemistry partners back in Gotham. Please,
Dennis, have a seat.”



“I can’t, I’ve got to get back to the hospital… but listen, I’m
actually off for a few hours tonight. Would you be interested in
dinner?”



Barbara was thrown off-guard by the question. She smiled up at him,
her mind working feverishly to decide what her response should be.
She was about to answer when it was done for her.



“She’d love to,” Zee jumped in. “How does seven sound?”



“Great!” Dennis exclaimed, his grin growing wider. “I’ve got a part
time job that I’m doing, when I can, to help pay my student loans,
so I’d have to call it an early night, but that would be great I
know this place called Lily’s, great food. Give me your address and
I’ll pick you up at seven.”



Barbara had turned to stare at Zee and was about to speak again
when she noticed Zatanna moving her fingers quickly and suddenly
she saw a piece of paper appear with her address on it. She handed
it to Dennis, who had missed the entire thing, his eyes never
leaving Barbara’s face.



“I’ll see you tonight,” he exclaimed as he walked off
hurriedly.



Barbara turned again to her friend who also had a grin on her face
“What did you do that for?” she demanded



Zee’s smile turned warm. “Hey, I’m not saying you need to throw his
tie around your bedpost, but maybe you need a night out with a nice
fellow. He does seem to be, oh what’s the word my father always
used, ‘smitten’, with you. Wait, before you say another word, just
listen,” she requested as she put her hand over her friend’s. “You
just said it yourself; all you’ve been doing is work, work, work.
Take a little time for yourself. You deserve it. I’ll tell you
what: I’m familiar with Lily’s. There’s a nightclub right across
the street from the place. I’ll meet you there after dinner and you
can tell me all about it, and avoid any awkward moments like him
taking you home.”



Part of Barbara wanted to object, but the more she thought about it
the more the idea appealed to her. She gave a big sigh, nodding her
head in agreement.



Zatanna grinned. “You won’t regret this.”

 

 



Chapter 4

Barbara Gordon was an hour and a half into her date before thoughts
of school, work, or even The New Outsiders, entered her mind. She
found Dennis to be engaging, attentive, and extremely humorous.
They had talked about their days at GCU, her brief recess from
school, the four months he had spent in Star City helping
underprivileged kids, and her father. She found that they had much
in common and wondered why she had never really noticed him when
they were in class together



As they said their goodbyes on the street, she was surprised to
find herself accepting another date from him. His grin was
infectious and as they parted ways, she realized she was smiling as
well. She was still smiling when she found Zatanna sitting at the
bar of the club they had agreed to meet at.



“I told you,” the magician said with a knowing smile as Barbara
ordered a drink.



“Oh, so you’re one of those ‘I told you so’ people.”



“So tell me everything, leave out nothing.”



…and she did, sharing every joke and little tidbit that the couple
had discussed. Before they knew it, an hour had passed. They
finished their drinks and headed towards the door when they heard
it; an explosion from across the street, followed by gunfire. They
exchanged knowing glances and rounded the corner into a nearby
alley.



After donning her uniform, Batgirl glanced across at the restaurant
she had just been at. The sound of gunfire could still be heard,
and smoke was pouring out of the place. Although the place was
closed, the night staff had still been there and were pouring out
of the front door as well as out of the emergency exits.



“Zee, go through the front and make sure all the staff is out. I’ll
go around back and do the same.”



Zatanna nodded and ran across the street. People were starting to
come out of the late night clubs to gawk at the scene before them.
As Zatanna neared the front door, she grabbed a busboy that was
scrambling to make it out.



“What’s going on in there?”



The busboy looked at her for a second while he caught his breath
“I’m not sure. There was an explosion from the basement, then we
started hearing gunfire down there and we took off.”



“Is anyone still in there?”



“I don’t know. It’s hard to see in there. The smoke’s pretty
thick.”



More gunshots came from the kitchen and the busboy took off running
Zatanna turned to go in when the door flew open and two men in
suits flew towards her. She barely got out of the way when Skorpio
came barreling through the door She recognized the costume by the
description Black Canary had given. Gunfire went off again as
Skorpio turned and backhanded another man, making him fly back into
the kitchen. The other one turned to run, but it was too late;
Skorpio had grabbed him and snapped his arm. As the man screamed in
pain, the villain threw him across the dining area and turned his
attention back to the original two he had hurled.



“I’m letting you two live for one reason,” the man behind the metal
helmet said. “Tell your boss his days in Vegas are numbered. His
weapons are gone and soon his family will be too.”



“You guys need to learn how to play nice,” Batgirl said as she
swung herself in from the remaining piece of the door frame and
sent Skorpio flying forward with a kick.



She came at him, kicking out again, but he grabbed her leg and
threw her into a table. As Batgirl shook off the blow, Skorpio
raised his arms and prepared his daggers.



Before Zatanna could even yell out a warning, the daggers
jettisoned from their compartment and went flying toward Batgirl,
who had already begun her back flip. She dodged both of them with
ease, landing on her feet and grabbing for a batarang, only to find
that Skorpio had disappeared again out of the kitchen door.



“Zatanna, check the basement and make sure there is nobody down
there. If there is, get them out. I’m going after Skorpio ”



Before Zee could respond, the red-haired heroine was gone. She
sighed and ran towards the back steps.



“emokS raelc,” she said as she moved her fingers in the patterns
she needed. The smoke instantly cleared away from her and she was
able to locate the stairs to the basement. She found three armed
guards lying at the bottom, in front of two large freezer doors.
The left door had been blown open and there was a huge fire burning
inside, the flames licking outside the gaping hole, threatening to
move into the rest of the establishment.



She turned to the men. “raeppA no eht teerts,” she called out and
watched the men vanish before her eyes As soon as they were gone,
she felt it again. Something odd was going on with her powers. She
turned to the fire as the flames began to crawl out into the rest
of the basement.



She focused her will and concentrated. “eriF esrepsid.” She felt
that familiar release, but with it was something else. Her power
was waning, like it did when she tried to transport the group back
in the desert a couple of weeks ago. The fire dimmed, but did not
go out. She refocused and uttered the words again, pushing her will
for all it was worth. The fire eventually dissipated, but she
collapsed on the floor, as if she had just run the Boston Marathon.
Why was this happening to her? What was wrong with her powers? She
got to her feet slowly and looked into the room. Her eyes widened
at what she saw. The weapons! The same weapons that had been coming
onto the street for the last few months. They were mostly just a
slag of metal now, but she could still make some of them out. This
Skorpio guy was here to destroy them. He had said something about
“his boss”, which obviously meant this was mob-related. She
staggered up the steps. She had to get to Barbara and help her, no
matter how weak she was.

 

 



Chapter 5

Barbara had followed Skorpio out the back door and into the alley,
where he had seemingly disappeared. The alley ran at least a
quarter of a mile There was no way he could have gotten to either
end before she had gotten out there. So where was he? If not to the
left or right, then up?



She looked up to see Skorpio’s leg disappear onto the roof. She
grabbed the small gun from her belt and fired the cable onto the
roof. She felt it catch and hooked her end to the spring-action
reel on her belt. As she went flying up, she began to formulate
some kind of plan. His armor protected him from straight-on
physical attacks. She had to go a different route, by either
getting through the armor, or getting him to take himself
out.



She was airborne for just a moment as she came down, cape billowing
out behind her, but that moment was all it took for Skorpio to grab
her and throw her across the roof. She rolled with it and came up,
grabbing another item from a compartment on her belt. As he leapt
toward her, an audible snarl emanating from the helmet, she threw
down three pellets that flashed brightly in front of him. He let
out a cry of surprise as he hit the brick roof, missing his
mark.



Batgirl quickly pulled out a small bundle of wire connecting to the
end of a batarang and threw it. It hit its target and wrapped
itself around Skorpio’s legs. She pulled back hard and Skorpio,
already on his back and clutching the eye pieces of his mask, was
dragged forward.



“I don’t think so,” he yelled as his arms went up before him and
two small globes came out of his wrists Batgirl instantly went to
jump, but it was too late as the section of roof directly beneath
her exploded, sending the young heroine flying. She landed in a
heap four feet away.



Skorpio quickly untangled himself and walked up to his nemesis.
Looking down, he made an audible gasp as he saw half of her mask
torn off. He stepped back, stunned. “Oh no,” he whispered. He went
to her, making sure she was still breathing. As he knelt down,
Batgirl came up quickly, pulling some acid pellets from her belt
and flinging them at the base of Skorpio’s helmet. He cried out in
surprise.



Batgirl brought her legs up and pushed him away from her. He fell
onto his back, as she got up, swaying. There was a loud ringing in
her ears and she felt sick to her stomach. She had a concussion,
possibly a broken rib, from the way she felt. She didn’t have much
longer before she was going to pass out. She stumbled towards the
green-clad villain and with the help of the acid that she had used,
pulled off his helmet. Then it was her turn to let out a gasp as
she looked into the eyes of Dennis Ellis.



“Dennis?” Perhaps she was seeing things. Maybe she had already
passed out. No, she hurt way too much for that to be true.



“I had to Barbara,” was all he said. “I’m sorry.”



“So am I,” she replied as she went for his neck, hitting the
pressure point that Bruce and Dick had shown her. He instantly went
rigid and fell over. She crawled off of him and looked up to see
Zatanna stumbling her way. What was wrong with her friend, Batgirl
thought before darkness consumed her.

 

 



Interlude II

On a nearby rooftop, a blonde woman in her late twenties watched
the entire scene with a cruel smile on her face. She could hear
sirens in the distance It wasn’t time yet, but soon, very soon, she
would have Zatanna where she wanted her. But this was fun,
she thought. Very tasty. She raised her arms, whispered,
moved her fingers, and disappeared.

 

 



Chapter 6

Barbara woke up slowly, confused and suffering from the worst
headache of her life. She turned her head and the pain was intense.
She caught a glimpse of Zee standing next to her and tried to smile
- it came out a grimace.



“About time you woke up.”



“What happened?”



“After you passed out, I took some of your rope and tied Skorpio up
and hung him over the edge of the building. By the time the police
and fire departments had appeared, I was getting some of my
strength back, enough to teleport us out of there. I wasn’t sure if
I had enough left to help you, so I got you changed and brought you
here. Told them you’d been in a motorcycle accident. You’ve got a
concussion and a cracked rib, but the doctor said you’d be fine.
They’re going to keep you in here for observation for the rest of
the night.”



“What happened to you?” Barbara asked, although she was getting
drowsy again.



“We’ll talk about it later, I promise You sleep. I’m going home to
do the same thing.”



Barbara smiled and drifted off again.

 

 



Chapter 7

Zatanna lay sleeping in her apartment. Exhaustion had set in as
soon as she had walked through the door. Her mind had been spinning
with questions, and she thought she would never get to sleep.
Surprisingly she was out as soon as her head hit the pillow.



Not long after, Basil, lying on the pillow next to his mistress,
looked up to see smoke pour into the room. His ears went up as a
tall man in a dark suit, cloak flowing behind him, fedora pulled
down covering the top of his face, stepped out of the darkness. He
walked over to Zatanna and was about to place his gloved hand on
her shoulder when a female voice from behind stopped him.



“You cannot take her yet.”



He spun around to find a hooded woman in a velvet burgundy cloak
standing behind him. She lowered the hood to reveal her face.



“You are called Madame Xanadu,” he said.



“…and you are the one called Phantom Stranger. I know why you are
here, but I must tell you that now is not the time. You must wait a
little longer There is a crisis coming, and she, like her friends,
has a role to play.”



“I do not know when I will be able to make it back.”



“Do not worry, Stranger. When the time comes, she will find
you.”



They both disappeared from the room and Basil nestled back down
into his pillow and closed his eyes.

 

 



Chapter 8

Barbara was exhausted. She had been woken up several times
throughout the night as nurses poked and prodded her. Not long
after the sun came up, the doctor had come in to check on her. She
couldn’t help but notice that he was a handsome man, probably in
his mid-thirties. No ring. She stopped herself after that.



“How are we doing this morning, Ms. Gordon?”



“Fine, Doctor. When will I be able to leave?”



“Soon. You were very lucky. I’d take it easy for a couple of days,
maybe see your own doctor for a follow-up, but you’re going to be
fine. Take care of yourself and be careful on that bike of
yours.”



He left her alone and she closed her eyes again. Her thoughts went
back to her date last night. Just her luck - she finally ended up
going out with a guy that seemed to have it all together, and he
turned out to be some souped-up mob enforcer. She was done, she
decided. There was enough going on right now, she didn’t need the
added pressure of a man in her life.



“Barbara?” the male voice called from the doorway



The voice was not the doctor’s and she knew immediately whose it
was. Her heart started racing, her throat becoming instantly dry.
Oh God Why him? Why now?



She turned to the door and opened her eyes. There he was, leaning
against the door frame with a look of concern on his face.



“Dick…”

 



Barbara’s story continues in Nightwing
#5.
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If you enjoyed this story, you can find more tales of your favorite
DC heroes at DC2
Universe.



All characters are (c) DC Comics and no infringement upon their
copyrights is intended. Support DC Comics by buying their monthly
comic books and graphic novels.
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	All-Star
Comics #4 (2006)
All-Star Comics: Plastic Man.

A day in the life of DC2's most malleable hero. Join him and his
partner, Woozy Winks, Jr. as they stop a bank heist, confront a mad
scientist, and rip on Booster Gold!
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Outsiders #3 (2006)
New Outsiders: The Full House.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

Introducing the all new Royal Flush Gang!

When the New Outsiders bust up a seemingly routine drug shipment,
they find that the weapons being used on the street are anything
but normal. Can they discover who is behind this new technology
before every mob family becomes acquainted with the new
weapons?
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Outsiders #4 (2006)
New Outsiders: Nothing Beats a Royal Flush.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The New Outsiders and The Royal Flush Gang clash for the first
time. Line's are drawn, enemy's are made, searches continue, and
Joker makes his presence known in a big way!



	


New
Outsiders #5 (2006)
New Outsiders: To the Victor...

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The New Outsiders vs. The Animates

The Royal Flush Gang vs. The Animates

The New Outsiders vs. The Royal Flush Gang

The Royal Flush Gang vs. The Joker

When the dust settles, who will be left standing?



	


New
Outsiders #6 (2006)
New Outsiders: Broken Arrows.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The search for a fourteen year old runaway sends Green Arrow,
Black Canary, and guest star Speedy, into a dark, disturbing, and
all to real world that will open old wounds and takes Ollie and
Dinah's relationship to a new level.



	


New
Outsiders #8 (2006)
New Outsiders: For Unlawful Carnal Knowledge.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The Scarapellis...

The Bertinellis...

The Huntress...

Two shocking revelations...

One crucial decision...

...and Adrian Chase's world will never be the same again...



	


New
Outsiders #9 (2006)
New Outsiders: On the Horizon.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The gang is back together as they discover exactly who Mr.
Wonderful really is. Does he have anything to do with the looming
Crisis? You better believe it! What role do the New Outsiders have
in the big event? It all starts here, folks!



	


New
Outsiders #10 (2006)
New Outsiders: Riders on the Storm.

Crisis: The Apokolips Imperative, Part 4!

As the war rages, the Outsiders find themselves stranded on
Apokolips, searching desperately for a lost teammate. But as the
Hunger Dogs rise in revolt, will it be too late for one of the
Outsiders, trapped in the clutches of Darkseid's depraved torturer,
Desaad?



	


New
Outsiders #11 (2006)
New Outsiders: Aftermath, Part 1.

The Crisis may be over, but The New Outsiders find that the
aftermath will be just as devastating as they return from Apokolips
to find that Las Vegas is under martial law, and the Joker is
spreading chaos everywhere.



	


New
Outsiders #12 (2006)
New Outsiders: Aftermath, Part 2.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE!

The New Outsiders and The Teen Titans join forces to bring down
The Royal Flush Gangs!

Meanwhile, Nightwing and Batgirl hunt down The Joker, but to
confront the Crown Prince of Crime, they must first confront that
horrific night that still haunts their memories.



	


New
Outsiders #13 (2006)
New Outsiders: Forsaking All Others.

You are cordially invited to attend the wedding of Oliver Jonas
Queen to Dinah Laurel Lance. But where is Adrian Chase, and why
won't he be attending the wedding?



	


Justice
League #6 (2007)
Justice League: Public Enemy Number One.

Aquaman is wanted by the American Government for crimes against
America. He has been branded a terrorist and President Maxwell Lord
has demanded that the Justice League bring him in. What will they
do?

You don't want to miss this one! This year's Crisis starts
here!



	


Detective
Comics #22 (2007)
Detective Comics: Opening Salvo.

As three of Gotham's most powerful underground figures begin
their rise to the top, Batman faces three seemingly unrelated
mysteries; but are they as random as they appear to be?



	


Detective
Comics #18 (2007)
Detective Comics: The Two Faces of Harvey Dent, Part 2 (of
2).



	


Detective
Comics #16 (2007)
Detective Comics: Masks, Part 4 (of 4).



	


Detective
Comics #14 (2007)
Detective Comics: Boiling Point.

Gotham is becoming a war zone! Mob bosses are looking at each
other with more then a little suspicion. The GCPD is stretched
thin, and a new Commissioner is needed. Who will the Mayor choose?
Who is pulling all the strings? Who is trying to take over Wayne
Enterprises? Revelations abound. With an ending that will you leave
you speechless.



	


Detective
Comics #15 (2007)
Detective Comics: Masks, Part 2 (of 4).

With James Gordon's life hanging in the balance, and Gotham City
in an all out war, three heroes gather together to keep him alive.
But can even Batman, Nightwing, and Batgirl keep James safe from
the assassin that Black Mask has hired to finish the job?



	


Detective
Comics #17 (2007)
Detective Comics: The Two Faces of Harvey Dent, Part 1 (of
2).



	


Detective
Comics #20 (2007)
Detective Comics: The Enemy of My Enemy.



	


Detective
Comics #19 (2007)
Detective Comics: Helpless



	


Detective
Comics #21 (2007)
Detective Comics: First Impressions

Bruce Wayne meets Tim Drake! James Gordon meets Renee Montoya!
And just wait until you see who Two-Face meets...



	


Detective
Comics #23 (2007)
Detective Comics: The Falcone and the Snowman.



	


Detective
Comics #24 (2007)
Detective Comics: Would You Like Fries With That?

Batman's battle with Mr. Freeze continues, and the mysteries of
Karen Walker and Jack Todd intertwine. The dangerous trio of
Two-Face, Penguin, and Black Mask make a bold move, and before it
all ends, betrayal will lead to murder!



	


Detective
Comics #25 (2007)
Detective Comics: Wheel in the Sky.

Is Alfred dead? Are Penguin and Two-Face dead? Why is the DEO in
Gotham? And who murdered Karen Walker? Questions begin to be
answered as we focus our attention on Detectives Renee Montoya and
Crispus Allen. Also a confrontation you never thought you'd see in
the DC2 Universe: Chloe Sullivan vs. James Gordon!



	


New
Outsiders #20 (2007)
New Outsiders: Shattered.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

As the Checkmate Super Soldiers are taken over by a deadly
threat, it's up to Batgirl and Zatanna to find a way to switch them
off and help the Justice League and the rest of the Outsiders. But
what Zatanna finds at Cadmus will send her reeling, and the rest of
the Outsiders face the fact that they may never be together
again.



	


Justice
League vs. America #4 (2007)
Justice League vs. America: Fade to Black.

The penultimate chapter of this year’s huge event! The secret of
the super soldiers is revealed, but can they be defeated? Martian
Manhunter sends a small force to face the threat that has put
America on the brink of destruction, and, when all hope is lost,
help comes from the most unexpected of people… but is it too late?
An ending that's guaranteed to send shivers down your spine!



	


New
Outsiders #14 (2007)
New Outsiders: Same Thing In Reverse.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

Sister vs. Sister

Black Canary vs. Black Canary

Secrets are revealed. A year-long plot is exposed. And two
Outsiders’ lives will begin to spiral out of control.



	


Justice
League #3 (2007)
Justice League: Mystery in Space, Part 1.

With the threat of destruction looming over the citizens of
Thanagar, Carter Hall's son has come looking for his long-lost
father. The Justice League stand ready to aid him, but will they be
able to help save his home planet?



	


New
Outsiders #15 (2007)
New Outsiders: Eye for an Eye.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The truth is out and Adrian Chase is determined to make the people
who were involved with his wife's death pay. Meanwhile, Huntress
searches for her man, all the while being hunted by a mob informant
with a grudge of his own. Can the rest of their team find them
before tragedy strikes?



	


Justice
League #4 (2007)
Justice League: Mystery in Space, Part 2.

The Justice League has been divided! While one team races to aid
Thanagar, another team helps Katar Hol in preparing his people for
the inevitable. And the only thing standing between Despero and the
great planet of Thanagar? The Martian Manhunter!



	


New
Outsiders #16 (2007)
New Outsiders: And So It Goes.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

This is it! The story of Huntress and Vigilante ends here. And
when the dust settles, nothing will ever be the same for this group
of heroes.



	


Justice
League #5 (2007)
Justice League: Mystery in Space, Pt. 3 (of 3): Sacrificial
Lamb.

The final battle between the Justice League and Despero is here!
But exactly how will they defeat the alien powerhouse? And how much
sacrifice will one hero endure to end the threat? Action and
intrigue abound in this pulse-pounding conclusion!



	


New
Outsiders #17 (2007)
New Outsiders: Divergences.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The tragic events of last issue are felt by all as each
remaining member of the team consider where they are going to go
from here. Zatanna returns, and a new mystery begins.



	


New
Outsiders #18 (2007)
New Outsiders: T.O. Morrow Never Dies.

The mystery surrounding The Red Tornado's origin comes to an
explosive conclusion as he and Batgirl discover the truth
surrounding his "birth".



	


Justice
League #7 (2007)
Justice League: Laying the Foundation.

Like a phoenix from the ashes, the Justice League rises from the
Crisis, stronger then before, and with more members... but who?



	


New
Outsiders #21 (2007)
New Outsiders: That's a Wrap.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The crisis is over, and so are the New Outsiders, by the looks
of it. Who will stay, and who will go? And who lurks in the
shadows, waiting for the right time to strike.

Plus, a turning point in the life of Kate Spencer!



	


New
Outsiders #24 (2007)
New Outsiders: Letting it Simmer.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

Kate Spencer's world is turned upside down in more ways than one
when she meets her real mother, and finds out what has happened to
The Squealer. What exactly is going on with Batgirl? Who are the
mysterious hooded figures?

Plots thicken and the final member of The New Outsiders is
revealed! A new threat is revealed! All this and a battle royal
between Manhunter and Huntress!



	


New
Outsiders #22 (2007)
New Outsiders: Red or Black.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

Roulette is back! Huntress and Black Canary face off against
their mentors in a battle for Batgirl's life. Kate Spencer comes to
a very big crossroad in hers, and Grace stumbles upon some
unexpected help from a very unexpected hero.



	


New
Outsiders #23 (2007)
New Outsiders: Breaking the Rules.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE

As Black Canary and Huntress fight for their lives as well as
the life of Batgirl, help is about to come from three very
different heroes... in fact you could even call them...
outsiders.



	


Detective
Comics #26 (2008)
Detective Comics: When One Door Closes...

The thrilling conclusion as Batman faces off with Two-Face for
the first time! Tim learns the full truth about his father and his
mother. And the fate of Black Mask and The Penguin! With an ending
that will... well... you'll see!



	


Detective
Comics #27 (2008)
Detective Comics: The Remains.

Bruce Wayne is the main focus of this issue as he deals with the
newest member of his household, the news that the Clown Prince of
Crime has become a... mob boss??? And with Vicki Vale gone he finds
a new companion by the name of-- Selina Kyle.

All this and the fate of the Penguin!!!



	


Detective
Comics #28 (2008)
Detective Comics: In the Still of the Night.

Batman finds that control over his city is slipping away from
him as Gotham's underworld continues to be flipped upside down, and
unbelievable alliances are being made. But who's pulling the
strings?



	


Detective
Comics #29 (2008)
Detective Comics: Walking the Line.

As things begin to go from worse to critical in Gotham, Batman
reluctantly turns to help from the most unlikely of sources. But
just how far will the Dark Knight go to bring down one of his
greatest enemies?

Plus, The Demon loses his most powerful pawn, and all of Gotham
may pay the price!



	


Detective
Comics #30 (2008)
Detective Comics: The Punchline.

The Joker has been used... and he's not happy! The battle
between Batman and The Demon may be for nothing, if The Joker has
his way! A double sized explosive issue that will end as all Joker
tales end... in death and destruction!



	


Detective
Comics #31 (2008)
Detective Comics: Beneath the Rubble.

After The Joker's massive destruction, Gotham City is under
Martial Law! Villains and mob bosses are making last ditch efforts
to solidify their positions, and James Gordon must stand alone
against one of his former friends and allies.



	


Detective
Comics #32 (2008)
Detective Comics: Cape and Cowl.

This is it, folks! Tim Drake puts on the mask, the cape, the
uniform! His first official appearance as Robin, the new Boy
Wonder! Just don't let Alfred and Dick find out...

Guest Starring: The New Outsiders' Batwoman!



	


Teen
Titans Annual #1 (2008)
Teen Titans Annual: Thicker than Water.

A picnic between Nightwing and Starfire on a sunny New York
afternoon turns into a nightmare as some very familiar aliens
appear to take their Princess, and Kory and The Titans come face to
face with Starfire's sister!



	


Teen
Titans West #1 (2008)
Teen Titans West: I Left My Heart...

Not seen since the Teen Titans Annual #1; Bumblebee, Risk,
Golden Eagle, and Speedy are now joined in San Francisco by Omen,
Hawk & Dove, and Aqualad as a new chapter in the history of the
Teen Titans begins.

An adventure that will reveal not only the origin of at least
one member of this new team, but also change the life of someone
else in the DC2 Universe!



	


Teen
Titans West #2 (2008)
Teen Titans West: United We Stand.

Continuing where it left off, the team of heroes continue to
battle the creature in the San Francisco Bay, and all seems lost...
that is until Golden Eagle and Aqualad show up to help save the
day!



	


Action
Comics #39 (2009)
Action Comics: Kon-El, Part Three

There's a new, and younger, Superman up for bid, but which
insane genius will get his hands on him? Lex Luthor? Dr. Ivo? Dr.
Sivana? Or will Superman, Supergirl, Captain Marvel, and Mary
Marvel be able to stop this potential weapon from falling into the
wrong hands?



	


Action
Comics #40 (2009)
Action Comics: Kon-El, Part Four

This is it! The conclusion to DC2's first appearance of
Superboy! Featuring: Dr. Ivo, Amazo, Captain Marvel, Supergirl,
Lois Lane, Lex Luthor, Dr. Xadu, and uhhh, oh yeah... Superboy!



	


Rogues
Gallery #16 (2009)
Rogues Gallery: ?

He knows not who he is, or where he came from. Fragmented
memories envelope him, but only to the point of confusion. A scar
that he does not know how he received is his only clue to his past.
He is an enigma wrapped in a mystery, and he's about to be...
reborn!



	


Wonder Woman
#35 (2009)
Wonder Woman: A Parting Gift, Part One (of Two).

The Gods are gone, but for Diana, there is still one more little
detail that has been left behind. Wonder Woman is in for the
surprise of her life - possibly a very short life!



	


Wonder Woman
#36 (2009)
Wonder Woman: A Parting Gift, Part Two (of Two).

Who is Cassandra Sandsmark and why does she want to kill Wonder
Woman? Who is Dr. Doris Zuel and why does she want Cassandra so
badly? Join us for the conclusion to the story that introduces not
one, not two, but three new characters to the DC2!



	


Teen
Titans West #3 (2009)
Teen Titans West: The Enemy of My Friend.

What is Speedy's mission for Checkmate? This issue reveals that,
as well as the nemesis that the TTW are up against! And if that's
not enough, there's a revelation that will have lasting effects for
two major DC2 characters!



	


Teen
Titans West #4 (2009)
Teen Titans West: When Doves Cry.

The Thanagarians and the Rannians battle over the city of San
Francisco while the Teen Titans West (with the help of Katar Hol,
Cyborg, and Starfire) try to stop the plans of Kanjar Ro. By the
time this issue is over, a shocking revelation will rip apart two
members of this non-group group!



	


Teen
Titans West #5 (2009)
Teen Titans West: And Away We Go.

The stunning (and really long-awaited) conclusion to the first
arc of the West Coast Titans! Hawkman and Golden Eagle have just
discovered they're brothers; but will they embrace as family?

And the machinations of Kanjar Ro and Byth come to a head! Will
The Titans West survive their first adventure together!



	


The
Flash #36 (2010)
The Flash: Impulse Control.

With the historic first meeting of Tim Drake, Conner Kent and
Cassie Sandsmark having happened during the holidays, it's no
surprise that Bart Allen would finally appear in the DC2. But it
may come as a surprise when we reveal just how long he's been
here...
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