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A young man of Puerto
Rican descent leans against a stone building in downtown Vegas, his
face dark and pitted, his eyes constantly shifting from one side of
the street to the other. He stands several blocks from The Freemont
Street Experience, the revitalized area that is home to the Golden
Nugget. Where he stands, however, there are no glittering lights or
crowds of people. Tourists are warned away from this area. He
stands there with his arms crossed, unafraid of the occasional gang
members that arrogantly walk past him.



A limo pulls up in front of him and the back door opens,
invitingly. He glances around one last time and then gets in. The
door shuts and he takes a moment to get adjusted to the darkness.
His employer sits in the shadows, across from him. He can only see
the wooden cane with its glittering gold knob, and the man’s hand
resting on it; each finger adorned with a ring, each shaped like a
particular suit in a deck of cards.



The young man leans back in his seat and presses a button on his
belt buckle. He shimmers, his form changing for a moment, and then
where the street punk was sitting, now appears the once King of
Spades.



“It’s good to see you again, sir,” the King says as he nods towards
the shadowed man.



The voice that answers comes out as a slow southern drawl. “Ah’ve
told you before, Your Majesty, don’t call me sir… that was my
pappy. Gambler is all I need to go by… for now.”



The King nodded. “It appears that The Joker has created a lot of
chaos in a very short time. The Queen has informed me that not only
has he caused havoc for the Bertinellis and the Scarapellis, but he
has systematically taken out almost all of the Castille
family.”



This news was greeted by a low chuckle. “Of course, the time to
remove The Joker is fast approaching. Within twenty-four hours The
Joker will have eliminated the Castille family completely, and we
will own everything they have; however, before we can set our plan
against The Joker in motion, we must wait. There is an… event… on
the horizon, and we must lay low until it’s over. The next time you
hear from me - then, and only then, will you make your move.”



“Forgive me, Gambler, but I must ask again, why are we not just
eliminating The Joker ourselves? He has nearly fulfilled his goals.
Why such an elaborate plan?”

“The Joker is not a stupid man, and neither am I. By killin’ a
member of The New Outsiders and framin’ The Joker, they take care
of our problem, and we don’t have to worry about him comin’ back on
us. Now take this, and be ready at a moment’s notice,” The Gambler
said as he handed the King a vial full of green liquid.



The King hesitated for a moment. “…and what of our internal
problem?”



“That will be taken care of bah me…as well as the replacement. Now
off you go, Your Majesty. It’s all comin’ down soon, and we must be
in place.”

 

 


Oliver Queen was coming down the wide
staircase of the lobby of his new hotel, his face contorted in
anger, moving quickly as he tried to distance himself from the
blond-haired man named Adrian Chase, who was speaking both heatedly
and rapidly to him.



“You know I’m right!” Adrian was shouting as they reached the
bottom of the step. His voice had made several heads turn as
employees were bustling around, in preparation for the grand
opening.



“It’s illegal, Chase! Not only that, but it’s morally and ethically
wrong,” Oliver shouted back as he headed towards the entrance to
the casino, sidestepping two women who seemed to be arguing about
their new duties.



“Listen to me.” Adrian grabbed Oliver’s arm and brought him around
to face him. “Just a few bugs, in a few of the deluxe suites. If we
set this place up right, you know these crime bosses will come
here. They’ll play the big tables, rent the big rooms. We would be
up to our necks in information.”



“…and what about all the innocent people? We’d be invading their
privacy!” Ollie shouted as he brought his face up to
Adrian’s.



“There are no innocent people in this town!” Chase shouted
back.



“What is going on here?” Dinah asked as she came walking up. “I
could hear you two all the way from the other side of the
casino.”



The two men continued to stare at each other, both refusing to look
away first. Dinah threw up her arms in disgust. “Fine, don’t tell
me, but you both need to take it somewhere else. People are
starting to stare.”



“Doesn’t matter, this discussion is over,” Ollie stated, still
glaring.



Barbara Gordon walked past all of them in a rush. “Follow me,” she
said quickly as she headed for the back of the casino. The others
fell in behind her.



They got to a door marked Management Only and Barbara
pressed a code into the keypad. As soon as it opened, the five of
them stepped into a small room that appeared empty. They all walked
up to the wall on the far side of the room and stood with their
backs to it. Suddenly the sections of the wall revolved, each one
taking a member with it. On the other side, they found themselves
in a special security room. Several television screens hung from
the walls on the north side, with three black chairs sat in front
of them. On the south side were all the monitors for the casino and
hotel, a large computer console standing in front of them. In the
middle of the room stood an oval table with six chairs.



Barbara walked over to the north wall and sat in the middle chair.
She opened up the arm rest and pressed a button that had been
hidden. Another, smaller, computer console came up from the floor
in front of her. She hit several buttons, and the television
screens all came on; all of them showing different news stations.
She hit another switch and one of the flat screens came out of the
wall and to the forefront.



“This report has just come in from GNN,” she explained. “It seems
that the weapons we are looking for have found their way to other
cities. There are reports coming in from Gotham, Metropolis, and
Star City, that these same weapons are finding their way onto the
streets. They’re spreading like a disease. Now, take a look at
this,” she said as she typed in something else.



The flat screen moved back into the wall as another one came out.
This one switched scenes to what appeared to be a warehouse, one
that looked familiar to all of them.



“Isn’t that the place we first ran into The Royal Flush Gang?”
Dinah asked.



Babs nodded. “Yep. I went back there a couple of days later and set
up a video camera, just in case they came back. Unfortunately, with
everything that’s been going on lately, I hadn’t had the time to
watch any of it until now. Take a look at this…”



They watched as Barbara forwarded the tape until they saw a truck
pull up and four men get out, go into the warehouse, and begin
hauling crates out and into the back of the U-Haul. Another car
pulled up and a gentleman with long blond hair and a trench coat
got out. He appeared to be giving the men directions.



“Pleasure Ride,” Ollie murmured.



“Uh huh,” Barbara agreed. “It looks as though our mysterious Mr.
Wonderful is still using the warehouse, and has been transporting
these weapons out of Vegas. The driver’s name is Clyde Hopper; I
paid him a visit last night. After a little coaxing he informed me
that there is another shipment going to leave this evening for
Central City. He and his cronies were hired by Pleasure Ride, so
they have no idea who Mr. Wonderful is.”



“Great job, Babs,” Dinah said patting her on the shoulder. “You
really have a knack for this sort of thing.”



“…and all because she used a hidden camera,” Adrian mused, giving
Ollie a knowing look.



“It’s not the same thing, Chase.” Ollie turned back to the screen.
“Is there any time or pattern that you’ve been able to figure
out?”



“They’ve been showing up between twelve and one in the morning.
That would give us plenty of time to set up and be ready for
them.”



“Agreed. I’ll contact Huntress and Zatanna and tell them to meet us
there.”



“Where are we going?”



They all turned to see Zee walking into the room. She looked tired
and her face seemed drawn. It took them all aback, causing them to
look at her and then each other.



Dinah walked up to her, a look of concern covering her face. “Are
you alright?”



She smiled, a false smile. “Sure, I’ve just been up late getting
ready for my big opening night. So where are we going?”



“I’ll explain on the way,” Ollie said. “Of course, you don’t have
to go. If you want to get some sleep or something…you look like
hell.”



Dinah slapped him on the back of the head. “Sometimes you have the
subtlety of a rhinoceros.”



“I’m fine,” Zatanna stated with a firmness that they rarely heard
from her. “Let’s go. Babs will fill me in on the way. Well, come
on, let’s suit up!”



They all turned to leave, heading out of a secret side door that
led into their own private garage. Barbara gave Dinah a concerned
look of her own, and then gave Ollie a withering one.



“What? I’m just concerned. She really looks like crap!”



Dinah’s eyes flashed with anger. “Sometimes you really are an ass,
Mr. Queen.”



Ollie said nothing, but followed her out, grumbling to
himself.

 

 


The motorcycle turned down Pennwood
Avenue at Arville Street, near Clark High School, the rider’s
transparent cape flapping behind her in the wind. This was where
the boy told her the deal was going down. She slowed down the bike,
catching movement from her rear view mirror. She swung the bike
around in time to see two men walking quickly to their car, as four
other men seemed to come out from behind a parked van and head
towards them. She gunned the engine and the front tire went up into
the air as she sped in their direction. Her approach was seen by
all of them, and the two men at the car pulled out weapons.
Huntress aimed her bike right at them and accelerated.



The two young men fired their guns at the oncoming bike, but at the
last second she turned and headed into the four men coming up along
the side. She recognized them by their tats. They were part of the
Mara Salvatrucha gang, one of the deadliest in the country. They
were the ones that she was after, the ones with the drugs. The
other two must be the buyers. Huntress smiled to herself as two of
the young Latino men turned and began to run back to the van. She
was ready for a fight, she needed a fight; she needed anything that
would take her mind off her problems, if only for a short time, and
this drug hunt was just what the doctor ordered.



As she neared the first two, who were pulling out their weapons,
she drove the bike into the one on the left as she brought her legs
up and out, balancing herself by the handlebars. She kicked at the
second gang member who went flying back and landed hard into the
street. Immediately she swung her legs forward and somersaulted in
mid-air, pulling out her crossbow as she came down in a crouch,
taking aim at one of the men firing their gun. She released the
bolt and it hit its mark, going through the man’s hand. He dropped
the gun and screamed out in pain. The other two men stopped
shooting, and ran for the car.



She stood up smiling, that warm feeling beginning to rise again.
Huntress turned to the last two members of the Mara Salvatrucha
gang, who had reached their van, when she was tossed into the air
by an explosion. She hit the pavement hard, her ears ringing, as
she saw one of the Latino men holding a large silver weapon. Her
eyes grew wide; this was not good. As he aimed for her again, she
stood up and leapt out of the way, a crater appearing where she was
just standing.



She rolled onto her stomach and took quick aim, firing another bolt
from her crossbow. This one hit the punk firing in the kneecap. He
screamed in pain as he dropped his weapon and fell to the ground.
The other gang member fired his weapon, a tight laser beam shooting
forth. Huntress began to roll away from it, but he followed with
the laser, cutting into the asphalt like a hot knife through
butter. He was cursing at her and calling her names, not paying
attention to where she was going until it was too late. As she
rolled out of view, behind the front of his van, he followed, the
laser hitting his vehicle. He shut off the weapon, but not quick
enough. He had hit the gas tank, and the van went up in
flames.



The young man was instantly engulfed in the fire and let out a
horrific scream. As much as Huntress was compelled to let him burn,
she knew she couldn’t, she would not become like her father, no
matter how much it boiled in her blood. Not like him and not
like…



She stopped herself from thinking the name and tackled the guy,
rolling him on the ground and smothering the flames. She grabbed
her phone, noting the message sign, and called nine-one-one.



As she put the phone away she heard the squeal of tires and a large
bang. She turned to see a car that had smashed into a tree. The
door flew open and a tall figure stumbled out. When he turned to
look at her, she recognized him - it was the man named Pleasure
Ride. She raised her crossbow at him, but lowered it again when he
collapsed to his knees. As she got closer she saw that he had been
beat pretty badly. The right side of his face was swollen, his
right eye completely closed, several teeth were missing and tears
were running down his face.



“Thank God,” he mumbled to her. “They’re trying to kill me. Chasing
me down like an animal. Wonderful… he’s not what… what… you think.”
He collapsed on the ground.



Huntress stared at him for a moment, then lifted him up and carried
him to her bike. After tying him to her back, she took off,
checking her message from Ollie. Her instincts were telling her
that something bad was about to happen, something real
bad…

 

 


A laser bolt flew past Green Arrow,
narrowly missing him. He came back with three arrows, shooting them
in rapid succession. The first two hit their mark, and one of the
men with the alien technology fell to the ground, his arms
incapacitated by an arrow in each. The third was deflected by
another bolt of energy.



“What the hell is wrong with Chase?” he bellowed from behind his
car. “We had a plan. Then these Nazi rejects show up and he goes
all nutso on us, leaping right into the middle of them!”



Canary shrugged. “Don’t know, he’s been acting stranger than usual
the last couple of days, Huntress too, although neither one is
playing with a full deck if you ask me. You see her yet?”



Ollie looked up quickly from his side of the car and came right
back down as a laser beam appeared where he just was. “No, but it
should be soon.”



As if on cue, there was a bright flash of light and the several men
that they had caught loading the semi, screamed in shock.



“Let’s roll,” Green Arrow yelled as he came up from behind the car,
preparing another arrow, and firing it towards one of the
men.



“Let’s roll?” Canary said, laughing, as she too jumped out from
behind the car. “You need to stop watching those bad cop shows on
TV Land.”



The five members converged from all sides. Zatanna had her spell
readied and with the proper words and twist to her fingers, the
guns that the men were carrying flew out of their hands and into
the air, hanging there. Batgirl, after throwing the flash bomb,
swung in, and grabbed two of the guards from behind, smashing their
heads together. Black Canary charged in, kicking one to the side as
she gave another an open-handed hit that sent him to the ground.
Vigilante, who had been pinned down behind the semi, came out
swinging his nunchucks, striking one in the head. He turned to
watch Green Arrow take down the last one with a right cross.



“Why are they dressed like that,” Zatanna asked after they had
gathered the men together and tied them up. “These uniforms look
very old.”



“Yes and no,” Batgirl replied. “The style is definitely old, but
the material doesn’t look it. From its appearance, I’d guess
nineteenth-century Prussian military. Their insignias make them
foot soldiers, unless I’m mistaken.”



“Ten to one she isn’t,” Black Canary replied, grinning at
Babs.



“You,” Ollie shouted as he pointed to Adrian. “You were supposed to
wait until Babs and Zee had secured the area and eliminated the
weapons. What the hell is your problem?”



“I don’t have to answer to you,” Chase replied.



Ollie began to walk towards him. “You do when you make a stupid
move that could have put others in danger, you son of a…”



The roar of a motorcycle stopped him in his tracks as Huntress came
up between the two men, her sudden stop causing gravel to spray
beneath her tires. They all gathered around her, taking note of her
still unconscious passenger.



“What the hell are you doing with him?” Ollie asked.



“I happened to run across him while battling members of the MS-13,
or rather he found me.”



Canary raised an eyebrow. “You were fighting members of the Mara
Salvatrucha Gang?”



“Did I stutter?” Helena replied without looking at Dinah.



“What was he doing?” Zatanna asked quickly.



“Apparently he was running from his employer. He didn’t say much
before he passed out; he seems to be a wuss, if you ask me. He
doesn’t look in that bad of shape.”



“He doesn’t look that good, either,” Green Arrow said. “Let’s get
him back to the penthouse and see if we can rouse him. If he’s Mr.
Wonderful’s right-hand man, I think we’ve got the best lead we’ve
had in weeks.”

 

 


Forty-five minutes later the man called
Pleasure Ride was lying on the couch while Barbara and Zatanna
tended to his wounds. They were talking quietly while Ollie paced
the floor, speaking into his cell phone.



“I don’t care; I need those signs up in twenty-four hours. The one
in front of the hotel should read Starfish Hotel and Casino, and
the lounge one should say The Gilded Cage.”



“I’m just not sure, Barbara,” Zee was saying. “My powers have been
so erratic lately. What if I lose control of them while I’m trying
to heal him, or wake him up. I could end up causing him more
damage.”

 

 


In the bathroom, situated at the end of
the long hallway that stretched through the rest of the penthouse,
Adrian was just cleaning up when he heard the door open behind him.
He turned to see Helena come in and shut the door behind her. They
stared at each other for a moment before she spoke.



“You’ve been avoiding me.”



“I’ve been busy.”



“Trying to prove that my father was the one who killed your
wife?”



“Stay out of it. That’s the best advice I can give you,” he said
and tried to walk around her and get to the door.



She put her leg up, blocking his exit. “Not good advice from where
I stand. If you’re going to do this, you’re going to need somebody
watching your back.”



He gave her a cold stare. “And you think you’re the person to do
it? I’m not stupid. You want to watch me, to make sure I don’t take
out your father when I get the proof that I need.”



“Did you kill Billy North?”



“Billy North was a murderer who got what he deserved. Now I’ll only
ask you once, move your leg or I’m moving it for you.”



“You need help, Adrian,” she stated flatly.



He shrugged his shoulders, as if to say “I told you so”, and
grabbed for her leg. She swung it around and pushed him back with
it. He stumbled and fell to the floor. She moved quick and
straddled him.



“I need to hear you say it,” she whispered urgently. “I need you to
tell me that you didn’t kill North.”



He gave her a cold stare, his lips closed tightly. He felt her body
against his and the room began to spin again. He broke his arm free
of her grasp and brought it up to the back of her head, pushing it
down to meet his. Their lips connected and the fire in both of them
ignited, and once again they were in each other’s arms.

 

 


Dinah Lance headed down the hallway to
the room she shared with Ollie. Until Babs and Zee decided what to
do with their unconscious captive, there was little she could do.
As she entered the bedroom, she heard a noise. It was muffled, but
it was there, and it was coming from the bathroom. She quietly
walked to the end of the hall and put her ear to the door. There
was definitely something going on in there, two people by the
sounds of it. She listened carefully and then began to blush. She
knew those sounds all too well. She mentally took inventory on
where everyone was at the moment, and then she realized who was in
there. Her face went from shock, to horror, to slightly nauseous as
she backed away.



As she got to the living room, Ollie met her there. “They’re
getting ready to wake the punk up,” he said to her. “Any idea where
Chase and Helena are?”



“Oh…they’re coming,” she replied and walked past him.



He gave her a quizzical look and followed her to the couch where
Zatanna was preparing to cast her spell. She was concentrating very
hard and Ollie could tell that she was extremely nervous. Something
was going on with her, and once all of this was over, he was going
to find out what it was.



“ekaW,” Zee muttered as her fingers moved. She looked at the man on
the couch who began to stir. She grew apprehensive when he started
to settle down again, but then suddenly his eyes flew open and he
looked around, wildly.



“Where am I? Oh God, save me! He’s… it’s… after me.”



“Calm down,” Canary said as she walked up to him. “Who’s after
you?”



“Mr. Wonderful. He knows that I know something I shouldn’t. He
wants to get rid of me before I tell anyone. I’ve… found out that
he’s not the man in charge; he has a boss… no… a master. Something
with horrible red eyes and a voice that would make your blood
freeze in your body.”



“What does he want? What is this ‘master’ of Wonderful trying to
do?” Batgirl asked.



“I’m honestly not positive, but I think its world domination.
Whoever this guy is, he’s not from around here.”



“Here, as in Las Vegas?” Green Arrow asked.



“Here as in Earth.”



“Thought you were going to say that,” GA sighed. “Okay, Ride, looks
like you’re going to be our guide. You’re taking us to Wonderful,
so we can shut this down before it gets any worse.”



“We can’t trust him,” came Vigilante’s voice from behind
them.



They turned to see that their other teammates had reappeared, both
looking a tad on the disheveled side. Black Canary raised an
eyebrow when Huntress looked her way. She was given a cold stare in
return.



“I’m not going anywhere near that guy,” Pleasure Ride stated.



“Yes, you are,” Huntress stated flatly as she walked up to him and
put her heeled boot on the couch between his legs. She leaned into
him and brought her face right in front of his. “You’re going to
show us where your boss is, and if this is a trick of any sort,
I’ll make it my mission to spend the rest of my life making yours a
living hell. We got an understanding, sweet cheeks?



“Yeah, we do.”



“Alright, let’s go. It’s going to be light soon,” Green Arrow said
as he brought out a fresh quiver of arrows and headed for the door.
“Where are we headed, punk?”



“Down the street, about three blocks from here.”



“Figures.”

 

 


They gathered across the street from an
unassuming office building. It was one story and sat on the corner
of a street that was all commercial.



“You sure he’s in there?” Green Arrow asked.



“He’s in there,” came Pleasure Ride’s reply.



“How’re we going to do this?” asked Black Canary.



“Two teams: Black Canary, Zatanna and Huntress go in the back way.
Vigilante, Batgirl, Pleasure Ride and I will go through the front
door.”



“Wait a second. I told you I’d show you where the place is, I’m not
stepping one damn foot in that place again.”



“Shut up,” Vigilante said.



“Okay, let’s roll,” Ollie said, giving Dinah a quick wink as she
rolled her eyes and then grinned back at him. She gave him a wink
and blew him a kiss, and then she and her team were off.



“We’ll wait for your signal,” Ollie called after them.



They didn’t have to wait long. Canary let them know that they were
in position. They crept up to the front door and Babs tried to
disable the security system. She shook her head.



“I’ve never seen anything like this. This is technology way beyond
anything I’ve ever seen or even read about.”



“Stand back then,” Ollie said as he walked away and pulled out his
communicator. “Pretty bird, on the count of three we go in. Zee
will use her powers to unlock the back door and we’re going in the
old-fashioned way. Be prepared, it’s going to be noisy and
messy.”



He grabbed an arrow and nocked it. The others stood behind him as
he pulled back and let the shaft fly. It exploded on impact, the
metal door flying inward. They charged in and were met with three
men, all in the same uniforms as back at the warehouse, preparing
to fire their weapons.



Vigilante was the first to react as he threw two shurikens at the
first guard, hitting him in the shoulder and the hand. The man let
go of his weapon in a scream of pain, and Vigilante acted quickly,
striking him twice; he fell to the ground unconscious.



Batgirl threw her batarang at the second one, knocking the weapon
out of his hand. She flipped herself up and landed next to him,
giving him a strong kick in the chest that sent him back into the
wall.



Green Arrow was already prepared with a stun arrow and fired it
right at the third guard’s head. It hit its mark and the apparent
foot soldier fell to the floor unconscious. Ollie looked around and
saw one hallway leading from the empty room they were in.



“This smells like a trap,” Vigilante said.



Batgirl nodded in agreement. “Or they’ve left. Makes sense if they
know that Ride here could spill the beans at any second.”



Noises came from down the hall: the firing of weapons, the screams
of a man giving quick commands, and then, the canary cry, but
within seconds of beginning, it ended, quickly and suddenly.



“Oh no,” Ollie whispered as he took off down the hallway.



“GA, no!” Babs cried as she ran after him, Vigilante fast on her
heels.



Green Arrow threw the door open and went barreling in, his bow at
the ready, but not prepared for the sight that was awaiting him.
Zatanna and Huntress lay on the floor, stunned but moving. The
entire back wall was blown out, revealing the morning sky. Near the
rubble stood a very short man, wearing a monocle and an outfit
close to what his two remaining men were wearing, only this one was
much more decorative. The two men next to him were holding the
unconscious body of Black Canary.



“Ahh, so the rest of the team has arrived,” he said. “Allow me to
introduce myself before I take leave of this doomed planet. I am
Virman Vunderbarr, the greatest of all The Master’s generals. It is
unfortunate that I must leave you now, but my job here is finished.
Take one more step, arrow man, and the blonde one dies.”



“Let her go, Wonderful, or Vunderbarr, or whatever the hell your
name is.”



“I think not. Desaad wants one of you alive for his amusement. She
seemed to speak the loudest. Goodbye, and I’m sure the next time we
meet, you will be on your knees in front of The Dark Lord,” he said
and pressed a button on some kind of control pad that he was
holding.



There was a huge boom, and, before the villain, some kind of worm
hole appeared. He laughed as he stepped through, his men following
close behind with their prize.



“Dinah!” Ollie screamed in terror and took three giant leaps and
dove into the gateway.



“Damn it,” Babs shouted. “Come on, grab the others and let’s go,”
she yelled as she too went into the opening.



Vigilante grabbed a still groggy Huntress who pushed him away. He
turned quickly and grabbed Zee, and the three of them went in after
their colleagues… the mysterious opening vanishing with another
boom, right after them.

 

 


Epilogue:

Pleasure Ride did not run after the New Outsiders. Instead, he
turned and ran back out of the front door, and right into a black
limo that was waiting outside for him. The window rolled down and a
soft southern voice spoke from the darkness.



“Hello mah boy. Mah name is The Gambler, and ah am here to give you
what you have always dreamed of… power; power and abilities far
greater then any normal man. You can have wealth beyond your
wildest imagination, and all you have to do is join me and my
organization.”



There was a sudden noise from above and Pleasure Ride turned,
looking up into a sky that had turned blood red, looking as though
hell itself had opened its gates. Fire and smoke began to blast out
of the opening, and the sky around it grew dark.



“What is that,” Ride whispered in awe.



“That, mah boy, is the beginning of a whole new chapter in the
evolution of this world; however, it is not an event that we are to
play a part in. Come, friend, and join me. We shall be safe until
the crisis has passed.”



The man named Pleasure Ride looked at the skies one last time, and
then got into the limo. The door shut and when his eyes adjusted to
the dark, he saw the face of his new boss.



“Welcome to The Deck, friend,” the Gambler said as he started
chuckling.



The limo drove away as the people of Las Vegas began to walk out
into the streets, staring at the sky in terror. They did not know
it yet, but Apokolips was upon them.

 



TO BE CONTINUED NEXT WEEK WHEN THE DC2 LAUNCHES THE
CONTINUITY-WIDE MEGA-CROSSOVER EVENT, CRISIS: THE APOKOLIPS
IMPERATIVE!
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If you enjoyed this story, you can find more tales of your favorite
DC heroes at DC2
Universe.
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scientist, and rip on Booster Gold!



	


New
Outsiders #3 (2006)
New Outsiders: The Full House.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

Introducing the all new Royal Flush Gang!

When the New Outsiders bust up a seemingly routine drug shipment,
they find that the weapons being used on the street are anything
but normal. Can they discover who is behind this new technology
before every mob family becomes acquainted with the new
weapons?



	


New
Outsiders #4 (2006)
New Outsiders: Nothing Beats a Royal Flush.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The New Outsiders and The Royal Flush Gang clash for the first
time. Line's are drawn, enemy's are made, searches continue, and
Joker makes his presence known in a big way!



	


New
Outsiders #5 (2006)
New Outsiders: To the Victor...

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The New Outsiders vs. The Animates

The Royal Flush Gang vs. The Animates

The New Outsiders vs. The Royal Flush Gang

The Royal Flush Gang vs. The Joker

When the dust settles, who will be left standing?



	


New
Outsiders #6 (2006)
New Outsiders: Broken Arrows.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The search for a fourteen year old runaway sends Green Arrow,
Black Canary, and guest star Speedy, into a dark, disturbing, and
all to real world that will open old wounds and takes Ollie and
Dinah's relationship to a new level.



	


New
Outsiders #7 (2006)
New Outsiders: Preludes and Nocturnes.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

A day in the lives of Batgirl and Zatanna as they are confronted
by old friends, lost family, and the dangerous mob enforcer,
Skorpio, who has arrived in Las Vegas to work for a new
employer.



	


New
Outsiders #8 (2006)
New Outsiders: For Unlawful Carnal Knowledge.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The Scarapellis...

The Bertinellis...

The Huntress...

Two shocking revelations...

One crucial decision...

...and Adrian Chase's world will never be the same again...



	


New
Outsiders #10 (2006)
New Outsiders: Riders on the Storm.

Crisis: The Apokolips Imperative, Part 4!

As the war rages, the Outsiders find themselves stranded on
Apokolips, searching desperately for a lost teammate. But as the
Hunger Dogs rise in revolt, will it be too late for one of the
Outsiders, trapped in the clutches of Darkseid's depraved torturer,
Desaad?



	


New
Outsiders #11 (2006)
New Outsiders: Aftermath, Part 1.

The Crisis may be over, but The New Outsiders find that the
aftermath will be just as devastating as they return from Apokolips
to find that Las Vegas is under martial law, and the Joker is
spreading chaos everywhere.



	


New
Outsiders #12 (2006)
New Outsiders: Aftermath, Part 2.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE!

The New Outsiders and The Teen Titans join forces to bring down
The Royal Flush Gangs!

Meanwhile, Nightwing and Batgirl hunt down The Joker, but to
confront the Crown Prince of Crime, they must first confront that
horrific night that still haunts their memories.



	


New
Outsiders #13 (2006)
New Outsiders: Forsaking All Others.

You are cordially invited to attend the wedding of Oliver Jonas
Queen to Dinah Laurel Lance. But where is Adrian Chase, and why
won't he be attending the wedding?



	


Justice
League #6 (2007)
Justice League: Public Enemy Number One.

Aquaman is wanted by the American Government for crimes against
America. He has been branded a terrorist and President Maxwell Lord
has demanded that the Justice League bring him in. What will they
do?

You don't want to miss this one! This year's Crisis starts
here!



	


Detective
Comics #22 (2007)
Detective Comics: Opening Salvo.

As three of Gotham's most powerful underground figures begin
their rise to the top, Batman faces three seemingly unrelated
mysteries; but are they as random as they appear to be?



	


Detective
Comics #18 (2007)
Detective Comics: The Two Faces of Harvey Dent, Part 2 (of
2).



	


Detective
Comics #16 (2007)
Detective Comics: Masks, Part 4 (of 4).



	


Detective
Comics #14 (2007)
Detective Comics: Boiling Point.

Gotham is becoming a war zone! Mob bosses are looking at each
other with more then a little suspicion. The GCPD is stretched
thin, and a new Commissioner is needed. Who will the Mayor choose?
Who is pulling all the strings? Who is trying to take over Wayne
Enterprises? Revelations abound. With an ending that will you leave
you speechless.



	


Detective
Comics #15 (2007)
Detective Comics: Masks, Part 2 (of 4).

With James Gordon's life hanging in the balance, and Gotham City
in an all out war, three heroes gather together to keep him alive.
But can even Batman, Nightwing, and Batgirl keep James safe from
the assassin that Black Mask has hired to finish the job?



	


Detective
Comics #17 (2007)
Detective Comics: The Two Faces of Harvey Dent, Part 1 (of
2).



	


Detective
Comics #20 (2007)
Detective Comics: The Enemy of My Enemy.



	


Detective
Comics #19 (2007)
Detective Comics: Helpless



	


Detective
Comics #21 (2007)
Detective Comics: First Impressions

Bruce Wayne meets Tim Drake! James Gordon meets Renee Montoya!
And just wait until you see who Two-Face meets...



	


Detective
Comics #23 (2007)
Detective Comics: The Falcone and the Snowman.



	


Detective
Comics #24 (2007)
Detective Comics: Would You Like Fries With That?

Batman's battle with Mr. Freeze continues, and the mysteries of
Karen Walker and Jack Todd intertwine. The dangerous trio of
Two-Face, Penguin, and Black Mask make a bold move, and before it
all ends, betrayal will lead to murder!



	


Detective
Comics #25 (2007)
Detective Comics: Wheel in the Sky.

Is Alfred dead? Are Penguin and Two-Face dead? Why is the DEO in
Gotham? And who murdered Karen Walker? Questions begin to be
answered as we focus our attention on Detectives Renee Montoya and
Crispus Allen. Also a confrontation you never thought you'd see in
the DC2 Universe: Chloe Sullivan vs. James Gordon!



	


New
Outsiders #20 (2007)
New Outsiders: Shattered.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

As the Checkmate Super Soldiers are taken over by a deadly
threat, it's up to Batgirl and Zatanna to find a way to switch them
off and help the Justice League and the rest of the Outsiders. But
what Zatanna finds at Cadmus will send her reeling, and the rest of
the Outsiders face the fact that they may never be together
again.



	


Justice
League vs. America #4 (2007)
Justice League vs. America: Fade to Black.

The penultimate chapter of this year’s huge event! The secret of
the super soldiers is revealed, but can they be defeated? Martian
Manhunter sends a small force to face the threat that has put
America on the brink of destruction, and, when all hope is lost,
help comes from the most unexpected of people… but is it too late?
An ending that's guaranteed to send shivers down your spine!



	


New
Outsiders #14 (2007)
New Outsiders: Same Thing In Reverse.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

Sister vs. Sister

Black Canary vs. Black Canary

Secrets are revealed. A year-long plot is exposed. And two
Outsiders’ lives will begin to spiral out of control.



	


Justice
League #3 (2007)
Justice League: Mystery in Space, Part 1.

With the threat of destruction looming over the citizens of
Thanagar, Carter Hall's son has come looking for his long-lost
father. The Justice League stand ready to aid him, but will they be
able to help save his home planet?



	


New
Outsiders #15 (2007)
New Outsiders: Eye for an Eye.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The truth is out and Adrian Chase is determined to make the people
who were involved with his wife's death pay. Meanwhile, Huntress
searches for her man, all the while being hunted by a mob informant
with a grudge of his own. Can the rest of their team find them
before tragedy strikes?



	


Justice
League #4 (2007)
Justice League: Mystery in Space, Part 2.

The Justice League has been divided! While one team races to aid
Thanagar, another team helps Katar Hol in preparing his people for
the inevitable. And the only thing standing between Despero and the
great planet of Thanagar? The Martian Manhunter!



	


New
Outsiders #16 (2007)
New Outsiders: And So It Goes.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

This is it! The story of Huntress and Vigilante ends here. And
when the dust settles, nothing will ever be the same for this group
of heroes.



	


Justice
League #5 (2007)
Justice League: Mystery in Space, Pt. 3 (of 3): Sacrificial
Lamb.

The final battle between the Justice League and Despero is here!
But exactly how will they defeat the alien powerhouse? And how much
sacrifice will one hero endure to end the threat? Action and
intrigue abound in this pulse-pounding conclusion!



	


New
Outsiders #17 (2007)
New Outsiders: Divergences.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The tragic events of last issue are felt by all as each
remaining member of the team consider where they are going to go
from here. Zatanna returns, and a new mystery begins.



	


New
Outsiders #18 (2007)
New Outsiders: T.O. Morrow Never Dies.

The mystery surrounding The Red Tornado's origin comes to an
explosive conclusion as he and Batgirl discover the truth
surrounding his "birth".



	


Justice
League #7 (2007)
Justice League: Laying the Foundation.

Like a phoenix from the ashes, the Justice League rises from the
Crisis, stronger then before, and with more members... but who?



	


New
Outsiders #21 (2007)
New Outsiders: That's a Wrap.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

The crisis is over, and so are the New Outsiders, by the looks
of it. Who will stay, and who will go? And who lurks in the
shadows, waiting for the right time to strike.

Plus, a turning point in the life of Kate Spencer!



	


New
Outsiders #24 (2007)
New Outsiders: Letting it Simmer.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

Kate Spencer's world is turned upside down in more ways than one
when she meets her real mother, and finds out what has happened to
The Squealer. What exactly is going on with Batgirl? Who are the
mysterious hooded figures?

Plots thicken and the final member of The New Outsiders is
revealed! A new threat is revealed! All this and a battle royal
between Manhunter and Huntress!



	


New
Outsiders #22 (2007)
New Outsiders: Red or Black.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

Roulette is back! Huntress and Black Canary face off against
their mentors in a battle for Batgirl's life. Kate Spencer comes to
a very big crossroad in hers, and Grace stumbles upon some
unexpected help from a very unexpected hero.



	


New
Outsiders #23 (2007)
New Outsiders: Breaking the Rules.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE

As Black Canary and Huntress fight for their lives as well as
the life of Batgirl, help is about to come from three very
different heroes... in fact you could even call them...
outsiders.



	


Detective
Comics #26 (2008)
Detective Comics: When One Door Closes...

The thrilling conclusion as Batman faces off with Two-Face for
the first time! Tim learns the full truth about his father and his
mother. And the fate of Black Mask and The Penguin! With an ending
that will... well... you'll see!



	


Detective
Comics #27 (2008)
Detective Comics: The Remains.

Bruce Wayne is the main focus of this issue as he deals with the
newest member of his household, the news that the Clown Prince of
Crime has become a... mob boss??? And with Vicki Vale gone he finds
a new companion by the name of-- Selina Kyle.

All this and the fate of the Penguin!!!



	


Detective
Comics #28 (2008)
Detective Comics: In the Still of the Night.

Batman finds that control over his city is slipping away from
him as Gotham's underworld continues to be flipped upside down, and
unbelievable alliances are being made. But who's pulling the
strings?



	


Detective
Comics #29 (2008)
Detective Comics: Walking the Line.

As things begin to go from worse to critical in Gotham, Batman
reluctantly turns to help from the most unlikely of sources. But
just how far will the Dark Knight go to bring down one of his
greatest enemies?

Plus, The Demon loses his most powerful pawn, and all of Gotham
may pay the price!



	


Detective
Comics #30 (2008)
Detective Comics: The Punchline.

The Joker has been used... and he's not happy! The battle
between Batman and The Demon may be for nothing, if The Joker has
his way! A double sized explosive issue that will end as all Joker
tales end... in death and destruction!



	


Detective
Comics #31 (2008)
Detective Comics: Beneath the Rubble.

After The Joker's massive destruction, Gotham City is under
Martial Law! Villains and mob bosses are making last ditch efforts
to solidify their positions, and James Gordon must stand alone
against one of his former friends and allies.



	


Detective
Comics #32 (2008)
Detective Comics: Cape and Cowl.

This is it, folks! Tim Drake puts on the mask, the cape, the
uniform! His first official appearance as Robin, the new Boy
Wonder! Just don't let Alfred and Dick find out...

Guest Starring: The New Outsiders' Batwoman!



	


Teen
Titans Annual #1 (2008)
Teen Titans Annual: Thicker than Water.

A picnic between Nightwing and Starfire on a sunny New York
afternoon turns into a nightmare as some very familiar aliens
appear to take their Princess, and Kory and The Titans come face to
face with Starfire's sister!



	


Teen
Titans West #1 (2008)
Teen Titans West: I Left My Heart...

Not seen since the Teen Titans Annual #1; Bumblebee, Risk,
Golden Eagle, and Speedy are now joined in San Francisco by Omen,
Hawk & Dove, and Aqualad as a new chapter in the history of the
Teen Titans begins.

An adventure that will reveal not only the origin of at least
one member of this new team, but also change the life of someone
else in the DC2 Universe!



	


Teen
Titans West #2 (2008)
Teen Titans West: United We Stand.

Continuing where it left off, the team of heroes continue to
battle the creature in the San Francisco Bay, and all seems lost...
that is until Golden Eagle and Aqualad show up to help save the
day!



	


Action
Comics #39 (2009)
Action Comics: Kon-El, Part Three

There's a new, and younger, Superman up for bid, but which
insane genius will get his hands on him? Lex Luthor? Dr. Ivo? Dr.
Sivana? Or will Superman, Supergirl, Captain Marvel, and Mary
Marvel be able to stop this potential weapon from falling into the
wrong hands?



	


Action
Comics #40 (2009)
Action Comics: Kon-El, Part Four

This is it! The conclusion to DC2's first appearance of
Superboy! Featuring: Dr. Ivo, Amazo, Captain Marvel, Supergirl,
Lois Lane, Lex Luthor, Dr. Xadu, and uhhh, oh yeah... Superboy!



	


Rogues
Gallery #16 (2009)
Rogues Gallery: ?

He knows not who he is, or where he came from. Fragmented
memories envelope him, but only to the point of confusion. A scar
that he does not know how he received is his only clue to his past.
He is an enigma wrapped in a mystery, and he's about to be...
reborn!



	


Wonder Woman
#35 (2009)
Wonder Woman: A Parting Gift, Part One (of Two).

The Gods are gone, but for Diana, there is still one more little
detail that has been left behind. Wonder Woman is in for the
surprise of her life - possibly a very short life!



	


Wonder Woman
#36 (2009)
Wonder Woman: A Parting Gift, Part Two (of Two).

Who is Cassandra Sandsmark and why does she want to kill Wonder
Woman? Who is Dr. Doris Zuel and why does she want Cassandra so
badly? Join us for the conclusion to the story that introduces not
one, not two, but three new characters to the DC2!



	


Teen
Titans West #3 (2009)
Teen Titans West: The Enemy of My Friend.

What is Speedy's mission for Checkmate? This issue reveals that,
as well as the nemesis that the TTW are up against! And if that's
not enough, there's a revelation that will have lasting effects for
two major DC2 characters!



	


Teen
Titans West #4 (2009)
Teen Titans West: When Doves Cry.

The Thanagarians and the Rannians battle over the city of San
Francisco while the Teen Titans West (with the help of Katar Hol,
Cyborg, and Starfire) try to stop the plans of Kanjar Ro. By the
time this issue is over, a shocking revelation will rip apart two
members of this non-group group!



	


Teen
Titans West #5 (2009)
Teen Titans West: And Away We Go.

The stunning (and really long-awaited) conclusion to the first
arc of the West Coast Titans! Hawkman and Golden Eagle have just
discovered they're brothers; but will they embrace as family?

And the machinations of Kanjar Ro and Byth come to a head! Will
The Titans West survive their first adventure together!



	


The
Flash #36 (2010)
The Flash: Impulse Control.

With the historic first meeting of Tim Drake, Conner Kent and
Cassie Sandsmark having happened during the holidays, it's no
surprise that Bart Allen would finally appear in the DC2. But it
may come as a surprise when we reveal just how long he's been
here...
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