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Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. As you read, I would ask that you
would first of all forgive me for those typographical and
grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. These pages were
originally written as sermon notes and, during the writing process
I take little care to correct spelling and other errors. I have
also developed my own style of preparation that seems to work well
for me to use as I preach from the pulpit. Secondly I would ask
that, should you find the book is helpful to you, or if you have
questions you would like to ask me, that you feel free to contact
me. My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.

 

You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:

www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College

www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/

To order my book, 
Upon This Rock, Kindle edition, click on the link

 








Chapter 1
Introduction


The weather this year has been crazy.


	SNOW in April

	On the WESTERN side of the Cascade Mountains no
less!



 

Global warming sure is making it chilly down here!

 

Then there are the economic storms people have been facing.

 

I spoke with a friend who has been looking for a job now
for a full year. April 1 was his one year anniversary of
unemployment.

He has tried a half dozen things


	Law enforcement

	Truck Driving even

	Rough Necking on Oil wells



 

Nothing has panned out so far!

 

He’s weathering a storm!

 

I had to go to local store where I met the
nicest man.

Woody has been working there for about a year now.

 

After 25 years experience in home construction, there’s no work
in the industry right now.

 

He’s weathering a storm.

 

Lots of retirement age people are weathering a storm
right now.

 

There are reports of retirees having to sell their houses and go
back to work just to make ends meet.

 

People who invested their whole working lifetime, have seen
their retirement savings vanish in today’s economy.

 

I think it is ironic; my parents, who never did plan for their
retirement, are doing as well right now as some others who
sacrificed for years so they would be able to enjoy their golden
years of retirement.

 

People are weathering storms right now.

 

I began to meditate upon those storms and it brought me to Acts
27 and the storm Apostle Paul endured.

 

Right off the bat I would like to remind you that nothing is in
the Bible on accident.

 

God’s Word records the account of Paul’s experience in the
shipwreck, not only for historical curiosity, but because there are
spiritual lessons that may be learned from it.

 

 










Chapter 2
AVOID IT IF POSSIBLE


 

Vs 1-13

 

These people would not have HAD to go through this
shipwreck.

 

They had with them on this trip an advantage they usually had to
do without.

 

They had a preacher who was willing to warn them of the
foolishness of the choices they were about to make.

 

And they could have, had they listened to the preacher, avoided
the shipwreck altogether.

 

There are three voices speaking in this portion of the text

A. The voice of the flesh

Vs 2-5

 

1. Have you ever started doing something you shouldn’t
have done; but now that you have started, you reason you might as
well finish?

 


	You shouldn’t have gotten that hamburger and fries,
supersized.

	You shouldn’t have asked them to make it a triple
whopper

	Instead of a double,

	Instead of a single,

	Instead of a junior.







But now that you have it, you figure you might as well eat
it!

 

See if you can get into the mindset of the soldiers and sailors
for just a moment…..

 

They are away from home

They have settled in their mind to do their
job

They have already begun the trip

 

In their minds, they just want to get it done!

 


	It might have been that it would have been better to
wait until a different time of year to make this voyage in the
first place.

	It might have been that there had been several places
previous to the Fair Havens that would have been an acceptable
place to winter



 

But they have gone this far…..their flesh just wants to push
through.

 

Besides things haven’t gone so well so far

2. They had to go so slowly

Vs 7

 

I know that no one in this room has ever gotten impatient in
traffic.

 

It is only five miles from where I live, to the church.

 

It should not take more than six minutes to make it.

 

But sometimes!


	The construction crews have most of the lanes blocked
off

	The traffic is backed up for miles and

	The average speed is…… 0!



 

And it just gets on your nerves!

 

All of a sudden, there is a break in the left lane, you gun your
engine, dive into the empty space and feel like you have to make up
for the slow traffic by doing 90 miles an hour over the speed
limit!

 

Mind you, I am not saying I have ever done that.


	I am just saying I have seen some people do it and
maybe

	I have thought about it once or twice!



 

These sailors and soldiers had been in their version of a
traffic jam


	They had made several stops

	They had sailed slowly and

	They had been doing it for many days



Their flesh wanted to make some ground up – and their brains had
stopped thinking about what was safe and prudent!

 

Besides

3. They didn’t want to stay in the haven

Vs 12

 


	It wasn’t commodious.

	It wasn’t nice



 

If you are on a business trip and the company is footing the
bill:

Do you want to stay in five star motel or a cheap room
with a bed?

 

They didn’t want to stay
there.

 

The flesh was speaking saying I want different!

 

B. The voice of the experts

Vs 11-12

 

I say experts because there is probably more than one man around
this boat who knows something about the sea.


	There would be the captain and

	There would be the sailors



 

But the Bible uses the term “the more
part.”

 

So I have two experts I want to make some mention of

1. The captain.

No doubt he is captain on purpose.

 

He has sailed the waters long enough that he has either worked
his way up in rank or earned enough to own his own ship.

 

Either way, he is an obvious hand at sailing the seas.

 

He is an expert.

 

I praise the Lord for those that He has gifted with various
abilities and skills for those necessary things of this life.

 

I praise the Lord for those who have worked a trade long enough,
they KNOW how to get things done


	Well,

	Safely, and

	Efficiently.



 

And a wise person seeks the leadership and counsel of those who
are skilled in their fields.

 

B. The majority

 

The more part is almost never an expert.

 

I know our country loves the rule of the majority; but look
where it has gotten us today!

 

Usually the majority is led by someone who has no idea what they
are doing.


	They can’t make a name for themselves through
productivity

	So they try to make a name for themselves instead
through politics



 

They get a following behind them and their mantra becomes

This many people CAN’T be wrong!

 

And they generally pressure those who are real experts into
bending to the will of the many.

 

So, sometimes, you have to be careful even what the experts are
telling you, because you don’t know who might be pressuring
them.

 

Besides the voices of the flesh and the experts

 

There is

C. The voice of the preacher

Vs 10

 

I want you to notice something here:

Paul does not say that God has told him there is danger in
making this trip.

 

He simply perceives it.

 

I am going to apply that then, two ways:

1. The prompting of the Spirit of God

 

Have you ever had that gut feeling that something was just not a
good idea?

Or maybe it was a gut feeling that you just ought to do
something?

 


	It might have been that other people were telling you
that you gut was wrong.

	It might have been that (guts being what they are) you
just did not trust you “gut”



 

But then in turned out your gut was right?

 

Sometimes our “gut” is really the prompting of the Holy Spirit
of God.

 

And sometimes we need to follow it even if the experts are
telling us we are foolish to do so.

 

I am not saying every time, because the trouble is we are so
easily deceived by our flesh that it is as often as not, very
difficult to tell the difference between the urging of the flesh
and the prompting of the Spirit.

 

But when you know it is the Spirit of God you might avoid a
shipwreck by following the leadership of the Spirit rather than the
experts.

 

2. The leading of the preacher

A preacher is not God. He is just someone whose experience with
God and His Word SHOULD make his counsel well worth your listening
to.

 

In some cases – listening to a preacher would surely avoid a
shipwreck


	Countless marriages would not have ended in shipwreck
if the couple had been willing to listen to the preacher before
they got married

	Who knows how many children would not have gone into
shipwreck if the parents had been willing to listen to the preacher
about raising kids

	Obviously souls would not have ended shipwrecked and in
hell if they had listened to a Gospel preacher.



 

Whenever I say something like this somebody comes up and says to
me, “Pastor, tell me, what counsel can you give me?”

 

It will be


	About their kids or

	About their marriage or

	About the money



 

Years ago we had a single mom who had a rebellious teenage son.
She was a member of our church, but she was also my next door
neighbor.

 

Literally, she was afraid of the boy.

 

One night she called me and said that her son had been out and
she knew when he came home he would be one drugs. She said she was
going to stay in a motel for the night and she knew when her son
got home and found the doors locked, he would kick the door in.

 

She asked me if I would call the police when I heard him do
it.

 

I did, and he was arrested.

 

A couple of day later she came to me and asked what she should
do about her son.

 

When I told her she became so mad at me that she


	Quit the church and

	Moved away



 

I preached a message once where I mentioned how some people just
keep making the same mistakes over and over and over again.

And most of the time, I can see that they are about to make the
same mistake.

 

A lady came to me and said, “Pastor, I don’t want to keep making
the same mistake I have always made. Tell me when you see me start
to make it again.

I did, and she and her husband quit our church

 

I learned a valuable lesson there.

Just because a person asks does not mean they really want an
answer!

 

So I usually don’t give out that sort of counsel unless I really
believe that person needs it and genuinely is seeking it.

 

You want to avoid a shipwreck if you can.

But there was no avoiding the one Paul was about to get
into.

 

It wasn’t his fault and

God had him there on purpose.

 

So when we can’t avoid the shipwreck, how do we survive it?










Chapter 3
ADMIT YOU CAN’T OVERPOWER IT AND TRUST GOD THROUGH IT


Vs 14-25

 

A. The sailors had done everything in their power to
handle the storm

Vs 15-19

 

But eventually they knew this was a lost cause; all hope of
salvation was taken away.

 


	That’s true of spiritual salvation

	It is also true of some earthly things
too



 

As long as we think we can manage our way out of our trouble God
will often leave us to our own devices.

 

But

B. When all hope was lost, Paul spoke up

Vs 21-25

 

This time it was not Paul’s opinion.

 

He said the Lord had appeared to him and assured them no harm
would come to any of the passengers.

 

And then Paul encouraged them to “be of good cheer.”

 


	In the midst of the storm

	In a ship that was surely going to sink



 

Paul said they should be of good cheer.

 

That’s just trusting the Lord!

 

Don’t try to fight what God is doing.

Be of good cheer and trust God through the storms.










Chapter 4
AGREE TO REMAIN COMMITED


Vs 26-44

 

I see all through this passage, the local church…..

That ship acts like a local church in the midst of this storm
tossed world.

 


	They get pretty battered and sometimes

	They fail and sink



 

But it was the ship that got them to land.

 

 

And there are three things we can apply to life today

A. Cut off our cords with the world.

Vs 30-32

 


	It is this world that generates the storms that cause
us to go shipwreck and

	It is our ties to the world that sink us



 

But the cords of this world are so powerful we almost never cut
them all through.

 

The safest Christian in a worldly storm will be the one who has
the least in this world to lose!

 

Cut your cords with this world and tie yourself off to Jesus
Christ!

 

Secondly,

B. Resist the desire to flee

 

When the storms get really bad we will be tempted to do two
things:

1. Grab hold of something worldly

2. Let go of all that is spiritual

 

I have watched it over and over again.

 

Something goes wrong in a person’s life and the first thing they
do is


	Go back to their old sinful ways and

	Quit being faithful to church



 

It is the deception of the heart.


	The world is sinking us

	So we think we have to grab hold of the
world



 

Paul said, “We have to stay together!”

 

Christians, stay together. Stay faithful to church. Stay
faithful to your ministries.

 

C. Share that common meal

Vs 33-36

 

That reminds me of the Lord’s Supper.

 

We only take it once a year, but when we do take it


	It reminds us of our common relationship with
Christ

	It reminds us of our common fellowship in the
church

	It reminds us of our common faith in the shed blood of
Jesus



 

It reminds us that we are a family.

 

And that we stick it out together.










Chapter 5
Conclusion


Despite all of this, God did let the ship wreck.

 

He doesn’t always save us from all danger.

 

But they did all make it safely to land where they did find
another ship and made it to their destination.

 

God’s goal is not always to prevent you from shipwrecks in
life.

God might have you right there in the middle of a shipwreck so
you can minister to others on the same boat!

 

Here’s the problem:

Sometimes we who are Christians behave JUST LIKE those who are
not Christians in the midst of the storm.

 


	We run to the same sources for help

	We panic at the same sounds of the
thunder

	We rebel against the voice of God in the
storm



And we can’t be any real help to others because of it.

 

God may not want you to escape the shipwreck. but


	He does want you to survive it spiritually
and

	He does want to use you in the midst of
it
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