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Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. As you read, I would ask that you
would first of all forgive me for those typographical and
grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. These pages were
originally written as sermon notes and, during the writing process
I take little care to correct spelling and other errors. I have
also developed my own style of preparation that seems to work well
for me to use as I preach from the pulpit. Secondly I would ask
that, should you find the book is helpful to you, or if you have
questions you would like to ask me, that you feel free to contact
me. My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.

 

You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:

www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College

www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/

To order my book, 
Upon This Rock, Kindle edition, click on the link

 








Chapter 1
Introduction


I Jn 4:14

And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent
the Son to be the Saviour of the world.

(KJV)

 

 On July 20, 1969, astronaut, Neil Armstrong stepped out of
the lunar landing module "Eagle" and with the words.

 

"That's one small step for mankind, one giant leap for
mankind," made history one the surface of the moon!

 

Almost 2000 years ago,  in a little manger room behind an
inn, a virgin gave birth to a child,

 

And, as the angel announced, "For unto you is born this day in
the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ, the Lord."

 

Changed the course of history for ever!

 

These two events have impacted my life forever!

 

When Neil Armstrong stepped onto the moon, I determined to
pattern my life after his and become an astronaut myself.

 

From the 7th grade, all the way through my junior year, my goal
and focus was to do what Neil Armstrong had done.

 

My senior year, for reasons even I do not understand, I chose
not to follow that path anymore. But within just a couple of years,
I was introduced to One whose life was far more worth following,
the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

I want to briefly compare before you Armstrong's visit to the
moon, with the visit that Jesus Christ, God in flesh made to this
earth.










Chapter 2
THE PREPARATION FOR THE TRIP.


A. Both visits involved years of planning

 It was September of 1962, President Kennedy announced the
country his goal of placing an American on the moon within the
decade.

 

Of course, 7 years later, that goal was accomplished.

 

God planned the visit of Christ to this earth multitudes of
years before he actually brought it to pass!

 

Gal 4:4 says;

But when
the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son,
made of a woman, made under the law, (KJV)

 

The first announcement that mentioned something like this taking
place is found in Genesis 3:15 where God tells Adam, Eve, and the
serpent, that one day in the future, the woman would bear a child
that would be at war with the seed of the Serpent.

 

Throughout the Old Testament, various passages predict the
coming of Christ as


	 "a stone cut without
hands"

	"the seed of David"



 Among many other names.

 

His birth is prophesied in Isaiah

Isa 7:14

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign;
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel. (KJV)

 

Isa 9:6

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.
(KJV) 

 

And in Micah 5:2

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting. (KJV)

 

In fact, there are somewhere around 330 different
predictions in the Old Testament just about
Christ!

 

Think about the

B.  Wisdom and power involved in the trip to the
moon

 

The expertise of thousands of talented, educated, and extremely
intelligent people were required to pull the trip to moon off.
 And with the moon, almost a quarter of a million miles away,
it required the most powerful rocket ever built.

 

In a very similar sense, God demonstrated infinite intelligence,
and exceeding great power as He launched His divine plan to send
Jesus Christ to this earth to save sinner like you and me!

 

C. The moon landing required both great cost and precise
timing

 

The Apollo Program alone, (not counting the Mercury and Gemini
programs which were a part of the development of the technology for
the moon landing) cost a futune.

 

And the timing in the moon landing, as with all space programs
required exact timing.  Everything, from the second the rocket
was ignited, to the exact moment the astronauts left the moon's
surface, was orchestrated to precise timing.

 

God paid the highest of prices to bring to us the gift of His
son Jesus Christ.

 

And the timing, for the mission was completed in a time only God
Himself was completely knowledgeable of. For more than 3000 years,
the Jews had looked forward to the coming of their promised
Messiah.

 

But in the fullness of time, God sent His Son!










Chapter 3
THE TIME SPENT ON EACH VISIT


A. The astronauts did not land in the most wonderful of
places

 

I do not know for sure that there are any spots on the moon that
are extraordinarily beautiful. And, of course, the view of the
earth from there as we see them in pictures, was beautiful. But the
Sea of Tranquility was just a dry, flat, region with no majestic
mountains or scenic valleys.

 

The moon itself, appears to be a drab, lifeless
place:

with no air

no oceans

no blue sky

 

And the terrain is strewn with dust, rocks, and craters.

 

On the other hand, Jesus left all of the glories of heaven
to

descend to this spiritually dark and
sin cursed planet filled with misery,
sickness, oppression, and death.

 

Jesus did not come to a palace in Rome, but was born to a lowly
virgin maid, then married to a mere carpenter, in the manger of an
inn in Bethlehem

 

B. While on the moon, the Astronauts were in constant
communication with Mission Control

 

 Even as far away as they were, through means of radio,
they were able to talk to, get orders and instructions from, and
communicate both successes and problems to those overseeing the
mission.

 

Jesus used a similar form of communication to pray to and hear
from His Father in heaven… Jesus also taught his followers to use
this same resource of prayer to keep in close contact with our
heavenly Father!

 

C. As wonderful and successful as the Moon Landing was,
it was only a brief stay.

 

The astronauts had a specific mission to accomplish on the moon.
As soon as that mission was over, they were on their way back to
earth.

 

Jesus never intended to stay on earth too long. All together he
lived here about 33 years. and only the last three and a half years
were devoted to the ministry.

 

And yet, Jesus said in John 17, as He prayed to the Father just
before going to the cross, "I have finished the work thou gavest me
to do!"

 

And while hanging on the cross, Jesus cried "It is finished!"
And gave up the ghost.










Chapter 4
THE PURPOSE FOR THE MISSION


When the Astronauts left the moon, they left behind a plaque
that contains the names and signatures of:

 

Neil Armstrong

Michael Collins

Edwin Aldrin, and

Richard Nixon

 

The plaque has inscribed in it these words:

 

"HERE MEN FROM THE PLANET
EARTH

FIRST SET FOOT UPON THE
MOON

JULY 1969 A.D.

WE CAME IN PEACE FOR ALL
MANKIND."

 

 

That reminds me of the words the Angels proclaimed at His
birth;

GLORY TO GOD IN THE
HIGHEST

AND ON EARTH,
PEACE,

GOODWILL TOWARD
MEN

Luke 2:14

 

The Apollo mission did not accomplish the purpose of winning
peace for all mankind! Wars and rumors of wars continue on every
hand.

 

This world is no more peaceful now than it was in 1969.

 

But Jesus DID accomplish HIS MISSION!

 

Although there is still trials on the earth, this was known by
the Lord and He promised a different kind of Peace.

 

John 16:33

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might
have peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world. (KJV)

 

Jesus said that He came to seek and to save that which was
lost. Jesus' divine purpose was not to bring peace on earth, BUT
PEACE WITH GOD.

 

He died on the cross, carrying our sins, that they might be paid
for. 

He was buried for three days and three nights, that our sins
might be removed. and

He rose again from the Grave TO GIVE ALL WHO WILL TRUST HIM AS
SAVIOUR an eternal mansion in heaven with God.

 










Chapter 5
Conclusion


You know, we have to accept the Apollo Mission by faith.

 

All we have as proof that men really walked on the moon is the
word of those who were involved, and the records they produced.

 

And yet, I DO NOT KNOW ONE HUMAN BEING THAT DOES NOT ACCEPT THE
MOON LANDING AS FACT.

 

But it does them no real good to accept it.

 

We also must accept the gospel story of Jesus, and how He IS THE
ONLY HOPE FOR HEAVEN BY FAITH!

 

We have no other proof, except the word of those who were with
Him

 

And the records they produced and left for us in the Bible!

 

Those who will accept what the Bible says about:


	Man's sinful condition

	Jesus' sacrificial death and

	God's Gift of Salvation



 

And receive Christ as Saviour receive with it,


	Forgiveness

	Direction for life



AND AN ETERNAL PLACE IN
HEAVEN!

 

 

The question is

HAVE YOU RECEIVED THE GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE THROUGH JESUS
CHRIST?

 

Romans 10:13 says

Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord,
shall be saved!

 

If you know you are a sinner

if you believe that Jesus came to this earth to save you;

 

And if you have never trusted Christ as your personal Saviour
YOU CAN DO THAT!  

 

Dear Lord, I know I am a sinner! I want to be saved! Right now,
as best as I know how, and believing Your Bible, I call upon the
Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Please come into my heart, forgive my sins, and save me! Thank
you Lord for Saving me, In Jesus Name, Amen!
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