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Imsk, the offices of Prime Minister
Shyik.

The only light in the room came from the glow of the Prime
Minister’s personal holo-comm. He stared intently at it as if
mesmerized. The expression on his pale face was unreadable. Sweat
raced down his forehead, off his nose and into a small puddle on
his desk. He made no attempt to wipe the downpour from his brow nor
did he make an attempt to clean his desk.



A soft rap on his door snapped him back to reality. He looked
around his office as if he had been unaware of his surroundings. He
quickly used one sleeve to wipe the perspiration from his bald
head, and the other to mop up his desk.



“Lights!” He shouted, activating the automatic light system.



He turned again to his holo-comm, which was blank. What had he been
doing?



Another knock at the door, this one louder and followed by the
muffled sound of chatter.



“Yes?”



“Sir, the Braalian ambassador is here for your appointment,” The
door opened and the Prime Ministers assistant poked her head
in.



“Yes, of course,” he said with a slight sneer, “show the ambassador
in…”
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Metropolis,
Earth.

The office of United Planets President Touronis smelled sterile.
Not just sterile, it smelled unused. The data padds scattered over
his desk said otherwise, but still, there was something that just
wasn’t right.



At least, that’s what Shrinking Violet thought. Then again, she was
naturally skeptical of everyone; Especially politicians. At least
VP McCauley wasn’t there. His slimy demeanor was even more
off-putting than Touronis’s nervous jittering.



“Are either of you… aware… of why I asked you here?” the President
asked, each word carefully measured as he spoke.



“No, Mr. President,” Cosmic Boy responded. Vi just shook her head
in response.



“No… of course not… how could you?” He trailed off, staring at a
holo transmitter that sat on his desk.



How did this guy ever get elected? Vi thought again.



“This morning there was an… incident… on Imsk.” He paused looking
directly at Vi as if she knew what he was going to say next. “Prime
Minister Shyik… murdered… the ambassador of Braal and the
ambassador’s staff during a routine conference.”



The statement caught both Vi and Cos by surprise, forcing them
upright in their chairs.



“This has, as I’m sure you are both aware… reopened certain wounds,
that both men had been working vehemently, over the last two years,
to heal. And with today’s… assassination… there is unrest at the
Braalian embassy. ”



“Sir…?” Cos started, but was silenced by a wave of the President’s
hand.



“I am aware that the Legion is currently working on putting a stop
to this ‘Dark Circle’… but this sort of incident could drive the
United Planets into another civil war.” President Touronis
continued with a renewed vigor. Vi could tell he’d been practicing
this particular speech. “Being from the two planets at the center
of this… travesty… yet being close friends and comrades in arms,
you two are a beacon of hope. You embody the perfect ideal of
harmony that the United Planets strives for.”



Laying it on a bit thick, Vi thought as she gazed at Cos
whose expression was set and grim.



“Of course, Mr. President, the Legion will do anything we can to
h…”



“Unnecessary, my boy!” the President interrupted. “The Legion’s
current duty of stopping the Dark Circle must not be interrupted!
Lightning Lad can handle things on that front, while the two of
you, alone, take a detour. I have taken the liberty of securing my
own personal shuttle to take the two of you to the Braalian embassy
on Imsk! I need both of you there to calm matters down.”

 

 



{“This is exactly what I’m talking about!”} Lightning Lad
shouted into his flight ring communicator, forcing Cos to
wince.



The flight for Imsk left immediately after the meeting with
President Touronis ended. Vi sat quietly in the opposite corner of
the passenger compartment. They were the only passengers on
board.



“Garth, calm down… If we’d known about this I’d still have gone,
regardless of the President’s request,” Cos reasoned.



{“That’s not the point, Rokk! We’re not a part of the United
Planets! The President shouldn’t demand your presence! We’re not
their hired hands, and we’re certainly not that moron’s personal
army!”}



“He didn’t demand anything; he requested an audience…”



{“Right, and then he just so happened to have his own personal
cruiser on standby? That’s a load of Nass and you know it! Grife,
first, we get stuck with Brainy and now this! What’s next? Are they
going to start assigning candidates to us from every UP
world?”}



“That’s enough Lightning Lad!” Cos barked into the communicator.
“You have your orders. Notify me when Brainy finishes his project.
Cosmic Boy out.”



Uncomfortable silence filled the passenger compartment. Vi looked
in his direction, then turned back to look out of her
transparisteel window. The trip continued like that for an hour
before she finally broke the silence.



“He’s right you know. There’s something not right about the
President… and the UP has been watching us a little too closely
lately.”



Cosmic Boy glared at her, but his features softened when he noticed
the look of true concern on her face. He was not used to his team
arguing with him. He turned away from her, looking through his own
window.



“I know.”

 

 


The Braalian Embassy,
Imsk.

Cosmic Boy watched the surveillance recording from the Imskian
Prime Minister’s office with the newly appointed Braalian
ambassador. Around them the embassy staff rushed around gathering
data units, holo-comms and information padds. Shrinking Violet kept
her distance from the Braalians due to the awful looks they threw
in her direction.



The scene on the embassy’s perimeter was utter chaos. Protestors
and Imskian militia gathered outside the embassy gate, which, was
luckily reinforced by a defense field that kept the Imskians out,
regardless of what size they shrank to.



The surveillance holo showed the Imskian Prime Minister greet the
Braalian ambassador and his staff. They sat, and began poring over
documents. The recording blurred for a second, then the Braalian
ambassador and his staff lunged at the Prime Minister, who, in
turn, pulled out a blaster and fired systematically into each of
the gathered men. The playback stopped.



“That’s all there is?” Cos asked.



“Yes. There is no sound to the recording. The Prime Minister then
went on the holo-net and proclaimed that he was attacked and that
all Braalians on Imsk must be detained for questioning. Judging by
what’s on the holo, I‘m afraid he may have been justified.” The new
ambassador’s features darkened as he recounted the events following
the killings.



“Can I see that recording?”



“Yes.” The ambassador flipped a switch and the holo projector came
to life again.



{“This morning, during a routine meeting with the ambassador to our
neighboring planet, Braal, I was brutally assaulted. The ambassador
declared Braal’s intentions to try and invade our world again, then
he and his staff charged me. They forced my hand, and I had to do
what was necessary to protect myself and our world. As of this
moment, any Braalian on Imsk is to be considered an enemy of the
state and is to be detained… with lethal force if any resistance is
given.”}



“That’s enough,” Cos said. “His voice… does it always sound so
odd?”



“No. It must be the recording…” the ambassador offered.



“I don’t think so,” Cos replied, motioning Vi to join him. He
placed his arm around her and led her away.



“You think the Prime Minister was forced by the same being that
influenced Jo to attack Colu?” Vi whispered to him.



“It’s too early in the investigation to jump to that conclusion,
but based on Brainy’s report, I would say absolutely.” Cos took a
deep breath and looked into her purple eyes. “And the blurred
section of the recording…”



“The recording was tampered with…” Vi interrupted him.



“Yes. There’s footage missing.” He looked back to the ambassador.
“Sir, may we have a copy of both recordings?”



“Of course…” the ambassador replied, grabbing the holo-unit. He
handed it to Violet, which caught her by surprise. “Young lady, I
know from experience with my own government, that the actions of a
few politicians do not necessarily reflect those of their
people.”



“Thank you, Ambassador.” Violet bowed to him.



“Get to the President’s shuttle and transmit those to Brainy,” Cos
ordered. She nodded to him and flew from the room with her
flight-ringed hand outstretched.



“Now, ambassador…” Cos began, but was cut off by the sound of a
massive explosion coming from inside the embassy.



Screams filled the corridors as embassy staff ran for cover. Laser
beams zipped passed them from down a hallway! Cos placed himself
between the blasts and the ambassador.



“They’re in! They’re in!” Security shouted over comm systems, as
they returned fire.



“Ambassador! Come with me!” Cosmic Boy ordered, before shouting
another order into his flight ring. “Vi! Belay that last order, we
need you in here!”



Cosmic Boy knocked over a large table, and tossed the ambassador
behind it for cover. He himself ducked behind it, but put his arms
out to either side. He stretched out with his magnetic power
attempting to find something, anything, that he could use as a
weapon. Lasers began to slice through the table like it was made of
butter when the ambassador placed his hand on Cos’s.



“They wouldn’t allow us to have any metal in the embassy!
Permacrete and synthetic alloys only!”



“Grife!” Cos cursed, as he reached into his utility belt. “Guess
it’s a good thing I always have a backup plan!”



He pulled out four small metal spheres and held them steady in his
palm. He then reached into another pocket and pulled out a small,
yet thick metal disk, which he tossed on the ground. He held his
hand over the disk, forcing it to expand until it was the size of a
underground access hatch.



Lasers continued to shred the table as Cos grabbed the ambassador
and jumped on the disk. It immediately took flight zipping out from
behind the table.



The small steel spheres in Cos’s free hand were sent flying in all
directions. The spheres slammed into the attackers, knocking them
unconscious, before speeding off to find new targets!



Cos and the ambassador flew through the long hallway above their
unconscious assailants when his flight ring made a pinging
sound.



“Vi!” Cosmic Boy shouted. “Catch!”



He tossed the ambassador into the air as Shrinking Violet appeared.
She snatched up the ambassador and rocketed away under the power of
her flight ring.



Cos tipped the disk on its side, using it as a shield, and
continued to fly toward the Presidential shuttle using his flight
ring. It was the first time Cos had a moment to really look at
their attackers. They wore all black, with form-fitting black masks
bearing gray circles. He reached down and plucked an unconscious
female militant up before flying out of the rear door of the
embassy.



Luckily the Presidential shuttle was still intact and loaded with
the surviving Braalian refugees. He threw the masked woman in and
raised his metal shield to deflect the pursuing laser blasts.



“Go! Go!” Cos shouted to the pilot, who quickly closed the hatch
and opened the throttle up to maximum.



The shuttle tore free from Imskian airspace without clearance and
rocketed back to Earth.

 

 



Shrinking Violet stepped beside Cosmic Boy and stared down at
their unconscious prisoner. He held a black cloth in his hand



“She’s not Imskian,” Vi said flatly.



“I know,” he replied.



“I started the transmission to Brainy before you called me away. We
should hear from him soon.”



“It doesn’t matter,” he replied, handing her the cloth.



She looked at the cloth, it was a black mask with a gray circle on
the forehead, the mark of the Dark Circle.

 

 


Across the planet, families watched in
fear as Imskian Prime Minister Shyik addressed his people. He stood
at a podium surrounded by men and women of all shapes and sizes.
Each one carried some form of weapon and wore a black mask with
varying sizes of gray circles on their forehead. Directly behind
Shyik stood a very tall man with a loose-fitting mask, the gray
circle encompassing the whole face of the mask.



It was obvious that he was in charge.



“People of Imsk! Welcome to a new era of freedom!” The Prime
Minister addressed the crowd. “As of this day, I am declaring Imsk
free of the United Planets!”



Mothers drew their children closer, husbands drew their wives close
in an attempt to protect them. They knew the gathered people were
members of the ‘Dark Circle’, and responsible for the murder of
millions on Mars.



“The Dark Circle has graciously offered to protect us from the
influence of the diseased United Planets!” the Prime Minister
added. The crowd gathered gasped in response. What had happened to
their Prime Minister?



The tall masked man took Shyik by the arm and led him away from the
podium. They stepped into a secured room surrounded by Dark Circle
security.



“Very good, Shyik,” the man said with a raspy growl of a voice.
“You will now hand over control of your militia to me.”



“Yes.”



“Good. Now if you’ll excuse me… I have other matters to attend to,”
the man said, with a slight nod of his head to Shyik, before
walking out of the room.



Moments later, Prime Minister Shyik drew in a sharp gasp of air. He
had awoken from a horrible nightmare. He placed a hand to his head
and wiped the sweat from his brow. That was the moment he realized
he was standing. He glanced all around seeing his new security
team… wearing all black with Dark Circle hoods.



“No… What have I done…?” he whispered solemnly to
himself.

 

 


President Touronis settled into his
personal transport. His driver sealed the door behind him and took
the pilot seat.



“Sir?” the driver asked.



“Oh, yes… the residence, Sam,” Touronis said, smiling to the driver
who had been his personal bodyguard and friend for over 15
years.



“Very good, sir.”



Touronis was strapping on his safety harness when his personal
communicator beeped.



“Yes?” He paused for a moment and began to raise the sound proof
wall between himself and Sam. “Yes, the situation on Imsk is
unfortunate. It is lost to us. No, sir, it was verified by Cosmic
Boy himself; it’s definitely the Dark Circle. Yes, they’ve taken
control of Imsk. Yes, sir… I will, sir. Of course. Thank you,
sir.”



Touronis switched off the communicator and took a deep breath. He
hated it when they called him. He knew how to run his government;
he didn’t need their input, though they felt the need to give it at
every turn. It was unfortunate that Imsk was under Dark Circle
control. But the Legion of Super-Heroes was on the case. They and
the Science Police would be able to stop them… of that he had
faith.



The transport stopped suddenly with a jerk. Touronis lowered the
wall between himself and Sam.



“Sam? What’s happened?” he asked, but Sam just stared at the
holo-comm on the transport dashboard. Sweat trickled down the back
of Sam’s neck. “Sam, are you alright?”



“Of course, sir,” Sam said; at least it was Sam’s mouth that spoke.
The voice though was inhuman. Like two voices layered upon each
other.



“Sam?” Touronis placed his hand on his driver’s shoulder.



Sam turned to the President; his eyes were blank and tears welled
in his eyes. Sam raised his blaster as the voice spoke again, “From
the Dark Circle, with love.”



The blaster discharged three times. The first shot pierced the
President’s skull, between his baby blue eyes. The second shot
burned a hole in his chest, disintegrating his heart. The third
shot was to Sam’s temple.

 


To Be Continued!



Next: Legion of Super-Heroes #5 “Things change…”. The
United Planets beings to spiral into chaos as its people reel from
the assassination of their President! Plus, just as the Legion is
finally set to strike back at the Dark Circle, a new curve ball is
thrown at them from the new UP President! Will the Legion prevail,
or will the dark times that have come overwhelm them
all?



=======================================================================



If you enjoyed this story, you can find more tales of your favorite
DC heroes at DC2
Universe.



All characters are (c) DC Comics and no infringement upon their
copyrights is intended. Support DC Comics by buying their monthly
comic books and graphic novels.
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he loves!



	


Tales
of the Green Lantern Corps Special: Vidar #3 (2006)
Tales of the Green Lantern Corps Special: Vidar, Part 3 (of
3).
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last issue without regard to what or who gets in his way. Questions
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will change the face of the 30th Century forever! And it's just the
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as the Green Lantern Corps Elite, lead by Kilowog, infiltrate the
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THIS IS THE FINAL ISSUE OF TALES OF THE GREEN LANTERN CORPS

Crisis: The Apokolips Imperative, Part 2!

Picking up after the cataclysmic events of last issue, it's a
struggle to survive for Hal and the Green Lantern Corps! The Corps
has been betrayed and sabotaged--- the Central Power Battery is no
more and Oa has been invaded by the allies of Darkseid! But the
deadly Manhunters have their own agenda, and not even the Guardians
of the Universe are safe, as their first and gravest mistake comes
back to haunt them in a big way! Meanwhile, on Earth, the Crisis
escalates! The presence of Apokolips in Earth orbit has caused all
kinds of natural disasters, and it is all the new Green Lantern of
Earth can do to save his precious Coast City from
destruction.

And just when Hal thought his hands were full enough, enter the
bestial son of Darkseid--- Kalibak!

Don't miss this last monthly issue of Tales of the Green Lantern
Corps!
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government facility brings DEO Agents King Faraday and Chloe
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It's the rematch a year in the making: Hal Jordan vs. Sinestro!
Chloe Sullivan has been taken by the rogue Green Lantern, will Hal
Jordan and King Faraday arrive in time to rescue her? And just who
is the mysterious being pulling Sinestro's strings this time?
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Legion of Super Heroes: The Calm.

It's been two years since the formation of the Legion of
Super-Heroes and the world is a much safer place! Or it was. At the
dawn of a new year the United Planets is rocked by an unspeakable
act of terrorism, that the Legion is helpless to stop. Who is
responsible and where will they strike next? The Legion intends to
find out!
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Querl Dox, chief scientist on the planet Colu makes a stand
against a ruthless and seemingly unstoppable enemy! Will he be able
to stop them before his latest invention falls into enemy
hands?
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Green Lantern: Fear, Part 3 (of 3): The Torch Bearer.

Hal Jordan races across the country to save the Green Lantern
Corps only hope from the clutches of the Corps oldest enemy! Will
Hal be the savior, or will Hal be part of the problem?
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Legion of Super Heroes: The New Guy.

The Legionnaires come to terms with their new member, Brainiac
5, and the Dark Circle strikes again, this time a little too close
to home. Will the Legion learn how to stop them from their new
prisoner before it's too late?
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Legion of Super Heroes: Things Change.
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Legion of Super Heroes: Cataclysm.

FINAL REGULAR ISSUE! The Conclusion of the Dark Circle Saga is
here! A random act of horrible violence sends the Legion of
Super-Heroes on a collision course with the Dark Circle. Will the
Legion stop the Dark Circle before it's too late? The world
shattering conclusion of this series sets the stage for the future
of the Legion of Super-Heroes!

and if it weren't bad enough: THIS FINAL BATTLE WILL CLAIM THE
LIFE OF AT LEAST ONE FAN-FAVORITE LEGIONNAIRE!
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