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For Jerry Siegel and Jim Mooney and Curt Swan

 

"Lady G, any chance you can get those forcefield bubbles to work
properly?"

"The science girls have been hard at work on it, Bulays, but it
is basically an impossible technology.  We don't have anyone
that is enough of a brainiac to pull it off.  It is quite
amazing we have what we do now."  She paused for a second.
"Anyway, the problems of inventing ludicrously advanced technology
is not what I asked you here for."

"I hope not, because we'd just started on a very nice bottle of
Mercurian whisky."

Bulays, incongruously enough, was holding hands with Emar, the
Death Queen of Neptune, while she talked to Lady Gerald.

Ghaavn thought this was kind of cute, but wisely kept that to
himself for now.

"I thought you might like to see this." Gerald pointed to her
wallscreen. Some not very easy to make out video of a woman in a
room, dark glasses, long pink-purple-gray curly hair, or so it
seemed, was in view. Long, black leather boots, and generous curves
on display in fine black underwear. It was only a few seconds
worth. The audio seemed to say something like … aturn…
istres…

"Footage we have picked up.  We were talking about the fact
previously that the abduction on the Slave Ship of Space didn't add
up.  It is nothing something that would usually happen with an
organisation such as that run by Mistress Safire."

"That certainly is not her," said Bulays.

"No, but this is who we think set the whole thing up."

"But we still don't know why?" Bulays asked.

"No… "

"I do," Emar interrupted angrily.

"You do?" Bulays looked her directly into those beautiful eyes,
now displaying a bright green rage.  Emar broke the handhold
with Bulays, looking like she wanted to break something. 
Given how strong she was, this was definitely disturbing.

"I know who that woman is.  I thought she was dead."

"So who is it?" Ghaavn asked, worried at what might have made
the powerful Htapele woman so steamed.

"Ytar.  My cousin. Older cousin."

Bulays moved to reconnect with Emar, but was brushed her aside
forcefully.  "I was sure we had killed the bitch."  Emar
pounded a fist on the corner of Gerald's desk, and it crumbled
under the impact.

"Whoa! calm down, lover," Bulays called.

"Emar, tell us what is going on.  Then if you want to break
something, we can happily accommodate you in the training
facility."

"I don't know exactly… but if she is involved in that set-up,
then there must have been something that girl knew that was easier
to get.  The black sheep of the family was always into mind
twisting."

"Looks more like a purple sheep," Bulays commented. At that,
Emar's lip curled up slightly, and she appeared to begin to
calm.

"I don't think there are any purple sheep, darling," Emar said
more softly. "I apologise about the desk, Gerald.  Whatever
you might think of us, how ruthless, or evil we can be.  She
is far, far worse."

Gerald nodded, waving that it was ok as she began a
communication.  "Get me Senator Vida. Immediately."

Gerald turned her attention back to the others as she cut the
communication. "I am going to have the Senator brought in. 
Why don't you three go and work off Emar's energy at the training
facility, and I'll call you when the Senator is almost here."

*****

"You are supposed to lift the weights, not bend 'em," Bulays
observed, pointing at the free weights bar with a knot in it that
Emar held in one hand. Her well-proportioned chest heaved in the
black spare leotard she hard borrowed from Bulays.

"Hmmm… " She placed her hands at either end of the bar, and
twisted with an effort.  The bar was now straightish again,
but at least usable.

"I think I'll leave you to spot for her, Bulays.  Out of my
class," Ghaavn called, finishing a routine on the uneven parallel
bars.

"Yes, the weaker sex should stay doing the decorative things,"
Emar shot back. "Unless you'd like me to toss you a bar?" Emar
waved the steel loaded down with weights she had finished
straightening.

Ghaavn laughed. "No thanks.  I'll stay with being pretty."
He flipped into a dismount and grabbed a towel from a rack by the
wall.

Over the intercom: "Ghaavn, the Senator will be here soon. 
Report back."

"Even the weaker sex has to remove the sweat, Your
Majesty.  So if you promise not to break anything, I'll help
Bulays scrub your back?"

Emar’s smile showed she definitely liked that idea, and crooked
a finger at him as she shucked her leotard.

*****

"Ooooh, that's better," the Death Queen of Neptune moaned. 
The three stood in a large, steamy shower stall under the
water.  Bulays and Emar stood chest to chest, Bulays massaging
Emar's shoulders as the Htapele woman leaned into her neck. 
No mean feat, even as strong as Bulays was. Ghaavn, as good as his
word, finished scrubbing Emar's back, then stepped out of the
shower to dry off and get dressed.

"Always knows the right thing to say, doesn't he?" Emar murmured
into the blonde woman's neck.

"Usually, love.  Now that he's gone, though, we have a
couple of minutes if there are any other bits that need massaging."
Bulays' tongue darted between her lips lasciviously as Emar looked
up, her eyes widening, then hooding with lust.  The downward
pressure of Emar's hands on Bulays' breasts gave her all the answer
she needed while looking into those green eyes.  Bulays sank
to her knees, pulled Emar's rear toward her, and put her tongue to
work.

***

When the post-workout trio arrived, Senator Vida was already
there.  "Welcome, Senator," said Ghaavn, extending a hand to
be shaken.  The stern-looking elderly woman took his hand in a
grip still firm for her age and did so.  "Bulays." She
acknowledged Ghaavn's partner, but not Emar.  The latter
looked a little amused at the slight.

The senator turned away.  "Gerald, why is the alien
here?"

Gerald took off her glasses and rubbed the bridge of her
nose.  "Senator Vida, she isn't an alien.  She has been
living in this system well before we got around to thinking 'clay
tablets - sounds like a good idea', so please stop."

"Your personal involvement doesn't mean we can trust her."

"Senator!  How do I know I can trust you?  Given that
you have only become involved yourself when one of your relatives
was imperilled. In fact, you have deliberately worked in direct
opposition to this office on so many more occasions than she has
that I have lost count."

Emar broke in. "Think what you like, Senator.  If I was as
completely unworthy of speaking to you as you seem to think, you'd
just be a blood smear on the carpet right now.  I am sure we
could find another politician with stupid offspring to have make
mistakes.  Cleaning up Geralds’ rug wouldn't take too
long."

Bulays had to bite her tongue to keep from chortling at the
Senator being out-harridaned.

"So, Vida.  Just be quiet and listen for a minute.  We
can fight afterwards.  We need to know how much of a security
risk to the council this incident has presented.  What did
your niece now that was easier to get from her, and wouldn't be
noticed as quickly as tapping another source?"

"The only time she has been around anything important that I can
remember is a reception I held for the military.  She was at
the party.  Flirting with one of the tech-geek boys, I think,
now that I remember."

"Doesn't sound good," Ghaavn remarked. "Were they likely to have
let anything slip."

"With attention from a decent girl, frocked up, with expensive
booze?  I would think it is possible.  Didn't seem like
the debonair secret agent type to me.  The child didn't know
what she was doing, as far as I can tell."

"What were they working on?"

"Project Dauntless," replied the Senator.

"Oh, no… ." Gerald held her head in her hands.

"Secret weapons project, was it?" Emar asked with a raised
eyebrow.

"They don't have clearance for this," the Senator said.

"They do now.  If we need field agents, someone has to
know.  You trusted them in the middle of space with your flesh
and blood, didn't you?"

"Very well," said the Senator.  "You are right…this
time."

"Bulays, Ghaavn, Emar… Project Dauntless isn't just a secret
weapons program.  It is _the_ secret weapons program. 
That is where the work on a battleship more advanced than anything
that we have ever had is being carried out." Gerald looked
extremely pained. "An ace in the hole, if you like."

"Karshi!" Emar spat.

"It certainly sounds like it," Ghaavn said. "We also need to
find more than the Karshi spies.  We need their handlers, and
the spymaster."

"Been ahead of us for a while, now, it seems." Bulays added. "So
Lysithea was a red herring then?"

"Actual aliens, Senator.  Ones that are a definite threat
to the whole system.  Aliens that the woman you were insulting
earlier on has beaten in the past.  If they have this much
information we don't stand a chance of beating them without her
help. So you need to put aside your prejudices and work with us. If
you cannot do that, I'll have to tell the President you are a clear
and present danger to Solar System security.  Especially given
this slip.  Or you can retire gracefully, if you prefer. 
However, getting your predecessor's head wrapped around everything
you know would probably take too long.  So I would much prefer
you as a valuable ally than a discarded asset."

"And there were probably Karshi on the Slave Ship?" Bulays
continued.

"I would think so," said Emar.

"We're going to have to ask Hypatia to come in and have the
Spooky Spell Squad poke around in her mind," Ghaavn said
apologetically. "The Patrol needs to board that ship, too."

"If we are really deep in spy games," the Senator opined, "Do we
really want to make it that obvious?"

"I think the Senator is actually right this time, Ghaavn." Emar
looked at him, then back at Vida, staring. "I will leave you with
this for now, Gerald.  I need to organise a House
meeting."  With that, she faded out in a green glow, waving to
Bulays.

The Senator stepped back, startled.  Gerald regarded Vida
sternly. "She could have grabbed you then, too Senator.  Left
your body where no one would ever possibly find it.  She is
dangerous, ruthless, and amoral by some definition.  So,
however, is everyone in this room.  One thing I am sure of
though.  No one hates the Karshi more than she does.  I
am sure there is more of a reason there, but we do not know
it."

*****

"I need you here now! Htapele emergency." Emar called.

Her five sisters faded into view in Emar's meeting room in her
palace, on Neptune.

"What's the emergency," asked Unar, the youngest. "I don't
remember the last time this happened."

"Ytar's alive," Emar ground out through clenched teeth.

They were stunned.  In the silence, you could have heard a
Neptunian micro-stalactite fall.

"The worse news?  She may be working with the Karshi. 
If she is, we need to work out how to kill her.  If she isn't,
we need to work out how to get her to help.  The humans have
just received some bad news, themselves."

*****

"We may have to offer Mistress Safire the same sort of 'deal' as
Madame Khan," Lady Gerald said.

"Yes," Bulays said. "People will be scumbag perverts,
certainly.  If I had to bet, I wouldn't have thought she was a
traitor though.  She certainly wouldn't like the idea of
aliens moving in and spoiling her set-up, either."

"I don't like doing it," Lady Gerald said. "But I'm going to
have to split you up.  Bulays, I'd like you to go with Buck
and talk to Safire.  If Emar wants to go along for the trip,
that would work nicely I believe, psychologically."

"Ghaavn, Hypatia.  She's off world, and very well may be a
target.  We need what she might know without having noticed it
consciously, especially as she is friendly. You are to escort her
in. I'm going to send another agent with you for backup. 
Hypatia is the priority.  If you have to sacrifice him, then
do it.  Understand?"

"Yes." Ghaavn answered.  The expression on his face clearly
indicating he wasn't happy about it. "One question first. 
Where is Project Dauntless?"

"Part of it is here.  Some is on Earth.  The main work
is on Dione.  Under the Claw."

 

THE END
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her die?

 

Warlord of Mars Embattled (Joan Carter) – Edna Rice Burroughs :
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/18672

 

Joan Carter of Mars has secrets to uncover in the Temple of the
Sun – holding a revolving prison that can only be entered once a
year - if she is to have any hope of rescuing three Princes of
Mars, from the fantastic ancient Martian North.

 

Tarzan of the Apes Reswung (Tarzyn) – Edna Rice Burroughs :
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/20278

 

Joan Clayton and husband end up stranded in Africa, unable to
survive.  Their young daughter is taken in by a band of
smarter apes. Raised to adulthood by her beast family, she becomes
Tarzyn the Apewoman, one of the greatest heroes the world has ever
known.  Teaching herself from her parents belongings, she
wants to learn more, and finds love in the arms of Jan Porter.

 

 

The Valor of Cappea Verra Recapped (Cappea Verra) - Poula
Anderson : http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/18274

 

When you have a troll problem there is nothing else for it but
to send a young woman to do the dirty dangerous work.

 

Sargasso of Lost Starships Rehidden – Poula Anderson : http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/19367

 

Captain Basille Donovan is drinking and bar-brawling away her
days, her military defeated. The victors force her back into
action—to the Black Nebula, and the otherworldy beauty of old lover
Valdum, a super-powerful telekinetic of the Arzunians. A bloody
conflict of humans versus psi-wielding chaotic alien terrors!

 

The Virgin of Valkarion Reheld – Poula Anderson : http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/19651

 

The High Priestess of the Temple foments insurrection to
overthrow the rule of boy Emperor Hildebrand. Hunted, he meets
Alfrid of Aslak, an outland barbarian.  She fires his heart,
this heathen warrior out of ancient prophecy. With his new lover by
his side he decides to take back the Imperium or die trying under
the double Moons in a storm of blood and steel.

 

Witch of the Demon Seas Resailed – Poula Anderson : http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/19659

Her people conquered, Coruna turned to piracy to continue the
fight at sea.  However, her luck has run out.  Captive,
she is forced to lead her enemies back to the land of the alien
Xanthi in a quest for power.  Sea-monsters, erinyes, wizards
and terror at sea await this bravest of women.  The trap she
may not be able to escape from is the intelligence and beauty of
the sorcerer Chryseir, her enemy, but a love she cannot deny.

 

Honorable Enemies [Dominique Flyndy] – Poula Anderson : http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/20337

 

Captain Dominique Flyndry, super Agent of the Terran Empire has
met her worst nightstallion.  An opposing spy that is a
telepath.  The bird woman Aycharaya can read her mind and know
her every move!  Even worse, she likes the woman after she
saves Flyndry from a dragon!

 

Tiger by the Tail Pull [Dominique Flyndy] – Poula Anderson :
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/20346

 

Captain Dominique Flyndry is on a one woman mission.  Her
underworld intelligence gathering led to one drink too many, and
she finds herself kidnapped in the clutches of a barbarian space
princess.  The problem for the barbarians is that they do not
know what they have in their clutches, as Flyndry starts her
manipulations to prevent a Galactic War with the Terran Empire.

 

The Dark World Relit – Henrietta Kuttner : http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/20332

 

Edwina Bond of Earth and Ganelyn of the Coven – two different
women, or are they?  When they change places in the Dark
World, a long conflict has a wildcard introduced.  Mutants,
science and sorcery erupt in the struggle for the sacrifice at Caer
Lyr.

 

 

The Rebel of Valkyr Returned – Alfreda Coppel : http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/19606

 

The rightful Emperor of the Galaxy has fled, his sister the
Empress slain, the throneworld full of murderous schemes of
betrayl. The evil Ivane plots with a usurper and a warlock. 
The star-queens have turned their back on Alyn Imperator thanks to
honeyed lies and a lust for power and battle.  Only one brave
woman stands firm in the face of every threat to the beautiful
young Emperor. Kiera, the Warlord of Valkyr!

 

Bride of the Dark One Rewed – Florent Verbell Brown : https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/19817

 

Desperate women like Ransome find themselves at the end of the
Galaxy in a dive drinking bad wine and worse whiskey and watching
the exotic erotic allure of the dancing men.  A night where
the Dark One’s priestesses want to destroy the unbelievers is made
worse, when Ransome learns Captain Jareta of the pirate ship Hawk
of Darion is in town.  There is bad blood between these two
women and former shipmates.

 

Black Priestess of Varda Dominant – Erika Fennel : https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/19973

 

Eldyn and her venal ex-lover Marion are taken through a gateway
to another world, another dimension – ruled by the evil, but oh so
seductive Krasno Syn.  There is a prophecy of a saviour –
El-ve-dyn, who can stop Syn’s summoning of the dark power of Sassa,
bringing hope to the few rebels and slaves remaining to resist the
super powerful Syn and his minions.

 

The Misplaced Battleship Lure [Staynless Steel Rat] – Harley
Harrison : http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/20286

 

Slyppery Jem de Gryz has been digging in the archives as
punishment in the Special Corps.  She has found a sting, she
believes.  To prevent the end of a presidential career, they
set a golden trap for an egomanical thief.  But who is
actually conning who when you can smell a big staynless steel
rat?

 

The Sea-Witch Rewaved – Nickita Dyalhis : http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/20354

 

An elderly professor finds a man washed up on the beach near her
home.  Perfectly fine, and extremely beautiful: golden-haired
and sapphire eyed.  A Norse legend come to life, and
bewitching as she takes him home to live with her.  He isn’t
the only element out of his time in this supernatural story of past
betrayal and blood.

 

Wolves of Darkness Rerun – Jackie Williamson : http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/20640

 

A woman returns home to visit her mother, only to find she is
deeply involved in strange, macabre science.  A dark pack
haunts her old home town, running in the snow—and with them, the
boy she used to love.

 

The Three Planeteers For All – Edmonda Hamilton : http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/20730

 

Undercover and on the run, hunted by their own organisation, the
Three Planeteers. With half the Solar System in the grip of a
tyrannical dictator, can three brave women retrieve the genius
woman they need to break his grip?  To do so, it seems they
need a D'Artagnan:  Lann Cain, the boy they call the Pirate
Prince!

 

The Hound of the Baskervilles Retrained (Shyrlock Holmes) –
Artemis Conyn Doyle : http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/20950

 

When Dr Mortimer asks for the help of famous consulting
detective Ms. Shylock Holmes and her stalwart companion Dr Joan
Watson, they may have expected some dark family secrets to be
uncovered—but not the black hellhound of the moors!

 

 

Stand Alone

 

Undead Dining - Tara Loughead : http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/17171

 

A very short horror story about a very different restaurant.

 

Corporate Responsibility – Tara Loughead : http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/20636

 

A very short science fiction story about getting someone to take
the top job, when it means that they could literally be for the
chop.
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Responsibility (2010)
A very short science fiction story about getting someone to take
the top job, when it means that they could literally be for the
chop.



	


Blood
Demons of Titan (2010)
The warriors Bulays and Ghaavn hunt demons and their master
through the dim and dusty streets of Barnes, on Titan. Can they
stop him before he completes a devastating ritual?

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #1



	


Death
Queen of Neptune (2010)
Bulays and Ghaavn are called in to investigate why a frontier
base on Neptune has gone silent. Ice monsters and an ancient,
beautiful evil await.

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #2



	


She
Devils of Europa (2010)
One of the richest women in the Solar System asks Bulays and
Ghaavn for help in stopping a series of thefts. There is a mystery
to solve at the most expensive resort in existence, The Europa.
Larceny, magic and dancing await, in an all expenses paid
evening.

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #3



	


Shadow
Emperor of Phobos (2010)
Bulays and Ghaavn try and stop a underworld shooting war. First
they must get past a Martian Shadowcat, employ surprising combat
techniques, and try and reason with Ghaavn's criminal mentor.

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #4 (Martian Moon War, Part One)



	


Undead
Dining (2010)
A very short story about a very different sort of
restaurant.



	


Desert
Empress of Deimos (2010)
Bulays and Ghaavn are caught in the middle of a crime family
war. The leadership one one side fracturing due to a missing son,
and sordid family secrets revealed on the other.

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #5 (Martian Moon War, Part Two)



	


Heart
Breakers of Hyperion (2010)
Aliens from outer space are stealing parts of our women. And all
of our men. Bulays and Ghaavn have to go undercover in the
notorious brothel Madame Khan's to stop it.

With Emar, the Death Queen of Neptune as their Mistress!

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #6



	


The
Gebriahl Setup (2010)
Is it one mission too many as someone finally gets the drop on
Bulays and Ghaavn in an ambush?

Plus, what happens when the Death Queen of Neptune goes to a
wedding?

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #7.



	


Vampire
Masters of Mercury (2010)
Someone is killing the Thermpires of the Twilight Belt, on
Mercury. A delicate situation that means requesting the talents of
Ghaavn and Bulays to solve the problem. And where is her cousin,
Bulayd?

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #8



	


Miranda
Blaze (2010)
A squadron of Karshi singleships make an exploratory strike near
Uranus. Bulays and Ghaavn are on the ground, and so, it seems, is
one of Ghaavn’s old friends. And speaking of old, the Death Queen
of Neptune has relatives?

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #9

The Karshi Imperative Part 1



	


Wolf
Woman of Luna (2010)
Ghaavn asks Hannah Kang out – to go werewolf hunting with Bulays
on the Moon, just out from Zevon City. Can the relationship between
a man’s man and a woman’s woman work, when one is a secret agent
superhero, and one a vampire? Plus, Wing meets a new friend.

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #10.



	


Amazon Arena
of Mars (2010)
A dangerous old friend stalks out of Bulays' past, as she finds
herself back-to-back with Erica Joan Stark in the gladiator arena
of the Slave Pits of Valkis!

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #11.



	


Zombie Mafia
of Tavros (2010)
The best gunwoman in the Solar System comes looking for Ghaavn,
to settle an old slight. The only man with a chance to beat her is
another of Ghaavn’s enemies. The only problem is that he is also
dead!

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #12



	


Skathi-Tooth
(2010)
Ministry intelligence suggests a Karshi raiding party has an
interest in an ancient object on Skathi, a small moon of Saturn.
Bulays and Ghaavn will need to learn how to fight flying aliens
from the ground, fast!

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #13 (The Karshi Imperative Part 2)



	


Rent
Boys of Jove (2010)
The Ministry is making advance plans, fearing the worst in the
face of an alien threat. This means making a deal with the top
crime organisation in the system. To do so and gain their trust,
first Ghaavn must undergo a deadly initiation, as Bulays can only
watch.

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #14.



	


I,
Lysithea (2010)
Lady Gerald sends Bulays and Ghaavn to the Moon of Jupiter, as a
statue that belongs to the Sons of Zeus cult has begun to speak. It
talks of the future, and blue aliens from outer space.

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #15



	


A
Taste For Death Queens (2010)
The Death Queen of Neptune and the Head of the Ministry know the
danger is growing. The Secret Defenders of the Solar System need
both help and a bond if they are going to prevail against an
unknown alien threat. The High House Htapele can provide this, with
a five-way royal ritual of blood and sex.

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #16.



	


Devil
Fighters of Titan (2010)
Bulays finds out that there really are shapeshifters from
another universe eating frozen heads. With beautiful demon fighters
from another dimension tracking them down to kill them. However,
there are far more dangerous things than demons stalking in the
Titan moonlight.

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #17.



	


The
Impossible Venusian (2010)
Bulays and Ghaavn take Wing and her friend Jacqui the werewolf
girl to the Space Circus. For the Space Family Alynbard, the
Topless Aerialist Trio of Titan, it is a good thing they did as
Karshi assassins are on the prowl.



	


Slave
Ship of Space (2010)
Gerald’s political enemy asks for help, a request she can’t
refuse. The Senator’s party girl niece is missing, and she wants
her back. Bulays and Ghaavn are undercover again, but this time
they are the masters, and the Omega Twins Zed and Zee are the
slaves. They’ll need all of their talents and an old acquaintance
to get out of this one alive.

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #19.



	


Last
Day In Leda (2010)
The partnership is split. Bulays and Emar undertake a revealing
interrogation on the Slave Ship on Space to try and get a lead on
the Death Queen of Neptune’s cousin. Ghaavn takes a junior agent
with him to ensure Hypatia’s safety—but they disappear. Lady Gerald
finds help for Bulays—in the form of hired gun Norawest Smith.

A series planetary romance.

Bulays and Ghaavn #21.
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