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Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. As you read, I would ask that you
would first of all forgive me for those typographical and
grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. These pages were
originally written as sermon notes and, during the writing process
I take little care to correct spelling and other errors. I have
also developed my own style of preparation that seems to work well
for me to use as I preach from the pulpit. Secondly I would ask
that, should you find the book is helpful to you, or if you have
questions you would like to ask me, that you feel free to contact
me. My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.








Chapter 1
Introduction


Romans 4:17-21

 

Thus far in Romans, Paul has said in chapters one through three
that no one can escape the judgment of God except by the
gospel.

 


	He says that the most vile people on earth cannot
escape it

	He says that the most moral people on earth cannot
escape it.

	He says that the most unenlightened pagan cannot escape
it.

	He says that the most religious people cannot escape
it.



 

He says that all those people are unrighteous before God.

 


	No matter how moral they are,

	No matter how unaware they are,

	No matter how religious they are,



They are unrighteous before God without the gospel.

 

But in Romans 3:21-26, Paul begins to add something about the
righteousness of God. 

 

No, not of men, but of God.

 

Acceptance by God through faith in Jesus Christ.

 

Then, in chapter 4, Paul begins to illustrate his argument with
a Bible example.

 

Paul, under the inspiration of God was not willing to have the
people reading this to accept his word alone.

 

He wanted his message saturated with Bible.

 

So he explained how Abraham became righteous by faith, not by
works.

 

And in Abraham we find what faith in the Gospel does.

 

It not only saves our souls from eternal hell, but

It imparts the righteousness of God to the believer.

 

2 Cor 5:21

He hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin that we might
be made the righteousness of God in him.

 

It makes the believer acceptable to God.

 

The Bible says Abraham was the friend of God.

 

That is what faith in the Gospel does for the believer.

 

It makes him accepted

It makes him a friend of God.

 

Now, in Chapter 4, Paul begins to deal with a definition of
faith.

 


	He speaks of what faith is not

	He speaks of what faith does

	He speaks of what faith is and

	He speaks of who faith helps.



 

We are going to look at what faith is.










Chapter 2
THE OBJECT OF FAITH


Vs 17

 

Abraham believed God.

 

A. Something about the quality of faith.

 

The quality of faith depends upon the object in which we place
that faith.

 


	It does not matter how much faith we have so long as
that faith is placed in the right thing.



 

Remember Jesus said if you had the faith of a grain of mustard
seed you could remove mountains.

 

Even a little faith is enough if the object in which you place
your faith is right.

 

Illustration:

Let’s say when I go home tonight, I drive out of town onto the
highway with absolute faith that my car will get me home as well as
it got me here.

 

However, let’s say that some time between when I got where I am
and when I leave somebody takes the lug nuts off the two front
wheels.

 

It is dark enough outside that I can’t see the problem so I
drive away with tremendous confidence that I will make it home.

 

But I will guarantee you that without those nuts, somewhere
between here and home the wheels will come off.  My wife and I
could end up dead!  We will be killed by my faith in the
car.

 

Now say that the story worries me.


	I go out to the car and drive cautiously
home. 

	I am not confident that the car will make
it.



Yet nothing is wrong with the car and we get home safely.

 

The first time I had great faith and ended up dead. 

The second time I am home safely though I had no faith at
all.

 


	You see, it does not matter how much faith you have -
it matters what you place your faith in.



 

Abraham’s object of faith was God.

 

B. What Abraham knew about God:

1. God is able to raise the dead.

No one before Abraham was raised from the dead, but it says that
Abraham knew that God was the God who “guickeneth the dead.”

 

The God who takes things that were once alive but are now dead
and brings them back to life.

 

2. God is able to create new things, which do not
exist.

 

Can you imagine? 

 

Abraham’s God and our God, if we are born again, is able to take
nothing and make anything from it!

 

Read Genesis 1 - God said, “Let there be… ” and there was!

 

Abraham’s faith worked because the object of His
faith was capable of doing whatever He said He would
do!










Chapter 3
THE OBSTACLES OF FAITH


There are two:

A. Hopeless  Circumstances

Vs 18

 

1. For Abraham, all the promises of God rested upon
whether or not he and Sarah could have a baby.

 

And that, for them, was impossible.

 


	Abraham was 100 years old and was dead
sexually.

	Sarah was 90 years old and had never had a
baby.



 

2. They had been trying to have kids for years - yet no
baby.

 

In the prime of life Sarah hadn’t conceived, now they were too
old.

 

There were hopeless circumstances.

3. Yet even in the hopeless circumstances, Abraham
believed in hope.

 

B. Staggering Possibilities

One of the obstacles of faith is faith itself.

 

It is scary to think of what God can do!

 

God’s promise to Abraham was that his children would be more in
number that the stars in the sky. 

 

Can you imagine that?

 

100 years old and no kids yet God says to him,”You will have
more kids that there are stars!”

 

That is a staggering possibility!

 

 










Chapter 4
THE OBJECTIVES OF FAITH


Again there are two:

A. A strengthened faith

Even if we have a tiny faith the size of a mustard seed, if the
object of our faith is trustworthy, we can exercise that faith and
it will grow.

 

When we obey God, He will make it worth it and our faith will be
strengthened.

 

B. God will be glorified

When we obey God, our faith will grow and grow and God will be
able to use us more and more.

 

You know what will happen?

God will be glorified!

 

Faith never glorifies man.  It always glorifies God.










Chapter 5
Conclusion


I wonder what God might do through you, if you chose, like
Abraham to step out in faith.

 


	Never mind the obstacles

	Never mind the challenges

	Never mind the difficulties



 

God has His hand on those who, believing His Word, step out in
faith.

 

Will you say yes to God?
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