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“Could you repeat that?” Flash asked as his teammates stood staring
at the young man garbed in the gear of Hawkman.



“I am Katar Hol, son of Carter Hall and member of the Thanagarian
Hawk-Knights. I’ve come here in search of my father,” the young man
replied, with more than a note of irritation in his voice.



The Atom, Flash, Green Lantern, Martian Manhunter, and Wonder Woman
stood there for a moment, rooted to the ground in their
shock.



“He’s Thanagarian, all right,” Hal said. “Ring confirms it.”



“Okay, then what exactly is a Thanagarian?” Atom asked.



Hal shrugged. “Beats the hell out of me.”



His ring supplied the answer: Thanagar is the third planet that
circles the Polaris Star. It has been in existence for nearly two
million years.



Katar Hol turned to him. “You are the Green Lantern for this
sector. I haven’t seen many of your kind around, lately.”



“Things have been a bit chaotic, lately,” Hal replied, bristling at
the tone in Katar’s voice.



“Gentlemen,” Wonder Woman interrupted. “Perhaps we should take this
conversation inside. Please, Katar Hol, we welcome you to the Hall
of Justice. Follow me and we’ll see what we can do to help
you.”

 

 



One hour later, in The Hall of
Justice…

Wonder Woman walked into the meeting room to find nearly the entire
League had already gathered. They looked at her expectantly, but
she shook her head.



“Still no word from Aquaman,” she said.



“I am wasting valuable time here.” Katar Hol snapped, irritably. “I
need to find my father; he is the only one who can stop the
oncoming destruction of my planet.”



“I’m afraid that is going to be impossible, son,” came a voice from
the doorway.



They all turned to see Alan Scott striding through the entry way,
followed closely by Batman.



“Who are you?” Katar demanded.



“My name is Alan Scott, or Green Lantern if you prefer. I had the
privilege of working with your father a long time ago. Batman found
me and told me all about you. I wanted to come and meet you in
person. I never knew Carter had a son.”



“Nor did he,” Hawkman replied. “He left before he knew that my
mother was pregnant. When he left, my world was saddened. He is,
after all, the reincarnation of our greatest hero - Kar Taral, and
now is the time that my people need him the most. Do you know where
he is?”



“I’m afraid not, son. Carter Hall and his wife Shiera disappeared a
long time ago. Many have presumed that they are dead.”



“His… wife…?”



They were all quiet, giving him the chance to absorb the
information.



“Then all hope is lost. My world is doomed.”



“I wouldn’t go that far,” Superman stepped up. I think I can speak
for all us, when I say that The Justice League is more than willing
to help you and your people.”



Wonder Woman stood beside the Man of Steel, “That’s right. We want
to help you. Let’s all take a seat and you can tell us exactly what
is happening.”



As they all gathered around the table, Katar Hol paced back and
forth as he spoke.



“There is a madman who is cutting a huge swath of destruction
throughout the Polaris System. His name is Despero and he comes
from the planet Kalanor. At the moment he is in the process of
destroying the planet Rann. My people had sent out an army of my
fellow brethren, but they were no match for him. If he makes it to
our planet, and gets his hands on what he is searching for, we fear
that there will be no stopping him at all.”



“What is it he wants?” asked Atom.



“A substance known as Nth Metal. One of the most powerful metals in
the universe. It is unique to my world, and its properties are as
mysterious as the Tar Mal.”



J’onn, what are you getting from him?



Just surface emotions, Diana. He is agitated, and concerned.
Something is blocking my probes, but I sense that he is telling the
truth.



Wonder Woman looked around at her comrades, all of them giving her
a silent message. She stood up then and walked over to the alien
visitor who also rose as she approached.



“Katar Hol, we are the Justice League, defenders of our planet, and
if you would allow us, we would be most honored to give aid to you
and your valiant people.” She bowed stiffly.



“That was a little formal and over the top,” Hal mumbled to
Barry.



Katar brought himself up fully, “On behalf of my people, Wonder
Woman, we accept your offer with thanks and gratitude, and hope
that the deities you worship will give you the strength and
guidance to banish the enemy that we will face together.”



Barry leaned over to Hal. “And exactly how it should have been
done. Got to give Diana credit, she knows how to read
people.”



“I guess our next question,” Superman said, “is how do we get
there. Hal, and I have no problems, but the rest of you…”



“Unless someone has a space craft hidden that can travel through
deep space,” Atom remarked.



They all turned to the end of the table at Batman, who continued to
stare straight ahead.



“No,” he replied coldly.



“Transportation will be arriving soon. We must be ready when it
does arrive though,” Katar replied.



“If you will wait here a moment, we shall prepare and be ready to
go in a few minutes,” Wonder Woman replied.

 

 



In the Monitor Room

The main view screen flickered and suddenly Aquaman’s face
appeared.



“What?” He said shortly.



“We were getting worried, Arthur,” Superman replied. “We need you.
Something big has come up, and we’re going to need everyone for
this.”

Arthur glared at them all for a second. “I have my own troubles. I
have no time for the problems of land dwellers.”



The screen went black and they all stood there in shock. Even
Batman seemed at a loss for words.



“Anyone want to tell me what that was all about?” Flash
asked.



“We’ll worry about it later,” Superman said. “What now,
Diana?”



“We go without him, and, when we return, we find out exactly what
that was all about.” She turned to Alan Scott. “We could use your
aid as well.”



He shook his head. “I’m afraid not. Seeing Carter’s son has made me
realize that I’ve done a great disservice to Carter or to his
memory. Somebody needs to search for him, to try and find him; or
at least what became of him. But I wish you Godspeed.”



Wonder Woman turned back to her comrades. “Then it’s settled. We go
to the Polaris System and stop this madman.”



They all nodded and marched out of the door and toward their
destiny.

 

 



They found Katar Hol just outside the headquarters, still pacing,
and seemingly more agitated than before.



“What exactly are we waiting for?” Flash asked him.



As if in response, there was a bright yellow light that seemed to
come straight out of the sky and, out of nowhere, someone
approached them. He wore a red and white outfit with a helmet that
was topped by a rather out-of-style-looking fin. A jet pack was
strapped to his back and some sort of gun was holstered at his
side.



“Allow me to introduce you to Adam Strange. He is from the planet
Rann, and it is through him, that we will be carried across space
in the blink of an eye.”



Strange gave them a quick smile that turned serious just as
quickly. “We don’t have much time. If we are going to leave, we
must do it now, or we are going to have to wait until the Zeta beam
returns.”



“What’s a Zeta beam?” Atom asked with a mixture of caution and
intrigue in his voice.



“I will explain later. Hurry!”



Katar Hol stepped into the light with Adam Strange following
quickly behind. The others gave each other a futile look, and, one
by one, they stepped into the light. Batman, the last to step in,
turned at the last second and removed something from his belt. He
let it go into the air and it shot towards the Hall of Justice.
Then he too disappeared from the face of the Earth.

 

 



The first Leaguers to step out onto the new world were Superman and
Flash. They were the first to see an alien city with its long sleek
buildings, made of material the like of which they’d never seen
before, standing in smoke and rubble. As the others followed them
through, all stood in amazement at the devastation that was before
them.



“I wasn’t sure what to expect, but I know this wasn’t it,” Barry
murmured to himself.



The man called Adam Strange was already in the air, heading towards
the ruins of the city, when Superman cocked his head to the
side.



“We’ve got people trapped in those buildings. They need
help.”



Without further thought, the League jumped into action, each using
his or her skills to begin the rescue operations. While Wonder
Woman and Superman obtained maximum digging through brute strength,
Green Lantern’s indelible will power brought his ring into full
effectiveness as he created a huge shovel to begin the digging
process. Atom worked his way into the cracks and crevices, and,
with Martian Manhunter’s help, located those who had survived,
giving them aid and comfort as needed. Flash moved from one
survivor to the next, quickly assessing the severity of the
injuries, and doing all he could to help them



Adam Strange had disappeared from their view. He and Katar Hol had
flown ahead, towards the one tower that was still standing, in the
middle of the city. One of the Leaguers had followed as quickly as
he could; keeping away from their line of sight, his black cloak
billowing out from behind him. He watched as both strangers flew
into the upper window of the building.



J’onn, can you hear me?



I am in contact with everyone, Batman. Go ahead.



I followed our two hosts to the middle of the town. The path of
destruction leads straight to it, but for some reason it remains
standing. It also appears that this city’s local law enforcement,
or what’s left of them, are starting to come around with medical
help as well. Once the rest of you get a chance, convene on
my…



Just like that, contact was broken on Batman’s end as he was
stunned into silence by a large explosion that blew out the top
portion of the tower. He dove out of the way, as debris fell around
him.



He looked up again to see the figure of Adam Strange falling fast
out of a hole in the wall. As he reached for his belt, he felt the
familiar rush of air go past him and then saw the slow descent of
Strange, as a funnel cloud of incredible strength and speed
appeared from nowhere.



“Good job, Barry,” he mumbled to himself, as he raised the tool he
had reached for and shot a cable up to the blown out portion of the
building. He needed to get up there and this was the fastest way he
knew how. He flipped the trigger and shot straight into the air,
arriving at the top in seconds.



As he jumped into the huge room, the first thing he saw was Katar
Hol lying on the floor, not out, but obviously dazed. Standing
above him was a very large pinkish creature with what appeared to
be a fin running across his head. What he found even odder than
that was the third eye located directly above his first two.



The creature turned to the Dark Knight, his sharp teeth glistening
in the sunlight. “I don’t know what sort of wretched creature you
are, but if you leave now, you may live to see another
cycle.”



Again Batman felt that familiar gust of wind and was not surprised
to see Barry standing next to him. “Strange is out cold. Is this
the alien in question?”



“That word is pretty subjective if you ask me,” the thing shot
back.



“Yes,” Katar said from the floor, still reeling from the blow he
had just taken. “This is the one they call Despero.”



“Doesn’t look too tough to me,” came the voice of Green Lantern
from behind them, as he hovered just outside the crater sized
opening.



Despero’s eyes widened at the sight of Hal. “A Green Lantern. I
thought your kind to be extinct. Pity.”



“He was after the Zeta Beam’s mainframe, to locate Thanagar and
figure out a way to transport himself there. We figured that was
where he was headed and Strange and I tried to stop him.”



Green Lantern flew inside the huge room, noting the large equipment
at the far end of the room. “Well, it’s not like we haven’t taken
down aliens before. Let’s say we wrap this up and get back to Earth
in time for American Idol.”



Hal focused his will, his mind creating a large cocoon to wrap
Despero up in, but was more than taken aback when a scythe appeared
from his weapon. He tried to stop it, focusing with every ounce of
strength he had, but for some reason it would not respond to him.
It was as though it had a mind of its own. He watched in horror as
the scythe swung around in a blur and struck Batman.



The cowled head rolled off its body and landed at the feet of the
Flash.



“What have I done?” Hal shouted in utter despair. So focused was
he, that his body was slammed up against the wall by an invisible
force before he even realized it. He slumped down
unconscious.



Flash let out a scream of rage as he began to dodge in and out of
Despero’s reach, his fists pounding into him at incredible speeds.
The large alien just laughed, until he was struck in the chest and
driven back by Superman.



The two heroes continued their assault, Superman screaming not to
let up, when there was a sudden crack and then a snap. Somehow
Superman’s blow had missed his target and he watched as Barry
Allen’s neck broke in two when it met the Man of Steel’s fist.
Barry fell to the floor with a sickening thud. The Last Son of
Krypton stopped his assault, and went to reach for his friend, when
he was yanked back by his cape. Despero’s laugh was lifeless as he
flung Superman with all his might, watching the Kryptonian fly
through the wall and out into the far horizon.



As the destroyer turned towards the Zeta Beam’s main computer, he
heard the voice of the Hawk-Knight behind him.



“You will not reach your destination as long as there is breath
left in me,” he bellowed.



Despero turned back to face him again. “Then we will have to change
that Thanagarian. I have defeated the rest of your order; you alone
cannot stop me.”



“Good thing he’s not alone, then,” came a female voice, as a golden
lasso wrapped itself around the alien.



“A rope?”



“Not just any rope, monster,” she stated as she flung him right at
Katar, who stood ready, a large mace held in both hands.



He struck Despero hard, but the force of the blow threw him across
the large room and right at his final destination. Wonder Woman,
who had been firmly holding her magic lasso, was lifted off the
ground and went sailing along with the creature.



She landed on top of him, her fists ready for the blow, but at the
last second he had reached out and caught both fists in his hands.
He looked into her eyes and grinned as he used all his strength and
shattered every bone in both her hands. She cried out in pain, and
he took that advantage to head-butt her, forcing her off of
him.



He had little time to regroup though, as Katar struck him hard
again with the mace, forcing him to slam against the large
machine.



“I’ll destroy you, and the beam, to stop you, if I must.”



Another blow struck Despero square in the jaw as a tiny little fist
flew past him. Despero growled with anger.



“I have had enough. I do not know what manner of aliens you have
brought with you, Thanagarian, but no one will keep me from my
destiny. This ends here and now!”



Atom went to leap at Despero again, but was not quick enough as he
watched some sort of powerful energy blast come from the third eye
of the creature. So strong, so powerful was it, that the very flesh
was vaporized from Katar Hol’s body.



Ray Palmer stopped in shock. The nightmare of bodies strewn around
the room, finally seeping into his consciousness. What could he do?
One man with the power to shrink was no match for someone as
powerful as this alien.



No! There was one thing. The ear. Aim for the ear. He leapt towards
his destination, his anger focused into avenging his new friends
and comrades.



“I heard that a mile away,” Despero sneered as he reached out and
grabbed The Atom between his finger and thumb, and looking him
straight in the eye, squeezed down as hard as he could. It was like
the sound of a man stepping on a large June bug, and then he let go
and Atom’s body plummeted to the ground.



Despero turned once again towards the machine and began to work the
controls. His mind racing to figure out how he could get it to work
in his favor; to send him directly to Thanagar and to his
destination.



“You have fooled them, monster, but you cannot fool me.”



Despero turned, but there was no one around. His eyes narrowed as
he combed the room, until he found what he had been looking for. It
was right next to him. He swung out at the invisible adversary, but
missed.



“You cannot get into my brain as easily as you did my friends. You
are not the only one with the ability to play with people’s minds.
Even now, I am awaking my friends from the nightmare that you
created for each one of them. You have, in short, messed with the
wrong people.”



“… And you talk too much,” Despero snapped back, as he reached
behind him and grabbed onto the body of his invisible
assailant.



Martian Manhunter acted quickly and wrapped his arms around
Despero’s neck. Both of them wrestling against each other’s
strength.



“All those who can, act now,” J’onn cried out.



Although all were still shaking off the effects of the illusion
that had seemed so real to them moments ago, three of them were
able to charge. Superman, Wonder Woman, and Katar Hol smashed into
the giant alien.



Their momentum, however, carried them into the main console behind
them. There was a sudden blaze of pure white light, blinding the
others who were still recovering, and then darkness.



“I can’t see!” Flash called out.



“Our eyes are adjusting, give it a minute,” Batman replied
calmly.



The sound of a jetpack was heard seconds later and Adam Strange
appeared. He looked around at what was left of the Justice
League.



“The Zeta Beam mainframe - it’s been destroyed. What
happened?”



His eyesight returning quicker than the others, Flash also looked
around. Green Lantern, Batman, and Atom were there, but the others
had vanished.



“It was damaged in the battle against Despero, but the bigger
question is: what happened to the others?”



Adam Strange walked quickly to the computer, giving it a once over.
“Best possible theory is that they triggered some kind of feedback
when they hit it. They were transported somewhere.”



“All of them, together?” asked Green Lantern.



“Not necessarily. They might be all together, or the beam may have
sent each one to a different corner of the galaxy when it was
damaged. At this point, I just don’t know."

 

 



Martian Manhunter stumbled and fell to the ground. He did not
recognize where he was, but it was not the planet he had just been
on. A quick telepathic scan also revealed that his colleagues were
nowhere near him. Nowhere at all.



Then he picked up a stray thought, a random thought that came
across with nothing but anger and malice.



He wasn’t alone on this planet, he realized. Somewhere, very near,
Despero had been transported as well. Just the two of them.

 



To Be Continued!
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of it. Who will stay, and who will go? And who lurks in the
shadows, waiting for the right time to strike.

Plus, a turning point in the life of Kate Spencer!



	


New
Outsiders #24 (2007)
New Outsiders: Letting it Simmer.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

Kate Spencer's world is turned upside down in more ways than one
when she meets her real mother, and finds out what has happened to
The Squealer. What exactly is going on with Batgirl? Who are the
mysterious hooded figures?

Plots thicken and the final member of The New Outsiders is
revealed! A new threat is revealed! All this and a battle royal
between Manhunter and Huntress!



	


New
Outsiders #22 (2007)
New Outsiders: Red or Black.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE.

Roulette is back! Huntress and Black Canary face off against
their mentors in a battle for Batgirl's life. Kate Spencer comes to
a very big crossroad in hers, and Grace stumbles upon some
unexpected help from a very unexpected hero.



	


New
Outsiders #23 (2007)
New Outsiders: Breaking the Rules.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A MATURE READERS TITLE

As Black Canary and Huntress fight for their lives as well as
the life of Batgirl, help is about to come from three very
different heroes... in fact you could even call them...
outsiders.



	


Detective
Comics #26 (2008)
Detective Comics: When One Door Closes...

The thrilling conclusion as Batman faces off with Two-Face for
the first time! Tim learns the full truth about his father and his
mother. And the fate of Black Mask and The Penguin! With an ending
that will... well... you'll see!



	


Detective
Comics #27 (2008)
Detective Comics: The Remains.

Bruce Wayne is the main focus of this issue as he deals with the
newest member of his household, the news that the Clown Prince of
Crime has become a... mob boss??? And with Vicki Vale gone he finds
a new companion by the name of-- Selina Kyle.

All this and the fate of the Penguin!!!



	


Detective
Comics #28 (2008)
Detective Comics: In the Still of the Night.

Batman finds that control over his city is slipping away from
him as Gotham's underworld continues to be flipped upside down, and
unbelievable alliances are being made. But who's pulling the
strings?



	


Detective
Comics #29 (2008)
Detective Comics: Walking the Line.

As things begin to go from worse to critical in Gotham, Batman
reluctantly turns to help from the most unlikely of sources. But
just how far will the Dark Knight go to bring down one of his
greatest enemies?

Plus, The Demon loses his most powerful pawn, and all of Gotham
may pay the price!



	


Detective
Comics #30 (2008)
Detective Comics: The Punchline.

The Joker has been used... and he's not happy! The battle
between Batman and The Demon may be for nothing, if The Joker has
his way! A double sized explosive issue that will end as all Joker
tales end... in death and destruction!



	


Detective
Comics #31 (2008)
Detective Comics: Beneath the Rubble.

After The Joker's massive destruction, Gotham City is under
Martial Law! Villains and mob bosses are making last ditch efforts
to solidify their positions, and James Gordon must stand alone
against one of his former friends and allies.



	


Detective
Comics #32 (2008)
Detective Comics: Cape and Cowl.

This is it, folks! Tim Drake puts on the mask, the cape, the
uniform! His first official appearance as Robin, the new Boy
Wonder! Just don't let Alfred and Dick find out...

Guest Starring: The New Outsiders' Batwoman!



	


Teen
Titans Annual #1 (2008)
Teen Titans Annual: Thicker than Water.

A picnic between Nightwing and Starfire on a sunny New York
afternoon turns into a nightmare as some very familiar aliens
appear to take their Princess, and Kory and The Titans come face to
face with Starfire's sister!



	


Teen
Titans West #1 (2008)
Teen Titans West: I Left My Heart...

Not seen since the Teen Titans Annual #1; Bumblebee, Risk,
Golden Eagle, and Speedy are now joined in San Francisco by Omen,
Hawk & Dove, and Aqualad as a new chapter in the history of the
Teen Titans begins.

An adventure that will reveal not only the origin of at least
one member of this new team, but also change the life of someone
else in the DC2 Universe!



	


Teen
Titans West #2 (2008)
Teen Titans West: United We Stand.

Continuing where it left off, the team of heroes continue to
battle the creature in the San Francisco Bay, and all seems lost...
that is until Golden Eagle and Aqualad show up to help save the
day!



	


Action
Comics #39 (2009)
Action Comics: Kon-El, Part Three

There's a new, and younger, Superman up for bid, but which
insane genius will get his hands on him? Lex Luthor? Dr. Ivo? Dr.
Sivana? Or will Superman, Supergirl, Captain Marvel, and Mary
Marvel be able to stop this potential weapon from falling into the
wrong hands?



	


Action
Comics #40 (2009)
Action Comics: Kon-El, Part Four

This is it! The conclusion to DC2's first appearance of
Superboy! Featuring: Dr. Ivo, Amazo, Captain Marvel, Supergirl,
Lois Lane, Lex Luthor, Dr. Xadu, and uhhh, oh yeah... Superboy!



	


Rogues
Gallery #16 (2009)
Rogues Gallery: ?

He knows not who he is, or where he came from. Fragmented
memories envelope him, but only to the point of confusion. A scar
that he does not know how he received is his only clue to his past.
He is an enigma wrapped in a mystery, and he's about to be...
reborn!



	


Wonder Woman
#35 (2009)
Wonder Woman: A Parting Gift, Part One (of Two).

The Gods are gone, but for Diana, there is still one more little
detail that has been left behind. Wonder Woman is in for the
surprise of her life - possibly a very short life!



	


Wonder Woman
#36 (2009)
Wonder Woman: A Parting Gift, Part Two (of Two).

Who is Cassandra Sandsmark and why does she want to kill Wonder
Woman? Who is Dr. Doris Zuel and why does she want Cassandra so
badly? Join us for the conclusion to the story that introduces not
one, not two, but three new characters to the DC2!



	


Teen
Titans West #3 (2009)
Teen Titans West: The Enemy of My Friend.

What is Speedy's mission for Checkmate? This issue reveals that,
as well as the nemesis that the TTW are up against! And if that's
not enough, there's a revelation that will have lasting effects for
two major DC2 characters!



	


Teen
Titans West #4 (2009)
Teen Titans West: When Doves Cry.

The Thanagarians and the Rannians battle over the city of San
Francisco while the Teen Titans West (with the help of Katar Hol,
Cyborg, and Starfire) try to stop the plans of Kanjar Ro. By the
time this issue is over, a shocking revelation will rip apart two
members of this non-group group!



	


Teen
Titans West #5 (2009)
Teen Titans West: And Away We Go.

The stunning (and really long-awaited) conclusion to the first
arc of the West Coast Titans! Hawkman and Golden Eagle have just
discovered they're brothers; but will they embrace as family?

And the machinations of Kanjar Ro and Byth come to a head! Will
The Titans West survive their first adventure together!



	


The
Flash #36 (2010)
The Flash: Impulse Control.

With the historic first meeting of Tim Drake, Conner Kent and
Cassie Sandsmark having happened during the holidays, it's no
surprise that Bart Allen would finally appear in the DC2. But it
may come as a surprise when we reveal just how long he's been
here...
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