All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 2 Timothy 3:16-17
This book is a labor of love. It is a burning passion of mine to state truth and reveal deception. My intention is not to offend anybody but to enlighten, to pose questions and answer them using The SWORD of the SPIRIT, The Holy Bible, God’s gift to us. How can you get to know God? Read His story!
I converted to Catholicism in the late eighties with the desire to change my life. I was on a certain path of self destruction. I cried out one Saturday morning for God to help. It took a few months; He had to break me and rid me of pride, and it was painful. God stepped in and met me where I was. My journey to Him went the long way around but when I look back God was always trying to intervene, He was always revealing himself, I just didn’t know it was Him. The past few years of praying with my friend Bethany, studying God’s Word and attending Beth Moore bible study’s taught me to recognize how God communicates with his beloved.
Dear readers my prayer for you is to trust and believe God. He wants a real relationship with each and every one of us. You get to know Him through His Word; it is His message to us, His love letter. Trust and believe it. God will reveal Himself in a way that you will realize He’s here, close to us and cares about every detail of our lives. He is not in some far off place. Open your hearts to Him, the God who knows you.
I love you all so much!
Christine Dickson
I really have a heart for Catholics. I believe they sincerely desire a relationship with God but are unsure how to have one or how to follow Jesus. It is my wish that every Catholic who reads this book and answers the questions will come into a deeper relationship with our Lord. I also hope and pray that as you read along in this book, you are set free from anything and everything that is hindering your walk with God. I wrote the history and the majority of the teaching segments in this book along with some of my life stories.
Many blessings,
Bethany K. Scanlon
One December, I (Christine) was managing a shop. I had placed an ad in the newspaper for an assistant manager and Bethany came in and interviewed for the position. I hired her on the spot. There was something about the look in her eye. I could trust her and I knew it immediately. Throughout this book/bible study we will share our faith stories, mine are about my journey to God through His son Jesus Christ with the help of my friend Bethany.
Before you go any further, we ask that you read the following scripture very carefully and then pray the prayer out loud being sincere in your heart. The reason there is a lot of confusion about the Holy Scriptures is because to read God’s word, you need it revealed to you by the Holy Spirit.
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 2 Timothy 3:16
Father God, I ask that your Holy Spirit speak to my heart and reveal God’s truths as I read this book and your holy scriptures. In Jesus’ name Amen.
What is your personal definition of a Catholic? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How did you become a Catholic and why are you a Catholic?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the Church?
In this section we will go over the definition of what the church is.
In the Old Testament God created Adam and had a personal one on one relationship with Him. When Adam disobeyed God’s instructions and ate from the forbidden tree, he was separated from God’s presence. God’s desire has always been to dwell among us and have a personal relationship with us.
Later the presence of God was kept in a tabernacle, but when Jesus died and rose again, the veil that separated the presence of God from man in the tabernacle was torn in two pieces signifying that we can now go directly to God ourselves through his son Jesus Christ(Mark 15:38). In the New Testament, God’s Spirit lives inside of you when you are a believer.
What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20
Write down your personal definition of what you believe the church is and also what the church’s purpose is:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Now write down what you believe the following scriptures mean:
There is only one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and there is only one God and Father, who is over us all and in us all and living through us all. Eph 4:5,6(NLT)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Now carefully read the next set of scriptures:
12For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.
13For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
14For the body is not one member, but many.
15If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?
16And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 12For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.
17If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?
18But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.
19And if they were all one member, where were the body?
20But now are they many members, yet but one body.
21And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.
22Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:
23And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.
24For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked.
25That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.
26And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.
27Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 1 Corinthians 12:12-27
In the above scriptures, verse 13 very clearly states that “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles” Verse 25 in 1 Corinthians 12 states “That there should be no schism in the body” Schism means a separation or break of union within a Christian church. Schism also means attempting to produce such discord within the church. Catholic by definition means “Universal Christian Church.” Universal means worldwide, all-embracing and all-inclusive. The Catholics define “church” as a place of Christian worship. When you become a believer, there is a supernatural spiritual baptism into the body of Christ.
For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:13
For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:26-28
The first sermon St. Peter preached after being baptized by the Holy Spirit was outside to a group of people, who believed the message of the gospel and were baptized. Three thousand souls were added to the church that day. Peter’s sermon was about repentance of sins and receiving Jesus as Lord. Those who believed were added to the church and the new converts devoted themselves to the teaching of the gospel, fellowship, communion and prayer. (Read Acts Ch.2)
Read the following set of scriptures and then write down what you believe they mean:
Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name. And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other. 1 Corinthians 1:12-16
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
St. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians a warning to Christians that Christ was not divided and we are to follow the message of the gospel and not the men who are presenting it. Paul rebuked believers for breaking off into sects and following different leaders of the faith instead of realizing that they were all equals and should just follow Jesus Christ.
Now read the scriptures below and write down what you believe they mean:
Our bodies have many parts, but the many parts make up only one body when they are all put together. So it is with the “body” of Christ. Each of us is a part of the one body of Christ. Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves and some are free. But the Holy Spirit has fitted us all together into one body. We have been baptized into Christ’s body by the one Spirit, and have all been given that same Holy Spirit. Yes, the body has many parts, not just one part. 1 Corinthians 12:12-14(TLB)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Again, Paul was teaching the Christians we are all important in the body of Christ and that we are all placed perfectly according to the gifts that God has given each of us. God designed the body of Christ to fit together perfectly just like he designed our human bodies. Jesus is the head, we are the body.
I (Christine) grew up in Baltimore, Maryland in the 1960’s with a Catholic father and Lutheran mother. I was the third of four children, three girls and one older brother who gave his life in service to his country during the Vietnam War. My parents separate religions were such a source of contention in their courtship, they almost never married because of it. During the marriage plans, my dad being Catholic was supposed to marry in his own church. My mother was willing to do that, until they informed her she had to sign a paper promising to raise her future children Catholic. She refused; a request of that kind was totally unreasonable to her. Dad did give in and they married in the Lutheran church, so we were raised Lutheran. My dad’s punishment was excommunication. That is the severest penalty that deprives the guilty party, my dad in this case, of all participation in the common blessings of the Catholic Church. This penalty, supposes guilt and is the most serious the Church can inflict; it is a very grave offense.
My dad continued to attend mass every Sunday for the next twenty five years, although he was never allowed to receive any of the sacraments. Imagine attending a church you love and every week, during the communion, you sit in shame watching everybody stand up and walk over, separated from your Christian brothers and sisters. On my parent’s 25th anniversary, my mom did agree to remarry my dad in the Catholic Church. He was then allowed to be reunited to the church community. Lutherans and Catholics both claim to be Christian, which means “like Christ.” I never questioned church doctrine much until I started reading and studying the Bible. Denominational walls and boundaries must grieve Jesus deeply.
A few paragraphs above we defined the Catholic Church as “Universal Christian Church.” Universal means worldwide, all-embracing and all-inclusive. The definition doesn’t quite fit, does it? When a non Catholic attends Mass it is not “all inclusive” due to many of the traditions exclusive to Catholics, such as making the sign of the cross, genuflection, and the church doctrine which forbids other Christians from receiving communion during their service. Other traditions such as praying the rosary and Stations of the Cross are more examples of exclusivity in the Catholic Church….exclusive means private.
I eventually converted to the Catholic Church, but before I did, I sat in the pews year after year, feeling like an outsider. I never felt welcome or that I belonged there. I’m convinced that most of the drive behind my conversion was the desire for acceptance.
Who is the Rock?
Who do you believe “The Rock” is, St. Peter or Jesus? _________
Please read the following scriptures and then write down what you believe that they mean:
When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ. Matthew 16:13-2
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Peter was correct when he stated that Jesus was "the Christ" and it was that profession of truth that the church would be founded upon: Jesus Christ was talking about building His church upon the foundational truth that Jesus is the Messiah. We also find in scripture at least three places where Peter was very fallible. The first was when Jesus rebuked him and called him Satan directly after the fact that Jesus was the Messiah was revealed to Peter:
From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. Matthew 16:21-23
Peter also denied our Lord and Savior three times after the Roman soldiers arrested Jesus:
Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended.Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples. Matthew 26:33-35
Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou sayest. And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth.And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man. And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee.Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew.And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly. Matthew 26:69-75
The third is when Apostle Paul rebuked him for wrong teaching in one of the churches after Jesus had risen from the dead:
But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision. And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation. But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? Galatians 2:11-14
All these stories show us that the scripture in Romans 3:23 that says “all have sinned and fallen short the glory of God” is true. Peter’s failings reveal to us God’s mercy and forgiveness. Jesus Christ however did not sin once. He never messed up. This is who God chose to build our lives upon, a rock that is unbreakable, unshakeable and never makes mistakes. To rightly divide scripture, the other scriptures need to be in agreement since God would not contradict Himself. In Matthew, Jesus is also called the chief cornerstone which means foundation:
Then Jesus asked them, "Didn't you ever read this in the Scriptures? The stone rejected by the builders has now become the cornerstone. This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous to see.'What I mean is that the Kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a nation that will produce the proper fruit. Anyone who stumbles over that stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls." Matthew 21:42-43(NLT)
In St. Peter’s own letter to a church he says:
If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 1Peter 2:3-7
This as you can see, Peter himself is calling the Lord the chief cornerstone. Read the next set of scriptures
Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; And did all eat the same spiritual meat; And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 1 Cor 10:3,4
In 1 Corinthians above, who is the Apostle Paul calling the Rock? ______________________________________________________________________________
In the below scriptures who does Apostle Paul say the foundation of God’s building is?
1 Corinthians 3:9-11 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building. According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Let the scriptures speak for themselves…The Rock is Christ.
I (Bethany) use this chapter to review a brief history and timeline of Catholicism and some famous Popes.
Christians were heavily persecuted and murdered for their faith for the first three hundred years after Jesus’ resurrection in the Roman Empire. The apostle Paul was imprisoned off and on for several years, beaten and eventually beheaded for his refusal to renounce Christ. The apostle Peter was crucified for his refusal to renounce Christ. Many of Jesus’s followers suffered horrible deaths because they would not deny their belief in Christ.
Timeline of Catholicism
296-304 Pope Marcellinus did renounce Christ and surrendered the Holy Scriptures under Diocletian persecution. He also chose to give sacrifices publicly to their pagan gods to prove his loyalty. Later the Catholic Church canonized him.
Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire by Emperor Constantine who issued the Edict of Milan in A.D. 313. When this happened, the church was given legal advantages and material possessions from the Roman government. This included ownership of the pagan temples, plus property and estates. Money was also given to the church to compensate for all of the losses suffered for three hundred years of persecution. The Christian church was now in power and paganism was outlawed, but still practiced by many.
In what year did Christianity become legal in Rome? ________
How many centuries after the bible was written did Christianity become legal? ______
In A.D. 325, the Nicene Creed was written by the bishops in the imperial city of Nicaea to be learned and confessed by every believer. The Nicene Creed was written to combat Arianism which was a movement that originated from a man named Arius who denied the divinity of Christ. The meeting was called the First Ecumenical Council or Council of Nicaea and was held to preserve the unity of the Church.
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation, he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered, died and was buried. On the third day he rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in on holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Why was the Nicene Creed written?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Who was it written by? _____________________________________________________________________________
In the Nicene Creed, how does it say that you receive forgiveness of sins? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does the bible say you receive forgiveness of sins? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Someone very famous was in attendance at the First Ecumenical Council in 325AD. We know him around Christmas time as the beloved St. Nick. St. Nicholas lived by Jesus' words, "sell what you own and give the money to the poor," so he dedicated his life to serving God and used his entire inheritance to help others in need. While he was a young man, Nicholas was ordained as a Bishop in Myra. There are many stories of St. Nick’s generosity but the most famous one is when a poor man's daughters, because they were without dowries, were going to be sold into slavery. On three different occasions, a bag of gold appeared in their home providing the needed dowries. The bags of gold, tossed through an open window, are said to have landed in stockings or shoes left before the fire to dry. This led to the custom of children hanging stockings or putting out shoes, eagerly awaiting gifts from Saint Nicholas. Sometimes the story is acquainted with gold balls instead of bags of gold. That is why three gold balls, sometimes represented as oranges, are one of the symbols for St. Nicholas. The Roman Emperor Diocletian, persecuted Bishop Nicholas by imprisonment. St. Nicholas died on December 6, AD 343.
In 350 AD Pope Julius I declared that Christ’s birth would be celebrated on December 25 despite the fact that biblical description puts his birth around September. The reason for the Pope changing Jesus’ birth date was to assimilate the Pagan Romans into Christianity since they celebrated their God Saturnalia around the end of December.
In 360 AD Council of Laodicea officially commanded Lent to be observed. During that time period if you did not obey Catholic law, which was the government, you could be executed and many were.
Even after the Roman Empire fell to the hands of barbarians who came with their own pagan beliefs, the Catholic Church was able to survive amiss the chaos. After the king of Franks (Clovis) defeated the last Roman General Syagrius in 486 A.D. he converted to Catholicism to marry his love Clotilda since she was a devout Catholic. Because of his conversion, he demanded that all of his subjects become Catholic and reject their current pagan belief system. This came to be known as the Merovingian dynasty. The Merovingian dynasty was conquered in 751 A.D by Pepin the Short and the new dynasty was called Carolingian. Pepin’s son was baptized Charles and he came to be known as Charles the Great or in French, Charlemagne. Because the Pope was given authority to install the king, Charles was crowned on Christmas day 800 A.D. as the new Emperor by Pope Leo III who also gave him the title Patricius Romanorum, which meant his duty was to protect Rome. In 850 A.D. the superiority of the Pope over the emperor was officially established through some forged documents called the Donation of Constantine that were circulating throughout the empire and it then became the Holy Roman Empire. The church now had full authority in Rome. Charles the Great also established Latin as the official language for the government and the Catholic Church which helped establish the government and bring unity to the people.
Why did the king of Franks become a Catholic? _____________________________
Who established Latin as the official language in Rome?________________
How did the Pope gain rulership over Rome?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
AD 493 is believed to be the year that the famed Christian missionary St. Patrick died. St. Patrick had a heart for the Irish people, even though he was born in Roman Britian. When Patrick was around sixteen, he was captured and carried off as a slave to Ireland. Patrick remained captive for six years, praying on a daily basis. After six years, he heard the Holy Spirit tell him that he would soon go home, and that his ship was ready. St. Patrick escaped, travelled roughly two hundred miles to a port, where he found a ship that eventually returned him home.
A few years later, God gave him a vision. This is St. Patrick’s written account of that vision:
I saw a man coming, as it were from Ireland. His name was Victoricus, and he carried many letters, and he gave me one of them. I read the heading: "The Voice of the Irish". As I began the letter, I imagined in that moment that I heard the voice of those very people who were near the wood of Foclut, which is beside the western sea—and they cried out, as with one voice: "We appeal to you, holy servant boy, to come and walk among us.
St. Patrick was known for preaching the gospel, baptizing thousands, ordaining ministers and praying for the sick. We celebrate his ministry every year on March 17th since that is the day historians mark as the day he went to be with our Lord.
Why is St. Patrick celebrated?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
904 Pope Sergius III was appointed by Teofilatto and Theodora Theophylacts. Pope Sergius began a relationship with their eldest thirteen year old daughter Marozia.
914-928 The Theophylacts new family Senatrix Marozia who took over the family business after her father died, appointed Pope John X (who was her mother’s former lover) and then later had him murdered in Castel Sant’ Angelo for standing up against her aristocratic domination.
928 Pope Leo VI was elected by Marozia. He was only in office from May to December 928. She then elected Pope Stephen VII .
931-936 Pope John XI was elected. He was the illegitimate son between Pope Sergius III and Marozia
955-1057 Thirteen Popes were elected by powerful Roman families.
Who was Marozia and what did she do?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1054 a schism took place between the Eastern Roman Empire (Byzantium) and the Carolingians. The Pope wanted the Carolingians as the sole ruler of the entire Roman Empire which resulted in an official split between the East and West Empires because the East wanted to appoint its own rulers. The Eastern Church from then on became the Greek Orthodox Church and severed all ties with the Roman Catholic Church. In the 9th century, the “sign of the cross” became popular and it originated from making a sign of the cross on your forehead between 200-300AD by religious leaders like Origen and St. Cyprian. People began to use the “sign of the cross” to distinguish the difference between the East and West Roman Empire. One group did left to right and the other right to left.
Why did a schism take place between the East and West Roman Empire?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In 1095, Christianity needed defending from an attack, so the Byzantine Emperor, Alexius Comnenus, asked Pope Urban II in Rome for help. The Arab Muslims, known then as The Saracens had taken over the Holy Land and were forbidding Christians to visit their holy pilgrimage sites. In a battle to save the Holy Land, the Pope invoked eight crusades that lasted from 1095 to 1270. The most famous was in 1212 when thousands of children went to free the Holy Land, but instead they were captured and sold as slaves to Spanish Muslims known as the Moors. The crusades failed and did not free the Holy Land from Islamic rule and ended after many Christians and Muslims were brutally slaughtered, while others profited monetarily off the ordeal.
Why did the Pope start the crusades?
_______________________________________________________________________
How many years did the crusades last? ___________
What was the most famous crusade? _______________________________________
1231 Pope Gregory IX instituted a papal inquisition. Pope Gregory decreed that whoever would not convert to Catholicism were heretics to be seized by the secular authorities and burned. In 1542 Pope Paul III also officially established in Rome the Congregation of the Inquisition also known as the Holy Office.
1478 A Papal Bull was issued by Pope Sixtus IV and implemented by King and Queen Ferdinand and Isabella of Castile. Only Catholics were allowed rights like ownership of property and certain jobs. Two monks headed up this inquisition, Miguel de Morillo and Juan de San Martin. Around 1200 people were burned at the stake for refusing to convert to Catholicism and about 700 of these people were Jews. Thousands of others converted for fear of death. In 1492, the King and Queen issued an Edict that demanded that Jews were expelled from their kingdom and territories. Phase two of the inquisition started about 1531 when Pope Leo X expanded the Inquisition to Portugal. For a short four year period during Napoleonic rule (1808-1812) the ban was lifted. However, when King Ferdinand VII of Spain took over he reinstated it. The inquisition was also active in Mexico, Philippines, Guatemala, Peru, New Granda, Canary Islands, parts of Goa, Brazil and the Spanish and Portuguese colonies in America. The last known person executed by the Spanish Inquisition was Cayetano Ripoli on July 26, 1826. The inquisition officially ended on July 15,1834.
What happened in 1231?
______________________________________________________________________________
Who issued the Papal Bull in 1478?
______________________________________________________________________________
Who were the two monks that headed up the Spanish Inquisition?
______________________________________________________________________________
What year did the inquisition officially end? _________
1513-1521 Was the reign of Pope Leo X. He was known for depleting the Papal treasury which was full from the sale of church jobs including Cardinal positions which went to the highest bidder. He was also known for excommunicating Martin Luther who stood against some of his practices he used to extract money from the poor.
On November 10, 1483 a man named Martin Luther was born in Eisleben, Saxony which is now part of Germany. Originally Martin wanted to serve God and enter a monastery but his father insisted that he become a lawyer, so he enrolled in law school in 1505, but a few months later during a thunderstorm Martin was almost hit by lightening so he cried out to St. Anna and vowed to become a monk if she would spare his life. He became a monk after that and then in 1507 Martin Luther was ordained a priest despite his father’s outspoken opposition to Luther’s call to the ministry. Martin’s superior was the Roman Catholic Scholar Johannes von Staupitz who encouraged Martin to study the bible. Taking his advice, he received his Bachelor’s degree in Bible Studies in 1509. In 1510 Luther traveled to Rome to represent his order and was overwhelmed and disgusted at the corruption of the Church. He was particularly reviled at the selling of indulgences which started about 700 years after the bible was written to raise money for the Church. When Pope Leo X needed money to build St. Peter’s he commissioned a minister named Johann Tetzel to raise money by selling indulgences (a pardon from sin). Tetzel raised money by persuading people to purchase indulgences by saying “As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs.” He told the people that their deceased relatives were begging them to buy them out of purgatory. Martin Luther was horrified by the abuses of the Catholic Church and it led him to further study of the Scriptures leading him to receive his Doctorate in Theology on October 18, 1512. While he was studying in the tower of a monastery, Luther discovered some scriptures in the bible from Romans written by the Apostle Paul which said:
Romans 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written. The just shall live by faith.
This revelation changed his life since Catholic doctrine said that you were saved through baptism and good works. Catholic doctrine also taught you had to belong to the Catholic Church to be saved. Delighted at the news that anyone can have assurance of salvation and be justified by faith in Jesus Christ and what he did on the cross and not just those who were baptized in the Catholic Church, he wrote a debate called the 95 Thesis. This debate challenged the doctrine of salvation in the Catholic Church including the abuse of indulgences. He stapled the 95 Thesis on the church door which was the custom back then to debate church doctrine and he wrote them in Latin instead of German to keep the debate between him and his superiors. Unbeknownst to Luther, someone published the 95 Thesis and translated it in German to distribute it. The Germans, who were tired of being taken advantage of by the Church, now had ammunition and started a revolution. Because this led to the church losing money and power, Pope Leo X excommunicated Luther in 1521 when he refused to recant his beliefs. The Catholic Church in response to the 95 Thesis wrote the Council of Trent (which is still upheld today) and refutes the entire 95 Thesis. The Council of Trent states that if you don’t believe you are saved by baptism and good works, you will be anathema, which means eternally damned.
What was Pope Leo X known for?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why did Martin Luther become a monk?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why did Martin Luther write the 95 Thesis?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What was the Catholic Church’s response to the 95 Thesis?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
August 26, 1910 in Skopje, Macedonia, Mother Theresa was born to Nikola and Drane Bojaxhiu. She was baptized Gonxha Agnes, received her First Communion at the age of five and a half and was confirmed in November 1916. Gonxha became a missionary at eighteen years old and joined the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Ireland. It was there she was renamed Sister Mary Theresa. On January 6, 1929, Sister Theresa moved to Calcutta, India and made her First Profession of Vows in May of 1931. On May 24, 1937, Sister Theresa made her Final Profession of Vows becoming “the spouse of Jesus for all eternity.” After that Profession she then became known as “Mother Theresa.” Mother Theresa continued to teach at St. Mary’s School for girls in the Loreto Entally community in Calcutta, eventually becoming the principal in 1944. On September 10, 1946, during a train ride from Calcutta to Darjeeling, Mother Theresa felt like Jesus inspired her to become a light for the poor. Because of that call, Mother Theresa officially established a community in Calcutta on October 7, 1950 called Missionaries of Charity which was dedicated to service the poverty stricken. These communities soon spread worldwide. Because of Mother Theresa’s work, she received numerous awards including the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979. Mother Teresa passed away on September 5, 1997.
Why did Mother Theresa dedicate her life to helping the poor?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Today Roman Catholicism is currently the world’s largest religion, with over 1 billion baptized members.
In your own words, write down what you believe purgatory is:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
When you die do you believe that you are going to Heaven, Hell, or Purgatory? Why or why not?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Catholic definition of purgatory is a state in which the souls of those who have died in grace must be purified of their attachment to sins before entering Heaven. This doctrine was clarified in the Council of Trent 1500 hundred years after Jesus walked the earth:
Council of Trent decree on purgatory:
TWENTY-FIFTH SESSION, DECREE ON PURGATORY: "Since the Catholic Church, instructed by the Holy Ghost, has, following the sacred writings and the ancient tradition of the Fathers, taught in sacred councils and very recently in this ecumenical council that there is a purgatory, and that the souls there detained are aided by the suffrages of the faithful and chiefly by the acceptable sacrifice of the altar, the holy council commands the bishops that they strive diligently to the end that the sound doctrine of purgatory, transmitted by the Fathers and sacred councils, be believed and maintained by the faithful of Christ, and be everywhere taught and preached."
This was not originally a church doctrine from the apostles. According to historians the doctrine of purgatory was invented to raise more money for the church in the 16th century. The priests would sell indulgences to make money. They would tell their parishioners that they could buy their loved ones out of purgatory and into heaven. At that time the bible was written in Latin and a lot of people did not know how to read, plus they were discouraged from reading the bible because the Catholic Church stated that only the church fathers could interpret scripture. Purgatory was not originally a doctrine taught in the Catholic Church, in fact neither Jesus Christ or any of the Apostles ever taught that there was a purgatory. They taught that when you die you either go to Heaven or Hell and there was no in between. When Jesus died on a cross, there was a unbaptized thief who was being crucified and because he believed that Jesus was Lord, Jesus told him that he would join him in paradise. When Jesus died and rose again, he went to heaven to sit at the right hand of Father God, this means that a thief who believed went to heaven immediately after his death. Not purgatory, paradise!
And a superscription also was written over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise. Luke 23:38-43
The bible says when you repent of your sins that God forgets about them and they are washed away as white as snow and thrown to the bottom of the ocean floor. This means you are free from the consequences of your sins in the eyes of God. Now you won’t be free of the consequences necessarily while you are alive on earth, but if you have asked for God’s forgiveness you will be free from them on judgment day. Please read the next few scriptures out loud:
Isaiah 1:17-19Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land
Micah 7:19 He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Do you believe that the bible is true? ________
The bible says the word of God actually is God. The bible also says that all scripture was inspired by God. Please read the next set of scriptures out loud:
John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
How does Apostle Paul say you are saved in the scriptures below?
Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
* * *
During my 10 years in the Catholic Church I (Christine) participated in many programs and activities. Something new at least for me, was the development of small home groups called Renew. We met weekly for topical bible studies provided by the Catholic Church. Usually the sessions were for 8 weeks, 3 or 4 times a year. I enjoyed Renew and I loved the group I was in. We had lively discussions and almost never stayed on topic because the study did not contain a lot of in depth scripture lessons but were mostly the author’s pet subject …. Social justice was always a hot one. Nothing wrong with those issues but I believe we were all there to deepen our knowledge and relationship with God. Many of us were searching…in fact we ended up appropriately naming ourselves, “The Searchers”. After a couple of years meeting with this group, I began to drift away from the Catholic Church, questioning some of their doctrine. Why? Because after I started reading the bible on a daily basis, certain scriptures challenged my previous doctrine. This is one of them:
But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. Romans 10:89
Catholics don’t talk about being saved. They assume their baby baptism and later confirmation in the teen years is the entrance into heaven. I also was floored by the scripture in Ephesians 2:8-9 about being saved by grace and not by works:
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. Ephesians 2:8-9
We can’t work our way to heaven. These scriptures were new to me and I was excited about them. One evening during a Renew session, the subject of salvation came up and I was quick to open my bible to Eph 2 (I had it flagged) and read it out loud. One woman looked at me and said, “I want to work for it!” And I said “O.k. but you don’t have to!”
I realized at that time, many people in the room had no idea what the word of God said. When that woman exclaimed her desire to work her way to heaven, I knew it was against God’s word. That was a defining moment for me because I realized the importance of following God and His word.
* * *
Who do you confess your sins to? _________________
Now read the scripture below:
Psalm 32:5 I acknowledge my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.
Forgiven (Greek)- aphiemi {af-ee'-ay-mee to let go, disregard,to keep no longer
Iniquity (Hebrew) avon {aw-vone' - consequence of sin
Transgressions (Hebrew) pesha` {peh'-shah sin
As you can see from Psalm 32, when you confess your sin to the Lord, he disregards the consequences of your wrong actions. He lets it go. This means that you no longer have to pay for your sins eternally; you have accepted Jesus’ death on the cross as payment for all your sins. In 1 John 1:9 it says that if you confess your sins to him, he is “faithful and just to forgive your sins. Forgiveness means to completely disregard. It is no longer held against you, you are considered not guilty. Purgatory violates God’s written word because God’ word says that you can not earn forgiveness or earn your way into heaven.
* * *
Every spring, in the Catholic Church I (Christine) was attending; there was a week of special events called Missions Week. Usually the guest speakers preached at all the services. I’ll never forget the year when a couple of priests were the guests. They were very personable and almost like a comedy team. The congregation, including myself was attracted to their charisma. After a powerful introduction, they made an interesting pitch that I’d never heard before. They said that if you attended mass everyday for the next week, we would receive a “special indulgence” another name for it is called a “special dispensation”. That special indulgence would allow you to be forgiven of mortal sins. I remember being very excited about it. My husband and I were there every morning at 6:00 am. I can’t speak for him but I was desperate to truly know I was forgiven for my past and was willing to do what they said.
My husband and I faithfully participated in the Sacrament of Reconciliation on a regular basis. Why did we think we needed an indulgence if we were forgiven by confessing our sins according to church doctrine? The doctrine I was taught was to come before a priest, confess sin, and he would either lay hands on me or verbally absolve me of my sin. He would offer a penance which means to say some “Hail Mary’s” or “Our Father “prayers to “earn” the forgiveness of God. I was never taught we were earning it, but to me it was a part of process, confession, prayer of absolution, penance, then forgiveness follows.
I went to reconciliation in several Catholic churches, some gave penance and some didn’t. The point is, I was never sure I was truly forgiven. If I had to do penance to earn forgiveness what was the purpose of Jesus Christ suffering on the cross for our sins? Why did Jesus die on a cross? It was so we could be forgiven of our sins. When you ask God to forgive you of your sins, it means He does not hold what you did wrong against you anymore. We are forgiven of our sins when we repent and receive by faith what His son Jesus did on a cross. Our salvation is a gift. Have you ever bought a special present for someone and after they opened it, presented them an invoice for payment? It’s no longer a gift if payment is expected. The suggestion of “Special Dispensation” for the forgiveness of sin is horrifying, and for church leaders to pitch that out to a congregation even more shocking. We can’t work for that forgiveness.
Ephesians clearly states it’s a gift….re-read the scripture below
Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
It’s important to know what God’s Word says.
For you to know the Holy Spirit, you must first learn about Him in God’s word. This chapter is dedicated to doing just that. Let’s start by reading what Paul says about the third person of the trinity.
When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, your lives will produce these evil results: sexual immorality, impure thoughts, eagerness for lustful pleasure, idolatry, participation in demonic activities, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, divisions, the feeling that everyone is wrong except those in your own little group, envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other kinds of sin. Let me tell you again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God. But when the Holy Spirit controls our lives, he will produce this kind of fruit in us: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Here there is no conflict with the law. Galatians 5:19-23 (NLT)
According to the above scriptures, what kind of fruit in you does the Holy Spirit produce when he controls your life?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Who do you believe the Holy Spirit is and what do you think his job is? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please read the two following sets of scriptures about who the Holy Spirit is:
But the Comforter, [which is] the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. John 14:26
But now I am going to Him Who sent Me, yet none of you asks Me, Where are You going? But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts [taken complete possession of them].However, I am telling you nothing but the truth when I say it is profitable (good, expedient, advantageous) for you that I go away. Because if I do not go away, the Comforter (Counselor, Helper, Advocate, Intercessor, Strengthener, Standby) will not come to you [into close fellowship with you]; but if I go away, I will send Him to you [to be in close fellowship with you]. And when He comes, He will convict and convince the world and bring demonstration to it about sin and about righteousness (uprightness of heart and right standing with God) and about judgment: John 16:5-8 (AMP)
In the chapter of John, Jesus says the Holy Spirit is the Comforter. In the Greek bible, the word for Comforter used in these scriptures is parakletos {par-ak'-lay-tos which means summoned, called to one's side to help them, one who pleads another's cause before a judge, a pleader, an advocate. Jesus also said the Holy Spirit would reprove the world of sin, righteousness and judgment and bring all things to our remembrance that He has told us.
* * *
Catholics talk a lot about the Holy Spirit. One thing that I (Christine) never experienced as a Catholic was the voice and tangible presence of the Holy Spirit and His gifts operating through people. Early in my friendship with Bethany, I visited her church and when I did, my mind was in total conflict. I knew God was moving me into a deeper relationship with Him because He was revealing many new things to me through His word. I was sad and lonely as I sat in her church that morning listening to the worship; I missed the familiarity of Mass. I felt like a fish out of water because the service was completely different from what I was used to. It wasn’t that I didn’t like it, I felt lost without my husband. I was also worried about how to break away from the Catholic Church without ruffling any feathers. At the end of worship, one of the singers, who’s name I found out later was Greg, came up to me with tears in his eyes and said, “You’re going to think I’m crazy, but the Lord wants me to tell you something”. I looked at him in total shock, having never seen this man before. Greg said, “The Lord says, “YOU NEED TO LET IT GO!” Greg had no idea what that meant, but I did. I burst into tears and ran out to my car. I knew those words were a direct message from the Lord and it freaked me out! When God tells you to let something go, then you let it go! I noticed that even though the message meant nothing to Greg, I knew instantly the message was from God and what He was referring to. Over the next few months, there were many more experiences of God speaking to me through other people. When Bethany and I were working together she would always mention how God (or I should say The Holy Spirit) would talk to her and tell her things. She was even able to tell me things about myself, including things about my past that I NEVER told her. When she would pray with me about certain things, I would receive a breakthrough in that particular area of my life. I used to suffer from panic attacks. The attacks were so bad I always felt hesitant about doing many things, including driving. Bethany told me that if she prayed with me, God would heal me. I was very doubtful because I had been praying about it for years, and nothing happened. When Bethany prayed for me, she cast out the demonic spirit of fear and anxiety in the name of Jesus. The spirit left and I am still free today. Another powerful intervention of God in my life was when a guest speaker came to Bethany’s church and we were planning to attend the Sunday service. A few days earlier, Bethany and I were alone at work before the store opened getting ready for the day. She mentioned something the Lord told her for me. I immediately got defensive because I had been praying for weeks for the Lord to speak to me and I heard nothing. It made me angry that she could hear the voice of the Holy Spirit and I couldn’t.
She wanted me to pray with her according to the scripture Matthew 18:19 that the guest speaker would prophesy over us and that it would be a direct word from the Lord. Secretly I didn’t know what to believe about prophecy but if Bethany wanted a word through the speaker on Sunday, it was O.K. by me. So we prayed and I just trusted the Lord. We went to see the guest speaker, whom neither of us had met before. I made sure we sat in the very back. All of this was really weird to me but I was curious to see what would happen. The speaker got up and preached a sermon. At the end of his sermon, he called certain people up from the crowd to the altar and to give them a word from the Lord. I was trying to be unnoticeable; in fact I barely looked up from my bible but I did accidentally catch his eye. He said “Excuse me, lady in the black dress” I was shocked because he was talking to me. He said “Can I give you a word?” I said O.K. and came forward with Bethany in tow. When I got up to the front the speaker said he saw the Holy Spirit fall on me. That was amazing because I was worried I had not received the Holy Spirit when I prayed and first got saved when Bethany first prayed with me. I didn’t feel anything; therefore I wasn’t sure I received anything. I believe it now! No feeling is required! The bible says we believe with our heart and confess with our mouth, and we shall be saved! (Rom. 10) The next thing out of the speaker’s mouth was, “Don’t ever let the devil tell you, you can’t hear God’s voice!” Oh my gosh! I almost fainted. Do you remember what I was discouraged about the day before? I was angry Bethany could hear God’s voice and I couldn’t! He went on and mentioned some personal things in my life he could have never known. He also prophesied over Bethany about something that would happen in her future and a year later I personally watched it come to pass! Below is the scripture from Matthew 18:19 we prayed together before we went to see the speaker. Jesus says ANYTHING we ask the Father in HIS name we will receive.
Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. Matthew 18:19
Early in January 2006 my husband’s brother suddenly died. For the last two or three years he was in a lot of pain due to rheumatoid arthritis. When ever I watched him struggle to get out of a chair I would imagine myself in the same condition some day. I was terrified of not being able to move around freely or being unable to create something because my hands were too sore. I convinced myself I was in the beginning stages of arthritis, my fingers felt swollen around the knuckles and my legs and back were stiff in the morning. I worried about it constantly but never said a word to anyone.
In preparation for this book, Bethany and I were planning to visit Europe. I knew there would be a lot of walking and I was afraid I might not be able to keep up. I’ve always had a lot of energy, I love to walk and I’ve never been the one to slow up the pace. In fact, I was always the one stopping to wait on everyone else. A couple days prior to our trip, Bethany and I were on the phone while I was driving home from work. I pulled into my driveway and before I went into the house we decided to pray for something, I don’t even remember what it was. While we were in prayer Bethany said “Chris are you worried you’re sick?” I responded yes to her question without telling her my fear. Bethany said “Well, you’re not and you do not have arthritis. That is a lie! A lying spirit’s been telling you that” You can imagine my relief! My hands actually felt different immediately after we prayed and I haven’t had trouble since. When you get a word like that, you know it’s from God. No one else knew my troubled thoughts….only Him…”the one who knows me.” Our God is so awesome!
* * *
I (Bethany) think it is wonderful God actually sent His Spirit down to earth. The reason He did was to comfort us since Satan is the one who afflicts us with pain and discomfort. Jesus Christ came to give us life and give it more abundantly. Jesus wants you to have an abundant life! Jesus says Satan is the one who steals, kills and destroys!
The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. John 10:10
The Holy Spirit inside of us, working through us, guides us and produces the fruits of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control. The Holy Spirit also gives us spiritual gifts like words of wisdom, gifts of healing, tongues and prophesy. When the Lord gave me the revelation Christine did not have arthritis, it is called a word of knowledge. The word of knowledge is a spiritual gift, and you know it is from the Holy Spirit because the end result is healing and deliverance. The Lord has already provided for you all of the power and gifts you need to be successful in life, you just have to operate them by faith. That is why it is so important you develop a personal relationship with God so you can go to Him to receive the things you need. The bible says “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God (Romans 10:17).” This means you actually need to hear the spoken word of God to receive faith! I challenge you as you are reading this book to read the scripture verses out loud as you come across them.
Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
In the above scripture, how many gifts of the Holy Spirit are there and what are their names?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Another function of the Holy Spirit is to enable us to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. Peter, who had previously denied Christ three times before his death, ended up preaching a message so powerful that 3000 people were added to the church in one day! What was the difference? On the day of Pentecost, seven weeks after Jesus’ resurrection, the Holy Spirit came and filled the believers. Peter was completely changed and because of the power of the Holy Spirit he had the boldness he needed to stand up and preach Christ crucified.
When you become born-again, the Holy Spirit comes to live inside of you. When you become baptized in the Holy Spirit it is like putting on a spiritual jacket. Baptized means fully immersed. It is the same definition used when turning a cucumber into a pickle. Can you believe how wonderful our God is? He gave us the Holy Spirit to help us in all facets of life. If you learn to be led by the Holy Spirit, He will guide you in all aspects of your daily affairs. However, you have to be willing to let go of your own plans and submit your life to God first. One of the most common ways to be led by the Holy Spirit is an inward witness. You will have a “knowing” about something, an instinct. Also, God gave us consciences to help us and the Holy Spirit will not go against your conscience.
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. Romans 8:14
If the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of God, came to earth to comfort and help us, then who do you think is causing all the pain and suffering on this earth and why?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 1 Peter 5:8
According to the above scripture, who is your adversary? __________________
Why do you think that Jesus came to the earth?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read the words of Jesus out loud:
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. John 3:16-18
All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. John 10:8-11
According to Jesus’ own words, why did he come?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Did Jesus come to condemn the world? _______
Now if Jesus came to do all of those wonderful things, you now know it is not Him causing all this trouble in the world, but your adversary the devil. When I (Bethany) came to Christ, I realized my sin was causing most of the problems in my life. I had been using the excuse of a rocky childhood to not take responsibility for my bad behavior. As a believer in Christ I know God holds each of us individually responsible for our actions or lack thereof no matter what has happened to us. When people do not have the spirit of God in them, their father is the Devil according to the bible. There is no gray area with God, you are either with Him or you are not. Since the devil is a liar and the source of all that is evil in this world and God is the source of all that is good, I came to the conclusion that I will spread God’s word so people can be free from the power of our enemy Satan. Because it is God who “heals all of our diseases” (Psalm 103:3) and Jesus took the beatings on his back so we could be healed of disease (Is 53:5), then God would not come against himself and give us diseases too. That only leaves one other power. That would be Satan himself. When I first gave my life to the Lord at about 20 years old, I was diagnosed with cervical cancer after having a biopsy. Being so young, I was devastated at the news, especially when the doctor told me surgery might not work and I may not be able to have children if the cancer continued to spread. My roommate told me sometimes God heals the sick. One night a friend and I visited a church in Harvey, Louisiana, a town outside of New Orleans, where I was living at the time. I watched this preacher on TV but never actually attended his church. My friend and I sat in the back and listened to the sermon. At the end, another minister came up and said the Lord told him there was a lady in the congregation “diagnosed with a disease in her female parts and scheduled for surgery tomorrow. God is healing her right now.” As soon as he said those words, I felt God’s power surge through my body and I knew I was healed. I was scheduled for surgery the next morning and as you already can guess, I did not have to have it! I have had a clean bill of health (which has been confirmed by doctors) for many years now! You can read my full testimony in another book I wrote called Where’s my mate? For you to be free from the deception of Satan you must know God and know His words in the Holy Bible.
Did you know that you have power and authority over Satan if you belong to Jesus? _____________
Let’s read out loud the words of Jesus Christ to all of his followers:
Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Luke 10:19
And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; Mark 16:17
Those are the words of Jesus Christ himself! So when Satan is attacking, cast him out in the name of Jesus! Just say this: “Satan I command you to leave right now in Jesus’ name!” That’s right, God gave you the authority over Satan and if you do not take it, Satan will walk all over you. When Jesus gave you authority over Satan that means you are the one who needs to take it so you can get the victory. Have you ever heard of the armor of God? According to God’s word it is something you need to put on daily to combat the evil forces. Let’s read about it in Ephesians:
… final word: Be strong with the Lord's mighty power. Put on all of God's armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies and tricks of the Devil. For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against the evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against those mighty powers of darkness who rule this world, and against wicked spirits in the heavenly realms. Use every piece of God's armor to resist the enemy in the time of evil, so that after the battle you will still be standing firm. Stand your ground, putting on the sturdy belt of truth and the body armor of God's righteousness. For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News, so that you will be fully prepared. In every battle you will need faith as your shield to stop the fiery arrows aimed at you by Satan. Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray at all times and on every occasion in the power of the Holy Spirit. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all Christians everywhere. Ephesians 6:10-18 (NLT)
According to the above scriptures who are we NOT fighting against? ______________________________________________________________________________
Who ARE we fighting against?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
What are the six pieces of the armor of God?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the sword of the Spirit? ___________________________________
Here is a daily prayer that you can pray to put on the armor of God:
Father God, please place your full and complete armor on me now. In Jesus’ name AMEN
Now in your own words, write what you believe Jesus meant in the scriptures below:
Then Jesus said to the disciples, "If any of you wants to be my follower, you must put aside your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross, and follow me. If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for me, you will find true life. And how do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul in the process? Is anything worth more than your soul? For I, the Son of Man, will come in the glory of my Father with his angels and will judge all people according to their deeds. And I assure you that some of you standing here right now will not die before you see me, the Son of Man, coming in my Kingdom." Matt 16:24-27 (NLT)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In Matthew Jesus tells his followers to pick up their cross and follow Him. To carry your cross means to submit to what He wants to do in your life and follow His plan not your plan. Jesus says if you do this you will “find true life.” Are you looking to feel satisfied and fulfilled inside? Have you followed your own plans and found out they really didn’t take you where you wanted to go? And when you got to where you were going, how long did that joy and satisfaction last? If you would like to start following God’s ordained plan for your life, instead of your own, pray the following prayer out loud and with sincerity of heart:
Father God,
I have been following my own man made plans for my life and not your plan for my life. For this I am sorry and I ask for your forgiveness. I ask you to forgive all of my sins and I forgive others who have trespassed against me. As an act of obedience to you, and out of my own free will, I now submit my will to your will and I ask that Jesus truly becomes Lord of my life. I ask that your Holy Spirit would bring order to my life and I also ask that you reveal to me your plan and purpose for my life and the steps I need to take to execute it. Thank you for answering this prayer, In Jesus’ name. AMEN
How do you believe people get to heaven?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
When you die are you going to heaven or hell? _________
If you believe you are going to heaven, why? Or if you believe you are going to hell, why?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Catholicism teaches there is no salvation outside of the Catholic Church and you must be baptized in the Church to be considered on your way to heaven. The Catholic Church also believes there are some sins, called Mortal Sins that cannot be forgiven. Catholics believe you will go to hell for mortal sins unless you receive absolution from a priest. There are also a few more requirements that must be met to be considered a Catholic who is in good standing with the church and heaven bound. These are called the precepts of the Church and are as follows:
Attend Mass every Saturday night (as of 1983) or Sunday morning and every Holy day of obligation or it is considered a sin.
Go to confession at least once a year, but more if you need it.
Receive Holy Communion at least during Easter, but preferably weekly
Observe the fasting laws during Lent
Obeying the marriage laws of the Catholic Church
Supporting the Church financially
The law of no salvation outside the Catholic Church was defined in 1215 at Lateran Council IV that stated, "One indeed is the universal Church of the faithful, outside of which no one at all is saved." This dogma was reinforced at Vatican Council II :
"Basing itself on Scripture and Tradition, the Council teaches that the Church, a pilgrim now on earth, is necessary for salvation."
During a ceremony on December 31, 1999, Pope John Paul II declared “Salvation now only comes through the Roman Catholic Church.”
Pope Benedict XVI approved a document in July 2007 stating that the Catholic Church was the “one true church” and that Orthodox churches were defective and other Christian denominations were not true churches.
Read the scriptures below written by Apostle Paul and write down what you believe they mean:
Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
* * *
Once I (Christine) made a decision to convert to Catholicism, I attended Church every Sunday. I went to reconciliation according to what was expected (once a year or more if a mortal sin was committed) and I was active in the church community. According to the “church” rules, I was headed to heaven. I believed if you were a good person, you would go to heaven. I couldn’t imagine a loving God allowing anyone who was trying to be, “good,” go to hell. I knew very little about hell, Satan, demons or anything evil because it wasn’t preached from the pulpit where I attended church. Let me assure you my friends there is a hell and Satan is alive and well. Read Paul’s letters. He warns us constantly about Satan and his schemes, but the good news is as often as we are warned we are also instructed on what to do about it. We need to receive these instructions ourselves from reading the Word of God. When I prayed, I asked God to show me the truth, and certain scriptures would seemingly jump off the page and answer my questions. I was confused about the difference between church doctrine and what the bible actually teaches. I often heard, from someone in authority, that the bible was a book written by men and because it was translated so many times it wasn’t to be taken literally. Once I did start taking God’s word literally, many of life’s questions made sense. As I studied the word daily, revelation of the Holy Scripture would alleviate my uncertainties.
2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
I didn’t need any more proof, I knew in my heart what I was reading was true. Another scripture that jumped out at me was:
James 5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
The eye opener about the scripture in James was the fact I could pray with a fellow believer confessing my faults and asking God to heal me. I did not need a clergy member to intercede for me. That means when you go into a confessional and say “Bless me father for I have sinned” you are not going to God the Father directly but you are asking the priest to intercede. The bible says:
1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
You can go to a church elder, Pastor or leader and ask them to pray with you, but you are not limited to that. Do not wait! If sin in your life is holding you captive do not wait! Confess it out loud, tell God you’re sorry, and MEAN it! Thank Him for all He’s done in the name of Jesus. When you do, that sin is washed away.
The point is, READ THE BIBLE FOR YOURSELF! Let God instruct you on what is right and wrong, and how to live, let Him teach you about forgiveness, mercy and love Do not go through your whole life believing what someone else told you.
* * *
I (Bethany) was praying about James 5:16 and asking the Lord to reveal to me what the meaning of the scripture was and how it should be applied. The Lord showed me that when you confess your faults to someone, that they can pray for you and you can be healed, but that doesn’t mean forgiven, it means healed of a fault. You must go to God directly to be forgiven of sin.
So how did I come to know the Lord? Here is a short version of my testimony. (A more detailed account can be found in my first book called Where’s my mate?)
When I was in seventh grade, I was planning to commit suicide one night and had purposed in my heart to do it the next morning. Before I went to bed, I got down on one knee and prayed: “If there is a God, this is the time to show Yourself to me.” The very next morning, my mom walked into my room and said she was sending me to my biological dad’s house located in a suburb of Chicago. (My parents divorced when I was two and my mom remarried when I was three.) I knew this was an answer to my prayer. When I went to school in Chicago, I met a nice girl named Kelly from Japan who was a Buddhist. Kelly was one of the only girls who was kind to me at my new school, while the rest of the kids made fun of my Texas drawl. I practiced Buddhism with her in search of this God who had answered my prayer. I even went with her to a Buddhist temple to be dedicated to Buddha. I prayed religiously, went to functions and did everything that I was told to do with Kelly’s parents helping me every step of the way. I went to this extreme partly because I was always a curious child, but mostly because I very much needed stability, and I desperately wanted to be loved. The devastation of my childhood was almost too much to bear at times and I was looking for any glimmer of hope for a better life. Much to my disappointment, I still had no inner peace or healing so I eventually gave up Buddhism. Also during these years, my step-mom was a Mason so I was able to join and become a Rainbow girl. I performed all of the ceremonies at the Masonic Temple that I was supposed to, but I never found any spiritual satisfaction in that crowd either so I quit a few years later. From there I moved on to Astrology, Tarot Cards, and the like. Some of the “prophecies” I received came to pass, but the outcome was always more pain and disappointment. I never received the inner healing I so desperately needed.
When I was around twenty years old, my friend and I were driving around New Orleans (right after we had just signed a year-long lease on an apartment) and a drunk driver hit us hard on the passenger side of our dark blue Volkswagen Cabriolet. We were not wearing seatbelts and I was sitting in the passenger’s seat. I felt myself lift completely off the seat upon impact and my head was about to go through the windshield when I felt two huge hands on my shoulders push me back in my seat and hold me in place till the car stopped moving. At the same time, my friend felt a huge hand on her chest hold her down and absorb the impact. As they towed away a completely totaled car, the officer remarked that he could not believe we were not hurt. I knew after the accident there was definitely a spirit world.
When my friend and I shared what happened to each other, she was convinced that the only reason we were OK was because her Christian parents were praying for us. Weeks later, crying and depressed because my boyfriend would not commit and I wanted to marry him, I told her I felt I couldn’t go on. She looked at me and said, “You’ve tried everything else, why don’t you try God?” Mind you, she was a backslidden Christian, but she still believed the Bible was true and that God, Satan, angels, and demons did exist. When she said that, I thought, “Well, why not?” I ran to my room and pulled out a small Gideon Bible I had been given by a couple when I waited tables and was too superstitious to throw it away. Inside the back cover was the salvation prayer; I prayed it and as soon as I did I felt every last bit of the depression leave and something refreshing come inside of me. I knew the Bible was true and Jesus was alive. I did not read the word of God or obey it for about two years after that and it cost me a lot unnecessary problems including a divorce. After I put my first husband in jail, the same roommate who was in the car with me during the accident took me to a revival that was going on at the time in Pensacola, Florida. During that revival in November 1997 I truly repented of all of my sins and decided to live for God and God alone. It was there I first sensed the call of God on my life to be in ministry for Him. Since then my home churches have been nondenominational though I have visited and truly enjoyed sermons and ministry from other Christian churches who do claim a denomination. I am also remarried now to a wonderful Christian man named Luke.
* * *
How do you know for sure when you die you are going to go to heaven?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Jesus tells us the condition we need to meet to go to heaven in John chapter 3.
After dark one evening, a Jewish religious leader named Nicodemus, a Pharisee, came to speak with Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "we all know that God has sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are proof enough that God is with you." Jesus replied, "I assure you, unless you are born again, you can never see the Kingdom of God." "What do you mean?" exclaimed Nicodemus. "How can an old man go back into his mother's womb and be born again?" Jesus replied, "The truth is, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit. Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives new life from heaven. So don't be surprised at my statement that you must be born again. Just as you can hear the wind but can't tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can't explain how people are born of the Spirit.” What do you mean?" Nicodemus asked. Jesus replied, "You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet you don't understand these things? I assure you, I am telling you what we know and have seen, and yet you won't believe us. But if you don't even believe me when I tell you about things that happen here on earth, how can you possibly believe if I tell you what is going on in heaven? John 3:1-12(NLT)
Jesus Christ told Nicodemus that no one can enter the Kingdom of God with out being born again. So how do you get born again? First, you have to understand that to enter into a relationship with God, you have to go through Jesus. Since Jesus (not a Pastor or Priest) is the one who died for your sins, it is Him who you need to ask for forgiveness. Let’s move on…
But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. Matthew 6:6(NIV)
In the above scripture Jesus tells you to pray to your Father in Heaven in secret. The verse below says that you confess your sins to Him and he will forgive you:
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 1 John 1:9-10
Again we see in the famous “Our Father” prayer, that Jesus gave us as a model for prayer and told us to confess our sins to God and forgive everyone who has sinned against us:
And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. Give us day by day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. Luke 11:2-4
What happens if you don’t forgive those who have sinned against you? Read the next scriptures:
And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses. Mark 11:22-26
Jesus said God will not forgive you of your sins if you don’t forgive others! I want you to also notice God does not divide sins up into different degrees. In the bible, it does not say anywhere that one sin is worse than another. It is very important when you pray you confess your sins to God and also forgive those who have hurt you. That is step one to becoming the temple of the Holy Spirit. Because the Holy Spirit is just that, holy, he cannot dwell in a body that has not been cleansed from sin by the blood of Jesus. The second step to receiving the Spirit of God is by believing in your heart and confessing with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and that He died on a cross for your sins and now sits at God’s right hand. Read the next set of scriptures out loud at least three times and really let their meaning sink in.
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. Romans 10:9-10
Isn’t that great? Now I am going to put the lesson we learned in a prayer on how to receive salvation so you can be born again and have the Holy Spirit living inside of you so that you. Ready? Remember to pray out loud and believe in your heart!
Father God, I know that I have sinned and I am sorry. I ask that you forgive me of all of my sins including _______. I also forgive all of those who have hurt me including _______.
Please wash my sin record clean with the blood of your son Jesus Christ. I believe in my heart and confess with my mouth that your son Jesus Christ died for my sins on a Roman cross and now sits at your right hand. This Jesus is my Lord and Savior. Please fill me now with your Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ name AMEN!
If you truly prayed that prayer from your heart then you have received the Holy Spirit and are now born again. You are now the temple of the Holy Spirit!
Catholics have believed for hundreds of years and still do according to their own doctrine that infants must be baptized or their souls will perish if they die. This doctrine was brought into Catholic law in the 1500’s with the writing of the Council of Trent.
Council of Trent canons regarding baptism:
SEVENTH SESSION, CANONS ON BAPTISM: "If anyone says that in the Roman Church, which is the mother and mistress of all churches, there is not the true doctrine concerning the sacrament of baptism, LET HIM BE ANATHEMA" (Canons on Baptism, Canon 3).
SEVENTH SESSION, CANONS ON BAPTISM: "If anyone says that baptism is optional, that is, not necessary for salvation, LET HIM BE ANATHEMA" (Canons on Baptism, Canon 5).
SEVENTH SESSION, CANONS ON BAPTISM: "If anyone says that children, because they have not the act of believing, are not after having received baptism to be numbered among the faithful, and that for this reason are to be rebaptized when they have reached the years of discretion; or that it is better that the baptism of such be omitted than that, while not believing by their own act, they should be baptized in the faith of the Church alone, LET HIM BE ANATHEMA" (Canons on Baptism, Canon 13).
Have you ever been water baptized? ______________
How old were you and why did you get water baptized?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If you were baptized, did you have a personal and active relationship with God through his son Jesus Christ when you were? _____________
Baby baptism started in the Catholic Church around 300AD after Christianity was legalized in the Roman Empire. For the first 200 years after the bible was written there were no infant baptisms. Previously the Roman Pagans were sprinkling their babies with water in a dedication service to their pagan Gods which sometimes including marking the infants with a “T” using oil. The “T” stood for Tammuz the Babylonian God that was very popular to worship in those days. The pagans would also officially name the child at this time and they called it an “infant christening.” It then was practiced in the Catholic Church because Rome’s emperor made it a law in 416AD that everyone had to conform to Catholicism. Because of this law, many of the pagan rituals were officially brought into the Catholic Church to appease the masses. Hundreds of the early Christians fought having their infants baptized because there was no record of any infants or children being baptized in the bible and they did not want a pagan ritual performed on them or their children. Many in this group were persecuted and murdered for their beliefs and sometimes their heads were placed on stakes on roads outside of Rome to remind everyone that they must baptize their infants or else. They were called the AnaBaptists and today they are simply called Baptists.
An excellent example of water baptism is Jesus’ water baptism:
And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him: And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Mark 1:9-11
The word “baptism” comes from the Greek word “baptisma {bap'-tis-mah ” which means immersion or submersion. The word was used in the context of what happens when you turn a cucumber into a pickle. You have to immerse a cucumber into vinegar to turn it into a pickle. That is why in the gospel of Mark it says Jesus was “coming up out of the water.”
Let’s move on to Acts:
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the LORD our God shall call. And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. Acts 2:36-41
In the above scriptures in Acts, who was baptized? ______________________________________________________________________________
Notice those who received Peter’s word about salvation through Jesus Christ were baptized. It is a personal choice; it cannot be made for you by anyone else. When Peter preached, he told people who wanted a relationship with God that they first must repent (then turn away from their sins) and turn to God. The second step was to be baptized.
Here is another example in the bible of a water baptism:
And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. Acts 8:34-39
Again you can see the eunuch repented of his sins first and then was fully immersed in water. The scriptures says the eunuch came “up out of the water.” From the scriptures we have covered so far concerning baptism, I want you to notice that the people submitting to water baptism were not coerced or forced into it; they were adults who wanted a baptism from their hearts. Please also note that even though there were church buildings around, these people were baptized in bodies of water that were nearby at the time of their conversion.
Let’s now take a look at what Jesus said about when you should be water baptized:
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. Mark 16:16
Jesus said that whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but if you don’t you will be condemned. The scripture reveals that you have to believe before you are baptized.
John the Baptist actually refused to water baptize church leaders unless they could prove by their actions that they had repented of sins and were living for God.
Matthew 3:7-8 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:
If you were water baptized did you repent and turn from your sins first?
_____________________________________________________________
* * *
When my (Christine) step-granddaughter was born, her mother was not affiliated with any church. The traditional infant baptism ceremony was not planned. My husband and I worried and we would plot how to get her into a Catholic Church and baptize her ourselves. We thought that if the baby wasn’t baptized her salvation was in question. Catholics believe when you get baptized as an infant you are automatically granted entrance into heaven. According to the scriptures in this lesson it is a decision you make once you hear the gospel and believe. A baby can not choose to believe that which he can not understand. After reading the scriptures and hearing a teaching on Baptism I realized how dangerous and deceptive that doctrine is. It gives a false sense of eternal security. Babies would go to heaven even if they died as an infant and so would all little children. It is the responsibility of the parents to teach their children about Jesus and how to pray so that they will recognize a desire to turn their life over to Jesus when the invitation arrives. It is a personal choice God grants to everyone. You are given a free will and the decision cannot be made for you. Babies can be dedicated to the Lord as infants, but when they reach the age of accountability, the choice of salvation is theirs. During my conversion process into the Catholic Church I had to provide proof of Baptism before being confirmed. It took some time and a few phones calls and I finally had the documentation of my infant baptism in the Lutheran Church sent to me. In my mind I was baptized because I had the proof. Several years later during the time Bethany and I were working together and after I became born-again, the subject of baptism came up. Bethany was always offering to baptize me or to have her Pastor baptize me since I had only been baptized as an infant. However I was convinced I was already baptized and nothing was going to change my mind. I allowed my pride to prevent me because I thought I didn’t need it and I wouldn’t listen to what Bethany was trying to show me in the bible. I eventually capitulated and we went to her apartment complex. Bethany baptized me in the pool with another co-worker who she led to Christ. But, because I believed you were supposed to be baptized in the correct church setting by someone with a man made ordination, it wasn’t from my heart. It was a valid baptism, but because of my own strongholds at the time I did not receive the full benefits of the baptism. After several years of continuing in God’s word and desiring truth, I heard a teaching by my new Pastor on baptism. It was my desire to be obedient to the word of God so I was baptized again at my home church.
The purpose of water baptism
What do you believe the purpose of water baptism is?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In the scriptures below, how does the Apostle Paul say that you are declared righteous?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Abraham was, humanly speaking, the founder of our Jewish nation. What were his experiences concerning this question of
being saved by faith? Was it because of his good deeds that God accepted him? If so, he would have had something to boast about. But from God's point of view Abraham had no basis at all for pride. For the Scriptures tell us, "Abraham believed God, so God declared him to be righteous." When people work, their wages are not a gift. Workers earn what they receive. But people are declared righteous because of their faith, not because of their work. King David spoke of this, describing the happiness of an undeserving sinner who is declared to be righteous: "Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven, whose sins are put out of sight. Yes, what joy for those whose sin is no longer counted against them by the Lord."
Romans 4:1-8 (NLT)
Read the scriptures below so you know what Paul said about baptism:
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. Romans 6:1-6
The word baptism in the above scripture is the Greek word “baptisma” which means fully immersed, to be made clean with water. When you get water baptized there is a supernatural cutting away of the old man who did not have a relationship with Christ. It is also a sign of obedience to God and represents the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. When you are baptized, it signifies the death and burial of the old sinful creature that you were and the resurrection of the new creature you now are:
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
Galatians 6:15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.
John 1:1-3 When therefore the LORD knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John,(Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee.
The bible does not say you should be baptized in a church nor does it say someone has to have a man made ordination to perform it. The bible does say you have to be baptized in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38) and in the early church; anyone who was a believer could baptize a repentant person who had received Christ. It was actually very informal with no set rules.
Please read the following set of scriptures out loud:
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. Matthew 28:18-20
In the above verses, Jesus had risen from the dead and was letting all of his followers know what they were to do till he came back. Jesus is talking to all of his followers which were not just the original 12 apostles. If you are a follower of Jesus, then you are considered his disciple and the above scripture applies to you. This means you are to teach and baptize all nations! This means everyone who is a believer and follower of Jesus Christ is a minister! Please pray the following prayer out loud which asks the Lord to reveal to you his personal plan for you to help teach the nations about Jesus!
Lord, I want to do everything that you have called me to do, please reveal to me your plan for what I am supposed to do and how I am supposed to do it! In Jesus’ name AMEN.
When you pray, who do you pray to and why?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
* * *
When I (Christine) went through R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) one of the sessions was a teaching on the “Our Father” prayer. It was awesome and broke the prayer down line by line and I will never forget the impact that all of those words had on me. Every time I said it in church after that teaching, I literally spoke out to God the prayer meaning every word in my heart. One thing I used to notice is that most of the congregation around me whipped through the prayer as fast as they could, like a race to get to the end. It was the same way when I heard people pray the rosary. It didn’t seem to be very meaningful, that is why when I heard the scripture about repetitious prayers I understood it’s meaning:
But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Matthew 6:7
Prayers become meaningless when not spoken from our heart. A prayer is not a prayer unless it comes from the desires of our heart. I love Beth Moore’s definition of prayer from her book, Breaking Free: “Original thoughts flowing from a highly individual heart, personal and intimate.”
* * *
Our Father
And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. Give us day by day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. Luke 11:2-4
Who does Jesus tell you to pray to in the “Our Father” prayer (above)? ______________________________________________________________________________
Now who does Jesus tell you to pray to when you ask for what you need in the following two sets of scriptures?
______________________________________________________________________________
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him? Matthew 7:7-11
And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. John 16:23,24
Jesus tells us anything we ask Father God for in His name (Jesus) he will give us. I know what you are thinking; it just can’t be that easy. I bet you want to know what the catch is. There are actually a few catches….
Catch #1 You must pray believing God will do what you ask Him to.
And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses .But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses. Mark 11:22-26
In the gospel of Mark, Jesus says if you believe and do not doubt in your heart, you can have whatever you ask for. Good news is, you have to believe in your heart, not your head! I know from experience your head doesn’t always line up with your heart! Also don’t forget the last part of the prayer- you must forgive those who have hurt you.
Catch #2 You must pray with the motive of love or your faith won’t work!
Galatians 5:6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.
James 4:3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.
Catch #3 You must have Jesus’ words residing in your heart!
John 15:7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.
So how do you get Jesus’ words abiding in you? The bible tells us “faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God (Romans 10:17)” What that means to you is, you need to hear the word of God spoken out loud for faith to come! Now you know why I have had you read some of the scriptures out loud. Since no where in the bible did Jesus, any of the apostles or any of the early Christians pray to anyone other than God, then why do some Catholics pray to the Virgin Mary and some of the apostles?
Prayer to the Virgin Mary and the saints came into existence roughly four hundred years after Jesus’ resurrection. Rome received a new Emperor named Constantine who issued the Edict of Milan in 313 AD, legalizing Christianity in the Roman Empire. Rome’s prior religion was polytheistic, which meant the Romans prayed to many different Gods. Over one hundred years after the Edict of Milan, a law passed in 416AD where you had to become a Catholic. If you didn’t you were jailed, murdered, or forbidden certain luxuries like having a job or purchasing land. The Catholic Church gained tremendous power given to them by the government and they wanted the cooperation of the pagans. Because of this, they permitted everyone to pray to multiple “gods” as long as they were biblical characters. The increased attendance at church also increased revenue and control. The bible is very clear:
For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 1 Timothy 2:5
Prayer to anyone other than God the Father in Jesus’ name is forbidden by God according to His word.
* * *
My (Christine) prayer life was always active. As a child I prayed every single night the “Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep” prayer. I always believed you could pray directly to God and I rarely prayed to the Virgin Mary. I never felt right about it. During a bad time in my life, I drank alcohol excessively, so much so I would have blackout episodes that would scare me. After one Friday night of heavy drinking I woke up sick and the details of the night before were fuzzy. My morning routine was to take my dogs to a fenced in church school ground across from my house and let them off the leash. While the dogs were running around, I literally collapsed on the park bench and started praying. I told God I was sorry for my behavior and I knew I needed to quit drinking, but I needed His help.
I didn’t immediately quit drinking after that morning and eventually had a major anxiety attack. That was the breaking point for me and with God’s strength I never drank again. My friends tried to give me credit for being strong enough to stay sober without help from organized groups. I knew immediately it was not my own power that enabled me to quit drinking, I knew it was God.
God is love and all things were made by Him and through Him John 1:3.
* * *
When I (Bethany) became a Christian it was very hard for me to comprehend the meaning of agape love. Agape is a Greek word that means “unconditional” and it is used in the bible to describe God’s love towards us. One of the ways I personally am able to receive God’s love is by praying and watching Him answer those prayers. When I saw how God supplied the things my heart desired, I was able to receive His love with no strings attached. You cannot earn His love, it is already yours. So then why does God send people to hell? God doesn’t send anyone to hell, you go there yourself because of your disobedience and lack of repentance and acceptance of Jesus Christ. When you sin, you give Satan control and authority over your life. That is exactly what happened when Adam and Eve listened to Satan in the Garden of Eden. When they sinned, Satan then had control over the entire earth. The only way you can get out from under Satan’s control is by repentance of sin and receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord. God does not want bad things to happen to you because if He did, he would not have defeated Satan by sending Jesus. Even though Satan is defeated, he can only stay defeated in your life by using your free will God has given you and using it to serve God the way he tells you to in His word. If you try to add or take away from God’s word, His instruction manual for living, you are in danger of coming under Satan’s influence. Satan will deceive you and try to make you believe the things you are doing are God’s will when they are not. Remember, you have authority over Satan when you repent of your sins, accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and cast Satan out in Jesus’ name. God will not do this for you! Because of the free will He has blessed us all with, you must do it yourself otherwise God would be going back on His word and we would be puppets! Use the freedom God has given you to serve Him with all of your heart, mind, body and soul! He loves you and wants only the best for you; He is your loving father! To pray the way God wants you to pray, I wrote a sample prayer for you to use as a guide. It can be used at anytime.
Father God, Thank you for your son Jesus Christ. Thank you for all of the wonderful things you have done for me. I forgive everyone who has hurt me including ________. Your word says that whatever I ask you for in Jesus’ name that you will do it. I ask that right now you fill me with a spirit of God like faith and bring to my remembrance right now what you want me to ask for. Father God, I ask you for ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In Jesus’ name and I thank you for answering this prayer. AMEN
But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. Matthew 15:9
Speaking in tongues: Is it real?
Do you speak in tongues inspired by the Holy Spirit? Why or why not?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Now that you know water baptism is for your outer man, now we can study the baptism of the Holy Spirit which is for your inner man. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the nickname Christians give for receiving your personal prayer language directly from God. It is called “speaking in tongues.” When you receive Christ, and become born-again, your spirit man is regenerated and you receive the Holy Spirit inside you. When you become baptized in the Holy Spirit, it is like a water baptism, where the Holy Spirit comes upon you and you are fully submerged in His power. This includes the power to be bold for Christ so you can preach the gospel without fear and with the anointing.
In the Catholic Church that I (Christine) attended, a group met in our chapel weekly called a “charismatic” prayer group. I had no idea what that meant. When I asked, I was told they spoke in tongues, but I still didn’t understand exactly what that was. I was actually afraid of it, it sounded weird. One day I was in the chapel praying, and the leader of the group came in to set up for their weekly prayer session. She asked me if I wanted to stay. I said “no thank you” and ran out of there! A few years later, this topic of speaking in tongues came up again. When Bethany and I were working together, she asked me if I wanted to speak in tongues. I told her no, several times. She did not take no for an answer and one day I was finally open to it. Bethany’s encouragement worked. I have to admit the actual speaking out in tongues for me was not easy. I am a controlled person and it was difficult to let loose. I was very self conscience and I kept waiting for God to take over my mouth and tongue and speak for me. I was afraid of deception and I wanted to be sure this was of God and not me. Also, I kept re-reading scriptures on tongues in the bible and I wasn’t totally convinced that everyone would receive this gift. Bethany and I would pray together after work and she spoke in tongues. I tried, but was really self conscience. One night, after work, Bethany and I, plus two other co-workers who also prayed in tongues, gathered for a prayer session. I saw God move so powerfully that evening I realized this prayer language I wanted was not phony or fake, but a real way to communicate with God.
* * *
After I (Bethany) received Christ as my savior, I attended a Church where almost everyone spoke in tongues. Since I had previously never heard about tongues, I just believed the preacher when they preached it was for every Christian.
I was pretty determined to make sure when I “got it” it was real, so a few different times I had believers lay hands on me and pray. But, when it really manifested for me is when I went off by myself, got on my knees by a pew and really prayed and sought the Lord about it. He answered my prayer and I started speaking in tongues, a few syllables at first, and over the next few weeks, it was easier and many more syllables were added. I have now shown many people where it says in the bible that all believers should speak in tongues inspired by the Holy Spirit. I have prayed with several of them and watched God touch them as they began to pray in their heavenly language. One of the many testimonies that happened in my life as a result of “speaking in tongues” is when I needed a job, my husband Luke started praying in tongues for a while by himself, until the Lord revealed to him where He wanted me to work. I had never heard of the company before and either had Luke, but he looked on the internet and got the phone number and location of the company. To make a long story short, I was hired immediately, offered more money and I ended up leading three of my new co-workers to Christ. I absolutely believe and have scripture to back up my case, that speaking in tongues is for every believer. Any gift God gives you will glorify Him and only Him. So what do you have to lose if you try it? Nothing, you only stand to gain a closer, more intimate walk with our Lord. Everything He gives you is to benefit yourself and others. The reason He wants you to put Him first place in your life is because when you do, you will stay free of worry and anxiety and you won’t try so hard to keep up with the Jones’ and care about what others think. There is a lot of freedom for you when Jesus Christ truly becomes Lord of your life. In the following scripture, Jesus tells everyone what signs should be following them as a result of being a believer. One of the signs that should be following you as a believer is “speaking with new tongues”:
And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. Mark 16:15-19
According to Jesus (in the scripture above), what are all of the signs that should be following believers?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
O.k. so now you know, you should be speaking in tongues, I bet your next question is how come? What is the importance of it? Well, let’s look at what the bible says about it:
And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Acts 2:1-4
But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: Acts 2:16-18
Luke 24:49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.
Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
As you can see from the above scriptures, it is so you can have power! Holy Ghost power. The Lord doesn’t want you to walk around defeated, he wants you to have victory everywhere you go! When you pray in tongues you pray the Lord’s perfect will for whatever situation you find yourself in. In your native tongue you can only pray for what you see, when you pray in your heavenly language, you pray what God sees. I believe the reason God doesn’t always allow us to understand what we are praying, is because if He did, we might not pray it!
In the scripture below, how does it say you get the Holy Spirit?
If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? Luke 11:11-13
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Also, when you are baptized in the Holy Spirit, which is what happens to you when you receive your personal prayer language of tongues, you receive boldness to witness for Christ. After Peter received the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Acts, he then stood up and preached a message after which 3000 got saved. That is a completely different Peter than the one who denied Jesus three times! Some people think only certain people receive tongues because of the way 1 Corinthians 12:10 translates speaking in tongues in the King James Version on the bible. If you read that chapter closely, you will see Paul is not talking about your personal prayer language of tongues, but about “divers kinds of tongues” which is followed by an interpretation that is to edify the body of Christ. It is a prophetic tongue. The other type is a personal prayer language between you and the Lord.
Would you like to pray in tongues inspired by the Holy Spirit?______________
If not? Why? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If you would like to receive your personal prayer language from God, pray the following prayer out loud and believe it in your heart. You will receive the gift as soon as you pray. Know that God will not just take over your body, you have to move your own tongue and mouth, but He inspires the utterances!
Father God,
Thank you that I have been forgiven of all of my sins and that Jesus Christ is my personal Lord and Savior. I would like to be baptized in the Holy Spirit and pray in tongues inspired by Him. Please baptize me in your Holy Spirit right now, I receive and believe that I can now pray in tongues inspired by your Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ name AMEN
O.k., now start praying! Remember, the bible says that faith without works is dead!
But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? James 2:20
What do you believe qualifies someone to be a saint?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read the next four sets of scriptures below and in your own words, write down who the bible says a saint is and what the qualifications to be a saint are:
Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both their's and our's: 1 Corinthians 1:2
And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 1:6-7 (NIV)
Remember me to every saint (every born-again believer) in Christ Jesus. The brethren (my associates) who are with me greet you. Philippians 4:21(AMP)
Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. Revelation 14:12
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
As you can see, a saint is anyone who is a believer in Jesus Christ. If you belong to Jesus, then you are a saint.
The practice of Lent
Do you practice Lent? ________
In your own words write down why you do or do not practice Lent.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lent occurs in the spring on Ash Wednesday forty days before we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. During Lent, all Catholics 14 and older must not eat meat on Ash Wednesday and all Fridays. Catholics between the ages 18 and 59 can only eat one full meal on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday with no snacks. Two smaller meals can be eaten in addition to the full meal as long as they don’t equal one full meal if combined. There was a time Catholics were forbidden to eat meat on any Friday during the year and during Lent they were not allowed to eat any animal products at all. Some Catholic’s still observe what is called a Great Fast where they do not eat any animal products during Lent and they fast from all food on Fridays.
Lent is supposed to represent Jesus’ 40 day fast in the wilderness even though Jesus went the full forty days with no food. The practice of Lent in the Catholic Church is taught as a time for penance and purification. Lent originated from the Roman pagans who worshipped the popular Babylonian god Tammuz. The pagans would celebrate her death and resurrection with forty days of fasting. Since worship of Tammuz was so prevalent in Rome, the Catholic Church adopted it as a way to integrate the pagans so that they would not be breaking the law. During that time period it was against the law not to obey Catholic laws and traditions and if you did not you were considered an enemy of the State and could be executed. Many were. The bible mentions Tammuz in Ezekiel and relates the women weeping for the god Tammuz as a great sin:
Then the LORD said to me, "Son of man, have you seen what the leaders of Israel are doing with their idols in dark rooms? They are saying, `The LORD doesn't see us; he has deserted our land!' " Then he added, "Come, and I will show you greater sins than these!" He brought me to the north gate of the LORD's Temple, and some women were sitting there, weeping for the god Tammuz. "Have you seen this?" he asked. "But I will show you even greater sins than these!" Ezekiel 8:12-15(NLT)
Easter
Easter came to us from Ostera or Eostre, the Anglo-Saxon goddess of spring. In Babylonia the goddess of spring was called Ishtar. Which some dialects pronounced “Easter” Easter was the time when Tammuz was raised from the dead. Neither Jesus nor any of his disciples practiced Lent and it was not practiced by Christians till after it became Roman law to convert to Catholicism.
Read the following scriptures out loud:
Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 1 Timothy 4:1-5
For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence. Romans 14:20
The Mother of Jesus
Who is the Virgin Mary? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Catholic doctrine on the Virgin Mary is called Mariology. In 431 AD, the Ecumenical Council of Ephesus ruled that Mary should be called the Mother of God and not just the Mother of Christ. The Immaculate Conception means that Mary was free from original sin from the time of her birth. The Incarnation refers to Jesus’ conception in Mary’s womb.
The Immaculate Conception was made dogma by Pope Pius IX in 1854. In 1950, Pope Pius XII defined the dogma of the Assumption of Mary. The Catholic Church believes that when Mary died, her body did not decay on earth but that Jesus assumed her into heaven, spirit, soul and body. This is the Assumption of Mary. The Perpetual Virginity of Mary means that Mary and Joseph did not have any children of their own and Mary remained a virgin her entire life.
The only legitimate history anyone has on the Virgin Mary comes straight from the bible. So in this exercise I am going to list a scripture and then you are going to write in your own words what the scripture means:
2 Peter 1:20-21 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
The above scripture means: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The definition of prophecy simply is: “The Word of God.” Let’s continue:
Matthew 1:24-25 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.
Matthew 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.
The above scriptures means:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The word “knew” in Matthew 1:25 comes from the Greek word “ginosko” which comes from a Jewish idiom that stands for “sexual intercourse between a man and a woman.” The same word “knew” was also used in Genesis:
And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. Genesis 4:1
We can accurately come to the conclusion that if Mary “knew” Joseph then she was not a virgin after the birth of Jesus. Let’s move on to the next set of scriptures.
But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother. Galatians 1:19
Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him. Mark 6:3
Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things? Matthew 13:55-56
According to the above scriptures, who were Jesus’ natural born brothers?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Don't we have the right to food and drink? Don't we have the right to take a believing wife along with us, as do the other apostles and the Lord's brothers and Cephas? Or is it only I and Barnabas who must work for a living? 1 Corinthians 9:4-6 (NIV)
In 1 Corinthians above, Paul distinguishes between the apostles and Jesus’ brothers. Why would Paul do that if he wasn’t talking about Jesus’ natural born brothers? Now read the next scriptures and answer the questions below:
We are made right in God's sight when we trust in Jesus Christ to take away our sins. And we all can be saved in this same way, no matter who we are or what we have done. For all have sinned; all fall short of God's glorious standard. Yet now God in his gracious kindness declares us not guilty. He has done this through Christ Jesus, who has freed us by taking away our sins. Romans3:22-24(NLT)
How are we made right in God’s sight?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Who has sinned? ______________
How can we all be saved?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
* * *
After I (Christine) converted to Catholicism I started sponsoring people to convert also, through a program called R.C.I.A. I was head of the welcoming committee and later my husband and I were commissioned by the Pastor to be Eucharist Ministers which we did for several years. My favorite tradition in the church was communion. I loved the way the entire service built up to the moment of receiving it and how we would all get up and make our way down the isles to receive the body and blood of Christ. I liked being able to stand up in front of the others when it came time to receive so everyone would know that I was one of the faithful ones. Before my conversion was complete I was embarrassed by the way everybody walked over me to get in the communion line. Everyone could see I was not a part of the community, and my desire was to be accepted by the people and by God.
I (Bethany) met and married a man named Ben who was a Catholic and attended an all boy’s Catholic school growing up. He had been completely confirmed in the Catholic Church and we attended Church together on Easter and Christmas and didn’t eat red meat on Fridays during Lent. We did however live together before marriage, get drunk on a regular basis, curse and do drugs. In fact, one Christmas we went to Mass with his dad and step mom. When they offered Communion, I walked up to take it because in my mind, I was a Christian and Jesus never said that you had to be confirmed in the Catholic Church to partake. When we got in the car, his dad turned around and let me know in no uncertain terms that I was not welcome to partake in communion if I wasn’t a Catholic. He also complained about the fact that some of the altar boys were actually girls. He thought they should all be male. I was quite shocked because this man was an alcoholic who had no problem committing adultery, blaspheming, smoking and running a shady business. Shouldn’t Christians be acting like Christians? Plus, this is what the bible had to say about who should and shouldn’t partake in communion:
For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread:
24And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.
25After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, this cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.
26For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.
27Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.
28But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.
29For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.
30For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.
31For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.
32But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world. 1 Corinthians 11:23-32
God’s word is very clear on the subject, if you partake of communion with sin in your life, God’s judgment will come upon you (vs.29). According to verse 30 this can manifest in illness and possibly death.
Sacrament of Confirmation
After children who have been baptized in the Catholic Church attend eight years of CCD (Confraternity of Christian Doctrine) classes, they are eligible for Confirmation. Adults converting to Catholicism must attend RCIA classes before they are confirmed. During the Confirmation ceremony, the bishop wears red vestments to symbolize the red tongues of fire seen over the heads of the 120 believers during Pentecost. When a person is confirmed, the Bishop puts Chrism oil on the person’s forehead, says their confirmation name and “Be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Catholics believe the Holy Spirit first comes upon the person when they are confirmed and that is when they receive their gifts.
Were you confirmed in the Catholic Church? Why or why not?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them .And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Acts 2:1-4
In the book of Acts (above) who gave the believers the Holy Ghost? ______________________________________________________________________________
Now read the next set of scriptures:
Acts 1:13-15 And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names together were about an hundred and twenty,)
In the above scriptures, was Mary the mother of Jesus one of the 120 who received the Holy Ghost and prayed in tongues? _________________________
Read the next set of scriptures then write down what you believe they mean:
Luke 11:10-13 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
According to the above scriptures, who do you ask to give you the Holy Spirit? _______________________________________________________________________
According to the word of God you can have the Holy Spirit when you ask Father God for Him. There is neither age requirement nor classes you have to attend to receive the Holy Spirit in the bible. All you do is ask. If you would like to receive the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the Holy Spirit that God has for you, pray the following prayer out loud. After you pray, know God heard you and will answer your prayer as soon as you pray it:
Father God,
Thank you for forgiving me of all of my sins and thank you that your son Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. I ask that you bless me, baptize me, and fill me with your Holy Spirit right now. I ask that you place in me the gifts of the Holy Spirit that you have for me and reveal to me what they are and how you would like me to operate in them. Please lead me and guide me all the days of my life. I am yours and you are mine. In your son Jesus’ name I ask, AMEN
1074 AD Pope Gregory VII makes celibacy in the clergy mandatory and it is reaffirmed in 1139 at the Second Lateran Council, however it had already been made a practice since around 306AD. The reason celibacy was put into practice is because since the 300’s the Pope was considered a political power and so were the clergy. In those times Kings and other nobility married to make political alliances. Mandatory celibacy prevented anyone who served in the Catholic Church from making these alliances which could divide loyalties in the church, thus reducing the Pope’s authority in government. Because of this policy, it was very commonplace for the Popes and all clergy to keep concubines.
What year did celibacy in the Catholic clergy become mandatory? __________
Do you believe that it is wrong for clergy to be married? Why or why not?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
According to God’s own word, you just have to wait until marriage to have sex and you must stay faithful to your spouse. We were created to have sex. When God created Adam and Eve, he told them to “be fruitful and multiply” They did and had Cain and Abel. The apostle Peter, named as the first Pope by Vatican City, was also married:
Matthew 8:14 And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother laid, and sick of a fever.
Apostle Paul was an advocate for marriage and believed the apostles should take their wives with them when they traveled. Not all of the apostles were married when Jesus first called them to follow Him either.
Don't we have the right to food and drink? Don't we have the right to take a believing wife along with us, as do the other apostles and the Lord's brothers and Cephas? Or is it only I and Barnabas who must work for a living? 1 Corinthians 9:4-6 (NIV)
The Definition of Marriage
This isn’t my favorite subject to talk about, but nowadays when discussing marriage, we have to. To start this chapter, we will talk about what marriage is not. Start by reading the following scripture and then answering the question below.
Romans1:26-28(NLT) That is why God abandoned them to their shameful desires. Even the women turned against the natural way to have sex and instead indulged in sex with each other. And the men, instead of having normal sexual relations with women, burned with lust for each other. Men did shameful things with other men, and as a result of this sin, they suffered within themselves the penalty they deserved. Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge God, he abandoned them to their foolish thinking and let them do things that should never be done.
According to Romans 1:26-28 above, what happened to the men and women who turned against God’s ideal of having sex only with the opposite gender?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Now read the next set of scriptures and answer the questions below:
1 Corinthians 6:9-10 (NASB) Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.
Who will not inherit the kingdom of God?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
According to 1 Timothy 1:9-11 below, is homosexuality contrary to wholesome teaching? ____________
1 Timothy 1:9-11(NLT) For the law was not intended for people who do what is right. It is for people who are lawless and rebellious, who are ungodly and sinful, who consider nothing sacred and defile what is holy, who kill their father or mother or commit other murders. The law is for people who are sexually immoral, or who practice homosexuality, or are slave traders, liars, promise breakers, or who do anything else that contradicts the wholesome teaching that comes from the glorious Good News entrusted to me by our blessed God.
I hope you have noticed that God condemns ALL sin, not just homosexuality. But for the purpose of this section, we are concentrating on that subject.
Polygamy
Next topic. I don’t like bringing this subject up either, but again we are talking about marriage, so I must. Let’s read from Genesis.
Genesis 2:18-25 (AMP) Now the Lord God said, It is not good (sufficient, satisfactory) that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper meet (suitable, adapted, complementary) for him. And out of the ground the Lord God formed every [wild] beast and living creature of the field and every bird of the air and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them; and whatever Adam called every living creature, that was its name.And Adam gave names to all the livestock and to the birds of the air and to every [wild] beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found a helper meet (suitable, adapted, complementary) for him. And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam; and while he slept, He took one of his ribs or a part of his side and closed up the [place with] flesh..And the rib or part of his side which the Lord God had taken from the man He built up and made into a woman, and He brought her to the man. Then Adam said, This [creature] is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of a man. Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall become united and cleave to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and were not embarrassed or ashamed in each other's presence.
According to God’s original design in the bible who was a suitable helper for the man? ______________
How many women did God give Adam? _______________
Finish this scripture: Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall become united and cleave to his ________.
We know this was God’s original plan for man because he said that the man should leave his father and his mother and cleave to his wife. The only father Adam and Eve had was God, and there was no mother, so obviously this statement was for all mankind. Notice the man is to cleave to his wife, not wives. Also, God took one rib from Adam to make one wife. So the point is polygamy is not God’s original plan. Even in the Old Testament when King Solomon had all of those concubines, they ended up leading him away from God. He should have stuck with God’s original plan!
The next topic is the legal definition of marriage. I hear people say that they are married because they are living together or because they are in a monogamous relationship. I have news for you, if you have not been issued a marriage license by your government, you are NOT married! Read the scripture below and then answer the questions.
Romans 13:1-5(NLT) Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes from God, and those in positions of authority have been placed there by God. So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and they will be punished. For the authorities do not strike fear in people who are doing right, but in those who are doing wrong. Would you like to live without fear of the authorities? Do what is right, and they will honor you. The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good. But if you are doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have the power to punish you. They are God’s servants, sent for the very purpose of punishing those who do what is wrong. So you must submit to them, not only to avoid punishment, but also to keep a clear conscience.
According to Romans 13:1-5 above, who are you to be in subjection to? __________________________________
What happens to people who rebel against this authority?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
As you can see, you are supposed to obey your government. Of course if they asked you to go against the bible, the higher law is obedience to God’s word. However, in the case of marriage they are not. Your government has certain laws that have to be abided by to be issued a marriage certificate. So to be married in God’s eyes, those laws have to be obeyed. God said that it is not good for man to be alone. Marriage represents the covenant you have with Christ and it is the closet kind of relationship you can have here on earth with another human.
Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge. Hebrews 13:4 (NKJV)
That’s right! In Hebrews 13:4 God said that marriage is Ok for everyone! One of the ways to know if it is the Lord’s will for you be married or not, is if it is a desire of your heart. God says in Psalm 37 that He will give you the desires of your heart. When you have a relationship with the Lord and desire Him, He really will give you the desires of your heart. Please read the scripture below about what Paul tells us to do with Christians involved in sexual immorality:
1 Corinthians 5:11 (TLB) What I meant was that you are not to keep company with anyone who claims to be a brother Christian but indulges in sexual sins, or is greedy, or is a swindler, or worships idols, or is a drunkard, or abusive. Don’t even eat lunch with such a person.
Divorce and Annulment
Do you believe divorce is O.K? Why or why not?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
* * *
I (Christine) came to the Catholic Church desiring a relationship with God. My journey began as I called the neighborhood Church and set up an appointment to join their RCIA class, where I would begin the conversion. During the process of attending classes, I was told that my husband needed to obtain an annulment of his previous marriage for me to be confirmed officially as a Catholic. I was shocked and so was my husband. He had no intention of going through that process and didn’t think it was possible to be reconciled into the church because his previous marriage ended in divorce. He and his wife were both Catholic, married in the church, and attended mass together with their three children for 17 years. We started seeing each other when he was still married to his first wife and I was married too. Our relationship was anything but Godly. We left our spouses and were married by the Justice of the Peace. It didn’t take long for me to recognize the horrible consequences of our sin. That is one of the reasons for my desperate need for repentance and a restored relationship with God. Because of our decision, his children were devastated. I couldn’t stand to be around them sober, so I drank alcohol to numb the pain. During the first two years of our marriage, I was miserable; I didn’t fit in and I knew it. I felt like I was on the outside looking at somebody else’s life. I wanted to be accepted and loved, so the church, in my mind, was the perfect place to get my needs met.
Halfway through my conversion process my husband met with the Pastor to begin filing papers for his annulment. That involved finding three people to agree that his marriage of 17 years in the Catholic Church wasn’t a real marriage. He told his ex-wife he was seeking an annulment. She received papers, but she never submitted them. After a few months we got word that the local dioceses had awarded the annulment, but we still needed one final approval by the church. Our pastor assured us that it was a mere formality, so we planned for our official church blessing of our marriage. Several days before our blessing, we discovered the final approval was delayed. His ex-wife had decided to contest the annulment. Despite her efforts, the church approved the annulment a few months later, and our marriage was blessed. We were so happy, and yet his children and ex-wife were broken hearted. At that time I didn’t understand why they cared; it was a church ruling, not a legal proceeding. I needed this annulment to become a Catholic. Today I realize the hypocrisy his children must have felt as they watched our marriage begin with adultery, become official, obtain a church blessing, and see the marriage of their mother that began according to church rules become considered null and void as if it never happened. I had no desire to put his family through this trauma. This was supposed to be my journey to God for healing and forgiveness, not a slap in the face to his children and wife. It was horrible, but this was the processes I had to go through to be accepted by the Church. Now that I know what the bible says about marriage, divorce and adultery, I recognize how ridiculous that request for an annulment was. Years later, after I truly repented to God for all of my sins, my heart remained heavy knowing that I needed to seek forgiveness from my husband’s ex-wife. She was very gracious, and agreed to meet. God truly did a miracle. She forgave me, accepting my apology. As a result of this release, my joy finally returned.
* * *
About six months after I (Bethany) was married for the first time, I put my husband Ben in jail for domestic violence (I was very confused why God sent me a violent, drunken husband), I called my friend Jessie in desperation for a place to visit while I cleared my head. She told me I could visit her if, and only if, I agreed to attend church with her. So off to Florida I went, and to a revival meeting. The preacher, Steve Hill, said something to the effect that if your life isn’t going right “it is because the wages of sin are death.” A light bulb went off inside me! I knew why my life was a series of one bad event after another, why I never had inner peace. I had been in sin, doing wrong things, and I had to change. I ran to the altar and completely surrendered my life to Christ and repented of my sin.
I talked to my husband Ben and we agreed to make a go of our marriage. He came to pick me up that Monday and the first thing he did was kindly offer me a cigarette and I told him I had quit. After that he tried to take me to a bar to get drunk and I told him I had quit that too. He was nice and supportive at first, hoping I would grow out of my religious phase, but when I continued to refuse the party lifestyle, he said I wasn’t really his wife because I was not the same person he had married. His dad was also telling him our marriage wasn’t valid because the ceremony was not performed in the Catholic Church. I was desperate to hold on to our marriage, so I tried attending a Catholic Church by our house. I remember that I had been praying and asking the Lord if it was His will that I become a Catholic. His aunt was Catholic. She came over one night to help me pray and brought me some Catholic magazines. She told me that she believed the Lord was leading me towards joining the Catholic Church. However, inside, I just didn’t have peace about joining. One night, sitting out on the balcony in front of my dad’s house praying, the Lord finally gave me my answer. The Holy Spirit led me to these scriptures:
1 Timothy 4:1-5 (NLT) Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some will turn away from what we believe; they will follow lying spirits and teachings that come from demons.
2These teachers are hypocrites and liars. They pretend to be religious, but their consciences are dead.
3They will say it is wrong to be married and wrong to eat certain foods. But God created those foods to be eaten with thanksgiving by people who know and believe the truth.
4Since everything God created is good, we should not reject any of it. We may receive it gladly, with thankful hearts.
5For we know it is made holy by the word of God and prayer.
Wow! I was floored; it was like the words leapt off the page and into my heart! I knew the Catholic Church forbid members of the clergy to marry and I knew from practicing Lent that they told you to abstain from meats on Fridays during those forty days (see vs. 3). In fact, in verse 2, Paul said the teachers who taught this were hypocrites and liars! I knew in my heart it was not God’ plan for me to join the Catholic Church. Ben grew resentful and began going out with his friends and I would not hear from him for days at a time. Shortly after that he filed for divorce. Now several years later, the Lord sent me a godly man who obeys Him and is now my current husband. Early in my Christian walk, another Christian told me I could not get remarried because I had been through a divorce.
The Lord revealed a scripture to me that quickly dispelled those fears.
For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy. But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace.
1 Corinthians 7: 14-15
My unbelieving ex-husband filed for a divorce and left, I did not want the marriage dissolved and was willing to work it out. He was not. According to the above scripture, I was not bound in such circumstances. Also, in Matthew 19:8-9 : He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.
If your spouse commits fornication (sex outside of wedlock), you are permitted to divorce, but you do not have to.
* * *
It’s amazing how events in our childhood trickle down and affect the entire
fabric of our life. Writing about it is never easy, in fact writing this has been tough. I (Christine) have many, many good things and good times to remember, but one
major event changed my course…
I was born in the fifties and grew up in the 60’s. Those were strange times. Everything was changing; music, hair styles (mostly for men), and fashion. We were a typical middle class family, my dad worked and provided for us while my mom stayed at home. That was my mom’s dream, her own home and family. She loved to cook and entertain, so we always had lots of gatherings at our house. We ate dinner together every night as a family, played games together in the evening, or watched TV together. Every year we took a 2 week vacation to New England. My point is, we were a strong family unit because we did everything as a family and that gave us stability and a closeness. Everyone we knew was impacted, in those days, by the tragic assassinations of high profile political leaders and a very unpopular war in Viet Nam that took the lives of many young boys. Several in our own neighborhood were lost including my brother. That’s the event that changed our family’s life forever. My mother was always the life force in our family and was, understandably, crushed by the news of my brother’s death and over a 20 year period, drank herself to death. Her behavior was devastating to the three teenage daughters that were left to carry the load of her self destruction, the grief of losing our beloved brother, and the tough task of trying to please and tiptoe around our critical and emotionally withdrawn father. Good bye happy home life….those old “Leave it to Beaver” days were gone forever. Years and years of my mother’s alcoholism, and my fathers denial of her problem caused my sisters and I to struggle on our own with this changing world and to rely on our pier groups for direction. There lies a problem. I ran to my girlfriends for advice on boys, dating and sex. This was the 60’s, a sexual revolution was going on. Women were burning their bras for crying out loud! I am not kidding! The slogan “If it feels good do it” was popular.
I couldn’t depend on my parents for sound advice, they didn’t know what was going on. They were consumed with there own problems and I didn’t want to talk to them, in fact I didn’t want to be around them anymore, period. They were always picking at each other and it drove me crazy, or if they weren’t tearing each other apart they were finding fault with me. I am not just exaggerating the circumstances either. My older sister was working and more or less on her own. I was the middle daughter, so my younger sister “the baby” was always cuddled. As I look back at that time in my life, I needed guidance for my future and I also wanted to look up to someone. I needed to confide in someone I could trust and I definitely needed approval from someone desperately. As I mentioned above, my dad was extremely critical. I don’t ever remember doing one thing that wasn’t prefaced with, “Well it’s ok but…” and mom was another story. She grieved for 20 years and when she drank, she was brutal. Not loud, cursing or violent comments, but subtle things that could send a gawky teenage girl into hiding for days. In my late teens early twenties, however, I grew out of my gawkiness and into a thin, long legged, big chested young women that was starting to attract the attention of men. Did I know how to handle this new found attention? Absolutely not. After graduation from high school I was given two choices. Get a job or go to college, but the college part wasn’t really encouraged, and with out the help of a parent or a mentor or someone, to guide me, I had no idea what to even study or where to go. My gift and talents went un- discovered until many years later. I actually hated school. Academically I wasn’t very smart, or at least that’s what I believed at the time. I was weak in math, and that was my father’s strong subject, and because Algebra and chemistry were hard for me, I always felt stupid and my dad often told me that I was. Higher education…I don’t think so! I went to work. I wanted clothes, a car and all the other material things to make me look good and feel good.
Having only a high school education made job hunting interesting. I obviously wasn’t qualified to do much and wasn’t paid much, so I continued to live at home and spend every cent I earned on clothes and stuff for myself. One of my first jobs was in a retail store that sold all the clothes, shoes and accessories that I loved to indulge myself in. I
attracted the attention of my much older boss and we secretly started to date. I was still a virgin and he was divorced with children. His sleazy reputation with women was well known, but I was flattered that this experienced, handsome man was interested in me. I was in way over my head dating this guy. I was used to dates that consisted of going to the movies with boys from high school and he was taking me to bars and nightclubs. One night he brought me home after an evening of drinking, and in his car in front of my house, he kissed me good night and it went from an innocent kiss, to him forcing himself on me. I repeatedly pushed him away, telling him to stop, he didn’t, and my virginity was lost. Did I blame him? No. Sadly enough, I blamed myself because I believed that I led him on, so I continued to date him. The relationship didn’t last long but the effects of that night haunted me for years.
My home life got worse and worse, Mom’s health was failing and dad just didn’t know what to do. In my parent’s generation, you didn’t talk about problems, especially to your kids. Dad wasn’t about to admit to anyone that they were in trouble, so he just pretended everything was ok. It was horrible to watch and even worse to live around. I could not wait to get away so when the first smooth talking, cute guy came along and wanted to marry, I was off and running and I ran far. My cute guy was being transferred 1200 miles away from my home town. See ya! I was gone, much to the surprise of every friend and family member. Nobody in our town ever did that. My mother told me years later, she never saw me look so happy as the day we were pulling away from the house with everything I owned in the back of “cute guy’s” Chevy hatchback, waving out the back window. I was happy too. New life, new beginning. Let me at it. We lived together for 8 months before going back home to marry. During that time I recognized a few red flags, but I wanted marriage and the whole settled down bit so I completed ignored the danger signs. A couple of those signs being, he was critical, controlling and very flirtatious.
Adjusting to a new town and new surroundings was complicated. I had to find my way around a big city and find a job. Even though this town was growing rapidly at the time, it’s now the 70’s, I still didn’t have many skills to offer so good job opportunities were limited for me. Cute guy had a job when we moved here so he was set. He was making friends and settling in, I was struggling and lonely. He was my only contact. I relied on him for everything. After 3 months I eventually found a job, answering phones for a large office furniture dealer. It was a fun company with a unique cast of characters for employees. Happy hour was big in those days. I never went out when asked because I was married and wanted to go home and be with my husband. Drinking after work just didn’t interest me. I did enough of that when I single and was now ready to settle down and be a wife and mother. Happy life…not so fast…because a year after we married, my “cute guy” confessed to having an affair with an 18 year old. He was breaking it off with her of course. Yeah, so he said. I was still devastated and I mean heart broken, crushed, girls you know what I’m talking about. I couldn’t eat, sleep and I barely made it to work each day. He would stay out all night and when he came home he would lie about where he was, but he had lipstick on his shirt. It was weird, because how does a girl get lipstick on his shirt and how does he not know it and why did he not try to hide it? I don’t know, but those days were about as humiliating as any I’d been through in my life. All the times he was called away from me by his friends for meetings or one thing or another were just a way to get him out of the house to meet her. So not only did he betray me, but so did all his friends, which were supposed to be my friends too. After weeks of self pity, crying and starving myself, a girl from work came to my apartment. Surprise, surprise… my husband wasn’t home, and she forced me to go out and meet some friends for drinks. I say “forced me” because I didn’t want to go, but she said she wasn’t leaving until I agreed. She also said I really needed to be with people. I went. That started my new journey into “happy hour world.”
The 70’s were wild times. Drinking, drugs and promiscuity were a common thing in the work place and like I said, happy hour was huge. Do you remember 4 for 1 drinks, or ladies drink free? Big attractions in those days. I started going every night with the people from work. Almost everyone there was married. I looked around at all the guys and thought, Ok, so this is what marriage is, I can play at this too. I loved the attention I was getting from men and to be honest, I needed it. I was feeling pretty bad about myself. I was thinking, I couldn’t even keep my husband interested for a year before he was wanted someone else! I became bitter, hardened and after a while not the least bit disturbed by the behavior of my co-workers. I too was getting drunk, flirting around and staying out late. Another girl at work knew that one of the “married” sales reps was interested in me and, for lack of a better phase, “fixed us up” We started meeting for secret lunches and drinks after work in dark places. We had a two year affair that consisted of stolen hours in bars and hotels. “Married” guy meant everything to me. He gave me gifts, flowers and the attention I was desperate for. He also was available when I needed “man stuff” done like when I had car problems. I never relied on my “not so cute” husband for anything any more. In fact “married guy” and I ended up leaving our spouses and moving in together. That rocked the world of his family big time, he was well over a decade older than me, and had been married for almost 20 years. In his wife’s eyes, I was the younger women with blond hair, long legs and a big chest. His ex-wife had to now go out and get a job, she never worked before. His three children were under the impression, mom and dad were happy, so their divorce was especially traumatizing. His brother, had little or nothing to do with us for almost 20 years. Almost thirty years later, his ex-mother in law still won’t look at him.
The wounds from this split up were deep and are still painful, even today.
We lived together for a year, good example for his kids huh? But eventually we got married. The first 3 years were a mess. Lots of drinking and horrible behavior on my end, I even had a couple of one night stands. I was a shameless flirt and still craved male attention, even though I had what I considered to be the man I prayed for. I was having a tough time adjusting to the whole stepparent, stepfamily thing. My husband’s kids were uncomfortable around me, rightly so, and I was ashamed when I was around them, so I would drink. Only after we married did I realize the destructive consequences of our irresponsible behavior. I could see how devastated his children and ex wife were and it was hard to live with myself. The worse times were when I had to attend graduations, weddings and other family gatherings. I never felt comfortable or that I belonged, I always felt like an outsider looking in, on someone else life. Does that make sense? To be honest even after all these years I still feel that way. I would attend these functions, and most of the people there were friends and family of the ex wife, so I was hated by most. The only ones that would talk to me were any new people in the family. They didn’t know all the sordid details of our affair so I was treated fine. Oh, but after we would leave…that new person was filled in and my new acquaintance was not so friendly the next time I saw them. The truth is I finally realize that the reason, even after all these years, that I still am uncomfortable with the ex and her people is because I simply do not belong there. I was never supposed be a part of this family, it was never God’s will for me and this adulterous affair, even though we married, even though we both have now repented of the sin, was not God’s will or God’s best or God’s anything and it still feels bad.
I’m writing out this long humiliating description of my life because I want every person who reads this to please run from the temptation of sexual sin or even worse the temptation of having affairs with married people. They should be off limits, no matter what. Do not believe the lies. The consequences are not only to you but they ripple out to the children, brothers and sisters and many, many more. You don’t realize how you are affecting others until God opens your eyes to it. I even think about ex wife’s mother. She has been mad at my husband for a long, long time. We planted that seed of bitterness, anger and resentment. I know it’s up to her to let it go but still to be responsible for that kind of deep wounding is awful. The life I have is not what God planned and I often think about what he did have in mind for me.
I finally came to a turning point when my drinking became such a problem I knew I needed to give it up or I would be living under a bridge some day.
I started seeking God and asking for His help and for years God’s been drawing me closer and closer to Him. I was able to quite drinking, but only by His grace and mercy and I made a complete turn around in my behavior.
I was no longer the “Jezebel” I once was and for the next 10 years I devoted myself to church, and family especially my step family in the hopes of redeeming myself in their eyes. Working in the church was good and I definitely was a better person then before, but I was still not rid of the guilt of the past or the anxiety. It was not until I got saved in the year 2000 that I finally started to recover from all the sin and consequences of the past. My joy finally returned. I was happy again.
Like I said it was the year 2000. I had just started a new job with a company similar to the one I worked for in the 70’s. I immediately noticed not much had changed. The climate surrounding the office was a little tamer. What I mean is, the sales people were not going out at lunch and having 3 martinis any more, but happy hour, was still a big event at the end of the day. I felt uncomfortable being around it all again and I even told my husband that for the first time in many years, I wanted to drink. I gave up drinking when I turned my life over to the Lord, and until I went to work there I really never missed it. Now I found myself with a strong urge to go out with everybody after work and party. I didn’t go, I always went straight home. What I thought was going on, was my desire to recapture my youth. I was now about 48 years old and one of the oldest in the company. I kept thinking, Where have all those years gone? It was a strange feeling and I had to deal with emotions that, until now, had not come to the surface.
One day I was with co workers scheduling an installation of furniture for a client. One of the men in the group, I was meeting with, was joking around, and I hate to admit it, but we were flirting. There was a moment I noticed a look in his eye as he teased me and I can still recall it. It’s hard to describe on paper, but the bottom line is, I became extremely attracted to him. Over the next few months my thoughts were obsessed with fantasies of him and me. He became even more flirtatious, so I knew the feeling was mutual and my attraction increased. He came to work one day with a W.W.J.D. (What Would Jesus Do) bracelet on. Remember those? For a minute I thought…Oh my gosh, he’s a Christian, maybe he’s my next mate…maybe God brought him. Yeah right… ugh… he was married by the way. Isn’t that crazy? I had not had these kinds of feelings in many, many years. This is how Satan operates. I was enjoying thinking about him because I felt alive and young again, but I was also miserable. I did not want to act on this attraction, but it was almost like a drug and I could hardly resist the temptation to take the flirting to the next level. I knew how to play this game because I used to be very good at it. I did keep going over in my mind, the consequences of making a move from flirting to actual seduction, and how much I would be losing if someone found out. I would place into jeopardy the respect of family, friends, and possibly my husbands love and trust. It had taken years for him to trust me after those early years of our marriage! This was also affecting the most important relationship I had, my relationship with God. This dirt always gets out, someone always finds out and you know how people love to gossip. The really good thing about maturity is, I no longer acted impulsively, I was thinking long term and that’s what held me back from making a very stupid mistake, that and the Holy Spirit.
I was in church one Sunday with a friend, and we were about to receive communion. I felt so guilty about the lustful thoughts I was having for this man, that I knew I couldn’t receive the sacrament with a clear conscience. So I told her I would not be partaking of it. She whispered to me, “Let’s go” and we got up and went to a back prayer room to talk. She asked what was going on and I told her my struggle over the past few weeks. She immediately recognized that it was an attack from Satan. If you will recall, I told you I worked in the same environment in my twenties…I was not saved and I fell into a life style of drinking and sexual sin. Satan was triumphant in those days, I was his and he could wreak havoc in my life because I was not covered under the blood of Jesus.
Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. Colossians 1:21 (NLT)
The devil was trying to trip me up and I was almost willing to give up everything because the temptation was so powerful, and I do mean powerful. Like I said before, it was like a drug. Praise God for my friend because what she told me that Sunday in church… of how Satan was trying to use an old trick on me, made perfect sense. Knowing what I was dealing with gave me the knowledge I needed and I could stand firm and pray for forgiveness, protection and help from Jesus in this battle. In 2 Corththians, Paul talks about strongholds and that we need divine weapons to demolish them.
We use God’s mighty weapons, not worldly weapons, to knock down the strongholds of human reasoning and to destroy false arguments.
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (NLT)
God’s weapons are prayer, faith hope and love. God’s word and the Holy Spirit.
Read about the Armor of God from Ephesians 6:
Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. Eph 6:13-18 (NIV)
Friends, we are not fighting against flesh and blood. We are fighting an enemy that will use anything to drag us back to the pit we were once wallowing in. In my case, the enemy used familiar circumstances and also the emotional state of my mind. I was dealing with middle age so my self confidence was at a low point. What was huge in my life at the time, was God’s presence. He was doing things and speaking to me through His Word and Satan knew it and was trying to stop this powerful move of God. After praying and knowing God’s forgiveness, I no longer felt guilty of having these thoughts. I just refused to entertain them. The scripture below tells us that our thoughts need to be submitted to Him as we live our daily lives.
We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ,
2 Corinthians 10:5 (NAS)
I used to believe I didn’t have control over my thoughts and to some degree that is true, but we have the choice to dismiss the things we should not be thinking of and that’s what I had to do. Paul also tells us In Philippians what we should be thinking about.
And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise. Philippians 4:8 (NLT)
I was now equipped to go to work and handle the situation. The desires and the thoughts did not immediately go away, but I knew what I dealing with. The spirit of lust was gone because I prayed and was protected by the Armor of God, which I put on everyday. Shortly after all this happened, God brought me another job and by His mercy and grace I was gone from that place and have not had one attack of that kind again. I give Him all the thanks and praise!
I want to end by making a plea. I can not emphasize enough the disturbing consequences of the path I chose. I was a young emotionally wrecked woman when I made all these bad choices. I married a man to get out of my house because I couldn’t deal with my parent’s pain. When he disappointed me, I turned to anybody that would say nice things to me and give me attention. My emotional problems devastated many lives for years.
My husband and I still do not worship in the same church and I question his salvation. I struggled with his alcoholism for over two decades until he finally gave it up after a horrible disease.
God wants us to trust Him for all we need and that means for our mate too. When we take things into our own hands, look at the mess we make of it. Don’t be fooled by Satan’s tricks. Believe God. He will give us the desires of our heart.
* * *
Pedophilia running rampant throughout the Catholic Church
Just writing this makes me (Bethany) sick to my stomach. During the initial release of this book, I ignored what the Holy Spirit had put on my heart concerning this subject. I don’t like talking about it and thinking about it makes me uncomfortable. Therefore, in obedience to the leading of the Lord, I am writing this section.
On July 14, 2007, the Catholic Church agreed to pay out at least 600 -650 million dollars to 508 people who were sexually abused in the Catholic Church. They got this 600 million dollars from you, the good Catholic who gave them your money.
Please read the next scripture out loud.
Corinthians 5:9-13(TLB) When I wrote to you before I said not to mix with evil people. But when I said that I wasn’t talking about unbelievers who live in sexual sin, or are greedy cheats and thieves and idol worshippers. For you can’t live in this world without being with people like that. What I meant was that you are not to keep company with anyone who claims to be a brother Christian but indulges in sexual sins, or is greedy, or is a swindler, or worships idols, or is a drunkard, or abusive. Don’t even eat lunch with such a person. It isn’t our job to judge outsiders. But it certainly is our job to judge and deal strongly those who are members of the church, and who are sinning in these ways. God alone is the Judge of those on the outside. But you yourselves must deal with this man and put him out of your church.
Is it your responsibility to judge unbelievers? ______________
Who are you not supposed to eat with? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
So clearly according to the scriptures, we are not to pass judgment on any unbelievers who participate in immorality. However, if someone in the church who is claiming to be a Christian is in sexual sin (and this includes molesting/raping/sodomizing children) that is a different story.
Here are the biblical requirements to be a clergy member straight from the New Testament section of the bible:
This is a true saying, if a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless. Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 1 Timothy 3
According to the above scriptures, what does the Apostle Paul say are the requirements for a church leader? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
According to the Apostle Paul, are Bishop’s (church clergy) allowed to get married? __________
How many wives is he allowed to have? __________
A little history…
From 1978 to 2005 Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, who is at the time of this writing now Pope Benedict XVI, was over the department (Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith) in the Catholic Church that dealt with the abuse of children. If you do your own research, you find out that for years he squelched victim reports of clergy abuse and went out of his way to make sure that the offending priests were not reported to the police. Finally, after enough pressure was put on him through public outcry, he began to authorize investigations. That’s right, the Pope hid evidence for YEARS about the sexual abuse of children.
Cardinal Bernard F. Law, Archbishop of Boston, released a statement in June 2001 admitting his covering up of sexual abuse of children from clergy for almost two decades. After a mass media frenzy, he went to the Vatican to resign from his position on December 13, 2002. On May 27, 2004 Pope John Paul reinstated Bernard Law as the archpriest of St. Mary Major Basilica. This basilica is one of the four most important basilicas in Rome. According to a Vatican spokesman, Cardinal Law "will be in charge of the administration of the priests and anything related to the basilica." That’s right, a guilty man is given a very nice apartment, superstar status in the Vatican and a several thousand dollar a month stipend. According to the gospel of Jesus Christ, he should have been thrown out of the church!
Los Angeles Cardinal Roger Mahony knowingly and willingly covered up sexual abuse reports. Instead of removing Priests from office and reporting them to the police, he moved the offending Priests around to different Parishes. The most famous sexual offender was Oliver O’Grady who raped a 9 month old infant and a five year old little girl. He also sodomized little boys. Mahony worked very hard to prevent or impede investigations of sexual abuse by priests. He appealed one attempt to gain access to church documents relating to sexual abuse all the way to the Supreme Court. Oliver O’Grady was convicted and served 7 years. After that he was given another parish to Pastor in Ireland. He is allowed to roam freely among his parishoners who are probably unaware of his conviction in America.To fund the archdiocese's share of the $650+ million dollar settlement, Cardinal Mahony will have to sell property, liquidate investments and cut spending, dismantling part of what he built in more than two decades as the city's archbishop.
According to the film, Deliver us from Evil, some 10 percent of the graduates from Mahony’s alma mater (St John’s Seminary in Camarillo, California) ordained in the Los Angeles Archdiocese since 1950 (65 of roughly 625) have been accused of molesting children. In two classes, 1966 and 1972, a third of the graduates were later accused of sexual abuse.
Read on…
Leviticus 21:7 (NLT) "The priests must not marry women defiled by prostitution or women who have been divorced, for the priests must be set apart to God as holy.
Even in the Old Testament, it was the Lord’s will the priests were married. As you already read in the New Testament, He has not changed His mind. For centuries the Catholic Church has denied allowing their clergy to be married which is in direct disobedience to the will of God. Anytime you disobey God, you allow Satan to walk right through your door. Now I am not saying that allowing the Catholic clergy to marry will completely stop the problem of child abuse in the church, but don’t you think it would help? God made us all sexual beings, when we are not allowed to marry and express ourselves that way, then that makes it easy to give in to demonic temptations. By the way, the Catholic Church did not kick many of these pedophiles out of the church, instead they moved them to different parishes. Is this the church that you support? Do you really want some of these priests lurking around your children? I may sound harsh, but if the Catholic Church is brazenly allowing these predators to stick around, how do you know that your Pastor isn’t one of them?
In 1 Samuel we can see God does not take lightly disobedience and He does punish those who disobey Him. If you read 1 Samuel 2 you can see that The Lord tolerated Eli the Priest’s sons sin for a season, but then judgment came:
One day a man of God came to Eli and gave him this message from the Lord: “I revealed myself to your ancestors when the people of Israel were slaves in Egypt. I chose your ancestor Aaron from among all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to offer sacrifices on my altar, to burn incense, and to wear the priestly vest as he served me. And I assigned the sacrificial offerings to you priests. So why do you scorn my sacrifices and offerings? Why do you give your sons more honor than you give me—for you and they have become fat from the best offerings of my people Israel! “Therefore, the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I promised that your branch of the tribe of Levi would always be my priests. But I will honor those who honor me, and I will despise those who think lightly of me. The time is coming when I will put an end to your family, so it will no longer serve as my priests. All the members of your family will die before their time. None will reach old age. You will watch with envy as I pour out prosperity on the people of Israel. But no members of your family will ever live out their days. Those who survive will live in sadness and grief, and their children will die a violent death. And to prove that what I have said will come true, I will cause your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, to die on the same day! 35 “Then I will raise up a faithful priest who will serve me and do what I desire. I will establish his family, and they will be priests to my anointed kings forever. 36 Then all of your surviving family will bow before him, begging for money and food. ‘Please,’ they will say, ‘give us jobs among the priests so we will have enough to eat.’”
1 Samuel 2:27-36 (NLT)
You should also notice judgment came to Eli too because he was the head priest and he did not put a stop to his son’s behavior in the temple of God. Now Eli did not join in his son’s sin, but he was still considered guilty because of his association. I believe this story is an excellent example of how God feels about sin and the reality of His judgment. Unfortunately neither Eli nor his son’s repented of their behavior and this prophecy (below) came to pass.
And the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle. In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his house: when I begin, I will also make an end. For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever. 1 Samuel 3:11-14 (KJV)
I highly urge you to open your eyes to the truth. I really believe that this is a warning from our Lord and if you do not act immediately, the judgement coming upon the Catholic Church, will come upon you too. If you are a pedofile, know a pedofile, or are covering one up, repent, and turn yourself in to the police! I remember one time watching a TV show that boldly supported the homosexual movement. I thought “Well, I know it’s wrong, but that’s them, not me.” Do you know what the Lord showed me? That by watching the TV show, I was in effect supporting the bad behavior and just like the bible says that homosexuals will receive judgement (Romans 1 & Hebrews 13:4) for their behavior, that I would receive the same recopense if I didn’t stop. That’s right, the Lord will hold you responsible for your involvement whether or not you are actually committing the crime.
While Christine and I were in Rome researching the material for this book, I saw three handsome young priests strolling by looking at the sights. It grieved me that these young men believe they can’t be married and have children in the name of service to God. It is sad these men who obviously sense the call of God so acutely in their lives, believe they always have to “carry the burden of the cross” of staying celibate and be denied children. For the men who truly want to serve God, why should they be denied fatherhood? I really appreciate the heart of the clergy walking around Vatican City today, they want desperately to serve God and are doing everything they can to get closer to Him. Right now, we are sitting in front of St. Peter’s waiting for the Papal Blessing. It is the Sunday before the start of Lent and there are thousands of people waiting to hear their spiritual leader speak. I want every one to know that you do not have to go through a lot of religious preparations to meet and experience our God. He is as close as your heart and mouth. (Romans 10:10) In the Old Testament the priests had to go through many rituals to enter in the tabernacle to be in the presence of God. Now, all you have to do is repent of your sins and receive the finished work of the cross of Christ. God loves you! He is very easy to reach. You do not have to stay celibate either.
Read this next scripture out loud and allow it to be your memory verse for this chapter:
We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but he is ready to hear those who worship him and do his will. James 9:31(NLT)
Abortionists
Do you believe that it is OK to abort an unborn child? _______
This is one subject the Catholic Church has done a phenomenal job taking a stand against. Nonetheless, thousands of women choose to have abortions everyday. So how does God feel about this? Let’s see what His word says:
Psalm 139:13-16 (NLT) You made all the delicate, inner parts of my bodyand knit me together in my mother’s womb. Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it. You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion,as I was woven together in the dark of the womb. You saw me before I was born.Every day of my life was recorded in your book.Every moment was laid outbefore a single day had passed.
Fill in the blanks according to Psalm 139 above:
13 You made _______ the delicate, inner parts of my bodyand knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14 Thank you for ____________ so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it.15 You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion,as I was woven together in the dark of the _________. 16 You saw me ________ I was born.Every day of my life was recorded in your book.Every moment was laid outbefore a single day had passed.
* * *
Isaiah 49:5 (AMP )And now, says the Lord—Who formed me from the womb to be His servant to bring Jacob back to Him and that Israel might be gathered to Him and not be swept away, for I am honorable in the eyes of the Lord and my God has become my strength.
Who formed Isaiah in his mother’s womb? __________
Do you believe only certain babies are formed by God in a mother’s womb? _____________________________________________________________
* * *
Psalm 127:3-5 (NLT) Children are a gift from the Lord;they are a reward from him. Children born to a young manare like arrows in a warrior’s hands. How joyful is the man whose quiver is full of them!He will not be put to shame when he confronts his accusers at the city gates.
Now fill in the blanks based on Psalm 127:3-5 above:
Children are a _____________ from the Lord; they are a __________ from him.
Children _________ to a young man are like arrows in a warrior’s hands.
As you can see from the above scriptures in Psalms, a special blessing comes to those who have children. The following is an excerpt from a book called Heaven’s Golden Vessel by Bishop Earthquake Kelley. He died in the hospital of a brain aneurysm and went to heaven. While he was there, God spoke to him about many things including abortion while he was there before sending him back.
Heaven’s Golden Vessel by Bishop Earthquake Kelley
Then I heard a voice. It was clear to me that the voice was responding to my thoughts, and it said. “You are wondering who those children are.” I was surprised at someone hearing my thoughts. I surprisingly responded by looking around and saying, “Yes, Lord.” I knew it was God. I know His voice when I hear it. I asked, “Who are those children over there? They are a little different from the rest of the children in Heaven.” This was the first time God spoke to me in Heaven. He said, “These are children that I sent down to Earth. Because of the hardness of man’s heart, the sin of lust, and hatred of me, some of these children were aborted and sent back to me. Many in my Church have had abortions in secret. They believe no one sees it, but I see it all. Some of these children were murdered. Some of theses children were sacrificed for witchcraft. Many died from diseases and many other things that happen to children throughout the ages.” I could feel God’s hurt and pain as He was telling me these things. I saw another side of God that I never knew existed; I had not realized that God could hurt like that over His creation. I felt sorry for Him in that moment. It hurt me to feel Him hurt.
Another section in Bishop Kelley’s book said this:
He said, “I am sending you back. Let them know that words have meaning. Tell them the real meaning of the word fetus.” He brought back what happened to me so I could feel the pain on a personal level. He said, “Tell them that the world had been hiding behind words from the beginning by changing the words. For example, instead of saying sin, they use the word disease.
* * *
Before I (Christine) begin I must say this is very difficult and something very few people know. I had an abortion. It was amazing to me at the time how easy it was to make the decision to do it. I did it with no conscience because I had been desensitized by the Pro-Choice women’s movement. I believed it was my right to do what I wanted and that shows you how far I was from God. I was in my twenties and married when I got pregnant. My husband already had three children with his previous wife and he did not want anymore. Before we married, I agreed to that and I blamed myself for not being protected during our intimated times. That was one of the reasons for my desire to join the Church…to find forgiveness. Before I was confirmed in the Catholic Church, I had to go to reconciliation. And of course, my big confession was my abortion. It was a relief to get it off my chest. However, I don’t know if I ever felt truly forgiven because I still carried the guilt. Years later, when Bethany led me into a genuine relationship with Christ, she told me before we prayed, that I needed to confess my sins directly to God. So the first two things out of mouth were the confessions of adultery and abortion. As of today, I feel forgiven and the guilt is gone.
This chapter and the next, is taken from another book I (Bethany) wrote called Where’s my money? I believe many people, Catholics and non-Catholics alike, are confused as to what God expects out of them financially. They hear bits and pieces here and there and then mesh them together to produce what is usually completely wrong doctrine. The next two chapters in this study will help clear the air.
I have experienced the terror and pain of wondering if my financial situation was ever going to get better. My husband Luke has been under such duress before because of financial lack, that his heart actually physically started hurting and he contemplated suicide. I have been surrounded in a cloud of fear and darkness before with no hope of my circumstances ever changing. When I was unable to pay my creditors but wanted to, I felt like a thief even though I tried my best to be a good Christian witness. Everything Luke and I have done has not come easy, we’ve fought our way through and it has been tough, very tough. Lots of prayers and lots of tears… Luke has earned his second Master’s degree, and I have spent many long and lonely days at my computer writing books so that others can learn from my experiences and hopefully save themselves years of unnecessary heartache. There is no easy way to your dreams, you have to overcome the obstacles life throws your way. If you insist on the easy route, then your life will not produce the type of fruit you desire it to.
When the Lord first called me to write this book, it was the same day I was fired from my job. I thought God had truly lost his mind since my husband had also been out of work for several months and we not just struggling to make ends meet, they weren’t meeting at all. I do know that if we were not struggling so much financially, we would have never sought God on a deeper level to discover His will concerning finances. So out of my deep need for financial stability, I pursued the Lord for the truth about biblical finances and this book is about what He has revealed to me.
Have you personally and thoroughly studied giving in the bible? _______
Write down your definition of what biblical giving is:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
When you give, why do you give?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
* * *
Luke and I have been on food stamps, out of work, have filed for bankruptcy and prayed fervently for our bills to miraculously get paid. We have experienced the pain and misery of bankruptcy being born again, tithing, and Spirit filled Christians who earnestly sought to please the Lord in everything we did. However, the life of unmet needs was never God’s intention for our life, and it is not His will for yours either. The bankruptcy was in my husband Luke’s name, but he had to file on September 12, 2001 the day after 9/11 when we had been married for only two months and five days. A great way to kick off a marriage right? I remember standing in line at the food pantry with Luke to get groceries and then we decided to volunteer there for a season because if you did, they would give you a week’s worth of free food. Our church even had to pay our electric bill one time so that our electricity didn’t get shut off! We told almost no one what was going on because we were so ashamed about our situation. This all went on after we had become tithing, giving, Christians who had prayed, broken all kinds of curses, received deliverance, walked holy and done all the other “right” Christian things for several years. As a matter of fact, before we ever met we were already tithing to our home churches. We also attended church almost every time the doors opened. After marriage we moved into my small inexpensive one bedroom apartment and tried to live below our means but you have to actually have means to live below them! No matter how hard we had tried, a bankruptcy plus about eight job losses (between the both of us) later in less than five years of marriage we were at the end of our rope. We were not lazy people either, my husband had a Master’s degree from a private university and he held down a job while in school so he could make ends meet. My husband was used to doing what it took to get things done. When we first became friends before we were married, we both had full time jobs plus we also worked at part time jobs. We were very frugal with our finances and did not buy expensive items we did not need. I am not bragging, I just want to establish the fact with you that we are not lazy people. I know what you are thinking “Then why all of the job losses?” We weren’t quite sure either, but let me give you a few examples of why some of them happened. Our first year of marriage my husband was a Junior High teacher (band director) for a public school in Texas. The other band director he worked with would abuse the children and because of this, the children became fearful and came to my husband for help. Luke approached the Principal letting her know what was happening but she refused to stop it. A few parents also started complaining because the children would go home and tell their parents what was happening. My husband went back to the Principal and again asked her for help. She refused. The end result was that my husband’s contract was not renewed, and he mysteriously has not been able to get another job in the school district. The Principal received a promotion to a nice new High School in the area and the offending band director got sued by a parent for hitting their child who was one of Luke’s students. Instead of his teaching license being revoked, he was just moved to a different district. My husband was out of work for months after that and as you know teachers don’t make much money anyway! The following job, Luke and I both worked at the same place but little did we know that company was into some very shady practices. When they began to lie to my customers and me, I walked and two weeks later they fired Luke because I quit. That company went bankrupt shortly thereafter. We were both out of work for months. We would try to just get any job, but the doors would slam in our face. Either we were considered “overqualified” or the pay would be less than unemployment. I even cleaned a neighbor’s house a few times for some quick cash. This same neighbor railed my husband with thinly veiled insults about men who let their wives clean other people’s toilets. One time Luke worked for a company where his boss asked if he could borrow Luke’s car for an hour to run an errand since his BMW was in the shop. Thinking nothing of it, especially since this was his boss, he handed him our keys. Several hours passed and his boss never returned and he was unreachable on his cell phone. Thinking something really terrible may have happened we joined with his girlfriend searching the city for him. When we called the police, they said he had to be missing for at least 24 hours before we could file a missing persons report. The girlfriend confided in us that Luke’s boss had a secret addiction to prescription pills. To make a long story short, Luke’s boss was found beaten in the streets because when this man went to make a drug deal in our vehicle, the dealers pulled him out, beat him and took off in our car! We called our Christian friends to pray for a miracle and we got one. Law enforcement spotted our automobile and seven police cars chased it down. Eventually the criminals left the car and fled the scene. As you can already guess, Luke could not work there any longer. One sales job I had that took me a long time to obtain, I was there only five months when the corporate office hired a new manager who went and fired the entire sales team, replacing us with the staff from their previous employer. I could go on with more stories like these, including where some companies didn’t pay us the money they owed us, but I won’t. I know firsthand how hard it is to live upright and above reproach in this world. I know what it is like to keep doing the “right” thing and instead of being rewarded, you are slapped in the face. I liked it better in elementary school where if you did the right thing you got a gold star! No gold stars out in the real world for Luke and I! Just hard times! I mean we were trying to work hard and live above reproach, what went wrong? God where were you with your promises?
The good news is the hard times actually caused Luke and I to start praying and seeking God as to what the root cause of all these hard times were. I mean we had both given 10% of our income to our home church for several years before we ever met and had continued to do so even after we were married. We also gave to visiting preachers, missions and even TV evangelists. We sowed into great ground! Why hadn’t God rebuked the devourer? Why hadn’t he opened up the windows of heaven and poured us out a blessing we wouldn’t have room enough receive? Furthermore, how come the majority of money giving Christians we knew had their needs met but usually not much more? Where was God with His promises? In our desperation, we hit the carpet praying and sought God for a solution. I studied the bible from Genesis to Revelations on giving and tithing and asked the Holy Spirit to reveal to me the truth. This next section is some of the teaching he revealed to me. Now, before you continue, take out your own bible and mark these same scriptures. Also, read the scriptures above and below the scriptures I line out, so that you know I am teaching these in proper context. I want you to test what I am teaching you. Is your bible out? Good. Let’s start in Genesis:
And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all. Genesis 14: 18-20
First of all, this scripture shows you that you should put your trust and faith in God, and Abram did. In fact, he even offered his own son Isaac up to God as a sacrifice to show his obedience to the Lord. The Lord intervened and spared Isaac by providing a lamb for a sacrifice instead. This story does reveal to us that the Lord tests His children. Abram put his faith and trust in God by giving Melchizedek 10% of his war spoils instead of to a pagan god. Melchizedek was a priest of the Most High God and in Abram’s time, when someone won a battle, they gave ten percent of the spoils to their pagan god to invoke a good luck blessing. To further honor God, Abram allowed Sodom to keep the other 90% of the war spoils, again exhibiting the mercy of God. There is no record of Abram giving ten percent of any of his personal earnings to Melchizedek ever or any more of his war spoils. It is good to note here that Abram kept none of his earnings from war for himself. Also notice that God did not command him to tithe, Abram gave out of his own volition. Next time tithing is recorded in the bible is when Jacob tithed.
And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, So that I come again to my father’s house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God: And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee. Genesis 28:20-22
Jacob struck a bargain with God. The deal was that Jacob would give ten percent of his income to God if God would give him His protection and take care of his basic needs. We can conclude from Genesis 28 that Jacob gave ten percent of his income to God not because of a law, but because of a deal he worked out with the Lord.
I would like to point out here that if Jacob was supposed to already be tithing because Abram did, then he would not have been able to work out that type of agreement with the Lord. And by the way, if you read the story, you find out God kept His end of the bargain. God would not have to do that if Jacob owed him ten percent of his income anyway.
Do you tithe 10% of your income? ________
Law of Tithing
And the LORD spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance in their land, neither shalt thou have any part among them: I am thy part and thine inheritance among the children of Israel. And, behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their service which they serve, even the service of the tabernacle of the congregation. Numbers 18:20-21
The Levite tribe was set apart for service to God and they received tithes because they could not possess their own land and therefore could not farm (Num 1:47-54). That is why people tithed land products only even though they did have currency. It was against the law for anyone outside of the tribe of Levi to receive the tithe. The Levites paid their tithes to the high priests who were only from the sons of Aaron. Jesus did not ask for or receive a tithe during His ministry because he was from the tribe of Judah and not Levi. If he did he would have broken the law and been in sin. Now read the next two sets of scriptures:
Deuteronomy 14:22-23 Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year by year. And thou shalt eat before the LORD thy God, in the place which he shall choose to place his name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest learn to fear the LORD thy God always.
Deuteronomy 26:12When thou hast made an end of tithing all the tithes of thine increase the third year, which is the year of tithing, and hast given it unto the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that they may eat within thy gates, and be filled;
We see from the above verses that Israel never tithed from their poverty, but on their INCREASE. God never intended for the Israelites to tithe on what they didn’t have, but only on the increase of what God gave them. Now read the next set of scriptures:
And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord's; it is holy to the Lord. And if a man wants to redeem any of his tithe, he shall add a fifth to it. And all the tithe of the herd or of the flock, whatever passes under the herdsman's staff [by means of which each tenth animal as it passes through a small door is selected and marked], the tenth shall be holy to the Lord. The man shall not examine whether the animal is good or bad nor shall he exchange it. If he does exchange it, then both it and the animal substituted for it shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed. Levitucus 27:30-33 (AMP)
Notice God made sure the Israelites only tithed if they had at least ten animals. God took the tenth animal, not the first animal. God never asked the Israelites for the first part of their flock, but only for the last tenth. This means that if an Israelite only had nine animals, he was exempt from tithing. It’s interesting to note that God chooses the tenth animal. Man did not participate in choosing which animal was the tenth, God did (see vs. 33).
The tithing laws went like this: 10% to the Levites as they operated in the government, 10% to take care of the festivals (Duet 14:22-29), and then you paid 10% every third year which went to the poor, the orphans and the widows (Deut 26:12). That means the Israelites paid over 23% a year (if you average it out) not just 10%. It was also on land and animal products only, even though they did have a monetary system. You have to remember the government back then was a Theocracy which meant God was in control, not man. As you can see, tithing back then was their form of paying taxes and their tithes went to some of the same things our taxes today go too. The Israelites were also instructed to sacrifice animals under this same law and put to death any person who cursed their parents or God (Lev 20:9& Lev 24:15,16).
Since there are hundreds of laws in the Old Testament in addition to tithing, why would you obey tithing and not the others?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Let’s move on to Malachi:
Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts. Malachi 3:8-11
I believe if you are going to pull a teaching from Malachi to support the doctrine of tithing, then you should use the entire chapter because Malachi was not originally broken up in four chapters with separated verses. It was just one long rebuke. Malachi stated he was only speaking to the nation of Israel, rebuking them for refusing to follow the Mosaic laws. He also rebuked them for many things including sacrificing animals incorrectly. So I would assume if you were going to give away ten percent of your income based on Malachi, you should obey the rest of what Malachi said. And remember, you should be tithing over 20% if you tithe according to Malachi’s rebuke to the Israelites.
By the way, the “storehouse” mentioned was not a tabernacle or place of worship but a storage bin for food. It is widely preached that the devourer mentioned in Malachi is Satan. Since Satan is the one who steals, kills and destroys, that doctrine is probably correct. The reason the people in the Old Testament needed God to “rebuke the devourer” for them is because they didn’t have the authority to do it themselves. In the New Testament, Jesus gives us the authority to rebuke Satan (Luke 10:19). Since we now have the authority, it is our responsibility and not God’s to do the rebuking. I also think a little common sense needs to be used here too. Now think about this, can anyone who applies the biblical principle of salvation in their life, whether rich or poor be saved? When everyone dies will they either go to heaven or to hell? Well of course! Then if God’s word is for everyone and it applies to everyone, then how come there are so many super rich people who do not tithe and they even mock God? Do they give away some of their money? Some do. Is it always at least 10% of their income? We may never know. Often it appears that the rich don’t become philanthropists till after they are wealthy. Sometimes the wealthy donate money to have their names put on buildings, receive a tax break, or look good in the public eye. Jesus tells us that that is the only reward that they will ever get!
Matthew 6:2-4 Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.
King Solomon, who was the king of Israel, and subject to the Jewish laws, reiterated that his people should obey the tithing law by stating this:
Proverbs 3:9-10 Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.
Just like the law in Deuteronomy 14:22, Israel’s king stated that his people should give the first fruits of all of their INCREASE.
Let’s keep reading…
Read the next set of scriptures written by the Apostle Paul to the Philippians:
For I went through the Jewish initiation ceremony when I was eight days old, having been born into a pure-blooded Jewish home that was a branch of the old original Benjamin family. So I was a real Jew if there ever was one! What’s more, I was a member of the Pharisees who demand the strictest obedience to every Jewish law and custom. And sincere? Yes, so much so that I greatly persecuted the Church; and I tried to obey every Jewish rule and regulation right down to the very last point. But all these things that I once thought very worthwhile-now I’ve thrown them all away so that I can put my trust and hope in Christ alone. Philippians 3:5-7(TLB)
What was Paul’s reaction to the Jewish laws after he was born again?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What did Paul do with all of the Jewish laws and customs? (Hint:vs.7)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
* * *
What else did the Apostle Paul say about the Jewish laws? Read on…
Ephesians 2:14-15 (TLB) For Christ himself is our way of peace. He has made peace between us Jews and you Gentiles by making us all one family, breaking down the wall of contempt that used to separate us. By his death he ended the angry resentment between us, caused by the Jewish laws which favored the Jews, and excluded the Gentiles, for he died to annul that whole system of Jewish laws. Then he took the two groups that had been opposed to each other and made them parts of himself; thus he fused us together to become one new person, and at last there was peace.
The King James Version of the bible says this:
Ephesians 2:14-15 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;
According to the scriptures in Ephesians above, what happened to the Jewish laws when Jesus died?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
* * *
Whether or not you like the word abolished or annulled better, the bible is clear; the Jewish law which was for the Jews only was cancelled when Jesus died and rose again.
Tithing in the Gospels
Matthew 23:23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye pay tithe of mint and anise an cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.
In Matthew, Jesus told the Pharisees they should tithe because when Jesus walked the earth we were still under the laws of the Old Testament. The scribes and Pharisees were Israelites. The new covenant did not begin until after Jesus was crucified for our sins and rose again. Please notice the Pharisees gave a tenth of their spices not money and Pharisees definitely had money. Remember the widow woman giving her two mites into the treasury? The coin in the fish’s mouth? So if people had actual cash back then, why did Jesus bring up that they were to be tithing on spices? Because the tithe was only supposed to be on land products and animals!
Let’s read how God wanted the people to give to the house of God in the Old Testament:
Exodus 25:1-9 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take my offering. And this is the offering which ye shall take of them; gold, and silver, and brass, And blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats’ hair, And rams’ skins dyed red, and badgers’ skins, and shittim wood, Oil for the light, spices for anointing oil, and for sweet incense, Onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod, and in the breastplate. And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. According to all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it.
In the Old Testament we read that when they were supposed to give to the church, God made it voluntary as opposed to the law of tithing which was governmental. In verse 2 above the Lord only wanted an offering for the tabernacle out of a willing heart!
Destroying the Law
Matthew 5:17-19 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of Heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
The word fulfill here in the Greek is pleroo {play-ro’-o which means to consummate, to execute, complete, to accomplish. That is what Jesus did when he died for our sins, he completed or fulfilled the requirements of the Law. A perfect example of this is when you get a bill in the mail. Let’s say it’s the phone company. I am sure you wish sometimes, but you cannot just abolish the bill and be free and clear of owing the company money. When you do send a payment to the company you fulfill your obligation to pay the bill. The debt is satisfied. Obedience to the Law brought forth salvation in the Old Testament, now repentance of sins and ACCEPTANCE of what Jesus Christ did on a cross for your sins fulfill ALL the requirements for salvation. As a New Testament believer, your entire faith rests on the Jesus’ completion (fulfillment) of the law and ordinances as defined by Paul in Eph. 2:14-15 and referred to in Matt 5:17-19.
Tithing in the New Testament
During the fourth century, tithing on agricultural products was demanded by Pope Damasius and this law lasted around three hundred years. It was pulled out of the Old Testament and taught by the Catholic Church to raise money. If you did not hand over ten percent of your land products (not currency even though they had a well established monetary system), the Pope proclaimed you were anathema, which means eternally damned.
In the New Testament, there is no documentation of Jesus or any of the apostles teaching on or taking tithes in the New Testament. Since the disciples were preaching and teaching new Gentile converts, I would think if they were supposed to tithe since they were not previously Jews and did not know the law, it would be mentioned in at least one epistle. However, no one in the New Testament is taught to tithe.
In Acts 15:5 some Pharisees wanted the apostles to teach the Gentiles the Jewish law (which included tithing) but the apostles said no (Acts15:28-29). This was during the Council of Jerusalem. Tithing appears again in the New Testament in Hebrews, chapter 7. The writer of Hebrews tells believers that the entire priesthood system from the Old Testament has been replaced by the high priesthood of Jesus and the individual priesthood of every Christian. Hebrews writes about the uselessness of tithing to illustrate how the old laws governing the priesthood are abolished. Hebrews talks about how Abram tithed to Melchizedek and how we used to pay tithes to the Levi priests, but it says that Jesus came to cancel that old system and now you just need Him to get to God.
Read the next two sets of scriptures below and then read Hebrews 7 in your own bible:
Yes, the old system of priesthood based on family lines was canceled because it didn’t work. Hebrews 7:18 (TLB)
…so much the more also Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant. Hebrews 7:22 (NASB)
I also recommend you read all of Galatians chapters 3-5 where Paul rebukes the Galatians for following the old Jewish law. In fact, Paul says:
For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. Galatians 3:10
Paul tells the Galatians that if they obey the Jewish law to stay in right standing with God, they have to obey all of the law or they are cursed. If you tithe 10% of your income so you will remain in right standing with God so you won’t be “cursed with a curse,” aren’t you as guilty as the Galatians? Paul still isn’t finished with his reprimand, read the next two sets of scriptures:
Galatians 3:19-20 (TLB) Well then, why were the laws given? They were added after the promise was given, to show men how guilty they are of breaking God’s laws. But this system of law was to last only until the coming of Christ, the Child to who God’s promise was made.(And there is this further difference. God gave his laws to angels to give to Moses, who then gave them to the people; but when God gave his promise to Abraham, he did it by himself alone, without angels or Moses as go-betweens.)
Galatians 5:1 (TLB) So Christ has made us free. Now make sure that you stay free and don’t get tied up again in the chains of slavery to Jewish laws and ceremonies.
Paul finishes off his lecture in Galatians by saying:
Galatians 5:18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.
In the New Testament we are not under the Jewish law but under grace and God has already provided everything you need through his son Jesus Christ.
Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.
Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:
So think about when your child needs something, do they have to give you money so you will give them what they need or want? When they start working, do you demand they give you ten percent of your income? If they don’t give it to you, do you curse them with a curse? No! You even give your child provision when they don’t ask. Doesn’t that line up with New Testament scripture? Philippians 4:19 tells us God will supply all of our needs! Your child may have to mature before you will give them some things, but don’t you freely provide for their needs and even some of their wants? Read the next two sets of scriptures…
1 Timothy 5:8 But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.
2 Thessalonians 3:10-15 (NIV) For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “If a man will not work, he shall not eat.” We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat. And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him. Do not associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed.Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.
In Thessalonians, Paul commanded people to “earn the bread they eat” and if someone did not, they were told not to associate with them. I used to work management in retail stores for several years and it was very disturbing to watch as employees would do as little as possible to get by. They would sneak out the back while they were on the clock and talk on their cell phones. I have also caught some stealing and standing around complaining, trying harder not to work than to work. Unfortunately, the majority of these people were young. What is scary about that is if this generation is irresponsible, what is the generation behind them going to be like? As a Christian you should have a spirit of excellence on you wherever you go and whatever you do. I have sat in numerous church services where work ethic was not preached. In fact, the message I would get was that if you just gave money to their ministry God would bless you. I never heard the other half of the message that God blesses those who work! There are some real hardship cases, I have been one. And of course, you should help people in hard times. I love helping others. The bible is very clear though, “Those who don’t work, shouldn’t eat.” and “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” The successful people I know work very hard, while the unsuccessful are typically lazy and lack concentration. You have to focus on your goal if you want to succeed in life. You also have to stick to your plan for it to produce the results you want. I have heard of a few good miracles of financial blessings here and there like a promotion at work or some extra money coming in, but not the kind that “their storehouses can’t hold.” People who don’t serve God get promotions at work and extra money coming in too sometimes. Usually the only really big financial miracles I have heard about were from the people who were on the receiving end of the tithes being offered. By the way, if you pay taxes, some of that tax money goes to help people in need. It is called welfare and the taxes we have already been paying go to fund it. Please use the wisdom and common sense God gave you and be an excellent steward of the money God has blessed you with! I am ashamed to say that I used to chase money and I desired the approval of others over the approval of God.
The real champions in this world are the ones who decide that helping others is the right way to go instead of manipulating people to make more money. Real heroes are the people who choose to do what is right despite the opposition. I am truly sorry for all of the years that I idolized the wealthy and famous. I apologize for being a fraudulent Christian who only cared about how big my own bank account was. I am sorry for the times I gave part of my income to the church because I was afraid God would curse me and I wouldn’t receive the approval of the congregation and my pastor if I didn’t. I believe love truly is a choice and just like a muscle, the more that you use it the bigger it gets. I admire the men and women of God who despite persecution have truly given their lives to the service of others in the name of Jesus Christ. Since there are so many people out there with legitimate needs, you must be led by the Holy Spirit when you help others. If you help someone out of your own human compassion and not the leading of God’s Spirit within you, you could actually be hurting the very person you want to help by enabling their bad behavior. You also want to be very careful giving your money to just any church or “Christian” organization. Some “Christian” churches are perpetuating false doctrines, such as homosexuals in the clergy and/or homosexual marriages which is a forbidden practice in the bible (1 Cor 6:9 & Rom 1). If the parishioners of these churches would stop giving their financial support to these “Christian” churches, these monstrosities would die out. True love is doing the right thing, not tolerating the wrong.
For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. 1 Corinthians 9:19
Paul writes in Corinthians about his freedom from the power of men. He is a servant to men, but he is free from their control. Unfortunately, I have attended several churches where you were not allowed to be involved in the choir or usher or any of the other helps ministries unless you gave their church at least 10% of your income. Is this biblical? Is this the right thing to do? According to the bible, you are not supposed to associate with people who call themselves Christians and are in sexual sin, greedy, worships idols, are abusive, get drunk or swindle people. In fact, you are not even supposed to eat with someone like that (1 Cor 5:9-11)!
When I wrote to you before, I told you not to associate with people who indulge in sexual sin. But I wasn’t talking about unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or who are greedy or are swindlers or idol worshipers. You would have to leave this world to avoid people like that. What I meant was that you are not to associate with anyone who claims to be a Christian yet indulges in sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships idols, or is abusive, or a drunkard, or a swindler. Don’t even eat with such people. 1 Corinthians 5:9-11 (NLT)
In 1 Corinthians, Paul says nothing about how much money that a Christian gives to a church or organization as a requirement to be involved in Christian activities with other Christians. In fact, here are the New Testament biblical requirements for church leadership:
If anyone wants to provide leadership in the church, good! But there are preconditions: A leader must be well-thought-of, committed to his wife, cool and collected, accessible, and hospitable. He must know what he’s talking about, not be over fond of wine, not pushy but gentle, not thin-skinned, not money-hungry. He must handle his own affairs well, attentive to his own children and having their respect. For if someone is unable to handle his own affairs, how can he take care of God’s church? He must not be a new believer, lest the position go to his head and the Devil trip him up. Outsiders must think well of him, or else the Devil will figure out a way to lure him into his trap. The same goes for those who want to be servants in the church: serious, not deceitful, not too free with the bottle, not in it for what they can get out of it. They must be reverent before the mystery of the faith, not using their position to try to run things. 1 Timothy 3:19(MSG)
Hmm… I would think if it was important a church leader tithed it would be in these scriptures. However no where in the New Testament does it state that church leadership has to be a tither to be in leadership. For the record, I think it would be very easy for a “wolf in sheep’s clothing” to infiltrate the churches who put more emphasis on whether or not someone tithes and is willing to do helps ministries than on a persons character. Also, I hear plenty of churches teaching that you are in sin if you don’t tithe, but they don’t mention staying out of real sin. They will teach about God’s judgment and disapproval on people who don’t tithe, but they refuse to acknowledge or preach about His judgment on sin. The message conveyed is this: God loves you and you live under His grace, unless you don’t tithe of course, and then your finances will fail. Did you know that in the New Testament, if you are in sexual sin, you really do come under the judgment of God? Read the next two sets of scriptures:
Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.
Colossians 3:4 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience.
Now back at the beginning of this chapter, I told you that Luke and I hit the carpet seeking God for an answer to our financial ills. One day when I was on my knees in our small living room, before I did the above study, the Lord simply asked me a question, “Where did I tell Christians to tithe in my New Testament?” The question the Lord asked was confusing because I figured tithing had to be in the New Testament somewhere since the only thing Luke and I had ever been taught was to tithe. But, Luke also in his separate prayer time had heard from the Lord to stop tithing too and he was still praying to make sure he wasn’t being deceived. Apparently we both waited a while to bring the subject up, but one night when we were having dinner, I let him know what I believed the Lord had revealed to me. He told me he had heard the same thing from the Lord and we were both relieved. Why? Because when we were engaged we prayed that on big decisions in our lives the Lord would let us both know separately so we could confirm the Lord’s leading from one another. Since the thought process of not tithing was out of our paradigm, it took us several months of study and prayer for our minds to be fully changed.
Charitable donations
So what does the New Testament say about giving? Let’s start in the beginning with Acts chapter 2:
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the LORD our God shall call. And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. And all that believed were together, and had all things common; And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. Acts 2:38-27
I believe these scriptures in Acts 2 describe God’s heart about giving. We are to share with one another and enjoy meals and worship God together. Let’s read what Jesus says about your “worldly resources”:
I tell you, use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends. In this way, your generosity stores up a reward for you in heaven.” Unless you are faithful in small matters, you won’t be faithful in large ones. If you cheat even a little, you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities. And if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of heaven? And if you are not faithful with other people’s money, why should you be trusted with money of your own? “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” The Pharisees, who dearly loved their money, naturally scoffed at all this. Luke 16:10-14 (NLT)
Jesus does not mince words, “You cannot serve both God and money” He also tells you to use your “worldly resources” to benefit others and if you are irresponsible with money he can’t trust you with the true riches of heaven.
Riches: greek-(ploutos)- abundance of external possessions.
2 Corinthians 8:9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.
Yes, in the above verse, Jesus became poor so you could have an abundance of external possessions. And if you read 1 Corinthians below, you find out in the New Testament, ALL THINGS belong to you.
For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God For it is written, “He is THE ONE WHO CATCHES THE WISE IN THEIR CRAFTINESS”; and again, “THE LORD KNOWS THE REASONINGS of the wise, THAT THEY ARE USELESS.” So then let no one boast in men For all things belong to you,whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come; all things belong to you, and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God. 1 Corinthians 3:19-23 (NASB)
The verse below in 1 Thessalonians is one of my personal favorites because I used to attend a church where several parishioners would try to “speak into my life” without knowing me and then talk behind my back when I wouldn’t take their advice. Paul tells the church in Thessalonians to mind their own business and do their own work so they would not have to depend on others to pay their bills:
This should be your ambition: to live a quiet life, minding your own business and doing your own work, just as we told you before. As a result, people who are not Christians will trust and respect you, and you will not need to depend on others for enough money to pay your bills. 1 Thess 4:11,12 (TLB)
Apostle Paul says:
Don’t you realize that God told those working in his temple to take for their own needs some of the food brought there as gifts to him? And those who work at the altar of God get a share of the food that is brought by those offering it to the Lord. In the same way the Lord has given orders that those who preach the Gospel should be supported by those who accept it. Yet I have never asked you for one penny. And I am not writing this to hint that I would like to start now. In fact, I would rather die of hunger than lose the satisfaction I get from preaching to you without charge. 1 Corinthians 9:13-15 (TLB)
Paul said he personally did not ask for money when he preached but he did tell the church in Corinth they should support those who preached the gospel to them. This means it is right to support your pastor and those who preach the gospel to you. Being a Pastor is a job and your Pastor has the right to take a salary. Plus, those church buildings we use aren’t free.
So do televangelists just want your money? A few may, but most probably do want to spread the gospel. I know from experience that on two separate occasions during some pressing times, I e-mailed two different famous and internationally known TV preachers asking for prayer for my problem. I was not a monthly partner, nor had I written any books yet and they had no idea who I was. One wrote my husband and I back a very long and encouraging personal letter and the other one wrote me a heartfelt letter that I know they put some considerable time into. This Minster also sent me a tape series free of charge that specifically dealt with that area of my life. Both times I was shocked, because usually when I would e-mail prayer requests in, I would get the customary automatic response, nothing personal like those two did. I was very impressed and they did not ask me to support their ministry in any way.
If we are living now by the Holy Spirit’s power, let us follow the Holy Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives. Galatians 5:25 (TLB)
I cannot stress enough in this book that in every area of your life, including finances, you must be led by the Holy Spirit. If you do not know how, read the book How to be led by the Spirit of God by Kenneth E. Hagin. I have read that book several times through and every time I do I get something new out of it.
* * *
Jesus talks about in Matthew about giving and it is not always money, let’s read on…
When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. Matthew 25:31-46
From the above scriptures you can see what God wants you to do with some of your abundance when you are filled with the Holy Spirit. According to Jesus, some of the works of the righteous (sheep) is ministering to the hungry, strangers, naked, sick and the ones in prison. It is very easy to help feed the hungry and clothe strangers because all you have to do is donate to one of the multitudes of non-profit organizations out there and they will do it for you. We really have no excuse! Don’t get trapped in the bondage of guilt, you can’t help everybody, but you can ask the Lord to reveal to you who and how you can help. After realizing that Jesus is talking to “the righteous” in this parable I quickly became worried that I hadn’t helped enough people. The Lord soon dispelled those fears when He whispered this to my spirit “One of the ways you will know if I’ve called you to do something, is that you will have the provision to do it.” Isn’t that a relief?
So if God is calling you to help feed or clothe someone, he will provide the means necessary for you to help that person. You will feel inner joy when you help, not relief from a burden of guilt. Remember, in the New Testament you are supposed to be led by the Holy Spirit, not man! Please don’t let the outside pressures of this world conform you to something other than the image of Christ. Also the scriptures say to “love your neighbor as yourself” Neighbor actually means “the one closest to you.” So know that the people you are already called to help are those closest to you, and of course only if they need and want it.
Signs of a Believer
Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” Mark 16:14-18 (NKJV)
In the above passage of scripture, Jesus said these signs shall follow them that believe:
1.) They will cast out devils
2.) They will speak with new tongues
3.) They shall take up serpents and if they drink anything deadly it shall not hurt them. (this doesn’t mean test God by playing with poisonous snakes and drinking poison, it means if you accidentally get bitten or drink something poisonous you can claim His protection!)
4.) They shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover
Notice the sign of having a lot of disposable income following you is not mentioned. On the other hand, if you are truly a believer are these signs following you? I believe you need to spend time with God seeking Him as to what His plan is for your finances. Find out from Him what your purpose is here on earth.
No one is perfect and that is why you are supposed to follow Jesus and not man. Man is going to mess up, I know I have many times. Most Pastors learn false doctrine from their pastor and it has been passed down for years. My first pastor, who was a great man, and wanted only the best for me, taught me to tithe. When I led people to Christ, I used to teach them to tithe and I never questioned the doctrine because everyone else was tithing. Looking back now, I realize that I had no real authority to teach people to tithe so that “God would open up the windows of heaven and pour them out a blessing they wouldn’t have room enough to receive” since my finances were a huge mess and every other month I had to believe God for my bills to get paid. The reason I was having a problem paying all my bills is because my money was going to the church. Who was I to stop their growth by paying my bills instead of paying my tithe? I sure didn’t want to rob God! Forget the fact I had made a previous promise to the electric company to pay for the electricity they had already given me! Nevertheless, God in His mercy would always answer my prayers and the money would come in! No wonder He calls us sheep! I sure am glad He looks at the heart, aren’t you? I don’t believe that all preachers want is your money. I know there are a few bad apples out there, but there are a lot more true servants of God who really want to see you succeed.
* * *
Let’s read the story of the lady with her two mites…
Then in the audience of all the people he said unto his disciples, Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robes, and love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in the synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts; Which devour widows’ houses, and for a shew make long prayers: the same shall receive greater damnation. And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury. And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites. And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all: For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had. Luke 20:45-47 & Luke21:1-4
Have you heard a sermon on the above scriptures in relation to financial giving? _______
What were you taught, or what do you believe is the message Jesus is trying to get across to his audience?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Those scriptures were from the King James Version of the bible. Here are the same scriptures from The Message Bible:
With everybody listening, Jesus spoke to his disciples. "Watch out for the religion scholars. They love to walk around in academic gowns, preen in the radiance of public flattery, bask in prominent positions, sit at the head table at every church function. And all the time they are exploiting the weak and helpless. The longer their prayers, the worse they get. But they'll pay for it in the end." Just then he looked up and saw the rich people dropping offerings in the collection plate. Then he saw a poor widow put in two pennies. He said, "The plain truth is that this widow has given by far the largest offering today. All these others made offerings that they'll never miss; she gave extravagantly what she couldn't afford—she gave her all!" Luke 20:45-47 & Luke21:1-4 (MSG)
Now in these scriptures, Jesus is warning people about religious leaders who use their position to exploit others. As he looked up from teaching this, he actually saw a widow cast in all of her money. She was a perfect example to what he was trying to teach at that moment in time, about religious leaders “which devour widows’ houses.” Believe it or not, I have heard this scripture somehow turned around to teach that you should give the church money out of your lack. There is no where in this scripture that says or even implies that you should give out of your need. I wanted to bring these scriptures to light in case you have heard the same teaching. If you have, please reread the scriptures several times over and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you the meaning.
Sermon on the Mound
30Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again.
31And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.
32For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them.
33And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same.
34And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again.
35But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.
36Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.
37Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:
38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.
Luke 6:30-38
In Jesus’ sermon on the mound, he encouraged people to love others and to have a giving attitude. Does verse 38, mean give away your money to the church? Since Jesus isn’t specific here we can only assume that he could be talking about a lot of things including judging others and forgiveness since he mentions it in the scripture directly above. You have to realize that we are the ones who broke the bible up into separate verses. When you read the sermon on the mound, you need to consider Jesus’ entire speech.
I remember the intense pain and loneliness of praying for a financial miracle with none in sight. I know the embarrassment of having a check returned from my church because of insufficient funds. I even know what it is like to have a letter from the church saying that your credit card was declined from insufficient funds when you tried to pay for a conference the church was holding and since you did attend the conference they would like their money please. I know because I received those letters in the mail on the same day from the same church with not enough money in my bank account to pay them back. My husband and I know what it is like to get a certified letter from the IRS saying that if you did not pay them within 10 days they would put a levy on you. We have also had to live off credit cards and then consolidate them because we couldn’t afford to pay the monthly note. I understand personally what it is like to want desperately to do the right thing and pay your debtors but have no way to do it. I know what it is like to be a good Christian and try to do the right thing every step of the way but for some reason you’ve fallen into a pit and cannot climb your way out. These events I have been describing to you throughout this book did not just happen in a one or two month season in my life, no it happened for several years with almost no breaks. I remember Luke and I asking different Christians to pray for us, and the only thing that they would say is “Do you tithe?” and quote Malachi 3:8-10 to us as if that was the solution to all of our financial ills. That really hurt especially since we had tithed for many years and tried just about everything our Pastors and guest speakers had told us to do concerning money and we still saw almost no relief. We have been treated by some Christians as outcasts and sometimes like we were horrible sinners when our finances were lacking. At one time, Luke and I did not have a home church for about two years because we were so disenchanted by the way we were treated. We now know most people don’t really want to hear about your problems and that you need to “keep up the game face” if you want to be accepted in their church cliques. I can tell you from personal experience and from plenty of stories that other Christians have told me, giving your money to a church or relief fund does not cure your financial problems, only following the leading of the Holy Spirit does. I really appreciate now that I am older, how my parents made sure all of my material needs were met. My step dad worked hard running his own business which allowed my mom to stay home and raise us. My parents are very well off financially and very atheist. They do not give money away to any churches or any other nonprofit organization and they never have. As a child, my brothers and I had wonderful Christmas’ with lots of candy and gifts. We had great birthday parties too. My parents worked hard to pay for all of our extracurricular activities and my mom stayed busy hauling us around to all of them and making sure she stayed involved. My step dad started work early in the morning so that he could come home in the afternoon to spend time with us after school. I know my parents went through some hard financial times, especially in the 1980’s when the city of Houston went through an economical crunch, but we never went without. It really pains my spirit when I watch good, hard working people go to church on Sundays to receive relief from the pressures of daily life only to have additional burdens placed upon them by the preacher to give up more of their hard earned money. You have a responsibility to pay your creditors and support your family. In the New Testament, all God requires of your finances is that you are led by His Holy Spirit. Out of your love for God, the needs of your family should be met and only after they are taken care of, out of your abundance, you should help take care of the needs of others as the Lord directs. You should support your local church and help meet your Pastor’s needs (1 Cor 9:13-15), but pray and ask the Lord how he wants you to help. Because I now have my own family, I realize how hard it is sometimes to make ends meet and support a family. It is a really tough world out there and laziness is not an option. One of the many things I learned through these trying years of lack, was the depth of my disloyalty and my terrible aversion to pain. Even though I tried hard to be a good wife, and for the most part, I was, I had my faults too. I wanted out of this fire so bad I was almost willing to walk out on my husband a few times. Our fights were big. I was desperate for a resolution and after the first two times he was fired, I was losing hope. Three more lost jobs after those, not including mine, and I was at the end of my rope. I blamed Luke, blamed God and at one point I was so mad at the Holy One I thought about renouncing His son. It grieves me now to realize the depth of my selfishness. But, by His grace and mercy, I never left Luke for more than a few hours and always came home before dark. And because of His grace, in my darkest hour, I held on to faith and didn’t let go of my Jesus. And yes, some of my behavior may sound shocking to you, especially if you read my previous book, Where’s my mate?, but know that I am sometimes riddled with doubts, fears, and disappointment. And like you, I too have to stand, with God, against them. Tears course down my face as I write this, appreciative, and honored that God, despite what I am not, brought Luke and I to where we are today. And the greatest lesson I learned from all of this, was gratefulness. Now when Luke and I pray over a meal, I thank God that we can afford it. When I pay the bills, I thank God that we have the money to pay them. When I pass a bus stop, I thank God for my car, because I remember standing in pouring down rain waiting for the next ride or walking in the scorching heat or waiting several hours stuck somewhere till someone could come get me. What most people come to expect as the norm, I see as miracles and great gifts.
Abraham’s Covenant
This is what God personally promised Abram in the Old Testament.
and said, "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me." Genesis 22:16-18 (NIV)
Do you believe that Abraham’s blessing belongs to you? ________
Why or why not?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
* * *
As you can see from the next few scriptures, the blessing of Abraham belongs to us as believers. I used to hear teachings on this telling me I should be as wealthy as Abraham because I was Abraham’s seed. The only problem with this was that I saw very few financially wealthy Christians and almost none with the kind of wealth Abraham had. I also noticed that Jesus Christ is a direct descendent of Abraham, but there is no mention of him having that kind of wealth while he was on earth. In fact, there is no mention of Peter or Paul having that kind of wealth when they were serving our Lord. So I really started studying because if God’s word is true, then we should see it at work in the life of believers. Let’s start by reading Genesis and then Galatians…
Genesis 22:18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.
Galatians 3:6-19 (NIV) Consider Abraham: “He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
7 Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham.
8 The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.”
9 So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.
10 All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.”
11 Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, because, “The righteous will live by faith.”
12 The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, “The man who does these things will live by them.”
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”
14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.
15 Brothers, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or add to a human covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case.
16 The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ.
17 What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the promise.
18 For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer depends on a promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise.
19 What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come. The law was put into effect through angels by a mediator.
20 A mediator, however, does not represent just one party; but God is one.
I want you to notice in verse Galatians 3:16 that the promise was made to Abraham’s seed not seeds. In the same verse the bible tells you that the seed is Christ. Read the next three sets of scriptures:
Galatians 3:29 And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
Romans 4:13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.
Galatians 3:16 (AMP) Now the promises (covenants, agreements) were decreed and made to Abraham and his Seed (his Offspring, his Heir). He [God] does not say, And to seeds (descendants, heirs), as if referring to many persons, but, And to your Seed (your Descendant, your Heir), obviously referring to one individual, Who is [none other than] Christ (the Messiah).
In Galatians 3 verse 29 you read that if you belong to Christ, then you are the result of the promise to Abraham about a multitude of descendents and an heir to the promise of Christ. Romans 4:13 also says the promise was to Abraham and his seed not seeds. In Galatians 3:16 Paul again states that the promise of Abraham was to his child, not children and the promise is of course, Christ. If you have Christ, then you have Abraham’s blessing!
Through a relationship with Christ you are blessed with the ability to have what God has ordained you to have and do what He has called you to do. You are already blessed! You receive financial blessings from God simply by asking Him for them the same way you ask for salvation and everything else He has promised you. When you asked God to forgive you of all of your sins, He forgave you didn’t He? Why would you think asking Him for a higher paying job or a business idea would be any different?
Crown of Thorns
Genesis 3:17-19 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
Matthew 27:29 And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!
The Lord revealed to me that when Jesus took the crown of thorns upon his head during his crucifixion, he took the sting of the curse off the earth that God had placed on it in Genesis. He showed me you receive freedom from the curse the same way you receive salvation. He also told me anytime there was financial lack, it was the devil, not Him causing the problem. He also revealed to me I already had authority over the devil and I needed to use it concerning poverty. I told my husband and we bound the spirit of poverty in Jesus’ name and told it to leave our house and never come back. Very soon afterwards Luke was offered a higher paying job with much better benefits! He didn’t even look for the job, it came to him! In fact, it practically chased him down!
Let’s talk about a fine point: what is the source of your faith? I believe if you ask God with His faith in you for a financial blessing you can have it. Using your faith to ask God for something can only get you so far. You need God to drop His faith in your spirit for something so that it can produce results that overcome the world. Jesus made an interesting comment when he said He only did what He saw the Father doing. You cannot muster up God’s faith for something in you, it has to be given to you by Him. Ask Him to reveal to you what He has given you faith for concerning financial profitability and then go in that direction. That kind of faith is a knowing in your spirit, the same kind of knowing that confirms you are saved and on your way to heaven.
I believe trying to coerce God to bless you financially because you give into the offering bucket at church shows a lack of true charity. What happened to the pure motive of love? I bet you are wondering, if it is so obvious that tithing is not God’ plan in the New Testament era, then why are so many people teaching otherwise? Probably because someone taught them and they never questioned it. I do think that a lot of people give money not because they are greedy and want a whole bunch of money, but because they think nothing bad will happen to them financially if they do. Kind of like a safety net. I used to believe that too, but I was also very greedy. God showed me how to truly receive safety from Him. It is in Psalm 91.
Psalm 91:1,2 He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.
Did you see that? If you dwell in the secret place of God you will abide under His shadow. Psalm 91:2 says God will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the noisome pestilence. He didn’t say the fowler would never show up, He just said He would deliver you from Him if you abide in Him. Guess what else happens if you abide in Him? Read on:
Psalm 91:4-16 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet. Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name. He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him. With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.
Wow! All that for putting your trust in God and abiding in Him. Before my husband goes off to work in the morning, I usually say a blessing over him and one of the blessings I use is Psalm 91. Here is another one:
Psalm 112 (NIV) Praise the LORD. Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who finds great delight in his commands. His children will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed. Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures forever. Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, for the gracious and compassionate and righteous man. Good will come to him who is generous and lends freely, who conducts his affairs with justice. Surely he will never be shaken; a righteous man will be remembered forever. He will have no fear of bad news; his heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. His heart is secure, he will have no fear; in the end he will look in triumph on his foes. He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor, his righteousness endures forever; his horn will be lifted high in honor. The wicked man will see and be vexed, he will gnash his teeth and waste away; the longings of the wicked will come to nothing.
Psalm 112 gives a great representation of God’s heart towards His people and what he wants for them. God blesses those who reverence and obey Him. It says wealth and riches are in his house. It also says good things will happen to God’s people who are generous and upright in their actions. I really believe it is God’s will to bless tremendously those who are His in all areas of their lives. “Commitment is the doorway to freedom.” These are the words that the Lord spoke to me after He gave me a dream concerning my fear of commitment regarding marriage. I have learned that what He spoke to me applies to every area of my life. There are a lot of Christians who are on the fence concerning their commitment to Christ. They believe if they become fully committed they will miss out on something. This is simply not true. I believe a lot of people pass over true healing and contentment in their lives because of their lack of dedication to Christ. The same thing applies to marriage. When you get rid of the attitude that you have to put on the old “ball and chain” when you get married it will make life go a lot easier for both of you. I had a problem with commitment in every area of my life. Friendships, romantic relationships, diets, jobs, school and just about everything else. I believed I was a free spirit who answered to no one. Before I was a Christian, I thought it was O.k. to have several boyfriends at one time and lie to all of them. I was a “player”-or so I thought. In reality I was lonely, frustrated, unhappy and looking for my purpose in life. Until I truly repented of my sins and made a real commitment to Christ, I was unable to really be loyal to anything or anyone substantial in my life. For you to fulfill your purpose, you must fully hand over your life to Christ and walk away from every hindrance that could obstruct your relationship with Him.
(This chapter is taken from Where’s my money? by Bethany K. Scanlon)
Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit Matthew 12:33
Something that will hold back a blessing from God is unforgiveness and not seeking peace with a fellow Christian (or anyone else) who has something against you.
But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing.
Matthew 5:22-26
I know in some circumstances that is impossible, but the Bible also says:
If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men Romans 12:18.
When strife with another person gets in your life, it creates havoc in other areas. Have you ever noticed that?
Where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work James 3:16.
If you are married, have you noticed when there is strife in your marriage, the strife will seep into other areas? It is very important to keep the peace as much as possible with the people around you. Did you know your negative thoughts and bad moods can create an atmosphere of strife around you? Keeping the peace around you does not mean allowing someone who is trying to usurp your authority to take it, or being a partaker of another man’s sin so you don’t stand out in a crowd (1 Timothy 5:22). That is not called keeping the peace, that is called compromise. Sometimes it is OK to keep your opinion to yourself or go the extra mile for someone. It is not your job to correct everybody. Developing good listening skills will really help. If someone is offended with you at work, try to make peace. Will an apology really hurt you? Is ignoring someone’s stupid remark about you really too much to bear? Don’t spread gossip, I know I have no room to talk in this area, but I have seen time and time again how my big mouth has hurt someone else. I used to get frustrated with my husband Luke when he would stop me from saying hurtful things about people behind their back. It is one thing to share your pain with someone in confidence, but something totally different when you are trying to ruin their reputation with a spirit of vengeance. God is not mocked, you will reap what you sow. I learned this the hard way.
Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting Galatians 6:7-8
My mouth has gotten me in a lot of trouble, more than I care to admit. I have poisoned many people against one another. Yes, people have hurt me and done wrong things to me, but that does not give me the right to seek vengeance, even if it is just with words.
And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye Matthew 7:3-5
Keep your promises. I have heard a lot of unbelievers complain that they didn’t like doing business with Christians or associating with Christians because of broken promises. Since we represent Christ, and He keeps His promises, so should we. The world has enough liars, as a Christian, you should not be one of them. I used to make flippant promises, but now I am very careful not to make promises I can’t keep. If I can’t keep a promise, I ask to be released from it. Sometimes it is hard because people will try to box you into making a promise or put false obligations on you, but you have to stand your ground and learn to say no. Know that your broken promises hurt other people. Don’t stand people up, don’t be late for work. Keep your wedding vows. If you are dating someone who wants marriage and you don’t, break it off. Get some integrity! A broken promise is a lie, and you know where liars go.
But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. Revelation 21:8
People are watching you and when you say one thing and do another, it only makes you look bad. Don’t complain that no one shows you respect if you don’t deserve it because of negligent actions. Since Luke wouldn’t listen to me bad-mouth someone, I learned (but am still not perfected) to take my hurt and pain about a negative situation to God first. God sometimes tells me to apologize to the other person, or sometimes He has let me know to stay away from them. Isn’t it better to have a life full of peace than to be in strife with others? The Bible says “faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God.” The Word of God is extremely important. How did you get saved? You heard the Word, you acted on it, and the next thing you knew, you had God’s Spirit within you. Let’s take a Bible promise like healing. Read the following scriptures out loud:
But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5).
They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover Mark 16:18
Do you believe what the Bible says? Repeat these scriptures over and over until you become pregnant with them in your heart, and then act them out. If someone you know is sick, and they will let you, read them the healing scriptures and lay hands on them for healing. When they get healed (sometimes it is instant, sometimes it is step by step) you manifested a promise of God. Make a list of scriptures that support what you want to believe God for. Speak them out loud and meditate on those scriptures every day till you see the manifestation of the promise in your life. If there is an instruction associated with the promise, do what it says. Please don’t pick and choose scriptures out of context. Ask the Holy Spirit to lead and guide you as to what scriptures fit what you are believing God for. You can’t expect God to bless something He never told you was rightfully yours.
Remember to study these scriptures and speak them out every day, several times a day, till you birth out the promise associated with them. If God speaks a word to your spirit, write it down, keep a journal. Ask God what your part is if He has given you a personal word. Don’t try to make something come to pass before the appointed time. Timing is key in walking out God’s promise for your life. God’s promise in your life is a personal covenant with Him you can rely on if things start getting rocky. Luke and I have learned that before we buy a car, move, get a new job, or anything of the like, we wait on God’s leading. Why? Because ultimately God has to pay for what He orders.
One time when our finances were down, I got a second job at a retail clothing store. My first day was miserable, everything went wrong. My boss asked me to do something simple, and I had so much confusion hit me I couldn’t even do the simple thing I was asked to do. I snuck off to the bathroom and asked the Lord to please give me the grace to get through the day. And He did. When I walked out of the bathroom, I finished the assignment in record time. At my primary job, my sales mysteriously started drying up, and I was the top salesperson! Finally, a couple of weeks later when I couldn’t stand the lack of sales any longer, I said, “God, what is wrong? He said, “I never told you to get a second job.” I knew I had to quit. I was quite embarrassed since I had just started, but I chose to obey and quit. The next day at work, I suddenly started selling again.
When God tells you to do something, or buy something like a house, and the mortgage is due, you have a covenant right to ask Him for the finances to pay for it. Since He told you to do it, you can come before Him with a clear conscience knowing you are in His will. I remember being at a sales job that God told me to work at and the atmosphere being very hostile. The manager gave me the job, telling me that I would be promoted to a manager position in a month. One day she took me into the office and said, “I have decided to promote someone else instead of you.” When I went home and told my husband, he placed his hand on my head and said, “I bless you and God blesses you that you will get promoted and be the top salesperson there.” The next day it was like a light switch went off. The manager took me back into the office, told me she had changed her mind and how much would I like to make an hour? She gave me more than I asked for. After that, almost every month, I was the top salesperson or at least in the top three. Customers would just walk up to me, point to a product and tell me they wanted to purchase it. It started happening constantly. Since Luke is the head of the household, he has authority to bless me and watch it come to pass. Parents have the same authority over their children. If you have spoken curses over your spouse or children, you need to ask God to forgive you and break the power of those words in Jesus’ name before you bless them. You should also apologize for your bad behavior. I have fallen on my face and I have succeeded walking with God, so I know how to tell when something is of God or not. My mistakes have cost me time and money. The good news is that God has asked me to write this book to help you avoid the same mistakes. If you benefit from this book, it means my failures didn’t go to waste! I cannot stress enough how important it is to be intimate with God on a regular basis, to birth something in your life from Him. A marriage is supposed to represent your relationship with Christ. When a married couple is intimate, they produce a child. When you spend time with God, you also should produce children out of that relationship. Are you producing fruit from your relationship with God? After you have assurance in your heart of what God has told you to do, the next step is to write down the promise.
And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. Habakkuk 2:2
Now set your face like flint towards the goal and refuse to look back (Isaiah 50:6-8)! Something else I want to bring up that can stop your life from being fruitful is a spirit of intimidation. At one time I attended a church that preached you should be under spiritual authority at all times. What they meant was that you had to hook up with a leader in the church and they were to become your spiritual father. To be a good Christian and obey the Lord like I was told, I came under submission to a spiritual father and did what he told me to do. The big problem here—God would tell me to do something and I would tell my spiritual father and he would tell me if it was God or not. The attitude of the church was that if you did not do what your “spiritual father” said, you were in disobedience to authority and in sin.
After a while, the Lord moved me out of the church (supposedly I hadn’t heard the Lord in that area either!) and I still was having some personal problems. I prayed and prayed and asked the Lord what the root cause was. One day when I was in the kitchen talking to Luke, the Spirit of God came upon me and I heard the Lord’s voice clearly say this to me:
“The reason you have not been able to get victory in (He named the problem) is because you call someone else father. I told you to never call anyone father but Me. Because of this, you get everything that man gets whether it is good or bad or meant for you or not. The sins of the father are passed to the children.” I never repented so fast in my life! You have to develop a personal relationship with Christ and learn to hear from God on your own. Learn to be led by the Holy Spirit.
And do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one Father, and he is in heaven Matthew 23:9
For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus 1 Timothy 2:5
There is nothing wrong with having a mentor, mentors are great and much needed, but there is a huge difference between coaching someone and exercising control over them. This man also tried to speak into my life and tell me what to do even after I was married to Luke. This is very unscriptural:
And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder Matthew 19:4-6
Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body Ephesians 5:22-23
Please, guard your personal relationship with Jesus and when you are married, to your spouse. As far as continuing to try to control your adult child, the Bible says children, not adults obey your parents. When your child is young, you are the voice of God to them. But, there comes a time when they have to learn to be led by the Holy Spirit.
Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Ephesians 6:1
Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. Colossians 3:20
Miracles of Jesus
And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach,And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils (Mark 3:14-15).
Notice it was the Lord who ordained the twelve apostles to preach, heal sickness, and cast out devils. He ordained them, then they stepped out and did it. What has God ordained you to do? Here are some things that He has already called you to do.
For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.
Matthew 25:35-40
You are ordained to help feed the hungry, provide shelter, provide clothing, visit the sick, and those in prisons. Please be led by the Holy Spirit when you do these things and use wisdom! Read what Jesus told His disciples in Mark 16:15-20 before He ascended to heaven:
15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;
18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.
19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.
20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.
Do you fit verse 16? Are you a believer who has been baptized? Are the signs in verses 17 and 18 following you? They should be. You need to start doing what God has already told you to do in His Word first. Guess what happens if you don’t use the gifts and talents He has given? Read on…
For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey. Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents.And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two. But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money. After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury. Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Matthew 25:14-30
Uh oh! Better get moving! Why did the last servant bury his talent? Because he was afraid! Where did the unprofitable servant end up? Into outer darkness! You need to make a choice right here and now—are you going to submit to a spirit of fear, or are you going to resist it and do what God called you to do anyway? The things you need to carry from God and see manifested in your life are as follows:
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A word from the Lord (Scripture promise, prophecy, a word you received in prayer).
Wisdom and instruction.
Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth Proverbs 4:5
<ul type="disc">
Faith in God’s ability to do what He said He would do.
Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil Proverbs 3:5-7
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A vision of the completed project in your heart and mind. Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he (Prov. 29:18).
The Lord’s timing. Make sure you have God’s timing on when something is supposed to happen. God has a specific timing for everything and your either procrastinating or pushing ahead too fast can cause major damage.
The Lord’s plan. Always pray and seek God and get His plan first if you want things to go smoothly. I wouldn’t bother going even one step forward without seeking His guidance first.
Avoidance of negative company. Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men (Proverbs 4:14).
READ THESE TWO SCRIPTURES OUT LOUD!
Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding. He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot.
Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee Proverbs 9:6-8
Bad company will drain you of the peace of God. The people who are close to you need to be encouraging and supportive. They don’t always have to agree with you, but be careful not to hang out too much with people who are condemning and critical. Birds of a feather really do flock together and their critical, judgmental spirit will jump on you if you are not careful. Choose your close friends wisely and use discernment when taking advice from anyone. You always receive the promise through prayer and obedience to what the Lord is instructing you to do. For someone to bear fruit in their lives, they need to know Jesus is the vine. They need to be hooked up to Jesus to produce fruit that will remain (John 15:16). An unbeliever can produce fruit, but it is not eternal fruit. Is Jesus your vine? If so, the first commandment is not a problem in your life.
Thou shalt have no other gods before me (Exodus 20:3).
Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. Matthew 22:36-38
You may be a famous singer now, but after you die how did what you sing produce eternal fruit? Did your songs help break bondages off people so they could continue to walk in the destiny God has for them? Or did your songs promote sins that eventually led to death? Examine your life right now: what are you doing that is producing good fruit? Are you doing anything that is producing bad fruit? I suggest you judge yourself now before you leave this life and stand before the judgment seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10). Again, you must commit everything you do and everything you are, including your talents, to Him. True commitment to Christ is how the bad fruit will stop being produced in your life. Do not despise wise, godly counsel. Ask the Lord to heal you. A life without knowing what God put you on this earth to do is no life at all. Seek the Lord now while there is still time, He will fill your spirit with His plan for your life.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. Galatians 5:22-26
Let’s talk about self-discipline. Mmmm … not your favorite subject, eh? Me neither. I have your typical outgoing personality, one that loves adventure with no schedules. Guess what? If you lack self-control, as in your eating habits, where will that lead you? I know exactly where it leads you. I was a professional yo-yo dieter. I have gone up and down in my weight plenty of times. No fun and plenty of embarrassment. I used to make excuses for my terrible eating habits: I am upset/depressed … I don’t like veggies … obesity runs in my family, etc. I prayed one day and asked the Lord to reveal to me what the root cause of my gluttony was, and do you know what He told me? Laziness. Ouch! I thought He was going to tell me I had some deep, unmet emotional need or a demon or something earth-shattering. He also told me that the reason I yo-yo dieted was because I was double-minded about losing weight and keeping it off. So I started monitoring my thought life and was shocked at the amount of thoughts I allowed to dominate my mind.
During prayer one afternoon, I asked God to heal all of my emotions. This is what He said: “Your emotions are self-healing, they follow your thoughts.” The scripture from Philippians 4:8 (Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things) came to my mind when I heard that. If you want to do something born of the Spirit you must discipline yourself to do what it takes to achieve the vision. God gave me a promise for this book, but it did not just materialize. I had to write it, publish it, and take the other necessary steps to see it in print. I had to turn off my TV and get to work. Stop letting your emotions and body dictate where your life is going!
When God does impregnate you with a promise, there will be a waiting period. I know it’s hard sometimes not to get anxious, but you don’t want to give birth to your promise too early. Don’t try to speed up the delivery of God’s promise in your life. Timing is very important. When it is time to give birth to the promise, you will have some labor pains, of course, the really painful ones are right before delivery. Don’t try to force things to happen. Practice being balanced. Don’t be so lazy God can’t use you, but don’t be so pushy you miss God’s timing on things. If you want to get pregnant with a personal promise from God, pray and ask Him to give you a personal promise. His personal promises to you in His Word need to be meditated on and spoken by you so you can give birth to those too.
For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes. A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh. Luke 6:43-45
Born of God
According to the scripture verse below, what will overcome the world?
__________________________________________________________
For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world,even our faith 1 John 5:4.
Financially speaking, how are you doing?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Are you where you want to be financially? __________
Are all of your financial needs met? ___________
If you answered “no” to either one or both of the above questions, why not?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
* * *
Only what is born of God will overcome the world,nothing else. The Lord revealed to me that unbelievers cannot do anything born of the Spirit because their spirit man is unregenerate. He showed me that the Old Testament represents the flesh, and the New Testament represents the Spirit. The ultimate story that illustrates something born of the Spirit is the impregnation of the Virgin Mary and the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. God is spirit and He will drop His seed (promise) into your spirit, but you have to want it. You have to be born of God, with a personal relationship with Christ. Spirit begets spirit and flesh begets flesh. You must have the Spirit of God within you. In the Old Testament, we were led by the law, but in the New Testament you are led by the Spirit.
For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law Galatians 5:17-18.
An excellent example of something born of the Spirit is when Paul had a vision of a man from Macedonia asking him to come to Macedonia to help them. When Paul traveled to Macedonia, he met a woman named Lydia, who allowed Paul to lead her and her family to Christ. In that town, he led a jailer and his family to Christ. Paul preached in Macedonia for several days and cast a spirit of divination out of a woman. Notice the pattern: God told Paul to go, he went, and the result was that people were led to Christ.
And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us. And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them. Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a straight course to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis; And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city of that part of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were in that city abiding certain days. And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted thither. And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us.
Acts 16:9-15
For God to release a new season in your life, there has to be a letting go or death of something old. You must also receive what God has for you, even if it doesn’t come packaged the way you thought it should. For something to change in your life, for God to birth out His plan and purpose through you, you must commit and release to Him every area of your life. Have you done that? I have watched many Christians complain that God isn’t moving in their life, but they refuse to sacrifice their old ways and habits, cut off hurtful relationships, and move forward with the Lord to receive His best. I have had several people ask me why I see so many answers to prayer, but they only see some here and there. That has an easy answer. I do not hold back. I will not hold on to old things and I really do press toward the mark. We are in a time where we can not retreat, we have to move forward and do what God has called us to do. When you hold back in fear, you are giving the enemy leeway in your life to do what he wants to. The bible says “the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force” (Matthew 11:12). The translation: Not everything will come easy to you and you must do your part. Doing something for God will cost you.
When I repented of sin at the Brownsville Revival in November 1997, I let it go and didn’t look back. Every day I have to condition myself to turn away from unproductive habits and behaviors. I am not afraid to walk away from people, cities, jobs, money, tradition, churches, superstition, or anything or anyone that could or would hold me back from doing what God has called me to do. Trust me, I have done all of the above and sometimes more than once. When I was going through a divorce after my first husband walked out on me, a friend told me my ex wanted to give back a ring my mother had given me. I thought he was reaching out, so I started to call him. When I placed my hand on the phone, I very clearly heard this scripture float up in my spirit from Luke 9:62: “No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” That was enough of a warning! I placed the phone back in its cradle and have not talked to my ex since. Now I have been married for several years to a wonderful God-fearing man named Luke. You can read the testimony of how the Lord brought us together in my book, Where’s my mate?
Most people are so wrapped up in themselves and their fears, addictions, self-pity, and everything else that pertains to them that they can’t see past those things to allow God to work through them. What God will typically birth out in your life will produce the type of fruit that helps and benefits others. What has God laid upon your heart to do? What do you have to let go of to see this dream fulfilled? Here is a checklist that will help you know if your vision, promise, or the desires of your heart are from Him.
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You have a strong, almost overwhelming desire to do the activity and it does not go against the Bible.
The results would produce good fruit.
You don’t mind doing the work associated with the vision, in fact, you actually enjoy the project and feel fulfilled. God has given you grace to do it. Grace: Greek—charis (khar’-ece)—that which affords joy, pleasure, delight, sweetness, charm, loveliness, favor.
You have joy in your spirit when you think and talk about it.
You have a God-like love for the project and a distinct knowing in your spirit man that the vision is from Him.
You have peace in your spirit about it. (1 Corinthians 14:33, for God is not the author of confusion, but of peace).
If you want to be successful in any area of your life, including finances, what you do must be born of God. Pray and birth out God’s plan for your finances! We are individuals and God has a unique plan for each of us. If you are called to be a missionary you will probably have different monetary needs than someone who is called to be a school teacher, or if you have one child as opposed to six.
Let God drop His promise (seed) for your life into your spirit! In my opinion, I am a citizen in the greatest country in the world. If you don’t know already, I live in the United States of America. I live in the land flowing with milk and honey. Yes, there are a few giants, but God has given us the ability to overcome them. I have been to other countries, and I appreciate their beauty and different cultures, but so far nothing compares to the freedom and opportunity we have in America. I love living in a great country that was built on the gospel of Jesus Christ, where our forefathers died so we would have the freedom to be Christians. If you are an American, you have no excuse not to live a fulfilled and satisfying life. You also have the freedom to share the gospel and please don’t let anyone take that away from you! You have the right to vote, use it! I love to give and to help people. When all of your needs are met and you have extra, try using it to spread God’s word with love. When I do give and it is ordained by God, I don’t give reluctantly but I actually can’t wait to give and I have a lot of inner joy and peace about it.
The bible promises that what is born of God will overcome the world. You cannot tell me God doesn’t want His children to do well when He unmistakably stated in His Word.
“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”(John 10:10)
Jesus wants the abundant life for you. The definition of abundantly in John 10:10 is from the Greek word perissos {per-is-sos’ , which means more than is necessary, superior, extraordinary and more excellent. Jesus said those who labor and are heavy laden should come to him so He can give them rest in their souls (Matt 11:28-29). When you go to Jesus he will give you REST! Anything else, like obligation or guilt is not from Jesus.
The Lord also gave me a list of things that will abort something that is born of the Holy Spirit.
1. Holding onto man-made doctrines and traditions
A perfect example of this is when Paul rebuked the Galatians for starting out in the Spirit but reverting to ways of the old law (flesh).
O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain. He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Galatians 3:1-5
2. Open doors to sin in your life
Satan wants you to sin so he can steal the work God wants to do in your life. When you do not walk in holiness and choose to stay in sin, you are turning your God-given authority over to Satan. Why would you do this?
Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. Galatians 5:19-21
Are involving yourself in the activities listed above worth not inheriting the kingdom of God? _________
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. Do not err, my beloved brethren James 1:14-15
James says that sin brings death, so before you sin, think about that. The third thing that can abort something that God is trying to do through you is:
3.) Offense
Are you offended at anyone? _________
Are you still holding what someone did to you against them? ____________
Is there any unforgiveness in your heart?_______
Look what Jesus says about unforgiveness.
And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses. Mark 11:22-26
According to Jesus, if you do not forgive others, you will not be forgiven by God for your sins. Jesus says you should forgive others when you pray. Look what happens in the following scriptures when offense comes…
Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake.And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved Matthew 25:9-13
Guess what? Faith works by love, and you need faith for answers to prayer. If you let offense creep in, it will cause your heart to turn cold and shut down faith. Not good! So please, right now, release those who have hurt you.
For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love (Galatians 5:6).
4.) Negative talk and complaining
And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell (James 3:6.
A man’s belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; and with the increase of his lips shall he be filled. Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof Proverbs 18:20-21.
According to James and Proverbs, your tongue actually dictates the course of your life.
5.) Not letting go of your past and other things God has told you to let go of
Many people do not see deliverances in their life because they choose to hold on to a memory. Many singles are unable to receive the mate God has for them because they are still holding on to a past heartache, or they have it in their head that God is going to send their mate a certain way. Unless God reveals to you specifically how He is going to deliver you, I would let go of all preconceived notions. This also works with prophecy—if you receive a prophecy from the Lord, you cannot make it come to pass. That is how Ishmael was born. Read in Genesis how many problems that caused. Remember Shakespeare’s play Macbeth? Macbeth received a prophecy from some witches that he was to be king. So what did he do? He and his wife tried to make it come to pass and ended up murdering the rightful king, who was his friend. Then Macbeth’s wife went insane and Macbeth ended up with his head on a stake! That is an (harsh) example of the fruit produced when you try to bring something to pass without God’s direction and in Macbeth’s case, something that wasn’t God at all (God equates witchcraft with rebellion)! Make sure you commit all of your plans to the Lord and ask Him to direct your steps. Don’t try to make something happen, God can and will do a much better job than you ever possibly could do.
Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us Hebrews 12:1
6.) Lack of prayer, reading the Bible, and intimacy with God
Joshua 1:8. This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success
Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom Psalm 51:6.
Let’s talk about your walk with the Lord:
Are you intimate with Him on a regular basis? ________
How often do you study His Word? _____________________
Do you read books, go to conferences, listen to teachings, or use any other of the fabulous study tools that are available to increase your knowledge of God? ____________
There will be a direct correlation between your intimacy with God and the amount of things in your life that are born of the Spirit. In my opinion, number six is the number one thing that will stop the fruition of God’s perfect will in your life.
7.) Lack of trust in God’s ability
But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways James 1:6-8
As you can see, doubt or lack of commitment will stop you from receiving anything from the Lord. Knowing what is born of the Spirit can be compared to receiving salvation. God gave us the promise of salvation, and we received it by faith. From there we have to continue studying His word, fellowshipping with like-minded believers, and cultivating our relationship with Him. The term double minded has been thrown about, and could use some definition. My husband understood it best to mean when you realize God’s promise or direction for your life, or even when you make any decision, sometimes a second thought will come. That thought will seem like your idea, but if it in some way dilutes your resolve to that previous decision, please realize the second thought destroys the first and is not bearing good fruit. That second thought is rooted in doubt, and comes to steal, kill, and destroy. It means to take away your blessing. Hence, a double-minded man is unstable in all his ways. Don’t take that second thought, and you won’t be double minded. Write down your decision, make it concrete, be unwavering except to the leading of the Holy Spirit, and God will bring it to pass! You must be completely committed to Christ, then to what He wants you to do. God has shown me that you need to get a picture in your mind of the finished product, rehearsing it within your head and heart. You must see the goal. Close your eyes right now and imagine yourself doing what you believe God has called you to do, envision the finished product. If you are not fully committed to God and His promise, you need to get committed first before you can take the next steps:
Prayer of commitment:
Father God, please forgive me of all of my sins and I accept the death and resurrection of Your Son Jesus Christ. I commit myself fully to You right now and I choose to let go of every weight and hindrance that is trying to hold me back from serving You. I fully commit to Your plan and purpose for my life now. Please show me what the next step is to Your promises being fulfilled in my life. In Your Son Jesus’ name Amen
What are some personal promises that the Lord has given you?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Fear and self-doubt
Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God 2 Timothy 1:6-8
What if God was selfish? What if He kept Jesus for Himself and didn’t let Him die for our sins? Jesus endured a lot of criticism, and nowadays so does God the Father. Refuse to be afraid of criticism and don’t refuse to do something God has told you to do because of other people’s opinions. Know that idolatry is placing someone else’s opinion above God’s Word. Choose this day, who will you serve?
The Spirit of the Lord brings Liberty
Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 2 Corinthians 3:17
This statement is true: where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. There is also joy and peace. Have you ever been around someone who didn’t approve of you? That made you feel like you couldn’t ever reach their standards? Have you ever worked at a job where you felt unwanted or like you didn’t belong? For you to do something born of God, you need to be in the will of God. You will know if you are fulfilling God’s plan because there will be liberty, when that liberty leaves, you had better not be far behind. When you are at church, do you receive liberty in areas of your life when the pastor preaches? You should. If your church and your pastor are born of the Spirit (and it is the will of God you are attending that church) you will begin walking in degrees of liberty almost every time you attend. You will receive a revelation, a healing, or a word of comfort. Maybe even a word of wisdom or prophetic utterance. Maybe you will receive insight on how to win the battle you are in, or just the grace to lay down the burdens you have been carrying. You should receive something!
Where the spirit of the Lord is there is liberty. You should be free to be yourself in life and you should be working in environments where there is grace to be there. Even if you are in a secular environment, and God has placed you there, you will want to be there and you will have the grace and power to bloom where you are planted. If you are not receiving liberty at your home church, seek God and ask Him to reveal to you if you are in the right place. When I have done something that God did not ordain, I can sense it. Something inside doesn’t feel right. I usually feel oppressed and definitely don’t have a sense of liberty around me. Where the spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty! Do you have joy, peace, and a sense of liberty where you work? A distinct knowing inside that you are where you are supposed to be? A sense of destiny? If you are about to open a business or attend a new church, do you feel you belong there? Do you have joy when you go to church or work the business? Does it produce fruit? Or do you get a feeling of dread and obligation? This also applies to finances, when you give, you should have a sense of liberty not obligation.
God has told me to do plenty of things that I normally wouldn’t even think to do, but He always gives me the desire to do that thing He has requested. A perfect example of this is the day I walked into church and sensed the Spirit of the Lord move upon my heart to become an usher. I have never been an usher before, nor have I ever entertained the thought of being one. I went up to another usher almost immediately after I knew in my heart what the Lord wanted, and of course, there was an open spot just for me. That day I was an usher for the first time in both services and I had so much joy greeting everyone and passing out offering envelopes that I could barely stand it! Who would have thought this would happen? Normally I would not think ushering was an exciting job, but when God commissions you to do something, it can be. This also applies to giving money. When the Lord moves on my heart to donate I sense joy and I can’t wait to give.
There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.
Romans 8:1-12
Paul writes in Romans 8 on the law of liberty, the law of the Spirit of life. When something is born of the Spirit, there will not be any condemnation. You will have freedom to do what God has called you to do. It will produce life, not death. Your mind will be set on “what the Spirit desires.” Don’t always try to figure things out in your head. Use wisdom, but trying to always figure out how things are going to work out can actually create strongholds in your spirit and may prevent you from receiving your blessing the way God wants to give it to you. In the Old Testament, the law had to guide people’s lives and teach them how to live. In the New Testament, God writes His laws on each man’s heart. When you train your spirit man by reading and studying God’s Word, your spirit man becomes strong enough where you can easily discern the leading of God’s Spirit. His Word stored in your heart will lead and guide you. I know several times in my life, I would get in situations and a certain scripture would come to mind or float up in my spirit that would remind me what to do. When something is of God, you don’t have to make it work, it just works. You may have to be a little persistent sometimes, but you will have the anointing and grace to do even that. If you believe the Lord is leading you or speaking to you it will bring liberty not bondage or condemnation even if it is a word of correction.
1 John 2:20 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.
Success Secrets
What do you believe the secret to financial success is?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Would you like to know the secret to success? It’s in the bible. Read on…
And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land. And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine, Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow: And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up. And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth:But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away.And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred. And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. And when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked of him the parable. And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? The sower soweth the word. And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they are offended. And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. Mark 4:1-20
In prayer one day, the Lord revealed to me that this parable revealed the secret to success. He showed me that good ground is a heart who hears the word of God, receives it and produces fruit. God does give seed to the sower, and that is the word of God. The result of His word revealed to you in your heart produces a harvest of 30, 60 or 100 fold fruit in your life. I am sorry but this scripture does not say that if you give money to the preacher’s ministry that God will return your money to you with a 100 fold return. That is twisted scripture. Believe it or not, I have heard this preached. In fact, I used to believe it. Can you believe that I would give a ministry $10 and expect God to return to me $1000? Go ahead and laugh, but I was a young Christian and willing to do whatever the preacher told me to. However the truths was, I loved money and if all I had to do was give a preacher $10 to receive a $1000 I was all ears! Itching ears.
Another scripture used to support the “100 fold return” doctrine is this one:
And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s, But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. Mark 10:29-30
What the above scriptures in Mark do not state, is that if you give your money to someone’s ministry God will give you a hundredfold return in houses and brethren. Jesus says that if you left some of the listed items for the sake of the gospel, you will receive a hundredfold return. Notice that it doesn’t state anywhere in the New Testament that the apostles owned hundreds of houses. Also please note that Jesus said these things would come “with persecutions.” So what does Jesus mean? My interpretation is that He means you inherit brothers and sisters in Christ when you become a Christian, that house means family unit. However, you should pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you the meaning.
If you give money to a ministry, it should be with the motive of love and because the Holy Spirit moved upon your heart, not false promises of riches or out of condemnation. Where do you think people get the idea that all preachers want is your money? Do you know how many people I have met who have tithed and given offerings faithfully to the church for 10,20,30 plus years and are still suffering with financial hardships? Do you know why? God does not have to bless something He never ordained! Jesus talks about in the Mark 4 parable that we are to sow God’s word into our hearts if we want to produce a harvest! Pray! Read His word and store it in your heart. That way you’ll be successful in every area of your life because you will begin to know God’s will in daily situations that you face. In the above parable, Jesus said if his words fell on a heart with thorns in it, that the cares of this life, the deceitfulness of riches and the lusts of other things would choke out his word and that person would not produce any fruit. Does your heart have thorns in it? I know mine did. Would you like to produce the fruit of healing the sick? Start sowing God’s word about healing into your heart. Want to be successful in the career path that God has given you? Meditate on His word. God is the word and the word is God (John 1:1). Jesus Christ was very practical and I just can’t see Him standing around after His sermons begging people for money. In fact, there is no record of Him ever asking for an offering. Does this mean it is wrong to take an offering? Of course not! But don’t you think it would be better to be completely honest with people and tell them you are taking an offering to pay the church’s mortgage rather than hype the congregation up with false promises of material wealth if they give to the church? I know what it feels like to be left out of Christian conferences because I didn’t have enough money for the registration fee. I know what it is like to believe in the doctrine of tithing so much that my other bills would go unpaid so I could afford to tithe. Does this sound like God’s plan for our lives? At one point in my life, I was struggling with fear and worry about how we were going to pay our car payments. Because of this I would have bouts of confusion hit me. I fully understood the scripture in the bible that says “fear hath torment.”
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 1 John 4:18
In utter desperation to be free from the burden weighing down on me, I locked myself in the bathroom, threw myself on the floor and cried out to God for mercy. I was tired of my peace and joy missing! Once you have experienced the “peace of God that surpasses all understanding (Phil 4:7)” you never want to let it go. After I finished my tearful fit, Luke and I took a drive where I listened to praise music in the car. During the worship, the Lord revealed to me the cause of my stress. He showed me that I lost my peace because I was in the sin of worry. He reminded me of the scriptures where he said “take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.”
"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
Matthew 6:24-34 (NIV)
On a side note, I want you to notice Jesus said in verse 26 (above) that God feeds the birds even though they neither sowed nor reaped. And God also clothed the lilies even though they didn’t labor or spin. Jesus uses this parable to illustrate how God takes care of our material needs when we seek his kingdom and his righteousness. Jesus never stated in this parable that we had to give food away or clothes away to others so that God would give us food or clothes.
Jesus also reminded me of how he taught us to pray:
Matthew 6:9-13 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
The Lord showed me the scripture that says “Give us THIS DAY our daily bread.” When I realized I needed to trust Him for my tomorrow and me worrying about our finances was not going to “add one cubit” to my stature, I repented of fear and released the burden I had been carrying to Him. Immediately my peace returned! Remember the story of the Israelites in the wilderness? God gave them just enough manna for the day, if they tried to gather up more for the next day, the manna would rot (Ex 16:11-19). We walk by faith, not by sight in this life and like it or not, you will have to learn sooner or later how to trust God on a daily basis for your needs to be met.
How often do you pray? ______________________
When you pray, do you have a secret hideout where you can go to be free from the distractions of this world? _______
God’s plans vs. Man’s plans
Are you satisfied with the career you have now? ___________
Do you believe God placed you in the career you have? _______
Why or why not?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
* * *
You are OK. Did you know that? I have heard many sermons indicating that if you were not wealthy it was because you weren’t giving away enough money, didn’t have enough faith, or there was something else wrong with you. This simply isn’t true and that kind of thinking can place a lot of unnecessary pressure on you. Did you know that God calls some people to live below the poverty line? At least what some would consider poverty. Think about all the missionaries God sends to live among people in rural places. Do you think it is because they haven’t given away enough money? Because sometimes they give their lives. What about the people God calls to be school teachers, nurses, policemen, in the military, librarians or store clerks? Those professions usually earn a middle class income and are vital to our economy and way of life. What if they didn’t exist? What if everyone refused to be satisfied with a middle class career? We NEED the bakers, the butchers and the candlestick makers. We HAVE to have them!
Plan “A”
Remember, God has a specific financial plan for YOU! We seek Him for our mates, careers and ministries, but don’t for financial plans. We have a tendency just to give away our money, try and obey the “get out of debt” principles and pursue “opportunities” that come along to increase our financial base. There is nothing wrong with any of those avenues, but make sure they are God’s plan A for you. Let Him lead and guide you. He knows your future. Seek His face and ask Him to birth out of you His plan for your finances. Before Luke and I went bankrupt, we gave away seed money and tithed, went to Christian financial classes, read books on money management and took second jobs with a multilevel marketing company. One that many people in our church were involved with. All of it went south. In fact, we spent more money than we earned. We believed, and were taught, that if we kept “sowing” money, our second job would “take off.” We lost everything and got into more debt. Therefore, even though everything we were doing was good, and even “Christian,” it was not plan A. God’s plans work. It still took us a little while after that to learn our lesson, but when we did, and prayed, God answered. Luke went back to school and received another Master’s degree from Rice University.
This time, an MBA (Business Administration).
P.S.
I know some of you believe that the Lord has placed it on your heart to own your own business. Fantastic! Here is some scriptural advice. DO NOT go into business with an unbeliever or a Christian who is not “walking the walk.” I have personally seen Christians go into business with non-Christians and then wonder why their business is failing or barely staying afloat. Please read the next few scriptures VERY CAREFULLY!
Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God.
2 Corinthians 6:14-16 (NKJV)
How do you know for sure if someone qualifies as a believer? Read these scriptures.
Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.
1 John 3:7-10
In case you are still unsure how to tell if someone is really a Christian, read this:
But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. Therefore do not be partners with them. For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light.
Ephesians 5:3-8 (AMP)
Can two walk together, except they be agreed? Amos 3:3
* * *
Ask the Lord to give you a personal plan for what He has for you financially. He already has it in His hand. You need to seek Him to get it from His throne, to your heart and then walk it out in the natural. If God has called you to a particular career, that only makes a certain amount of money, then that is what He has for you. I have watched people become unsatisfied with where God has placed them because they have heard a sermon teaching them that the bible says they are called to be financially wealthy, and if they give away more money (particularly to the speaker’s ministry), they will get that way. If you are dissatisfied in your current financial position, make sure it is because God has called you to move on, not because you feel like you need to keep up with the Jones’. If God calls you to be wealthy, He will give you the grace to handle it. He will give you the grace to enjoy whatever financial situation He places you in. Put your trust in God and enjoy where He sends you.
In Conclusion
I believe that just like God has a personal call for each of our lives, I also believe He has a personal plan for your finances. Since our gifts and callings are different in the body of Christ then God’s financial plan for your life will be different than someone else’s! Here is a prayer to ask the Lord to birth out His plan for your finances:
Heavenly Father,
I surrender all that I am and all that I have to you right now. I ask that you forgive me for going forward with my own plans for my life instead of getting your plan. I ask that you reveal to me what your will is concerning my finances and also your purpose for them. Please also show me how to attain them and then give me the wisdom to steward them the way you desire me to. I am asking you for a financial plan that is born of You, a plan that will overcome the world. In your son Jesus’ name AMEN
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God (Rom 8:14).
Please be led by the Spirit of God because if you are not, you could end up being led by the spirit of Anti-Christ! If you are a born-again Christian who loves God, then when you hear a teaching you should know instantly in your spirit man if it is a teaching that is born of the Spirit. The anointing of God which abides in you teaches you all things (1 John 2:27). Even the teachings in this book, if they are from God then you will know it in your spirit, not necessarily your mind or emotions! Trust your inward intuition if your spirit man has been born again! I hope this has helped you and refreshed your spirit. May God bless you and keep you!
* * *
When Bethany decided to add two chapters about biblical finances to our book, I (Christine) wondered what did I have to say about this subject? After some prayer it struck me that I have a huge tidbit of information for all.Are you ready? Trust God! Simple huh? Maybe not so simple, but my friends if you can grasp the significance of those two little words it could be the biggest breakthrough of your life.
I had a time in my life when the bottom literally fell out from under my husband and me. The business we shared for fifteen years, took a down turn. We’d had ups and downs before but this time there was no rescue in sight. A year prior to that we moved into a beautiful new house we could now no longer afford. All the hopes for the future looked dark and hopeless. To be honest, I was terrified and I worried my self sick. I prayed and prayed and prayed for Him to save our business. He didn’t. I wasn’t mad at God, I was just bewildered and would cry out in prayer or write in my journal, Why me! I was serving faithfully in the Catholic Church and had turned away from a sinful lifestyle. I was also giving financially to the church. They had my time, talent and my treasure! I can look back now and say I’m glad God moved the way He did.
God had a better plan for us. He’d been trying for years to move us into something else, but out of fear we held on to a business that consumed us. We no longer enjoyed what we were doing, but we were worried about money. God took over. Slam, bang, end of business and horrifyingly off to bankruptcy court. Almost everything we had acquired was taken from us. My husband and I took menial paying jobs just to make ends meet. While working as a manager of a retail shop, I carried with me a sense of arrogance, like I was too good for a job like this. Did God ever break me of that prideful attitude! Miraculously all our needs were met that year. He brought us jobs…our bills got paid. God knows we need money. We also have to grasp the concept that our happiness should not revolve around how much stuff we buy. Paul said it best:
I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength. Philippians 4:12-13(NIV)
But this isn’t the end of the story. At this job that I thought I was too good for, is where I met Bethany. I hired her to be my assistant manager. After months of praying together, I was offered a new job in the industry that I was trained in. Six months after that promotion, God moved again. Another opportunity for advancement came up. I was offered a job making more money than I asked for with a large company and in a position where I prospered. My husband now owns another company with his youngest son and is doing very well.
Believing God
Do you believe that you can have a personal one on one relationship with God? Why or why not?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The reason the Sadducees and the Pharisees didn’t recognize Jesus as the Messiah when He showed up (even though He fulfilled all of the Old Testament scriptures on how He was coming) is because they didn’t want to. They were walking around enjoying the power and authority the people gave them as men of God. When Jesus started receiving the attention from the people as the Son of God, the Sadducees and Pharisees got jealous. When you truly want to know God you will pray and start seeking Him. If you are doing that, He will put you in a place where you can hear the gospel. God answers the cry of your heart. You must keep you heart soft and open and be willing to recognize if the direction you have been going is getting you the results you desire. If you are in the clergy for the honor and the power, you are in for the wrong reason. If you are in the ministry it should be because God called you to be in it and because you love people and want to serve them. Jesus was a servant to the people. He was a feet washer ….He said we are to serve one another. The Sadducees and Pharisees were not. That is one of the number one ways how to tell when someone is in a real relationship with God or not. If you have the spirit of the Lord inside of you, which you can only get by repentance of sins and receiving Christ, you will also have God’s love in you. That is the love you use to help others. Human love can turn to hate at the first offense. God’s love in you will not do that. When you pray, do it from your heart. Prayer should be very natural and something you want to do on a regular basis. If you pray repetitious prayers, it can get dull and boring. Just talk to God. Tell Him what you are feeling, thinking, and ask Him what He says about certain situations in your life. The bible says where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty (2 Cor 3:17). God wants you to experience freedom in every area of your life. That is why it is so important to stay out of sin. Sin is enslaving. Have you ever been addicted to something? How about other people’s opinions? Satan is a harsh task master and he has no mercy. God wants you living in peace and victory. If the church you attend has the spirit of the Lord abiding in it, you will experience freedom when you are there. You will understand the message preached to you and it will bring freedom to you in areas of your life. How I recognize God’s will in a lot of situations is where I am free inside and able to abide in the presence of God. When I am not where the Lord wants me to be, I usually experience a lot of confusion and inner turmoil. Also, if you are associating with the wrong people, you will not have the freedom to be yourself. You will typically feel either controlled or oppressed. Always remember that God loves you and he wants you to talk to Him.
* * *
As long as I (Christine) can remember I prayed. I knew God was everywhere and that He knew and saw all. I didn’t have much fear of the Lord; if I did I would have been terrified, because of the way I was living my life as a young person. I believed God loved me and He understood me know matter what I did. In fact I thought I just wasn’t that bad of a person. I did, however, curse, lie, abuse alcohol and was sexually immoral. I don’t know what I considered bad and that was the problem. How can we know God and what He expects? Especially living in a world and seeing everyone around us doing basically the same things we’re doing. Where do we get the correct guide lines or the true teaching about God, life, or know the difference between right and wrong? Do we get it from the Church, our pastors, the bible, parents, mentors or teachers? I went to Church most of my life, the preachers I heard said the same basic stuff and to be honest until I heard Charles Stanley preach one Sunday morning on TV, most sermons bored me to tears. I owned a couple of bibles and I even attempt to read them. I don’t think I ever really believed the bible was true. In fact I wasn’t sure what to believe. I knew we were supposed to read it but it was so difficult to understand. I usually started at the beginning, like every book and I could get through Genesis, but from there….well I stopped…I just didn’t get it. Scripture was read every Sunday in Church but the words weren’t ever spoken with any kind of passion or real truth. My parents taught me all the right things and we had a very strict upbringing. I thought they were old fashioned people and quite frankly I enjoyed the new found freedom the decade of the sixties and seventies introduced. Our generation was open; we were smarter, hip, and cool. No way was I going to believe antiquated rules and regulations about sex, drugs or anything else! I was a very rebellious teenager and could not wait to be free of parental authority. The good news is after being a wild girl in my twenties and early thirties, my life took a dive and in my darkest hour I was not afraid to call out to God for help. You know what? He answered. I was completely broken when God intervened in my life, a total pit dweller. In my mid thirties I made a drastic decision; I called the Catholic Church close to my house to inquire about converting. It took two years to do it, but it was done. I was a brand new Catholic and so proud of myself. I thought it was exactly what I needed, structure, rules and consistency. All the things I rebelled against when I was young, I embraced now with open arms. I even did a face to face reconciliation with the pastor of my new church and confessed ALL my sins. That was tough but I was so desperate for healing, forgiveness and redemption from the sinful life style I had chosen. That new found freedom of “if it feels good do it” that my generation promoted did me in. This conversion felt like a new start for me, however I never truly felt forgiven because I still carried a lot of baggage from the past. A girlfriend told me while we were having lunch one day, that she noticed a certain sadness about me. She said on the outside I was always smiling but my eyes looked sad and I knew what that was from. Guilt. It hovered like a black cloud. Keep in mind I’d been walking with God for many years by the time she said that to me. I was very active in my church community. I loved everything about it since it was a beautiful place to worship. I also loved the Pastor and the music was awesome in every service. That was important to me. I made many new and wonderful friends. This was my church home, my church family and I’d never been active in a church community before. It was an important time in my life and the church encompassed almost my entire social life.
But………..
What about my relationship with God? How real was it? Was it personal? Was God as important to me as the ministries I was involved in? Did I love God as much as I loved the Pastor of the church, the building we worshiped in, or the people I’d become so close to? Did I have an understanding of who God really was?
No I didn’t. It’s sad but true. I was enamored with the church but my knowledge of God and Jesus had not grown. My behavior changed and that certainly was a good thing, but what about a real relationship with God our Father and Jesus our Lord?
I was caught up in a lot of activities and I did a lot of things I thought were for God, but really most of it was of little value to build HIS kingdom. After all the years spent working in the church, I knew what the church doctrine was and I obeyed it but I didn’t know much about God’s word, and this time I made more of an effort to read it. I opened the Word almost every night and read from it. Mostly the psalms but I also read the gospels, with very little understanding. I still wasn’t sure if I believed it was ALL true. I don’t remember ever being taught that it was true, and I wasn’t ever encouraged to read it for guidance or for answers or for direction of any kind in the real life issues by my home church.
I mentioned earlier that I heard Charles Stanley preach one morning. The message was about using our time, talent and treasure to build God’s kingdom. I was very familiar with that teaching because the Pastor of my church talked to newcomers on that very subject every month. I was involved in those meetings and heard him teach it often. The difference was the way the message was delivered; Charles Stanley used the word of God so powerfully I was almost knocked off my feet. I remember stopping what I was doing and listening until the end of the program. Staying and listening to the end of that message made me late for where I was going because I couldn’t pull myself away. That shows you the power of anointed teaching. I ordered the tape and gave it my Pastor, not to be insulting to him, but I was so blown away by it that I wanted to share it. After that my desire to know the Word increased and I watched Charles Stanley frequently to hear him preach. Many things changed from then on and it was like I had a hunger and thirst for more and more of God. Another turning point was when I met Bethany. We worked together in a retail store and during the slow times in the day we talked a lot about our relationship with God. She confronted me with the salvation question, “Of course I’m saved I told her …Yes, I know Jesus Christ died for my sins and absolutely, I believe He is my Lord and savior.” I was almost insulted because I was a Catholic and I went to church every Sunday. I did all the stuff I was told to so believe me I had no problem making those proclamations out loud and with conviction. As Bethany and I talked more and more about God, Jesus, the power of the Holy Spirit and the Word, I realized I actually had a very shallow understanding about all of it. That discovery was very disturbing to me. She had boldness about her beliefs and backed them up with scripture. The limited knowledge I did have wasn’t based on what God’s Word said but what I was taught in RCIA. My knowledge was of the church rules, traditions, dogmas and doctrines. Another break through incidence comes to mind as I’m writing, Bethany and I were working together one morning and again we were discussing our faith. I was telling her how sad it made me every time I went to my church and worshiped, because there was a huge crucifix over the altar with the dead body of Jesus hanging on it. I could barely look at it some times. Bethany looked me right in the eyes and said “Chris, He’s not up on that cross. He’s alive and is seated at the right hand of the Father” I cried for joy! She also said “the devil loves for us to have the image of a defeated Jesus on the cross, because while we are weeping, it distracts us from the joy and knowledge that “JESUS WON” and we have the victory of Jesus rising from the dead. Satan is the defeated one!”
….Isn’t that amazing! It was huge revelation for me.
Bethany and I had many similar discussions, and when truth is revealed before your eyes, those eyes are opened, if you want to know what is true. I wanted to know THE TRUTH!! Bethany read the bible, she studied it and believed it to be completely 100% God inspired. She used to always say to me when I was unsure of her challenging statements “Chris, just read your bible.” So I did.
The funny thing is, when you begin to read the Bible with that kind of mind set, that it IS true, everything makes so much more sense. There is very little confusion about right and wrong and very little misunderstanding about any thing. You read it, believe God said it, and that’s it. The only ambiguity is from teaching in the church and from church leaders preaching contradictory to what’s in the bible. My problem was I had such a trust in the Catholic Church and the Pastors leading and guiding the flock that I didn’t want to believe they could be so wrong. I finally just prayed and ask God to reveal to me personally what the truth was. Here is one of the first verses He revealed to me:
But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Matthew 6:7
This scripture struck me because like I mentioned before in a previous chapter, I used listen to people around me pray the “Our Father” prayer. They ran through it like it had no meaning and most of the Mass was repeating the same thing over and over again. Every Sunday, every week, year after year. In the beginning as a new Catholic I hung on to every word. I wanted to pray every word with meaning. I always noticed the people around me sped through each phase of the service like it was pointless. I have to admit, after a while I was doing the same thing. Reciting the creed, the “Our Father” and all the other prayers almost without thinking or noticing the beautiful words. The Mass had become just repetitious prayers. I also was shocked how when communion was over, half the people in the church left. There appeared to be a lack of reverence for the presence of God in what should be one the most intimate experiences we can have, receiving the body and blood of our Lord Jesus. Guess what? When you are involved in a real move of the Holy Spirit in a church service or anywhere else, you’re being renewed and refreshed. You are unable to tear yourself away from the service. When God is present you know it, you want Him and its real!
Another scripture God lead me to was,
Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest? Isaiah 66:1
This is what the Lord says: Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Could you ever build me a temple as good as that? Could you build a dwelling place for me? When I read this I immediately thought of the tabernacle in the chapel at my church. It held the consecrated hosts and everybody treated those wafers like it was Jesus himself. We knelt in front of it, bowed to it and prayed around it. I used to enjoy sitting in that chapel, praying, but I was always uncomfortable about what we were praying to …it seemed quite unnatural. So after reading the scripture I got the revelation that you can’t confine Jesus to a box. You have to realize, I just wanted the truth. I wasn’t searching out certain scriptures to disprove what I’d been taught. Over the next few weeks of reading, many scripture spoke to me and I knew it was God teaching me.
God reveled more and more to me of Himself through the Word, and through other people. It was like He was trying to answer all my unspoken questions. The doubts I had or areas of confusion were revealed to me in scripture. It was remarkable! I am amazed at how God is so close to us. He truly knows every hair on our head and every thought in our mind. I could go on about this subject because God has been so near to me and in turn I want more and more of Him. I want everyone to experience this kind of intimacy. There is nothing else on earth like it.
Describe your relationship with God; do you have a personal relationship with Him through His son Jesus Christ?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If you do not have a relationship with God through His son Jesus Christ, pray the following prayer to start one:
Father God, I give you my life, my heart, my everything. Please forgive me of all of my sins and I forgive others. Please fill me with your Holy Spirit and I confess with my mouth that your Son Jesus Christ is Lord. Amen
The Pope's official title is: "Bishop of Rome, Vicar of Jesus Christ, Successor of the Prince of the Apostles, Supreme Pontiff of the Universal Church, Primate of Italy, Archbishop and Metropolitan of the Roman province, Sovereign of the State of the Vatican City, Servant of the Servants of God." The definition of “vicar” is substitute. That means one of the Pope’s many titles means “Substitute of Christ.” There is no historical evidence in the bible or anywhere else of a primacy until after the first hundred years of Christ’s ascension. Catholics believe the Pope is the head of the Catholic Church and a direct spiritual descendant of Apostle Peter. Catholics believe Peter was the first Pope. First Vatican Council (1869-1870) was set to establish pronouncements to be practiced by all Catholics. The main declaration was that anything the Pope said from the throne concerning faith and morals was infallible. They also clarified canon law and denounced materialism and all godlessness. During Second Vatican Council (1962-65) the content of the faith was not altered but the context was re-explained and communicated for our modern times. No new doctrines or dogmas were announced or changed. The Second Vatican Council did allow Mass in the church to now be in your native tongue of your country instead of Latin.
Do you believe that the Pope is infallible? Why or why not?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What does the word Pope mean? ________________
Pope comes from the Late Latin word papa meaning father, and implying one with authority. Please read the next set of scriptures:
But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ. Matthew 23:8-10
According to the above scriptures in Matthew spoken by Jesus:
Who is your father? ___________
Who is your master? __________
Are you to be somebody else’s master? __________
The word “master” in Matthew 23:8-10 is the Greek word kathegetes {kath-ayg-ay-tace' which means “guide.”
In your own words write down what you believe the following scriptures are saying:
Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Romans 2:10-11 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile: or there is no respect of persons with God. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The scriptures are clear, all have sinned. The only person who has ever walked this earth without sin is Jesus Christ and he was actually God in the flesh. Paul tells us in Romans there is no respect of persons with God. That means God has no favorites and we are all equal in His sight.
Do you believe that the Pope has need for a savior too? _______
During one of my (Christine) Renew sessions we were having a discussion about whether or not our Country (U.S.A.) should go to war with Iraq. We all had various opinions, most of us who were Republican agreed with the President. I will never forget when one woman spoke up and said: “If we are all Catholics, then we should all be waiting to hear what the Pope’s opinion is.” I thought she was kidding and realized that she was very serious. It was shocking to me that she allowed the Pope to dictate what she believed.
Do you believe you have to be ordained by man to serve God? Why or why not?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you believe you have to have a theology degree to serve the Lord? Why or why not?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you believe the Lord can use you even if you never went to a formal school? ___________
How do you believe the Lord views someone who doesn’t have a man made ordination but just wants to follow Him? How about someone without a formal education?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please read the next set of scriptures:
From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. Matthew 4:17-19
Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were wise in the world's eyes, or powerful, or wealthy when God called you. Instead, God deliberately chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise. And he chose those who are powerless to shame those who are powerful. God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used them to bring to nothing what the world considers important, 1 Corinthians 1:26-28 (NLT)
Peter was just a fisherman when he was called by God to follow Jesus. Fishermen back then were anywhere from poor to middle class and many did not know how to read or write. Notice when Jesus called Peter he did not ask for a resume, he just asked for obedience! In Corinthians we can see God sometimes purposely chooses what we would consider lowly!
Pope John Paul II
Pope John Paul was born Karol Wojtyla on May 18, 1920 in Wadowice, Poland to a Catholic family. His sister died before he was born, his mom died when he was nine, his brother at twelve and then his father when he was twenty. During the Nazi occupation in Poland, he set up an underground university and theater which met in the members residences. His passion at that time was drama, philosophy and literature, but a lot of his associated were being kidnapped and murdered by the Nazi’s so he ran to the church for safety. After he dedicated his life to the service of God he attended Krakow’s theological seminary and was ordained four years later on November 1, 1946. He earned his doctorate of theology in 1948. On July 4, 1958, he was appointed titular bishop of Ombi and auxiliary of Krakow by Pope Pius XII. On January 13, 1964, he was appointed archbishop of Krakow by Pope Paul VI, who made him a cardinal June 26, 1967. He also took part in Vatican Council II (1962-1965) where he made an important contribution to drafting the Constitution Gaudium et spes, and he participated in all the assemblies of the Synod of Bishops.
The Cardinals elected him Pope at the Conclave on October 16, 1978. He was an avid traveler gaining popularity for the Catholic Church, but on May 13, 1981 he was shot in St. Peter’s square by a Turkish assassin. After a long surgery, Pope John Paul II survived the attack and deposited the bullet fragments in the crown of a statue of Our Lady of Fatima and gave glory to the Virgin Mary for sparing his life. Over two years after the shooting he visited his would be assassin to show him forgiveness.
John Paul II was against abortion, birth control and women in the priesthood. He was also vocally against the death penalty, violence and the sexual abuse of children in the Catholic Church that was brought to his attention during his reign. He was also a very strong supporter of the Second Vatican Council. Pope John Paul II reformed the praying of the rosary adding five new “mysteries of light” and he canonized 470 deceased servants of God. He made efforts to heal the divisions between the Christians and the Jews including visiting a Holocaust Museum in Jerusalem. In 1984, Pope John Paul II publicly apologized for Martin Luther’s excommunication. In 2001 he was the first Pope to enter an Islamic mosque. Pope John Paul II placed great emphasis on devotion to the Virgin Mary. In fact he encouraged his followers to have such a strong devotion to the Virgin Mary, that in his coat of arms there is a golden letter M inscribed on it with the words “totally yours” in Latin. Pope John Paul II died on April 2, 2005 in his private quarters after a long illness. He was 84 years old.
Pope Benedict XVI
The current head of Catholicism is Pope Benedict XVI who was born Joseph Alois Ratzinger on April 16, 1927 in Germany. He was baptized the same day. Joseph grew up in Traunstein where his father was a policeman. In 1939 Joseph entered the minor seminary in Traunstein. While he was there he was drafted into the German anti-aircraft corps. After serving as a German soldier he re-entered the seminary with his brother in November 1945. Joseph and his brother were ordained on June 29, 1951 and he received his doctorate in theology in 1953 from University of Munich. During the Second Vatican Council he was appointed chief theological advisor for the Archbishop of Cologne, Cardinal Joseph Frings. In March 1977, Pope Paul VI appointed Joseph Archbishop of Munich and Freising and by June he was Cardinal. He has written and published several books which clarify Catholic doctrine and he helped produce the Catechism of the Catholic Church. He was elected Pope on April 19, 2005. Pope Benedict XVI is well known as a defender of Catholic traditional doctrine and of moral values. He strongly opposes the ordination of women to the Priesthood, the marriage of priests, homosexuality, modern tendencies in the Church and communism. Pope Benedict approved wider use of the old Latin mass in July 2007. The same month Pope Benedict approved a document that said Orthodox churches were defective and that other Christian denominations were not true churches.
Why the different bibles?
Between 195-258 AD, a man named Cyprian helped develop doctrines in the Church by teaching the primacy of the Roman church over all the other churches. He claimed anyone outside the Catholic Church was lost. Cyprian also practiced infant baptisms. Cyprian’s teachings were used by Roman Catholicism to establish Catholic doctrine during the middle ages.
What did Cyprian do?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Between 382- 405 AD a man named Jerome who lived as a hermit started a monastery in Bethlehem where he promoted self-denial, celibacy of the clergy and the worship of the Virgin Mary. Pope Damasus commissioned him to retranslate the New Testament in Latin. To help him do this Jerome used the work of Origen and had many copies of the already existing Old Latin Vulgate which was more in agreement with the original text of the New Testament discarded or destroyed. Origen taught that God the Father is the originating cause of Jesus, and the Holy Spirit is subordinate to and created by Jesus. He also taught baptism for the remission of sins and approved the baptism of children. He also taught that even damned people and Satan would be brought in voluntary subjection to Christ after they were sufficiently punished (purgatory). He removed parts from the original bible including the command “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” from Matthew 19:16-22 and the word “carpenter” from Mark 6:3. Origin also translated the bible using Philo’s (a Greek philosopher) allegorical interpretations. This way he could have the bible support his doctrines that he practiced in his monastery. The bible was translated from Origen’s text twice by Alexandrian scholars, one is called the Sinaiticus and the other is called the Vaticanus. These Alexandrian texts which were written between 325-350 AD, omitted several more bible verses including Mark 16:9-20. The bishop of Hippo, North Africa named Augustine (354-430AD) taught that interpretation of the bible should conform to Catholic doctrines and traditions instead of the other way around. This method became very popular and is now known as the western type of interpretation. Today, Jerome is considered a saint in the Catholic Church for his work.
Who was Jerome? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________
Who was Origen and what did he do?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Who commissioned Jerome to translate the bible? _______________
What did the bishop of Hippo teach? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Apocryphal books (Deuterocanonical books) in the Catholic bible were removed by the translators of the King James Version (1611) because they were not written in Hebrew which was the language used by the historians and prophets of the Old Testament. Since the Apocryphal books were written before the New Testament, it nullified the validity of the books. One Apocryphal book was even written originally in Latin. Another reason was because none of the writers claimed to be inspired by God and the books contradicted themselves and the other writings of the bible. Since God would not contradict Himself, there was no basis for these writings authenticity. The Apocryphal books encouraged prayers to the dead (2 Maccabees 12:43-45) and the purchasing of atonement for sins by giving alms (Ecclesiasticus 3:30 & Tobit 12:8-17). They also taught casting spells to control demons (Tobit 6:5-8) which directly went against the other books in the bible. The Jews, who have guarded the Old Testament writings since they were written, were appalled by the Apocryphal books and tried to destroy them around 70 A.D.
In 1546 the council of Trent which is currently still in effect, declared that the apocryphal books and Catholic tradition were to be considered the word of God.
The King James Version of the bible also used Syrian text to translate the Word of God instead of Alexandrian. Antioch of Syria was known for preserving the original texts of the bible and for the literal interpretation of scripture.
Why did the translators of the King James Bible remove the Apocryphal books?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I (Bethany) have my own personal story concerning the different bibles. When I first started to study in preparation to write this book, I went to my local library and checked out many books on Catholicism including a copy of the Catholic bible. One night when I was lying in bed, something invisible jumped on me and started to choke me. I looked down towards the end of my bed and saw this huge creature standing there staring at me. It wore what looked to be an all black robe. I screamed out “In the name of Jesus go.” When I said that it turned its head very slowly, stared at me and then disappeared. I was very scared so I started praying and asking the Lord what that was and how did it get it my home? The Lord showed me the manifestation was the ruling spirit over all Catholics, practicing or non practicing. He also showed me even if you don’t practice Catholicism, but were baptized in the Catholic Church that, that spirit was over you. Unless you broke the ties by the blood of Jesus, it would remain over you. The Lord revealed to me the fruit produced by the Catholic spirit through people was legalist and suppressive especially to women. It demanded perfection, its own way and was born out of paganism. The Lord also revealed to me that the Catholic spirit had access to my home because I had a copy of the Catholic bible.
* * *
What now?
Now it is your responsibility to cultivate a relationship with the Lord by spending time with Him and reading His Word. The book of John says “God is the Word and the Word is God.” Pray every day. Ask the Lord to guide you to the church He has for you. A fantastic follow up study to this book that I (Bethany) wrote is called New Life. New Life will teach you how to apply the word of God to everyday situations. When looking for a home church, look for the following:
1. Do they say that Jesus Christ is Lord of all and the only way to heaven?
2. Do they encourage you to read and study His Word?
3. Do they teach holiness and warn you to stay away from sin?
Here is a daily prayer you can pray to get you started in your relationship with the Lord.
Father God,
Thank You Lord for Your goodness and mercy! Thank You for __________! I completely surrender my will to Yours. I come boldly before Your throne of grace right now (Hebrews 4:16) in the name of Your Son Jesus Christ. Please place your full and complete armor on me now (Eph. 6:10). I ask Your Holy Spirit to please bring order to my day today and to the rest of my life. Lord, [this is where you talk to Him; you can ask Him questions, ask Him to meet any needs you have—whether physical, financial, emotional, etc.; pray for leaders, friends, parents; forgive anyone you need to; repent of any sins you have committed, etc.] ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Amen!
In preparation for this bible study we went to Rome where we toured St. Peter’s Basilica, Sistine Chapel, Cathedral of St. Maria Maggiore, Basilica of St. John’s in Lateran, Pantheon, Catacombs and the Sistine Chapel. We even saw the Holy Stairs! We visited Florence to tour the Cathedral of St. Maria del Fiore and the Basilica of Santa Croce. We also visited the Church of San Francesco di Paola in Naples, St. Marco’s in Venice, Notre Dame in Paris and Westminster Abbey in London. We took several tours including a Christian Rome tour. A highlight was when we went to St. Peter’s on Sunday before Lent to watch the Pope give his blessing from his apartment.
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