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  Far away in the land  lived the Lady Nagi in
the province of soongchow, which lay far up in the precipitous
region of China. She was the most beautiful woman in the land and
 she had many sons who together ran  a fabric dye mill
that had been handed down from father to eldest son for ages. All
thirty of her sons, worked very hard and would one day train their
own children to work the mill. Their father had died in his sleep
at the age of a hundred and two. 

 

The day after his funeral, Tempo and the other children gathered
around Nagi as she told them of how she had come to marry Kiason
their father who was much older then she.  They all had heard
the story before but the younger children had been troubled and
Lady Nagi sought comfort her sons as much as possible. She told
them of his daring deed to rescue her from a trader who had won her
in a mahjong game, when she was of age at 13 , making her work to
pay off his bad debts. 

 

And how after two years of working for him in the dye mill she
fell in love with Kiason and they started their lives together.
Then she recounted the many blessed births of their thirty sons,
and how proud Kiason was of them. Years passed by and Lady Nagi
never forgot him, never seeking to love any other man.  Until
one day a she received a notice from a prosperous farmer to begin a
courtship after waiting the allotted time to allow for Lady Nagi’s
bereavement to end. Lady Nagi immediately sent him a message
thanking him for his interest and declining his offer.

 

Life was hard after that for many men had suddenly come to town,
eager to take benefit of Lady Nagi and her husband’s fortune their
pursuit of her was so fierce and unrelenting. That several of her
sons had to guard her thought the day and into the night. The Lady
Nagi, tired of fighting off her suitors, sat silently at the grave
of her beloved husband Kiason.  She sang a sweet but sad song
of prayer to the gods, asking them to end her misery. 

 

Knowing that she would eventually have to choose a new husband,
soon after he was gone. Kiason organized a small ivory chest and
gave his wife directives on what she must do. Or risk the chance of
losing their dye mill to an angry suitor who would rather destroy
her and her family then to not have her in his bed. When no answer
came she made the decision to make known a challenge to her suitors
and the accolade would be the hand of Lady Nagi herself. 

 

When she returned to her home she gathered her sons and
instructed them on what need to be done. News of her challenge
inundated the land and even more men came hoping to win the test.
 Lady Nagi instructed her sons to take her small hope chest,
that her husband had prepared just before his death. And take the
chest to a secret place that only they would know to find it until
after the test. 

 

Knowing that there was still work to be done Tempo chose his
fifteen year old brother Leesi to take the chest to their secret
hot springs hideaway. The chest was almost to heavy to carry, but
Leesi did as he was asked. On his was Leesi passed a old woman who
asked him for a few sips of his water. Leesi, knowing that his
mother would be pleased by his generosity stopped and shared his
water with the woman.

 

The woman grateful to Leesi asked who his parents are so she may
thank them for such a wonderful son. When Leesi, told her in tears
about his mother and father, she felt a sharp pain of encouragement
from the gods. She moved closer and told him of a secret cave that
she found as a child that enclosed many riches and of the words he
must recite to enter the cave safely. Then she warned him not take
any more then your pockets can hold or the cave will be
enraged.

 

Leesi excited at the prospect of ending his mother’s despair,
hide the chest as he was told then started off for the secret cave.
He fallowed the old woman’s directions, past the babbling brook
with the seven streams, and walk past the yellow forest, for three
miles. Then stood in front of the knotted cherry tree. And at dusk,
he repeat these words, “ golden arrows, fly me through, open my
secret room” then he turned completely around and he was in the
cave.

 

Stunned by all the riches he saw he forgot the words of the old
woman, “ take only what you can carry in your pockets”. And the
cave started to shack, scared he ducked behind the big bolder in
the center of the cave. And placed all he had taken on the bolder,
hoping the cave would forgive his mistake. When the shaking stopped
he stood up. And he was out side once more, with nothing to show
for his adventure.

 

Tired and sad that the words would not work again he started
home, and then in a whisper he heard the woman’s voice say,  “
Come back ” hoping she could tell him how to get back in. But as he
turned the bend all he found was a well, disappointed again his
mouth grew dry. So Leesi, drew up the well’s bucket to fill his now
empty water pouch, found an old oil lamp. The lamp looked very old
but a sudden urgency came about him to give it as a gift to
Nagi

 

He then continued home, and later that night after everyone was
asleep, Leesi cleaned up the old lamp. Hoping his gift would please
his mother, when he had finished he discovered that the lamp was
made from carved ivory and jade. Leesi was so excited that his
adventure was a success that he woke up Lady Nagi. She hurried to
his side thinking he was hurt, but instead found him smiling as he
handed her his gift.

 

But before she could say a word he ran off to bed, tears cam
running down her pale cheeks. As Lady Nagi remembered Leesi and
Kiason working together in the mill, working on a gift they made
for her last birthday, they worked so hard to hide it from her that
it was apparent what they were doing.  She checked on her sons
one by one, and as she went back to her room a gust of wind blew
out her lantern.

 

Try as she might she could not get it to light again, so she
took Leesi’s gift and lit the oil, she walked around the mill
making sure all was well, after that gust of wind blew past. When
Lady Nagi was heading back in she saw tumbleweeds piled up on her
husband’s grave. She hurried over to remove them, and placed the
lamp on the ground next to her. As she removed the tumbleweeds she
began to cry, from behind she heard a deep male voice.

 

“ Why, do you cry My lady, you should be pleased with all your
handsome suitors coming to your aid” Startled, she looked around
but nothing moved, “ Do not be afraid, I am yours to command, you
have freed me from the lamp, I must serve you in any way you ask”
Then from the lamp a gold mist arose until the Jin in his true form
appeared. Lady Nagi, fell to her knees exhausted, the Jin so moved
by her beauty, immediately fell in love with her.

 

When Lady Nagi, awoke she though it was just a dream, until she
saw the lamp sitting on her table.  Their was a sudden uproar
of noise as the crowed of suitors turned into an angry mob. When
lady Nagi peered out top see what had happened she saw the Imperial
Guard holding back the angry mob. Leesi, rushed in to tell Lady
Nagi that the Emperor him self came to take her to the palace where
they would be married immediately.

 

Fearing that they would never see their mother again her sons
tried to stop the guards from taking her away. But with no luck as
they put her into the concealed imperial tram Leesi, wanting his
mother to remember him, ran to retrieve the lamp, and handed it to
her just as they rushed her away. Lady Nagi with no other choice
but to obey the Emperor, left without delay in the company of the
imperial guard for the palace.  

 

Fearing for her sons if she did not please the Emperor, Lady
Nagi locked away her misery and prepared herself for the wedding.
 Well into the night they traveled until they reached the
palace, the Jin watched and waited until Lady Nagi would bid him
come. His heart torn by her pain and by the rage of anger and
jealousy he felt.  Lady Nagi was taken to his private chamber
and made contented as she waited. 

 

The Emperor was a very attractive man but had a dark hart, and
had many concubines. So when his council objected to the
marriage he agreed with his council that he could not marry her.
 But when he finally saw Lady Nagi’s beauty, he could not let
her return home he had to have her, for himself. He informed her
that this was just a visit and that she could return home, the next
day.

 

The Emperor ordered a great feast claming that he had known her
husband and was sorry for her loss. During the celebration he used
some sleeping powder in her drink causing her to fall into a deep
sleep and that evening had his most loyal men whisked her away with
all she had to a forgotten part of the palace, that only he and his
loyal men knew of.There she awoke locked in a large room, a few
days had passed and finally loud footsteps rang out as someone came
closer to the door.

 

Weak from fear she stood there awaiting her captor to open the
door knowing it was the Emperor and her heart so sad that she was
unable to remember that she had a Jin, and he could do nothing
until Lady Nagi bid him appear by lighting the lamp. When the door
opened the Emperor, ordered two servants to prepare her for his
entertainment as he waited for Lady Nagi he had a third servant
bring in a plate of food. When Lady Nagi was ready he ordered every
one to leave and he locked the door.



  That night, she entertained him with her dancing,
polite conversation and she recited many stories passed to her by
her grand parents, until early the next morning. The Emperor was so
pleased that he gave her permission to move about the forgotten
parts of the palace, as she walked around the sun slowly set and
she find her way back to her room. 



  After she readied for bed Lady Nagi remembered the oil
lamp and lit it just before she falls asleep. When the Jin emerges
her beauty enhanced by the lamps glow stuns him. No longer able to
remain silent regarding his love for her he enters her dreams and
tells her that when she wakes up all will be changed and she will
finally be happy.  He chooses to take a familiar form to
prevent any distress. 



  The Jin so angered by the Emperor’s lies, banishes him
from his body as he sleeps and casts a spell that allows him to
possess the Emperors body forever and in return the Jin became
mortal. When lady Nagi awoke the next day, the Emperor freed her
and all his concubines. Announcing that he would marry Lady Nagi
and asked the guards to help Lady Nagi to bring her children to the
palace.
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