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I once served the Lord as the Executive Vice President of
Heartland Baptist Bible College in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. One of
my responsibilities was to facilitate a weekly staff meeting. I
liked to begin those meetings with a brief devotion. What follows
are the notes from one of the series of devotions I develoed and
gave to the staff. I did not complete all of the headings I had
originally planned and have kept those undeveloped headings here.
Perhaps someone else will want to complete them








I would be happy to correspond with you concerning the things of
the Lord or any point in these outlines. E-mail me at
marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org








GOD CAN DO EVERYTHING

Job 42:1-2

 

Job is in the midst of a conversation with God almighty. 
God has soundly rebuked Job and reminded him of whom he is in
comparison to God.  Job humbly acknowledges to God, “I know
thou canst do everything.”

 

Emphasis on the word “everything.” He did not say
“anything.”

 

Everything is bigger than anything

“Honey, I am going to the store. Do you want anything?” vs
“Honey, I am going to the store. Do you want everything?”

 

I. WE’RE HEAR BECAUSE WE BELIEVE GOD CAN DO
EVERYTHING

 

1. God Can Do Everything

2. Without Him We can Do nothing

 

II. GOD REMINDED JOB OF THAT IN CHAPTERS
38-41

Job 38:31-35

Job 39:2

Job 39:9-10

Job 39:19-20

Job 41:1-7

 

In each case God asks, “Job, can you?”

In each case the answer is NO!

 

BUT GOD CAN!

 

III. SCRIPTURE IS FILLED WITH ASSURANCES THAT GOD CAN DO
EVERYTHING

 

A. Matt 19:26 and Mark 10:27

“… with God all things are
possible.”

 

B. Luke 1:37

“With God nothing shall be
impossible.”

 

C. Examples of God using Regular Men to do Extraordinary
Things


	Gideon, fighting off the multitude with only 300
men

	Daniel surviving the den of lions

	Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the fiery
furnace



 

D. The Most Unbelievable Example is God Using the Twelve
Apostles to turn the World Upside Down for Christ

 

I HAVE A HIGH HOPE IN GOD

Because I know, as Job said, GOD CAN DO EVERYTHING

 

 

 

Creation: The Effortlessness of It 

Gen. 1:1-3

When I read of the creation account I am immediately impressed
with the effortlessness of it.  God accomplished all He
accomplished in the creation simply by speaking it done. There was
no manual work on the part of God at all!  That tells me
something about what God does.

 

1. God does what God does with no effort at
all

He does not fret and sweat to see His will accomplished. 
He does not worry and stew about things.  He does not strain
and struggle over them.  When God wants something done, it is
done!

 

2. Those things that we worry about and fret over don’t
even scratch a sweat on our God’s Brow!

We worry so much about things don’t we?  We wonder if they
are going to work out in our favor ad best interest.  We
struggle to see things done with the outcome we desire.  None
of that is the case with God.  He simple desires it to be so,
says the word and it is done.

 

Reminds me of a story I read some time ago about a father who,
while putting his daughter to bed after a hard of playing, sighed a
happy sigh and said, “I can’t wait for tomorrow!”  The dad
took some time to think about what made a child so anxious to live
and this is what he decided; Children laugh loud, play hard and
leave their worries to their father.

 

3.  Laugh Loud, Play Hard and Leave your Worries to
your Father!

Wouldn’t that be a good plan for us too? Shouldn’t we learn to
rejoice in the Lord alway… ? Should we learn to all we do heartily
and to the Lord? Since our God is able to do everything without any
effort at all, why would we do anything other than leave all those
worries to God our Father?

 

Red Sea: Impressed with the Awesomeness
of it

Ex 14:19-22

 

1. Because of What God moved

Water; not an easy substance to control

 

2. Because of how many were saved

The whole nation

 

3. Because of where it placed them

In the midst of the sea

 

Sometimes God has to place us in some awesome places to show us
how awesome He is!

 

Burning Bush: Impressed with the Holiness of
it

Ex 3

 

We ought to want to be used like that bush

1. In an Average Place

Where we are placed isn’t the issue, it is whether or not God
placed us there

 

2. Was an Ordinary Bush

Don’t we all get to feeling like we are too ordinary to used of
God?

I would worry if I didn’t feel that way!

 

3. Burning, But Not Consumed

Fire is a chemical reaction of the element with oxygen
(eventually there will be nothing left to be on fire)

 

This was the Fire of God - not the bush. 

 

That is the kind of “on fire” we all need to be.

 

Jericho: Impressed with the
Terribleness of it

Josh 6

 

Dictionary - Terribleness is a real word; means “DREADFUL” and
“EXTREMELY FORMIDABLE”

 

Our God is BOTH

Rom 11:22

 

1. Imagine Those Days of Marching Around the
Walls

-Dreadful to those inside (they knew what God was going to
do)

-Formidable to those Outside (GOD is on our side!)

 

2. When the Walls Came Down Flat

Dreadful to those inside


           
Can you imagine as all your protection turns to dust before your
eyes?

Formidable to those outside


           
Every obstacle wiped out immediately! WOW!

 

3. Slaying of All in the City

Dreadful to those inside (of course)

Dreadful to those Outside Too!


	Not a pleasant task

	Demonstration of the cost of sin

	Reminder of the wrath of God

	Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord we persuade
men 



 

 

 

Sun & Moon Standing Still: Impressed with the
Greatness of it

Josh 10:7-15

 

I. THIS IS ARGUABLY THE POST POWERFUL MIRACLE IN THE
BIBLE OUTSIDE OF CREATION.

 

It demonstrates more than just about anything I can find in the
Bible the control GOD has over that which He has created.

 

In order to stop the Sun and Moon, God would have had to
over-ride all the laws of nature and gravity.

 

— Would have involved the earth to stop spinning on its axis,
and to stop rotating around the sun.

 

The earth weighs about 6 million tons and, at the equator spins
at about 1000 miles per hour.

 

One estimate says it would take the force of 20 million billion
hydrogen bombs to stop the earth!

 

AND GOD DID IT IN AN INSTANT!

 

— It would have also involved adjusting the pull of gravity.

They say that the earth’s spin and gravity’s pull combine to
give us our mobility.


           
Not enough gravity and we would fly off the earth into space


           
Not enough spin and we would be crushed by the force of gravity

 

God had to over-ride all of that in order to make this miracle
work.

 

AND HE DID IT WITH NO PROBLEM AT ALL!

 

This is UNBELIEVABLE!

 

Here is the encouraging part of this miracle

II. THE GOD WHO DID SUCH A GREAT MIRACLE, ALLOWED JOSHUA
TO HAVE A PART IN IT!

This God, who can over power the motion of the earth and
over-ride the laws of nature.

 

A. HAS DECLARED HIMSELF TO BE ON OUR SIDE!


           
Romans 8:31

 

B. And has privileged us to be involved in His
work!

 

That ought to cause such joy in our hearts


	such comfort to our souls, and

	such reverence in our attitudes.



 

We get to WORK FOR this
God!                 

 

Sacrifice Consumed: Impressed with the Completeness of
it

1 Kings 18:38

 

I. Consumed Violently

1. “Fire … .  fell”

 

I am hearing crashing and Thundering noises here

 

2. Even the word “consumed” has a violent connotation to
it.

If you don’t believe me - ask the chicken who just became
dinner!

 

Reminds me of the fear the Israelites had when Moses was on the
Mount and they could see the lightning and hear the thunder.

 

They were afraid of God

 

II. Consumed Visibly

Everyone knew that GOD had just been there!

 

When we let GOD work through us - people in our day will know
TOO!

 

 

III. Consumed Thoroughly

Not only the Sacrifice but

 


	Wood

	Stones

	Dust and

	Water



 

Our God finishes what He starts

 


	With Salvation

	With the Bible

	With Church History

	With Israel (
Tribulation)               



 

 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego: Impressed with the Glory
of it

Daniel 3:16-18;23-26

 

We just received a new tape from the singing men at
Stillwater.  Song about this passage tells the story of them
being thrown in and, when the king looks in someone inside the
furnace says, “Pull up a chair and warm your hands boys ‘cause we
came here to stay!”

 

I only want to focus on verse 25 and the fourth Person who is
the Son of God.

In the midst of such persecution, these three experienced GOD’S
PRESENCE

 

I. THERE IS COMFORT IN GOD’S PRESENCE

The Lord was in that fire with them, protecting them from the
flames so that their hair was not singed nor did their clothes
smell like smoke!

 

Sometimes the only place we know God’s real comfort is during
times of real trial!

 

Missionary spent night hiding from a deadly tribe of
Indians.  All night he hid in a tree listening to the Indians
below him searching.

 

When the ordeal was over, he wrote, “I would gladly go back into
that deadly evening if only I could sense the presence of God like
I did that night!”

 

II. THERE IS ENABLEMENT IN GOD’S PRESENCE

vs 25 “… walking in the midst of the fire… ”

 

They weren’t in there complaining about the way they were
suffering.  They were walking about.

 

Reminds me of those people who serve God despite the fact that
they are suffering themselves!

 

Had a lady in Astoria named Elsie.  She is my age, but she
suffers from debilitating arthritis.  Elsie is in such pain
that there have been times when she said she has considered taking
her life because she does not think she can stand it any more.

 

Yet, Elsie is one of the best church greeters and soul winners
you would ever want to meet!

She makes everyone around her feel important and welcome.

 

III. THE TESTIMONY IN GOD’S PRESENCE

vs 28-29

 

Soul winning, as we do it today, is a comparatively new
event.  Thursday night visitation and such did not start until
this century.

 

Previous centuries a bulk of the souls won were lead to a saving
knowledge as they watched those who were being persecuted for their
faith go through the persecutions.

 

Foxes Book of Martyrs has the story of a preacher condemned to
die by beheading.  Just before he was executed, he was given
opportunity to recant and be spared.  Instead, he preached a
Gospel message, and THE EXECUTIONER GOT SAVED and asked for
permission to die in the place of the preacher.

 

Church history is filled with that type of account!

 

Praise the Lord, when we go through that trial, He has promised
to go through it with us.

 


	He can comfort and keep us in it

	He can enable us to serve Him and others through it
and

	He can use it as a great testimony to bring others to
Himself!



 

Virgin Birth: Impressed with the Graciousness of
it

Isaiah 7:14

 

(I used this verse because of its brevity)

When we think about the fact that God can do everything -
certainly, the Virgin Birth is a proof of that!

 

Grace being “Unmerited Favor.”

 

I. IT IS UNMERITED FAVOR THAT GOD WOULD WANT TO FORGIVE
US!

What is man that thou art mindful of him? (Psalms 8)

All we like sheep have gone astray (Romans 3)

There is none that doeth good, no not one (Romans 3)

 

It is a very healthy thing for every one of us to remind
ourselves of the grace that God shows in that he would be
interested in saving us at all!

 

Might help us with our attitudes towards those we think are
sinful.

 

II. IT IS UNMERITED FAVOR THAT HE WOULD COME TO DWELL
AMONG US!

Especially since he knew

—The conditions under which Christ would live

—The reception Christ would receive and

—The manner in whcih Christ would be killed, before the
foundations of the world.

 

III. IT IS UNMERITED FAVOR THAT HE USED A SINFUL HUMAN
BEING AS THE INSTRUMENT THROUGH WHICH HE CAME TO DWELL WITH
US!

And the same God who used Mary, will use us too

 

Not because we are so wonderful, because we have found favor in
His eyes!

God can do everything - even choose to use you and me - as weak
as we are!

 

 

Water into Wine: Impressed with the Lesson of
it.

John 2:1-11

 

Being the first of Jesus’ miracles, I think it has to say
something about the rest of them -

 

I. IT IS A LESSON IN OBEDIENCE (vs 5)

Bible tells us that Christ was obedient unto death - that he
learned humility through obedience.

 

Good leaders learn to follow before they lead.  And CHRIST
DID WHATSOEVER HIS FATHER TOLD HIM TO DO

 

We would do well to learn never to hesitate or question the will
of God for our lives but JUST TO DO IT!

 

II. A LESSON IN FAITH (vs 8)

Jesus did not test the wine by having some Himself, or having
one of His followers taste it, or even by giving it to the common
folks at the wedding to see if they thought it was suitable.

 

He had them take it straight to the governor of the feast!

 

He believed He had turned the water into wine!

 

Then, His followers exercised faith too in giving it to the
governor. THEY BELIEVED HE HAD TURNED IT INTO WINE (or at least
believed  that if He hadn’t, He would make it work out for the
right in their lives)

 

Sometimes we miss out on the greatest blessings either because
we do not do whatsoever He commands, or else we do not exercise
faith and step out on that limb for Christ.

 

III. A LESSON IN FULLNESS (vs 10)

God can do everything.  And what God does, HE DOES VERY
WELL!

 

 

Healing the Sick: Impressed with the Mercy of
It

Mk 8:23

 

Raising the Dead: Impressed with the Kindness of
it

Luke 7:11

 

Demoniac of Gadera: Impressed with the wonder of
it (sitting clothed and in his right mind)

Mk 5:1

 

Storms Calmed: Impressed with the Person of it
(What manner of man is this?)

Mt 8:23-27

 

I. GOD NEVER PROMISED THERE WOULD BE NO
STORMS

The disciples were following Christ when the storm hit.

 

So we can’t blame this storm on their being out of the will of
God. 

 

We tend to be like Job’s friends and assume that, if a person is
going through a hard time, they must be getting whipped by God.

 

Some storms are brought on so we can see God’s grace through the
circumstances that surround it!

 

II. WHAT SO CONCERNED THE DISCIPLES DIDN’T EVEN PREVENT
THE LORD FROM SLEEPING.

God had even last night’s storm right where He wanted it!

 

I remember watching that tornado on the TV last night, 1 mile
wide, tearing up houses and blowing up power transformers and
thinking;

GOD IS GUIDING THAT EVERY MINUTE!

 

I can’t imagine us going to sleep in the face of such danger,
but I do find comfort in knowing God has His hand on it all!

III. THE REACTION TO THE STORM WAS TO BRING THE
DISCIPLES TO A FULLER UNDERSTANDING OF WHO CHRIST IS

I am prone to believe that, more often than not, God allows
difficulties to come in to the lives of saints in order to give us
a better awareness and understanding of the glory and power, and
worthiness of Christ.

 

Whatever happens, whether it be a powerful wind storm, a
devastating illness, or a financial trial.

 

If it brings us to the place where we study Christ more
thoroughly and ask, “What manner of man is this?”

 

We ought to praise God for it!

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woman with the Issue of Blood: Impressed with the
Exclusiveness of it

Luke 8:43

 

Feeding the Five Thousand: Impressed with the Provision
of it

Mt 14:15
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