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Thank you for purchasing this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. Please forgive those typographical
and grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. While I have
proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many mistakes.
Also note that I have developed my own style of writing for sermon
preparation. It seems to work well for me as I preach from the
pulpit. I elected to keep most of that style intact. I trust it
will add rather than distract from the effectiveness while you
read.

I also ask that, should you find the book is helpful to you, or
if you have questions you would like to ask me, feel free to
contact me.

 

My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.








You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:

www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College

www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/

To order my book, 
Upon This Rock, Kindle edition, click on the link

To order my book 
The Foot of the Cross, paperback edition click on the
link

To order my book 
Think On These Things paperback edition, click on the
link



To order my book 
The Rapture and Return paperback edition, click on the
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Chapter 1
REVIVE US AGAIN





Ezra 9:1-8

 

I hope to use this message to explain to you the foundation for
revival meetings.

 

Why we have them; what they do; and how you can have a part.

 

Revival meetings have played a large role in my own Christian
life.

 

I began attending an Independent, Fundamental Baptist Church in
December 1979.

 

In March 1980 we had a revival.

 

That meeting had a real impact not only in my life but in the
life of a young lady I was dating.

 

Anita drove 40 miles one way each night to attend the revival
meetings. 

 

It was during those meetings that I determined I wanted Anita to
be my wife.

 

I saw the spiritual dedication she had.

 

It was during another revival meeting at Hermiston Bible Baptist
Church, while Mike Gass was preaching that I surrendered to enter
the ministry.

 

God had called me to preach before that but it was not until
that meeting that I determined God's will for my life was
primary.

 

I would not allow my job or material possessions take precedence
over God's will any longer.

 

God has done great things in my life through revival meetings
and for that reason my philosophy of ministry involves holding
regular revival meetings.

 

Our Passage on Revival 

Ezra 9:1-8

 

Ezra was a scribe.

 

Ezra 7:10 says, Ezra had prepared his heart to seek
the law of the land, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes
and judgments.

 

Ezra was an Old Testament equivalent of a New Testament
preacher.

 

He was not receiving brand new revelation from God as the
prophets were, nor was he ministering sacrifices in the temples as
the priests were.

 

Ezra's ministry involved studying God's Word, living it to the
best of his ability and teaching others to do the same.

 

Ezra had grown up in Babylon but had moved to Israel for the
purpose of his ministry.

 

I can imagine Ezra's excitement as he rode out of Babylon.

 

He was on his way to the place that God had called him
to. 

 

He was going to do the work that God had called him to do.

 

The children of Israel had been in Babylonian captivity for just
over 70 years.

 

Babylon had conquered them and annihilated Jerusalem and taken
most of the Israelites back with them.

 

After 70 years, Babylon was just beginning to allow the Jews to
return.

 

After 70 years they were in need of good preaching!

 

Ezra was the man God had called.

 

Unfortunately, Ezra's excitement turned to astonishment very
shortly after getting to Jerusalem .

 

His dreams were shattered and reality set in.

 

The Israelites in Jerusalem were backslidden.

 

Even God's priests had disobeyed God's Word.

 

 It was when Ezra saw the spiritual condition, the sin of
the children of Israel, that he rent his clothes, plucked out his
hair and sat astonished.

 

Ezra sat there for a time   waiting for  the
evening sacrifice (about 3 PM).

 

Then he began to pray publicly.

 

He began confessing Israel's sin.


	Admitted his shame.

	Asked God for revival.



 

What are some of the things we can learn from this?

Revivals are for God's people.

 

Revivals are not only for the unsaved.

 

God's children need to be revived.

 

The very word revival shows that are for God's children.

 

When you revive some one, you restore their life.

 

You can't restore life unless they already have life.

 

An unsaved person can not be revived because he is not yet alive
in Christ.

 

A revival meeting might be the place where they receive that
life but only someone who already has eternal life can be
revived.

 

If you are a Christian, you need revival.

 

Revival implies it is something that can be done more
than once.

 

In fact, I believe a Christian needs to go in for frequent
revivals much like your car needs a tune-up.

 

Church is a reviving thing but it doesn't have the same impact
because you get too accustomed to your pastor and you don't get as
large a dose.

 

A revival meeting is a concentrated dose of God's Word night
after night with a preacher whose methods, manners and make up are
new to you.

 

This way, you'll be less likely to doze.

 

You can't live just on revivals but I believe they are essential
to a truly spiritual life.

 

The Principle of Revival

 

I believe that principle can be found in Acts 6:7.

And the word of God increased; and the number of
disciples multiplied in Jerusalems greatly: and a great company of
the priests were obedience to the faith.

 

The principle for a revival is when you increase the preaching
of God's Word more people get saved and more Christians obey
God!

 

The Bible tells us of the power of God's Word.  Hebrews
4:12 says,

For the Word of God is quick and powerful, and
sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart.

 

A person simply can not sit and hear the preaching of the Word
of God without it having an effect.

 

In Isaiah 55:11, the Bible says,

So shall my Word be that goeth forth out of my
mouth:  it shall not return unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I please and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it.

 

God's Word has power.

 

It never goes out but what it accomplishes God's purpose.

 

When we increase that, we increase its effectiveness.

 

Not only is the Word of God increased during revival
meetings

 

But our opportunities to fellowship are increased as
well.

 

Hebrews 10:25 tells us,

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together
as the manner of some is: but exhorting one another and so much the
more as you see the day approaching.

 

There are some groups that almost never get together.

 

I spoke with one local pastor a few years ago who said, "We gave
up having revival meetings because no one came."

 

If I was the only one who went to a revival meeting, I would
still have them because I need them.

 

You need them too.

 

I hope you understand how vital it is to your own spiritual life
that you make it to these meetings.

 

The Word of God increases, fellowship increases and

Opportunities to invite friends increases.

 

You invite your friends to church don't you?

 

If you are saved and you know it, you should want all your
friends and family saved as well.

 

My salvation is the single most important event in my life.

 

I don't think my birth was as important as my new birth.

 

When I got saved

 


           
*God forgave all my sins


               
*God gave me a mansion in heaven


               
*God gave me a purpose to live


               
*God showed me a book to live by and


               
*God gave me a Christian family all over the world.

 

I WANT EVERYBODY TO GET ALL THE BLESSINGS I'VE GOT.

 

I WANT EVERY BODY SAVED.

 

I also want everybody to belong to my church or one like it if
they don't live here.

 


	I believe in the philosophy of the Independent
Baptists.

	I believe in the doctrine of the Independent
Baptists.

	I believe in the heritage of the Independent
Baptists.



 

If I didn't, I would find the philosophy, doctrine and heritage
I did believe in and move over there and invite everybody I know to
come with me.

 

During a revival meeting you've got increased chances to invite
folks because you've got extra services, a guest preacher and a
great musician that I promise you is first rate.

 

If you put all of these things together, you got the ingredients
for an increase in souls saved and Christians who obey God.

 

We have examined a passage on  revival and talked about the
principle of revival.

 

Plan for Revival.

 

Can I ask you to pray for the revival
meetings?

 

I'm not asking you to pray just one time for them.

 

I'd like to see a number of you commit yourselves to get on your
knees and pray everyday for the meetings from now until the last
meeting is finished.

 

Would you like a prayer list?

 


	Pray that God would show you sins you need to
confess.

	Confess those sins to God.

	Pray that God would help you invite people and that
they would attend.

	Pray that God would bind Satan.  that during the
revival Satan would not be allowed to interfere with the
meetings.

	Pray that God would anoint Mike Gass with special power
during this week.

	Pray that people who hear God's Word would respond to
the Word, get saved, confess sin, or deal with whatever their need
is.



 

PRAY DAILY FOR THE REVIVAL.

 

Plan to attend each and every night.

 

I realize that you are busy.

 

I even hesitate to suggest this to some of you.

 

But the reason I do is because I know it will be beneficial.

 

Remember, I haven't always been a pastor.  When Mike Gass
came to that Hermiston revival I was driving 70 miles one way to
work.  I got home just in time to drive to the church still in
my work clothes and without dinner.

 

I figured it was only a few nights and the spiritual food was
needed.

 

I understand your condition outside church but if your sacrifice
that week to God, I'm sure He will repay you.

 

Finally, invite your friends and family.

 

You might make a list of 15 people you believe God wants you to
invite. 

 

Pray over that list and begin inviting them.

 

Invite them in person if possible.  

 

Offer to pick them up and drive them.

 

Meet them at church if you don't drive them.  Sit with
them.

 

Do your best to bring friends.  If they don't come, at
least you'll know you did your best.










Chapter 2
THE INGREDIENTS TO REVIVAL PRAYING


Ezra 9:1-15

 

We see in these verses the ingredients of Ezra's revival
prayer.

 

Israel had been allowed to return to her own land after 70 years
in Babylonian captivity.

 

But now, in their own land, the Jews were still captives of
sin. 

 

God's people were disobeying God's commands and marrying the
heathen around them.

 

Ezra recognized this as rebellion towards God.

 

So much so that it astonished him that God's people could be so
callused to God's will for the lives.

 

In verse 5 he began his prayer that God would revive his
people.

 

The Humility and Heaviness of Heart he Had.

In verse 3 he rent his garment and mantle and plucked out his
beard.

Both were signs of humility. 

Signs that he meant business with God.

 

If we would have revival prayer, it must be humble prayer!

 

Ezra was ASTONIED

vs. 4

The word literally means “DEVASTATED, STUNNED”

 

When we see the greatness of God and the wickedness of men, we
ought to be STUNNED!

 

Ezra began his prayer I ABSOLUTE SILENCE.

 

There was once a man nicknamed “Praying John
Hyde.”  A contemporary of Hyde was an evangelist who
was being used of the Lord in a remarkable way.  One day the
evangelist made the statement that he had always coveted to have
John Hyde pray for him.

 

One night there was a knock on his motel door.  When he
opened the door, he said John Hyde was there.

 

He related that Hyde did not say a word, but stepped into the
room and fell on his face before the Lord. 

 

The evangelist said that John Hyde laid there in silence for the
longest time, before he uttered a word before God!

 

It is an awesome thing that God would allow us to enter into His
presence - is it not?

 

And, while the Bible tells us we can come boldly before the
throne of Grace, WE OUGHT NOT TO COME FLIPPANTLY, BUT HUMBLY and
reverently, evenly fearfully before that throne!

 

Ezra was ASHAMED

vs. 6


	There was no attitude of self
righteousness.

	There was nothing he thought he could offer to God to
show his worthiness.



 

He isn’t coming to God to tell Him why He ought to answer Ezra’s
prayer.

 

He comes humbly, appealing to God’s mercy and grace.  Not
man’s worthiness.

 

Revival Praying in Humble Praying!

It is prayer offered to God recognizing man’s absolute
dependence upon Almighty God!

 

We are nothing in His eyes AND WORSE.

 


	We are a sin filled.

	We have taken all the goodness of God and corrupted
it.



 

It is a wonder that God doesn’t wipe us off the face of this
earth, let alone hear and answer our prayers!

 

Ezra’s Earnestness as He Comes to God

verses 5,6,

I fell on my knees, and spread out my hands unto the
Lord my God and said, O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up
my face to thee…

 

I can almost see the tears running down Ezra's face as he
prayed.

 

Revival praying requires a man or a woman who is serious enough
about their request to humble themselves and earnestly
beg God for grace and grant revival.

 

Revival praying requires somebody that will labor a little bit
in prayer.

 

Luke 11:9

And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.
(KJV)

 

Ask and keep on asking. Seek and keep on seeking. Knock and keep
on knocking (John R Rice)

 

James 5:16

… . The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much. (KJV)

 

We need to learn to pray like Jacob prayed in

Gen. 32:26

… . I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.
(KJV)

 

Jacob was in a fix! 

He couldn’t afford to quit praying until he KNEW God had
answered.

 

HOW WE NEED THAT KIND OF PRAYING TODAY!

 

We are weaklings in the faith.

 

- David Brainerd was a missionary to the
American Indians in New York and New Jersey before the
Revolutionary War.

 

He died at the age of 29 of T.B. but not before he saw revival
take place among whites and Indians alike.

 

Just days before he died, David Brainerd wrote to his brother
who had taken his place among the Indians.

 

He told his brother to pray and fast as much as health would
allow.

 

- George Whitefield practiced a daily routine
of

 


	8 hours of prayer and Bible study

	8 hours of personal soul winning

	8 hours for sleep and eating.



 

- Martin Luther once wrote, “I have so many
things to accomplish today, I can’t afford to pray less than,” I
believe it was, “4 hours!”

 

I wouldn’t consider any one of those men theologically
sound.  BUT THEY DID PRAY

 

And that is why they saw revival and we don’t!

 

Ezra’s Confession of Sin. 

(vs. 10-11)

 

Ezra’s OWNERSHIP

He uses words like “we” and “our” when speaking about the
sin.

 

True confession of sin requires ownership.

 

It’s MY sin that is the problem.

 

We love to harp on the sins of others.

It is very popular right now to preach hard against abortion and
homosexuality and the like sins that THEY DO.

 

But we still don’t like to hear much preaching on sins like


	Anger

	Bitterness

	Gossip

	Laziness



Because those are sins WE DO!

 

Ownership - IT IS MY SIN THAT IS THE PROBLEM!

 

Ezra’s HONESTY

vs. 6

“… our sins have grown up into the heavens…
”

 

It’s not just a little bit of sin.

 

We sin A LOT

 

We might sin more than we don’t sin.

 

Ezra’s OPENNESS

vs. 11

Ezra gets to NAMING THE SPECIFIC SINS

 

And you have no genuine confession until you get those sins out
in the open before God!

 

He knows what they are anyway - we might as well go ahead and
tell Him THIS IS MY SIN!

 

(You don’t usually need to tell many others by the
way!)

 










Chapter 3
THE POWER OF REVIVAL


Ezra 9:1-15

 

Revival, in order to be genuine, must be of the Holy
Spirit.

 

If God does not work out the revival, it is in fact, no revival
at all.

 

A renewal of interest in spiritual things is not a God sent
revival.

 

Revival must be God's Spirit being poured out in such a way that
new life is given.

 

We know that the true power of revival is God's Holy
Spirit.

 

 

2 Chr 7:14

If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin, and will heal their land. (KJV)

 

I want to speak on how Christians gain revival power
through revival prayer.

 

I think now of those wonderful Christians in Acts 1. 

 

The One whom they trusted to save them of their sins and restore
God's Kingdom on earth had been crucified.

 

All of these Christians had seen Him alive after His death and
burial.

 

Jesus Christ proved Himself victor over sin and death by rising
from the grave 3 days after death.

 

They knew He was alive because He had showed Himself to
them.

 

They personally watched Him rise from the earth to the clouds
and be received into Heaven.

 

For ten days after that they didn't know what to expect.

 

Jesus had told them to wait until they received power from
Heaven.

 

Without any real idea what they were waiting for, they spent 10
days in one place in one accord and in prayer!

 

10 days together praying for they knew not what—yet they did it
with one accord.

 

If we are to have real revival,

we must learn as a group,

to earnestly and fervently

beg God together for it.

 

Let's look at the ingredients of Ezra's revival
prayer.

 

In Ezra 9, Ezra saw the need for revival.

 

Israel had been allowed to return to her own land after 70 years
in Babylonian captivity.

 

But now, in their own land, the Jews were still captives of
sin. 

 

God's people were disobeying God's commands and marrying the
heathen around them.

 

Ezra recognized this as rebellion towards God.

 

So much so that it astonished him that God's people could be so
calloused to God's will for them.

 

In verse 5 he began his prayer that God would revive his
people.

 

Notice first

I.   The Humility and Heaviness of Heart he
Had.

Ezra was upset. 

He was not mad at the people but was upset that this was the
case.

 

He was heart broken because of the poor spiritual condition of
Israel.

 

In verse 3 he rent his garment and mantle and plucked out his
beard.

 

Both were signs of humility. 

Signs that he meant business with God.

 

If we would have revival prayer, it must be humble prayer!

 

 

David Brainerd was a missionary to the American Indians in New
York and New Jersey before the Revolutionary War.

 

He died at the age of 29 of T.B. but not before he saw revival
take place among whites and Indians alike.

 

Just days before he died, David Brainerd wrote to his brother
who had taken his place among the Indians.

 

He told his brother to pray and fast as much as health would
allow.

 

Maybe the reason we see so little revival today is because so
few of us are willing to discipline ourselves to fast and pray for
it!

 

Ezra was broken hearted about the condition of those around him
and he was willing to demonstrate that heaviness by humiliation-in
our day-fasting.

 

Also see

II.   The Earnestness as He Comes to
God

in verses 5,6,

 

I fell on my knees, and spread out my hands unto the Lord my
God and said, O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face
to thee…

 

He associated himself with this stiff necked and rebellious
people.

 

In an attitude of humility he told God that they were unworthy
of God and God's grace.

 

Israel had rebelled against God over and over again. 

 

They deserved nothing good from God.

 

Ezra appealed to God's grace to grant a reviving.

 

I can almost see the tears running down Ezra's face as he
prayed. (verse 7)

 

Revival praying requires a man or a woman who is serious enough
about their request to humble themselves—even fast—and
earnestly beg God for grace and grant
revival.

 

Revival praying requires somebody that will labor a little bit
in prayer.

 

Too many are half hearted prayer warriors.

 

They will shoot  phoney bullets in mock battles and war
games but ask them to get into the real battle with prayer and they
tuck their tail between their legs and run away—a coward!

 

We need to step above little token prayers and learn to get hold
of God.

 

Perhaps pray all night on occasion.

 

We are weaklings in the faith.

 

George Whitefield practiced a daily routine of

 


               
8 hours of prayer and Bible study


               
8 hours of personal soul winning


               
8 hours for sleep and eating.

 

Not even the most spiritual would dream of that today! 

 

And that's why he saw a revival in his day and we
don't !

 

There is

III.   Confession of Sin on the Part of the
One Praying. 

(vs 10>)

 

If we pray for revival, we should expect that revival to start
with us.

 

If we are not willing to confess and turn from our personal sin,
we have no business praying for revival.

 

Christians who would ask God for revival must be willing to
confess.

 

We've broken God's Commandments.

We've sinned against the God of Heaven.

 

The reason there is need of revival must be our fault!

 

Do you know what's so good to see?

 

Even though we come so short of God's holiness He loves us and
shows us mercy.

 

We need hard preaching.

 

But even though most probably won't respond, God will still show
grace and grant revival from time to time.

 

Three ingredients to Ezra's revival prayer:

 


               
1.  Humility


               
2.  Earnestness


               
3.  Confession

 

I see again those Christians waiting in Jerusalem for the power
that Jesus said would come.

 

In one place, with one accord…

 

They didn't know what they were praying for but God gave it to
them any way!

 










Chapter 4
WHAT IS REVIVAL


 

Ezra 9:5-9

 

I want to try to answer the question—What is
revival?

 

Let's try to learn what it is we are praying for.

 

The word, "revival", is not found in the Bible but "revive",
"revived", and "reviving" are.

 

The words can mean a variety of things but all of them relate to
a basic meaning of "to give life."

 

It can mean "to give living flesh", to give sustenance that will
create life!

 

Webster's dictionary calls it "a renewed interest in
something."

 

To be a Bible type of revival, it has to go farther than an
interest… the revived one must be given something that creates new
life!

 

Folks, a genuine bible revival takes the life-giving Spirit of
God.

 

Any renewed interest that lack this element is shallow, false,
and temporary.

 

Revival will change things.  Something that is revived will
be different than it was before revival.

 

I.  Christians will be changed by revival and to
tell you the truth, the revival must start with the
Christians.

 

God always works through His own people, so God's people must be
revived in order for revival to spread.

 

Revival may not start out with many Christians being revived at
once.

 

Much of the time, I believe that the revival starts with just
one Christian who gets revived and the revival that is burning in
his heart begins to spread to the hearts of one Christian after
another until a group is affected.

 

Peter was a Christian who got revived.

 

Look at Peter in Matthew 26:69-75.

 

A Christian, he had spent 3 1/2 years learning from the Lord
Jesus Christ.

 

He had been a privileged part of Christ's "inner circle." 
One of three apostles who always went a little farther with the
Lord.

 

Peter had even seen the glorified Christ on the mount of
Transfiguration.

 

But here he is, while Christ is becoming tried in a mockery of
illegality and lies, Peter is warming himself by the murderers fire
and not only denies that he knows Jesus but curses, using filthy
language to prove it!

 

Imagine!  A Christian who had even witnessed the glorified
Christ cursing and denying the very God!

 

He goes even farther than that.

 

Peter didn't stick around to watch Jesus die.

 

He took off to have a pity party.

 

After Jesus rose from the grave and had  shown Himself to
Peter, Peter still decided to give up preaching and go back to
fishing.

 

Jesus went to him once again and asked, "Peter, do you love
me?"

 

With a grieved voice, Peter answered, "You know all things, you
know I love you."

 

Jesus says, "Then obey my words—feed my sheep."  (Go back
to preaching.)

 

Jesus told him a little more about what He expected of him and
behaving just like a backslider would, Peter pointed to John and
said, "What about him."  "What does he have to do?"

 

Peter had lost a vision for the work of God!

 

He was in a terribly low spiritual state!

 

In Acts 2, Peter gets revived!

 

After the Holy Spirit came down Peter stood up with boldness and
fire preached to multitudes and multitudes were saved!

 

What is a revival in a Christian?

 

1.  First, it's a hope in God.

 

The revived Christian has a renewed hope in God's ability to
work—especially with them.

 

The revived Christian believes:

 


           
We can see people saved


           
We can see the church grow


           
We can see people baptized


           
We can see the altars filled with people.

 

Despite the fact that this Christian may not have ever
experienced such a thing in his entire Christian life, or hasn't
seen it many years, the revived Christian believes that He can see
it happen!

 

2.  The revived Christian is excited about
it!

 

His heart is so filled with this hope that it bubbles out as
excitement… he or she expects to see God move!

 

Though the revival that has occurred in their hearts, they are
absolutely sure that God will do the same in somebody else's heart
and they are constantly watching for it to happen.

 

3.  The revived Christian is so filled with hope
and so excited about God's moving work, that they are anxious to be
a part of the work that God does.

 

 That's what happened to Peter!

 

 The man sees the moving of the Spirit on those Christians
at Pentecost and he overhead what the unsaved were saying about all
this.

 

In amazement he watched as the commotion was going on and all of
a sudden he caught a vision—God was moving.

 

This was something sent from the almighty hand of God!

 

Being a follower of Christ didn't mean locking yourself up in
room waiting for somebody to come and kill you.

 

Peter had the opportunity to serve the Lord of Lords and King of
Kings.

 

He caught a vision, got revived, and stood up to serve the
Lord!

 

That's what revival of the Christian is.

 

He all of a sudden remembers who's side he is on!

 

It totally changes his life!  He no longer grudgingly puts
away sin and puts on righteousness.

 

He enjoys coming to church because that's where God is going to
speak to him.

 

He prays knowing that  God hears from heaven and will
answer.

 

He witnesses with boldness.  Not because it is a command
but because he knows people will be saved and that excites him!

 

II.  When revival changes the Christians, it begins
to change the lost.

 

As the Christian prays and prays and prays and then goes out in
the Power of God with a heaven sent excitement and zeal, people get
saved!

 

No, not everyone gets saved.  Not even the majority gets
saved but people do get saved.

 

This Christian tells people how to get saved.  Then this
Christian teaches them to come to church and be baptized and to
tell others about salvation.

 

People who were at one time ungodly, unsaved people stop going
to taverns and start attending church! 

 

They are changed!

 

III.  This in turn, changes the city!

 

It doesn't take many Christians to really change a city.

 

Just one backslidden Christian was enough to keep God from
destroying Sodom and Gomorrah.

 

Just 120 Christians on the day of Pentecost so changed the
course of the world that what they taught spread all over the world
and has been taught for 2000 years now!

 

Just a few Christians can change a city.

 

In Acts 5:28 the High Priest said to just the 12 apostles,
Ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine.

 

In Acts 17:6, just a few believers that were co-workers with
Paul were brought before the town council of Thessalonica where
they were accused of "turning the whole world upside down."

 

In the city of Ephesas, Paul's company changed the city so much
that one of the most powerful pagan religions of that day was
threatened to cease to exist.

 

The silversmiths that made the false gods were afraid that their
craft would go down the tube.  Just a handful of Christians
made this happen!

 

I don't know what is going to happen come April but I know what
I am praying for.

 

1.  That Christians get revived.  They get charged and
excited to do God's work.

 

2.  That unsaved people will get saved, baptized and join
the church and change     

      their old ways.

 

3.  That Astoria will be changed.  That in our city it
can be said that there arose   

      no small stir about that
way.  (Acts 19:23)

 

4.  And, I'm praying that it all begins with me!

 

 

 

 










Chapter 5
THE WORK OF REVIVAL


Ezra 9:8 and 10:1-8 (especially
10:7)

 

 

My wife was witnessing the other day to an Episcopalian lady who
said she didn't believe in the wrath of God. 

 

She pointed to a flower and said I see no wrath in that.

 

Anita said that the Bible speaks more of the wrath of God than
the love of God.

 

This lady said that the Bible was penned by men and that she
didn't believe it was the Word of God.

 

She wasn't sure there ever was such a thing as the flood and
didn't believe that God was active in the world today.

 

Later, Anita and I were talking about the visit and we agreed
that it is fascinating what kind of lies that people will believe
rather than believe the truth.

 

This witnessing experience helped demonstrate the need for
revival power through revival prayer.

 

We will be largely fruitless in our efforts for the Lord unless
God sends grace and power.

 

We will never convince these blinded, confused people of the
truth but God can and that's where the prayer comes in.

 

Christians, learn to pray.  Learn to pray like never
before.

 

*Pray for Christians to be power filled.

 *Pray for lost people to get saved.

 *Pray for God's church to increase

 

Don't simply pray until the revival meetings are over and don't
only pray at the cottage prayer meetings.

 

Learn to pray for a continual revival.  Souls saved and
Christians changed for the rest of their lives.

 

Learn to really pray.

 

That's the power of revival.

 

I notice in Acts 1:8 that after the Christians received the
power of heaven they were then to be witnesses.

 

After you pray down the power, you are to get out and proclaim
God's truth.

 

I want to give you three ways to witness.

 

Each way is a step ahead of the one before it but all three are
effective methods of witnessing—the work of revival.

 

Number one

I.  You Can Invite.

 

Be used of God to gather a crowd to hear revival preaching.

 

Ezra told the group with him to make a proclamation and gather
the people together unto Jerusalem so they could be preached
to.

 

If we are going to have a real revival, all of us that assemble
in this church will have to do at least this much work.

 

We're going to have to gather the people together to hear the
preaching.

 

Sermons can't do much good to those who don't hear them.

 

Ray Brandon is a different man than he was year ago. 
That's because he was invited to our revival meetings.  He
came each night and God was able to touch him through the
preaching.

 

We can all just sit on our fanny's and do nothing but if we do,
we'll not see much happen during our meetings!

 

The more revival work that is done, the more revival we'll
see!

 

If everybody else works hard and just one of us does nothing,
then that will be that much less that isn't revived for God.

 

100% participation will be needed for all that God will want to
do through our revival.

 

Stretch yourselves.

 

Invite more people than you ever have before.

 

Try to get at least one per family member to come each night of
the meetings.

 

You come yourself and bring one more with you.

 

That's how revival will work!

 

It takes the blessings and power of God in a revival but it also
takes our work in witnessing and gathering people to the revival
meetings.

 

We're asking God for an average attendance of 40 each night.

 

That's probably just over one person extra for every body here
tonight every night.

 

In order for that to be met, we all need to do the work.

 

Try your hardest to bring at least one person with you every
night of the meetings.

This includes boys and girls.

 

If you won't try, it's almost a sure thing that we'll not reach
our goal.

 

Sure it's a lot of work but you can make it for just one
week.

 

Start preparing your list of folks to work on right now and pray
for those people every day.

 

Make a large list if you can because many won't come and you may
need to go through a few to get one a night.

 

 
If God is going to bless this revival, He'll do it because
you've worked hard and prayed hard for it.

 

No one can force you to have a part in the work but don't expect
much to happen if you're not willing to help at least a little
bit.

 

Offer to pick up folks.  Haul as many as you can.

 

It's extra work for you I know but that's the work of
revival.

 

Have a part in this work of invitation to the revival
meetings.

 

Number two

II.   Actual Witnessing. 

It's great to invite folks to the revival and see to it that
they get here but as much as you can, prepare their hearts for the
revival meetings by witnessing to them yourself.

 

Tell them about how you got saved, were baptized, and how
important church membership is.

 

Part of revival is more than just seeing the unsaved get
saved.  We also want to see Christians commit themselves to
the Lord's will.

 

Baptism and  church membership are both part of God's will
for Christians.  We need to pray that during the revival
meetings we would see Christians coming forward for both.

 

You can help by telling them about it yourself and praying for
them!

 

If you have things like these to get right yourself, if you'll
show God your submission and come forward for baptism and church
membership during the meetings, God may use you as the catalyst
that gets things rolling in the revival.

 

Be involved in witnessing.

 

Number three

III.  Soul Winning. 

All of us have friends that aren't saved.  Begin right now
to pray that they would get saved.

 

If it is at all possible, try to win them to Christ yourself
either before the revival meetings begin or during that week.

 

There aren't many of us here and I probably won't be able to
visit everyone that comes during the meetings so it may be up to
you to win that person to Christ.

 

There isn't a Christian in this room that can't lead a person to
the Lord.

 

Someone once said that we should learn to work like everything
depends on us; and pray like everything depends of God.

 

That's a very accurate statement.

 

If we are going to have a real heaven sent revival, we'll pray
like it all depends on God and we'll work and witness like it all
depends on us.

 

I guarantee you that if we are lazy and self-centered and too
caught up in personal things to get involved in prayer and
witnessing our revival meetings will come and go and we will not
see revival change.

 

Much depends on us.

 

How much are we willing to work by  inviting, witnessing
and soul winning?

 

How many are willing right now to commit yourselves to daily
revival prayer?

 

How many are willing to promise God that you will do the revival
work of inviting, witnessing and yes, even soul winning as best as
you know how?

 

Is there anybody here that would help to kick off the
revival  by coming to join the church or to be baptized?
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