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Thank you for purchasing this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. Please forgive those typographical
and grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. While I have
proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many mistakes.
Also note that I have developed my own style of writing for sermon
preparation. It seems to work well for me as I preach from the
pulpit. I elected to keep most of that style intact. I trust it
will add rather than distract from the effectiveness while you
read.

I also ask that, should you find the book is helpful to you, or
if you have questions you would like to ask me, feel free to
contact me.

 

My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.








My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.

 

You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:

www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College

www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/

To order my book, 
Upon This Rock, Kindle edition, click on the link

To order my book 
The Foot of the Cross, paperback edition click on the
link

To order my book 
Think On These Things paperback edition, click on the
link



To order my book 
The Rapture and Return paperback edition, click on the
link








Chapter 1
Introduction


The passage we have before us is a tragic one.

 

I think it is tragic for several reasons:

1. It is tragic because it is not the first time Abraham
and Sarah committed this sin.

You would think they would have learned for their sin and not
committed it again. 

 

The truth of the matter is though that once we have given in to
any particular sin – we will have a weakness toward that sin and
will have to take extra precautions not to commit it again and
again.

 

Further, Abraham and Sarah’s son, Isaac, committed this very
same sin in his own life.

The sins of the fathers ARE visited on the children.

 

2. It is tragic because it is just after an amazing
victory in fellowship with God. (Genesis 18)

 

3. It is tragic because Abraham and Sarah had probably
been married more than 50 years by this time.

 

4. It is tragic because God had made a promise to Sarah
and she was either already pregnant with Isaac, or would soon
be.

 

And yet we find in the passage that Abraham, for all practical
purposes, gave Sarah away to be another man’s wife.

 

The marriage relationship is such an important one that we find
it coming up over and over again in the Bible and even many times
in the very first book of the Bible.

 

I spent a good deal of time considering the passage and I want
to preach tonight on the subject

 

A plan to protect your marriage

 

The devil would like few things better than he would to destroy
the marriages of Christian people.

 


	It weakens the Lord’s church

	It creates hurdles to Christian service
and

	It harms our children more than we can
imagine



 

And because of that, we, who are the children of God, must make
a plan to protect our marriages.

 

So from Genesis 20 I want to draw from the mistakes Abraham and
Sarah made and give you five keys to protecting your
marriage from infidelity.










Chapter 2
CHOOSE CAREFULLY WHERE YOU DWELL


Vs 1

 

A. Abraham and Sarah had, for about 20 years, lived in
the plains of Mamre.

 

The area is near to where Jerusalem is now.

 

It had been a place of many victories in his spiritual life.


	This is where he had made a stand and given Lot his
choice of properties

	This is where he had heard Lot had been taken captive
and gathered his men together to rescue him.

	This is where he had met the Angel of the Lord and had
been told Sarah would have a child.



 

It is not like everything had been perfect there.

This is also where he and Sarah decided they could not wait for
God’s promise any longer and Sarah had given Abraham her handmaid
Hagar to have a child with – an event that had caused them both
considerable heartbreak.

 

But


	God had blessed him there

	God had spoken to him there and

	God had used him there.



 

Why he chose to move at this juncture in his life is
uncertain.

 

Maybe he was so heartbroken at the sin of Lot with his own
daughters he felt like he had to change places.

 

But whatever the reason

We know that he moved down to Gerar.

 

This was a city right next to Egypt.

Egypt was where he had committed the sin of giving his wife away
once before.

 

And Egypt is always a picture of the world in the Bible.

 

Gerar is not in Egypt

It is just right next to it.

 

The first step in protecting your marriage from infidelity
is,

B. Live as far away from worldliness as is
possible!

 

Choose carefully to live your life like a Christian ought to
live it!

 

When you


	Listen to worldly music

	Wear worldly clothing

	Enjoy worldly entertainment and

	Watch worldly TV shows



 

What else do you expect but to have worldly consequences.

 

Illustration:

They say that one of the most popular shows on TV right now is
called “Friends.”

 

I understand that it might have just finished or it is in its
last season, something like that.

 

But I read that each of the stars of the show earn 1 Million
dollars per episode.

The reason they can command that kind of money is because so
many people are watching the show.

 

But the show is absolutely wicked.

These people, who are supposedly just friends

Can’t make up their minds which one of their friends they want
to sleep with next!

 

No wonder we have so many people today who have no clue how to
be moral!

 

We watch filth like that on TV every day.

And pretty soon we think that is how you are supposed to
live!

 

Choose to live a long way away from the world.










Chapter 3
PICK WISELY YOUR FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES


Vs 2

 

A. I don’t know, maybe Abraham had not given much
thought to the kinds of people he would meet in Gerar.

 

A lot of people make moves without considering the spiritual
consequences to the move.

 

Abraham got to Gerar and realized that


	The people down there did not know him

	They were heathen people and

	He was afraid of them



 

All of a sudden “peer pressure” led him to fall back into old
sins and deny that Sarah was his wife.

 

The Bible is incredibly clear on the subject of friends and
associates.

 


	If our friends are not providing positive peer
pressure.

	If they are not helping us grow more
spiritual

	If they are not pulling us farther and farther from the
world



 

Then they are no friends for us!

 


	If you have a friend you are afraid to tell about Jesus
then he is no friend

	If you have a friend you are afraid to invite to church
then he is no friend

	If you have a friend you are afraid to show you Bible
to then he is no friend!



 

Hebrews 10:24-25 tells us the kinds of friends we need

And let us consider one another to provoke unto love
and to good works:

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching. (KJV)

 

In order to protect your marriage from infidelity you have to
have friends who will care enough about you to


	Provoke you and

	Prod you and

	Goad you



Into love and good works for Jesus Christ.

 


	Find the kind of friend who will ask you if you have
prayed ad read your Bible today

	Find the kind of friend who will call you and ask you
why you weren’t in church when you miss

	Find the kind of friend who will tell you when they
think you are falling away from the things of the
Lord



 

That is the kind of friend you need

 


	Your flesh will always like to hang around people who
make you feel comfortable

	Your flesh will like to be around people who do what
your body thinks it wants to do anyway.



 

What you need to do is find a friend who will help you NOT do
what your flesh wants to do!

 

Find


	Godly,

	Faithful,

	Serving,

	Praying,

	Wholesome friends



And stick around them!

 

By the way, in order to protect your marriage you really
shouldn’t have ANY best friend other than your spouse!










Chapter 4
STAY DILIGENTLY CLOSE TO GOD


Vs 7

There is a positive and a negative in the text concerning
Abraham’s walk with God

 

On the positive side, because he was a man of God, God protected
he and Sarah.

 

On the negative side though, God had to tell Abimelech that
Abraham was a believer a prophet no less.

 

The job of a prophet is to speak about God.

 

There is something wrong when no ones knows the prophet is a
prophet!

 

Early on in Abraham’s walk with God, he had developed the habit
of building an altar wherever he went.

 


	When Abraham had first entered the Promised land, near
Moreh, he built and altar. Gen 12:7

	When he traveled to Bethel, he built and altar. Gen
12:8

	When he arrived in Mamre, he built an altar. Gen
13:18



But when he got to Gerar, we do not read of him building an
altar there.

 

With as many temptations and tactics Satan has against the
family today we can scare afford to let ourselves slip far from the
blessings of God.










Chapter 5
STATE PLAINLY YOUR AFFECTIONS


Vs 9-13

 

Abimelech had a legitimate complaint against Abraham.

 

He had not honestly told him his relationship with Sarah.

 

I know that there are some people who are embarrassed to show
much public affection.

 

But I have to tell you I think you need to learn to get over
it!

 

There ought to be something in the eyes that tells everyone
around you that you and your spouse are


	Deeply

	Genuinely and

	Completely



in love.

 

I want to make it so clear that Anita and I are in love with
each other that people get the idea it just wouldn’t be wise to try
to break us up!

 

I am trying to protect your marriage here!

Learn to be affectionate in public.

 


	Hold hands

	Embrace

	Kiss



 

I am not talking about getting sick in public

Just let it be known – you two have a good thing going, don’t
nobody be messing with it!










Chapter 6
LOOK STEDFASTLY AT YOUR OWN MATE


Vs 16

 

This could be a difficult verse to understand.

 

Abimelech now knows that Sarah is Abraham’s wife.

Abimelech is then commanded by God to make restitution to
Abraham and Sarah for taking her.

 

By the way, he didn’t even touch her and yet he had to pay
Abraham restitution.

 

It is not just the act of adultery that is sin

Even the entertainment of it is sin!

 

Anyway, Abimelech gave Abraham


	Sheep

	Oxen

	Menservants and

	Maidservants



 

For what he had done.

 

But in verse 16 he has a gift for Sarah.

 

He turned to Sarah and said, “I gave ‘your brother’
Abraham 1000 pieces of silver.”

 

He didn’t give it to her; he gave it to her husband.

 

Then he said, “Go buy something modest so no one
else gets to looking at you!”

 

Here is what Matthew Henry’s commentary says about this
verse:

He gives to Sarah good instruction, tells her that her
husband …. must be to her for a covering of the eyes, that is, she
must look at no other, nor desire to be looked at by any other.
Note, Yoke-fellows must be to each other for a covering of the
eyes. The marriage-covenant is a covenant with the eyes.

(from Matthew Henry's
Commentary)

 

You have to be careful that, if you get too familiar with your
friends, you stop being as modest as you should around them.

 

When you are with your friends


	You keep you eyes on your mate and

	You do nothing to draw someone else’s eyes on
you!



 

Ladies, you ought always be dressed enough that no man is
tempted to look at you lustfully.
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