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This is a work of fiction. While many of the characters
portrayed here have counterparts in the life and times of Charlie
Munger, the characterizations and incidents presented are totally
the products of the author's captivating imagination.






LETTER TO BERKSHIRE SHAREHOLDERS (FIRST
DRAFT)

 

To the Shareholders of Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

 

Our gain in net worth during the last fiscal year was, say, $21
billion. (Give or take a few billion. Let me know what you want the
final figure to be. Same goes for the increased per-share book
value of both our Class A and Class B stock. I suggest pushing it a
touch under 20%. Float the annual compound rate at a tad over 20%.
Don't forget to add an asterisk to clarify those ridiculous new
reporting rules.)

 

Welcome the new shareholders. Really? 65,000 new hangers-on? God
almighty, they'll be the death of us. Probably haven't done a
decent day's work in their lives.

 

Put in a few words about our performance advantage having shrunk
dramatically as our size has grown. It's no joke. Dress it up some
by all means. Add a sentence or two about the managers, about
maximizing their talents without outlaying bonuses or other such
malarkey. (Our comp. committee meets Wednesday. They've already
agreed to what you and I promised each other. As you well know, I
would rather throw a viper down my shirtfront than hire a comp.
consultant.)

 

I think it's important we let these freeloaders know what we
don't do.

 

• Avoid businesses whose futures we can't evaluate. I don't care
how exciting Chinese desalination plants are, they're not for us.
Surely they don't all need clean drinking water. I always sprinkle
a little salt with my meals. No harm has come my way.

 

• Never become dependent on the kindness of strangers. This is
no laughing matter. We've got $8.5 billion tied up in Wells Fargo,
the country's largest home lender, and a $5 billion investment in
Goldman Sachs. They shouldn't be bitching about a little bailout of
the banks. (Where did the idiots think the money was coming from?
It doesn't grow on trees, you know.)

 

• Never allow Berkshire to become some monolith that is overrun
with committees, budget presentations and multiple layers of
management. We now have 257,000 employees. Why don't all of them
have home loans with us? Don't start whining about helping them out
with their overvalued mortgages. You can't start bailing out
everyone. People in economic distress should suck it up and cope.
They're probably drinking too many Mocha Supremes anyway. Have they
never heard of corn coffee?

 

• We make no attempt to woo Wall Street. I don't care how much
they discount their stock to get us in the door. I've never liked
those pepperdicks and their locker room antics at all. Dick Fuld at
Lehman? The man is a horse's ass. I have a little list of those who
will not be missed.

 

Investors (if that's what you want to call them) who buy and
sell based upon media or analyst commentary are not for us. They
only have themselves to blame.

 

What do they expect? A handout? All those homeowners feeling
sorry for themselves because they thought they could make a living
off the sweat of others. Thought they could sit back and count
their money.

 

Bailing out homeowners is like shoveling manure to people
complaining that life is a little harder than it used to be. Well,
suck it up and cope, buddy. Suck it up and cope. It's not necessary
to hope in order to persevere.

 

What's wrong with these people? Can't they be a little more
philosophical about the vicissitudes of the market? They likely
think Cicero is an Italian eatery. Damn fools, the lot of them.

 

They thought they could get something for nothing. They brought
all this on themselves, thanks to their asinine conduct. If they
weren't so uppity the banks wouldn't have had to offer so many
divergent loans and derivatives. They were buying houses on a
shoestring. They made a mess of it for sure.

 

They broke the sacred trust that binds debtors and creditors.
Their thinking was all wrong-side out. All they had to do was work
hard and pay back their overinflated borrowings. Nothing could be
simpler.

 

Since when did God give them the right to make money by
increasing the value of their assets?

 

The economy will be a shambles for years to come because they
didn't understand their place in the middle ranks and in the
shallows. There is plenty of unpleasantness still to come.

 

I'd be surprised if employment bounces back with the wonderful
speed it did in previous economic disappointments. Every business
has rationalized itself to do more with less. It's a bad market for
easy employment. So what? Cope with whatever life deals you with
competency and grace.

 

You might die. So what? Even a 25% death rate is not all bad
news. It might be tragic, but the Black Death was good for the
survivors. So I don't think it's a time to be discouraged.

 

Warren, I'll leave you to spruce up the details on our major
operating sectors, balance sheets and income account
characteristics. Try and keep it a little folksy this time.

 

I'm off to lunch.

 

 

Charlie

 

P.S. Ease up on the table tennis.

 

P.P.S. Who in God's good name put the damn sushi on NetJets'
menu?
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	YOU KNOW WHAT
I LIKE TO DO AT FOUR O'CLOCK, ED? (2010)
Meet Hollywood's most inglorious bastard.

Legendary bad boy movie mogul Don Simpson has just been made the
new head of production at Paramount Studios. As he waits for a
journalist to arrive for a customary interview, he reflects on his
hectic life so far. A life that has seen him rise from Nowhereville
Alaska to the top of the Hollywood food chain.

''YOU KNOW WHAT I LIKE TO DO AT FOUR O'CLOCK, ED?'' is a fast
and furious Hollywood story. It's a scene sliced right out of Don
Simpson's life.

Can the ferocious Simpson win over the journalist from the L.A.
Times?



	


THE
RUMORS SWIRLING ABOUT JAMES PATTERSON (2010)
Do you remember your first day on the job?

Engaging writer's first day on the job at James Patterson, Inc.
He wants to make a good impression but it's not going to be as easy
as he thought. If only he didn't lose his damn full stop.

''THE RUMORS SWIRLING ABOUT JAMES PATTERSON'' is a lean, mean
literary machine. Ever wondered how they make a bestseller? Time to
punch in.

Can the new writer avoid temptation and get with the
program?



	


BOSCUTTI'S
DON SIMPSON (NOVEL) (2011)
Nothing succeeds like excess.

Outrageous Hollywood super producer Don Simpson wants to do
something good with his life. But all the hookers and drug dealers
and movie stars just keep getting in the way. Simpson teamed with
Jerry Bruckheimer to create the high concept blockbuster that
changed the business for ever. Now he wants to change himself.

"BOSCUTTI'S DON SIMPSON" is a wild Hollywood novel. It's based
on an award-winning screenplay. It's a brilliant, freewheeling look
at a life in free fall.

Will the notorious Simpson overcome his demons and finally make
a film he is proud of?

'Like Elvis, Don Simpson died in the bathroom for our sins.'
Lynda Obst

'Don Simpson symbolized the kind of extravagant, excessive,
larger-than-life figure who is drawn to Hollywood, one whose
personal demons grow hand in hand with successes and personal
fortunes.' New York Times

'The average Hollywood tycoon prefers to be discreet about such
plunder. But Don Simpson was an animal, and the suave masters in
silk suits were tickled that he was so naked, so acting out with
it.' The Independent

'Simpson's uneven temperament inspired fear in underlings and
awe among some of the biggest names in Hollywood.' Los Angeles
Times

'Blistering fuel-injected no-holes-barred look at everything
that went wrong with Hollywood.' Patricia Walden

'Part lurid celebrity potboiler, part industry insider and
seldom less than engrossing.' Dan Suraci

'Blackly hilarious, beautifully written novel that blends fact
into a new form of fiction.' Mike Fabus

'Boscutti has found a character and a narrative mode that
exploits all his strengths.' Tom Rabins

'Enthralling, terrifying and grimly compelling portrait of a
true Hollywood psychopath.' Stephen Harris

'Fascinating imagining of the hellish battles Simpson fought
with himself and everyone around him.' Lisa Timmermann

'Ambitious, complex and powerful novel with a narrative
intensity that sears the soul.' Robert Ferguson

'Outrageously imaginative, compulsively readable tour de force
you'll be hard pressed to put down from.' Catherine Eversly

'Remarkable and rhapsodic novel about the life of movie mogul
spinning out of control.' Eric Shannon

'Overwhelmingly vivid and powerful rendering of a man who
outlived his own myth.' Kim Stenson

'Charged and thrilling experience that will leave you breathless
with anticipation.' Philip Galloway

Based on an award-winning screenplay. Includes Bonus Author's
Note, Author's Interview and Opening Pages of Stefano Boscutti's
Next Novel.

STEFANO BOSCUTTI is an independent writer and director. He loves
stories about true life mavericks who's wild ambition leads them to
soar too close to the sun. Way too close. Boscutti's stories are
usually laced with humor and a slap of irony. He likes to write
(and read) fast. Real fast. He once won a junior high school
swimming race. But that's about the extent of his sporting
prowess.



	


THE
WEDDING VIDEO (SCREENPLAY) (2011)
Everyone loves a wedding.

You don't want to read something dry and droll. You want to read
something smart and funny. Something you can laugh out loud to.

"The Wedding Video" melts the most subversive comedies ever
written into one manic concoction of love and lust. Peopled with
wannabe mafiosi, this intriguing farce pits a young man on the rise
against the don who wants to bed his fiance on their wedding
day.

One mistaken identity after another. Switchbacks, fallbacks and
fall guys. Half turns and half wits. Double and triple entendres.
All in the space of one mad day.

"The Wedding Video" is a riotous comedy screenplay. It's a
sparkling, dizzying take on tripping up the ruling elite.

Will young Figaro get one up on the bombastic Don Almaviva?

'Comedy makes the subversion of the existing state of affairs
possible.' Dario Fo

'History repeats itself, first as tragedy, second as farce.'
Karl Marx

'Sparkling adaptation of Beaumarchais' scandalous plays.' Pierre
Alekan

'Audacious farce of disguise and mistaken identity that
alternately satirizes and condemns the privileged few.' Maria
Grelson

'Marvelous tapestry of farce, wit and frivolity.' Denise
Clavel

'Fanciful, fast and funny.' Robert Meyer

Based on Pierre-Augustin Caron De Beaumarchais' revolutionary
plays "Le Barbier de Séville," "Le Mariage de Figaro," and "La Mère
coupable."

'I think screenplays are the literature of the future. We all
live our lives increasingly through screens, so why don’t we write
for the screen. For "The Wedding Video" I developed a screenplay
style beyond the current American model. It’s a mix of English,
Italian, and Japanese, with a dash of the early silents and
newsreels. It simplifies the technical parameters so it’s easier
for you to read. A lot easier. I hope you have as much fun reading
it as I had writing it.' Stefano Boscutti



	


BRING
ME THE HEAD OF JOHN GRISHAM (STORY) (2011)
What would you do for a million dollars?

Risk averse expatriate life insurance agent Bob Proctor has to
steal back the head of famed American legal thriller author to
claim a million dollar bounty from a retired Mexican drug lord. He
soon finds himself way out of his depth on the back roads of
Mexico. Army snipers, wild dogs, gold Cadillacs, one-handed Narcos.
The whole enchilada.

"BRING ME THE HEAD OF JOHN GRISHAM" is a loco literary story.
With enough twists to give you whiplash.

Can the timid Proctor become fearless?

'The books of the future may not meet all the conventional
criteria for literary value that we have today, or any of them.'
Time Magazine

"Ruthless, contemporary take on Sam Peckinpah's weird,
horrifying film that somehow transcends its unlikely material."
Gary Hughes

'Riveting, snarling thriller with some brutal twists and turns.'
Garth Hableton

'Absorbing, bizarrely spellbinding and strangely humorous.' Alex
Guerrero



	


RICK
PERRY PRAYS FOR THE ASSASSINATION GAMES (STORY) (2011)
When you look at American politics these days, what do you
see?

Land of the extreme, home of the crazy? The Democrats are
keeping their loonies under wraps. But the Republicans? Man,
they're out of control.

"Rick Perry Prays for the Assassination Games" is a political
'what if' story? What if you take the current principles of the
Republican Party to their natural conclusion? What if those values
reign supreme?

What if it really is every man for himself? What if you destroy
all those meddlesome laws and regulations? What if it is kill or be
killed?

Imagine the Republican Primaries as the Hunger Games. In a
derelict shopping mall. With lots of security cameras. So there's
no place to hide.

No more dull speeches, no more boring debates, Republican
contenders now face each other in a thrilling three-day fight to
the death where the winner will lead the party to the next
election. You can even bet on it if you like.

Rick Perry is the odds-on favorite. He has the love of his God
and his sponsors. So why does he doubt himself?

'Our dystopia just got a little more dystopian.' Edward
Warner

'Brilliant, cruelly funny satire of American politics and
television programming.' Mark LaPorte

'Damning reflection on the reality of American democracy.' David
Tarallo

This is a work of fiction. While many of the characters
portrayed here have counterparts in the life and times of Rick
Perry, the characterizations and incidents presented are products
of the author's imagination.

'Where did the idea come from? Probably from watching one of the
early Republican debates when the audience cheered at Rick Perry's
record number of executions. I guess if you live by the death
penalty you better be ready to die by it.' Stefano Boscutti



	


"KAFKA'S
HAIRBRUSH" (STORY) (2012)
Someone's having a bad hair day.

Anxious writer Franz K. waits for the pharmacy in Prague's old
square to open so he can purchase a bottle of his favorite hair
tonic. Why are they late? What is wrong with the clerk? Why can't
he understand a word he says?

"Kafka’s Hairbrush" is an analeptic literary love story. A
little pick-me-up.

Can the fretful writer ever settle his nerves?

'Fine and thought provoking, full of insight into the creative
process and the obligations of the writer.' Yvonne Thibault

'Dark, unsettling pastiche of the life and times of Franz Kafka
slips easily under the skin.' Paul Stein

'Polished, elegant and impeccably written. Never strained or
fussy.' Robert Seban

'I think it’s about a man in love with writing falling in love
with love. At least that’s how it started, although after a few
lines it started to write itself. Hope started to shine through the
words.’ Stefano Boscutti
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