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Author's Notes

John Dryzek uses a radical definition of citizenship to outline
a transnational public sphere where politics occurs at one remove
from the institutions of government. This concise, clearly written
guide examines Dryzek's arguments including key concepts such as
the de-traditionalisation of societies through globalisation, and
the transnational public sphere. If you enjoyed this ebook, look
out for Jürgen Habermas and Deliberative Democracy, John Rawls
and Deliberative Democracy, Deliberative Democracy Basics,
Deliberative Democracy Essentials, and Online Narratives:
Interactivity and Storytelling on the Internet. All of which
are available through Amazon, The iBookstore, Smashwords, and all
good ebooks vendors.








Chapter 1
Dryzek's Deliberative Democracy Theory


This guide examines John Dryzek’s deliberative democracy theory
and some of the criticisms levelled against it. I argue that
Dryzek, while detailing a strong model of transnational citizenship
and a compelling argument for transnational deliberative politics,
presents only a weak conception of transnational democracy. Dryzek
presents his theory in three instalments, and the discussion will
follow them in their order of publication. In the first text,
Democracy in Capitalist Times (1996), he outlines the
difficulties that capitalist political economies present to
democratic practice, and argues that the state is no longer the
sole site for democracy and democratization. In this text, he gives
a detailed account of the challenges democracy faces, and the
conditions under which it will flourish. In the second text,
Deliberative Democracy and Beyond (2000), he gives a
detailed description of his preferred model of deliberative
democracy, presenting his arguments through a critique of
democratic theory and practice. In the third and final text,
Deliberative Global Politics (2006), he outlines his
theory of a transnational deliberative democracy.

 

Democracy and
Capitalism

 

Dryzek argues that the sustainability of capitalist democracy is
under pressure because of the tension between capitalism and
democracy,

Democracy under capitalism is hard to sustain because of the
grave-digging individuals that capitalism increasingly produces…
.Public choice theorists have demonstrated that a politics of
unconstrained strategy in pursuit of individual desires is an
incoherent mess in which policy outcomes are arbitrarily connected
to public preferences, responding instead to the narrow
self-interest of politicians, bureaucrats and concentrated
interests (Dryzek, 1996, p. 145).

He concludes that it is no longer possible for capitalism to
underpin future democratisation, or to sustain systems of
democratic control. The only democratic alternative, according to
Dryzek, is a democracy based on communicative rationality (Dryzek,
1996, p. 146). Having examined democratic thought under the
constraints of a capitalist political economy (p. vii), he embarks
upon a critique of deliberative thought (Dryzek, 2000, p. v) from
which emerges a theory of deliberative democracy that is
transnational in nature and is centred on political activity in
civil society and the public sphere.

The foundation of Dryzek's deliberative theories is presented in
Democracy in Capitalist Times (1996), where he expresses a
preference for some democratic systems and outlines conditions
within which democratic principles can flourish,

There are many sites in which democracy can be pursued, and
different kinds of democracy may turn out to be appropriate to
different sites. Still, I shall make arguments about the kinds of
democracy worth pursuing, on behalf of a democracy that is
deliberative, rather than aggregative, republican rather than
liberal, communicative rather than strategic, disrespectful of the
boundaries of political units, pursued in civil society rather than
the state, and consistent with broad rather than narrow definitions
of politics (Dryzek, 1996, p. 15).

Different types of democratic control may be suited to different
areas of life. Outlining a set-in-concrete model may be
counter-productive, as it would not be appropriate for all
situations. By arguing that some democratic systems are preferred
to others, but not necessarily core to the means of democratic
control, Dryzek allows for the democratisation of areas of life
that have been neglected by other theorists, who tend to focus on
the state (1996, p. 15).

The impetus of Dryzek's study comes from the pressure that he
argues capitalism is placing on democracy and democratisation.
While the relationship between capitalism and democracy has long
been a positive one, it has soured in recent times,

Market capitalism does not determine a particular kind of
political structure beyond a state to carry out the essential
function of enforcing contracts, securing private property rights,
and issuing and controlling money, without which markets cannot
easily function (1996, p. 24).

There is no imperative for capitalism to democratise beyond the
nation state, whether it is to move beyond the state into
transnational systems, or move within the state into civil society
and the public sphere.  Once the state is established, and
these vital functions of the market guaranteed, capitalism has no
further use for democracy. Markets place pressure on governments
once they are in place in a society because the revenue that
investment generates finances governments’ policies. This
relationship between markets and state revenues acts as a
structural constraint on state activity in capitalist democracies.
It constrains any activity, including democratisation, which
threatens business profitability.  

Under pressure from capitalism, Dryzek sets out to examine the
prospects for democracy. In Democracy in Capitalist Times,
he is not particularly concerned with outlining his preferred model
of democracy (a task he leaves to Deliberative Democracy and
Beyond (2000)). Instead, he outlines what he calls a
‘democratic concourse’, within which democratic principles are
applicable,

A concourse represents a place where ideas, positions,
opinions, arguments, criticisms, models, and theories run together;
it is the sum of communication on any topic. The democratic
concourse may be defined as pertaining to the collective
construction, distribution, application, and limitation of
political authority. Within this concourse, there is plenty of room
for variety in terms of how, when, where, and by whom democracy
might be pursued. It is important to remain open to the possibility
of democratic innovation in novel and surprising places (1996, p.
4).

Through the democratic concourse, Dryzek describes the three
conditions, or dimensions, upon which democracy and democratisation
depends. The first, franchise, refers to the number of
participants in a political setting. This number increases or
decreases depending upon conditions imposed on participation,
including ethnicity, geography, or any other limiting factors.
Scope is the second condition for democracy and refers to
the ‘domains of life’ subject to democratic control. Essentially,
it refers to where the interface between what is private and what
is public. Finally, authenticity refers to whether
democratic control is substantive or symbolic in nature (1996, p.
5). Improvements in any of these conditions indicate greater
democratic control, or a democratisation of a previously
undemocratic area.

In addition to the conditions of democracy, Dryzek supplies
guidelines that govern the interplay between the three conditions.
He argues that decreasing one condition to increase another does
not constitute an increase in democratic control, or a
democratisation,

One reason for respecting this first guideline is to eliminate
ambiguity in the assessment of democratization, for there is no
easy way to weight the relative importance of each dimension and so
judge any sacrifice orthwhile.

A more important reason for specifying that no dimension of
democratization ever be sacrificed for the sake of another is the
danger entailed in any such sacrifice. Given the uncertain
condition of our knowledge on these matters, especially concerning
the calibration of sacrifices, it is hard to determine whether a
sacrifice is indeed a small one or whether we stand at the top of a
slippery slope (1996, p. 6).

Sacrificing one condition for another could taint the democratic
process, or invalidate democratic control. Elevating democratic
authenticity above the others could lead to a narrow democracy,
where the few are privileged, and the range of issues under
democratic control narrowed (1996, p. 6). ‘Reckless enlargement’ of
the scope of democratic control could lead to a situation where no
areas of life escape political scrutiny, and those who are
scrutinised may be without recourse against the systems of social
control (1996, p. 6). Finally, a ‘reckless extension’ of democratic
franchise runs the danger of exposing the newly enfranchised to
manipulation and domination at the hands of skilled elites such as
corporate advertisers, or political spin-doctors (1996, p. 7).
These guidelines direct the interplay between the conditions of
democracy, but there are also elements with the democratic
concourse that restrict them.

The elements that constrain the democratisation process and
resist democratic control outline the limits of the democratic
concourse (1996, p. 9). These democratic constraints are: the
capitalist state, the international system, economic rationality,
and ideology. All four aspects relate to capitalist thought, which
has allied with democracy and democratisation in the past. These
four constraints limit democratisation in all aspects of life, and
dampen or hinder existing democratic arrangements (1996, p. 9).
Dryzek also identifies four sites where democracy and
democratization can occur: the state (which is the most important
site in the process), civil society, the economy, and the
international system. An improperly arranged state, even if it were
democratic in nature, would stifle democratisation and democratic
control in the other three arenas. Dryzek identifies social
democratic corporatism as the best arrangement for an exclusive
state that would best allow democratisation in the other three
arenas. It allows civil society to flourish without the overweening
co-opting of civil society that would occur under inclusive forms
of liberal democracy, or the aggressive individualism of actively
exclusive states (1996, p. 16). Each of the restraining elements is
considered individually in the following section.
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About The Author

 

Dr Hercules Bantas has been teaching and reading political
science for the better part of a decade. It is his opinion
that he is too often immersed in some weighty tome or
other, the authors of which always use one
thousand words where one hundred words would suffice. It was
while juggling no less than three weighty tomes by the same author
and trying to understand what the fellow was
trying to say that the idea of The Reluctant Geek
Guides was born. He is well aware that publishing clearly
written and unambiguous guides to important ideas in the human
sciences is frowned upon in some circles, but he's going
to do it anyway. Despite his well documented grumpiness,
Hercules claims to like people and can be contacted by
email at reluctantgeek[at]iinet.net.au.

 

Reluctant Geek guides are
available for deliberative democracy, hermeneutic theory, and more!
Check them all out at Smashwords
, 
Amazon, and reluctantgeek.weebly.com
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This compilation is a complete guide
to contemporary deliberative democracy thought. The collection is
made up four guides: Deliberative Democracy Basics, John Rawls and
Deliberative Democracy, Jürgen Habermas and Deliberative Democracy,
and John Dryzek and Deliberative Democracy.
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	Deliberative
Democracy Basics (sample) (2010)
This guide covers the basics of deliberative democracy by
canvassing a spectrum of theories on the subject. It explains what
is unique about deliberative theories of democracy, what they all
have in common, as well as how they differ. An excellent
introduction to an emerging stream of democratic theory.



	


Understanding
Essay Writing: A Guide to Writing Essays by Someone Who Grades Them
(Sample) (2010)
An informative guide on how to write a good essay (written by
someone who has graded a heck of a lot of them), it contains essay
writing strategies, helpful tips, and a step-by-step process guide.
Learn how to get the highest grade possible for your work and avoid
the mistakes that so many students make.



	


Jurgen
Habermas and Deliberative Democracy (sample) (2010)
Jurgen Habermas is one of the most influential thinkers of our
time. This easy to understand guide summarises his theory of
deliberative democracy and covers many of the central concepts such
as communicative reason, communicative power, and the ideal speech
community. A must for students of Habermas and those with an
interest in contemporary democratic thought.



	


John
Rawls and Deliberative Democracy (sample) (2010)
This guide is a clearly written, in-depth analysis of John
Rawls' deliberative democracy theory. Covering such important
concepts as the idea of public reason and the politicised public
sphere, it is an invaluable guide for students of political science
or for anyone has an interest in current democratic thought.



	


Understanding
John Rawls: Justice as Fairness (excerpt) (2010)
This guide explains Rawls's concept of 'justice as fairness'. It
covers such topics as the two principles of justice, the principle
of fairness, and the difference principle, as well as examining
some of the criticisms levelled at Rawls's arguments.



	


Understanding
Plato: 'The Symposium' (sample) (2010)
This guide examines Plato's discussion of love in The Symposium.
It covers all the speeches, culminating in Alcibiades's drunken
homage to Socrates, and examines the moral dimensions Plato
attaches to love, as well as key concepts such as Common and
Heavenly love.



	


Understanding
Aristotle: The Virtues (sample) (2011)
This guide examines the virtues in Aristotle's moral theory. It
covers moral and intellectual virtues, the doctrine of the mean,
and happiness.



	


Understanding
Kant: Concepts and Intuitions (sample) (2011)
This guide examines Kant's theory of knowledge, specifically his
arguments for separating human thought into concepts and
intuitions. Based on the Critique of Pure Reason, this guide covers
his critique of empirical and rational thought, and explains key
concepts such as a priori judgements, analytic and synthetic
judgements, and the difference between pure and empirical
concepts.



	


Understanding
Descartes: I am, I exist (2011)
In Meditations on First Philosophy, René Descartes uses rational
thought to argue that his essence exists in his thoughts alone. He
reasons that the mind and body are distinct and separable, and that
the mind, as the originator of thought, is what defines the person.
This guide will outline the reasoning Descartes' uses in
establishing his theory of knowledge that he argues is necessary to
form a 'proper foundation' for the sciences and move it away from
the medieval systems that were the prevailing orthodoxies of the
time.



	


Understanding
Freud: The Unconscious Mind (2011)
A concise guide to Freud's theory of the unconscious mind as
outlined in his Introductory Lectures on Psychoanalysis. Topics
covered include the role the unconscious plays in 'parapraxes', the
dream-works, neurotic diseases and symptoms, and it's central part
in psychoanalysis.



	


Accounting
Fundamentals: Financial Statements and the Accounting Equation
(Sample) (2011)
This study guide covers the fundamental accounting concepts that
form the foundations of the discipline. Using easy to understand
language, it deals with basic assumptions, the role and structure
of financial statements, and the relationship between assets,
liabilities and owner's equity in the accounting equation.



	


Accounting
Fundamentals: The General Journal and the Ledger (sample)
(2011)
This study guide explains the roles played by the General
Journal and the Ledger in the accounting recording process. Using
easy to understand language, it deals with journalizing
transactions, posting to the ledger, and the preparation of a trial
balance.



	


Accounting
Fundamentals: Adjustments and Closing the Books (sample)
(2011)
There are several reasons why an account may need adjustment -
to correct an error, for example, or to update a balance before
preparing financial reports. However, the nature of accounting
requires that every adjustment must be transparent, verifiable, and
justifiable. In other words, anyone looking through the accounts
should be able to easily identify an adjustment to an account and
understand why it was necessary. This guide explains when it is
permissible to adjust an account, and how to make that adjustment.
It explains the time period assumption, the accrual basis of
accounting, as well as the procedure used to 'close the books' at
the end of an accounting period.



	


Love
Lust and Petty Crime (Chapters 1 and 2) (2012)
Emmet Storch was an unemployed sponger who thought he had no
calling in life. All that changed when he landed a job in the call
centre at the monolithic Star Insurance where, from the very first
day, he was magnificent. It was as if the very essence of insurance
ran through his veins and he and his telephone were as one. Irate
policyholders found comfort in his soothing words; recalcitrant
contractors became polite and respectful.

It would have been perfect if not for his lecherous and
treacherous hormones.

A humorous look at love and lust in the iAge where consumerism
runs rampant and integrity can go and get stuffed.



	


Accounting
Fundamentals: Inventories and Retail Operations (Sample)
(2012)
Retail operations and the accounting tools used to deal with
them are the focus of this essay-length study guide. Arranged in
three sections - inventory control methods, accounting for retail
operations, and cost flow methods - it explains and demonstrates a
range of concepts including perpetual and periodic inventory
systems, FIFO and LIFO inventory costing methods, and gross
profit.



	


Virtually
Real (Chapter 1) (2012)
Otto was having trouble relating to people, which is why the
virtual world of Sword of Valour was so appealing. Here was a world
where excitement replaced tedium, where you could kill annoying
individuals, and where the level cap kept you from growing old. It
seemed like virtual heaven. Sadly, it wasn't.

In Sword of Valour, you could be whoever you wanted to be. What
was puzzling was that everyone seemed to be exactly the same as
they were in the real world. The same hang ups, the same egos, the
same bloody mindedness. The only real difference, as far as Otto
could tell, was that if you killed someone, instead of rotting, he
or she complained. It was enough to make a conservative young man
unsheathe the virtual daggers and go rogue.

A tale about who we think we are, who everybody else thinks we
are, who we really are, and who we wish we were.
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