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Thank you for purchasing this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. Please forgive those typographical
and grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. While I have
proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many mistakes.
Also note that I have developed my own style of writing for sermon
preparation. It seems to work well for me as I preach from the
pulpit. I elected to keep most of that style intact. I trust it
will add rather than distract from the effectiveness while you
read.

I also ask that, should you find the book is helpful to you, or
if you have questions you would like to ask me, feel free to
contact me.

 

marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org








You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:

www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College

www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/

 

I have several books available for purchase either as e-books or
paperback at lulu.com. Search for my name.


Upon This Rock, A study in Baptist Doctrine


The Foot of the Cross, these were there when Jesus
died

Depravity,
Getting Honest With Sin


Think On These Things, Bible Study Series,
Philippians


The Rapture and Return, Bible Study Series, First and
Second Peter

These Are
Written, Bible Study Series, A Harmony of the Gospels

 








Chapter 1
Introduction


Joel 2:21-25

 

One of the grandest things about the Bible is that we can find
the simple Gospel in almost every page.

 

To be sure, we can only see it in many of those pages when we
are very familiar with the Gospel and when we take time to
carefully meditate upon the Bible.

 

But the Gospel message is there.


	On nearly every page of the Bible

	In nearly every line of the Bible



 

God repeats over and over again, in various ways and using
widely divergent illustrations, His message of Salvation through
the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

One of those passages that present to us the simple points of
God’s message is the prophecy of Joel.

 

This book is a unique one.

 

Joel is classified as one of the Minor Prophets

Not because his book is less important than other parts of the
Bible, but because it is shorter.

 

Joel, the scholars tell us, lived in the same days as the better
known prophets Elijah and Elisha.

 


	Although they made a name by the miracles they
accomplished, they never wrote a book of the Bible

	Joel never did any miracles that we know of, and his
name is not mentioned by the kings of his day…But he did write a
book that God included in the Inspired Text, and we benefit from it
still today.



 

The prophecy concerns Israel’s sin, return to the Lord and God’s
future blessing upon them.

 

But, and I feel like these are such important keys to
understanding the Bible that I repeat this very often, the Old
Testament, the Bible says was written

For our learning

Romans 15:4

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were
written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of
the scriptures might have hope. (KJV)

 

For our admonition

1 Corinthians 10:11

Now all these things happened unto them for
ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the
ends of the world are come. (KJV)

 

For our profit

2 Timothy 3:16-17

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness:

That the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good

(KJV)

 

So I can go to the Old Testament and find things that not only
tell me about Israel, but also


	Teach me,

	Encourage me and

	Profit me



In my own spiritual life

 

There are only three chapters in the book of Joel and each
chapter roughly corresponds to a key truth in the Gospel
message










Chapter 2 A
MESSAGE ABOUT SIN


Joel 1:5

 

A. The sin that is pronounced in Joel is concerning the
sin of drunkenness.

 

Certainly whole message could be preached on this sin.

 

It is almost a taboo to preach against alcohol in America.

 

During the days of prohibition America learned that it could not
legislate away drunkenness.

 


	We could not write enough laws and

	We could not hire enough officers to enforce those
laws



To keep people from drinking

 

Illegal stills were hidden in the woods and behind barns.

 

Whole businesses were built on


	Producing

	Transporting and

	Marketing



The illegal drink

 

I watched a documentary on the invasion of Normandy some time
ago.

 

It was interesting to learn that the Higgins’ boat that was used
as our troop’s landing craft was originally designed to transport
illegal booze through the swamps and marshes of Louisiana.

 

As a nation we lost the war on alcohol so miserably that we
surrendered to it.

 

Today alcoholic drink is so acceptable that Washington boasts of
being one of the top ranked states for wineries in the country.

 

But the message of the book of Joel, and the Bible as a whole,
is not an attack on any one sin but on sin itself.

 

B. You can’t sit and breathe a sigh of relief because
you aren’t a drunkard.

 

The Bible says

Isaiah 53:6

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned
every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the
iniquity of us all. (KJV)

 

The Bible is quite plain about the problem with sin.

 

It says

Rom 3:10

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not
one: (KJV)

 

And

Rom 3:23

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God; (KJV)

 

C. Sin manifests itself in many ways

 

It could be


	Drunkenness

	Immorality

	Rebellion against authority



 

It might be


	Anger

	Jealousy

	Pride



 

It may appear as


	An evil look

	An bad temper

	A selfish attitude



 

But all of those are really just the outward symptoms of the
real problem – a heart that is not right with God.

 

D. The New Testament Greek word that is translated
sin means, “to miss the mark.”

 

Sin does not have to be this horrible thing in your mind.

 


	Sin is to miss God’s mark for your life.

	Sin is to not be who God created you to
be.



 


	Sin can be a spoken word

	Sin can be an impure thought

	Sin can be a physical activity



 

But sin comes from the heart.

 

Jesus said

Mark 7:21-23

For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed
evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,

Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit,
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride,
foolishness:

All these evil things come from within, and defile
the man. (KJV)

 

Sin starts in the heart and works its way into life.

 

E. All of us have sinned and all sin is offensive to
God.

 

Maybe drunkenness is a good example of sin as a whole.

 

People tend to think that a little drink is not so bad.

 


	We might even think a guy is weird if he won’t have a
beer with his friends once in a while

	But when the drunkenness progresses to where that same
friend drinks most of the time, then we judge him



 

God not only judges the one who over does, but the one who gives
in just a little.

 

James 2:10

For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet
offend in one point, he is guilty of all. (KJV)

 

You see, it is not just the big sins that are offensive to God,
but all sin; because God sees the first sin as being that same
thing as committing all sin.

 

So there is in the book of Joel, as there is all through the
Bible, a message about sin.










Chapter 3 A
MESSAGE ABOUT JUDGMENT


Joel 2:1-5

 

A. About this time I think I can hear someone
saying, “Doesn’t the word Gospel mean ‘good news’? This is
pretty bleak stuff you're telling us right now preacher.”

 

Yes, the word Gospel does mean good news.

 

But before a man can ever appreciate it, he has to know why it
is good news.

 


	It is good news that God loves us, but that in itself
is not life changing

	It is good news that people can go to heaven, but that
in itself is not life changing

	It is good news that men were created to be the
children of God, but that in itself is not life
changing.



 


	We will never appreciate that God loves us until we are
convicted that God hates sin

	We will never really be thankful that we can go to
heaven until we are genuinely convinced that we could also go to
hell

	We will never really understand what it means to be a
child of God until we first come to understand that we came into
this world children of the devil



 

I woke up this morning,


	Got out of bed

	Took a shower

	Dressed in my nicest clothes and

	Drove to the church



 

I suppose I am thankful for


	That I have bed

	That I have a bathroom

	That I have clothes to wear



But not nearly as thankful as I would be if my house had caught
on fire the night before.

 

The Gospel does contain this very beautiful jewel.

But what sets it out is the dark contrast of our sin and God’s
judgment of that sin.

 

B. Israel had sinned against God and Joel’s prophecy
told them that judgment was coming.

 

The very same is true for you and me.

 

The very same book of the Bible that says

Rom 3:23

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God; (KJV)

 

Also says

Rom 6:23

For the wages of sin is death; …..
(KJV)

 

I am a sinner.

And God’s Word promises that I will receive death because of
it.

 


	I cannot get around it

	I cannot avoid it



 


	I can ignore it

	I can deny it

	I can eat healthy and

	I can exercise to procrastinate it



 

But I can never get away from it.

 

I am a sinner, and as a sinner Hebrews 9:27 says

…it is appointed unto men once to die, but after
this the judgment: (KJV)

 

C. The God of love is also a God of wrath

Heb 12:29

For our God is a consuming fire.
(KJV)

 

Rom 1:18

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in
unrighteousness; (KJV)

 

It is very true that God loves every man and woman and boy and
girl on this planet

 

But it is also true that God will judge men who reject His
word.

 

The last few days our news has been filled with stories about
Zina Linnick, the twelve year old girl who was kidnapped and
murdered July 4th.

 

The person who is likely to be charged with this crime is a
repeat sexual offender.

 

God’s Word tells us exactly what to do with people who commit
the kind of crime this man committed.

 

Deut 22:25

But if a man find a betrothed damsel in the field,
and the man force her, and lie with her: then the man only that lay
with her shall die: (KJV)

 

We hate the kind of person who would abduct and kill a little
girl.

 

God hates that we won’t obey His Bible when it comes to dealing
with the sin.

 

As much as we pray that the judgment of our system will fall
upon the man who did this; God says His judgment will fall
“against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,
who hold the truth in unrighteousness;”










Chapter 4 A
MESSAGE ABOUT SALVATION


Joel 3:9-17

 

Salvation is the good news of the Gospel.

 

And what makes it such good news is that those of us who are
saved know what we are saved from.

 


	Saved means more to us than that we turned over a new
leaf

	Saved means more to us than that we decided to start
coming to church

	Saved means more to us than that we “got
religion”



 

We who are saved call salvation good news because we know


	We were saved from the wrath of God

	We were saved from an eternity it hell

	We were saved from the judgment of our
sins



 

Let me summarize salvation in two points.

 

A. Salvation can only be found through Jesus
Christ

Joel 3:16-17

 

I quoted a portion of  Romans 6:23 to you earlier. Let me
quote the whole thing to you now…

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(KJV)

 

Salvation is a gift found only through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

 

Joel said salvation will come when the Lord is


	The hope of His people and

	The strength of His people



 

As long as we think we can be saved by any good thing we do;


	As long as we have hope in our own good
works

	As long as we think we are strong enough or smart
enough



To save ourselves we cannot be saved.

Salvation only comes to those whose hope and whose strength is
only in the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

B. Salvation is made ours through a personal
decision

Joel 3:14

 

Romans 10:9-13

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness;
and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.

For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him
shall not be ashamed.

For there is no difference between the Jew and the
Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon
him.

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved. (KJV)

 


	We aren’t automatically saved because God loves
us

	We aren’t automatically saved because our parents are
Christians

	We aren’t automatically saved because we start going to
church



 

In order to be saved there must be a personal decision made to
place


	our trust

	our hope

	our strength



In Jesus Christ.

 

Apostle Paul said it this way

2 Timothy 1:12

… for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him
against that day. (KJV)










Chapter 5
Conclusion


Have you placed all the hope for your salvation from the
judgment and wrath of God against your sins in Jesus Christ?

 

Have you personally called upon the name of the Lord and asked
Him to save you.

 


	Not just to make you a better person

	Not just to give you a better life



But to save you from the wrath of God against your sins?
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