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Chapter 1 I
HAVE GOTTEN A MAN


Gen 4:1

And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain,
and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. (KJV)

 

If you think about it, child birth is an important subject from
Scripture. Jesus' deity is proven, more than from anything else,
from His birth. Had everything else been true about Christ, but His
birth not been from a virgin mother, HE COULD NOT BE GOD IN FLESH,
AND ABLE TO SAVE US OF OUR SINS.

 

I have identified thirteen of the most prominent childbirths in
the Bible, and I want to take each one individually and see what we
can learn from them. In each case there will be significant lessons
for us to learn, some very earthy and practical; some lessons will
be doctrinal or theological but hopefully, all of it will be
helpful and inspirational.

 

We begin, then, in the most natural of places, WITH THE VERY
FIRST BIRTH RECORDED IN THE BIBLE.

 

Ee do not know for sure that it is the very first birth. Only
that it is the first one found in God's Word. I figure Cain was the
first person born because the firstborn is an important part of
Scripture throughout the Bible. But there is no real Biblical proof
of that.

 

People ask the question, in an effort to trip up preachers, IF
ADAM AND EVE WERE THE FIRST PEOPLE, AND THE ONLY ONES GOD MADE,
THEN WHO DID THEIR CHILDREN MARRY? The simple answer; they married
their brothers and sisters. There is nothing in the Bible to
preclude that Adam and Eve had more children than Cain, Abel, and
Seth. In fact, Genesis 5:4 tells us that Adam begat sons and
daughters. The guy lived nine hundred and thirty years. A man could
build up quite a family in that length of time. (Especially in the
kind of environment they lived in where paying for the kids would
have been easier.)

 

How many children did Adam and Eve have? I don't know. I do know
they were given a command of God to be fruitful and multiply, and
to fill the earth. THAT WOULD PRETTY WELL TELL ME THEY HAD MORE
THAN TWO OR THREE KIDS.

 

And as far as marrying their own siblings, there was no law
against that for nearly 2000 years after God created Adam and Eve.
It also would not have been as dangerous then, because the gene
pool would not have been so corrupted as it is today.

 

Can you imagine the excitement that must have revolved around
the birth of Cain? Especially if he is the very first born son,
This is a brand new thing. Every time a child is born it is
exciting, filled with possibilities. But this was the very first
one.

 

I can remember when my first son was born like it was yesterday.
We were in one of those new fangled type hospitals. The nurse gave
my son to me immediately. There he was in my arms, kind of
squinting, not used to the light.

 

There were two thoughts that raced through my mind. The first
one was panic; WHAT WAS I GOING TO DO NOW? I had to be
responsible.

 

The second one was one of wonder.


	What would Bo do with his life?

	What would he become?

	What kind of person would he be?



He was my FIRST BORN!

 

Try to imagine what must have been going through Adam and Eve's
minds at the birth of Cain.

 

Three things from Genesis 4:1 and especially from this phrase;
"I have gotten a man from the Lord.."

 

I. THE HOPE SHE HAD.

I am going to get my main thoughts all out of the word MAN. It
is the Hebrew word, Ish. Its basic meaning is male in contrast to
female. It is the same word the Hebrews used for husband (as
contrasted with wife , the Bible picture is a man, married to a
woman, there is supposed to be a difference between the husband and
wife)

 

But it has several shades of meaning throughout the Old
Testament.

 

IT SPEAKS OF A MIGHTY MAN.

 

A man of men!

 

And Eve said, at the birth of Cain, "I have gotten A MAN FROM
THE LORD."

 

I see hope in that phrase.

 


	I do not believe she cared that her boy grew up to be a
mighty hunter, like Nimrod.

	I do not think she cared if he grew up to be a great
sports figure, like some today hope.



 

I doubt that she ever even pondered whether her son would be the
President.

But I do believe Eve had a hope for her son.

 

1. She Hoped he would be the MAN FROM GOD.

You see, after Adam and Even had sinned, God promised them that
one day a woman would bare a son who would wipe out the sin problem
Adam and Eve had caused.

 


	Because of their sin, they no longer had fellowship
with God like they once had

	Because of their sin, they no longer got to live in the
Garden of Eden like they once had and

	Because of their sin, they no longer could expect to
live forever, like they once could



 

But God had promised in Genesis 3:15

That one day, a woman would bare a child, and He, though bruised
by Satan, would finally destroy Satan.

 

That is a prediction about Jesus Christ. That is the first
promise found in the Bible about the Messiah.

 

AND TALK ABOUT A MIGHTY MAN, No man is like Jesus Christ!


	He is a sinless man

	He is an eternal man

	He is a loving man, and

	He is the ONLY man that can save a person from his
sins



 

Perhaps, in Eve's phrase

"I have gotten a man from the Lord"

 

There was the hope that this man, would be THAT MAN.

 

We know that he wasn't, but she had that hope.

 

2. She Could Have Hoped He Would Be the Father of That Man.

We know that the actual Father of Jesus Christ is God the
Father.

 

But I mean here, that if Cain wasn't the Messiah himself maybe
he could be the one to start the line that became the line Christ
was from. Someone would have to be that man you know? We know it
was Abraham. He became the father of faith. And it is from the line
Abraham founded, Christ eventually was born.

 

I am imagining Eve as she looked into the eyes of that little
baby. Probably her first born; AND I CAN SEE HOPE IN HER EYES THAT
THIS LITTLE BOY WOULD GROW UP TO BE GODLY, and raise godly children
after them, that raised godly children after them.

 

I am told that Jonathan Edwards, a preacher in the 1700's prayed
faithfully not only for his children, but for his children's
children after them. They say that when you trace Jonathan Edwards
family line, you find some of the greatest men in American
history.


	Preachers

	College presidents

	Statesmen and even a

	Vice President of the United States



 

More can be learned about a man by looking at his family than in
almost any other way. While our children have a right to grow up
and make their own decisions the Bible does say, bring up your
children in the way they should go, and when they are old, they
will not depart from it.

 

Whether or not our kids grow up to live right with God says a
lot about whether or not we have lived right with God too. What
parent isn't filled with hope for their child's future, and even
for their grandchildren after them?

 

3. Eve Would have At least had the Hope That Cain Would Grow Up
to Be a Man of God!

She would have hoped he would grow up to love the Lord and serve
the Lord and lead others to do the same.

 

If Cain wasn't actually the Messiah,

Perhaps he could be the father of the line that eventually gave
the Messiah.

 

And if that were not to be the will of God

At least Cain Could Grow Up to Lead others to a saving faith in
the Messiah!

 

There is, in those words,

"I have gotten a man from the Lord"

 

Hope

 

II. THE SORROW SHE HAD

This comes from the name she gave to her son. The name Cain,
comes from a root word which means; to chant or wail and is also
translated in the Bible "A mourning woman." This is reminiscent of
what God told Eve in Genesis 3:16, that as a part of her curse for
sin, there would be sorrow in child birth.

 

I do not believe God makes each woman endure pain in childbirth
as punishment for what Eve did. I believe the pain that is
associated with Child birth has three values

1. To Remind us of the Original Sin.

Whenever a child is born into this world, we have a reminder of
the original sin of Adam and Eve.

 

That is important, because the Bible says that just like sin was
passed to us through one man, Adam so sin is forgiven us through
one man, Jesus Christ.

 

2. To remind us we are Born Sinners.

No one had to teach me to sin, I was born a sinner. Left to
myself, I would have figured out plenty of my own ways to sin, I do
not need that any man should teach me.

 

We talk about the innocence of a little baby. We do not mean by
that that the baby can't sin. We just mean by that, the baby has
not learned many sins yet. Our kids must be taught NOT TO SIN. Our
job as parents is not to keep our kids away from sinful things. Our
job is to actively teach them how to restrain their sinful passions
and, when they are of age, to teach them how to have their sin
forgiven by Christ.

 

3. To Remind us to Fear For my Child.

I am afraid for my kids. They are both saved now, praise the
Lord, but before that, I feared they might not accept Christ. I
feared they would not get to go to heaven eternally with me. But
even now, I fear for them. I fear they will turn from God. I fear
they will love this present world and backslide into many
destructive and hurtful sins. And because I fear for them, I want
to play as active a role in their lives as I possibly can.

 

And I want that role to be the right kind of role. I want to be
the kind of father that teaches them to live for God, not the kind
of father that teaches them to be sports stars. The Bible says that
Bodily exercise profiteth little. And to exercise yourselves rather
unto godliness. I want my boys to be spiritually fit, and
physically fit later.

 

I want to teach them to be godly. I do not care if they have a
education that is accepted by the academic world. I want them to
have an education that prepares them to live for God. Nothing wrong
with sports or any of that. I am just saying I am afraid for my
kids. I am afraid that too much of the world will lead them away
from Christ.

 

I am looking at a little mother holding her firstborn son, Cain,
right now.

 

And as I watch her,

I see the hope she had, and

I see the sorrow she had,

 

III. THE HEARTBREAK SHE HAD

The name, Cain, comes from a Hebrew root word meaning sorrow.
But the actual Hebrew word, Cain, means, A SPEAR. Eve's hope for
her little boy ultimately turned to heartbreak.

 

As she watched him first,

1. Turn away from the Lord.

We read the story of Cain and learn that he worshipped God his
own way instead of God's way.

 

There are only two ways to worship God; God's way, or the
Devil's way.

 

When we say, "I worship God my own way." What we are really
saying is we worship the Devil.

 


	Cain didn't mind going to church. He just wanted to go
to the church of his choice.

	Cain didn't mind giving offerings to God, he just
wanted them to be the offerings of his choice.

	Cain didn't mind being religious, he just didn't want
to obey the Lord.



 

That is exactly what happened about four thousand years later,
when the people of Jerusalem, who were very religious, hung Jesus
Christ upon the Cross, and thrust him through with a spear. They
made their choice to continue to be religious, but not to receive
Jesus Christ as their Saviour.

 

How Eve's heart must have broken when Cain offered a false
sacrifice to God.

 

2. Cain Turned from man, and killed his own brother.

This is the natural progress of things; first a man turns from
God, then he will turn from man.

 

You see that in our country today. The farther our country gets
from the Lord, the higher and higher our crime rate goes. You see,
we can't really love man, until we first love God, because he is
the source of all real love.

 

The Bible tells us in the last days there will be unnatural
affections.


	Parents who don't love their children

	Children who rebel against their parents

	Men with men

	Women with women

	Wars and rumors of wars



It is because, as more and more or the people of this world,
turn farther and farther away from God, they will also begin to
turn farther and farther away from man!

 

Eve's heart must have broken as she watched her son turn away
from God

And it must have further broken as she watched her son turn away
from man.

 

The ultimate heartbreak of a mother would have come when she
realized

3. God had turned from her son

This didn't happen quickly, but it did happen. God gave Cain a
chance to repent of his sins after he had offered the wrong
sacrifice. Cain could still have made things right with God. God
even gave Cain a chance to repent and make things right after he
had taken the life of Abel, his brother. God was longsuffering with
Cain, not willing that he should perish, but rather that he would
repent and be saved. But, Cain would have none of it. And so, we
see Cain, cast out of the presence of God, to wander in the
wilderness until his death. (And I believe then, he went to hell
eternally.)

 

God is also longsuffering with us. He does all he can to get us
to get right with him. He forgives the worst of sins we can commit
on this earth. But if we do not somewhere in this life, confess our
sin and accept Christ as Saviour, God will have no alternative but
to cast us eternally into hell fire.

 

And do you know whose heart breaks the most when that happens?
It is not the mother's, but Lord's.

 










Chapter 2
SHE AGAIN BARE


Gen. 4:2

And she again bare his brother Abel.  And Abel was a keeper
of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. (KJV)

 

My subject will be the birth of Abel.

 

There is not a lot said concerning this birth, or even of
Abel.

 

We do know from the Bible that he was a righteous person.

We also know that he was a man of faith (Hebrews 11).

 

What is interesting to note about Abel, is the name his mother
gave him.

 

The word is one that means "empty or unsatisfactory."

 

Which is an interesting twist.

 

Here is Abel.

A child who grew up to be good and godly. And his mother named
him Empty and Unsatisfactory. While Cain, who grew up to be so
wicked and ungodly, was named "A Mighty One."

 

It appears that Eve learned a few things about the life of sin
between the birth of her first and second child.

 

When her first son was born, she was hopeful that He would be
able to make a swift end of sin. That he might be the One to take
away the sin of the world.

 

By the time her second son was born, she had lived a life with
the consequences of sin long enough to know that life without God,
and a life with sin;

 

Was empty, vain, and unsatisfying!

 

I took the time to read every verse in the Bible where the
Hebrew word for Abel is found.

 

The word is most often translated into the English word,
vanity.

 

Perhaps the Bible verse that best sums up what Eve might have
been thinking when she named her son Abel was;

Ps 39:5

Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; and mine age
is as nothing before thee: verily every man at his best state is
altogether vanity. Selah. (KJV)

 

Jesus once said, "Without me, ye can do nothing." John 15.

 

Sin has so wrecked man's composition and nature, that everything
about us is empty, vain, and unsatisfactory without Jesus
Christ!

I. OUR THOUGHTS ARE VAIN WITHOUT CHRIST

Ps 94:11

The LORD knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity.
(KJV)

 

People can have all kinds of wrong thoughts

 

1. Vain Thoughts

Jer 4:14

O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness, that thou mayest
be saved. How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee?
(KJV)

 

These are thoughts of useless, empty things!

 

They are like idle words, they have no usefulness. They
accomplish no real purpose.

 

The are worthless.

 

My wife and I used to say to each other that we wanted to turn
on the TV and vegetate.

 

We wanted to "turn off" our minds!

 

While I do not believe everything about TV is wicked,

 

TV has done more to hurt our world than we can possibly
imagine.

 

Even those who are not Christian know that the television has
robbed America's population of


	her health

	her creativity

	her productivity

	her industry and even

	her education



 

People don't read like they used to

Therefore they lose


	Their skills of communication,

	Their ability to picture something that does not exist
in their minds



They lose the desire to get out and do things

 

Besides all of that, the TV communicates a powerfully negative
message. The sanctity of the average American home is violated
daily with countless acts of violence, immorality, and filthy
language.

 

So that our thoughts are filled with vanity and nothingness.

 

2. Foolish Thoughts

Prov 24:9

The thought of foolishness is sin: and the scorner is an
abomination to men. (KJV)

 

We know of two types of foolish thoughts men can have.

 

A. The fool who says there is no God

Psalm 14:1

 

There is nothing more foolish than to deny the existence of
Almighty God!

 

B. The fool who says he will not die

 

Luke 12:20

But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be
required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast
provided? (KJV)

 

It is foolish to, for any reason, refuse to deal with the fact
that we are going to die and give account to God one day.

 

The Non Christian NEEDS to consider this fact!

.

It is fine for you to get by day to day right now. maybe you
feel like you are pretty well able to take care of things by
yourself today.

 

BUT WHAT WILL YOU DO WHEN YOU FACE ETERNAL HELL?

 

There can be nothing more foolish than to put off getting right
with God and securing your eternal place in heaven.

 

The Christian also NEEDS to consider the fact that he will stand
before God One day!

 

If the Christ really spent more time dwelling upon that subject,
he would be less likely to give in to sins.

 

He would be more likely to hear and obey the words of his
preacher.

 

He would be  more interested in obeying the Lord, and less
interested in obtaining worldly successes.

 

Think about it for a minute. If you knew for a fact that Jesus
would come for YOU this week, what would you begin to do to make
sure you met him right?

 

The fact that you haven't already done those things PROVES you
have this foolish notion that you won't have to meet with God any
time soon.

 

3. Evil Thoughts

Mark 7:21

For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, fornications, murders, (KJV)

 

The only hope for pure thoughts, rather than vain, foolish, and
evil thoughts, IS A RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD!

 

II. OUR LABOUR IS VAIN WITHOUT CHRIST.

Eccl 1:14

I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and,
behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit. (KJV)

 

Eccl 2:11

Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on
the labour that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity
and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.
(KJV)

 

God has ordained that mankind work and labour.

 

It does not matter whether you are a male or a female. If you do
not do some sort of labor, you will very shortly have a poor regard
for yourself.

 

It does not really matter what type of work we do.

Nor does it matter that much what kind of income we receive for
the work.

 

But we must do some form of worthwhile work in order to
experience an since of worth!

 

On the other hand-

No matter how great a job you might be able to get.

Without Christ

 

YOU WILL FIND THAT EVEN LABOR IS VANITY!

It will be empty and unsatisfying.

 

I met a man several years ago who was a marine biologist.
To me, that sounded like such a neat job; keeping track of the
different kinds of marine life in our waters and all of that.

 

I'll never forget his response when I told him how neat his job
sounded to me. He said it is just like every other job, "Under the
curse."

 

But work doesn't have to be that way!

Gen. 29:20

And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto
him but a few days, for the love he had to her. (KJV)

 

Jacob was in a country which he did not want to be in.

He was working for a man for whom he would not have wanted to
work

 

And yet, because of his love for Rachel, seven years of labor
seemed like only a few days!

 

IF JACOB COULD HAVE THAT KIND OF ATTITUDE BECAUSE OF HIS LOVE
FOR A WOMAN, SHOULDN'T WE BE ABLE TO HAVE THAT SAME ATTITUDE
BECAUSE OF OUR LOVE FOR THE SAVIOUR?

 

You see, the Bible tells us we are supposed to work.

To earn our own living with our hands

 

We are to work as if we were serving the Lord

 

No matter if our occupation is a full time ministry, or a
secular type of labour

 

And we are to work as if serving the Lord

 

No matter if our boss is good to work for or hard to work
for!

 

All of a sudden, work can then be satisfying rather than vain
and empty,

Because we find our fulfillment, not in the work itself, BUT IN
THE ONE FOR WHOM WE ARE WORKING!

 

III. RICHES ARE VAIN WITHOUT CHRIST

Eccl 4:8

There is one alone, and there is not a second; yea, he hath
neither child nor brother: yet is there no end of all his labour;
neither is his eye satisfied with riches; neither saith he, For
whom do I labour, and bereave my soul of good? This is also vanity,
yea, it is a sore travail. (KJV)

 

Eccl 5:10

He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he
that loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity. (KJV)

 

There is nothing wrong with being rich and having an abundance
on this life.

 

Nor is there anything righteous about being poor.

 

My advice to a young person seeking God's will about a career,
is to look for some form of work that he can use to please honor
the Lord with, AND THAT HE CAN EARN A GOOD INCOME WITH.

 

If I had my "trothers" concerning working, I would rather earn a
large amount of money rather than a small amount of money for the
same amount of hours worked.

 

There is nothing wrong with that.

 

The two problems that can arise are:

1. When The riches are sought to satisfy.

If you think that money can buy happiness you are VERY
mistaken.

 

Case after case can be given of people who had little or no
moral character, but had lots of money, AND THE MONEY, instead of
making them happy made them even that much more miserable.

 

Happiness and joy can only be found in a right relationship with
Christ.

 

If your relationship with Christ is right you will be a joy
filled and satisfied person, IN THE MIDST OF THE MOST HORRIBLE OF
TRIALS.

 

But if you do not have a right relationship with Christ, YOU MAY
BE MISERABLE, EVEN WHEN CIRCUMSTANCES COULD NOT BE BETTER.

 

The second problem concerning riches is;

2. WHEN YOU CHOOSE TO STEP AWAY FROM GOD IN ORDER TO MAKE MORE
MONEY.

No amount of money is worth the price of moving away from the
church God wants you in.

 

Or having to miss services in order to make that money.

 

Or having to work so many hours you can't have a godly
relationship with you family or maintain regular devotions.

 

You see, your purpose in life is not to make money.

Your purpose in life is to fear God and keep His
commandments

Ecclesiastes 12:13

 

You would be better off living in a shack eating someone else's
leftovers than to take a job that would keep you from your duty
before God.

 

IV. EVEN LIFE ITSELF IS VAIN WITHOUT CHRIST

Eccl 11:8

But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them all; yet let
him remember the days of darkness; for they shall be many. All that
cometh is vanity. (KJV)

Eccl 8:10

And so I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the
place of the holy, and they were forgotten in the city where they
had so done: this is also vanity. (KJV)

 

What is the use of just living out your days and then dying?

 

So many people have lived their entire lives for things and
pleasures, only to come to their death bed and realize it was all a
waste!

 

The pleasures robbed them of their health. The things will just
rot away.

And even their riches will be left over to people who will not
use them in the way they would have wished.

 

Walt Disney would have never dreamed that his name would be used
to produce the filth and trash they call Disney films today.

 

But, on the other hand, there is the life that is lived for
Jesus Christ!

 


	It is a life filled with purpose

	It is a life filled with reward

	It is a life filled with direction

	It is a life filled with hope



 

And it is a life filled with ETERNITY.

 

Eve looked down at her second born child, a little wiser, a
little more knowledgeable of the true effects sin had had on
mankind.

 

And she said to herself, unless this child has God, he is
nothing more than vanity.

 

Maybe it was that thought that helped her and her husband
instruct Abel in the ways of the Lord where he obeyed them instead
of being like Cain, who rebelled against them.

 

Without Christ, all is vanity.

 


	If your life is empty, unsatisfying a guarantee you, it
is because of your relationship with Christ.

	If you are not saved, it is no wonder you are always
looking for something else to make you happy.



 

God created you with a spot only HE can fill.

 

You will continue to search for love and joy, and peace and
satisfaction, and you will never never find it, UNTIL YOU COME TO
CHRIST.

 

But Christian, have you noticed that you too have that sense of
emptiness?

 

It is because we Christians also allow ourselves to look for
satisfaction outside of Christ.

 

And we will never find it anywhere other than through the
Lord.










Chapter 3
THE GOD OF ANOTHER CHANCE


Gen 4:25

And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his
name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed
instead of Abel, whom Cain slew. (KJV)

 

We come to the third birth recorded into the family of Adam
and Eve. There were others, but these three, God saw as significant
enough to have recorded in the Eternal Word of God.

 

I think it is significant that, of the thirteen births we
will be studying (I picked these thirteen because they are the ones
that have some special significance) three of them (almost one
fourth) are into the family of Adam and Eve. And six of them (just
less than one half) are found in the book of Genesis.

 

It reminds us of the how important this book is to the rest of
the Word of God and to accurate doctrine.

 

Genesis means beginning. What is found in it is foundational to
everything else we believe.

 

Genesis is like the cornerstone or working point in
construction. It is that place where everything else rests.

 

In construction, you always have a working point. You take all
of your measurements off of it.

 

You refer everything you do to the working point to make sure
the building fits together when its done.

 

Genesis is that working point. in Bible Interpretation.

 


	Get Genesis right, and you'll be a long way ahead in
getting the rest of it right.

	Get Genesis wrong, and you'll be messed up throughout
your understanding of Scripture



 

Let's rehearse some of what we have learned thus far in the
births of Cain and Abel:

 

Cain was born first.

 

When he was born, his mother was all excited! She named him
Cain: The mighty man!

 

There was hope in her name for Cain.

 

Hope that he might be the Saviour.

 

Hope that he might be the one who saves mankind from their
sin.

 

And, if he were not the Saviour, hope that he would be godly.
Hope that he would raise his family to live for God and that
perhaps one of his children would be the Saviour.

 

And, If not that, at least there was hope that he would grow up
to be a man of God and preach to others the way of life. Perhaps he
could lead to the Lord the one whose child would be the
Saviour!

 

He could, she hoped, at least be used to bring others to a
saving faith. But those hopes were dashed.

 

Cain did not grow up to be godly, but to be worldly. He grew up
to be the kind of person that did his own thing.

 

He offered a sacrifice to God that was of his own liking rather
than one that pleased the Lord.

 

And he grew angry when God wasn't happy with it.

 

Ever know anyone like that?


	Ever know someone who thought he ought to be able to
worship God his own way, and God should be happy about
it?

	Ever know anyone who got upset when they were told
their own way of worship was not pleasing to God?



 

I suspect that Adam and Eve were heartbroken more than once
about this son of theirs who they had had such high hopes for, but
turned out to disappoint them by his self will.

 

Then, Abel was born.

 

Mom named him Vanity.

 

By this time, she had come to the place where she realized how
horrible the consequences of sin would be.

 

But Abel did grow up to be a godly person.

 

Being a parent myself, I can well imagine the pleasure Abel must
have been to his parents as he grew up.

 

The Bible says that godly children are an honor and glory to
their parents.

 

They must have been so very proud of their son.

 

And so, I do not know for sure what would have been the most
painful part of Cain's killing Abel; the heartbreak of a murderous
son or the Agony of Abel's death.

 

But then Seth was born.

 

When this boy was delivered into the world Eve exclaimed

"God hath appointed me another seed… "

 

Or, if you don't mind

"God has given me another chance!"

 

The name "Seth" means, "a substitute". or "instead of"

 

It is indicative of the Bible doctrine of Substitution.

 

And especially of the doctrine of the substitution of Christ for
our sins.

 

You see, the Bible teaches us that God cannot just ignore our
sins.

 

He is just and His justice demands that sin be paid for.

The trouble is, if we were to pay for our own sins, it would
take eternity in hell to do it.

 

So God provided for us a substitute. Someone to  pay for
our sins for us.

 

God sent His own Son, Jesus Christ to this earth, He took upon
Himself the sins of the whole world,

 

And He paid the debt for sin that you and I could never pay.

 

Rom 4:25 says about Christ;

Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our
justification. (KJV)

 

With all of that said, here is the proposition I want to bring
before you tonight:

 

Because God had given Adam and Eve a substitute for the fallen
Abel;

 

They Still had hope.

 

God had given them another chance if you will, through this
substitute, this new born son, Seth.

 

And we have hope today because of the substitution Jesus
Christ.

 

Through Christ, there is hope.

 

Though we mess things up so badly, Through Christ there is
hope.

 

Though sin has marred the whole of the human race, Through
Christ there is hope.

 

Though the devil has tricked and deceived us into all sorts of
wicked things, Through Christ we have another chance, there is
still hope.

 

Three things I want to show you:

I. STILL HOPE FOR THE FAMILY

Adam and Eve had one son who was in exile as a murderer.

And another who was the victim of the murder.

 

I am sure they had other children; but the Bible does seem to
indicate there is something special about these tow to Adam and
Eve.

 

And they had lost them both.

 

Their family was a shambles.

 

It appears when we read Genesis 4 that the other children of
Adam and Eve were raising ungodly families.

 

Genesis 4:26 says that it was not until the birth of Seth's son,
Enos, that men began to call upon the name of the Lord.

 

Before Seth came along, it looked like there was no hope for a
godly family again.

 


	No one was calling upon the Lord.

	No one was searching the things of
Christ.



 

It looked like the hope for a godly family was long gone for
Adam and Eve.

 

But then, God gave them Seth.

 

And then, when his family began to grow, MEN BEGAN TO CALL UPON
THE NAME OF THE LORD.

 

Did you know that because of Jesus Christ there is still hope
for the family even today?

 

1. There is still hope for those family members you think are a
lost cause.

 

Whether it is a husband, a wife, a son or a daughter.

 

Because of Jesus Christ there still is hope that they will 
make things right with God in the future.

 

Some of the most encouraging things I know about is to spend
time thinking about how God brings a family around for the
Lord.

 

There are so many cases that can be given where a son has gone
away from the things of the Lord, but sometime later God brings
them to live for Christ.

 

Cases where a child gets saved, and after years of prayer, here
comes their mom and dad to the Lord,

 

Cases where whole families eventually get right with the Lord
and begin to live for God.

 

Because of Christ, there is hope for the family.

 

2. Because of Christ there is still hope for your own
family.

 

You can come to Christ and have the hope that you can raise your
kids for the Lord.

 

What a sad thing it would be if we had to turn our kids over to
the devil and just hope that some of them would make it through and
learn to live for God.

 

I would almost not want to have children if I did not have at
least some hope that if I  …

 

Prov 22:6

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he
will not depart from it. (KJV)

 

I praise God that because of Christ, I have the hope that if I
begin raising my children for the Lord at an early age, there is
the hope that they will grow up to live for God without all the sin
problems I had to go through myself.

 

Because of Christ their is Still Hope for the Family.

 

Secondly, there is

II. STILL HOPE FOR THE SAVIOUR.

I know I am reading a little into the story here.

 

But I really do believe that Adam and Eve had hopes that either
Cain or Abel would provide for them the promised Saviour.

 

It might have seemed to them that with Cain's rebellion from a
right relationship with God, and Abel's death, that all hopes of a
Saviour coming would be dashed.

 

There is another concern that I think might have been
raised:

ADAM AND EVE MAY HAVE CONTEMPLATED THE IDEA THAT CAIN'S MURDER
OF HIS OWN BROTHER HAD CAUSED GOD TO GIVE UP ON HUMANITY.

 

Remember, This was the very first murder, they had never seen
anything like it.

 

Murder is horrible to us today, even though we have grown almost
accustomed to it.

 

Think what it must have been like to learn for the very first
time, that a man could be so wicked, so vile, so awful as to kill
another human being.

 

THEY WEREN'T EVEN KILLING ANIMALS TO EAT IN THOSE DAYS.

 

I wonder if Adam and Eve toyed with the idea that maybe this was
such a wicked deed that God would not now send his Son to Save
them?

 

But when Seth was born, Eve knew that God had given them another
chance. Here was another opportunity. Another seed. Another line
from which the Saviour might come.

 

Let me ask you this?

HAVEN'T YOU EVER WONDERED IF A SIN YOU COMMITTED IS SO BAD THAT
GOD WOULDN'T SAVE YOU?

 

Almost everybody I know has wondered if God could love them
enough to forgive their sins at some time or another.

 

Let me tell you, with Christ, there is always another chance at
having your sins forgiven.

 

As long as you are alive,

God gives opportunities to be forgiven of sin

 

The Christian is told

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9

 

Then, 1 John 2:1

… "If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ, the righteous."

 

You have never been so rotten that you can't get saved, and as a
Christian you can't fail God so badly that you won't be welcome
back.

 

In fact, chances are pretty good you will fail God.

 

(I don't know any Christian who hasn't)

 

But don't let that keep you away from the Lord.

 

As soon as you come to your senses and realize you have messed
up, Turn around, confess your sins to God, AND START WALKING WITH
HIM AGAIN.

 

He'll always be there, waiting to take you back.

 

 

III. STILL HOPE FOR ETERNITY.

The fear that would creep in if you felt like you couldn't be
forgiven, is that you then couldn't be saved from hell.

 

See, whether we want to deny it or not.

 

Hell is a real place.

 

And in those moments of absolute honesty. When for some reason
we bare our hearts.

 

We know if we die with our sins unforgiven we have no hope for
salvation from hell.

 

Here is Adam and Eve.

 

They have blown it big time.

 

In a moment's weakness they gave in to the temptations of the
devil and disobeyed God.

 

But it didn't end there. Sin had snowballed on them to the point
that their firstborn Cain, had actually killed their second born
son, Abel.

 

Now, there is no one alive who is calling on the name of the
Lord, and it looks like there is not hope for the promised Saviour
to come.

 

And if the Saviour never comes.

 

Then their sins will never be forgiven. AND THAT MEANS THEY WILL
NOT SPEND ETERNITY WITH GOD, BUT RATHER IN HELL.

 

But God gave them another chance.

 

Yes, it took awhile.

 

Genesis 5:3 says that Adam lived 130 years before Seth was
born.

 

But God did provide them with one who could carry on and bring
God's promised Saviour to pass!

 

One of the things we Christians have to get through our heads is
that GOD DOES THINGS IN HIS OWN TIME TABLE.

 

God has very little interest in being our personal Genie,
granting to us our every request whenever and wherever we
please.

 

God is the sovereign.

 

It is we who serve Him

 

Not He who serves us.

 

1. It reminds me of how things must have been in the days of
Noah, when for 120 years he preached that the Flood would come.

 

I imagine after about a few years, people were ridiculing Noah
and mocking, "Where is the rain you've been saying would come!"

 

2. And it reminds me of the days when Christ was born, after
4000 years of Jewish proclamation that the Messiah Saviour would
someday come,

 

I imagine there were those mockers who ridiculed the prophets
saying. "Where is this Messiah you've been predicting for so
long?""

 

3. And that reminds me of the days in which we now live.

 

For the past 2000 years preacher have declared that Christ would
one day come again, first in the clouds for the saints, and then
seven years later back to earth to set up His kingdom.

 

In our day, there are the mockers, rising in number daily it
seems, saying "Where is the promise of His coming? for since the
fathers, all things continue as they were."

 

Well let me remind you that the Flood did come in Noah's
day.

 

And Jesus did come in back in those days.

 

And even so, Jesus will come again!

 

First, into the clouds to take all the Christians to heaven.

 

And then seven years later, back to earth to set up his
righteous kingdom.

 

It has been 2000 years since Christ went to glory.

 

BUT WE STILL HAVE THE BLESSED HOPE OF HIS GLORIOUS
APPEARING.

 

As long as you are alive on this earth, there is always another
chance.

 


	Another chance to get your family right with
God

	Another chance to get you life right with
God



 

Another chance to confess your sins and be cleansed of them

 

And, if you haven't yet done so, another chance to ask Christ to
forgive your sins and save you from eternal hell!

 

God has given you that chance tonight. Why don't you take
advantage of that and come to this altar right now?










Chapter 4 AS
HE HAD SAID


Genesis 21:1-3

 


	Isaac's birth was the promised child that would found a
brand new race of people. the Jews just like Jesus founded a new
race of people, the Christians.

	Isaac's birth, came after years of waiting and
anticipation of the promise of God. Jesus's birth also came after
years and years of waiting in anticipation of the
promise

	Isaac's birth was miraculous in its conception, but not
in its actual birth. Jesus's birth was miraculous in conception,
but not in birth.

	Isaac is called by God Abraham's Only son, whom thou
lovest. Jesus is God's only begotten Son, and He loves Him very
much.

	Isaac was sacrificed by his father and willingly
allowed it to happen. Jesus willingly allowed God the Father to
offer Him as a sacrifice for the sake of us all.



 

Isaac is by no means a perfect type or picture of the Saviour,
be he IS an good picture.

 

There are three key lessons I want to bring out tonight found in
the birth of Isaac:

 

I. GOD IS A GOD OF THE IMPOSSIBLE.

 

Matt 19:26

But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is
impossible; but with God all things are possible. (KJV)

 

Matt 17:20

And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I
say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall
say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall
remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 
 (KJV)

 

God does the impossible, and then allows us to done the
impossible with Him.

 

You ever just stop to think about what God is most known
for?


	He Created all that exists with the spoken word THAT IS
IMPOSSIBLE

	He spoke to Moses out of a bush that burned, but was
not consumed. THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE

	He parted the Red Sea and the Jordan River so the
children of Israel could cross on dry ground THAT IS
IMPOSSIBLE

	He fed Israel with manna from heaven that would spoil
if they collected two days worth, except on Fridays, THAT IS
IMPOSSIBLE.

	He caused the earth to open up and swallow only Korah
and his followers, when they tried to rebel against the leadership
of Moses and Aaron. THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE.

	He made the walls of Jericho fall down flat by just the
sound of the trumpet after seven days marching around the walls,
THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE

	He made the sun and moon stand still for Joshua so he
could finish a battle. THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE.

	 For one king, he turned the sun back 15 degrees.
THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE



 

In the New Testament:


	He turned water into wine. THAT IS
IMPOSSIBLE

	He fed the 4000 and 5000 with just a small amount of
fish and bread. THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE

	He calmed the winds and the sea storms. THAT IS
IMPOSSIBLE.

	He walked on the water. THAT IS
IMPOSSIBLE.

	He made Peter walk on the water. THAT IS
IMPOSSIBLE

	He Raised at least three people back to life before
they were buried. THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE.

	He raised one person back to life AFTER he had been
dead and buried four days. THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE

	 He cast a legion of demons out of a man and sent
them into a heard of swine THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE

	 He healed one boy without even seeing him, just
because the father asked. THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE.

	 He healed one lady who came and touched the hem
of His garment. THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE

	 He went to the cross and died for our sins. THAT
IS IMPOSSIBLE

	 He prayed for and forgave the very people who
were executing Him unjustly. THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE

	 He rose again from death and the grave three days
and three nights later. THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE

	 He showed himself alive for 40 days after His
passion THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE

	 He walked through walls and suddenly appeared to
the disciples THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE

	 And he visibly, gradually, and bodily ascended to
heaven while about 5000 people watched Him. THAT IS
IMPOSSIBLE



 

Can't you see it?

 

For our God, NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE

 

And God uses His children to do impossible things.

 


	Moses worked great miracles through God

	Elijah and Elisha worked great miracles through
God

	The Apostles did great miracles through
God

	Paul did great miracles through God



 

OUR GOD IS A GOD OF THE IMPOSSIBLE AND HE HAS SAID IF WE SERVE
HIM IN FAITH, WE CAN DO IMPOSSIBLE THINGS THROUGH HIM!

 


	It is impossible to plant a new Testament church in
these days.

	BUT THIS CHURCH, IS A TESTIMONY THAT THE
IMPOSSIBLE HAPPENS THROUGH GOD.

	It is impossible for a man to convince another man to
accept Christ and be saved.

	BUT EVERY PERSON IN THIS ROOM WHO IS SAVED IS A
TESTIMONY THAT THE IMPOSSIBLE HAPPENS THROUGH GOD.



 

One of the lessons that we learn as we consider the miraculous
conception and birth of Isaac is that God does the impossible AND
uses us to do the impossible.

 

Do you have some impossible thing to face?

 

Take heart! GOD SPECIALIZES IN THE IMPOSSIBLE.

 

The second lesson we learn from the meditation on the birth of
Isaac is

II. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.

Abraham was 99 years old when Isaac was born, and Sarah was 91
years old.

 

They had been listening to the promise of God for at least 24
years before God finally kept His promise.

 

BUT GOD DID KEEP HIS PROMISE.

 

And he will keep His promises to us too!

 

Titus 1:2

In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised
before the world began; (KJV)

 

1. God will keep His promise about the return of Christ!

It has been a long time since Christ made this promise to come
again and receive to himself that where He is there we may be
also.

 

A long time since the angels promised

This same Jesus which was taken up from you shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.

 

But God has good reason for not returning any earlier than He
will.

 

Heb 10:35-37

Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great
recompence of reward.

For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will
of God, ye might receive the promise.

For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and
will not tarry. (KJV)

 

For one, God knows we need patience. Jesus does not return to
take us to heaven as quickly as we might think just because if he
did we would never gain the virtue of patience.

 

For another, God wants others to be saved

Heb 11:40

40    God having provided some better thing for
us, that they without us should not be made perfect. (KJV)

 

If God had returned when Paul wanted him to, for instance, none
of us here would be able to look forward to going to heaven!

 

2 Pet 3:9

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance. (KJV)

 

God tarries returning because he wants to have just as many
people saved as is absolutely possible.

 

Consider a hypothetical situation with me:

 

We know that God knows everything, so he knows every single
person who will ever get saved.

 

He knows who the last person will be who will get saved before
the Tribulation period.

 

Since that is the case, someone is out there, WHO WILL BE THE
ONE WHO WINS THAT LAST PERSON WHO NEEDS TO BE SAVED BEFORE CHRIST
RETURNS!

 

Could that soul winner be you or me?

 

2. GOD WILL KEEP HIS PROMISE OF JUDGEMENT.

 

The Bible is full of promises that judgement will one day
come.

 


	A judgement of the lost.

	A judgement of the wicked

	A judgement of Anti Christ

	A judgement of the nations and even

	A judgement of the Christians



 

Now, we Christians should not wish judgement upon anyone.

 

But one of the promises God makes is that we should not try to
get back at those who persecute us because

God will judge them Himself.

 

Romans 13 says

Vengeance is mine, I will repay saith the Lord

 

And II Th 1:7-8

And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,

In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: (KJV)

 

Don't you bother taking your anger out on people. Instead, have
compassion and pity upon them.

 

Do all you can to see them saved, no matter how spiteful they
have been to you.

 

Because one day, God will keep His promise and judge them.

 

3. God will keep His promise to Save us.

 

Romans 10:13 says

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved.

 

That is a promise from God's Holy Word.

 

The promise is, if we will call upon the name of the Lord and
ask to be saved,

 

HE WILL SAVE US.

 

it does not say we have to get baptized too


	or attend church

	or live right

	or make major changes in our lives



 

it does not say we have to keep pure and never fail Christ.

 

All it says is, if we will ask Him to save us, he will do
it!

 

That is good news, BECAUSE ALL I CAN DO IS ASK!

 

if it were up to me to stay good and make life changes and quit
sinning in order to be saved I WOULD NEVER MAKE IT!

 

Praise the Lord he has promised us

 

If we will call upon Him and ask, He will save!

 

Do you ever wonder whether or not you are really saved?

 

When we give the invitation and I say

If you should die today, are you 100% sure you will go to
heaven,

do you ever think to yourself, I am not 100% sure?

 

I think that is a good sign.

A genuine Christian should examine himself whether or not he is
in the faith.

 

It is good to make sure you have really obeyed the
Scriptures.

 

But I'll tell you how to know 100% sure you are going to
heaven.

 

Did you in sincerity ask Christ to forgive your sins and save
you?

 

THEN YOU HAVE TO BE SAVED, OR GOD IS A LIAR!

 

If you asked him to save you, HE WILL KEEP HIS PROMISE!

 

The first lesson we learn from the birth of Isaac is that God
does the Impossible.

The Second lesson is that God keeps His promises.

 

Lesson three;

III. OUR DUTY TO GOD IS FAITH/NOT WORKS.

 

Apostle Paul used the births of Isaac and Ishmael as a picture
of walking by faith verses walking by works in the book of
Galatians.

 

Ishmael, you might remember was born to Abraham before Isaac
was.

 

Sarah had approached Abraham and reasoned with him that perhaps
God's plan was for him to have a child by another woman.

 

She proposed that Abraham get Sarah's servant girl pregnant.
When the baby was born, Sarah then would adopt the child as her own
and that would be the child to continue Abraham's seed and fulfill
God's promise.

 

Paul said that Ishmael's birth was symbolic of the Old Testament
law, or of trying to earn righteousness by good works.

 

Isaac on the other hand, symbolized walking by faith. Believing
God and allowing God to use you.

 

The Bible tells us we are saved by grace through faith, and not
by works.

The Bible also tells us that we are to walk by faith, not by
sight, (or by good works).

 

Our duty then, to God is faith, and not works.

 

But this doesn't mean we don't work at all.

 

Faith, by the very virtue of what it is WILL WORK.

 

There is no such thing as a faith that does not act.

 

Just meditate upon Hebrews 11 and you'll see that faith wrought
righteousness, subdued kingdoms, saved babies, stopped the mouths
of lions, quenched fires.

 

Faith has


	called upon Christ for salvation

	sent missionaries

	planted churches and

	won souls and

	given tithes and

	gotten baptized and

	raised godly kids and

	been faithful to church



 

So while our duty to God is faith and not works, our faith will
always produce works!

 

How do you tell the difference between works and the work of
faith?

 

Maybe theses three things will help:

 

1. Motivation.

Faith works BECAUSE we're right with God and not to BECOME right
with God.

 

Faith gets baptized as a testimony of salvation and not as a
part of salvation.

 

Faith attends church to be with the children of God and not to
become a child of God.

 

Faith gives tithes and offerings to the church to help increase
the kingdom of heaven, and not to buy it way into the kingdom of
heaven.

 

Motivation is a sign of whether a deed is done by faith or as a
religious work.

 

2. Reputation.

Ask yourself whose name you are seeking to lift up by your
efforts.

 

If you are seeking to exalt your own name, rather than the name
of Christ, most likely your are involved in a religious work rather
than a work of faith.

 

I have nothing to gain through works.

 


	I am already saved and going to heaven.

	I already am accepted in the beloved.

	I am already a joint heir with Jesus
Christ

	I will already be made like Him in glory



 

WHAT MORE COULD I PERSONALLY HAVE?

 

When I serve the Lord then, I do so, not for what I can get out
of it, but for what I can give!

 


	I can give my service and see Christians grow closer to
Christ

	I can give my testimony and see lost people come to
Jesus

	I can give my tithes and see churches prosper and
grow



 

Even the rewards I lay up in heaven, I am laying up so I can one
day lay them at the feet of Jesus and give them back.

 

3. Inspiration

By this I am speaking about the power to serve.

 

If I am doing the work I am doing in my own strength, then it is
most likely a religious deed.

 

If I am allowing Christ to do the work through me, then it is a
work of faith.

 

We had a pastor at the OSBBF meeting the other day who reminded
us that we do not work for God, but that God works through us.

 

That is the work of faith.

 

Three key lessons from the birth of Isaac:

 

1. God does the Impossible

2. God keeps His Promises

3. Our Duty is Faith, Not Works

 










Chapter 5
HERE COMES TROUBLE


Genesis 25:20-26

 

I want to spend our time not on one, but two births; the births
of the twins, Jacob and Esau.

 

There story is an interesting one, not so much because they are
twins, but because they turned out to be so different.

 

Being twins, just serves to make that more pronounced!

 

Isn't amazing that the same set of parents can have children in
the same house, raised under the same conditions.

 

In some cases even have the same birthday

 

AND STILL TURN OUT TO BE SO DIFFERENT?

 

My brother and I were both born in Tacoma.

 

Me, on June 8,1958

Wes, on June 6, 1959

 

We both went through many of the same experiences growing
up.

 



We both rode horses


	Both participated in Rodeo

	Both went to the same schools.

	Both of us saw the same things.

	We both slept at the horse stables when we were kids,
to protect the horses from people who might want to drug them 
so they would be disqualified from the races.



 

We were raised exactly the same.

Have the very same memories of our early years.

 

BUT WES AND I ARE NOT FROM THE SAME PLANET TODAY.

 


	I am good looking, he is not.

	I am tall, he is taller.

	I am intelligent, he is not. (I am just joking - you
get that, right?)



 

I have chosen Christ and the Word of God.

He has chosen to adorn his house with Indian things and make
much of that.

 

Jacob and Esau are only minutes apart in their births into the
world.

 

But they turned out to be as different in character and
personality as they were in looks.

 

 

While Jacob and Esau were loved and wanted by their parents, the
struggle she felt between them in her womb, only served as a
precursor for how they would be all their life!

 

I. THE PRACTICALITY OF IT.

 

There is a practical lesson that we can learn from this
story.

 

It comes to mind for me when I consider; 

First, that these children were given as a result of answered
prayer. 

Secondly, Rebekah wasn't sure she was glad she was pregnant when
she was pregnant!

 

(In verse 22, Rebekah's words mean, since they are struggling in
my belly, why am I even pregnant.)

 

Have you ever thought about how difficult it must be to be
God?

 


	One day it is raining and we are praying for
sun.

	The next it is sunny and we are praying for
rain.



 

It is too hot for us, so we complain we want it to cool
down.

But as soon as it cools down, we wished it was hot again!

 

We pray for a job, but as soon as we have it, we complain about
having to go to work.

 

Aren't we something?

 


	People who are tall want to be shorter.

	People who are short want to be taller.

	 

	People with curly hair want straight hair

	People with straight hair want curly
hair.



 

People who have blond hair, want brown or black hair People.
with brown or black hair want blond hair.

 


	People who are dark complected want light
complections.

	People who are light complected want dark
complections

	 

	People from one part of the world want to live in
another.

	While the people in the other part of the world want to
live where the others do!

	 

	A golfer wants to go fishing on his
vacation.

	A fisherman wants to go golfing



 

And here is a couple who prayed for the wife to conceive, and as
soon as she did, she was complaining about it!

 

IT SEEMS LIKE THERE IS NO WAY TO WIN!

 

 

Brother Andy reminded me of a message I preached a few months
ago. (It tickled me that someone even remembered that I had
preached a few months ago.) The message subject was, THEY GOT WHAT
THEY WANTED, BUT THEY DIDN'T WANT WHAT THEY GOT.

 

That is exactly what happened to Rebekah here.

 

She did get what she wanted, but after she had it, she didn't
want it anymore.

 

She is like a kid, who pleads and pleads and pleads for its
parents to buy it a certain toy.

BUT AS SOON AS IT HAS THE TOY the child throws it down to play
with the one his brother or sister has!

 

I guess my point with all this is, learn to love what you
have.

 

It may not be wrong to want something that you don't have.

May not be wrong to pray for it.

 

BUT IF YOU AREN'T HAPPY RIGHT WHERE YOU ARE.

 

You won't be happy anywhere else either.

 

II. THE PROPHECY OF IT.

Vs 23

After Rebekah went to enquire of the Lord about it, God told
her

 

TWO NATIONS ARE IN THY WOMB.

 


	And He said one would be stronger than the
other

	And He said the elder would serve the
younger.



 

We are privileged to be able to look at this story, from the
vantage point of the future so we are able to see both the prophecy
AND its fulfillment.

 

1. In fact, two nations two children were born to Rebekah and
Isaac.

2. And in fact, two nations DID spring from them.

 

Jacob, the younger, of course, became the father of the twelve
Tribes of Israel. it was Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel,
and for whom the nation of Israel is named.

 

Esau, the elder, became the father of the nation of Edom. This
was one of the nations that Israel defeated while they were still
in the wilderness, and it was in the land of the Edomites that the
2 1/2 tribes of Israel made their home.

 

3. So in fact, the elder DID serve the younger.

 

Historians tell us that the entire nation of Edom was wiped out.
There are no Edomites today.

 

God keeps his Word doesn't He?

 

We MUST learn to trust and obey God's Word!

 

It may not always make sense to us!

 

We might not always want to obey it!

 

But it is guaranteed, if we will just trust God's Word, obey the
Lord, and wait upon HIM, sooner or later it will all come out
right, and FOR OUR GOOD!



III. THE PRINCIPLE OF IT.

Vs 23

God also told Rebekah

"two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels."

 

That you can always separate people into two camps:

 


	Dead or alive

	Employed or unemployed

	Polite or impolite

	Male or female

	Truthful or liar

	Obedient or disobedient.

	Well Read, or Unread



 

You either


	Do have a car, or you don't have a car



Play with this though a while and you can come up with hundreds
of them.

 


	Happy or unhappy

	IBM or Macintosh



 

You either


	Have gas in your car, or need gas in your
car

	Married, or unmarried

	You serve God or mammon

	healthy or unhealthy



 

See what I mean?

 

On the more spiritual side:

 

There are three kinds of two kinds of people I want to emphasize
right now.

 

1. Those who Have heard the Gospel, and Those Who Haven't Heard
the Gospel!

Have you ever given that any serious thought?

 

This world is filled with people who have never heard the gospel
message. In fact, this city is filled with people who have never
heard the gospel message of salvation. Oh, there are plenty of
churches. There are plenty of  places where people can and do
go to hear the name of Jesus, and to hear a sermon preached.

 

But in so very many cases, there is no clear presentation of the
gospel, or else, there is a corrupted presentation of the
gospel.

 

There is no difference between those who have heard a false
gospel, or an unclear gospel, and those who have heard no gospel at
all.

 

God has placed upon you and I the responsibility of reducing the
numbers of the unheard and increasing the numbers of the heard.

 

Jesus said we should go into all the world and preach the gospel
to every creature.

 

Jesus said ye shall be witnesses unto me in Jerusalem and in all
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth.

 

Jesus said "go, stand, and speak … to the people all the
words of this life."

 

Paul told the Corinthians:

Awake to righteousness and sin not, for some have not the
knowledge of God, I speak this to your shame… "

 

The Bible says some have not the knowledge of God, and then it
tells us, HOW shall they hear without a preacher

 

WE have to tell them.

 

I believe those who have never heard a clear presentation of the
gospel go to hell when they die, because God has given them enough
of the truth written in their hearts to make them without
excuse.

 

But then I believe THAT WE CHRISTIANS WILL BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE
FOR THE FACT THAT THEY HAVE NOT HEARD.

 

Those who have heard and those who have not heard.

 

2. Those who are saved and those who are not saved.

 

There are no in betweens about this either!

 

A person doesn't gradually become saved.

 

There may be circumstances that, over the process of time, bring
a person to trust Christ as Saviour, but you can't say he is saved
until he is saved.

 

I might ask you,

Is so and so saved?

 

And you can say,

"He is very close to it."

But he is not saved when he is close to it.

 

You might say

He is  under conviction to get saved.

But he is not saved just because he is under conviction to be
saved.

 

1 John 5:12 says

He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son of
God hath not life.

 

I might ask you:

"If you died today, do you know you would go to heaven?"

 

And there are any number of answers you might give me:

 


	I think I would go to heaven!

	I hope I would go to heaven!

	I would like to think I would go to heaven!
or

	I don't know if I would go to heaven



 

But none of those answers will do.

 

You are either saved, or unsaved. You either will go to heaven,
or you will not go to heaven

 

So the only sensible thing to do IS TO MAKE SURE YOU'LL GO TO
HEAVEN AND NOT HELL.

 

And 1 John 5:13 says you can know:

"These things have I written unto you that believe on the name
of the son of God that YE MAY KNOW that ye have eternal life… "

 

If you do not know for sure, by all means, allow us to show you
how to know tonight!

 

3. Either a Spiritual Christian or a Carnal Christian.

 

Now, it is true that all Christians are on different levels of
spiritual growth.

 

Some of us have learned more about the Lord, and we understand
more of the plan and personality of God.

 

Some of us still have sins to take care of that others of us
have already taken care of.

 

So we are all on different levels of spiritual growth.

 

But basically speaking, there are only two manner of
Christians;

 


	Those who are spiritual, and

	Those who are carnal.



 

Those who once were spiritual can become carnal, and those who
once were carnal can become spiritual again!

 

A Spiritual Christian is simply one who, to the best of his
understanding of God's Word, is submitting to the will of God.

 

A carnal Christian is one who in some area, is resisting the
will of God.

 

If you are saved tonight, you are either, honestly seeking to
allow God to have control of you, and are therefore learning as
much of God's Word and will as you can.

 

or you are purposely choosing to keep God's Word and will at
arms length.

 

It is possible to try to avoid obeying God by trying to avoid
learning what God wants.

THAT IS JUST CARNALITY.

 

The spiritual Christian may not know much of God's Word.

May make all kinds of mistakes.

 

The spiritual Christian may one day do things and say things
differently than he does today.

 

But the one thing that makes a spiritual Christian spiritual is
an honest desire to know and follow God's word and will.

 

What manner of person are you?

 

You are no longer able to say you are among the unheard

 

But are you saved or unsaved.

Has there been a time when you asked Christ to forgive your sins
and take you to heaven or not?

 

And if you are saved,

Are you spiritual or carnal?

Are you seeking to know and obey God

 

Or are you resisting the will of God?

 










Chapter 6
BECAUSE I HAVE ASKED HIM


1 Samuel 1:1-28

 

We live in a day when many parents wished they didn't have
children.

 

One of the most hotly contested political questions in America
for the past 20 some years has bee the issue of Abortion; whether a
mother has the right to terminate the life of her baby if she does
so before the baby is delivered.

 

It is a remarkable debate when we consider;

First, how important children are to the Lord and

Secondly, how many parents around the world would love to be
able to have children.

 

I believe there isn't anything God would rather answer than the
prayer for a baby.

I know He doesn't always answer it, and whenever He doesn't he
as a good reason.

 

He did not answer Abraham and Sarah's prayer for a child for a
number of years. 9 in Abraham's case.

 

But when He did answer, He blessed them greatly.

 

I wonder how many people have entered the this world as a direct
answer to prayer?

 

I believe my first born son was born in direct answer
to my prayer.

 

I had been rather casual about having kids. I was having a good
time being married. We were free to travel, enjoy ourselves all
that type of thing. And when Anita became pregnant the first time,
it was ok with me, but not all that important that we had a child.
(She lost that child.)

 

When Anita became pregnant the second time, it was mostly
because I believed Anita needed a baby to console her after loosing
the first one. When she lost the second one, though, I became more
concerned, because I could sense the loss Anita was feeling.

 

I came across Genesis 25 where God kept Rebekah's womb shut
until her husband, Isaac, began to pray for a baby.

 

I became intensely convicted that it was up to me, as the head
of our home, to begin to pray that God would allow Anita to
conceive and carry a baby to full term.

 

It was only a few months later that Anita gave birth to
Bohannan.

 

I, in fact, was the one that began to pray God give us our
second son, Caleb.

I was reading a book about raising kids and the author said to
make sure you huge and kiss your kids a lot when they are younger
because the day will come that they won't have time for that
anymore.

 

Bo was somewhere just over a year old an I emotionally called
him over to hug him. HE DIDN'T WANT TO COME! He was in the middle
of playing with something and was too busy to hug and kiss.

 

To this day, that kind of stuff isn't Bo's thing.

 

I immediately got up and told Anita we needed another child, one
that would not be too busy to love on us.

 

Caleb has always been ( and I hope always will be) the kind of
person who likes to hug and kiss his folks.

 

I believe God delights in answering prayers for children to be
born.

 

Dr. Hyles spends a couple of hours every Sunday afternoon after
he is done preaching praying for couple after couple who come to
his office asking him to pray they could have children.

 

Dr. John R. Rice, the founder of the Sword of the Lord magazine,
and an outstanding evangelist used to conduct what he called
"Ladies Jubilee's"

 

They were retreats for the Ladies, with several godly women who
conducted classes helping the women be better wives and
mothers.

 

Somewhere during the seminar, it was Dr. Rice's custom to ask
all of the ladies that were having difficulty conceiving and
bearing children to stand. he would then pray tat God would bless
them and open their wombs.

 

So many of those ladies had children that word began to
spread.

 

We Baptists don't believe in these miraculous gifts like the
charismatics.

 

BUT WE DO BELIEVE GOD ANSWERS PRAYER.

 

And couples began contacting Dr. Rice regularly asking him to
pray for them to be able to have children.

 

It became a regular part of his revival meetings to meet with an
pray for couples who wanted to have children but were having
difficulty with it.

 

And children by the thousands were conceived, an born into this
world, the parents believe, DIRECTLY BECAUSE OF THE PRAYERS OF DR.
JOHN R. RICE.

 

God delights to answer prayers for children to be born.

 

And, by the way, I prefer to believe that every conception is a
God ordained one.

 

I do not believe there is any child born into this world who is
unplanned, or unwanted so far as God is concerned.

 

By the way,

Although Hannah anguished over not being able to have children
for sometime before God answered her request

 

I want you to remember that many people are named after her
today.

 

While Peninnah didn't seem to have any troubles in the world,
WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU MET ANYBODY NAMED AFTER HER?

 

The greatest people, the most noble, and the ones we remember
the longest are generally people who developed character through
suffering!

 

People who have it easy and who seem to have the world at their
fingers never develop character, and we generally don't name our
kids after them.

 

Whenever I read in the Bible where someone got  a prayer
answered, I am interested.

I want my prayers answered, don't you?

 

I want to have the kind of relationship with the Lord that I can
make requests an see God answer them!

 

I have learned not to want God to just answer my beck and
call.

 

I have learned that I want God to give me the desires of my
heart so the things I am praying for are the things He wants to
give me anyway.

 

I don't want Go to answer my prayers just because I prayed
them.

 

I want Go to so move upon my life that the things I am praying
for are the things He wants me to pray for.

 

BUT I DO WANT TO HAVE MY PRAYERS ANSWERED.

 

When Go answers my prayers,

The lost world knows there is a God in heaven

 

When God answers my prayers

Discouraged Christians can find courage to keep on going.

 

When God answers my prayers

People see that God is alive and well and in charge of His
work.

 

There are plenty of reasons why we Christians should want to
have our prayer answered!

 

With those thoughts in mind, I'll finally get to my outline
about Hannah's prayer:

 

I. SHE DESIRED FERVENTLY.

Verses 6-8

 

For Hannah, having a child was more than a trivial thing,

"Oh well, if I have a baby fine, if not fine!"

 

She was consumed by her desire for this child.

 

It was everything to her.

 


	She could not sleep

	She could not eat



 

Year after year, as God with held the blessing of child bearing
from her

 

She agonized and grieved in her desire to have a child!

 

I do not believe we should be consumed to have something once
God says "no" to us.

 

Paul besought the Lord 3 times that God would answer a
particular prayer, after the 3rd time, God told Paul tat it was not
God's will the give him the request

 

AND PAUL GLADLY QUIT PRAYING FOR IT.

 

David had a little baby boy at the point of death. David began
to pray that God would heal the baby, and he wouldn't eat or sleep
or clean up.

 

He was completely consumed with the desire that God would heal
the baby.

 

But God said "No" and when the baby died,

 

David immediately got up, bathed, and went out to eat.

 

When God says "no" I believe it is time for us to drop the
request and happily go on with our lives.

 

But until that time, ANSWERED PRAYERS COME FROM BEGIN FERVENT
AND CONSUMED WITH THE DESIRE!

 

James 5:16 says that it is the

effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much.

 

The half hearted, whimpy, its ok if you do ok if you don't kind
of prayers.

 

James 5:17 says that Elias prayed EARNESTLY that it might not
rain, and it rained not.

 

I have made the comment before that those thing we are earnest
and most fervent about, WE DON'T TRUST GO ENOUGH TO PRAY ABOUT.

 

It seems to me that many times we pray about the things that
don't really matter to us.

 

But the things that are emergencies.

The things that are really important to us

The things that are life changing.

 

THOSE THING ARE TOO IMPORTANT FOR US TO TRUST GOD WITH THEM IN
PRAYER!

 

In Hannah's case;

She desired fervently

 

II. SHE PRAYED UNASHAMEDLY.

Verses 10-13

 

Apparently, in those days there wasn't much fervent prayers
being offered because Eli the priest didn't recognize what she was
doing as prayer.

 

I do know that the Jews eventually developed a style of prayer
that was cold and formal,

More of a religious exercise than true prayer to God.

 

Kind of like what we see in so many churches where the prayers
are written in the "weekly worship folder" rather than coming from
the heart!

 

I heard of one pastor who had his secretary type out all of his
opening service prayers six months in advance.

 

All he had to do was to take the one of the top and read it from
the pulpit that morning!

 

Believe it or not, at one time

IT WAS A CRIME PUNISHABLE BY PRISON TO BELIEVE THAT PRAYER WAS
ACTUAL CONVERSATION WITH GOD.

 

If you were so bold as to prayer something that wasn't read out
of the "book of prayers."

 

You were an heretic an could be executed for it.

 

Hannah prayed from her heart, but her mouth moved.

 

I don't know how you could really be praying without your mouth
moving.

 

When I am in earnest prayer, I don't seem to be able to keep
from moving my mouth and framing the words.

 

There are times when I am in the praying position, and I am not
moving my mouth.

 

But I am usually more close to taking a nap than to really
praying.

 

And what about being unashamed to pray.

 

Why would a Christian be ashamed to pray.

 

When I go to a restaurant, I do not try to flaunt that I am
praying

BUT I DON'T EVEN WANT TO COME CLOSE TO COVERING THE FACT THAT I
AM PRAYING AND THANKING GOD FOR MY FOOD!

 

Why should I be ashamed to pray at any time?

 

If I am doing something in public and I need to pray about it,
Why should I feel ashamed to stop and spend a moment in prayer?

 


	I do not need to be snotty about it.

	I don't need be arrogant or self righteous about it.
and

	I don't need to pray JUST SO people can see me
pray.



 

But if it is appropriate to pray, I SHOULDN'T HAVE TO FEEL
ASHAMED TO DO SO!

 

Hannah's prayer

She Desired Fervently

She Prayed Uashamedly, and

 

III. SHE GAVE SACRIFICIALLY.

Verses 11:22-28

 

I guess this is perhaps the most difficult thing I think a
mother could ever do.

 

She wanted a child.

 

But she didn't want the child for her own purposes. She was
happy to give her son to the Lord

 

I have been thinking a lot about that.

 

Bohannan has persistently said for the last three years, that
God has called him to be a missionary to Australia.

 

I am not sure He really has. Bo is young enough he could change
his mind a dozen times before he is grown.

 

But then again, there is the possibility that God will call him
into a ministry in Australia, or somewhere equally as far away.

 

If that happens, I am facing the potential of only seeing my
first born son once every four years or so.

 

I have heard of many preachers that got downright mad at their
kids AND WITH GOD when their kids surrendered to be
missionaries.

 

But there is a lesson here in the motivation for prayer.

 

James said that ye ask and receive not, because ye ask amiss
that ye may consume it upon your own lusts.

 

Did you know that every desire we have, and every request we
make to God OUGHT TO BE THAT GOD WOULD GIVE TO US SO WE CAN GIVE IT
BACK?

 

Every ear around my birthday, the boys ask me for money so
they can buy me a present.

 

I give them the money, they convert my money into something else
they think I would like and give it back to me.

 

That is what prayer is for:

 

We ask God for the material an means to give to Him those things
He desires.

 

Hannah's successful prayer then, had these qualities:

 

1. She Desired Fervently.

She was consumed with the desire to get her request.

2. She Prayed Unashamedly.

She prayed from her heart and it showed up on the outside.

3. She Gave Sacrificially.

That which God gave and for which she had prayed was completely
given to the Lord!

 

Is there anything there you can learn from?

 










Chapter 7
ESSENTIALS TO REAL MINISTRY


Judges 13:1-25

 

The story of Samson is one of tragedy.

 

Here is a man who was born with the potential to be one of the
greatest men to have ever lived.

 

But instead, he compromised his life for disobedience to God so
that the greatest deed done in his life, was done as he died.

 

One of the things I would like for you to be careful of is not
to judge Samson's parents too harshly for Samson.

 

As far as the Bible narrative tells us, Samson's parents
followed the Lord right down to the letter!

 

Which goes to prove to us that we must seek the blessings of God
in our family.

 

I had a friend in the Tri Cities who was also an independent
Baptist.

 


	He was a faithful believer.

	Made it to all of his church's services.

	Went out soul winning regularly.

	A good man



 

I can remember him telling me one time that his kids were going
to turn out fine because he was doing all of the right things.

 

While I did not have children at the time, something about what
he said struck me wrong.

 

I went off to Bible college, and when I returned, I learned that
while I had been away, he and his wife had divorced, and not a one
of them.

 


	The wife

	The children

	Not even my friend



 

Attend church any more.

 

You see, it takes more than doing the right things.

 

It takes the good hand of God.

 

And sometimes the best of parents find that they haven't been
totally successful with their kids.

 

Besides, although Samson did run from the God of his
parents.

BEFORE HE DIED HE DID TURN BACK TO GOD!

 

I don't want to concentrate on the mistakes made in the story of
Samson tonight, but on the right things I find in the story of
Samson's parents.

 

Samson, to me, pictures the purpose of ministry;

To bring into life a soul for Christ.

 

Every true ministry has as its goal, seeing souls come to be
born again.

 

We are either directly winning souls

Or we are equipping those who are saved to win souls

 

If we are in a real ministry.

 

I find in the story of the birth of Samson some parallels to
what are the essentials to doing those two things:

 

The First Essential to Real Ministry is

I. TO HEAR GOD'S CALL.

Verses 3-7

 

In this case, the call came to a woman.

The wife of a man named Manoah.

 

I find it interesting that, while the primary call came to this
woman, HER NAME IS NOT EVEN MENTIONED.

 

Throughout the story, she is THE WOMAN!

 

That reminds me that the one who is called must also be
humbled.

 

God does not call a person to a ministry because he is more
special than another.

 

He doesn't call them because they are greater than someone
else.

 

God calls people to service just because he does!

 

And it is absolutely necessary that the servant of the Lord not
think more highly of himself than he ought to think!

 

Think about that.

Why did God call Abraham out of the Ur of Chaldees to be the
father of the people of God?

 


	Abraham was an idol worshipper

	Abraham did not completely obey God when He left the Ur
of Chaldees

	Abraham twice told a foreign king that his wife was his
sister.

	Abraham got impatient with God and conceived a child
illegitimately.



     

Abraham was not a perfect person.

 

But God chose Abraham just because God chose Abraham.

 

Why did God chose Mary to be the mother of Jesus?

 

Mary was certainly not the only virgin girl in Israel.

 

And surely she wasn't the only one that loved the Lord.

 

But God chose Mary because He chose to choose Mary.

 

When God chooses one of us to perform a ministry for Him, it is
not because we are any better than anybody else.

 

It is just because he chose to choose us.

 

And if God doesn't choose to make our names known, BIG DEAL!

 

Now notice three things regarding the call itself:

1. She heard  the  call.

 

For her, the call to the ministry she had was definite. She
heard it, the Angel spoke to her and gave her a specific call.

 

Not all calls to a ministry are the same as that.

 

I believe with all of my heart God called me to be a pastor.

I even believe with all of my heart God called me to pastor in
Astoria.

 

But I have never seen an angel that I am aware of.

 

The call for me, was in an awareness in my soul.

 

I knew almost as soon as I had surrendered my life to live for
Christ that I would eventually be in a full time ministry.

 

In fact, one of the first things Mike Riggs said to me after he
had invited me to church and I had agreed to go was; "Man, with
your reputation, if you start living right with God, a lot of
people will be asking about Christ!"

 

It was like right from the start, I was made aware that I had
the potential to bring others to Christ.

 

Just before I got baptized, I visited an aunt of mine who is a
Baptist and told her what I was going to do.

 

While I was there her pastor came over and Aunt Shorty told her
preacher I was saved and was going to be baptized.

 

And Preacher Holiday smiled and said, "Who knows, God might call
you to be a preacher!  If he could call me, he could call you
too!"

 

And the crazy thing was, DOWN DEEP, I KNEW HE ALREADY HAD.

 

It was Mike Riggs again who called me one night after not seeing
me for about a month and said;

"I have got to know.  Has God called you to preach
yet?"

 

God used people to voice the call to the ministry to me.

 


	I came to Astoria under the direct instructions of
Pastor Don Smith.

	I believe that God gives us our pastor, and I believe
we ought to pay attention to him.

	I believed that even if Pastor Smith were not right,
God would make his mistakes work out in my favor!  So I
surrendered to follow the counsel of my pastor.



 

When it came time for me to plan our return to the Northwest, I
called several places. I spoke with a number of pastors and other
preachers and I called families who were looking for a church
planter.

 

After I had gathered the information I was  focusing on a
few areas:  Baker City, Wilsonville, Hood River, and
Astoria.

 

I sat down one day with pastor Don Smith, and his pastor, Bob
Roarke at a restaurant and they asked me to tell what I knew about
those places.

 

When I came to Astoria I told them that I could not ever
remember being here, but all I could picture was that Sea town
smell when the tide is out, and trees with leaves only on one side
because the wind blows so much.

 

They both laughed and said, "That is where God wants you!"

 

Pastor Smith not only told me what town to plant a church in, HE
SET THE DAY WE LEFT COLORADO TO COME AND PLANT THE CHURCH.

 

Let me tell you one of the most sure things I have had in the
past 111/2 years is THE CONFIDENCE IN THE FACT THAT GOD HAS CALLED
ME TO ASTORIA.

 

I questioned that call only one time.

 

I had only been in Astoria a few months when I learned that the
man who had gone to La Grande to start a church while I was in
college had left, leaving behind 5 families.

 

La Grande is where I planned to plant a church when I left for
school.

 

One day, Anita and I were driving to the Dalles to see my
grandfather who was in the hospital.  We owned nothing. We
were living in my father in law's motor home behind the building we
were renting for the church.

 

And I planned on going to visit grandpa, AND THEN TO KEEP GOING
TO LA GRANDE.

 

But it occurred to me that all the problems we had already
overcome in Astoria, would have to be overcome all over in
LaGrande.

 

That even though I had made some people mad at me in Astoria, I
could be sure I would make some people mad at me in LaGrande
too.

 

I visited grandpa, and headed right back to Astoria

 

What I am trying to say, is that God can use a number of ways to
cause you to hear His call.

 

But some how, God assures you of a call.

 

She heard the call

 

Secondly,

2. She announced her call.

Verses 6-7

As soon as she had heard the call, she went to tell her husband
about the call.

 

I have found that until you make the call of God in your life
public, it won't have much impact upon you!

 

I knew God had called me to preach almost from the start of my
Christian life.

 

But I never took one step towards fulfilling that call until
Mike called me and asked me, "Has God called you yet?" And I said
"yes"!

 

One of the reasons baptism makes such a difference in a
Christians life IS BECAUSE IT IS A PUBLIC PROFESSION OF FAITH.

 

As long as you keep your faith to yourself, you aren't as
compelled to live according to your faith.

 

But after people KNOW you are saved, and you have made it public
in baptism, there is more of a reason to follow through with living
for Christ.

 

You might be thinking, "I believe God would like me to teach a
Sunday School Class, or work on the bus ministry, or be a part of
Operation Go Soul winning

 

But as long as you keep that to yourself, you will not go far
with that desire, or that call.

 

IT IS WHEN YOU MAKE IT PUBLIC, WHEN YOU TELL SOMEONE ELSE THAT
YOU BELIEVE GOD IS BURDENING YOU TO DO A CERTAIN MINISTRY, THAT YOU
WILL BEGIN TO MAKE PROGRESS TOWARDS IT.

 

She heard the call

She announced her call

 

Thirdly

3. She had her call confirmed.

Verse 8

She told her husband, and he immediately asked the Lord to give
him confirmation of it!

 

I am a married man.

 

As such, I have a responsibility to my wife and family.

 

AND I WOULDN'T CONSIDER A MINISTRY THAT MY WIFE DIDN'T BELIEVE
WAS GOD'S WILL FOR US.

 

If an angel came and told me I should resign this church and
move to another ministry, I WOULD NOT CONSIDER GOING IF ANITA DID
NOT BELIEVE IT WAS GOD'S WILL.

 

We are married.

I have no right to make decisions that profoundly impact my
family without confirming that decision with them.

 

What about a Sunday School Class?

 

There will be some sort of confirmation about the call of God to
that class.

 

If you came up to me and said "God has called me to teach the
Adult Sunday School Class."

 

Understand, you'll probably not get any confirmation.

 

Mike Graves, and Anita are the ones who are mostly looking for
Sunday School workers.

 

But before they ask someone to take a class, THEY GET MY
CONFIRMATION.

 

There will be some agreement about the call of God in your life
if it is really a call of God.

 

The First Essential to a Real Ministry is to hear God's Call

 

Essential number two

II. RECEIVE GOD'S PLAN.

Verses 8:12

 

I noticed that the instructions for baring and caring for Samson
are repeated in this chapter three times.

Verses 4-5; 7;14

Apparently, it was important that Samson be properly cared for
from the moment of conception, throughout his childhood.

 

God's Plan involved three stages that I believe coincide with
the ministry.

 

1. Proper Preparation of self.

The mother was not to drink any wine or eat any unclean thing
while she was carrying the child to delivery.

 

Those of us who have ministries may not be worthy for the
ministry, but we should not act unworthily either.

 

It behooves us that desire to be used of God in any capacity to
prepare ourselves well.


	To know our material

	To plan our lessons



 

But more than that,

TO MAKE SURE WE ARE CLEAN BEFORE GOD

 

The highest standards in the church should be the ones practiced
by those involved in ministry!

 

We need to prepare ourselves for ministry,


	mentally (have our ministry planned and
organized)

	physically ( be dressed right, acting right, living
right) and

	Spiritually ( spend time in prayer so we are right with
God)



 

The second part of the plan involved

2. PROPER TRAINING OF THE CHILD.

There were specific instructions given for the raising of the
child after he was born.

 

If you want God to really use you

You first need to prepare yourself right

 

But then you need to teach those minister to properly.

 

They were told to present high standards for their son.

 

And we in ministry ought to hold up high standards for those God
gives us to minister to.

 

God loves everybody.

 

But there is a right and there is a wrong.

 

And we are doing  no one any good to soft peddle on
that.

 

People need to hear the truth.

 


	We need to present to them a God who is high and lifted
up!

	We need to give to them a Bible that is
accurate.

	We need to bring them to a church that is
Christ's

	We need to point them to a life that is
Godly



 

Real ministry can be nice and loving and compassionate.

 

But real ministry cannot compromise truth for the sake of the
comfort of those ministered too.

 

All of this resulted in

3. Proper Blessings for the Child

Verse 24-25

If we will prepare ourselves properly for the ministry.

And if we will train those we minister to properly

 

We can expect that more often than not, God will bless those we
have ministered too, so that they also have a blessed ministry!

 

And this is when ministry really gets things done for
Christ.

 

If I am right with God and have the Spirit of God moving me.

And I train you to be right with God so the Spirit of God moves
you.




Then there are two of us who are being moved by the Spirit

 

Which is going to double the amount of real ministry being
accomplished!

 

And then, we multiply that with the number of people in this
room, and then the number of people that you are able to minister
to

 

AND THERE IS THE BIRTH OF A REAL, POWERFUL, SPIRIT FILLED
MINISTRY FOR GOD!

 

That is God's Plan for Real ministry.

 

All right

We have seen two essentials for ministry;

Hearing God's Call, and

Receiving God's Plan

 

There is only one thing left for real ministry;

III. OBEYING GOD'S WILL.

Verse 14

"… all that I commanded her, let her observe… "

 

God's plan works.

 

The reason why you and I have had the opportunity to be saved
and attend a church like this one is because people before us

 


	Heard God's Call

	Announced that Call, and then

	Had that call confirmed.



 

People before us


	Received God's Plan

	Prepared themselves properly for their ministry
then

	Trained those they ministered to properly



 

Who were then blessed of God as they continued on the
ministry.

 

But are we being as obedient as they?

 

When Christ returns for you

Will there be a ministry he has called you to that you have
never answered?

 


	A ministry you never have told anybody else you believe
God wants you to do it?

	A ministry you have never sought to see if God would
confirm you to do it?



 

Or, for those of us who have answered the call:

When Christ returns will He have to remind us that we never
properly prepared ourselves for our ministries

Mentally

Physically or

Spiritually

 

Or that we failed to properly train those we ministered to
because we left out some of the truths, or we compromised the truth
to avoid conflict?

 

God's blessings come from Obedience to God's Will.










Chapter 8
WHO CAN TELL


2 Sam 11:1-5

And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time
when kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab, and his
servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children
of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at
Jerusalem.

And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off
his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's house: and from the
roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very
beautiful to look upon.

And David sent and inquired after the woman. And one said, Is
not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the
Hittite?

And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto
him, and he lay with her; for she was purified from her
uncleanness: and she returned unto her house.

And the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said, I am
with child. (KJV)

 

2 Sam 11:26-27

And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was
dead, she mourned for her husband.

And when the mourning was past, David sent and fetched her to
his house, and she became his wife, and bare him a son. But the
thing that David had done displeased the LORD.  (KJV)

 

2 Sam 12:15-23

And Nathan departed unto his house. And the LORD struck the
child that Uriah's wife bare unto David, and it was very sick.

David therefore besought God for the child; and David fasted,
and went in, and lay all night upon the earth.

And the elders of his house arose, and went to him, to raise him
up from the earth: but he would not, neither did he eat bread with
them.

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died. And
the servants of David feared to tell him that the child was dead:
for they said, Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spake unto
him, and he would not hearken unto our voice: how will he then vex
himself, if we tell him that the child is dead?

But when David saw that his servants whispered, David perceived
that the child was dead: therefore David said unto his servants, Is
the child dead? And they said, He is dead.

Then David arose from the earth, and washed, and anointed
himself, and changed his apparel, and came into the house of the
LORD, and worshipped: then he came to his own house; and when he
required, they set bread before him, and he did eat.

Then said his servants unto him, What thing is this that thou
hast done? thou didst fast and weep for the child, while it was
alive; but when the child was dead, thou didst rise and eat
bread.

And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept:
for I said, Who can tell whether GOD will be gracious to me, that
the child may live?

But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him
back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.
(KJV)

 

The birth we are going to study is not significant because
of the person born.

 

In fact, the one born only lived seven days.

 

But in the story, we learn so very much about the consequences
of sin, AND of the grace of God.

 

Let's begin right away this evening by considering first:

I. THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE BIRTH.

2 Sam 11:1-5

 

If I were to try to boil all this down to two sentences, they
would be these:

 

1. David stopped watching for Satan. and

2. David started watching Bathsheba!

 

David's sin with Bathsheba began with him letting down his
spiritual guard.

 

He stopped watching for the devil, and , being unguarded, fell
into the sin!

 

The Bible tells us very clearly that we have to keep our eyes
open for the Devils snares:

1 Pet 5:8

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: (KJV)

 

Matt 26:41

Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. (KJV)

 

Luke 21:34-36

And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be
overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this
life, and so that day come upon you unawares.

For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face
of the whole earth.

Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to
stand before the Son of man. (KJV)

 

The Bible tells us:

1 Cor 10:12

Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall. (KJV)

 

The term Take heed means the same thing as WATCH.

 

There are at least two reasons why we need to watch carefully to
keep from falling into sin:

 

1. Because the flesh is weak.

This body likes to sin, and if I give it even the slightest
chance, it WILL sin.

 

I have to keep under my body and bring into subjection.

 

I have to keep a good eye on my body all the time or I will get
caught up in sin.

 

2. Because the devil is real.

And


	he wants to devour you,

	he wants to sift you as wheat. 

	He wants to try to destroy you with sin.



 

Satan has a number of means at his disposal to destroy your
life, but it will all center around getting you to fall into
sin.

 

So you have to keep your eyes open for the devil.

 

David stopped watching for the devil.

 

First, by staying home when he should have been at work.

 

Secondly, by being idle while he was at home.

 

When a person becomes idle, it gives our minds the opportunity
to dream up things of every kind of wickedness.

 

It is not wrong to get rest, and relax some. But it is not good
for either men or women to sit around idle all day.

 

Or lie around in bed half the morning.

 

Once David stopped watching out for the Devil,

 

HE STARTED WATCHING BATHSHEBA.

 

You see if you aren't on guard, the devil will make sure there
is something there to mess you up.

 

Bathsheba was the wife of one of David's most loyal men, and a
soldier who happened to be away in battle, where David should have
been.

 

See, the devil


	put someone there that was attractive to David and
he

	put her there doing something that would attract David
and he

	put her there when he could get alone with
her



 

The reason why we have to take heed lest we fall is because
Satan knows exactly what we are most likely to give in to.

And he knows just exactly when we are most likely to give in to
it.

 

SO WE HAVE TO KEEP OUR EYES OPEN ALL THE TIME.

 

Consider with me next:

II. THE CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR SIN

2 Sam. 12:7-14

 

There are least three things that happened because of David's
sin:

 

1. David Lost His Joy.

 

Nathan apparently didn't confront David for his sin for 9
months, because the baby was born by this time.

 

But when Nathan did confront him, David immediately confessed
his sin.

 

Psalm 51 is David's personal confession of this sin written out
in song form.

 

In Psalm 51:12 prays

"Restore unto me the joy of my salvation… "

 

I hardly think that David lost his joy when Nathan confronted
him.

 

I rather think that he had lost his joy 9 months earlier when
the sin was committed.

 

That 9 month period had been one bad even after another for
David.

 

First, there would have been the sense of guilt after committing
the sin.

 

Then the sense of fear when she was pregnant.

 

Then the sense of frustration as Bathsheba's husband refused to
sleep with his wife while home on leave (arranged by David)

 

Can you imagine how it must have struck like an arrow in David's
heart when Uriah told David he could not go and enjoy his wife when
David's servants were out in the fields, in battle? (2 Sam
11:11)

 

And then, David would have the sense of guilt for ordering that
Uriah be placed in a part of the battle that would have ensured his
death.

 

He married Bathsheba,  but she would have spent that whole
9 months mourning her husband's death.

 

David would have been miserable.

 

2. David Lost His Family.

2 Sam 12:10-11

 

The very next chapter has one of David's sons raping one of
David's daughters.

 

Then having the full brother of the daughter conspiring and
killing the brother that raped his sister.

 

Then having that same son leading a war against David, defiling
David's concubines sexually so that David's people knew it.

 

Having that same son killed in battle.

 

Having another son trying to assume the kingdom upon David's
death bed.

 

And then, Solomon, the son David had chosen to be king having to
kill a brother for treason.

 

David's family was a mess.

 

One of the worse consequences for my sin IS WHAT IT DOES TO MY
KIDS.

 


	I want to give my kids a godly heritage.

	I want to give my kids the opportunity to live their
entire lives to the glory of God.



 

But when I give in to sin, IT IMPACTS MY CHILDREN.

 

I guess I fear that more than anything else.

 

I want to make sure I am right with God, as much as any other
reason, BECAUSE I WANT MY KIDS TO GROW UP IN A HAPPY HOME AND HAVE
THE CHANCE TO LIVE HAPPILY FOR THE LORD.

 

David lost his joy

David lost his family, and

 

3. David Lost His Child.

2 Sam 12:18

The little baby conceived in this relationship died.

 

Which reminds us that OUR SIN ALWAYS HURTS OTHERS.

 

Sometimes people say to me things like.

 

It's my body, my life, I can do what I want.

 

But the trouble with that is that everything we do affects
others. 

 

Sometimes it affects those we least would want to be
affected.

 

Finally tonight let me show you;

III. THE COMPASSION OF GOD DESPITE THIS
SIN.

2 Sam 12:23-24

There are two things to point out:

 

1. That the baby went to heaven

2. That David and Bathsheba's next Baby was Solomon, and the
Lord loved him.

 

While it is very important that we understand how serious sin
is…

 

It is equally as important that we understand how gracious God
is to sinners.

 

Now, God does not over look sin.  In some way, every sin is
chastened.

 

But God never casts away a person because of sin.

 

And God can take the very worst of situations and make something
good out of them.

 

First of all, David and Bathsheba's first baby went to
heaven.

 

David said that after the baby was dead, he could not return to
David. BUT THAT DAVID WOULD SOMEDAY GO WHERE THE BABY WAS.

 

If we really believe in heaven then, IT WAS NOT BAD FOR THE BABY
THAT HE DIED.

 

He actually had it better than his father. And even better than
his brother Solomon, whose kingdom was one of the world's
wealthiest.

 

And then secondly, David and Bathsheba's next son was Solomon,
who was appointed by God to be the next king of Israel.

 

And ultimately, Bathsheba was in the line which brought Jesus
Christ into the world.

 

Matt 1:1-6 mentions only four of the women involved in Christ's
genealogy.

 

Thamar was the daughter in law of Judas, and became pregnant by
pretending to be a harlot and seducing her father in law.

 

Rachab was a harlot and not even a Jew.  But when she
helped the Jewish spies who were getting ready to conquer Jericho,
God spared her life, and she part of the Jewish line of Christ.

 

Ruth married Boaz, Rachab's son. Ruth was not a Jew.

 

And finally Bathsheba had Solomon through David as a part of the
passage we are studying.

 

You know what?

All of us have done some pretty awful things.

 

And there are some things we have done which disqualify us from
some kinds of ministry.

 

But the grace of God is so rich, THAT HE TAKES YOU AND ME
ANYWAY,

 

AND HE NOT ONLY FORGIVES US,

 

BUT HE MAKES SOMETHING GREAT OUT OF US.

 

And in fact, those things that we did that we feel the most
ashamed of

ARE SOME OF THE THINGS GOD USES TO MAKE US THE KIND OF SERVANTS
HE CAN USE THE MOST.

 

Because where sin abounds, GRACE MUCH MORE ABOUNDS.

 

Should we continue in sin?

 

Not on your life.

 

But should we give up for God because of sin?

And the answer is still, NO WAY.

 

Confess your sin

Accept God's cleansing of that sin

Learn a valuable lesson from that sin,

AND THEN GO ON AND LET GOD USE YOU DESPITE THAT SIN!

 










Chapter 9
THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST


Luke 1:5-25; 39-44; 57-80

 

Jesus said of this man, that there has never been a greater man
born of women. (Matt 11:11)

 

His name is John, the son of Zacharias and Elizabeth.

 

But we know him best as John the Baptist.

 

He is addressed by that title 13 times, and by the title John
Baptist another 2 times.

 

John the Baptist is not given the recognition today that he
should.

 

This man's influence was amazing. Multitudes of people came to
hear him preach and to be baptized by him.

 

He preached to king's and priests as well as the common
people.

 

He not only pointed the way to Jesus Christ, but actually
baptized Jesus.

 

And being baptized by John was a requirement to be one of the
Lord's apostles.

 

Jesus stumped the Pharisees by asking them to honestly tell Him
whether they thought John's baptism was from heaven or not.

 

And in Luke7:28-30

We are told that all the people who heard Jesus justified God by
being baptized by John

 

But that the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God
by refusing to be baptized by John.

 

And the gospel according to John says of John the Baptist…

 

"There was a man sent from God… "

 

I'm telling you… THIS GUY IS IMPORTANT TO SCRIPTURE.

 

By the way,  John the Baptist was a Baptist exactly the
same way we are Baptists.

 

He preached the same message we preach today…  

 

Our roots as believers go back all the way to Jesus, AND JOHN
THE BAPTIST.

 

There are a few things that strike me as read about his
conception and birth:

I. THAT HIS BIRTH AND POSITION IN LIFE WERE ORDAINED OF
GOD.

By the way, this is true of every human being.

 

1. It was true  of  Jacob and Esau

Gen 25:23

23    And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are
in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy
bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people;
and the elder shall serve the younger. (KJV)

 

2. It was true of Samson

Judg 13:5

5     For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear
a son; and no rasor shall come on his head: for the child shall be
a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to deliver
Israel out of the hand of the Philistines. (KJV)

 

3. it was true of Job.

Job 31:15

15    Did not he that made me in the womb make
him? and did not one fashion us in the womb? (KJV)

 

4. It was true of the Psalmist David

Ps 22:10

10    I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou
art my God from my mother's belly. (KJV)

 

5. it was true of the prophet Isaiah

Isa 49:5

5     And now, saith the LORD that formed me
from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him,
Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes
of the LORD, and my God shall be my strength. (KJV)

 

6. It was true of the prophet Jeremiah.

Jer 1:5

5     Before I formed thee in the belly I
knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.
(KJV)

 

7. It was true of the Jews as a whole people

Isa 44:2

2     Thus saith the LORD that made thee,
and formed thee from the womb, which will help thee; Fear not, O
Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesurun, whom I have chosen. (KJV)

 

8.  It was true of John the Baptist.

Luke 1:13-17

13    But the angel said unto him, Fear not,
Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall
bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.

14    And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and
many shall rejoice at his birth.

15    For he shall be great in the sight of the
Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall
be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb.

16    And many of the children of Israel shall he
turn to the Lord their God.

17    And he shall go before him in the spirit
and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make
ready a people prepared for the Lord. (KJV)

 

IT IS TRUE OF YOU AND ME.

 

And in fact,

IT IS TRUE OF EVERY HUMAN BEING EVER CONCEIVED!

 

That little boy or that little girl that you thought was an
accident..

 

IS NO ACCIDENT WITH GOD!

 

There should not be such a thing as an unwanted child.

 

I know parents who complain to their friends in front of their
children, THAT THIS KID WAS AN ACCIDENT.

 

Man!  What a horrible thing to grow up thinking.

 

Listen, every child needs to be told repeatedly every day that
they are loved and wanted and adored and cherished by the
parents.

 

They are loved wanted and cherished by God.

 

The Second thing I notice in the account of the birth of John
the Baptist is;

II. HOW HUMAN HE WAS EVEN BEFORE HE WAS
BORN.

Luke 1:15 says that he would be filled with the Holy Ghost from
his mother's womb.

 

And Luke 1:44 says that he leaped for joy while he was still in
his mother's womb.

 

The fact that he could experience joy and be filled with the
Holy Ghost tells us that he had

 


	A mind

	A will, and

	Emotions.



 

That is all it takes to be a person

 

(This is at the six month mark of the pregnancy.)

 

At this point in the message we have then, two reasons abortion
is wrong.

 

First, because it is the killing of a human being.

 

Secondly, because

IT IS THE KILLING OF A HUMAN BEING THAT WAS ORDAINED OF GOD TO
LIVE!

 

I am not at all in favor of blowing up abortion clinics,
shooting abortion doctors, or even picketing in protest of
abortion.

 

I am in favor of winning people to Christ, baptizing them in the
name of the Father Son and Holy Ghost, AND THEN GETTING THEM INTO A
CHURCH WHERE THEY WILL HEAR IT PREACHED THAT ABORTION IS A SIN
AGAINST A HOLY AND LIVING GOD.

 

Because that is exactly what it is.

 

Abortion is a sign of the last days:

 

The Bible tells us

2 Tim 3:1-4

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall
come.

For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers,
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,

Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God;  (KJV)

 

Without natural affection means to not have the natural love of
a parent for the child.

 

That is evident in a myriad of ways today,

 


	Susan Smith, drowning her children in an attempt to win
the favor of an ex boyfriend.

	Those parents who leave their newborns in garbage cans
and the like.

	Parents who are more interested in their careers than
they are in their children.

	Parents who abuse and neglect their children.
and

	Parents who abort their children.



 

IT ISN'T NATURAL FOR A PARENT TO DO SUCH THINGS.

 

And the fact that such things happen demonstrates that we are in
the last days before Christ returns.

 

Abortion, I believe has helped to lead to the leading cause of
Teenage deaths, suicide.

 

A child is raised to believe that they are optional. 

 

They only exist by the whims and will of their parents. 
They aren't important and if their mom and dad had wanted to, or if
their existence would have been inconvenient for their parents,
they could have killed them before they were born.

 

If that is true, their life has little value, why not take their
own life if it becomes inconvenient to them?

 

The sanctity of human life begins with the belief that OUR LIVES
ARE THE DIRECT RESULT OF THE WILL OF GOD.

 

When you believe that GOD has a purpose for your life.

 

Then nobody has the right to take that life from you.

 

And life becomes important enough to live to endure any kind of
hardness.

 

The last point I have tonight about the birth of John the
Baptist has to do with the kind of parents he had.

III. HIS PARENTS RAISED JOHN THE BAPTIST BY THE WILL OF
GOD AND NOT THE WILL OF PEOPLE.

There are three unusual things which happened in the raising of
John the Baptist.

 

First, his name, John, was not the name his parents picked for
him, but the name God picked for him.

 

Second. He was to be raised as a Nazarite (like Samson) (Verse
15)

 

Thirdly, he was raised in the deserts until he was an adult
(verse 80)

 

This would have been a strict standard by which to raise their
son.

 

One in which the friends, family, and even accepted leadership
would have disagreed with.

 

In fact, we read that when they obeyed God and named him John,
their relatives and neighbors pitched a fit!

 

One of the most frustrating things I know of today is the
interference godly parents have in raising their children in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.

 

Everybody thinks they know more about child raising than the
parents.

 

Some states have even publicly stated that they believe the
School System assumes leadership over the parents whenever the kids
get to be school age.

 

Anita and I were in Clackamas Town Center several years
ago. 

That mall has a play area for children under a certain age, and
we went oer there and let Bo and Caleb play a few minutes.

 

When we said it was time to go, Bohannan considered having a
hissy fit.  But Anita corrected him and told him to be quite
and put on his shoes so we could go.

 

This strange lady walked up to Bo and said, "It's ok honey. go
ahead and express your feelings!"

 

Anita took Bo and we left. BEFORE ANITA EXPRESSED HER FEELINGS
TO THE LADY!

 

Let me tell you,

If you raise your kids for God

 

YOUR GONNA FIND YOURSELF IN A BATTLE.

 


	Your family won't always like it

	Your friends won't always like it and
even

	Your children won't always like it



 

When we began giving our kids a Christian education, we
immediately had family confront us. Anita's sister was a school
secretary. And she still doesn't believe our kids go to
school.

 

The way we educate, the way we discipline, the things we do at
home, and the things we allow our kids to do for fun…

 

Is so different than the rest of the world That raising our kids
for the Lord is a major issue.

 

But it is worth it.

 

There are two statement made about John the Baptist I would like
to point out to you before we close:

 

Luke 1:30

"And the child grew and waxed strong in spirit… "

 

Because they raised their son for the Lord from the very
beginning, he was spiritually strong even as a child.

 

That won't happen if we raise our kids just like the world does
and in the world's setting.

 

Luke 1:16

"And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord
their God."

 

That is the most important statement that can be said of any
human being.

 

So far as God is concerned

 

It does not matter how wealthy a person grows up to be

It doesn't matter how healthy a person grows up to be.

It doesn't matter how popular a person grows up to be.

Or how educated a person grows up to be.

 

God's standard for success in this life is simply this.

 

"And many… shall he turn to the Lord… "

 










Chapter 10
THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST


Matt 1:18

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his
mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she
was found with child of the Holy Ghost. (KJV)

 

As we have gone through this series of messages on the recorded
births of significant people in the Word of God.

 

They all lead up to this one.

 

This is the gem we have been digging for!

 

Jesus Christ is the central figure in all of history.

Christ is


	The maker of the universe

	The Messiah of Israel

	The Head of the Church and

	The Saviour of the World.



 

And when we look at all of these other births, they all are
meant to teach us something about this onemost important birth.

 

What we learn from the birth of Jesus Christ is far
reaching.

 

It describes for us the way in which God works.

 

For one thing.  Even in the case of taking care of the sin
problem…

GOD DID IT THROUGH A MAN!

 

Consider how God works, and you will see that it is always
through a man.

 

He used one man (and his wife) to found the entire human
race.

 

He used one man (and his wife) to establish the Jewish
nation.

 

He used one man (and his brother) to deliver Israel from
Egypt.

 

Now, God did the work.

BUT HE DID IT THROUGH A MAN.

 

The fact that God works through a man is a forshadow or type of
how He saves our souls.

 


	He doesn't save our soul through the sprinkling of holy
water.

	He doesn't save our soul by the recitation of a
chant.



 

HE SAVES OUR SOUL THROUGH A MAN —JESUS CHRIST.

 

I notice first God worked the Birth of Christ at

I. AN APPOINTED TIME

It is one of the most obvious lessons in the birth of the
Lord.

 

The promise of His birth had first been made to Adam and Eve in
Genesis 3:15.

THAT WAS 4000 YEARS before Christ was born!

 

The promise of the Messiah kept being made over and over in the
Scriptures.

 


	Abraham was promised that from his seed (child) would
come a seed that would bless all nations.

	Jacob expounded on the promise and said that he would
come from the family of Judah.

	King David was given the promise that the Messiah would
be in his family and that he would reign forever.

	Daniel prophesied about one coming from heaven, made
without hands, who would smash the kingdoms of this world and
establish a kingom of righteousness.

	Isaiah prophesied about the Messiah who would be
bruised for our transgressions.

	Malachi, 400 years before Jesus was born prophesied an
said

	"unto you that fear my name shall the sun of
righteousness appear with healing in His wings… "



 

You see, God had a PLAN.

 

He had planned an promised that Jesus Christ woul come: BUT HE
DID NOT COME UNTIL IT WAS THE APPOINTED TIME IN GOD'S PLAN.

 

Galatians 4:4 says it this way:

"But when the fulness of time was come, God sent forth His Son,
made of a woman, made under the law."

 

Oh, Listen, God has a appointed time in His work.

 

He is never late

BUT HE IS ALSO NEVER EARLY.

 

God has a plan

And God sticks with His plan.

 

(We would do well to learn from that!  We can be too early
with things.)

 

God has a plan for your life too.

 

And while you may not understand the plan.

IT IS A GOOD PLAN

 

And at the appointed time, you will see that it has been good
for you!

 

I notice secondly from the birth of Christ that there was:

II. A PREPARED VESSEL

I am speaking of Mary now.

 

Have you any idea how many young ladies must have lived in
Israel when God chose to bring Christ into the earth through a
woman?

 

What was it about Mary that God used?

 

There are at least two things that are immediately
noticeable:

 

1. She was a clean vessel.

She was a virgin. (Luke 1:26-27)

 

Let me show you something Paul taught

 

2 Tim 2:20-21

But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of
silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some
to dishonour.

If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a
vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and
prepared unto every good work. (KJV)

 

Around our house, we have all kinds of vessels.

 


	Some of them are made of plastic

	Some of glass

	Some of stoneware



 

And so forth.

 

Now, every oneof those vessels is used for something.

 

But some of them won't be used for just anything.

 

For instance:

We have a stainless steel pan that we use to feed Mavis, (the
dog) in.

 

This pan was not originally made to be a dog dish. We found it
out in the barn in the house we rented in the country.


	It is some kind of sauce pan.

	It looks like the kind of pan my grandma used to use to
make pudding in.

	It kind of looks like te type of bowls my wife has that
came with her mixer.



 

I imagine at one time, this pan, that we now use to feed our dog
in, was a part of a ladies kitchen tools.

She probably made all kinds of wonderful dishes in that pan.

 


	Rice pudding

	Tapioca pudding



 

And all of that.

 

And, if truth be known, that pan could still be used in a
kitchen.

If you washed it thoroughly, it would be no different than it
was brand new.

 

But, I'll guarantee you I'll never knowingly eat anything that
has been cooked in that pan.

 

I mean, Mavis has slobbered all over it.

And the slugs have crawled all around in it.

 

And you could wash it and disinfect it through eternity BUT THAT
DISH IS NOT GOING IN MY WIFE'S KITCHEN.

 

I'll still use it for some things, but I won't use it for
anything.

 

You know what?

There are some of us that God says:

I can still use them for some things… but I can't use for
anything.

 

God was able to use Mary because she was clean!

 

Folks, one of the most desparate and urgent needs we have in the
day in which we live..

 

IS TO CALL CHRISTIAN'S TO CLEANLINESS!

 

I don't necessarily mean taking a bath.. (although that is a
good idea).

 

I mean morality.

 

Some of us will never be able to be used for just anything,
because we aren't as clean as we ought to be!

 

We've been places and seen things that can never escape us and
we aren't what we could have been.

 


	That doesn't mean God doesn't love us.

	It also doesn't mean that God can't use
us.



 

It just means that he can't use us the way He might have been
able had we stayed clean.

 

And we have got to come to the place where we ae calling people,
especially our young people TO BE CLEAN AND STAY THAT WAY.

 

Think about a little progression here.

 

If I am dirty, God won't use me until I have been cleaned
up,

 

If I get cleaned up, Go will use me:

but He may not use me like He would have because He knows where
I have been.

 

How much better, would have it have been if I had never gotten
that dirty in the first place! 

 

I am thankful that God saved a sinner like I am, even after some
of the rotten things I did.

 

I am thankful even more that He would call me to preach and
bless me with the ministry He has after some of the dirty places I
have been.

 

But I am quite sure that I will never reach the fullest
potential of service to te Lord I might have, had I not gotten and
messy as I once was.

 

And for that reason.

I pray God, and raise my children IN A FASHION THAT WILL MORE
LIKELY KEEP THEM FROM CRAWLING IN THE SAME SLIME I DID.

 

Moreover.

I am trying to preach to you to raise your kids, not as your
parents raised you, not even as you would like to raise your kids;
I am trying to preach to you to raise your children by a standard
that may keep them from having to go through the rot you and I
did.

 

Praise God He saved us and forgave us despite our sin.

 

BUT WHY NOT RAISE OUR KIDS SO THEY WON'T HAVE TO BE FORGIVEN OF
THE SOME HORRIBLE THINGS?

 

My wife has a few peices of formal china.

They have only been dirty a few times.

 

Becase my wife saves them to use for the most special
occasions.

 

Wouldn't it be wonderful

If God could take you child and say

"He or she is so clean from the world's spots and stains… I AM
GOING TO USE THEM FOR A SPECIAL JOB?"

 

If you have sin in your own life, get clean.

The more important being used of God is to you, the more extreme
the measures you ought to take to get clean!

.

But wouldn't be great if your kids didn't get dirty at all?

 

In many respects, that is up to you.

 


	You decide where you take your kids and where you allow
them to go.

	You decide what they get to see or not see
and

	You decide what they get to hear or not
hear.



 

God used Mary because she was clean

 

Secondly, God used Mary

2. Because She was Humble.

Luke 1:46-47

Mary, as clean as she was, was still a sinner, and humbly
acknowledged the fact that she needed a Saviour.

 

As clean as we might be, there is none righteous, no not
one.

 

And if Go cannot use a dirty vessel,

Niether can He use one that does not see it nees to be
cleansed.

 

The dishes we have at home, don't know when they are dirty.

 

We are the ones who can see when they are clean or not.

 

And a lot of times, when we don't know that we are dirty,
EVERYBODY ELSE DOES.

 

It is not hypocrisy to say that Christ has saved me and I am
asking Him to cleanse me.

 

It is not wrong to say, let me tell you about the one who is
helping me get clean.

 


	It is hypocrisy to say I am alright without a
cleansing

	It is hypocrisy to say, I am clean, let me help you get
clean too



 

Any unsaved person knows that Christians are as sinful as they
are.

 


	Our kids get in as many fights as theirs
do

	We get as many speeding tickets as they
do

	We get angry as often as they do



 

One of the most important and honest things we can do IS ADMIT
WE ARE SINNERS TOO.

 

Therefore, when God does work through us, HE IS TO GET THE
CREDIT AND GLORY FOR IT AND NOT US.

 

God used Mary to bring Christ into the World

Because she was clean, and

Because she was humble

 

God works in clean vessels that know how dirty they are.

 

The third thing I learn as I consider the birth of Jesus is that
there was;

III. A PREPARED PLACE.

Michah 5:2 says

But thou, Bethlehem, Ephratah, though thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto me
that is to ruler in Israel: whose goings forth have been from old,
from everlasting.

 

Even the priests of the days before Christ's birth knew that
that verse meant the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem.

 

Not only had God prepared a specific town for the birth of the
Messiah.

 

He had prepared a specific place in town for His birth.

 

God orchestrated everything about the birth of Jesus Christ.

 

Josheph and Mary lived in the city of Nazareth. Something
like 100 miles north of Bethlehem.

 

But it came to pass, when it was the fulness of time that the
Christ Child shuld be born…

That the king order every one to taxed IN THE PLACE OF THEIR
LINEAGE.

 

Because both Joseph and Mary were from the family of Judah,
their lineage was from the area that belonged to Judah, BETHLEHEM
BEING ONE OF THE CITIES OF JUDAH.

 

Joseph and Mary were compelled to travel from Nazareth to
Bethlehem

JUST WHEN IT WAS TIME FOR THE BABIES BIRTH!

 

I think that was well within the power of the Lord to bring to
pass.

 

But, then, God had it so there was no place in town that had
room for them, except for the manger.

 

God had designed the exact town He had for the Saviour to be
born in,

And the exact spot in that town.

 

God's work involves

An appointed time

A prepared Vessel

 

And a PROPER PLACE.

 

Let me tell you where that place is:

IT IS THE LOCAL CHURCH!

 

Go calls us to work in the city, among the people.

 

But He calls us to work out of a LOCAL CHURCH!

 

Look through God's Word.

 

You will find that God's work always involved proper timing

It always involved a particular person He used

And it always involved a particular place.

 

When God create Adam and Eve, He placed them in the Garden of
Eden.

 

He did not tell them that they could go live anywhere the
wanted.

HE PLACED them in the garden.

 

They did not get to choose their own place to live, UNTIL THEY
HAD SINNED AGAINST GOD!

 

When God called Abraham HE CALLED HIM TO GO TO A PARTICULAR
PLACE.

 

And once he had moved there, HE would not let his son leave
there!  Not even to find a wife!

 

When God delivered Israel He moved them BACK to the place He had
told Abraham about.

 

But, even within the Promised Land the Jews had one particular
place they were to come to worship God.

 

In fact, one of the sins the Jews are most often criticize by Go
for in the Old Testament is FOR HAVING ALTARS OTHER THAN THE ONE GO
SET UP IN JERUSALEM.

 

And even in the day in which we live,  one of the most
common sins is to neglect the assembling of ourselves together in
the place God ordained for His work to be done… THE LOCAL
CHURCH.

 

In fact,  there is another issue that can be brought
up.  The Bible says this about some of the kings of Judah.

 

II Ki 15:3-4

And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD,
according to all that his father Amaziah had done;

Save that the high places were not removed: the people
sacrificed and burnt incense still on the high places. (KJV)

 

In other words, He personally did what was right.

But he didn't try to get anyone else to do right.

 

That would be like me doing what is right

Going to a true Baptist church

 

BUT NOT TRYING TO GET ANYONE ELSE TO GO TO IT!

 

I know that the local church is the only true church

 

BUT INSTEAD OF MAKING WAVES WITH FRIENDS, I'LL JUST GO AHEAD AND
LET THEM THINK

It is fine to worship God in


	Promise Keepers and

	Child Evanglism Fellowship or

	With any other organization that calls itself a
church.



 

You see, it is one thing to quietly believe God's church is
Baptist.

 

IT IS ALTOGETHER ANOTHER TO STAND AND SAY ANYTHING ELSE IS NOT A
TRUE CHURCH.

 

God's Work, always involves these three things that were a part
of the birth of Christ:

 

An appointed time

A prepared Vessel and

A proper place.

 

We most often just have to be faithful to God and wait for His
time.

 

But we can become a prepared vessel.

And we can make sure we are in the proper place to be used of
God.

 

Are you?

 










Chapter 11
AND THERE APPEARED A GREAT WONDER


Revelation 12:1-17

 

Revelation chapter 12 is prophetic and symbolic in nature. It
portrays the nation of Israel as a woman, clothed with the sun.
This woman, who gives birth to the Lord Jesus Christ. It also
portrays the devil as a great red dragon. The Dragon has plans to
devour the child, Jesus Christ. But the Child is caught up into
heaven by God. The dragon therefore turns his anger towards the
woman who gave birth (Israel) and tries to destroy her. But again,
she is protected by God.

 

Satan's attempt to destroy the child was at Calvary.

 

Satan thought to have devoured Christ on the cross, killing Him
and burying Him for good.

But Jesus was not destroyed. Christ arose from the grave, and
then, 40 days later, was caught up into heaven before a crowd of
witnesses.

 

What Satan thought would destroy Jesus, actually turned out to
destroy Satan.

 

He is a defeated enemy and only has a short time to continue His
wicked attacks because of what happened at Calvary.

 

Since Satan can't get Jesus

He will turn his wicked attention to the nation from which Jesus
Came, that is Israel.  He will do that during the Tribulation
period.

 

That is, in a nutshell, the primary interpretation of Revelation
12.

But I want to use this chapter as an application of something
else.

 

See with me first

I. A WOMAN CLOTHED WITH THE SUN

Verse 1

 

Again, prophetically, she is Israel, the nation that gave birth
to Jesus Christ.

 

But, by way of application tonight,

 

I pictured her as the church and the work the church is
doing.

 

The church of the Living God IS A GREAT WONDER.

 


	She is the pillar and the ground of the
truth.

	She has withstood some of the most violent and wicked
of persecutions.



But though all of earth and hell have attacked her SHE STILL
REMAINS TODAY AS STRAIGHT AND AS TRUE AS SHE WAS THE DAY
CHRIST FOUNDED HER.

 

I am talking about the local church. Not some invisible organism
that has no way to manifest itself and no means of making sure it
goes the right way.

 

The invisible church reminds me of one of the monsters one the
old Star Trek series.

 

It was this gaseous glob that sparkled and glittered as if it
was pretty, but went about destroying Captain Kirk's crew.

 

As the show progressed, you learned that, although this glob was
gaseous, and had no body of its own, it needed a human body for its
own existence. There was one human it had chosen to protect
and keep alive, so it could keep alive.

 

But Captain Kirk and his crew were trying to take that one human
back to civilization, and the glob was trying to kill them all,
because it was going to rob it of the body it needed to
survive.

 

The Invisible church is all glitter and glamour. Those that
love it think it is the best thing that ever was.

 

But the problem is, the invisible church has no form or
substance, and it requires local churches to survive.  So it
feeds and milks them.

 

But, when a church like ours points out that the glob is robbing
the local body of its own life, the life that God truly intended
for it to have,

 

The monster that the invisible church really is does all it can
to attack and destroy.

 


	I love the Local Church

	I LOVE THIS CHURCH and

	I believe this church is a great wonder in
heaven



 

 

Notice the description of the woman:

 


	She was clothed with the Sun

	The Moon was under her feet,

	She wore a crown of 12 stars.



 

 

Just as the sun wraps the earth in radiance Christ wraps His
church in His own brilliance.

 

As the moon reflects the sun's glow, the Local, visible church
reflects the love of God!

 

And the stars?

They could easily represent those souls that have been won to
Christ through the ministries of this church!

 

One of my favorite hymns has these words:

 

Will there be any stars, any stars in
my crown?

When at evening the sun goeth
down?

When I wake with the blest and am
happy at rest

Will there be any stars in my
crown?

 

The Local church is a wonder in heaven, A GLORIOUS THING.

 

I have counted it worth giving my life for.

 

I realize that I have really given my life for Christ.

 

But how do I do that?

BY SERVING CHRIST IN THE LOCAL CHURCH.

 

Paul said that he counted all things but dung that he might know
Christ.

 

How I pray that all of us here tonight would so love Christ and
his church that you would feel it is worth sacrificing yourself
for. The Bible says that Christ Loved the Church and GAVE Himself
for it. DO YOU LOVE IT THAT MUCH TOO?

 

You say, "I love the true church, the invisible universal church
that much, but not a local church!"

 

You know why?

 

Because there is no way to nail you down and say, prove how you
love the universal invisible church.

 

But it is not concrete, there is no tangible to show your love
for it, therefore no one can ever call your bluff on it.

 

I can prove that I love the local church by the time, talents,
and treasures I invest in it. And I can accurately say that those
who invest little time, talents, or treasures in it, do not love it
much.

 

Because where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also.

 

Notice secondly that, as beautiful as the woman is

II. SHE CRIES IN PAIN TO DELIVER HER CHILD

Verse 2

 

In the primary interpretation, the child is without a doubt, the
Lord Jesus Christ.

 

But I am going to use the text in the secondary sense, to
picture Christ being formed in us.

 

Paul said in Gal 4:19

"My little children of whom I travail in birth again until
Christ be formed in you."

 

This is what the local church goes through as she labors that
souls would be saved, and that the saved would be conformed to the
image of Christ.

 

Have you ever thought "What good would Israel have been had they
not brought forth Jesus Christ?"

 

I mean in


	all the beauty of King David's reign and

	all the splendor of King Solomon's reign
in

	all the wonder of Moses' leadership and

	all the miracles in Joshua's conquests



 

Keep all of the wonders the prophets of Israel did, yet if
Christ had not been born into the Jewish nation, their real
splendor would vanish.

 

Our church is a wonderful church. It is a joy to come to the
services. It is a pleasure to preach and pastor here.

 

I love this church, but this church is supposed to be giving
birth…

 

AND GIVING BIRTH IS PAINFUL!

 

Just as a woman endures the pain of child birth for the joy of
bringing a new life into the world, our church must endure the
pains necessary to see souls saved and to see Christ conformed in
them.

 

Did you ever think about which Christians it is who grow most to
look like Christ?

 

IT IS THE ONES WHO ENDURE THE MOST PAIN.


	The ones who come to church the most

	The ones who give, not the most money, but the most
sacrificially

	The ones who make themselves get ready to teach a
class, or force themselves to go out and witness.

	The ones who endure the hard messages that step on
their toes rather than quitting and finding an easier church to
attend

	 The ones who suffer in life, but take it with
thanksgiving, choosing rather to rejoice in Christ than to complain
like the worldly would

	 The ones who find Christ is enough to give them a
sense of joy, even when all the world is against them



These folks who endure the pain  give birth to Christ's
fashion found in them.

 

Those that choose an easy road and run from the hardships of
Christian living never change much from the old image.

 

But let me get to my third point and show you

III. THE WOMAN ALSO EXPERIENCED ANOTHER TYPE OF
PAIN.

Verse 3

The was a dragon terrorizing her.

 

This dragon threatened to devour her baby.

 

You know why we are scared to serve the Lord sometimes?

 

Why we don't think things will work if we step out in faith and
try them?

 

IT IS BECAUSE THE DEVIL HAS CONVINCED US THAT HE WILL DEVOUR OUR
LABORS.

 

But notice that this baby escaped! (vs 5)

 

Listen-

God will protect the Labor given for Him.

 

Satan can scare us out of trying, but he can't ruin what God
does in and through us.

 

And then notice that as soon as the Devil lost the child, he
turned his attack on the woman.

 

WHO FLED INTO THE WILDERNESS TO A PLACE PREPARED BY GOD.

 

Satan can't hurt the Christian who flees to the place God has
prepared for him…

 

Which is where?

 

THE LOCAL CHURCH.

 


	As long as we assemble ourselves together at the
regular meetings.

	As Long as we spend much time together in the word of
God and encouraging each other to love and good
works.

	As long we we gather often to speak about
Christ



 

We are protected.

 

The Bible says, greater is he that is in you than he that is in
the world.

 

The only place Satan can get to a Christian, IS WHEN THAT
CHRISTIAN NEGLECTS TO ATTEND CHURCH.

 

Revelation 12:13-17 and notice SATAN CAN ONLY DO SUPERFICIAL
THINGS.

 

At the very worst, a flood only tears up the surface.

AND SATAN'S FLOOD WAS SWALLOWED UP ANYWAY.

 

Satan was wroth, he was angry, and he looked ugly.

BUT HE COULDN'T DO ANYTHING!

.

You see, Satan can do us no real permanent damage as long as we
stay where God wants us.

 


	he can scare us

	he might cause us some temporary set
backs



But Satan can do us no real significant harm.

 

And notice lastly about Satan that

HE IS A DEFEATED FOE

 

The Armies of heaven overcame him (vss 7-8)

 

Even though there is pain in giving birth to Christ
likeness,

And even though Satan gets angry and desires our destruction

 

We are protected and we are on the winning side.

 

The church of the Lord Jesus Christ is a wonder in heaven AND IT
WILL EMERGE VICTORIOUS THROUGH CHRIST.

 

What does all this mean?

 

It means the we need to invest our all in her!

.

We need to make Christ's church the most important thing in this
life outside our family

 

And we aren't doing family much good if we put them before
Christ's church.

 

And we need to make sure Satan can never scare us out of the
church.










Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. Please forgive those typographical
and grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. While I have
proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many mistakes.
Also note that I have developed my own style of writing for sermon
preparation. It seems to work well for me as I preach from the
pulpit. I elected to keep most of that style intact. I trust it
will add rather than distract from the effectiveness while you
read.

I also ask that, should you find the book is helpful to you, or
if you have questions you would like to ask me, feel free to
contact me.

 

My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.

 

You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:

www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College

www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/
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today.

Five chapters.



	


We
Have An Advocate (2010)
Sermons from the book of First John.



	


The
Great Awakening (2010)
Five messages on Revival.



	


How
To Grow In Grace (2010)
Using an article about baseball great Randy Johnson as a
template, this book gives several keys to spiritual growth. It is
based upon 2 Peter 3:18



	


Marriage: An
Institution of God (2010)
Simple lessons I use in pre-marriage counseling. It may be a
help to someone else.



	


Bury
My Bones Next To His (2010)
Identifying with those whose lives matter for the Lord.



	


The
Temple and Christ (2011)
Describing the Old Testament Temple of Solomon as a type and
picture of Jesus Christ.



	


Reasoning
Together (2011)
Various sermons from the book of Isaiah



	


Burden
Bearing (2011)
An exposition Nehemiah 4:10 and the believer's responsibility to
bear the burdens of one another.



	


Raising Kids
In Canaan (2011)
With as many influences as this world places upon our kids, it's
tough to raise them in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
Based in Genesis 34, this booklet attempts to identify some of the
key problems of raising kids today and answer those problems in a
Biblical manner.



	


The
"I Will's" of God (2011)
God's plan for man is revealed in God's revelation of
Himself.



	


Still
More Giants (2011)
From First Chronicles chapter twenty, a challenge to stand in
confidence against those giants that attempt to overwhelm today's
believers.



	


Victory
Through Christ (2011)
The example of David in victories gained. You can win in your
life!



	


Can
These Bones Live (2011)
Seven various sermons preached from the Book of Ezekiel.



	


Through His
Blood (2011)
Twelve sermons preached from the book of Colossians.



	


Three
Young Men (2011)
Youth. The importance of the youth in our society is often
overlooked. They are relegated to some time in the future when we
no longer are able to prevent their influence in our world.

These three Biblical characters demonstrate how powerful a young
person is, and how important that they are influences for God.



	


What
It Means To Be A Man (2011)
Jesus Christ is the perfect example of real manliness.



	


Long
Enough (2011)
From Deuteronomy chapter two. Encouraging believers to out of
apathy and sloth in their faith.



	


Heirs
Together (2011)
Eight Sermons I've preached from the book of First Peter.



	


I
Heard All About It (2011)
The Apostle Paul addressed a troubled and distressed church in
the book of First Corinthians. Though he had personally established
this church,and testified to its spiritual gifts, it quickly became
fraught with compromise and worldliness.

These pages attempt to expound the book chapter by chapter for the
reader.



	


New
Testament Survey (2011)
This is a simple and short survey of the whole New Testament. It
is intended to familiarize the reader with the location of each of
the New Testament books in the Bible.



	


Old
Testament Survey (2011)
A short survey through the Old Testament with the simple intent
of familiarizing the reader with the location of each of the Old
Testament books of the Bible.



	


Skipping
Through The Psalms (2011)
A series of messages I preached in 1994-1995. Thirty messages in
all.



	


Getting the
Bugs Out (2011)
One message dealing with Proverbs 6:16-19.



	


A
Desire For Glory (2011)
I have no desire for glory this side of heaven. But I do desire
to glorify Jesus Christ. The following pages contain a set of
twenty nine messages I have preached from the book of Second
Corinthians, one of which is entitled "A Desire for Glory." May God
bless these messages as much to the reader as they were to me in
the study and preaching of them.



	


Seven
things God Hates (2011)
An exposition of Proverbs 6 verses 16-19. Five chapters.



	


First
Corinthians Over the Years (2011)
This book contains twenty eight sermons I have preached over the
years that were based from a text in First Corinthians. Some of
them will be expository. Others will be textual and topical.



	


Christmas
Sermons (2011)
Various sermons for the Christmas season. Most of them are
original. Some of them are adapted from other sermons I have found
over the years.



	


Messages for
Mother"s Day (2012)
Mother's Day is one of my favorite Sunday's of the year. I am
thankful for the mother God gave me and I am deeply in love with
the mother of my two children.

These are some of those messages I have preached on Mother's Day
since becoming a pastor. Some of them are original with me but I
confess to employing a lot of helps and ideas from other pastors to
develop most of them.



	


Ten
Times Better (2012)
This is a small collection of various sermons I have preached
out of Daniel.



	


Messages from
Malachi (2012)
A collection of six various sermons I have preached from this
book. Three of them are a part of a series but I have lost the
remainder of that series.



	


Precious
Promises (2012)
Sermons preached from the book of Second Peter.



	


David; A Man
After God's Own Heart (2012)
I have preached this message at a number of men's retreats.



	


Contending
For The Faith (2012)
Four sermons from Jude.



	


Romans: A
Series of Sermons (2012)
Those various sermons I have preached from the book of
Romans.



	


Christians
First: The Priority of the Saint (2012)
We can be so confused about those things that really matter.
This booklet examines the biblical priorities of the disciple of
Jesus Christ.
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