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To understand the way China behaves, it is essential to
understand the national psychology of China.

To understand the national psychology of China, it is
essential to understand the immediate past of China.
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Introduction 



At the end of twentieth century, the world witnessed China's
rise as a global power. Some alleged that the twenty-first century
would be the Chinese Century. There are many reports and books to
discuss the phenomena of China's rise. However, few realized that
barely one hundred years ago, China suffered the lowest point in
her history.

In the late nineteenth century, foreign powers dominated China.
The only reason that China escaped the fate of being a colony is
her sheer size. No foreign power would allow a single power to
colonize China or to monopolize its interest in China. Meanwhile,
no single power was large enough to colonize entire China. The talk
on the table was how to divide China, when the revolution
happened.

In 1823, US President James Monroe declared the
so-called   Monroe Doctrine. It is a policy to prevent
European powers to colonize further Latin America to damage the
American interest. The United States reserved the right to
interfere with such aggression. She issued a Doctrine at a time
when many Latin American countries were on the verge of gaining
independent from the Spanish Empire. The original intention of the
Doctrine was for Latin America. By this Doctrine, the U.S. agreed
that it would not interfere in European's existing colonies in
exchange for the U.S. interest in America. The doctrine maintained
that the New World and the Old World were to remain distinctly
separate spheres of influence.

However, by the end of the nineteenth century, when the
Eight-Nation Alliance invaded China in 1900, after the Box
Rebellion, the United States, as one of the eight powers invading
China, interfered; feeling her interest in Asia was threatened. The
Eight-Nation Alliance could not agree how to divide their recent
gains in China. Under the insistence of the United States per
Monroe Doctrine, China could  maintain her independence. It
was called the “Open Door Policy”. It literarily meant that the
door to China was open for anyone having an interest in China.
Thus, the foreign powers were free to negotiate their interest in
China without even consulting China. After Russia was defeated in
the Russo Japanese War, Russia transferred her interest in
Manchuria to Japan. When German lost the World War I, she also
transferred her interest in Shandong to Japan.

No country, even today, can withstand for long under the
conditions imposed on China during the second half of the
nineteenth century. Western powers forced China to sign a series of
unequal treaties to concede many rights. In addition to the loss of
territories and outflow of billions of taels of silver as
compensation to the lost war, China lost the control of custom
duty, opened the ports for free trade, forfeited the judiciary
rights, and worst of all, was forced to allow unrestricted
importation of opium from British India.

The population in general naturally does not have resistance to
the drugs, then or now.  Unrestricted importation of opium for
over one hundred years led to widespread drug addiction. The opium
condemned China to the worst possible punishment. The evil of drugs
created the problems down to the level of family, the very basic
fabric of the society, generated poverty, decimated the
productivity, lost the will to live, not to mention the outflow of
the money for the opium consumed. British became the biggest drug
lord the world has ever known. Opium trade became the most
profitable commodity trade, and was 20% of British revenue for over
hundred years.

The war indemnity amounted to hundred millions taels of silver
each time. The free trade essentially killed the nascent industry
in China, dampened all the hope of change for while the industrial
revolution was going on in full swing in the western world. China
was impoverished beyond imagination.

The Christianity denounced the Chinese religions as
superstition. The military invasion forced upon China the right to
build churches and the freedom to preach Christianity. It was hard
to convince Chinese that the Churches preached love. Foreigners,
churches in China enjoyed special privileges and immunities from
Chinese law. The resentment against foreigners was high.

However, China cannot blame everything on the foreign powers.
China had multiple chances to reform herself just as Japan did.
Even as early as the seventeenth century, during the reign of
Emperor KangXi, Jesuit missionary were already traveling to China.
The Jesuits brought with them the latest scientific knowledge from
Europe, and were willing to share with the Chinese. However, at the
height of Qing Dynasty, which considered itself as the center of
the world, there was little interest in learning from the West.
Some Jesuits were welcome to stay by managing to impress Qing Court
with a display of ecclesiastical finery of the western technology.
Others endured imprisonment and deportation.

During the nineteenth century, while the Europe was advancing
rapidly both economically and politically, China closed its door
and refused to accept anything foreign for the next one hundred
years.

The Opium War from 1839 to 1842 signaled a turning point in the
Chinese history. When China realized the damages done by opium and
sought to restrict illegal British opium trafficking in 1840,
British declared war on China. China was ill prepared against the
powerful British army. As a result, China lost the war. In
addition, China was forced to open the door by the signing of the
first unequal treaty in 1842.

The first encounter was detrimental because the Western Powers
realized that China was an easy prey. She was much weaker than she
appeared to be. Since then, China attracted more aggression and was
going down the hill. China lost war after the war with ever more
devastating effect. The imposed unequal treaties made the task of
recovery even more difficult.

As an added misfortune for China, the synchronization of the
dynastic cycles in the Chinese history further reinforced the
downturn. The dynastic cycle is a unique, natural cycle in the
Chinese history. In four thousand years of recorded Chinese
history, a pattern dominated and persisted. The pattern is the
dynasty cycle. History always repeats itself. In today's term,
cycle is called "bubble."

In China, dynasties come and go. The force behind it was beyond
the human control. A new dynasty always emerged out of chaos. The
chaotic period could last from a few tens of years to hundreds of
years, when China was fragmented. Constant civil wars, natural and
man-made disasters, popular revolts, killed millions, until a
strong leader emerged and unified China again.

If a dynasty did not suffer from infant mortality, it could last
for hundreds of years. Strong and capable leaders always ruled a
new dynasty. Moreover, the effort to rebuild the war-torn country
inevitably increased the wealth. The mere fact that civil wars
ceased after the unification helped to stabilize the society.
Productivity increased. Food and merchandise became abundant. In
addition, a reduced population due to the result of prolonged civil
wars shared an increased wealth. This also helped to enrich the
individuals.

Hundred years into a new dynasty, both population and
bureaucratic system swelled to a level that economic growth slowly
ground to a halt and the resources became scarce again. In
addition, not all emperors were natural talented leaders. Power
could fall into the hands of ambitious court officials or eunuchs,
who abused the power for personal gains. Corruption became rampant
and dynasty entered the downward cycle and suffered a long decline
until the day that it could not sustain itself.

In the mid-nineteenth century, Qing Dynasty was already two
hundred years old and was in the downside of its grand cycle. It
was in natural decline, with or without the foreign invasion.
However, the foreign invasion hastened its downfall.

Added to the complication, Han Chinese regarded Manchu people,
the founder of Qing Dynasty, as a foreign power. The slogan of the
revolutionaries at the time led by Dr. Sun Yat Sen was to "Expel
the Tartar and Recover China." The foreign invasion force could
even get a helping hand from Han Chinese by purchasing the military
food supply from them.

Manchu, who is an ethnic group belonging to Tungus branch of
Altaic people distantly related to Turks and Mongols, invaded China
in 1644 and founded Qing Dynasty.

After conquering China, Qing Court decreed to prohibit Han
Chinese from entering the vast pastureland of their homeland,
Manchuria. They reserved Manchuria for their eventual retreat, if
one day for some reason they had to leave China. Qing Court would
severely punish any Han Chinese breaking the law. Until Manchu
realized the ambitions of Japan and Russia, in the late nineteenth
century, she opened the gate of Great Wall in the reverse direction
to allow massive migration of Han Chinese into Manchuria. However,
it was too late. Russia had already taken half of the
Manchuria.

After the fall of Qing Dynasty, Manchu people lost their
prestige. Many of them adapted Han Chinese names and mixed
completely into Chinese. Today, even for those who claim Manchu
ancestry, very few can speak Manchu tone.

It was easy for Han Chinese to blame Manchu for the demise of
China. However, even if the Han ethnics were to have founded the
last dynasty, China would have suffered the same fate, if not
worse. Not only Manchu inherited the grand Chinese thinking as the
center of the world, all the Confucius philosophy, but also Qing
Dynasty produced better emperors than the average Chinese
dynasties. The later Qing emperors might be incapable, but they
were corrupt. There were no shortages of the Manchu nobleman
enthusiastically pushing for reform. Emperor GuangXu was the best
example. Empress CiXi, who ruled China with iron hand for almost
five decades, notoriously selfish and power hungry, was not on par
with the last Ming emperors in corruption and ineptitude.

In addition, at the height of Qing Dynasty, during the reigns of
KangXi, QianLong and YongZeng，over the period of hundred years,
Qing expanded the Chinese history to be one of the largest among
all the dynasties. It conquered Tibet, Mongol, and East of Siberia,
a part of Central Asia and Taiwan and subdued Burma, Thailand,
Laos, Vietnam and Korea into its vassal states. It was the empire
with the largest continuous landmass in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. Despite the concession of huge territory in
Siberia and Central Asia to Russia in the late nineteenth century,
and the independence of Mongolia in 1946, China today is still one
of the largest countries in the territory, thanks to the
Manchu. 

It is difficult to separate the China today from the China
yesterday. China’s fall in the nineteenth century was so
unfathomable, that in spite of thirty years of miraculous economic
growth since 1980, she is still a poor country in terms of per
capita income. Only her sheer size makes her an economic giant.
After reading this book, you might realize how difficult the task
to restore China to her previous prosperity. From my point of view,
it would need at least thirty more years.

Is China today different from China yesterday? The political
system may be different. One can argue that the essence remains the
same. The Communist China is by the name of communism only. The
Chinese communists cling to communism because it is their mandate
of heaven, their justification to hold onto their power. It is the
same mandate of heaven that dynasties justified their rules.
Nothing that communist government does today is relevant to the
communism that it preaches.

In order to contain the growing power of the new industrialists,
Communist Party decided to recruit them into the Party. The Party
can no longer represent the proletariats that it used to be. Many
communists are rich beyond imagination. Furthermore, one can trace
many of its policies back to the policies of late Qing Dynasty. For
example, the state dominated private or public companies have their
origin from the time of Li Hong Zhang. It is the business model
invented by him.

The culture played a major role in shaping the way people think.
People behave differently based on their culture background,
education, and environment in general. The unique aspect of the
environment of the upbringing of Chinese is the exposure to the
Chinese history. The uniqueness is a quality of the continuous
civilization. Chinese feel the ancient personalities two thousand
years ago much more relevant than the Westerners feel about Roman
nobles.

It does not matter whether the education is from opera or from
TV. In the old times, the touring opera groups provided much of the
history education to the mass in China. Even illiterate people can
tell you the story of famous emperors in the past. Today, TV
performs the same function. The TV programs are full of the episode
of dramatized stories from all dynasties. The intrigues of the
historical dramas fascinated people. Unconsciously, they behave
accordingly. Even Mao, the founding father of the People's
Republic, learned much of his tricks from the Chinese history books
rather than from the "Manifesto of Communism."

Is the dynasty cycle broken with the arrival of modernization?
Is the political party system free from the spell of the cycle of
the imperial political system? Is Communist China one of the
dynasties in China? It is too early to tell. After all, Qing
Dynasty survived 275 years. If Communist China can survive that
long as a dynasty, its end will not come until year 2245. If it
indeed can survive as long as the last two dynasties, it will be a
success. Otherwise, it would only be a short episode in the Chinese
history, much like the Republic of China, which never really ruled
China in her entirety in her brief
history.    

History is a sum of all the past events. However, history is
more than the accumulation of random events. Every event has its
own cause and effect. The cause and effect thread the events into a
sequence. To understand the history, it is important to understand
the sequence of cause and effect. I have written this book in the
sequences of events by their causes and effects. It is much easier
for the readers to understand why things happened the way it
happened. In addition, it will make a more enjoyable reading.
However, since many events are happening simultaneously, to follow
the sequence of events by cause and effect is different as to
follow the sequence of events by the time. 

However, history is more than just the cause and effect; random
happenings knit them closely together. For example, if the little
girl from a poor family, Laner, were not to have been selected as a
concubine, she would not be one day become the absolute ruler of
China for almost fifty years. If she were not to have been born
with the talent which allowed her to  launch a coup at the age
of twenty-six against the most powerful royal family members,
defeated them and grabbed the power, when her husband died, China
would also be different.  Without being born with the
extraordinary shrewdness, she could not have done it. Was her
talent and wit an event generated by “cause and effect”, I would
say no? This kind of random coincidences is inexplicable, and adds
another dimension to the history.

History also tells us: nothing is forever. A country or a
civilization, like a living organism, will rise, grow, decay and
die. China cannot avoid this cycle. However, China is unique in a
sense that, besides India, it is only longest-lasting, continuous
ancient civilization in the world. China achieves this feat by
recycling, cleansing, and purging herself constantly so that after
each down cycle, inevitably, she emerges stronger and richer. It is
a built-in cycle. This was possible when China was an isolated
civilization in the past. How, when China becomes a member of the
much larger world, can this cycle continue?

History also taught us: whenever there is war, massacre
inevitably followed. It is the human nature. China may blame the
massacre of Nanjing by Japanese troop during World War II. However,
less known to the world, barely ninety years before the Japanese
Massacre, in a Chinese civil war, Taiping Rebellion, the same
things happened. When the brutal killings in the battlefield
surround a man, it is difficult to keep a clear mind what is right
and what is wrong.

The stories in this book are not for your history lessons. It is
my intention to raise your interest to understand China by
narrating the stories from a few important personalities during the
epoch. These personalities are the household names in China, but
outside of China, very few people have heard about them. They were
very powerful people and held in their hands China's future. I want
to shine lights on the key events during the downfall of Chinese
empire. From the story, we can see that there was no lack of effort
to reverse the tide, but it was an impossible task until something
dramatic happened – the revolutions, not only once but twice.

I have written this book from many years of research into the
subject of matter. I do not intend to write this book as a
replacement of the history books. Rather, I want to condense the
important events in the last sixty years of the Qing Dynasty into
an interesting reading. I hope this book can provide those who are
interested in China today to understand China of her immediate
past.

The events in the book are mostly accurate to the historical
records. It will serve as an introduction to you, and allow you
further research into the subjects more interesting and easier.

However, there are events even the history does not provide a
true account. In such cases, I used the most plausible scenario in
my book. For example, Emperor GuangXu died at the age of
thirty-nine just one day before Empress Dowager CiXi died. He fell
into serious sickness one day before. Was this a coincidence? Did
he die in a nature cause or was he murdered? If he was murdered,
who murdered him? Nobody knows. Maybe someday the truth will be out
in this case.

On the day, that Empress Dowager CiXi exiled from Beijing to
escape the Eight-Nation Alliance invasion, Emperor GuangXu’s most
beloved Consort Zeng fell into a well and died. Did Empress CiXi
order to push her into the well? On the other hand, did Consort
Zhen commit suicide? Again, nobody knows and nobody will ever find
out. These are the riddles of the history.

In writing this book, the dates of events add a complication.
Because the official calendar in Qing Dynasty is the Chinese lunar
calendar, which is different from the western calendar. In
historical documents, the dates quoted for events could be using
Chinese lunar calendar or Western calendar. The documents certainly
do not explain which calendar they used. I could only compare the
sequence of the events in each case to see which calendar makes
sense. In some cases, if I could not discern the dates by the
sequence of events, I skipped the dates.

The Chinese names used in this book follow the Pinyin system,
which is a standardized and unified spelling in China today. In the
older documents, you will find the names using other spellings. If
you do research, you will have to reconcile the names. However, the
well-known names remain unchanged. For example, Hong Kong is still
called Hong Kong, not Xiang Gang, according to the Pinyin.

Lastly, I want to give credits to Wikipedia, Baidu and Google
Earth for the pictures that I used in this book..

 

 

 

 

 

   


 

 

 


Chapter 1




Yuan Shi Kai



July first, 1905, seven years after the fateful and failed coup
of imperial court by Emperor GuangXu, Yuan Shi Kai rode the train
to Beijing. Yuan was the Viceroy of Zhili province, where capital
Beijing is located, and Minister of Beiyang (North Sea) in charge
of the foreign affairs, external commercial, and defense for North
Sea region. He was a rising star and one of the most powerful men
in China.

His intent to visit the imperial court was unknown to anyone.
Carried with him was the proposal for reform. This proposal to
modernize China was also a tool for his person gain in power. It
was a big gamble on Yuan's part. He would have to sell the proposal
to the conservative court, which was against any reform. With the
proposal, Yuan also carried the hidden motivation. The proposal
could lead him to be China's ruler or to death punishment.

Yuan had known well the fate of failed coup of reform launched
by an innocent Emperor GuangXu, seven years ago. Since any reform
would threaten the political power base of the conservative gang,
headed by CiXi - the Empress Dowager, the adopted mother of the
Emperor. GuangXu, even as an Emperor, ended up in confinement in
the imperial palace for his role in supporting the reform. Other
leaders of the reform were either executed or in exile. The Emperor
himself had lost his personal freedom, not to mention his political
power. The conservative gang was firmly in charge. Ironically, Yuan
was the one who triggered the failure of the coup.

On the previous day, Yuan received an important piece of news.
His political rival in the court, Wang Wen Shao, just resigned as
the Staff of Grand Council, a position to help Emperor or Empress
to manage the daily business of the court or affairs of the nation.
The reason given was retirement. Qing Court promoted Yuan's good
friend, Xu Shi Chang, to replace Wang. Xu was also promoted to act
as the Head of Administration. His promotions opened up a great
opportunity to Yuan.

Xu's promotion, not necessary to enhance Yuan politically, but
Xu was a trusted friend. Yuan, while his ambition earned him many
undesirable reputations, was always faithful to his friends. Xu was
one of them.

He met Xu when he was eighteen years old. He had failed to pass
the provincial level of the Literature Exam to enter the higher
level of Imperial Literature Exam.

The Literature Exam was a part of the Civil Service System had
been the only way to pursue political career for ordinary people
since Han Dynasty instituted it two thousand years ago. It was an
open channel for the government to select human resources
nation-wide. With this system, any high level position in the
government except the position of emperor was attainable at least
theoretically to any qualified Chinese. In fact, the history is
full of the rag to rich stories of people from poor background to
reach the highest office in the court by taking this path.
Therefore, millions of ambitious youths dreamed and dedicated their
life to study the materials required for the exam. The provincial
Literature Exam was the first step toward the higher level Imperial
Literature Exam, in which the candidates from all over China would
compete.

Without other recourse, Yuan, after failing the exam, grouped
together his colleagues of the same fate to organize a study group.
Since he banked all the cost for the rent, books, instructors, his
colleges elected him as the head of the study group. The study
group met regularly to discuss poems, literature, political
studies, and western philosophies. Over the time, Yuan gained fame
in his hometown.

At that time, Xu was a student in a nearby county, ZhunNing. He
heard Yuan's fame and came to visit. When they met, they felt like
old time acquaintances. They talked nonstop about literature,
geography, politics, poems. Xu joined Yuan’s study group.

Since then, they became best friends. Xu always told other
people": I have met someone, who one day would do something great!"
This "someone" was Yuan. 

One day, Xu came to Yuan. He wanted to say something but
hesitated. Yuan urged Xu:”What is that you want to tell me?”

Xu hammed and hawed: "I like to borrow some money from you. I
will return it to you as soon as I can.”

“Of course,” Yuan injected," May I know what is it for?”

Xu was afraid that Yuan would be unhappy if he spoke the truth,
however, he took the courage: "I want to quit the study group and
go to Beijing and continue my advance study there.”

Yuan laughed: "This is small matter. I have the money you want.
I will support you all the way.” Xu got this wish and was relieved.
He went to Beijing and passed the public service exam. Soon he
worked in the government. Eventually, Xu made his way to achieve
the prominent position, owing to Yuan’s support.

Now, Xu was a Staff of Grand Council and was in charge of the
Administration, which was a newly formed ministry responsible for
the new bureaucratic affairs.

Yuan exclaimed; “This is the door to reform!” A political storm
was gathering in Beijing. As much as the imperial court resisted
the reform, the rising tide of events would force the change
one-way or other.


The Russo Japanese War



When Yuan traveled to Beijing, the Russo-Japanese War, which
lasted from 1904 to 1905, was ending. Two months ago, Japan had
sunk the Russian Second Pacific Fleet in the Battle of
Tsushima.

The Russo-Japanese War was a calamity for China as an innocent
bystander. Qing Court declared neutral. Although China was not
involved, the battlefields were on Chinese territory. China
suffered all the devastation of a war. The battlefields in
Manchuria bore huge loss in human life and property damages.

The loathsomeness of the fiasco of the Jiawu Sino-Japanese War
from 1894 to 1895 and the humiliation that followed by signing an
unequal treaty, for which Qing paid dearly and conceded territorial
rights including Taiwan and Liaodong peninsula,  were still
deeply ingrained. Qing Court was hoping that Russia would teach
Japan a lesson. However, the event turned out to be disappointing.
Russian troop was suffering from one defeat after another. By March
10, 1905, Japan had occupied Shenyang, the largest city in
Manchuria. Russian had causality over 90,000 soldiers. At the end
of May 1905, the entire Baltic Fleet was sunk by Japanese navy.

When the news unfolded, the world was taken by surprise. Qing
Court was in shock. Barely ten years ago, Japan had defeated the
newly and expensively equipped Beiyang Fleet. Now, it subdued army
and nave of Russian empire.  How was it possible?

Meanwhile, the defeat of Russia created chaos in Russia. People
were revolted and demanding reform. The event ignited the fire of
revolution. A wave of political and social unrest spread throughout
the entire Russia. Qing Court saw Russian imperial court as its own
mirror image. Tsar Nicholas II was forced to
set up a State Duma,
the legislative assembly, and adopt certain form of
constitution.

The outcome of the Russo Japanese war was a wakeup call for
China. There were many discussions by the political activists. It
was not only a war in the battlefield; it was a war of the
political system. A dictatorship could not compete with a
constitutional monarchy, which Japan became one by the Meiji
Restoration of 1866. Qing had lost the war to Japan ten years ago.
Now Russia also lost the war to Japan. The disturbing events of
uprising and strife in Russia could echo in China.  Something
needed to be done before it was too late. The revolutionaries led
by Dr. Sun Yat Sen were already agitating overseas. Yuan saw his
opportunity coming to fulfill his lifetime ambition.


A Proposal



 Yuan himself did not conceive the ideas of reform in the
proposal. It came from his former professor in the Huai Army, Zhang
Jian.  Zhang was a renowned scholar and a prominent
industrialist at that time. Years ago, he served General Wu Zhang
Qing in the Huai Army as executive secretary, overlapping the time
when Yuan also was in the Huai Army. Both went to Korea during the
Korean uprising. Zhang himself was interested in the study of the
political systems and had spent time in Japan to understand how the
Japanese constitutional monarchy worked.

At the time, to advocate the idea of constitutional monarchy was
dangerous. To the Qing Court, to implement such a political system
was to share the power with outsider. The reformers proposed it
during the Hundred Days' Reform, but had no chance to implement it.
Zhang dreamed of such political reform. However, he was not in the
position to push such reform. He thought Yuan could be a candidate
to make it happen. Zhang did not have the faintest idea how Yuan
would receive it. He sent a letter to Yuan.

To his surprise, Yuan responded his letter favorably. Yuan asked
Zhang to give him the proposal. A few months later, after some back
and forth discussion, Zhang incorporated some of Yuan’s ideas, the
proposal was finally ready to Yuan’s satisfaction.

Yuan took with him to Empress CiXi on that fateful day. His
proposal took CiXi by surprise. After all, Yuan was the one who
betrayed Emperor GuangXu to kill the Hundred Days Reform in 1898,
barely seven years ago. The memory of betrayal was still fresh in
many minds.

At that time, Empress CiXi was taking vacation in the Imperial
Summer Palace outside of Beijing. Many of the conservative gang was
asking CiXi to stop GuangXu’s reform. The Emperor entrusted Yuan
using his Beiyang guards to blockade CiXi's communication with
outside to buy more time for the reform. Unexpectedly, Yuan
informed CiXi about GuangXu's plot in order to gain his personal
privilege from CiXi. As a result, Empress CiXi cracked down,
aborted the reform, and prosecuted the reformers. She also put
Emperor GuangXu under house arrest. Yuan earned the reputation as
traitor and became the most despised man in China.

Yuan presented the case very carefully and skillfully, while
observing CiXi's reaction closely. He argued that the
constitutional monarchy was the only way to save the throne. 
In order to do so, China would have to learn from overseas. To
Yuan’s relief, CiXi agreed to study and issue an edict to solicit
for more inputs. When Yuan's proposal became public, it was like a
bombshell, exploded in the Forbidden City and nationwide. Zhang was
both excited and worried.

Yuan's proposal immediately attracted media attention, both in
China and overseas. It transformed Yuan instantly from a traitor to
a reformer. The chief correspondent of Thames News in Beijing, Mr.
Morrison, published the following reports: "Finally, China sees the
light of reform."," Qing Empire has a powerful reformer - Yuan Shi
Kai." Since then, Mr. Morrison followed Yuan everywhere, and became
Yuan's political advisor later, when Yuan became the first
President of the Republic of China.

Media in China also responded favorably. Many newspapers, which
had criticized Yuan as traitor, now changed tones. Especially Zhang
Jian wrote to Yuan with admiration.

However, there was only one person in the court, who looked at
Yuan with piercing eyes and suspicion. His glare made Yuan
uncomfortable and frightened. This person was Qu Hong Ji. 


 Qu Hong Ji



Qu was a Staff of Grand Council reporting to the Chief Staff of
Grand Council, Prince Qingqing. Under him, there were five Staffs
of Grand Council – Qu Hong Ji, Xu Shi Chang, Rong Qing, Tie Liang,
and Lu Zhuan Lin. Out of them, except Qu and the aged Lu, who was
too old to care about anything; others were in good terms with
Yuan. Specially, the Chief of Staff himself, Prince Qingqing, was
particularly close with Yuan. He treated Yuan as one of his family
member and discussed with Yuan any issue on hand. Qu felt isolated
in the Grand Council.

Qu was watching Yuan as he performed. Qu dared not to speak out
to expose Yuan's plot, but waited for a right opportunity. Qu's
distaste of Yuan came two years ago.

One day a couple years before, Empress Dowager summoned Yuan to
meet her in Yihe Garden Palace. Yuan came fully armed with his
personal security guards. His awe-inspiring air was shocking. His
guards holding weapons, dressing in bright yellow uniform decorated
with tiger and dragon patterns were truly an awesome scene. It was
more like a show of power rather than attending an audience with
Empress. People in the court were not used to see such a rampant
and arrogant display. Qu and Wang Wen Shao were watching the event
afar, quietly observing the disturbance. They looked at each other,
not knowing what to say. Qu and Yuan had not dealt with each other
before, but from that moment on, Qu developed a deep antipathy for
Yuan.

Qu's hometown was Zhangsha in Hunan province. He came from a
family with long history of public servant. His father saw to
himself that Qu became well educated to follow his path. In 1901,
when CiXi came back to Beijing from a yearlong exile to flee the
invasion of Eight-Nation Alliance, CiXi promoted him Qu into the
Grand Council. That year, Qu was 52 years old. During his four
years service in the Grand Council, he had no accomplishment.

Qu was determined to make the defeat of Yuan's proposal as
accomplishment. Qu knew that CiXi could not tolerate any person
trying to gain his own influence and power using the name of
reform. Qu knew well that Yuan’s reform was nothing but a disguise
for his ambition. Once uncovered, even with Yuan's influence, Qu
was sure that CiXi's wrath would contribute the downfall of Yuan.
Just like how she dealt with the Hundred Days' Reform several years
ago. Even her adopted son, Emperor GuangXu, could not escape the
punishment. Qu was so sure of it that the only thing he needed to
do is to remain quietly and strike a deadly blow when the time
came.

It turned out that the struggle between Qu and Yuan would damage
both sides and weaken the positions of Han people in the Qing
Court.


Prince Qingqing



Meanwhile, the political tide had turned. In short span of seven
years since the Hundred Days' Reform, both the world and domestic
events forced CiXi to consider some kind of reform, however
reluctantly. What CiXi did not have was a workable plan. Yuan was
not Kang You Wei and Liang Qi Chao, the leaders of
Hundred Days' Reform, either. Yuan was a polished politician with
well-connected network in the imperial courts, unlike the
idealistic scholars Kang and Liang, who had known nobody in the
court.

Over the years, Yuan's money also bought quite a few converts.
Rumor said; Yuan’s effort spared no high level officials to receive
his contributions.  Yuan used the occasion when they had major
events at home such as wedding, funeral, birthday party. Yuan used
the money to buy favors that would not be possible without
bribe.

Yuan used his network to collect vital information. He had
implanted informers at every corner in Beijing, inside and outside
of the Forbidden City. Rumors said that he even knew what CiXi was
thinking.

Qu stayed in the imperial court, while Yuan stationed away from
capital. Qu accompanied CiXi almost every day, while Yuan saw CiXi
only once a while. Yet, Yuan knew more about what was going on in
the court than Qu did. This was the power of Yuan's network. This
was the power of Yuan's information. 

From 1905 to 1911, Yuan would experience several ups and downs
in his career, and escaped several critical situations miraculously
unscathed. He was about to transform his political capital into the
most powerful man in China. He would be holding Qing Court as
hostage and mutated himself into a revolutionary like magic to
become the first President of the Republic.

Since 1900, the overseas revolutionaries, such as Dr. Sun
Yet-Sen, raised the banner to expel Manchu and restore China. It
created an invisible gap between the Manchu and Han officers in the
courts. They tried to avoid each other. However, only Yuan was the
exception. Both Manchu and Han greeted him cordially when they saw
him.

Prince Qingqing was in good mood when he saw Yuan. His eyes were
brightened and so was his baldhead. His long beard trembled when he
laughed. He must have received a sizable contribution from Yuan. He
had news to tell Yuan.

Yuan's relationship with Prince Qingqing went back two years
ago. Previously it was Yong Lu, the then Chief of Staff of Grand
Council, and Empress CiXi most trusted man, who was Yuan's primary
target for contribution. Every time, when Yuan visited Yong Lu,
Prince Qingqing complained that he only paid respect to Yong Lu and
nobody else. 

One day, the rumor from imperial court said that Yong Lu was
seriously ill. Yuan visited him. Yuan then realized that Yong Lu
often had taken sick leave for long and was not aware of many
happenings in the court. Yuan realized that Yong Lu would not fare
very long.

Yong Lu unexpectedly asked him; "Did you see Prince Qingqing
recently?" The question surprised Yuan. He replied carefully; "No…
”

Yong Lu looked at Yuan with a hint of sadness, and said; "I
don't want to keep you for long. You should go to see Prince
Qingqing."

Yuan realized that Yong Lu was giving him a lease of his
political life. He was grateful to Yong Lu and departed.

Before he went to see Prince Qingqing, he prepared a bank note
of considerable amount, and asked his first lieutenant Yang Shi Qi
to deliver it. When Prince Qingqing saw the note, he could not
believe it. Prince was full of joy but declined, "How could I
accept this?"

Yang had already prepared his speech: "Mr. Yuan told me that you
would be the next Chief of Staff of Grand Council. To be in that
position, you need to pacify the people around CiXi. This
contribution is for you to smoothen your way to the court."

A few days later, Yuan visited Prince Qingqing at home. Prince
Qingqing's son, Zai Zhen was also there. Yuan went up, holding Zai
Zhen's hands and asked him about his study, his interest like a big
brother. 

When Prince Qingqing saw it, an idea came to him and told Yuan:
"Zai Zhen is still young. He needs much coaching. Why don't you
consider him as brother to you?"

Yuan was overjoyed, but he declined": This is too much honor for
me. Zai Zhen is a member of royal family. I cannot be his
brother."

Prince Qingqing pretended to be insulted, said: "Don't be
ridicules. There are marriages between Manchu and Han, why you
cannot be brothers? If Zai Zhen has a brother like you, having
prominent positions in the government, he is the one who is
honored."

Yuan felt that it was the time to accept the offer, and smiled
modestly:" If you insist, I would be more pleased to obligate."

Prince Qingqing smiled broadly, "Zai Zhen, toast to your new
brother!" Among the toasts, the bond was sealed. Yuan gained a
faithful and powerful political ally in Beijing.

Soon after, Yong Lu died, and as expected, Prince Qingqing
assumed the position of Chief of Staff of Grand Council. Yuan never
failed to patronize Prince Qingqing since then. In every occasion,
such as Prince Qingqing and wife's birthdays, sons and daughters'
weddings, grandson's first month celebration, Yuan arranged and
paid for the ceremonies and parties, never left Prince Qingqing to
worry about any expense.

Money talked, of course, Prince Qingqing also returned favors.
Out of gratitude or out of necessity, he never failed to discuss
important issues in the Grand Council with Yuan beforehand. Through
Prince Qingqing, Yuan effectively controlled the Grand Council.


CiXi



Earlier in 1905, Yuan received a court intelligence from his
informants. It was quite unusual piece of information that even
Yuan did not know what to take of it. The information revealed that
Empress CiXi was considering a high-level political reform.

"How could that be? Is it reliable?" Yuan tended to dismiss
it.

A few days later, another piece of intelligence came. It was
more unsettling: "The Staff of Grand Council Qu Hong Ji recommended
three times to pardon Kang You Wei and to recruit him for the
reform." Kang was one of the leaders of the Hundred Days' Reform, a
fugitive currently at large.

`What was unexpected was CiXi's response. She merely expressed
displeasure and refused. To Yuan's understanding of CiXi, a
provoking suggestion such as this should enrage CiXi. However, CiXi
merely expressed displeasure. Was there something changed in CiXi?
The second news further confirmed the validity of the first
one.

Yuan's mind was spinning fast. Was this a sign that CiXi finally
accept reform? If the reform was to become the prevailing political
trend in the court, how Yuan could ride the wave and extract
benefit from it?

However, before Yuan was to take any action, he had to confirm
his suspicion to this reality. Yuan started to piece all the
evidences together. At that time, Yuan was only forty-seven years
old, but his agile reasoning allowed him to analyze the people's
mind and motivation to a great depth.

Ten years ago, when CiXi had her sixtieth birthday, every
provincial and court officer was racking his brain to come up with
gifts which would give CiXi a lasting and pleasing impression. Yuan
was no exception. He received a seemingly insignificant
intelligence from the court. One day, CiXi was staring at wall in
her quarter of the palace and contemplating. Finally, she left
without saying anything.  

When Yuan received this information, he took it seriously. An
inspiration came to Yuan. He dispatched his servants to search for
good paintings throughout the country. Finally, he selected one,
framed it, and sent to CiXi as gift. Yuan spent the least money and
yet his gift was one of those more appreciated by CiXi. Every time
when CiXi saw the painting on the wall, it reminded her of Yuan.
This was what Yuan was capable.

Now, it was the time for the big test. In retrospection, Yuan
could find traces of CiXi's acts that could piece together as an
emerging intention for reform. It all started when CiXi was still
in exile in Xian due to the Eight-Nation Alliance invasion of
Beijing. She issued several edicts publicly to solicit proposals
for reform. They attracted quite a few proposals, such as the
proposals to establish western style schools, to set up industries,
to improve the economy, to found military schools, to build roads
and railways, and many others. None of these was earthshaking. The
reform indeed made some real progress here and there, but none
changed anything fundamental.

To Yuan, CiXi never had any interest to do something good for
the country. Everything she did was to preserve the power, her
personal power, and her dynasty power. Was this time any different?
Yuan wanted to find out.

Lately, when he went to CiXi for audience, he noticed that CiXi
was getting older. Time had etched in her facial expression, in her
agility. She no longer was as sharp and acute as she once was. Her
tone was softer and her manner was more appeasing. After all, she
was seventy years old now. Suddenly, Yuan realized that her
motivation for the constitutional monarchy reform was for real.

However, Yuan figured that CiXi had an entirely different
motivation. Yuan theorized that with all that happened between her
and the Emperor GuangXu, she could not let GuangXu regain power
after she died. The only way was to set up a parliament with her
own cronies to take away the power from GuangXu. Emperor GuangXu
was only thirty-four years old. He certainly would outlive CiXi. As
an Emperor, GuangXu definitely would regain power.

Thinking about GuangXu, Yuan could not help but tremble. Yuan
knew that GuangXu would never forgive or forget Yuan's betrayal.
One day, when Yuan had an audience with CiXi, GuangXu was present.
Yuan tried to greet GuangXu, but GuangXu said sternly and coldly;
"Yuan, I know that you are thinking." Yuan avoided GuangXu's stare
of despise and hatred. Yuan then knew that the last day of CiXi
would be his last day also.

Later, Princess Der Ling, who served as CiXi's personal
assistant and translator, would write in her memoirs entitled "Two
years in the forbidden city" about Yuan as perceived by GuangXu: “I
stared at him. The traitor would not look up; He knew what kind of
damage he had caused. He was pale and looked at the ground. His
expression clearly showed that he was frightened either by me or by
his conscience."

Four years ago, when CiXi and GuangXu returned from Xian to
Beijing, CiXi asked Yuan to clean up palace for court's arrival,
while staying in a temporary palace for a few days. Again, Yuan
asked his first lieutenant Yang Shi Qi to watch closely how GuangXu
held up himself as he returned to Beijing. What Yang reported to
Yuan concerned him.

When the court officers discussed the repair of Heavenly Gate to
the Forbidden City, which was destroyed by the Eight-Nation
Alliance invasion, GuangXu said; “To me, we do not need to repair
the Gate. It will serve as a remembrance to us."

When CiXi restored the palace theater and asked to show the
first opera, GuangXu commented: "How could we enjoy the show at
this time when our country has not recovered from the invasion
yet?"

In a different occasion, when the eunuch went to collect dirty
laundry from Emperor, the eunuch found a worn vest covered with
dirt. When eunuch wanted to pick up the vest, GuangXu stopped him:
"Don't. I wore this vest all way from Xian to Beijing. It had not
been cleaned for month. I want to keep it this way for my
memory."

These tiny episodes clearly showed how GuangXu could not forget
any of the mishap. How deeply they were etched into GuangXu's mind
and heart. What happened next served as reminder that Yuan was not
the only one who felt this way. 

In the temporary palace, CiXi's room was well furnished with
purple-red sandalwood bed with stately headboard, covered with silk
quilt warm and cozy. Even Li Lian Ying's room was comfortably
furnished, Li Lian Ying was CiXi's head eunuch, GuangXu most
despised person, who played CiXi's ear by gossiping everything
about GuangXu.

Li Lian Ying had certainly played an important role in the
murder of GuangXu's most loved concubine Consort Zhen, when the
court fled the invasion of Eight-Nation Alliance in 1900. The sight
that Consort Zhen was pushed into a well and then covered by stone
plate and let die, while GuangXu watched helplessly was unbearable
to him even many years later. Everything was taken away from him,
his power, his freedom, even his beloved wife. Since then, GuangXu
had become withdrawn, and fully immersed in himself, lived the life
of a living dead.

GuangXu's quarter was barely furnished; bed with hardwood board,
thin and dirty quilts, a wooden chair, nothing much. Li Lian Ying
did something surprising. At night after CiXi retired into her
quarter, he showed up in GuangXu's room, and greeted GuangXu. Li
asked GuangXu why he was up so late at night. GuangXu laughed
sarcastically:" How could I sleep this way." Li looked around and
found that GuangXu did not even have the barely necessity to keep
warm in this cold weather. Li immediately blamed himself: “Dame me
that I did not take care of your Majesty." He left and soon came
back with warm quilt to GuangXu.

It seemed that Li was truly whole-hearted to serve GuangXu. Yuan
suspected that Li was mending his fence with GuangXu in preparation
for the eventual future when CiXi would die. The future was not too
far away.

Yuan made a test to confirm his suspicion. Hundreds of guests
attended Yuan's birthday party. Their names were like the list of
who is who in Beijing. At the end of the party, when all the guests
were gone, Yuan invited Li to stay. Now the night was deep and
everything was quiet, Yuan arranged delicacies and aged liqueur to
entertain Li. Li was not stupid. He knew Yuan wanted to ask him a
favor. He said:" I am only a servant. Why your Honor treat me so
highly?"

Yuan said, "It is nothing. I want to take this chance to give my
greetings to Empress CiXi. I heard that she does not feel well
lately. You stay with her every day. Surely you take good care of
her."

Li said; "Empress knows your kindness. She also sends regards to
you."

Suddenly, Yuan knelt down, said sincerely:" You are most loyal
to Empress. When I see you, it is like I see Empress herself."

Li was abashed, and supported Yuan with hands and raised him.
"Please don't embarrass me. You are the one Empress CiXi likes the
most. Otherwise, how could you be promoted so fast?"

Yuan said modestly, "This, of course, it was all your effort."
Li was flattered. He followed by describing Empress CiXi's
wellness.

While listening, Yuan dropped tears, "We all pray that Empress
can be well forever. Otherwise, there will be no us."

Li sighed, and said," I realized." He did not want to say
anymore and said goodbye.

The next day, CiXi received Yuan's audience, and comforted
Yuan:" You don't have to worry about your job." Yuan felt like to
cry.

This happened one year ago. After confirmation from many
aspects, Yuan had no more doubt about his theory. Yuan was looking
for a way out. Yuan spent one year to study and investigate the
parliamentary system. The more he studied, the more he was
convinced that it was an excellent plan. In the parliamentary
system, there was a cabinet. The head of the cabinet was the prime
minister. Prime minister held the effective executive power. There
was Congress and Justice branches of the government. The Emperor
effectively was a figurehead with no real power. Yuan already
assumed that he would be the prime minister and Yuan would fill the
Congress and Justice Department with his cronies. Parliamentary
system was the magic bullet.  Zhang Jian proposal came at the
right time.

It now became quite clear to Yuan that political reform was his
only chance of his survival. It had to be done quickly.  The
time was pressing.

Yuan did not want to second-guess CiXi anymore. He had realized
by now that CiXi was not against reform. She was against sharing
power with others. He not only wanted to confirm with CiXi but also
to lead CiXi down the path of reform. Yuan was convinced that if
the reform were carried according to CiXi's way, CiXi would agree.
Yuan realized that if the Parliament was not established and his
cronies were not in control of the Congress and Judiciary system
when CiXi died, his days would be numbered.

Yuan considered carefully the timing of this political reform.
He set the period to be twelve years to accomplish his goal - that
is, to implement the Constitutional Monarchy system, like the one
in Japan. If it was done too soon, CiXi might not want to
relinquish her power. If it was done too late, CiXi might die
before the system would become mature enough to prevent the
comeback of GuangXu.

Yuan believed that CiXi would be unlikely to live for twelve
more years, as she was already seventy years old. When all done,
Yuan would be the prime minister firmly in control of the Congress
and the Justice Department. In another word, he would be the
supreme ruler of China at fifty-seven years of age. GuangXu would
be nothing but a figurehead. His desire burned feverishly. He
wanted to be in control of the events rather than drifting with the
events. He wanted to coerce CiXi to do so. He wanted to set the
motion to change the course of the history. 

Now the proposal was out. Persuaded by Yuan, Zhang Zhi Dong and
Zhou Fu, two of the heavy weight officers, also endorsed the
proposal. Zhang was the Viceroy of six provinces in Southern China.
He built his reputation to the founding the heavy industry in
modern China. On the other hand, Zhou was the Viceroy of Nanyang
(South Sea), counterpart of Yuan in command of the Beiyang. Zhou
was also considered as the founding father of the Chinese military
school. Yuan included them both for increasing his impetus and as a
buffer.  

On July 5, 1905, the Empress CiXi approved his grand proposal.
As expected, the media all over China gave Yuan's reform proposal a
warm welcome. Even his critiques were silenced.

Fourteen days later, on July 16, CiXi selected Baron Zhen Ze,
Secretary of Interior Dai Hong Ci, Staff of Grand Council Xu Shi
Chang, Viceroy of Hunan Duan Fang, and on July 27, added Deputy
Minister of the Commerce Department Shao Ying, to be the high-level
government delegates to travel overseas to investigate the western
parliamentary political system. Everything was moving at a fast
pace.  It looked like the political reform was finally for
real this time.


The Terrorist Attack



September 24, 1905, a day of celebration turned into a day of
mourning due to a terrorist attack.

Everything started beautifully on that day. It was a fine autumn
day - bright sun with a smooth breeze. Five delegates for the
mission of reform investigation would depart from Beijing train
station to take the long trip overseas. This was a major event in
China. Never so many high level officers had been dispatched
overseas for such an important mission.  

The farewell crowd gathered at the station, saying goodbye to
the delegates. Amid the band music and crowd noise, suddenly, the
sound of explosion rocked the station. Smoke and debris were
everywhere. Station plunged into chaos. Crowd was shouting and
crying. People were rushing and running aimlessly. Polices rushed
to the scene and found bloody and mutilated bodies nearby the
train. One of the bodies carried an ID identifying him as Wu Yue.
Other bodies appeared to be innocent bystanders.

Among five delegates, only two - Zai Ze and Shao Ying were hurt.
However, the trip had to be cancelled. Several days later, the
police identified the dead terrorist Wu Yue as a revolutionist,
affiliated with Dr. Sun Yat Sen - the famous head of the
revolutionary party.

Even though the event casted a shadow on the reform, but the
determination was not damped. When Xu Shi Chang, one of the
delegates, was appointed as the chief of newly organized police
force, and Shao Ying, the delegate who was hurt in the explosion,
refused to take the trip, they were replaced by the Chief Political
Commissioner from Shandong - Shang Qi Heng and Major of Suentian –
Li Sheng Duo. Finally, they were set to go.
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To understand the way China behaves, it is essential to
understand the national psychology of China.

To understand the national psychology of China, it is
essential to understand the immediate past of China.
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Introduction 



At the end of twentieth century, the world witnessed China's
rise as a global power. Some alleged that the twenty-first century
would be the Chinese Century. There are many reports and books to
discuss the phenomena of China's rise. However, few realized that
barely one hundred years ago, China suffered the lowest point in
her history.

In the late nineteenth century, foreign powers dominated China.
The only reason that China escaped the fate of being a colony is
her sheer size. No foreign power would allow a single power to
colonize China or to monopolize its interest in China. Meanwhile,
no single power was large enough to colonize entire China. The talk
on the table was how to divide China, when the revolution
happened.

In 1823, US President James Monroe declared the
so-called   Monroe Doctrine. It is a policy to prevent
European powers to colonize further Latin America to damage the
American interest. The United States reserved the right to
interfere with such aggression. She issued a Doctrine at a time
when many Latin American countries were on the verge of gaining
independent from the Spanish Empire. The original intention of the
Doctrine was for Latin America. By this Doctrine, the U.S. agreed
that it would not interfere in European's existing colonies in
exchange for the U.S. interest in America. The doctrine maintained
that the New World and the Old World were to remain distinctly
separate spheres of influence.

However, by the end of the nineteenth century, when the
Eight-Nation Alliance invaded China in 1900, after the Box
Rebellion, the United States, as one of the eight powers invading
China, interfered; feeling her interest in Asia was threatened. The
Eight-Nation Alliance could not agree how to divide their recent
gains in China. Under the insistence of the United States per
Monroe Doctrine, China could  maintain her independence. It
was called the “Open Door Policy”. It literarily meant that the
door to China was open for anyone having an interest in China.
Thus, the foreign powers were free to negotiate their interest in
China without even consulting China. After Russia was defeated in
the Russo Japanese War, Russia transferred her interest in
Manchuria to Japan. When German lost the World War I, she also
transferred her interest in Shandong to Japan.

No country, even today, can withstand for long under the
conditions imposed on China during the second half of the
nineteenth century. Western powers forced China to sign a series of
unequal treaties to concede many rights. In addition to the loss of
territories and outflow of billions of taels of silver as
compensation to the lost war, China lost the control of custom
duty, opened the ports for free trade, forfeited the judiciary
rights, and worst of all, was forced to allow unrestricted
importation of opium from British India.

The population in general naturally does not have resistance to
the drugs, then or now.  Unrestricted importation of opium for
over one hundred years led to widespread drug addiction. The opium
condemned China to the worst possible punishment. The evil of drugs
created the problems down to the level of family, the very basic
fabric of the society, generated poverty, decimated the
productivity, lost the will to live, not to mention the outflow of
the money for the opium consumed. British became the biggest drug
lord the world has ever known. Opium trade became the most
profitable commodity trade, and was 20% of British revenue for over
hundred years.

The war indemnity amounted to hundred millions taels of silver
each time. The free trade essentially killed the nascent industry
in China, dampened all the hope of change for while the industrial
revolution was going on in full swing in the western world. China
was impoverished beyond imagination.

The Christianity denounced the Chinese religions as
superstition. The military invasion forced upon China the right to
build churches and the freedom to preach Christianity. It was hard
to convince Chinese that the Churches preached love. Foreigners,
churches in China enjoyed special privileges and immunities from
Chinese law. The resentment against foreigners was high.

However, China cannot blame everything on the foreign powers.
China had multiple chances to reform herself just as Japan did.
Even as early as the seventeenth century, during the reign of
Emperor KangXi, Jesuit missionary were already traveling to China.
The Jesuits brought with them the latest scientific knowledge from
Europe, and were willing to share with the Chinese. However, at the
height of Qing Dynasty, which considered itself as the center of
the world, there was little interest in learning from the West.
Some Jesuits were welcome to stay by managing to impress Qing Court
with a display of ecclesiastical finery of the western technology.
Others endured imprisonment and deportation.

During the nineteenth century, while the Europe was advancing
rapidly both economically and politically, China closed its door
and refused to accept anything foreign for the next one hundred
years.

The Opium War from 1839 to 1842 signaled a turning point in the
Chinese history. When China realized the damages done by opium and
sought to restrict illegal British opium trafficking in 1840,
British declared war on China. China was ill prepared against the
powerful British army. As a result, China lost the war. In
addition, China was forced to open the door by the signing of the
first unequal treaty in 1842.

The first encounter was detrimental because the Western Powers
realized that China was an easy prey. She was much weaker than she
appeared to be. Since then, China attracted more aggression and was
going down the hill. China lost war after the war with ever more
devastating effect. The imposed unequal treaties made the task of
recovery even more difficult.

As an added misfortune for China, the synchronization of the
dynastic cycles in the Chinese history further reinforced the
downturn. The dynastic cycle is a unique, natural cycle in the
Chinese history. In four thousand years of recorded Chinese
history, a pattern dominated and persisted. The pattern is the
dynasty cycle. History always repeats itself. In today's term,
cycle is called "bubble."

In China, dynasties come and go. The force behind it was beyond
the human control. A new dynasty always emerged out of chaos. The
chaotic period could last from a few tens of years to hundreds of
years, when China was fragmented. Constant civil wars, natural and
man-made disasters, popular revolts, killed millions, until a
strong leader emerged and unified China again.

If a dynasty did not suffer from infant mortality, it could last
for hundreds of years. Strong and capable leaders always ruled a
new dynasty. Moreover, the effort to rebuild the war-torn country
inevitably increased the wealth. The mere fact that civil wars
ceased after the unification helped to stabilize the society.
Productivity increased. Food and merchandise became abundant. In
addition, a reduced population due to the result of prolonged civil
wars shared an increased wealth. This also helped to enrich the
individuals.

Hundred years into a new dynasty, both population and
bureaucratic system swelled to a level that economic growth slowly
ground to a halt and the resources became scarce again. In
addition, not all emperors were natural talented leaders. Power
could fall into the hands of ambitious court officials or eunuchs,
who abused the power for personal gains. Corruption became rampant
and dynasty entered the downward cycle and suffered a long decline
until the day that it could not sustain itself.

In the mid-nineteenth century, Qing Dynasty was already two
hundred years old and was in the downside of its grand cycle. It
was in natural decline, with or without the foreign invasion.
However, the foreign invasion hastened its downfall.

Added to the complication, Han Chinese regarded Manchu people,
the founder of Qing Dynasty, as a foreign power. The slogan of the
revolutionaries at the time led by Dr. Sun Yat Sen was to "Expel
the Tartar and Recover China." The foreign invasion force could
even get a helping hand from Han Chinese by purchasing the military
food supply from them.

Manchu, who is an ethnic group belonging to Tungus branch of
Altaic people distantly related to Turks and Mongols, invaded China
in 1644 and founded Qing Dynasty.

After conquering China, Qing Court decreed to prohibit Han
Chinese from entering the vast pastureland of their homeland,
Manchuria. They reserved Manchuria for their eventual retreat, if
one day for some reason they had to leave China. Qing Court would
severely punish any Han Chinese breaking the law. Until Manchu
realized the ambitions of Japan and Russia, in the late nineteenth
century, she opened the gate of Great Wall in the reverse direction
to allow massive migration of Han Chinese into Manchuria. However,
it was too late. Russia had already taken half of the
Manchuria.

After the fall of Qing Dynasty, Manchu people lost their
prestige. Many of them adapted Han Chinese names and mixed
completely into Chinese. Today, even for those who claim Manchu
ancestry, very few can speak Manchu tone.

It was easy for Han Chinese to blame Manchu for the demise of
China. However, even if the Han ethnics were to have founded the
last dynasty, China would have suffered the same fate, if not
worse. Not only Manchu inherited the grand Chinese thinking as the
center of the world, all the Confucius philosophy, but also Qing
Dynasty produced better emperors than the average Chinese
dynasties. The later Qing emperors might be incapable, but they
were corrupt. There were no shortages of the Manchu nobleman
enthusiastically pushing for reform. Emperor GuangXu was the best
example. Empress CiXi, who ruled China with iron hand for almost
five decades, notoriously selfish and power hungry, was not on par
with the last Ming emperors in corruption and ineptitude.

In addition, at the height of Qing Dynasty, during the reigns of
KangXi, QianLong and YongZeng，over the period of hundred years,
Qing expanded the Chinese history to be one of the largest among
all the dynasties. It conquered Tibet, Mongol, and East of Siberia,
a part of Central Asia and Taiwan and subdued Burma, Thailand,
Laos, Vietnam and Korea into its vassal states. It was the empire
with the largest continuous landmass in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. Despite the concession of huge territory in
Siberia and Central Asia to Russia in the late nineteenth century,
and the independence of Mongolia in 1946, China today is still one
of the largest countries in the territory, thanks to the
Manchu. 

It is difficult to separate the China today from the China
yesterday. China’s fall in the nineteenth century was so
unfathomable, that in spite of thirty years of miraculous economic
growth since 1980, she is still a poor country in terms of per
capita income. Only her sheer size makes her an economic giant.
After reading this book, you might realize how difficult the task
to restore China to her previous prosperity. From my point of view,
it would need at least thirty more years.

Is China today different from China yesterday? The political
system may be different. One can argue that the essence remains the
same. The Communist China is by the name of communism only. The
Chinese communists cling to communism because it is their mandate
of heaven, their justification to hold onto their power. It is the
same mandate of heaven that dynasties justified their rules.
Nothing that communist government does today is relevant to the
communism that it preaches.

In order to contain the growing power of the new industrialists,
Communist Party decided to recruit them into the Party. The Party
can no longer represent the proletariats that it used to be. Many
communists are rich beyond imagination. Furthermore, one can trace
many of its policies back to the policies of late Qing Dynasty. For
example, the state dominated private or public companies have their
origin from the time of Li Hong Zhang. It is the business model
invented by him.

The culture played a major role in shaping the way people think.
People behave differently based on their culture background,
education, and environment in general. The unique aspect of the
environment of the upbringing of Chinese is the exposure to the
Chinese history. The uniqueness is a quality of the continuous
civilization. Chinese feel the ancient personalities two thousand
years ago much more relevant than the Westerners feel about Roman
nobles.

It does not matter whether the education is from opera or from
TV. In the old times, the touring opera groups provided much of the
history education to the mass in China. Even illiterate people can
tell you the story of famous emperors in the past. Today, TV
performs the same function. The TV programs are full of the episode
of dramatized stories from all dynasties. The intrigues of the
historical dramas fascinated people. Unconsciously, they behave
accordingly. Even Mao, the founding father of the People's
Republic, learned much of his tricks from the Chinese history books
rather than from the "Manifesto of Communism."

Is the dynasty cycle broken with the arrival of modernization?
Is the political party system free from the spell of the cycle of
the imperial political system? Is Communist China one of the
dynasties in China? It is too early to tell. After all, Qing
Dynasty survived 275 years. If Communist China can survive that
long as a dynasty, its end will not come until year 2245. If it
indeed can survive as long as the last two dynasties, it will be a
success. Otherwise, it would only be a short episode in the Chinese
history, much like the Republic of China, which never really ruled
China in her entirety in her brief
history.    

History is a sum of all the past events. However, history is
more than the accumulation of random events. Every event has its
own cause and effect. The cause and effect thread the events into a
sequence. To understand the history, it is important to understand
the sequence of cause and effect. I have written this book in the
sequences of events by their causes and effects. It is much easier
for the readers to understand why things happened the way it
happened. In addition, it will make a more enjoyable reading.
However, since many events are happening simultaneously, to follow
the sequence of events by cause and effect is different as to
follow the sequence of events by the time. 

However, history is more than just the cause and effect; random
happenings knit them closely together. For example, if the little
girl from a poor family, Laner, were not to have been selected as a
concubine, she would not be one day become the absolute ruler of
China for almost fifty years. If she were not to have been born
with the talent which allowed her to  launch a coup at the age
of twenty-six against the most powerful royal family members,
defeated them and grabbed the power, when her husband died, China
would also be different.  Without being born with the
extraordinary shrewdness, she could not have done it. Was her
talent and wit an event generated by “cause and effect”, I would
say no? This kind of random coincidences is inexplicable, and adds
another dimension to the history.

History also tells us: nothing is forever. A country or a
civilization, like a living organism, will rise, grow, decay and
die. China cannot avoid this cycle. However, China is unique in a
sense that, besides India, it is only longest-lasting, continuous
ancient civilization in the world. China achieves this feat by
recycling, cleansing, and purging herself constantly so that after
each down cycle, inevitably, she emerges stronger and richer. It is
a built-in cycle. This was possible when China was an isolated
civilization in the past. How, when China becomes a member of the
much larger world, can this cycle continue?

History also taught us: whenever there is war, massacre
inevitably followed. It is the human nature. China may blame the
massacre of Nanjing by Japanese troop during World War II. However,
less known to the world, barely ninety years before the Japanese
Massacre, in a Chinese civil war, Taiping Rebellion, the same
things happened. When the brutal killings in the battlefield
surround a man, it is difficult to keep a clear mind what is right
and what is wrong.

The stories in this book are not for your history lessons. It is
my intention to raise your interest to understand China by
narrating the stories from a few important personalities during the
epoch. These personalities are the household names in China, but
outside of China, very few people have heard about them. They were
very powerful people and held in their hands China's future. I want
to shine lights on the key events during the downfall of Chinese
empire. From the story, we can see that there was no lack of effort
to reverse the tide, but it was an impossible task until something
dramatic happened – the revolutions, not only once but twice.

I have written this book from many years of research into the
subject of matter. I do not intend to write this book as a
replacement of the history books. Rather, I want to condense the
important events in the last sixty years of the Qing Dynasty into
an interesting reading. I hope this book can provide those who are
interested in China today to understand China of her immediate
past.

The events in the book are mostly accurate to the historical
records. It will serve as an introduction to you, and allow you
further research into the subjects more interesting and easier.

However, there are events even the history does not provide a
true account. In such cases, I used the most plausible scenario in
my book. For example, Emperor GuangXu died at the age of
thirty-nine just one day before Empress Dowager CiXi died. He fell
into serious sickness one day before. Was this a coincidence? Did
he die in a nature cause or was he murdered? If he was murdered,
who murdered him? Nobody knows. Maybe someday the truth will be out
in this case.

On the day, that Empress Dowager CiXi exiled from Beijing to
escape the Eight-Nation Alliance invasion, Emperor GuangXu’s most
beloved Consort Zeng fell into a well and died. Did Empress CiXi
order to push her into the well? On the other hand, did Consort
Zhen commit suicide? Again, nobody knows and nobody will ever find
out. These are the riddles of the history.

In writing this book, the dates of events add a complication.
Because the official calendar in Qing Dynasty is the Chinese lunar
calendar, which is different from the western calendar. In
historical documents, the dates quoted for events could be using
Chinese lunar calendar or Western calendar. The documents certainly
do not explain which calendar they used. I could only compare the
sequence of the events in each case to see which calendar makes
sense. In some cases, if I could not discern the dates by the
sequence of events, I skipped the dates.

The Chinese names used in this book follow the Pinyin system,
which is a standardized and unified spelling in China today. In the
older documents, you will find the names using other spellings. If
you do research, you will have to reconcile the names. However, the
well-known names remain unchanged. For example, Hong Kong is still
called Hong Kong, not Xiang Gang, according to the Pinyin.

Lastly, I want to give credits to Wikipedia, Baidu and Google
Earth for the pictures that I used in this book..

 

 

 

 

 

   


 

 

 


Chapter 1




Yuan Shi Kai



July first, 1905, seven years after the fateful and failed coup
of imperial court by Emperor GuangXu, Yuan Shi Kai rode the train
to Beijing. Yuan was the Viceroy of Zhili province, where capital
Beijing is located, and Minister of Beiyang (North Sea) in charge
of the foreign affairs, external commercial, and defense for North
Sea region. He was a rising star and one of the most powerful men
in China.

His intent to visit the imperial court was unknown to anyone.
Carried with him was the proposal for reform. This proposal to
modernize China was also a tool for his person gain in power. It
was a big gamble on Yuan's part. He would have to sell the proposal
to the conservative court, which was against any reform. With the
proposal, Yuan also carried the hidden motivation. The proposal
could lead him to be China's ruler or to death punishment.

Yuan had known well the fate of failed coup of reform launched
by an innocent Emperor GuangXu, seven years ago. Since any reform
would threaten the political power base of the conservative gang,
headed by CiXi - the Empress Dowager, the adopted mother of the
Emperor. GuangXu, even as an Emperor, ended up in confinement in
the imperial palace for his role in supporting the reform. Other
leaders of the reform were either executed or in exile. The Emperor
himself had lost his personal freedom, not to mention his political
power. The conservative gang was firmly in charge. Ironically, Yuan
was the one who triggered the failure of the coup.

On the previous day, Yuan received an important piece of news.
His political rival in the court, Wang Wen Shao, just resigned as
the Staff of Grand Council, a position to help Emperor or Empress
to manage the daily business of the court or affairs of the nation.
The reason given was retirement. Qing Court promoted Yuan's good
friend, Xu Shi Chang, to replace Wang. Xu was also promoted to act
as the Head of Administration. His promotions opened up a great
opportunity to Yuan.

Xu's promotion, not necessary to enhance Yuan politically, but
Xu was a trusted friend. Yuan, while his ambition earned him many
undesirable reputations, was always faithful to his friends. Xu was
one of them.

He met Xu when he was eighteen years old. He had failed to pass
the provincial level of the Literature Exam to enter the higher
level of Imperial Literature Exam.

The Literature Exam was a part of the Civil Service System had
been the only way to pursue political career for ordinary people
since Han Dynasty instituted it two thousand years ago. It was an
open channel for the government to select human resources
nation-wide. With this system, any high level position in the
government except the position of emperor was attainable at least
theoretically to any qualified Chinese. In fact, the history is
full of the rag to rich stories of people from poor background to
reach the highest office in the court by taking this path.
Therefore, millions of ambitious youths dreamed and dedicated their
life to study the materials required for the exam. The provincial
Literature Exam was the first step toward the higher level Imperial
Literature Exam, in which the candidates from all over China would
compete.

Without other recourse, Yuan, after failing the exam, grouped
together his colleagues of the same fate to organize a study group.
Since he banked all the cost for the rent, books, instructors, his
colleges elected him as the head of the study group. The study
group met regularly to discuss poems, literature, political
studies, and western philosophies. Over the time, Yuan gained fame
in his hometown.

At that time, Xu was a student in a nearby county, ZhunNing. He
heard Yuan's fame and came to visit. When they met, they felt like
old time acquaintances. They talked nonstop about literature,
geography, politics, poems. Xu joined Yuan’s study group.

Since then, they became best friends. Xu always told other
people": I have met someone, who one day would do something great!"
This "someone" was Yuan. 

One day, Xu came to Yuan. He wanted to say something but
hesitated. Yuan urged Xu:”What is that you want to tell me?”

Xu hammed and hawed: "I like to borrow some money from you. I
will return it to you as soon as I can.”

“Of course,” Yuan injected," May I know what is it for?”

Xu was afraid that Yuan would be unhappy if he spoke the truth,
however, he took the courage: "I want to quit the study group and
go to Beijing and continue my advance study there.”

Yuan laughed: "This is small matter. I have the money you want.
I will support you all the way.” Xu got this wish and was relieved.
He went to Beijing and passed the public service exam. Soon he
worked in the government. Eventually, Xu made his way to achieve
the prominent position, owing to Yuan’s support.

Now, Xu was a Staff of Grand Council and was in charge of the
Administration, which was a newly formed ministry responsible for
the new bureaucratic affairs.

Yuan exclaimed; “This is the door to reform!” A political storm
was gathering in Beijing. As much as the imperial court resisted
the reform, the rising tide of events would force the change
one-way or other.


The Russo Japanese War



When Yuan traveled to Beijing, the Russo-Japanese War, which
lasted from 1904 to 1905, was ending. Two months ago, Japan had
sunk the Russian Second Pacific Fleet in the Battle of
Tsushima.

The Russo-Japanese War was a calamity for China as an innocent
bystander. Qing Court declared neutral. Although China was not
involved, the battlefields were on Chinese territory. China
suffered all the devastation of a war. The battlefields in
Manchuria bore huge loss in human life and property damages.

The loathsomeness of the fiasco of the Jiawu Sino-Japanese War
from 1894 to 1895 and the humiliation that followed by signing an
unequal treaty, for which Qing paid dearly and conceded territorial
rights including Taiwan and Liaodong peninsula,  were still
deeply ingrained. Qing Court was hoping that Russia would teach
Japan a lesson. However, the event turned out to be disappointing.
Russian troop was suffering from one defeat after another. By March
10, 1905, Japan had occupied Shenyang, the largest city in
Manchuria. Russian had causality over 90,000 soldiers. At the end
of May 1905, the entire Baltic Fleet was sunk by Japanese navy.

When the news unfolded, the world was taken by surprise. Qing
Court was in shock. Barely ten years ago, Japan had defeated the
newly and expensively equipped Beiyang Fleet. Now, it subdued army
and nave of Russian empire.  How was it possible?

Meanwhile, the defeat of Russia created chaos in Russia. People
were revolted and demanding reform. The event ignited the fire of
revolution. A wave of political and social unrest spread throughout
the entire Russia. Qing Court saw Russian imperial court as its own
mirror image. Tsar Nicholas II was forced to
set up a State Duma,
the legislative assembly, and adopt certain form of
constitution.

The outcome of the Russo Japanese war was a wakeup call for
China. There were many discussions by the political activists. It
was not only a war in the battlefield; it was a war of the
political system. A dictatorship could not compete with a
constitutional monarchy, which Japan became one by the Meiji
Restoration of 1866. Qing had lost the war to Japan ten years ago.
Now Russia also lost the war to Japan. The disturbing events of
uprising and strife in Russia could echo in China.  Something
needed to be done before it was too late. The revolutionaries led
by Dr. Sun Yat Sen were already agitating overseas. Yuan saw his
opportunity coming to fulfill his lifetime ambition.


A Proposal



 Yuan himself did not conceive the ideas of reform in the
proposal. It came from his former professor in the Huai Army, Zhang
Jian.  Zhang was a renowned scholar and a prominent
industrialist at that time. Years ago, he served General Wu Zhang
Qing in the Huai Army as executive secretary, overlapping the time
when Yuan also was in the Huai Army. Both went to Korea during the
Korean uprising. Zhang himself was interested in the study of the
political systems and had spent time in Japan to understand how the
Japanese constitutional monarchy worked.

At the time, to advocate the idea of constitutional monarchy was
dangerous. To the Qing Court, to implement such a political system
was to share the power with outsider. The reformers proposed it
during the Hundred Days' Reform, but had no chance to implement it.
Zhang dreamed of such political reform. However, he was not in the
position to push such reform. He thought Yuan could be a candidate
to make it happen. Zhang did not have the faintest idea how Yuan
would receive it. He sent a letter to Yuan.

To his surprise, Yuan responded his letter favorably. Yuan asked
Zhang to give him the proposal. A few months later, after some back
and forth discussion, Zhang incorporated some of Yuan’s ideas, the
proposal was finally ready to Yuan’s satisfaction.

Yuan took with him to Empress CiXi on that fateful day. His
proposal took CiXi by surprise. After all, Yuan was the one who
betrayed Emperor GuangXu to kill the Hundred Days Reform in 1898,
barely seven years ago. The memory of betrayal was still fresh in
many minds.

At that time, Empress CiXi was taking vacation in the Imperial
Summer Palace outside of Beijing. Many of the conservative gang was
asking CiXi to stop GuangXu’s reform. The Emperor entrusted Yuan
using his Beiyang guards to blockade CiXi's communication with
outside to buy more time for the reform. Unexpectedly, Yuan
informed CiXi about GuangXu's plot in order to gain his personal
privilege from CiXi. As a result, Empress CiXi cracked down,
aborted the reform, and prosecuted the reformers. She also put
Emperor GuangXu under house arrest. Yuan earned the reputation as
traitor and became the most despised man in China.

Yuan presented the case very carefully and skillfully, while
observing CiXi's reaction closely. He argued that the
constitutional monarchy was the only way to save the throne. 
In order to do so, China would have to learn from overseas. To
Yuan’s relief, CiXi agreed to study and issue an edict to solicit
for more inputs. When Yuan's proposal became public, it was like a
bombshell, exploded in the Forbidden City and nationwide. Zhang was
both excited and worried.

Yuan's proposal immediately attracted media attention, both in
China and overseas. It transformed Yuan instantly from a traitor to
a reformer. The chief correspondent of Thames News in Beijing, Mr.
Morrison, published the following reports: "Finally, China sees the
light of reform."," Qing Empire has a powerful reformer - Yuan Shi
Kai." Since then, Mr. Morrison followed Yuan everywhere, and became
Yuan's political advisor later, when Yuan became the first
President of the Republic of China.

Media in China also responded favorably. Many newspapers, which
had criticized Yuan as traitor, now changed tones. Especially Zhang
Jian wrote to Yuan with admiration.

However, there was only one person in the court, who looked at
Yuan with piercing eyes and suspicion. His glare made Yuan
uncomfortable and frightened. This person was Qu Hong Ji. 


 Qu Hong Ji



Qu was a Staff of Grand Council reporting to the Chief Staff of
Grand Council, Prince Qingqing. Under him, there were five Staffs
of Grand Council – Qu Hong Ji, Xu Shi Chang, Rong Qing, Tie Liang,
and Lu Zhuan Lin. Out of them, except Qu and the aged Lu, who was
too old to care about anything; others were in good terms with
Yuan. Specially, the Chief of Staff himself, Prince Qingqing, was
particularly close with Yuan. He treated Yuan as one of his family
member and discussed with Yuan any issue on hand. Qu felt isolated
in the Grand Council.

Qu was watching Yuan as he performed. Qu dared not to speak out
to expose Yuan's plot, but waited for a right opportunity. Qu's
distaste of Yuan came two years ago.

One day a couple years before, Empress Dowager summoned Yuan to
meet her in Yihe Garden Palace. Yuan came fully armed with his
personal security guards. His awe-inspiring air was shocking. His
guards holding weapons, dressing in bright yellow uniform decorated
with tiger and dragon patterns were truly an awesome scene. It was
more like a show of power rather than attending an audience with
Empress. People in the court were not used to see such a rampant
and arrogant display. Qu and Wang Wen Shao were watching the event
afar, quietly observing the disturbance. They looked at each other,
not knowing what to say. Qu and Yuan had not dealt with each other
before, but from that moment on, Qu developed a deep antipathy for
Yuan.

Qu's hometown was Zhangsha in Hunan province. He came from a
family with long history of public servant. His father saw to
himself that Qu became well educated to follow his path. In 1901,
when CiXi came back to Beijing from a yearlong exile to flee the
invasion of Eight-Nation Alliance, CiXi promoted him Qu into the
Grand Council. That year, Qu was 52 years old. During his four
years service in the Grand Council, he had no accomplishment.

Qu was determined to make the defeat of Yuan's proposal as
accomplishment. Qu knew that CiXi could not tolerate any person
trying to gain his own influence and power using the name of
reform. Qu knew well that Yuan’s reform was nothing but a disguise
for his ambition. Once uncovered, even with Yuan's influence, Qu
was sure that CiXi's wrath would contribute the downfall of Yuan.
Just like how she dealt with the Hundred Days' Reform several years
ago. Even her adopted son, Emperor GuangXu, could not escape the
punishment. Qu was so sure of it that the only thing he needed to
do is to remain quietly and strike a deadly blow when the time
came.

It turned out that the struggle between Qu and Yuan would damage
both sides and weaken the positions of Han people in the Qing
Court.


Prince Qingqing



Meanwhile, the political tide had turned. In short span of seven
years since the Hundred Days' Reform, both the world and domestic
events forced CiXi to consider some kind of reform, however
reluctantly. What CiXi did not have was a workable plan. Yuan was
not Kang You Wei and Liang Qi Chao, the leaders of
Hundred Days' Reform, either. Yuan was a polished politician with
well-connected network in the imperial courts, unlike the
idealistic scholars Kang and Liang, who had known nobody in the
court.

Over the years, Yuan's money also bought quite a few converts.
Rumor said; Yuan’s effort spared no high level officials to receive
his contributions.  Yuan used the occasion when they had major
events at home such as wedding, funeral, birthday party. Yuan used
the money to buy favors that would not be possible without
bribe.

Yuan used his network to collect vital information. He had
implanted informers at every corner in Beijing, inside and outside
of the Forbidden City. Rumors said that he even knew what CiXi was
thinking.

Qu stayed in the imperial court, while Yuan stationed away from
capital. Qu accompanied CiXi almost every day, while Yuan saw CiXi
only once a while. Yet, Yuan knew more about what was going on in
the court than Qu did. This was the power of Yuan's network. This
was the power of Yuan's information. 

From 1905 to 1911, Yuan would experience several ups and downs
in his career, and escaped several critical situations miraculously
unscathed. He was about to transform his political capital into the
most powerful man in China. He would be holding Qing Court as
hostage and mutated himself into a revolutionary like magic to
become the first President of the Republic.

Since 1900, the overseas revolutionaries, such as Dr. Sun
Yet-Sen, raised the banner to expel Manchu and restore China. It
created an invisible gap between the Manchu and Han officers in the
courts. They tried to avoid each other. However, only Yuan was the
exception. Both Manchu and Han greeted him cordially when they saw
him.

Prince Qingqing was in good mood when he saw Yuan. His eyes were
brightened and so was his baldhead. His long beard trembled when he
laughed. He must have received a sizable contribution from Yuan. He
had news to tell Yuan.

Yuan's relationship with Prince Qingqing went back two years
ago. Previously it was Yong Lu, the then Chief of Staff of Grand
Council, and Empress CiXi most trusted man, who was Yuan's primary
target for contribution. Every time, when Yuan visited Yong Lu,
Prince Qingqing complained that he only paid respect to Yong Lu and
nobody else. 

One day, the rumor from imperial court said that Yong Lu was
seriously ill. Yuan visited him. Yuan then realized that Yong Lu
often had taken sick leave for long and was not aware of many
happenings in the court. Yuan realized that Yong Lu would not fare
very long.

Yong Lu unexpectedly asked him; "Did you see Prince Qingqing
recently?" The question surprised Yuan. He replied carefully; "No…
”

Yong Lu looked at Yuan with a hint of sadness, and said; "I
don't want to keep you for long. You should go to see Prince
Qingqing."

Yuan realized that Yong Lu was giving him a lease of his
political life. He was grateful to Yong Lu and departed.

Before he went to see Prince Qingqing, he prepared a bank note
of considerable amount, and asked his first lieutenant Yang Shi Qi
to deliver it. When Prince Qingqing saw the note, he could not
believe it. Prince was full of joy but declined, "How could I
accept this?"

Yang had already prepared his speech: "Mr. Yuan told me that you
would be the next Chief of Staff of Grand Council. To be in that
position, you need to pacify the people around CiXi. This
contribution is for you to smoothen your way to the court."

A few days later, Yuan visited Prince Qingqing at home. Prince
Qingqing's son, Zai Zhen was also there. Yuan went up, holding Zai
Zhen's hands and asked him about his study, his interest like a big
brother. 

When Prince Qingqing saw it, an idea came to him and told Yuan:
"Zai Zhen is still young. He needs much coaching. Why don't you
consider him as brother to you?"

Yuan was overjoyed, but he declined": This is too much honor for
me. Zai Zhen is a member of royal family. I cannot be his
brother."

Prince Qingqing pretended to be insulted, said: "Don't be
ridicules. There are marriages between Manchu and Han, why you
cannot be brothers? If Zai Zhen has a brother like you, having
prominent positions in the government, he is the one who is
honored."

Yuan felt that it was the time to accept the offer, and smiled
modestly:" If you insist, I would be more pleased to obligate."

Prince Qingqing smiled broadly, "Zai Zhen, toast to your new
brother!" Among the toasts, the bond was sealed. Yuan gained a
faithful and powerful political ally in Beijing.

Soon after, Yong Lu died, and as expected, Prince Qingqing
assumed the position of Chief of Staff of Grand Council. Yuan never
failed to patronize Prince Qingqing since then. In every occasion,
such as Prince Qingqing and wife's birthdays, sons and daughters'
weddings, grandson's first month celebration, Yuan arranged and
paid for the ceremonies and parties, never left Prince Qingqing to
worry about any expense.

Money talked, of course, Prince Qingqing also returned favors.
Out of gratitude or out of necessity, he never failed to discuss
important issues in the Grand Council with Yuan beforehand. Through
Prince Qingqing, Yuan effectively controlled the Grand Council.


CiXi



Earlier in 1905, Yuan received a court intelligence from his
informants. It was quite unusual piece of information that even
Yuan did not know what to take of it. The information revealed that
Empress CiXi was considering a high-level political reform.

"How could that be? Is it reliable?" Yuan tended to dismiss
it.

A few days later, another piece of intelligence came. It was
more unsettling: "The Staff of Grand Council Qu Hong Ji recommended
three times to pardon Kang You Wei and to recruit him for the
reform." Kang was one of the leaders of the Hundred Days' Reform, a
fugitive currently at large.

`What was unexpected was CiXi's response. She merely expressed
displeasure and refused. To Yuan's understanding of CiXi, a
provoking suggestion such as this should enrage CiXi. However, CiXi
merely expressed displeasure. Was there something changed in CiXi?
The second news further confirmed the validity of the first
one.

Yuan's mind was spinning fast. Was this a sign that CiXi finally
accept reform? If the reform was to become the prevailing political
trend in the court, how Yuan could ride the wave and extract
benefit from it?

However, before Yuan was to take any action, he had to confirm
his suspicion to this reality. Yuan started to piece all the
evidences together. At that time, Yuan was only forty-seven years
old, but his agile reasoning allowed him to analyze the people's
mind and motivation to a great depth.

Ten years ago, when CiXi had her sixtieth birthday, every
provincial and court officer was racking his brain to come up with
gifts which would give CiXi a lasting and pleasing impression. Yuan
was no exception. He received a seemingly insignificant
intelligence from the court. One day, CiXi was staring at wall in
her quarter of the palace and contemplating. Finally, she left
without saying anything.  

When Yuan received this information, he took it seriously. An
inspiration came to Yuan. He dispatched his servants to search for
good paintings throughout the country. Finally, he selected one,
framed it, and sent to CiXi as gift. Yuan spent the least money and
yet his gift was one of those more appreciated by CiXi. Every time
when CiXi saw the painting on the wall, it reminded her of Yuan.
This was what Yuan was capable.

Now, it was the time for the big test. In retrospection, Yuan
could find traces of CiXi's acts that could piece together as an
emerging intention for reform. It all started when CiXi was still
in exile in Xian due to the Eight-Nation Alliance invasion of
Beijing. She issued several edicts publicly to solicit proposals
for reform. They attracted quite a few proposals, such as the
proposals to establish western style schools, to set up industries,
to improve the economy, to found military schools, to build roads
and railways, and many others. None of these was earthshaking. The
reform indeed made some real progress here and there, but none
changed anything fundamental.

To Yuan, CiXi never had any interest to do something good for
the country. Everything she did was to preserve the power, her
personal power, and her dynasty power. Was this time any different?
Yuan wanted to find out.

Lately, when he went to CiXi for audience, he noticed that CiXi
was getting older. Time had etched in her facial expression, in her
agility. She no longer was as sharp and acute as she once was. Her
tone was softer and her manner was more appeasing. After all, she
was seventy years old now. Suddenly, Yuan realized that her
motivation for the constitutional monarchy reform was for real.

However, Yuan figured that CiXi had an entirely different
motivation. Yuan theorized that with all that happened between her
and the Emperor GuangXu, she could not let GuangXu regain power
after she died. The only way was to set up a parliament with her
own cronies to take away the power from GuangXu. Emperor GuangXu
was only thirty-four years old. He certainly would outlive CiXi. As
an Emperor, GuangXu definitely would regain power.

Thinking about GuangXu, Yuan could not help but tremble. Yuan
knew that GuangXu would never forgive or forget Yuan's betrayal.
One day, when Yuan had an audience with CiXi, GuangXu was present.
Yuan tried to greet GuangXu, but GuangXu said sternly and coldly;
"Yuan, I know that you are thinking." Yuan avoided GuangXu's stare
of despise and hatred. Yuan then knew that the last day of CiXi
would be his last day also.

Later, Princess Der Ling, who served as CiXi's personal
assistant and translator, would write in her memoirs entitled "Two
years in the forbidden city" about Yuan as perceived by GuangXu: “I
stared at him. The traitor would not look up; He knew what kind of
damage he had caused. He was pale and looked at the ground. His
expression clearly showed that he was frightened either by me or by
his conscience."

Four years ago, when CiXi and GuangXu returned from Xian to
Beijing, CiXi asked Yuan to clean up palace for court's arrival,
while staying in a temporary palace for a few days. Again, Yuan
asked his first lieutenant Yang Shi Qi to watch closely how GuangXu
held up himself as he returned to Beijing. What Yang reported to
Yuan concerned him.

When the court officers discussed the repair of Heavenly Gate to
the Forbidden City, which was destroyed by the Eight-Nation
Alliance invasion, GuangXu said; “To me, we do not need to repair
the Gate. It will serve as a remembrance to us."

When CiXi restored the palace theater and asked to show the
first opera, GuangXu commented: "How could we enjoy the show at
this time when our country has not recovered from the invasion
yet?"

In a different occasion, when the eunuch went to collect dirty
laundry from Emperor, the eunuch found a worn vest covered with
dirt. When eunuch wanted to pick up the vest, GuangXu stopped him:
"Don't. I wore this vest all way from Xian to Beijing. It had not
been cleaned for month. I want to keep it this way for my
memory."

These tiny episodes clearly showed how GuangXu could not forget
any of the mishap. How deeply they were etched into GuangXu's mind
and heart. What happened next served as reminder that Yuan was not
the only one who felt this way. 

In the temporary palace, CiXi's room was well furnished with
purple-red sandalwood bed with stately headboard, covered with silk
quilt warm and cozy. Even Li Lian Ying's room was comfortably
furnished, Li Lian Ying was CiXi's head eunuch, GuangXu most
despised person, who played CiXi's ear by gossiping everything
about GuangXu.

Li Lian Ying had certainly played an important role in the
murder of GuangXu's most loved concubine Consort Zhen, when the
court fled the invasion of Eight-Nation Alliance in 1900. The sight
that Consort Zhen was pushed into a well and then covered by stone
plate and let die, while GuangXu watched helplessly was unbearable
to him even many years later. Everything was taken away from him,
his power, his freedom, even his beloved wife. Since then, GuangXu
had become withdrawn, and fully immersed in himself, lived the life
of a living dead.

GuangXu's quarter was barely furnished; bed with hardwood board,
thin and dirty quilts, a wooden chair, nothing much. Li Lian Ying
did something surprising. At night after CiXi retired into her
quarter, he showed up in GuangXu's room, and greeted GuangXu. Li
asked GuangXu why he was up so late at night. GuangXu laughed
sarcastically:" How could I sleep this way." Li looked around and
found that GuangXu did not even have the barely necessity to keep
warm in this cold weather. Li immediately blamed himself: “Dame me
that I did not take care of your Majesty." He left and soon came
back with warm quilt to GuangXu.

It seemed that Li was truly whole-hearted to serve GuangXu. Yuan
suspected that Li was mending his fence with GuangXu in preparation
for the eventual future when CiXi would die. The future was not too
far away.

Yuan made a test to confirm his suspicion. Hundreds of guests
attended Yuan's birthday party. Their names were like the list of
who is who in Beijing. At the end of the party, when all the guests
were gone, Yuan invited Li to stay. Now the night was deep and
everything was quiet, Yuan arranged delicacies and aged liqueur to
entertain Li. Li was not stupid. He knew Yuan wanted to ask him a
favor. He said:" I am only a servant. Why your Honor treat me so
highly?"

Yuan said, "It is nothing. I want to take this chance to give my
greetings to Empress CiXi. I heard that she does not feel well
lately. You stay with her every day. Surely you take good care of
her."

Li said; "Empress knows your kindness. She also sends regards to
you."

Suddenly, Yuan knelt down, said sincerely:" You are most loyal
to Empress. When I see you, it is like I see Empress herself."

Li was abashed, and supported Yuan with hands and raised him.
"Please don't embarrass me. You are the one Empress CiXi likes the
most. Otherwise, how could you be promoted so fast?"

Yuan said modestly, "This, of course, it was all your effort."
Li was flattered. He followed by describing Empress CiXi's
wellness.

While listening, Yuan dropped tears, "We all pray that Empress
can be well forever. Otherwise, there will be no us."

Li sighed, and said," I realized." He did not want to say
anymore and said goodbye.

The next day, CiXi received Yuan's audience, and comforted
Yuan:" You don't have to worry about your job." Yuan felt like to
cry.

This happened one year ago. After confirmation from many
aspects, Yuan had no more doubt about his theory. Yuan was looking
for a way out. Yuan spent one year to study and investigate the
parliamentary system. The more he studied, the more he was
convinced that it was an excellent plan. In the parliamentary
system, there was a cabinet. The head of the cabinet was the prime
minister. Prime minister held the effective executive power. There
was Congress and Justice branches of the government. The Emperor
effectively was a figurehead with no real power. Yuan already
assumed that he would be the prime minister and Yuan would fill the
Congress and Justice Department with his cronies. Parliamentary
system was the magic bullet.  Zhang Jian proposal came at the
right time.

It now became quite clear to Yuan that political reform was his
only chance of his survival. It had to be done quickly.  The
time was pressing.

Yuan did not want to second-guess CiXi anymore. He had realized
by now that CiXi was not against reform. She was against sharing
power with others. He not only wanted to confirm with CiXi but also
to lead CiXi down the path of reform. Yuan was convinced that if
the reform were carried according to CiXi's way, CiXi would agree.
Yuan realized that if the Parliament was not established and his
cronies were not in control of the Congress and Judiciary system
when CiXi died, his days would be numbered.

Yuan considered carefully the timing of this political reform.
He set the period to be twelve years to accomplish his goal - that
is, to implement the Constitutional Monarchy system, like the one
in Japan. If it was done too soon, CiXi might not want to
relinquish her power. If it was done too late, CiXi might die
before the system would become mature enough to prevent the
comeback of GuangXu.

Yuan believed that CiXi would be unlikely to live for twelve
more years, as she was already seventy years old. When all done,
Yuan would be the prime minister firmly in control of the Congress
and the Justice Department. In another word, he would be the
supreme ruler of China at fifty-seven years of age. GuangXu would
be nothing but a figurehead. His desire burned feverishly. He
wanted to be in control of the events rather than drifting with the
events. He wanted to coerce CiXi to do so. He wanted to set the
motion to change the course of the history. 

Now the proposal was out. Persuaded by Yuan, Zhang Zhi Dong and
Zhou Fu, two of the heavy weight officers, also endorsed the
proposal. Zhang was the Viceroy of six provinces in Southern China.
He built his reputation to the founding the heavy industry in
modern China. On the other hand, Zhou was the Viceroy of Nanyang
(South Sea), counterpart of Yuan in command of the Beiyang. Zhou
was also considered as the founding father of the Chinese military
school. Yuan included them both for increasing his impetus and as a
buffer.  

On July 5, 1905, the Empress CiXi approved his grand proposal.
As expected, the media all over China gave Yuan's reform proposal a
warm welcome. Even his critiques were silenced.

Fourteen days later, on July 16, CiXi selected Baron Zhen Ze,
Secretary of Interior Dai Hong Ci, Staff of Grand Council Xu Shi
Chang, Viceroy of Hunan Duan Fang, and on July 27, added Deputy
Minister of the Commerce Department Shao Ying, to be the high-level
government delegates to travel overseas to investigate the western
parliamentary political system. Everything was moving at a fast
pace.  It looked like the political reform was finally for
real this time.


The Terrorist Attack



September 24, 1905, a day of celebration turned into a day of
mourning due to a terrorist attack.

Everything started beautifully on that day. It was a fine autumn
day - bright sun with a smooth breeze. Five delegates for the
mission of reform investigation would depart from Beijing train
station to take the long trip overseas. This was a major event in
China. Never so many high level officers had been dispatched
overseas for such an important mission.  

The farewell crowd gathered at the station, saying goodbye to
the delegates. Amid the band music and crowd noise, suddenly, the
sound of explosion rocked the station. Smoke and debris were
everywhere. Station plunged into chaos. Crowd was shouting and
crying. People were rushing and running aimlessly. Polices rushed
to the scene and found bloody and mutilated bodies nearby the
train. One of the bodies carried an ID identifying him as Wu Yue.
Other bodies appeared to be innocent bystanders.

Among five delegates, only two - Zai Ze and Shao Ying were hurt.
However, the trip had to be cancelled. Several days later, the
police identified the dead terrorist Wu Yue as a revolutionist,
affiliated with Dr. Sun Yat Sen - the famous head of the
revolutionary party.

Even though the event casted a shadow on the reform, but the
determination was not damped. When Xu Shi Chang, one of the
delegates, was appointed as the chief of newly organized police
force, and Shao Ying, the delegate who was hurt in the explosion,
refused to take the trip, they were replaced by the Chief Political
Commissioner from Shandong - Shang Qi Heng and Major of Suentian –
Li Sheng Duo. Finally, they were set to go.
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