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Chapter 1
Introduction


“Every kind of excuse is given; but that man does not live
who can give a good excuse.”

Dwight L. Moody 1875

 

 

One of the best answers is 42. It is a question that has puzzled
the minds of every generation since the first human began to
think:

Why? What is it all about? What is our purpose? What is the
meaning of life? Is there a God?

 

And I am sure that when these questions where first pondered, it
wasn’t an answer that came first but an excuse ‘it’s not
important’, ‘I don’t want to talk about it.’ Or ‘so what?’

 

Many millions of people all over the world hide behind excuses
to try and make the God question go away. An excuse is so easy to
use. The problem with so many of the common excuses is that they
really don’t stand up to much scrutiny. As a teacher I get some of
the best convoluted and useless excuses, particularly when it comes
to homework. As a Human being I give far too many excuses when I
haven’t or don’t want to do a task. It is the same when discussing
God. Excuses are just an easy quick way out. However this means
that they are, for the most part, a flimsy house of cards. This
book is an attempt to topple those cards. So, why do people give
excuses to avoid God? Many people have different motives for
avoiding the question like lifestyle, bad experiences, laziness,
not wanting to associate with those ‘crazies’ and
inconvenience.

 

In this book, I will attempt to take away those houses of cards
with reasonable and straight forward thinking. Why? What is it
about Christians that makes them constantly want others to join
them? Imagine that you have found the cure to cancer in a plant you
studied. What would you do with this most valuable bit of
knowledge? Would you keep it a secret? Would you not tell people
who you cared about who had cancer? Of course not! You would shout
it from the rooftops and sing it in the street! You would want
everyone everywhere to know and be saved from their illness. It is
the same for Christians. Christians claim to have found the cure to
death – not just death by cancer, but death in whatever shape it
appears. They also claim completeness while they live on this
world. Therefore they want to share and shout out. That is why your
friend/relation/partner (if this book has been use as its title
suggests) wants you to have and read this book. They love you. They
would see you saved and share in their joy. Why don’t they just
talk to you? – Probably they are too frightened it will strain your
relationship or they can’t find the words to explain their joy to
you fully. (These are my reasons for writing this
book!).     

 

 I can claim no particular insight or specialism that will
help me explain away some of these excuses. However, as a Christian
and scientist, these questions are all ones with which I have
struggled and continue to struggle with. I will use logic and the
Bible where possible to try and answer these questions. We shall
use logic because it is needed to consider claims to their full and
use the Bible because if there is a God who has communicated with
us, we need to consider what it is claimed He said. In fact when
one studies the Bible, it can quickly be seen that many of the
obvious excuses are discussed and exposed.

 

I won’t go into deep academic areas as these can be a block
towards going to God as much as the excuses if one get embroiled
too deeply before trying to say ‘hi’ to their Creator. (I suggest
reading the ‘Great Divorce’ by C.S. Lewis to understand what I mean
here) This is by no means an attempt to avoid particularly sticky
questions, (although I am far from qualified to answer hard
questions) but rather this book is an attempt to get people to
believe in the possibility of God and then to attempt to
contact Him. For there is no better proof surely, then personally
experiencing Him. Indeed, once you have experienced God personally,
you will find little need for other proof.

 

The book is designed into 7 questions, each the title of a
common excuse and then into a conclusion. The conclusion explains
how I and many others believe that you can have a personal
relationship with the Creator of the Universe. It can be read at
any time during the book and stands alone from the chapters. I
encourage you to skip to it when you feel that you have had your
particular excuse exposed or are ready to explore the idea of a
Loving God who is desperate to know you. Also, in answering the
excuses I will refer to Bible passages where appropriate to help
explain a point. These are always done (unless stated with the
verse) using the Good New Bible translation – simply because it is
easy to understand and the one with which I am most
familiar. 

 However, before we go on to the excuses it is important
that you bring one thing with you. An open mind. In my definition
this is a mind that is willing to consider other points of view if
its own point of view is sufficiently challenged. Once while
running a stall at the Cheltenham Science Fair, while an
undergraduate, I came across a protestor outside the venue. He was
protesting against one of the companies represented at the show for
using vivisection (the use of animals for testing products). I
approached him and asked him about his views. He explained, while
frequently raising his banners and waving, that he believed that
other ways could be found to avoid testing products on animals and
that the companies shouldn’t murder innocent animals but try and
use these potential alternatives. I replied by saying to him
that  I agreed that hurting animals was awful, alternatives
were a great idea, but currently, they were not practical as our
understanding of how the body works was not good enough to
accurately predict how a drug would affect the body. I then
suggested to him that he go to University and study biological
science and try and come with viable alternatives to animal
testing. I was sure that companies don’t like the negative press
and would quickly come around to the alternative. He nodded,
thought this through seriously before replying “yeah it’s a good
idea, but when would I get time to wave my placards?”

 

My point is that despite how well an argument is put forward
some will not change their mind for many different motives or have
unshakable prejudices. This is not an attempt to say “All who
disagree with me a wrong!” but rather a plea that you allow for
possibility. A reasonable claim from someone reading this could be
‘it’s very well for you to say have an open mind when you lack one
yourself!’ Alas, nothing is further from the truth! I struggle
daily with my faith – and often question it. I suffer from health
anxiety which is over worrying about my own mortality on such a
regular occurrence that it can ruin ones quality of life, causing
panic attacks and terror for no obvious reason. I am a Christian
who should know there is life after death, yet struggle to believe
to the point of getting a condition! I sometimes think my mind is
too open. If you cannot have an open mind, this book cannot help
and you’re reading it will be a total waste of time. I earnestly
pray that you are not close minded!  

 

Finally, you will not be able to find definitive proof for God
or against Him however long you look. – How do I know? It is
written in The Bible:

1 Corinthians 1:21    

For God in his wisdom made it impossible for people to
know him by means of their own wisdom. Instead, by means of the
so-called "foolish" message we preach, God decided to save those
who believe.

 

I also know from personal experience looking for proof for many
years for and against the existence of God. If only I had read that
verse first it would have saved me a whole lot of time. So what is
the point of the book – just to see that God is a possibility.

Once you allow for the possibility for God – look at the
conclusion at the back. Get in contact with Him. Say hi. See what
happens.

 

Good Luck

 

God Bless

 

GO
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Chapter 2
I’m an Atheist/Agnostic leave me alone!


An Atheist is someone who does not believe in God. An Agnostic
is someone who does not believe God can be proved to exist or not
so leave the option open.

 

This is probably the number one chestnut people use when
confronted with the God question and wanting to quickly dismiss the
idea.

 

I am personally convinced that the majority of atheists and
agnostics are convenience driven. What I mean is that many people
don’t opt for this idea after having deeply studied the issues and
arrived at the atheist/agnostic conclusion, but simply have either
gone for what they perceive is the easy option for their lifestyle
(i.e. carry on as before) or have decided that the perceived common
wisdom is there is no God or knowledge of God is unknowable and
have gone along with the crowd (as I did before becoming a
Christian).

 

I am also convinced that many don’t know what they mean when
they say they are atheist or agnostic because when followed through
it allows for some particular horrors.

 

The first problem stems from the concept of right or wrong. For
example when taking a university exam, I remember being asked to
put down pens and wait for the papers to be collected. With the
surname Young I was at the back of the room. We began to chat
quietly among ourselves as we waited for the papers to be
collected. So as I waited the girl next to me said in a
conversational tone “hey that was hard – what did you put for
question 8?”I quickly looked at my paper and told her. As soon as I
had finished she picked up her pen and began writing furiously. I
sat open mouthed and 30 seconds later we had our papers collected.
What she did, from my point of view was clearly wrong. However, if
she thought it was right to cheat, then from her point of view it
was okay. This only holds true if right and wrong are
subjective. This means that my idea of right and her idea
of right are different based on our own decisions. But, which out
of us is actually correct? If right and wrong are not decided by a
higher power, then we are both correct. What I mean is that it was,
from my point of view, wrong that she cheated. From her point of
view it clearly was right to do what she had to do to pass the
exam. (Although I hasten to add that copying off me could have
proved perilous!).

 

Most people reading this story would recognise instinctively
that cheating in exams is a bad thing. But how do we come to that
conclusion? For a Christian, this is easy. God created us and
programmed into us to know the difference between right and wrong.
The problem is that we too often chose to do wrong things. The best
an atheist could suggest is that society at large values honesty
and therefore cheating is not allowed in exams. This, they would
argue, is a way to insure that the best qualifications go to the
best people and are not devalued. Unfortunately this would leave
the atheist having to say that she (the student who cheated) was
right for herself as long as she didn’t get caught.

 

The above example isn’t a massive problem – no one was hurt or
killed. What if though, the same logic was used for murder? Let’s
imagine that I wanted to be the Director of a company I worked for.
By being the Director, this would put me at a better social
advantage then the others in the company, and help me progress
successfully through life, perhaps through a better genetically
viable partner to mate with or with more wealth to support my
offspring thus guaranteeing, as far as possible, the success of my
genes. (This presumably is the point of life for an atheist).
Unfortunately, Bob, the current director is in my way. I hatch a
plot to dispose of him and take his place, becoming the director
upon his demise. Surely, as this would be of personal value to me,
it is right as far as I’m concerned, to kill Bob. If I
truly don’t believe in God, who cares who I kill to get where I
need? Another person is just a lucky collection of atoms.
Unfortunately for the particular collection called Bob they’re in
my way…     

 

The problem is that with a subjective right and wrong, my values
may be different to others and despite how awful they may be, at
least for me they are right. This is not a suggestion that atheists
are psycho killers, but it shows that this possibility has
to be open in a Godless society. Many atheists will say that most
people don’t think like this and that is why we have laws against
murder that have been collectively decided by society. But
unfortunately, claiming that general society will always rub out
the crazies among us, the same problem is encountered on a larger
scale.

 

The ‘classic’ example of this is Nazi Germany. In 1933, the
German people voted in the Nazi party with a clear majority. In
fact, their grip on the country democratically was so great, that
out of the 35 constituencies only two did not have a Nazi majority.
This allowed the Nazis to pass the Enabling Act, and changed
Germany into a dictatorship. During the course of the Third Reich,
this society decided to change a few things.

Germany decided that the mentally ill or incurable were a waste
of money on the Government – logically, without a definite right or
wrong, this statement is correct – if they got rid of the disabled
they would have more resources to use in strengthening their
country, and this would give them a competitive edge. The county
decided to follow a program of euthanasia. From 1939-45 at least
200,000 disabled men, women and children were murdered, in cold
blood, with gas, drugs or often starvation. This society had
decided that this was the right thing to do. The same logic would
be put to use for the Jews. Using the Jews for slave labour
did help the Nazi state in World War II as did selling off
the belongings of those killed in the gas Chamber. Nearly all
people reading this statement will agree that this policy is evil
and wrong with their utmost being. However, if the atheist believes
in no higher power or a defined right or wrong, they are forced to
agree that for the German people, this was right (Even if they
personally don’t agree with the policy). The German Society had
independently come to this conclusion and followed it through
believing it was right to do so. Just because an outsider doesn’t
agree, what right do they have to suggest that the German
Government is wrong?  

 

So the atheist is forced in a position that shows that clearly
society cannot always be trusted to come up with good answers or
that people personally can either. However, every atheist, indeed
every human being has a sense of right and wrong. Even the Nazi
executioners who gassed the Jews would often mentally associate the
Jews with animals, to avoid thinking of them as humans. So where
does this sense of right and wrong come from? I believe that it
comes from God. I believe that this sense of right and wrong, good
and evil points to a God that set those boundaries. So the best
proof for God that atheists and agnostics ask for is found in their
own being.    

 

But what about the Agnostics? The idea that right and wrong are
universal qualities forces the agnostic to choose. If the agnostic
accepts some higher power gave right and wrong, well he is no
longer agnostic as he just accepted some proof pointing towards a
God. If he decides that these senses of right and wrong do not come
from a higher being he is in the same mess as the
atheist.      

 

But is this issue one of a brutal history that is diminishing
into the past and it is now only right wing hooligans who think
such things? Not at all. I recently listened to radio programme
which debated sterilisation of drug users and mentally disabled
people. The panel included an Emeritus Scholar of Sociology and
Health Sciences and an Oxford Professor both of whom argued
strongly that people deemed ‘unfit’ of parenting should be
sterilised. It’s not hard to see that this is one step away from
what the Nazi’s did. (interestingly the Scholar, whose idea this
was, readily agreed that there is no absolute right or wrong to
back his idea, but than 5 minutes later said it was ‘right’ to stop
the ‘evil’ in Nazi Germany. Hypocrite?)

 

The second problem with atheism (and agnosticism) is the utter
uselessness of existence. If there is no God or after life then
despair – nothing you do on the planet will ever amount to anything
in the long run. Many people try to gain immortality by being
remembered. You may be remembered for 100 years if you are lucky.
1000 if you’re very famous. I recon nearly everyone will be
forgotten by 1 million years in the future. Anyway who cares if
you’re remembered when you die – you’ll be dead and being
remembered will mean absolutely nothing to you and hold no value.
Some might say ‘I find meaning by helping others’ Although a noble
statement, what good  is it? If you are a helpless amount of
atoms, and will disappear into nothingness, helping another
hopeless amount of atoms means precisely nothing.  I recently
heard a preacher talk about this. He said ‘Without God an honest
atheist only has to decide whether or not to commit suicide.’
Unfortunately when thought through this is the ultimate end
decision for an honest atheist.  If you want to see the
despair of not having God in the Universe visualised, I suggest
watching the Sci-fi series ‘Torchwood’. Death is described as the
‘darkness’, an existence of nothingness. This is a key plot in the
story, with the characters trying desperately to avoid ‘the
darkness’. It truly horrifies me – I can’t imagine what it does to
the person for who this is their believed reality. Again agnostics
don’t get off lightly – they could state that they are ‘neutral’ in
this debate, and therefore are just an innocent bystander who will
either cease to exist or be welcomed by a God whose possibility
they allowed for. Unfortunately for the agnostic, according to
Jesus you can’t remain neutral:

 

Matthew 12:30

"Anyone who is not for Me is really against Me; anyone
who does not help Me gather is really scattering.”

   

So ultimately by not committing, an agnostic is committing to be
with the atheists.

 

By the thinking person, atheism and agnosticism can only be met
with despair. Yet I and many other believe that there is hope open
to all. If God exists there is hope. To see if He does read the
conclusion.










Chapter 3
Science Disproves God!


When teaching science lessons the ‘God’ question is often
raised. My pupils almost always say ‘Science proves there is no
God’. This always staggers me. The pupils have researched and
looked for God as much they have researched Egyptian hieroglyphs,
yet I would not be able to get any of them to translate a tomb
inscription from the pyramids!

 

Of course, the pupils are getting their cue from the society we
live in. The perceived wisdom is that we live in an enlightened
age, when old superstitions like God are getting washed away by the
reality we discover through experimentation. This view point has
been put forward by various atheists with gusto since Darwin came
up with the theory of evolution. Unfortunately, many continue to
add fuel to the fire of this debate 150 years after Darwin’s
discovery.

 

The craziest thing is that the theists (those who believe in
God) are almost always the fuel for this fire. Having struggled
with the question of evolution as a young Christian and scientist,
I remember researching what one church in America was releasing. It
claimed that the world was indeed no older than 6000 years old and
that dinosaur fossils had been found that were only 125 years old.
That is so clearly wrong based on all the available scientific
data, that it is unmistakably ridiculous! It is easy to see how
atheists would quickly seize on this kind of rubbish and use it to
ridicule the Christian faith.

 

 

In the same way, atheists also are taking huge blind steps by
suggesting that because we have discovered the process of evolution
that this somehow makes God redundant. The process of evolution or
any other scientific theory has nothing to say about God. In fact,
all science can tell us about is nature. God works in nature but as
He created nature He must also be beyond nature. If He was totally
contained in nature, God would be required to create himself in the
process of creating the universe. This is clearly impossible. The
Factory that makes cars cannot itself be created at the same time
as the cars are. It must first exist for the cars to be made. Also
the Factory cannot take up the same space as the car it is
building; it is required to be outside of the car as well.
Therefore science can tell us how the universe works but can’t tell
us anything that is beyond it. The universe is, as far as our
science is concerned, a closed system. It is like a weather man on
TV showing that the temperature on the inside of the studio is a
cosy 20oC and using this data to suggest that the
outside temperature at your house is also 20oC. His
building is a closed system, and he cannot use that data to
describe anything of relevance outside the studio. To try is in
itself a meaningless exercise.

 

For this reason, it is a waste of time looking at scientific
arguments for or against God. This is particularly true in the
light that many, many people who are better qualified then I have
tackled this subject multiple times. If we are not going to plunge
into the depths of scientific argument for and against God, what
can we do? I suggest that a sensible and mature approach to science
can show that in fact Science and Belief do not contradict one
another. For example If I, as a Christian say, I believe as far as
the evidence allows me that evolution is the process by which God
created living things, the atheist would logically have to agree
with or a least acknowledge my position even if he didn’t like it.
Whether or not evolution is the way life got to its incredible
diversity is a moot point. As Galloway says:

‘…it seems to me that scientific knowledge does not entitle
us to deny the possibility of supernatural action within the
natural order.’

But, this does not or ever will mean that a Christian should
discount science. It means that a Christian should listen to
science with an open mind.  

Or put another way, we should not be surprised that God uses
natural things to complete His aims. He created the place, why
would he not use it to do His work? 

 

Many, (both atheist and theist) will say at this point, for
example, ‘What about the story of creation! That doesn’t have
anything about evolution?!’ there are loads of replies to this kind
of thing – some argue that the story of Genesis is written
poetically and should be understood as such, some will shout that
the order the created animals came in is just about the correct
order in the fossil record and others will say that the genesis
story is written for a stone age audience and should be appreciated
appropriately. These are all fine as far as they go, but forever
debating these problems becomes a problem by distracting from ever
getting in contact with God. In ‘The Great Divorce’ C.S.
Lewis wrote:

There have been men before now who got so interested in
proving the existence of God that they came to care nothing for God
Himself…as if the Good Lord has nothing better to do than exist!…
it is the subtlest snare.  

Ultimately (having been guilty of this as well!) theists and
atheists will endlessly argue with each other while largely neither
will achieve their aims. This makes the argument in itself
pointless.

The answer to this problem then is twofold. Firstly, be sure
that science cannot ever disprove God – it doesn’t have he scope
to. Secondly, theists need to realise that you can’t ignore
science. We must realise that science, at its core, is an attempt
to work out how the universe functions. Also we need to
recognise that faith in God is an attempt to work out why
the universe is here in the first place to function. It is like
trying to use maths to answer a French question. Both subjects are
valuable but you cannot use one to say much to the other. They can
be used a bit together; for example to work out sums in French.
However you can’t order a coffee in France with a calculator. In
the same way, faith and reason are both valuable parts of the whole
human experience and not contradictory, they just deal with
different ideas.

 

So why is there a problem in the first place? To me it seems the
problem arises when science delves into faith or when faith delves
into science. This doesn’t mean that either should ignore each
other, but rather respect what each other have to say in their own
field.

 

The ultimate proof for God will never be via science – or the
ultimate disproof. But we already knew that, remember 1 Corinthians
1:21? In the end, a man hiding behind science to avoid God is not
being honest with himself (or herself). Therefore you will always
need to take a leap of faith to find Him. That leap is explained in
the back. Why not have a go – what have you got to lose? More
importantly find out all you have to gain!










Chapter 4 If
there is a God, why is there so much suffering?


Suffering is a really hard subject, for anyone to deal with.
Suffering is a big deal, and is something we all go through. A
perfectly valid question (in my opinion the hardest in this book)
is ‘why does God allow suffering?’

 

I believe it is telling when we look at the Bible, just how much
of it is devoted to suffering. A quick search shows that the word
‘suffering’ is found 110 times in the Good News Bible in 108
verses. The Old Testament (the bit before Jesus arrived on the
scene) has an entire book dedicated to suffering. The New Testament
(the bit about Jesus and after He was killed and resurrected) is
interwoven with suffering. Indeed, without suffering, The New
Testament is useless. Jesus suffering death on the Cross is why
there are Christians. So the first step is to realise that
Christianity acknowledges suffering, it doesn’t pretend that it is
only a state of mind or that life can be lived without it. The
second step is to see that the end result of Christianity
is the end of suffering:

Revelations 21:4

He will wipe away all tears from their eyes. There will
be no more death, no more grief or crying or pain. The old things
have disappeared."

 

This is taken from the last book of the Bible which deals with
the end of the world and what is to come afterwards according to
the Christian faith. The Bible could (rightly I believe) be looked
at as ‘The great story of how mankind fell into suffering and how
God is rescuing them.’

 

So suffering isn’t just dealt with in the Bible; it is one of
the main themes that run throughout all its pages. To understand
the Biblical perspective of suffering it will be useful to look at
some of the parts that deal with the topic specifically. Suffering
starts (as far as can be seen biblically) after Adam and Eve eat
the fruit from the Tree of Knowledge. Before this time, no
suffering is mentioned in the Bible. In Genesis 3, Adam and Eve are
told they will have to work hard to live and then die after
disobeying God:

 

Genesis 3:17-19

Because of what you have done, the ground will be under
a curse. You will have to work hard all your life to make it
produce enough food for you. It will produce weeds and thorns, and
you will have to eat wild plants. You will have to work hard and
sweat to make the soil produce anything, until you go back to the
soil from which you were formed. You were made from soil, and you
will become soil again."

 

So death and suffering start after the first sin. Sin is any
action that is considered by God to be wrong. The first sin was the
disobedience of eating the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge. At the
beginning sin caused suffering to enter the world. In fact the
punishment for sin is suffering and death.

In Deuteronomy 8:2-3 God explains that suffering can be used to
teach us:

 

Remember how the LORD your God led you on this long
journey through the desert these past forty years, sending
hardships to test you, so that he might know what you intended to
do and whether you would obey his commands. He made you go hungry,
and then he gave you manna to eat, food that you and your ancestors
had never eaten before. He did this to teach you that you must not
depend on bread alone to sustain you, but on everything that the
LORD says.

 

Some may see this as overly harsh – starve and make people
wander the desert for 40 years. However look at it from God’s
perspective; He doesn’t want to lose you. If that means getting you
to trust Him through poverty, and that saves you it surely would be
worth it. In the same way a physician treating cancer will subject
the patient to incredibly painful treatments like chemotherapy in
the hope of giving that patient life, God wants you also to have
life and if the treatment is painful, so be it. This doesn’t mean
that God wants you to suffer, and one of the joys of Christian
faith is God’s healing on someone’s life. It is truly amazing to be
present when a person is healed of their suffering, be it physical
or psychological problems. Remember, God is a Loving God, and it is
my belief that He will stop suffering as soon as it is good to do
so. The testimonies of thousands of healed Christians adds credence
to this point.  

 

The book of Job is all about suffering – it tells the harrowing
story of a rich man named Job. He is shown to be almost perfect, a
good neighbour, he follows the Commandments and appears sinless. He
has his life turned upside down after Satan asks God’s permission
to test Jobs faith by taking away all he has:

Job 1:8-12

"Did you notice my servant Job?" the LORD asked. "There
is no one on earth as faithful and good as he is. He worships me
and is careful not to do anything evil."

Satan replied, "Would Job worship You if he got nothing
out of it? You have always protected him and his family and
everything he owns. You bless everything he does, and you have
given him enough cattle to fill the whole country. But now suppose
you take away everything he has—he will curse you to your face!"
"All right," the LORD said to Satan, "everything he has is in your
power, but you must not hurt Job himself." So Satan
left.

 

Job complains to God and God rebukes him by showing how little
Job knows of His plans. Job repents and God blesses him once more.
So Satan will bring suffering if he gets permission. The
interesting thing about this though is that God is in total control
the whole time. Satan needs permission to cause us suffering.
Secondly, suffering is not always caused by a man’s sins. This can
also be seen in John 9:2-3.

 

There are many other references, (particularly in the Psalms) to
do with suffering.

Indeed many of the Psalms are prayers to God to stop a
particular suffering that the author was going through. For example
Psalm 9, 10, 17, 25, 31 plus many others all has something to say
about suffering – not always comforting either.

  

In the New Testament, instead of looking at individual verses,
it is more useful to look at how the subject of suffering is the
focal point of this part of the Bible. We will use two main and
well known examples. The suffering of Jesus and the suffering of
His disciples.

 

God knows all about human suffering. The Gospels (the first 4
books of the New Testament that chronicle Jesus’ time on Earth) are
all about how God became Man and lived a blameless life, while
suffering from the same weaknesses as we do. He never sinned. After
leading a sinless life He was crucified. Imagine the suffering of a
Roman beating and than suffering a crucifixion. The Romans, like
all empires before and since were kind to those who obeyed and
utterly ruthless to those in the way. A Roman beating involved
serving soldiers, physically hard men, beating people with various
weapons to within an inch of their life. Remember this is in the
days before medicine, so surviving the actual beating could still
end up in gangrene and death.

Soon afterwards, Jesus was led off to death. He carried a heavy
wooden cross through the city up to a hill of execution called
Golgotha (meaning place of the skull). No wonder he needed help
carrying the cross the last part of the journey. The beating given
must have been truly terrible. Crucifixion is a really appalling
way to die. Your arms and legs have nails beaten through them to
attach you to the wooden cross. You are then raised up, your body
held up by the wounds in your body. Death is caused by a mixture of
exposure and suffocation. To breathe a victim needs to use their
arms and legs to raise themselves up. This would constantly pull on
the wounds. When their strength wore out or the pain became too
much, them would relax which wouldn’t allow them to breathe.
Eventually the need for air would force them instinctively to hold
themselves up again. Thus the self inflicted torture would
continue. They also had to deal with the mental anguish of knowing
that all their effort and pain were futile. Death rarely gets worse
than that. Jesus is a Man who knows what suffering is. What’s more
He did it voluntarily.

 

Nearly all the disciples of Jesus met a sticky end. In fact 9
out of the original 12 were murdered. Some were beheaded, some
crucified (on olive trees or upside down), others stabbed and
others stoned. Not only was the end of their lives brutal they
often had hard lives preaching the Gospel. Paul lists some of the
things that had happened to him:

2 Corinthians 11:24-28 

Five times I was given the thirty-nine lashes by the
Jews; three times I was whipped by the Romans; and once I was
stoned. I have been in three shipwrecks, and once I spent
twenty-four hours in the water. In my many travels I have been in
danger from floods and from robbers, in danger from my own people
and from Gentiles; there have been dangers in the cities, dangers
in the wilds, dangers on the high seas, and dangers from false
friends. There has been work and toil; often I have gone without
sleep; I have been hungry and thirsty; I have often been without
enough food, shelter, or clothing. And not to mention other things,
every day I am under the pressure of my concern for all the
churches.

 

That is suffering. This man was an apostle! Our world view says
that if God highly valued someone surely he would rich! This man
suffered greatly, but still he kept his faith.

 

So the Bible is all to do with suffering. Suffering seems to be
used to teach us, harden us and make us better. But is this why God
allows suffering? I believe that suffering exists because of the
sin of humans. Suffering is evil. The fact that suffering can be
used ultimately to get us eternal life or to teach us shows the
truth of this often quoted verse:

 

Romans 8:28

‘And we know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose.’

(King James Version)

 

So we have seen that we started suffering, God has experienced
the worst of suffering, God wants to end suffering and He promises
to end it. So why does He wait? Why not end the suffering now? The
famous verse, John 3:16 give the answer:

 

For God loved the world so much that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have
eternal life.

 

God waits, because He wants all people saved, so that they ‘may
not die but have eternal life.’ He waits for as many of us as
possible to answer. It is important to know that He won’t wait
forever.

 

 

If we suffer, we should want to end it. God promises to end
suffering. If He exists he will certainly keep His promise. To find
out more read the conclusion.










Chapter 5
Christianity Causes Wars!


For this excuse to be properly exposed we need to consider the
answers of two basic questions. Firstly, does Christianity, in
reality, cause war? Secondly, what is God’s attitude to war?

 

The answer to the first question is to look at what is being
suggested. The operative word is cause. This suggests that
the justification for why a war is fought is based somehow within
the sphere of Christianity. This is similar to saying that the
reason a football hooligan attacked an opposition supporter was the
fault of the Football Club he supports. In fact it has nothing to
do with the football club, and all to do with the hooligan. Yes,
the hooligan uses the football club as an excuse to be violent, to
justify his violence against a man he does not know. Yet would a
judge prosecute the club? Of course not! The violence has been
caused by the hooligan. His reasons are ridiculous. It is the same
in wars. All too often, Christianity or indeed any other religion
is used as a rallying cry. Wars are fought simply for gain in some
form. This could be to gain riches. It could be to gain influence
or security, territory or even freedom. These aims have nothing to
do with Christianity. So why are religions cited so often as the
reason? It is normally because they can be used to differentiate
one group from another. If a leader can show that another group is
different from them then it is easier for that leader to persuade
his followers to attack the group in question. Like in a
playground, the child who is different gets picked on. If a leader
can cause his or her people to view the enemy as different, then it
is easier for the leader to use the mob mentality of people for his
own objectives. Religion can also be used to manipulate the troops
into thinking what they are doing is right. Therefore religion gets
used lots. (It is an interesting feature of Humans that they need
to believe to be right to do something. Another proof of absolute
right and wrong, see chapter 1.)

 

So Christianity doesn’t cause wars but it can be used to
manipulate people into fighting wars. In fact when a war is fought
without religion, worse atrocities are often carried out. This can
be seen in World War II with the Germans trying to resurrect pagan
beliefs in the place of Christianity and places like Cambodia and
Russia during their Communist (and Godless) past. In the
20th Century, the apparent enlightened age where belief
apparently became a thing of the past, more people were killed then
in all the previous centuries of human history put together. This
pattern does not seem to be particularly slowing as we enter the
21st.

 

Some at this point may say ‘that is all very well, but what
about the crusades in the 12th century? They were
definitely religious wars!’ In fact I largely disagree. The
rallying cry from the Pope of the day was one that many, no doubt,
sincerely followed. However, the reality of life on a crusade was
often one of personal advancement and plunder. These are
specifically ruled out in the Gospels. We don’t have time to go
into the details here, however if someone asked a citizen of
Constantinople (now Istanbul) what they thought of the crusaders
who had just ransacked and looted their Christian city, I doubt the
response would be ‘Good Christians following the Lord’! The
crusades started with a Christian justification (although entirely
sketchy morally) which got lost as soon as they set off. Like so
many other wars, Christianity was used as a smoke screen for the
personal gain of many medieval lords and mercenaries.

 

The second problem with war is that often, during the Old
Testament time in particular, God gives instructions and allows
terrible suffering through wars. This has been used to demonstrate
that God is not a God of Love but one of retribution and
destruction.

 

I think that perhaps the answer to this problem lies in two
short ideas. Firstly, God is Just. What I mean here is that like in
a court room, sin will not go unpunished. I believe that
fundamentally God cannot have it any other way. It would be like
trying to mix water and oil – it just isn’t going to happen however
hard you try! As discussed in an earlier chapter, when sin entered
the world, death did also. As we all die, we all suffer from the
punishment for sin. In the Bible, God often judges a culture to be
so rotten, that He destroys that culture. This could happen (and
has happened) in a number of different ways. For example the fall
of Edom, a civilisation to the south of Israel was predicted in
Obadiah, a very short book of the Old Testament.

 

Obadiah 1:2-4

The LORD says to Edom, "I will make you weak; everyone
will despise you. Your pride has deceived you. Your capital is a
fortress of solid rock; your home is high in the mountains, and so
you say to yourself, 'Who can ever pull me down?'  Even though
you make your home as high as an eagle's nest, so that it seems to
be among the stars, yet I will pull you down.

 

Edom’s principle city was Petra, a city carved into the rocks of
the desert and all but impenetrable, certainly unable to be taken
by any army. Petra (and Edom) made its money by charging traders
travelling from the gulf of Arabia going north. It also had access
to the Gulf of Aqauba. Petra’s downfall occurred without bloodshed.
The trade route changed, effectively putting a stop to Petra’s
reason to be.

 

So Petra was brought down by trade changes others were brought
down by war. War is just one way to change things.

 

Secondly it is important to see that God only removes a culture
when all other avenues and possibilities of saving those people
have occurred. For example, Jonah, of whale fame, was sent to the
city of Nineveh to warn the people to change or face the
consequences. Jonah ultimately does warn the city and the people do
change their ways. God spares them.

 

An even better example of destruction being the final option is
found in Genesis:

 

Genesis 18:20-32:  Then the LORD said to Abraham,
"There are terrible accusations against Sodom and Gomorrah, and
their sin is very great. I must go down to find out whether or not
the accusations which I have heard are true." Then the two men left
and went on toward Sodom, but the LORD remained with Abraham.
Abraham approached the LORD and asked, "Are you really going to
destroy the innocent with the guilty?  If there are fifty
innocent people in the city, will you destroy the whole city? Won't
you spare it in order to save the fifty? Surely you won't kill the
innocent with the guilty. That's impossible! You can't do that. If
you did, the innocent would be punished along with the guilty. That
is impossible. The judge of all the earth has to act justly." The
LORD answered, "If I find fifty innocent people in Sodom, I will
spare the whole city for their sake.” Abraham spoke again: "Please
forgive my boldness in continuing to speak to you, Lord. I am only
a man and have no right to say anything.  But perhaps there
will be only forty-five innocent people instead of fifty. Will you
destroy the whole city because there are five too few?" The LORD
answered, "I will not destroy the city if I find forty-five
innocent people."  Abraham spoke again: "Perhaps there will be
only forty." He replied, "I will not destroy it if there are
forty.” Abraham said, "Please don't be angry, Lord, but I must
speak again. What if there are only thirty?" He said, "I will not
do it if I find thirty." Abraham said, "Please forgive my boldness
in continuing to speak to you, Lord. Suppose that only twenty are
found?" He said, "I will not destroy the city if I find twenty."
Abraham said, "Please don't be angry, Lord, and I will speak only
once more. What if only ten are found?" He said, "I will not
destroy it if there are ten."

 

Here we can see Abraham asking about the destruction of the
city. God clearly would spare it just for one innocent person. This
is the acts of a loving God, who only destroys as a last resort,
when no other option remains. This is a hard option and one that
many modern people find hard to accept. Love does not mean ‘give
someone everything they want and let them do what they want’ but
rather it is the ability to make hard decisions that are best for
the people involved. Imagine an older teenager that has completely
gone off the rails. They are doing drugs and drink, being violent
to their parents and siblings and stealing. The loving parent will
eventually reach the point where they see that the teenager is
doing more harm to themselves and the rest of the family than good.
That parent, despite how hard it is, will have to remove the
teenager from the family for the sake of the others in the
household. This doesn’t mean they don’t love them or won’t accept
them back with open arms or help them get settled outside on their
own. But a parent who sees a child spiralling out of control who
truly loves that child will make sure they go. This is a hard
decision, but for the sake of that child and the rest of the family
it is one that has to be made. Through many tears, it must be made.
This is same but on a much deeper level for God. Remember, to try
and save us He sent His Son to die for us.

 

The third idea is to show that God finds war abhorrent and looks
towards their end:

 

Micah 4:1-4 In days to come the
mountain where the Temple stands will be the highest one of all,
towering above all the hills. Many nations will come streaming to
it, and their people will say, "Let us go up the hill of the LORD,
to the Temple of Israel's God. He will teach us what he wants us to
do; we will walk in the paths he has chosen. For the LORD's
teaching comes from Jerusalem; from Zion he speaks to his people."
He will settle disputes among the nations, among the great powers
near and far. They will hammer their swords into plows and their
spears into pruning knives. Nations will never again go to war,
never prepare for battle again. Everyone will live in peace among
their own vineyards and fig trees, and no one will make them
afraid. The LORD Almighty has promised this.

 

So God has promised to end war and bring everlasting peace. If
He exists we can expect Him to keep his promises. Like suffering, I
believe war is a product of our initial sin, one that will be
remedied. Also like suffering, war is evil. And in the same way as
suffering God will use it to do the maximum good. How do we know?
He promises to in the Bible. (Reread the suffering chapter to see
what I mean here.)

 

So taking those three ideas together we see that God only
destroys as a last resort be it through war or other means that He
is Just and He looks to the end of war. This means that as we are
all sinners (we have all at sometime lied or been violent or been
greedy etc) we all deserve death. So what does God do about it?
Instead of letting the sentence be carried out, He decided to serve
the sentence instead of us. He died on the cross for our sins, and
took our place. Yes war, death and destruction are hard punishment,
but God is prepared to take our load on Himself. Read the
conclusion to find out more. 

 










Chapter 6
All religions lead to God. So why should I pick yours?


This is an excellent question – and one that people ask when
they have reached the stage where they believe that there is or
could be a God of some description. Historically of
course, people would generally adopt the religion of their
community and family, freely or not. In the modern world, all these
religions are now widely available. This means that people have
choice. With choice come problems. The obvious problem with choice
is graphically demonstrated for me in the cosmetics department of
our local supermarket. My wife spends an eternity choosing
shampoo. She spends such a long time choosing because every week,
the choice is so vast and forever changing that she has to spend
time getting to grips with what is before her (including dealing
with an impatient husband!). Although to have choice is a good
thing in itself it can be bewildering when all the products claim
to offer the best results. Obviously out of the shampoos only one
can in reality be the best and produce the best results. Only one
is in fact telling the truth. In more serious choices, some people
(understandably) decide making no choice is better than committing.
They end up being so bewildered that they move on. The less obvious
problem with choice is demonstrated by my typical response to the
hours (in reality minutes!) spent in the cosmetics
section. I will normally say something along the line of “They are
all the same, can you just pick one!!”. Having vast choice can
actually devalue the items in the eyes of the customer because the
easy option is to say “Well they all clean hair so does it really
matter which one is used?”

 

The same problems occur for people looking at God and religion
in the 21st century. Which religion is true and does it
matter which one I pick?

 

The second question needs to be answered first. All religions
claim to be the best way to God. However they all follow different
ways. Even if you could show that a religion believes in all ways
to God, Christianity is very clear. In the New Testament Jesus
says:

John 14:6

Jesus answered him, "I am the way, the truth, and the
life; no one goes to the Father except by me.

 

According to the Bible you can only get to God
through Jesus. This makes a lot of sense – Christians claim that
Jesus is God and died on the cross for the sins of
all humanity. Not just the ones who believe in
Him. So, does this mean that people of other faiths are not able to
go to heaven? All this verse says is that no one gets to the Father
except through Jesus – it does not say that you can’t get to the
Father without knowing Jesus first. I like to think C.S. Lewis got
it right at the end book of his famous Narnia Series, The Last
Battle. In the book a character, Emeth from the enemy country
of Calormen who worships Tash, finds himself in Aslan’s country
(aka Heaven). He meets Aslan. He is terrified, realising he has
worshiped a false god. Aslan replies:

[Aslan] Said “Son, thou art welcome.” But [Emeth] said
“Alas, Lord, I am no son of Thine but the servant of Tash” He
answered “Child all the service thou hast done to Tash, I account
as service done to me”

 

Emeth asks how this is,

I said also (for the truth constrained me), “Yet I have been
seeking Tash all my days.”

“Beloved”, said the Glorious One, “unless thy desire had
been for me thou wouldst not have sought so long and so
truely.”*

*There is scripture to back up this point, particularly Romans
2:13-15 among others, although I should say that this idea is
contested in some churches. 

 

So, in the allegory found in The Last Battle, shows a
non-Christian being acceptable to Christ. Does this then mean that
you can therefore choose any religion, because as long as you mean
well you are probably going to be acceptable to Jesus? Not really
I’m afraid. For example imagine two men walking through the snow.
One man has grown up in a cold climate with frequent snow while the
other is from a tropical climate. Both men are wearing trainers
that are getting soaking wet from the melt. The first man is
wearing trainers despite the fact that he knows that the best
option would be walking boots. The second man is wearing trainers
because he has never seen snow and is making the best decision
based on the information available to him. Who, out of the two is
the fool? Clearly the man who has come across snow before and has
deliberately ignored the correct response is the fool while the
other is merely doing the best he can given his circumstances. In
the same way if you deliberately know the gospel message and still
reject it, you have directly rejected Jesus. If you don’t know the
Gospel, you have not been given the option to reject it in the
first place.

 

This point could be argued continually – however if the God of
the Bible is true, He is a God of Justice. If He exists we can
trust Him to deal with all justly. So it does matter which one you
pick, and according to Jesus He is the Way the Truth and the Light.
A thinking person then has to just weight up His claims, and either
accept them as truth or reject them and Him utterly – there is no
middle ground here.

 

Now we must answer the first question. As it matters which
religion I pick, why pick Christianity? This question is a whole
book in itself, and indeed I have read whole series of books that
try to give proofs for Christianity. If a religion is true it will
stand up to scrutiny. When I say scrutiny I mean two things:


	The religion will have a firm basis in reality.

	The religion will be historically and factually accurate.



I believe, that in these two, Christianity beats others hands
down. It is important to add at this point that if you find a
religion that better affirms these ideas with proof, you have every
right to look me or any other Christian in the eye and say “leave
me alone!” because you have gone out and found us wanting. A
thinking person would go elsewhere. However, I have yet to find
anything that shows me Christianity wanting.

So, the question now is, how does Christianity stand up to these
claims?

 

Reality of Christianity

The bible is a story of real people. People in reality. It is so
obvious to see, because unlike many other Holy writings, the People
in the Bible fail and sin. They fail and sin on an often epic
scale. To me this is the key indicator of the reality of the
narrative of the text. Every human being mentioned in the Bible
with the exception of One fails at some point in their story. Adam
and Eve failed at the beginning, Abraham failed to trust God for a
son, Moses failed to control the Israelites, David failed to remain
faithful, Zachariah failed to listen, Peter failed to remain with
Jesus, Thomas failed to believe and so on. A recurring theme in the
Bible is how the nation of Israel failed over and over again. It is
the story of the human condition and includes all the nasty
details. Nothing is left out. These are real people who screw
things up. 

Another telling detail is the reactions of people in the Bible.
When the shepherd’s saw the army of God they were terrified. The
grumbling of the Israelites in the desert after being saved by God,
is so human. When Jesus was talking to Moses and Elijah, Peter
wanted to build them tents, in over excitement. The list goes on.
The reality of the narrative is tangible. Admittedly, this isn’t a
proof. However that smackering of reality adds credence to the
story line in the same way a historical drama is more believable
than a story like Star Wars.

Most people look at the first book of the Bible and say ‘There
is your fairy tale!” But let’s look at what is there. If the story
is true it is describing a time well before recorded history, a
time we know nearly nothing about. Indeed, every year the whole
area of prehistoric culture and history has to be rewritten as new
discoveries change everything. For example, when studying Human
Evolution at University, I remember the Lecturer telling us about
how the history of human evolution was being rewritten thanks to
the discovery of a new hominid species, Sahelanthropus
tchadensis. Before this time human evolution was believed to
have occurred almost exclusively in Eastern Africa, largely because
the bones had been found in that area. This discovery meant it all
had to be rewritten in a new light. How many fossils do we have of
tchadensis? One partial skull. This shows you just how
little we know if one part of a skull changes everything.
Even today the scientists argue about its relevance. This is not to
suggest that the science is wrong but rather to suggest that we
cannot assume to know anything really in any detail that happened
before 10000 years in the past as far as humans go. At the moment
we can see nothing in science that goes vastly against the Biblical
account, and even if we had a bit, the science changes so fast it
is only truth till the next year’s edition of the text book! Also
that very human feel is present in the early parts of the Bible.
Again the reactions of people are so close to reality. Murder,
disbelief, greed etc. So, the story is possibly true at
the very least – and I would argue that the truth found in and
around the story is true regardless.

 

Historical and Factual Truth

The history of the Bible has to stand up to historical and
factual truth. If on some level it isn’t true, can we trust any of
the Bible? So I have always felt that the truth of the Bible and
particularly the historical truth is a great pointer to the truth
of Christianity. We can test the Bible by its ability to foretell
the future in prophesy. If the Bible is true, then its predictions
also will be true and come true. So does the evidence stand up to
the claims? Every prophesy that has been made has come true except
those associated with the end of the world.  None have failed.
I will describe one prophesy in detail, but I suggest you get a
Bible and check out the other prophesies.

In   the Book of Ezekiel, A prophesy is given in
chapter 26. It is about the destruction of the City of Tyre. It
says that the City will be destroyed by many nations and eventually
thrown into the sea. So how does a city get thrown into the sea?
Particularly as the city was straddled across the main land and on
a small island just off the coast. In times of trouble, the
inhabitants sheltered on the island behind the walls. An excellent
defensive position. A few hundred years after Ezekiel was written,
Alexander the Great arrived in Tyre. Alexander tried for months and
got so frustrated that he ordered his soldiers to throw the city
into the sea to build a causeway out to the island. His army than
took the city and slaughtered and flattened the city. Amazingly,
the city was thrown into the sea. Its final destruction
was completed by the crusaders in the 13th century. Many
more prophesies have been answered – recently the return of Jews to
Israel in 1948. My favourite passage in the Bible is Isaiah chapter
52:13-53:12. Isaiah was written about 800 years before Jesus. I
suggest you read it, you will be amazed!

 

On top of the prophesies, archaeology often shows the biblical
account to be based in fact. Many biblical sites show exactly what
was described in the narratives so much so that many areas can be
traced with certainty, almost more so than any other area of the
world.

 

Check out the history of the area and look and see if it
contradicts the Bible. After years of searching I have yet to come
across anything that says otherwise.

 

 So, if it does matter what religion you pick at least
according to Christianity and the Bible stands up to reality and
truth or at least seems to, logically, this suggests that
Christianity should be considered and investigated. What are you
waiting for?










Chapter 7 So
what if there is a God, what do I care?!?


Put another way, what is the relevance of God? Maybe you’re in a
place where you believe in God but don’t see the point of doing
anything about it. A common excuse goes along the lines of “I don’t
believe you need to go to Church to believe in God” or “I’ll
believe when I need Him”.

The Bible deals with this a number of times specifically; we
shall look at two examples:

 

The first example shows that it isn’t enough just to believe and
do nothing about it:

 

James 2:19

Do you believe that there is only one God? Good! The
demons also believe—and tremble with fear.

Here the apostle James (clearly a fiery character!) hits the
nail on the head. It is not enough just to believe and not accept
His message. Imagine a patient having this conversation with a
doctor:

 ‘you must take this drug at once or you will die!” the
doctor says.

The man looks shocked for a moment then relaxes and replies ‘not
going to take the drug’

“But why? Don’t you believe me?” say in the doctor

“No I believe you. I’d just rather carry on as before.” Smiles
the patient.

“don’t you want to live?!” the doctor is getting hysterical.

“oh yes, I want to live! But I really don’t want to change
anything.”

 

When the patient dies would anyone be surprised or sympathetic?
It isn’t enough to believe and not accept the message. You must do
both.

 

The second example is to look at what Jesus said on the matter.
It is found in the parable of the sower. Parables are stories Jesus
used to illustrate spiritual points.

 

Matthew 13:3-9

He used parables to tell them many things. "Once there
was a man who went out to sow grain. As he scattered the seed in
the field, some of it fell along the path, and the birds came and
ate it up. Some of it fell on rocky ground, where there was little
soil. The seeds soon sprouted, because the soil wasn't deep. But
when the sun came up, it burned the young plants; and because the
roots had not grown deep enough, the plants soon dried up. Some of
the seed fell among thorn bushes, which grew up and choked the
plants. But some seeds fell in good soil, and the plants bore
grain: some had one hundred grains, others sixty, and others
thirty." And Jesus concluded, "Listen, then, if you have
ears!"

 

Jesus explains this parable further on in the same chapter:

Matthew 13:19-23

Those who hear the message about the Kingdom but do not
understand it are like the seeds that fell along the path. The Evil
One comes and snatches away what was sown in them. The seeds that
fell on rocky ground stand for those who receive the message gladly
as soon as they hear it. But it does not sink deep into them, and
they don't last long. So when trouble or persecution comes because
of the message, they give up at once. The seeds that fell among
thorn bushes stand for those who hear the message; but the worries
about this life and the love for riches choke the message, and they
don't bear fruit.  And the seeds sown in the good soil stand
for those who hear the message and understand it: they bear fruit,
some as much as one hundred, others sixty, and others
thirty."

 

So people who use this excuse could be any of the first three
types of seed. Some may be those who have heard about Jesus, but
did nothing about it. Some may be those who fell away as soon as
changes in lifestyle were required. Perhaps some are a bit of each
type. The objective for all who believe should be to be planted
into good soil, take root and grow. You won’t be able to
do that if you are not prepared to commit to what you believe.

 

The Christian journey is all about growing to know God more.
This is something that is done easiest with other Christians. For a
number of years I did not attend church very regularly, although I
considered myself a Christian. I survived the drought in
fellowship, but I did not grow very much if at all during that
time. I was definitely a seed in rocky ground during this period in
my life. Your best bet is to get into fellowship with other
Christians and that often means going to Church. Obviously for some
it is impossible to go to Church – God is big enough to provide for
their needs. However for most of us it is just an excuse to stay
away and commit or grow properly; it certainly was for me.

 

Finally, we must consider those who say they will only believe
when they need God or only commit when they feel they have to. This
line of thought is fraught with danger from the start. If you feel
like this is it clear that you are yet to accept Jesus and believe
in Him. This means you are not yet saved. The place where this
excuse falls down dangerously is that none of us know when we are
going to die or if Jesus is about to come again. It also might be
sudden, in which case you will not have time to go and seek
God.

 

Jesus warned people to be ready for the coming of the Kingdom of
Heaven.

Matthew 25:1-13

"At that time the Kingdom of heaven will be like this.
Once there were ten young women who took their oil lamps and went
out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and the
other five were wise.  The foolish ones took their lamps but
did not take any extra oil with them, while the wise ones took
containers full of oil for their lamps. The bridegroom was late in
coming, so they began to nod and fall asleep. "It was already
midnight when the cry rang out, 'Here is the bridegroom! Come and
meet him!'  The ten young women woke up and trimmed their
lamps. Then the foolish ones said to the wise ones, 'Let us have
some of your oil, because our lamps are going out.'  'No,
indeed,' the wise ones answered, 'there is not enough for you and
for us. Go to the store and buy some for yourselves.' So the
foolish ones went off to buy some oil; and while they were gone,
the bridegroom arrived. The five who were ready went in with him to
the wedding feast, and the door was closed. "Later the others
arrived. 'Sir, sir! Let us in!' they cried out. 'Certainly not! I
don't know you,' the bridegroom answered." And Jesus concluded,
"Watch out, then, because you do not know the day or the
hour.

 

The message here is clear – you have got to be ready, because He
could call you or come back at any time. Those who are waiting for
the end of life to ask for help are, according to the Bible not
only being foolish but taking a huge gamble. Don’t be one of those
locked out! So don’t wait too long to accept God’s promise, because
you have no idea how long the offer will be on the table. Read the
conclusion, get ready!










Chapter 8
But you Christians are all hypocrites! I remember when...


Many, many people have bit hurt by people who are Christians or
perhaps by Christian institutions. Understandably, these people
look at their tormentors, and associated them with Jesus and want
nothing more to do with God. Who could blame them? To be abused or
beaten or stolen from would turn anyone away. So what is the answer
– having been let down or betrayed by a Christian hasn’t God
committed the same crime by proxy?

 

Before we look at this excuse (which is certainly the most
understandable and reasonable of the lot) we must get three things
clear. God hates evil. Never, would God want any evil act to occur.
Can God use that evil act for good? Definitely but that does not or
ever will excuse the person doing the evil. If someone has done
anything to you in the name of Christ that was evil rest assured
that they have committed a major sin and will need to seek
forgiveness.

 

The second thing to make clear is that Christians are not or
ever will be infallible. To coin a phrase we screw up and hurt
people. I know I have and that I need to seek those peoples
forgiveness. When I think back I know I have been bad even after
becoming a Christian. I pray and hope that I never put anyone off
knowing Jesus in a minute of anger or stupidity. Christians are
sinners just like everyone else. We need to ask for forgiveness all
the time. I once heard on the radio someone describing a
Church:

“A church is a collection of sinners in which one of them is
called ‘Pastor’.” How very true!

 

We are no more special than anyone else except that we have
accepted a free gift of salvation from Jesus Christ. For example,
in a raffle a person may win a prize. Does that mean the prize
winner is any different or special from you? Not at all! So it is
with Christians and non-Christians.

 

The third and final thing to say is that not all people who go
to Church are Christians. Some go for the wrong reasons or have
never come to know Jesus properly. Some enjoy the power they may
gain in a community or others enjoy being seen to be righteous.
When I worked for an Anglican Priest on a GAP year, I remember him
telling me about the leader of the choir. He had approached the
leader of the choir and asked him if he wanted to take part in the
service in some form (I can’t remember the exact details) his reply
was shocking to the Anglican Priest. “Why would I want to do that?
You know I’m only here for the music!” These types of people can
often be the ones who do the hurting – I say this not
judgementally, but because if Jesus is good and therefore people
who are following Him with the Holy Spirit inside are good they
(while they follow Him) are incapable of evil. When they make the
decision to do evil they stop being a Christian.  Therefore a
Christian should most of the time be capable of Good. People who
don’t know Jesus are just as likely to do evil as any man on the
street.  

 

Finally, this is not an attempt to exonerate evil by church
goers. It hopefully shows that just because someone says they are
Christian or works for the Christian church it doesn’t mean they
are in fact followers of Christ.

 

It is also important to be able to forgive people who do evil to
you, despite how bad it is. This is an awfully hard thing to do.
For many this will only be possible with the help of God. The most
famous example of forgiving others is from a women called Corrie
Ten Boom a Dutch women who was sent to a Nazi death camp with her
family for hiding Jews. Her family were killed there, herself only
surviving because of a clerical error being release a week before
her appointment in the gas chamber. After the war she preached
around the globe about the importance of forgiveness. At one of her
talks, one of the SS guards from the concentration camps found her
and asked to shake her hand. She relates how only with God’s help
could she forgive this man and finally let her time in the
concentration camps go. Read her book ‘The Hiding Place’
for more information.

 

If God is real He is a God of Love who hopes to heal you.
Healing may or may not be instant. For Connie Ten Boom, it was only
30 years after the War that the healing process was complete. Try
praying to Him to heal you – He won’t hurt you either way. If He
exists He promises to give all good things and if He isn’t nothing
will happen.

 

So why believe if a man or woman who claims to be a Christian
has done you wrong? Well, in this book I am not suggesting you join
a Church or join in with a certain person or type of people, I’m
suggesting you come to know Jesus. Dwight L. Moody put it like
this:

Then there is another class. Some people say "I haven't any
doubt about the Word of God; but the fact is, there are some men in
the Church who are hypocrites; therefore I don't purpose to go into
the Church." I am not asking you to come into the Church - not but
what I believe in churches - but I am asking you to the marriage
supper of the Lamb; I am inviting you to this feast; we will talk
about the Church by-and-by. 

Dwight L. Moody, July 10th, 1875 at the Camberwell Hall, London,
England

 

You have been given an invitation to the table of God. Are you
going to accept it?

Indeed, lets us talk about church by-and-by the first
job is to accept God’s salvation plan. He is perfect and will not
let you down. See if this holds true. Read the conclusion to get
started.










Chapter 9
Conclusion


If your excuse is a good one, if it will stand the light of
eternity; do not give it up for anything I have said. Hold it firm,
take it to the bar of God, and tell it out to Him. But if you have
an excuse that won't stand the piercing eye of God, I beg of you,
as a friend, give it up - let your excuses go. Let them go to the
four winds of heaven, and accept of the invitation now. It is a
very easy thing for a man to excuse himself into hell, but he
cannot excuse himself out.

 

Dwight L. Moody

 

In the short space given, some major excuses against believing
in God have been exposed or at least have given you a hint, a
possibility that perhaps, maybe God exists. The ultimate point of
the question about the meaning of life is now reached. If there is
a God, can we speak to Him? Will He reply? What does this mean for
us?

 

The Gospel message, the one given by Jesus, is God’s Rescue
Plan. The first step is to realise we all sin, every day. Sin means
doing something against God’s will. When we choose to do our own
thing, or something wrong we sin. But what is the problem with
sin?

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death…
(KJV)

Everyone sins; no one is perfect. The problem with sin is that
it keeps us away from God. Luckily for us God loves us. He loves us
more then we can know. So God needed to save us. He is a just God,
and sin must be punished. To get past this God decided to send His
only Son to pay the price.

Isaiah 53:3-5 But he endured the suffering that should
have been ours, the pain that we should have borne. All the while
we thought that his suffering was punishment sent by God. But
because of our sins he was wounded, beaten because of the evil we
did. We are healed by the punishment he suffered, made whole by the
blows he received.

Jesus led a sinless life and then He died on the cross, taking
our punishment so we could be free. He freely took a punishment
that should have been ours. After three days He rose from the dead,
having defeated death. By Jesus taking our sin we are made right
with God.

So what do we have to do to accept His free gift of salvation?
How do we avoid our punishment for sin?

 

We need to access Jesus’ rescue plan:

2 Corinthians 5:21 

Christ was without sin, but for our sake God made Him
share our sin in order that in union with Him we might share the
righteousness of God.

 

 John 3:16

For God loved the world so much that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have
eternal life.

To access the rescue plan, to get in the life boat we need to do
two simple things:

 


	Accept that Jesus is the Son of God and came to die on the
cross for our sins so that we might be free of them.

	Ask for forgiveness for all our sins, regardless of what they
are or how many times they have been committed.



 

 

 

Once these two things have been done in your heart,
congratulations! You have just become born again and are now a
Christian. You can expect things to begin to change. Some people
experience huge dramatic conversions some do not. Don’t worry, we
are all equally saved.

Some may like to use this simple prayer to begin your journey
with Jesus:

 

Dear Lord,

I don’t know whether you exist or not, and I hope
you do. Please reveal yourself to me so that I may believe. Please
help me accept Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour and forgive me
for my sins. I acknowledge that Jesus is your Son and He died in my
place on the cross, taking the punishment that should have been
mine. I believe that Jesus rose from the dead and will one day come
again. Please fill me with your Holy Spirit, so that I can begin to
know you. Thank You Lord. Amen.

 

If you still feel unable to commit or pray this prayer, don’t
worry. Take the time to read the Gospels. They are much better at
explaining God’s grace then I ever could. Alternatively try going
on an Alpha course, which are designed for people asking questions
about God. Make sure you are comfortable with what you are about to
ask, because if God does exist you can be sure your life will
change dramatically! Just remember God won’t wait forever.

 

Assuming you have now asked this prayer and become a Christian,
what is the next step? Firstly, if you have been given this book by
a friend talk to them. They will be delighted! Secondly I would
advice that you find a church to attend. Jesus said that when you
first come to believe in Him you have been literally ‘Born again’.
This means spiritually you are a baby and need guidance as you
begin your journey with Jesus. It really doesn’t matter which
Church you join. Any of the major Christian churches (Catholicism,
Protestantism, Baptists, eastern orthodox etc) are great places to
attend and learn more about your faith. Also a plethora of smaller
churches, evangelical churches or Pentecostal churches are great
choices as well. Pick a Church then stick with it, at least for a
while. Make sure you let the leader know you are new to the faith.
Ask the Lord in prayer to help you find the right church for you.
One word of warning – there are some groups which claim to be
churches but are actually cults. These are groups that claim to be
followers of Jesus, yet in whole or in part reject His teachings.
These include Jehovah Witnesses and The Church of Latter Day Saints
(Mormons). This is not to say those who are in these organisations
are evil or bad people, often quite the opposite, just
misguided.

 

Read the Bible. Make sure it is a translation that you find easy
to read. My favourite is the Good News Bible, but many others like
New International Version or even the King James Version are all
great to read. Once you have become a Christian, you may well find
that you will have a huge appetite for God’s Word. Once you have
read the New Testament read the Old Testament. You will find it a
great adventure.

 

What if you sin again, once you’re a Christian? Maybe you have
lied or gossiped behind someone’s back or done something else
wrong. Don’t worry, ask for forgiveness again and know that all
Christians need to ask for forgiveness when they fail to live up to
Jesus’ standards. In fact most (myself included) find we need to
ask for forgiveness daily. This isn’t a blank check to do what you
want but God knows we are weak and He will always accept you again.
 

 

 

 

 

Finally, expect God to answer prayers. Jesus tells us He
promises to:

 

Luke 11:9-13 And so I say to you: Ask, and you will
receive; seek, and you will find; knock, and the door will be
opened to you. For those who ask will receive, and those who seek
will find, and the door will be opened to anyone who knocks. Would
any of you who are fathers give your son a snake when he asks for
fish? Or would you give him a scorpion when he asks for an egg? As
bad as you are, you know how to give good things to your children.
How much more, then, will the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit
to those who ask him!

 

 

So pray for help. Expect an answer. Let God show you how
faithful He is. Welcome to the family.

 

God Bless and Good luck!

 

 

George Orokana

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have enjoyed this book, please let me know, I love to
hear how it may have helped you. Email at front of book. If you did
enjoy it and would like to make a financial contribution, please
make a donation to one of these charities:

 

www.compassionuk.org

www.toybox.org.uk

www.kcd.org.uk









From the same author on
Feedbooks


	


The
Judgement of Mr Smith (2011)
A short Christian Story originally written for children. Mr
Smith has been bought before the celestial court and Lucifer is
determined to get he thrown away for good. Can Mr Smith's unusual
lawyer, help him avoid the pit?
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