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Preface


I have read two books by Hume entitled: “The Natural History of
Religion” and “Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion”. I was
planning to write a series entitled “Answering Atheism And
Agnosticism Series” to answer the famous atheist and agnostic
writers and thinkers. So, I have decided to start my series by
answering Hume.

Was Hume an atheist or an agnostic? It’s a controversial issue.
But I think that Hume is better described as irreligious.

This book is not an academic philosophical book. But it is an
attempt to push the reader to rethink. I’m Egyptian. In my country,
a person may change his opinions easily. But from my experience
with the western persons, I know that they don’t change their
opinions due to strong impressions. They change their opinions
after their own deep study. As waves are created in the water by
throwing a stone, I hope that this book may push the readers to
rethink about religion and Islam.
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Monotheism And Polytheism I


Hume says:

“It appears to me, that, if we consider the improvement of human
society, from rude beginnings to a state of greater perfection,
polytheism or idolatry was, and necessarily must have been, the
first and most ancient religion of mankind.”

Hume says:

“As far as writing or history reaches, mankind, in ancient
times, appear universally to have been polytheists. Shall we
assert, that, in more ancient times, before the knowledge of
letters, or the discovery of any art or science, men entertained
the principles of pure theism? That is, while they were ignorant
and barbarous, they discovered truth: But fell into error, as soon
as they acquired learning and politeness.”

Hume says:

“It seems certain, that, according to the natural progress of
human thought, the ignorant multitude must first entertain some
groveling and familiar notion of superior powers, before they
stretch their conception to that perfect Being, who bestowed order
on the whole frame of nature. We may as reasonably imagine, that
men inhabited palaces before ﻿huts and cottages, or studied
geometry before agriculture; as assert that the Deity appeared to
them a pure spirit, omniscient, omnipotent, and omnipresent, before
he was apprehended to be a powerful, though limited being, with
human passions and appetites, limbs and organs. The mind rises
gradually, from inferior to superior: By abstracting from what is
imperfect, it forms an idea of perfection: And slowly
distinguishing the nobler parts of its own frame from the grosser,
it learns to transfer only the former, much elevated and refined,
to its divinity. Nothing could disturb this natural progress of
thought, but some obvious and invincible argument, which might
immediately lead the mind into the pure principles of theism, and
make it overleap, at one bound, the vast interval which is
interposed between the human and the divine nature. But though I
allow, that the order and frame of the universe, when accurately
examined, affords such an argument; yet I can never think, that
this consideration could have an influence on mankind, when they
formed their first rude notions of religion.

The causes of such objects, as are quite familiar to us, never
strike our attention or curiosity; and however extraordinary or
surprising these objects in themselves, they are passed over, by
the raw and ignorant multitude, without much examination or
enquiry. ADAM, rising at once, in paradise, and in the full
perfection of his faculties, would naturally, as represented by
MILTON, be astonished at the glorious appearances of nature, the
heavens, the air, the earth, his own organs and members; and would
be led to ask, whence this wonderful scene arose. But a barbarous,
necessitous animal (such as a man is on the first origin of
society), pressed by such numerous wants and passions, has no
leisure to admire the regular face of nature, or make enquiries
concerning the cause of those objects, to which from his infancy he
has been gradually accustomed. On the contrary, the more regular
and uniform, that is, the more perfect nature appears, the more is
he familiarized to it, and the less inclined to scrutinize and
examine it. A monstrous birth excites his curiosity, and is deemed
a prodigy. It alarms him from its novelty; and immediately sets him
a trembling, and sacrificing, and praying. But an animal, compleat
in all its limbs and organs, is to him an ordinary spectacle, and
produces no religious opinion or affection. Ask him, whence that
animal arose; he will tell you, from the copulation of its parents.
And these, whence? From the copulation of theirs. A few removes
satisfy his curiosity, and set the objects at such a distance, that
he entirely loses sight of them. Imagine not, that he will so much
as start the question, whence the first animal; much less, whence
the whole system or united fabric of the universe arose. Or, if you
start such a question to him, expect not, that he will employ his
mind with any anxiety about a subject, so remote, so uninteresting,
and which so much exceeds the bounds of his capacity.

But farther, if men were at first led into the belief of one
Supreme Being, by reasoning from the frame of nature, they could
never possibly leave that belief, in order to embrace polytheism;
but the same principles of reason, which at first produced and
diffused over mankind, so magnificent an opinion, must be able,
with greater facility, to preserve it. The first invention and
proof of any doctrine is much more difficult than the supporting
and retaining of it.”

 

Answer:

 

Adam was a monotheist. The Holy Quran says:

“And He taught Adam the nature of all things; then He placed
them before the angels, and said: "Tell me the nature of these if
ye are right." They said: "Glory to Thee, of knowledge We have
none, save what Thou Hast taught us: In truth it is Thou Who art
perfect in knowledge and wisdom."  He said: "O Adam! Tell them
their natures." When he had told them, Allah said: "Did I not tell
you that I know the secrets of heaven and earth, and I know what ye
reveal and what ye conceal?"” 2:31-33

Adam didn’t discover the presence of the God by reason. But the
God learnt him. The Holy Quran says:

“And He taught Adam the nature of all things; then He placed
them before the angels, and said: "Tell me the nature of these if
ye are right."” 2:31

The question is: “How did polytheism appear after this
monotheism?” The answer of Islam is:

Adam was a monotheist and the next generations were monotheists.
Then five righteous and pious men appeared. Their names were: Wadd,
Suwā, Yagūth, Ya‘ūq and Nasr. When they died, the satan said to
their people: “You should make statues for these pious men to
remember them.” They made the statues for Wadd, Suwā, Yagūth, Ya‘ūq
and Nasr. When this generation died, the satan said to their sons
and grandsons: “Do you know why they made these statues. They are
deities and your fathers and grandfathers were worshiping them. You
should worship Wadd, Suwā, Yagūth, Ya‘ūq and Nasr.” And thus,
polytheism appeared for the first time.










Monotheism And Polytheism II


Hume assumes that man’s reason discovered the
presence of the God leading to the appearance of monotheism. We
-Muslims- know that the God sent prophets to their nations to
invite them to monotheism. The God is just. If the message of a
prophet didn’t reach you, you are not imposed to discover the
presence of the God by your own mind. You have your excuse and you
are not blamed for not being a monotheist.

The presence of the prophet is a necessity. Even if you
discovered the presence of the God by your own mind, how would you
know the principles and rules of the religion? If you set these
principles and rules, then it will be your own religion and not the
God’s religion.

﻿










The Necessity Of The Creator


Hume says:

“To ascribe the origin and fabric of the universe to these
imperfect beings never enters into the imagination of any
polytheist or idolater. HESIOD, whose writings, with those of
HOMER, contained the canonical system of the heavens; HESIOD, I
say, supposes gods and men to have sprung equally from the unknown
powers of nature. And throughout the whole theogony of that author,
PANDORA is the only instance of creation or a voluntary production;
and she too was formed by the gods merely from despight to
PROMETHEUS, who had furnished men with stolen fire from the
celestial regions. The ancient mythologists, indeed, seem
throughout to have rather embraced the idea of generation than that
of creation or formation; and to have thence accounted for the
origin of this universe.”

In Hume’s book:” Dialogues Concerning
Natural Religion”, Cleanthes argues that when we see a
house, we conclude that a human being built it. Similary, the
universe indicates that a Deity formed it. Philo
says:

“That all inferences, CLEANTHES, concerning fact, are founded on
experience; and that all experimental reasonings are founded on the
supposition that similar causes prove similar effects, and similar
effects similar ﻿causes; I shall not at present much dispute with
you. But observe, I entreat you, with what extreme caution all just
reasoners proceed in the transferring of experiments to similar
cases. Unless the cases be exactly similar, they repose no perfect
confidence in applying their past observation to any particular
phenomenon. Every alteration of circumstances occasions a doubt
concerning the event; and it requires new experiments to prove
certainly, that the new circumstances are of no moment or
importance. A change in bulk, situation, arrangement, age,
disposition of the air, or surrounding bodies; any of these
particulars may be attended with the most unexpected consequences:
And unless the objects be quite familiar to us, it is the highest
temerity to expect with assurance, after any of these changes, an
event similar to that which before fell under our observation. The
slow and deliberate steps of philosophers here, if any where, are
distinguished from the precipitate march of the vulgar, who,
hurried on by the smallest similitude, are incapable of all
discernment or consideration.

But can you think, CLEANTHES, that your usual phlegm and
philosophy have been preserved in so wide a step as you have taken,
when you compared to the universe houses, ships, furniture,
machines, and, from their similarity in some circumstances,
inferred a similarity in their causes? Thought, design,
intelligence, such as we discover in men and other animals, is no
more than one of the springs and principles of the universe, as
well as heat or cold, attraction or repulsion, and a hundred
others, which fall under daily observation. It is an active cause,
by which some particular parts of nature, we find, produce
alterations on other parts. But can a conclusion, with any
propriety, be transferred from parts to the whole? Does not the
great disproportion bar all comparison and inference? From
observing the growth of a hair, can we learn any thing concerning
the generation of a man? Would the manner of a leaf's blowing, even
though perfectly known, afford us any instruction concerning the
vegetation of a tree?

But, allowing that we were to take the operations of one part of
nature upon another, for the foundation of our judgement concerning
the origin of the whole, (which never can be admitted,) yet why
select so minute, so weak, so bounded a principle, as the reason
and design of animals is found to be upon this planet? What
peculiar privilege has this little agitation of the brain which we
call thought, that we must thus make it the model of the whole
universe? Our partiality in our own favour does indeed present it
on all occasions; but sound philosophy ought carefully to guard
against so natural an illusion.

So far from admitting, continued PHILO, that the operations of a
part can afford us any just conclusion concerning the origin of the
whole, I will not allow any one part to form a rule for another
part, if the latter be very remote from the former. Is there any
reasonable ground to conclude, that the inhabitants of other
planets possess thought, intelligence, reason, or any thing similar
to these faculties in men? When nature has so extremely diversified
her manner of operation in this small globe, can we imagine that
she incessantly copies herself throughout so immense a universe?
And if thought, as we may well suppose, be confined merely to this
narrow corner, and has even there so limited a sphere of action,
with what propriety can we assign it for the original cause of all
things? The narrow views of a peasant, who makes his domestic
economy the rule for the government of kingdoms, is in comparison a
pardonable sophism.

But were we ever so much assured, that a thought and reason,
resembling the human, were to be found throughout the whole
universe, and were its activity elsewhere vastly greater and more
commanding than it appears in this globe; yet I cannot see, why the
operations of a world constituted, arranged, adjusted, can with any
propriety be extended to a world which is in its embryo state, and
is advancing towards that constitution and arrangement. By
observation, we know somewhat of the economy, action, and
nourishment of a finished animal; but we must transfer with great
caution that observation to the growth of a foetus in the womb, and
still more to the formation of an animalcule in the loins of its
male parent. Nature, we find, even from our limited experience,
possesses an infinite number of springs and principles, which
incessantly discover themselves on every change of her position and
situation. And what new and unknown principles would actuate her in
so new and unknown a situation as that of the formation of a
universe, we cannot, without the utmost temerity, pretend to
determine.

A very small part of this great system, during a very short
time, is very imperfectly discovered to us; and do we thence
pronounce decisively concerning the origin of the whole?

Admirable conclusion! Stone, wood, brick, iron, brass, have not,
at this time, in this minute globe of earth, an order or
arrangement without human art and contrivance; therefore the
universe could not originally attain its order and arrangement,
without something similar to human art. But is a part of nature a
rule for another part very wide of the former? Is it a rule for the
whole? Is a very small part a rule for the universe? Is nature in
one situation, a certain rule for nature in another situation
vastly different from the former?

And can you blame me, CLEANTHES, if I here imitate the prudent
reserve of SIMONIDES, who, according to the noted story, being
asked by HIERO, What God was? desired a day to think of it, and
then two days more; and after that manner continually prolonged the
term, without ever bringing in his definition or description? Could
you even blame me, if I had answered at first, that I did not know,
and was sensible that this subject lay vastly beyond the reach of
my faculties? You might cry out sceptic and railler, as much as you
pleased: but having found, in so many other subjects much more
familiar, the imperfections and even contradictions of human
reason, I never should expect any success from its feeble
conjectures, in a subject so sublime, and so remote from the sphere
of our observation. When two species of objects have always been
observed to be conjoined together, I can infer, by custom, the
existence of one wherever I see the existence of the other; and
this I call an argument from experience. But how this argument can
have place, where the objects, as in the present case, are single,
individual, without parallel, or specific resemblance, may be
difficult to explain. And will any man tell me with a serious
countenance, that an orderly universe must arisefrom some thought
and art like the human, because we have experience of it? To
ascertain this reasoning, it were requisite that we had experience
of the origin of worlds; and it is not sufficient, surely, that we
have seen ships and cities arise from human art and contrivance…
”

In Hume’s book:” Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion”,
Philo says:

“Now, if we survey the universe, so far as it falls under our
knowledge, it bears a great resemblance to an animal or organised
body, and seems actuated with a like principle of life and motion.
A continual circulation of matter in it produces no disorder: a
continual waste in every part is incessantly repaired: the closest
sympathy is perceived throughout the entire system: and each part
or member, in performing its proper offices, operates both to its
own preservation and to that of the whole. The world, therefore, I
infer, is an animal; and the Deity is the SOUL of the world,
actuating it, and actuated by it.”

 

Answer:

 

Matter may change from one form to another form, but matter
doesn't come from nothing. Atheists say that there was a kind of
original matter at the beginning of the universe. I will ask
atheists some questions:

1- Can you create matter from nothing? Go to the laboratory and
prove it. All you can do is to change matter from one form to
another.

2- What is the origin of this original matter?

You -atheists- will say that this original matter just existed
and you will say your common comment: "Why do you believe that the
God just existed and you don't believe that this original matter
just existed?"

My answer is simple and clear:

Matter can't come from nothing. So this original matter can't
come from nothing because this is against all the rules of matter.
But the God is supernatural. So, we can't apply the rules of matter
to the God. So, if we say that the original matter just existed, it
is against the rules of matter because matter can't come from
nothing. But if we say that the God just exists, we are not in
clash with the rules of matter because the God is metaphysical.

N.B.

Atheist: If creating matter from nothing is so
impossible, how did God do it?

Wael: Matter itself is the evidence that there
is a Creator. Matter can't come from nothing. It can convert from
one form to another from. To prove that there is no Creator, go to
the laboratory and create matter from nothing. The presence of
matter itself is an evidence that there is a metaphysical Creator
who can create from nothing. We didn't see matter creating itself
from nothing. So matter is not the creator of itself. Man can't go
to the laboratory and create matter from nothing. So man is not the
creator of matter. Where did matter come from? There must be a
metaphysical Creator who can create from nothing.










Violence And Intolerance


Hume says:

“The tolerating spirit of idolaters, both in ancient and modern
times, is very obvious to any one, who is the least conversant in
the writings of historians or travellers. When the oracle of DELPHI
was asked, what rites or worship was most acceptable to the gods?
Those which are legally established in each city, replied the
oracle. Even priests, in those ages, could, it seems, allow
salvation to those of a different communion. The ROMANS commonly
adopted the gods of the conquered people; and never disputed the
attributes of those local and national deities, in whose
territories they resided. The religious wars and persecutions of
the EGYPTIAN idolaters are indeed an exception to this rule; but
are accounted for by ancient authors from reasons singular and
remarkable. Different species of animals were the deities of the
different sects among the EGYPTIANS; and the deities being in
continual war, engaged their votaries in the same contention. The
worshippers of dogs could not long remain in peace with the adorers
of cats or wolves. But where that reason took not place, the
EGYPTIAN superstition was not so incompatible as is commonly
imagined; since we learn from HERODOTUS, that very large
contributions were given by AMASIS towards rebuilding the temple of
DELPHI.

The intolerance of almost all religions, which have maintained
the unity of God, is as remarkable as the contrary principle of
polytheists. The implacable narrow spirit of the JEWS is well
known. MAHOMETANISM set out with still more bloody principles; and
even to this day, deals out damnation, though not fire and faggot,
to all other sects. And if, among CHRISTIANS, the ENGLISH and DUTCH
have embraced the principles of toleration, this singularity has
proceeded from the steady resolution of the civil magistrate, in
opposition to the continued efforts of priests and bigots.”

 

Answer:

 

The Holy Quran says:

“Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stands out clear
from Error: whoever rejects Taghut (evil) and believes in Allah
hath grasped the most trustworthy hand-hold, that never breaks. And
Allah heareth and knoweth all things. Allah is the Protector of
those who have faith: from the depths of darkness He will lead them
forth into light. Of those who reject faith the patrons are the
Taghut (evil) ones: from light they will lead them forth into the
depths of darkness. They will be companions of the Fire, to dwell
therein (for ever).”

﻿

The Holy Quran says:

“Allah forbids you not, with regard to those who fight you not
for (your) Faith nor drive you out of your homes, from dealing
kindly and justly with them: for Allah loveth those who are just.
Allah only forbids you, with regard to those who fight you for
(your) Faith, and drive you out of your homes, and support (others)
in driving you out, from turning to them (for friendship and
protection). It is such as turn to them (in these circumstances),
that do wrong” 

 

Questions And Answers About
Islam

 

This is an imagined discussion between a Muslim and an atheist.
I try here to be honest. I will not say the classical words which
we used to hear. I want to say that this article is my personal
point of view. You have the right to agree or disagree with me.

Atheist: Islam has spread by the sword.

Muslim: This is not true. Islam has spread in
many countries in Asia and Africa without any military action. The
Islamic civilization is a fact that cannot be denied. Ask Europe
about the Islamic civilization in Spain and the darkness of Europe.
Islam is not a barbaric religion. But Islam is the true religion.
The Islamic civilization used the military actions for defense and
for attacking some enemies. But the Muslims did not enforce anyone
to convert to Islam. The Muslims treated non-Muslims justly. They
wanted to convince them not to enforce them to convert to
Islam.

Atheist: Islam is the religion of
terrorism.

Muslim: Islam does not allow us to kill women,
children or very old men. Even in the war, Islam does not allow us
to kill non-fighters. But there is a famous rule that every action
has a reaction. What happened in America in September was a
reaction against the American support for Israel which occupies our
land and what was happening in Iraq. What happened in Spain and
Britain was a reaction against occupying Iraq which was based on a
group of lies. Justice is the solution. But unjust actions will
always lead to violent reactions.

Atheist: What do you say about Palestine?

Muslim: Palestine is occupied and we have the
right to defend our land and ourselves.

Atheist: What about Iraq?

Muslim: There is a kind of chaos in Iraq. The
American occupation is responsible for this chaos.

﻿










Monotheism And Polytheism With Regard To
Courage Or Abasement


Hume says:

“Where the deity is represented as infinitely superior to
mankind, this belief, though altogether just, is apt, when joined
with superstitious terrors, to sink the human mind into the lowest
submission and abasement, and to represent the monkish virtues of
mortification, penance, humility, and passive suffering, as the
only qualities which are acceptable to him. But where the gods are
conceived to be only a little superior to mankind, and to have
been, many of them, advanced from that inferior rank, we are more
at our ease, in our addresses to them, and may even, without
profaneness, aspire sometimes to a rivalship and emulation of them.
Hence activity, spirit, courage, magnanimity, love of liberty, and
all the virtues which aggrandize a people.

The heroes in paganism correspond exactly to the saints in
popery and holy dervises in MAHOMETANISM. The place of HERCULES,
THESEUS, HECTOR, ROMULUS, is now supplied by DOMINIC, FRANCIS,
ANTHONY, and BENEDICT. Instead of the destruction of monsters, the
subduing of tyrants, the defence of our native country; whippings
and fastings, cowardice and humility, abject submission and slavish
obedience, are become the means of obtaining celestial honours
among mankind.”

 

Answer:

 

Islam converted the scattered Arab tribes to the leaders of
civilization for many centuries. The Muslims defeated the Persian
and Byzantine Empires and they built a new civilization in Iraq,
Iran, Syria, Egypt, Spain………etc. The Islamic Civilization was a
fact in Spain, Iraq…………etc, while Europe was living in the age of
darkness. The Islamic Civilization was not a materialistic
civilization only, but it was a spiritual and materialistic
civilization at the same time. The disadvantages of the monk’s
style are very obvious. And the disadvantages of the materialistic
civilization that has no spiritual basis can be proved. The Islamic
civilization that had both spiritual and materialistic basis stands
as the best choice.










Religion, Paganism And Absurdity


Hume says:

“one may safely affirm, that all popular theology, especially
the scholastic, has a kind of appetite for absurdity and
contradiction.”

Hume says:

“If we examine, without prejudice, the ancient heathen
mythology, as contained in the poets, we shall not discover in it
any such monstrous absurdity, as we may at first be apt to
apprehend.”

 

Answer:

 

All the pagan religions are absurd and nonsense. Some pagans
worshiped the sun, the moon and the stars. We –human beings- landed
on the moon and walked with our shoes on the moon. Can the poor
human beings walk with their shoes on the god? Others worshiped the
fire. I can –and any human being can- put out the fire with some
water. Can the god be so weak that some water ends his life.
Hume  is very proud of the Greek and Roman gods and goddesses.
I invite you to read what Hume –himself-
wrote:

“PLATO introduces SOCRATES affirming, that the accusation of
impiety raised against him was owing entirely ﻿to his rejecting
such fables, as those of SATURN's castrating his father URANUS, and
JUPITER's dethroning SATURN.”

Hume says:

“When TIMOTHEUS, the poet, recited a hymn to DIANA, in which he
enumerated, with the greatest eulogies, all the actions and
attributes of that cruel, capricious goddess: May your daughter,
said one present, become such as the deity whom you celebrate.”










Corruption Of Christianity And
Judaism


Hume says:

“the corruption of the best things begets the worst”

 

Comment:

 

I agree with Hume about this quotation. We –Muslims- believe
Moses and the Christ –may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon
them- are the prophets of the God. They invited their followers to
follow Muhammad –may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him-
when he appears. But some of their followers have changed the
Bible. My third book: “Answering Christianity And Judaism”
discusses this issue. You can discover how corruption of the best
things begets the worst by reading this sample:

 

Question Number 1:

 

The Old Testament says:

“And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made;
and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had
made.” Genesis 2:2

Does the God feel tired? Does the God need rest? Does Islam
agree with the Old Testament?

﻿

Answer:

 

The Holy Quran says:

“And We have indeed created the heavens and the earth, and all
what is between them, in six days; and fatigue did not even
approach Us.” 50:38

A god that feels tired and needs rest is a normal human being
rather than a God. I’m sure that Genesis 2:2 is not from the
original Bible. It is from the changed Bible. The God never feels
tired. The God never needs rest. The Holy Quran
says:

“Allah! There is no god but He,-the Living, the Self-subsisting,
Eternal. No slumber can seize Him nor sleep. His are all things in
the heavens and on earth. Who is there can intercede in His
presence except as He permitteth? He knoweth what (appeareth to His
creatures as) before or after or behind them. Nor shall they
compass aught of His knowledge except as He willeth. His Throne
doth extend over the heavens and the earth, and He feeleth no
fatigue in guarding and preserving them for He is the Most High,
the Supreme (in glory).” 2:255

 

Question Number 2:

 

The Old Testament
says: 

“And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of
the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Genesis
2:16-17

But Adam didn’t die. Why? Does Islam agree with the Old
Testament?

 

Answer:

 

The Holy Quran says:

“And We said, "O Adam! You and your wife dwell in this Garden,
and eat freely from it wherever you please - but do not approach
this tree for you will become of those who transgress.”
2:35

The God didn’t tell Adam that he would die if he ate from the
tree. I can say that Genesis 2:16-17 are not from the original
Bible, but they are from the changed Bible.

Many Christians believe that Genesis 2:16-17 indicate that the
sin of Adam must be punished by death. Since Adam was not punished
by death, the Christ was crucified. We –Muslims- believe that the
Christ was not crucified. Adam’s repentance was accepted.
The Holy Quran says:

“Then Adam learnt from his Lord certain words (of revelation),
therefore Allah accepted his repentance; indeed He only is the Most
Acceptor of Repentance, the Most Merciful.”
2:37

 

Question Number 3:

 

The Old Testament says:

“This [is] the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that
God created man, in the likeness of God made he him;”
Genesis 5:1

The Old Testament says:

“for in the image of God made he man. ” Genesis
9:6

So, the Old Testament says that man is like the God. Is it true?
Does Islam agree with the Old Testament?

 

Answer:

 

The Holy Quran says:

“there is nothing whatever like unto Him, and He (the God) is
the One that hears and sees (all things).”
42:11

So, the Holy Quran is very clear. Man is not like the God. No
creature is like the God. Let’s discuss the issue:

Man’s abilities are limited. The field on man’s vision is
limited. The field of man’s hearing is limited. Man needs to eat.
Man needs to urinate. Man needs to empty his bowels. Man needs to
sleep. Man feels tired. Man needs to rest.

But the God hears all the sounds and voices at the same time.
The God sees all the creatures at the same time. The God knows
everything. The God doesn’t eat nor drink. The God doesn’t feel
tired. The God doesn’t need rest. The God doesn’t sleep.
The Holy Quran says:

“there is nothing whatever like unto Him, and He (the God) is
the One that hears and sees (all things).”
42:11

Many Christians feel happy when they read Genesis 5:1 and
Genesis 9:6 because they say that man is like the God. So, it isn’t
strange to say that the Christ is the son of the God or the God
himself. After all, Genesis 5:1 and Genesis 9:6 say that man is
like the God. I intend to discuss this major issue in a separate
detailed question. But I have proved that Genesis 5:1 and Genesis
9:6 are not from the original Bible. They are from the changed
Bible because man can never be like the God. To Christians I
say:  “Can the God urinate and empty his bowels? Can the God
eat and drink? Can the God sleep?” Their answer will be illogical.
But we –Muslims- believe that the Christ is the prophet of the God.
All the prophets are human beings –with all the meanings of the
word-. But they differ from us in that they never commit sins and
that they have received revelation.

 

Question Number 4:

 

The Old Testament says:

“And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where
[art] thou?  And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and
I was afraid, because I [was] naked; and I hid myself.  And he
said, Who told thee that thou [wast] naked? Hast thou eaten of the
tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?”
Genesis 3:9-11

In the Old Testament, the God doesn’t know many things. He asks
Adam” Where [art] thou?  ” He doesn’t know that Adam has eaten
from the tree. He asks Adam:” Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof
I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” A god that doesn’t
know many things is a normal human being rather than a God. Does
Islam agree with the Old Testament?

 

Answer:

 

I am sure that Genesis 3:9-11 are not from the original Bible.
They are from the changed Bible because the God Knows everything.
The Holy Quran says: 

“Know they not that Allah doth know their secret (thoughts) and
their secret counsels, and that Allah knoweth well all things
unseen?” 9:78

The Holy Quran says: “And Allah doth know what
ye conceal, and what ye reveal.” 16:19

The Holy Quran says:”Say: "Whether ye hide what
is in your hearts or reveal it, Allah knows it all: He knows what
is in the heavens, and what is on earth. And Allah has power over
all things.” 3:29

 

Question Number 5:

 

The Old Testament says:

“And Noah began [to be] an husbandman, and he planted a
vineyard: And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was
uncovered within his tent. And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the
nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without. And
Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid [it] upon both their
shoulders, and went backward, and covered the nakedness of their
father; and their faces [were] backward, and they saw not their
father’s nakedness.  And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew
what his younger son had done unto him.  And he said, Cursed
[be] Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his
brethren.  And he said, Blessed [be] the LORD God of Shem; and
Canaan shall be his servant. God shall enlarge Japheth, and he
shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.”
Genesis 9:20-27

Thus, Noah was drunk and naked. Does Islam agree with the Old
Testament?

 

Answer:

 

According to the Old Testament, Noah was drunk and naked. We
–Muslims- believe that Noah is too great to be drunk and naked. I
am sure that Genesis 9:20-27 are not from the original Bible. They
are from the changed Bible. I invite you to read what the
Holy Quran says about Noah –may the blessings and peace of Allah be
upon him- :

“We sent Noah To his People (With the Command): "Do thou warn
thy People Before there comes to them A grievous Penalty.” He said:
"O my People! I am to you A Warner, clear and open: That ye should
worship God, fear Him, And obey me: So He may forgive you Your sins
and give you Respite for a stated Term: For when the Term given By
God is accomplished, It cannot be put forward: If ye only knew."
He, said: "O my Lord! I have called to my People Night and day: But
my call only Increases (their) flight (From the Right). And every
time I have Called to them, that Thou Mightest forgive them, They
have (only) thrust Their fingers into their ears, Covered
themselves up with Their garments, grown obstinate, And given
themselves up To arrogance. So I have called to them Aloud; Further
I have spoken To them in public And secretly in private, Saying,
"Ask forgiveness From your Lord; For He is Oft-Forgiving;  He
will send rain To you in abundance; Give you increase In wealth and
sons; And bestow on you Gardens and bestow on you Rivers (of
flowing water) What is the matter With you, that ye Place not your
hope For kindness and long-suffering In God,— Seeing that it is He
That has created you In diverse stages? See ye not How God has
created The seven heavens One above another, And made the moon A
light in their midst, And made the sun As a (Glorious) Lamp? And
God has produced You from the earth, Growing (gradually), And in
the End He will return you Into the (earth), And raise you forth
(Again at the Resurrection)? And God has made The earth for you As
a carpet (spread out), That ye may go about Therein, in spacious
roads." Noah said: "O my Lord! They have disobeyed me,  But
they follow (men) Whose wealth and children Give them no Increase
But only Loss. And they have devised A tremendous Plot. And they
have said (To each other), Abandon not your gods:Abandon neither
Wadd Nor Suwā‘, neither Yagūth nor Ya‘ūq, Nor Nasr’;— They have
already Misled many; and Grant Thou no increase To the wrong-doers
but in Straying (from their mark)." Because of their sins They were
drowned (In the flood), And were made to enter The Fire (of
Punishment): And they found In lieu of God None to help them. And
Noah said: "O my Lord! Leave not Of the Unbelievers, A single one
on earth! For, if Thou dost leave (Any of) them, they will But
mislead Thy devotees, And they will breed none But wicked
ungrateful ones. O my Lord! Forgive me, My parents, all who Enter
my house in Faith, And (all) believing men And believing women: And
to the wrong-doers Grant Thou no increase But in Perdition!"
71:1-28

 

Question Number 6:

 

The Old Testament says:

“And the whole earth was of one language, and of one
speech.  And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east,
that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt
there.  And they said one to another, Go to, let us make
brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and
slime had they for morter.  And they said, Go to, let us build
us a city and a tower, whose top [may reach] unto heaven; and let
us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the
whole earth.  And the LORD came down to see the city and the
tower, which the children of men builded.  And the LORD said,
Behold, the people [is] one, and they have all one language; and
this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from
them, which they have imagined to do.  Go to, let us go down,
and there confound their language, that they may not understandone
another’s speech.  So the LORD scattered them abroad from
thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build
the city. Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the
LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from
thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the
earth.” Genesis 11:1-9

Thus, according to the Old Testament, the God was afraid of
man’s power. Does Islam agree with the Old Testament?

 

Answer:

 

I’m sure that Genesis 11:1-9 are not from the original Bible.
They are from the changed Bible. There is no ratio between the
God’s power and man’s power. Describing the Day Of Judgment,
the Holy Quran says:

“No just estimate have they made of Allah, such as is due to
Him: On the Day of Judgment the whole of the earth will be but His
handful, and the heavens will be rolled up in His right hand: Glory
to Him! High is He above the Partners they attribute to Him!”
39:67

To those who think that there is a ratio between the God’s power
and man’s power, the Holy Quran says:

“Hast thou not Turned thy vision to one who disputed with
Abraham About his Lord, because Allah had granted him power?
Abraham said: "My Lord is He Who Giveth life and death." He said:
"I give life and death". Said Abraham: "But it is Allah that
causeth the sun to rise from the east: Do thou then cause him to
rise from the West." Thus was he confounded who (in arrogance)
rejected faith. Nor doth Allah Give guidance to a people unjust.”
2:258

 

 Question Number 7:

 

The Old Testament says:

“And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his
two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he
dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters.  And the firstborn
said unto the younger, Our father [is] old, and [there is] not a
man in the earth to come in unto us after the manner of all the
earth: Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie
with him, that we may preserve seed of our father. And they made
their father drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and
lay with her father; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor
when she arose.  And it came to pass on the morrow, that the
firstborn said unto the younger, Behold, I lay yesternight with my
father: let us make him drink wine this night also; and go thou in,
[and] lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father. And
they made their father drink wine that night also: and the younger
arose, and lay with him; and he perceived not when she lay down,
nor when she arose. Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child
by their father. And the firstborn bare a son, and called his name
Moab: the same [is] the father of the Moabites unto this day. 
And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Benammi:
the same [is] the father of the children of Ammon unto this day.”
Genesis 19:30-38

So, according to the Old Testament, Lot had sex with his
daughters. Does Islam agree with the Old Testament?

 

Answer:

 

The Holy Quran says:

“ We also (sent) Lut: He said to his people: "Do ye commit
lewdness such as no people in creation (ever) committed before you?
"For ye practise your lusts on men in preference to women : ye are
indeed a people transgressing beyond bounds." And his people gave
no answer but this: they said, "Drive them out of your city: these
are indeed men who want to be clean and pure!" But we saved him and
his family, except his wife: she was of those who legged behind.
And we rained down on them a shower (of brimstone): Then see what
was the end of those who indulged in sin and crime!”
7:80-84

Lot was against homosexuality. So, Genesis 19:30-38 are
nonsense. I’m sure that Genesis 19:30-38 are not from the original
Bible. They are from the changed Bible. Can Lot –the prophet who
was against sexual sins- be the hero of a sexual scandal? The
answer is surely:”No.” Lot and his daughters are not sexually
corrupt persons. The Holy Quran says:

“And his people gave no answer but this: they said, "Drive them
out of your city: these are indeed men who want to be clean and
pure!" But we saved him and his family, except his wife: she was of
those who legged behind. ” 7:82-83

So, Lot and his family -except his wife who was infidel- were
pure and clean. We –Muslims- believe that all the prophets don’t
commit sins. We love all the prophets and we believe that they are
the greatest men throughout the human history.

﻿










Rhamadan And Islam


Hume says:

“it is certain, that the Rhamadan of the TURKS, during which the
poor wretches, for many days, often in the hottest months of the
year, and in some of the hottest climates of the world, remain
without eating or drinking from the rising to the setting sun; this
Rhamadan, I say, must be more severe than the practice of any moral
duty, even to the most vicious and depraved of mankind.”

 

Answer:

 

I want to say that fasting Rhamadan is not for the poor only as
one may understand from Hume saying: “during which the poor
wretches, for many days, often in the hottest months of the year,
and in some of the hottest climates of the world, remain without
eating or drinking from the rising to the setting sun.” All Muslims
–the rich and the poor except the ill and the very old……..etc.-
must fast Rhamadan. During Rhamadan, we –Muslims- don’t eat or
drink from the dawn to sun setting. The benefits of fasting are
many:

1-The rich feels the suffering of the poor who can’t find enough
food. Thus, fasting encourages the rich to give charity to the
poor.

One may ask: “Why does the poor fast?” There are other benefits
of fasting:

2- Fasting is a training of your will and consciousness. From
the dawn to sun setting in Rhamadan, you are supposed not to eat or
drink. Many times you are alone and you can eat and drink and
nobody sees you. But you don’t eat or drink because the God sees
you and knows what you do. After Rhamadan, if you think to steal,
you will remember that the God sees you. In Rhamadan, you have
succeeded in the test and fasting will learn you to abandon sins
because the God sees you and knows what you do.

3- It was scientifically proved that fasting –in the Islamic
way- has a very good influence on the human being’s health (on the
stomach, liver, heart……..etc.)

﻿










Answering Skepticism


I can’t deny that man’s reasoning is limited. I can’t deny that
some undoubtable facts that lasted for centuries were proved to be
wrong. But we can’t live without facts. We may ,now, believe in
thousand facts and we may discover in the future that one hundred
of them were wrong. It’s the job of the human mind to criticize and
to rethink. And it’s the normal course of history and civilization.
I invite you to criticize atheism and skepticism. The skeptic
school proved that some facts of the past were wrong. But I can say
that the skeptic school needs criticism. Many skeptics are so
arrogant that they refuse to rethink about their attitude towards
religion. I invite you to read the following four articles and to
rethink:

 

Islam Versus
Atheism

 

This is an imagined discussion between a Muslim and an atheist.
But it is based on my actual discussions with atheists.

Muslim: Do you believe in God?

Atheist: There is no God. Can you prove that
there is a God?

Muslim: The universe, the land, the see, the
sky, the sun, the moon,….etc are all evidences that there is a God
who has created the universe.

Atheist: Can I see and hear the God?

Muslim: You cannot see the God. We have the
word of the God which is the Quran. The language of the Quran is
Arabic. We –Arabs- know very well that the Quran cannot be written
by a human being. The Quran has challenged the old Arabs to write
something that resembles the Quran. The old Arabs were genius poets
but they could not. Nowadays, some persons tried to write something
that resembles the Quran, but they made themselves a joke.

Atheist: Then the Quran is for Arabs only.

Muslim: The Quran is the word of the God for
all peoples. Indeed the Arabs can feel the greatness of the Quran
more than the other peoples. But the other peoples can read the
translation of the meanings of the Quran. They can see the wisdom
of the Quran. They can see the scientific accuracy of the
Quran.

Atheist: Can you give me an example of the
wisdom of the Quran?

Muslim: Islam forbids homosexuality and sex
outside marriage. We can see clearly that homosexuality and sex
outside marriage caused the spread of AIDS which caused or will
cause the death of millions of people. Besides, with Islam, a man
can be sure that his son is really his son. But in western
countries, a man cannot be sure that his son is really his son.

Atheist: I want to discuss the presence of the
God. The universe is created by the God. Who has created the
God?

Muslim: The God has not been created. The God
is eternal.

Atheist: I can say that the universe is
eternal.

Muslim: The universe is changeable, so it
cannot be eternal.

Atheist: You did not convince me.

Muslim: I invite you to read the Quran. I
invite you to rethink about the common secular idea that there is
no God. It is a common idea, but it is completely wrong.

 

The God In Islam

 

Many secular persons deny the presence of the God. I am trying
here to convince them that there is a God who has created the
universe.

Many secular persons will argue that the God is unseen and they
believe only in what they see. The God is unseen but we can see the
evidences of His presence. The earth, the sky, the stars, the moon,
the sun, the sea and the harmony of the universe are all evidences
that there is a God who has created the universe.

The harmony and the greatness of the universe are evidences of
the Wisdom and Greatness of the Creator. Let's assume that there is
no creator, then what is the cause of the harmony and greatness of
the universe? Did the sun, the moon, the land, the sea, the stars
….etc have a meeting and decided what to do? They are too many and
everyone would want the universe as he wants. We are sure that the
sun, the moon ….etc are not wise. Then we can say that the harmony
and greatness of the universe are clear evidences that there is a
Wise and Great Creator.

In Islam, we believe in the One and the Only God. In the day
after, the believers will enter the Heaven while the non-believers
will be punished. In Islam, we believe that the God has no sons. We
are not like Christians who believe that the God has a son. This
belief is completely untrue and illogical. If the God decided
something and His son decided another contradicting thing, what
will happen?

I ask the readers of this article to think deeply about the
presence of the God. If you came to a conclusion that there is a
God who has created the universe, please ask the God from your
hearts to guide you to the true religion. I am sure that the God
will guide you to Islam. I invite the readers to read the Holy
Quran to know more about Islam.

 

Islam Helps You

 

I discussed many persons who were against religion of any kind.
I used to ask them three questions. I used, as well, to invite them
to think deeply and clearly before answering my questions. These
questions are:

1-Do you think that there is a Creator who has created this
universe?

2-Should we worship the Creator of the universe or not?

3-Have you made a comparison between Islam and other
doctrines?

As regards the first question, I do not know the reason that
makes some people deny the presence of the God. The universe, the
sky, the stars, the sea, and the air are clear evidences that there
is a Creator who has created this universe. The greatness of the
universe is clear evidence that a Great God has created it.

The answer of the first question leads us to the necessity of
religion. How can you live in this universe without worshipping the
Creator of the universe?

Islam is the true religion. Islam helps you to live in
tranquility. Islam achieves the harmony and balance between the
soul and the body. Islam leads you to the Heaven in the day after.
But a lot of non-Muslims have got their information about Islam
from the writings of anti-Islamic writers. I invite them to read
about Islam from the Islamic point of view. I invite them to make a
comparison between Islam and other doctrines and I am sure that
they will discover the greatness of Islam.

 

Letters About Islam
I

 

Hi Friend,

How are you? You told me in your message that you believe that
there is a God, but you don't go to the church.

I have discussed many atheists and I used to ask them 3
questions:

1- Do you think that there is a Creator who has created the
universe?

2- Should we worship the Creator of the universe or not?

3- Have you made a comparison between Islam and other
doctrines?

You answered the first question: Do you think that there is a
Creator who has created the universe? by saying :"Yes"

Then, let's move to the second question: Should we worship the
Creator of the universe or not?

Your father and mother were the reason for your birth. They
brought you up and gave you many things. Should you thank your
father and mother or not?I think that the spontaneous answer should
be:"Yes" The God has created you. He gave you many things: brain,
eyes, ears, arms, heart, stomach… … ..etc. Should you thank the God
or not?

Please answer by "Yes" or "No".

I wish you good luck.

﻿










About The God


In Hume’s book:” Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion”,
Demea says:

“No man, no man at least of common sense, I am persuaded, ever
entertained a serious doubt with regard to a truth so certain and
self-evident. The question is not concerning the being, but the
nature of God.”

 

Answer:

 

Islam does not push mankind to controversial arguments. The Holy
Quran talks about the God in many verses. I invite you to read the
following verses:

The Holy Quran says:

““there is nothing whatever like unto Him, and He (the God) is
the One that hears and sees (all things).”
42:11

The Holy Quran says:

“Say: He is Allah, the One and Only; Allah, the Eternal,
Absolute;  He begetteth not, nor is He begotten;  And
there is none like unto Him.”112:1-4

The Holy Quran says:

“Allah. There is no god but He,-the Living, the Self-subsisting,
Eternal. No slumber can seize Him nor sleep. His are all things in
the heavens and on earth. Who is there can intercede in His
presence except as He permitteth? He knoweth what (appeareth to His
creatures as) before or after or behind them. Nor shall they
compass aught of His knowledge except as He willeth. His Throne
doth extend over the heavens and the earth, and He feeleth no
fatigue in guarding and preserving them for He is the Most High,
the Supreme (in glory).” 2:255

The Holy Quran says:

“Had We sent down this Qur'an on a mountain, verily, thou
wouldst have seen it humble itself and cleave asunder for fear of
Allah. Such are the similitudes which We propound to men, that they
may reflect.  Allah is He, than Whom there is no other god;-
Who knows (all things) both secret and open; He, Most Gracious,
Most Merciful.  Allah is He, than Whom there is no other god;-
the Sovereign, the Holy One, the Source of Peace (and Perfection),
the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of Safety, the Exalted in
Might, the Irresistible, the Supreme: Glory to Allah. (High is He)
above the partners they attribute to Him.  He is Allah, the
Creator, the Evolver, the Bestower of Forms (or Colours). To Him
belong the Most Beautiful Names: whatever is in the heavens and on
earth, doth declare His Praises and Glory: and He is the Exalted in
Might, the Wise.” 59:21-24

﻿










One God


Philo -in Hume’s book:” Dialogues Concerning Natural
Religion”-, wonders about the possibility of many gods and
the possibility of marriage between male gods and female
goddesses.

 

Answer:

 

The Holy Quran says:

“No son did Allah beget, nor is there any god along with Him:
(if there were many gods), behold, each god would have taken away
what he had created, and some would have lorded it over others!
Glory to Allah. (He is free) from the (sort of) things they
attribute to Him!” 23:91

The Holy Quran says:

“If there were, in the heavens and the earth, other gods besides
Allah, there would have been confusion in both! but glory to Allah,
the Lord of the Throne: (High is He) above what they attribute to
Him!” 21:22

The possibility of many gods and goddesses is illogical. If one
god decided something and another god another contradicting thing,
what would happen? There would be a clash between the gods leading
to the destruction of the world. So, the possibility of many gods
is illogical.

﻿










The Creator And The Creation


In Hume’s book:” Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion”,
Philo says:

“Now, if we survey the universe, so far as it falls under our
knowledge, it bears a great resemblance to an animal or organised
body, and seems actuated with a like principle of life and motion.
A continual circulation of matter in it produces no disorder: a
continual waste in every part is incessantly repaired: the closest
sympathy is perceived throughout the entire system: and each part
or member, in performing its proper offices, operates both to its
own preservation and to that of the whole. The world, therefore, I
infer, is an animal; and the Deity is the SOUL of the world,
actuating it, and actuated by it.”

 

Answer:

 

The reason is against this imagination. According to this
imagination, if a man is walking with his shoes on a part of the
universe, he is walking on the god. If dirt is thrown on a part of
the universe, the dirt is thrown on the god. Besides, the universe
is changeable. And according to this imagination, the god will be
changeable. Furthermore, the God is eternal while the universe is
not eternal. So, this imagination is illogical.

﻿










Epicurus’s Old Questions


In Hume’s book:” Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion”,
Philo says:

“EPICURUS's old questions are yet unanswered. Is he willing to
prevent evil, but not able? then is he impotent. Is he able, but
not willing? then is he malevolent. Is he both able and willing?
whence then is evil?”

 

Answer:

 

The answer of Islam is clear from many centuries:

The God has two wills:

1-   The Universal Pre-Ordained
Will

2- The Religious Legislated Will

According to the God’s Religious Legislated Will, He doesn’t
want evil to exist. So He isn’t malevolent. And according to the
God’s Universal Pre-Ordained Will, all that happens –good and evil-
exits by His Will. So, He isn’t impotent.

Many western readers –who are not familiar with Islamic
writings- may not understand this argument. I invite them to read
this example:

﻿

Mr. Henry is an English teacher. He will test his students. He
is a benevolent man. He wants all his students to succeed. But he
has to take the following decision:

1- A standard exam will lead to the failure of some
students.

2- Too easy exam will lead to the success of all students. But
it will be a pseudo success.

He decides to choose the standard test. Is he benevolent? Is his
test unjust one?

The God is just. He created men and He knew that some of them
will be bad men. By His Religious Legislated Will, He wants them to
be believers and good.  By His Universal Pre-Ordained Will, He
wants a conflict between good and evil for many reasons. The world
of pure good will be in the Paradise.










Man Between Misery And Happiness


Hume says:

“I am indeed persuaded, said PHILO, that the best, and indeed
the only method of bringing every one to a due sense of religion,
is by just representations of the misery and wickedness of men. And
for that purpose a talent of eloquence and strong imagery is more
requisite than that of reasoning and argument. For is it necessary
to prove what every one feels within himself? It is only necessary
to make us feel it, if possible, more intimately and sensibly.

The people, indeed, replied DEMEA, are sufficiently convinced of
this great and melancholy truth. The miseries of life; the
unhappiness of man; the general corruptions of our nature; the
unsatisfactory enjoyment of pleasures, riches, honours; these
phrases have become almost proverbial in all languages. And who can
doubt of what all men declare from their own immediate feeling and
experience?

In this point, said PHILO, the learned are perfectly agreed with
the vulgar; and in all letters, sacred and profane, the topic of
human misery has been insisted on with the most pathetic eloquence
that sorrow and melancholy could inspire. The poets, who speak from
sentiment, without a system, and whose testimony has therefore the
more ﻿authority, abound in images of this nature. From Homer down
to Dr. Young, the whole inspired tribe have ever been sensible,
that no other representation of things would suit the feeling and
observation of each individual.

As to authorities, replied DEMEA, you need not seek them. Look
round this library of CLEANTHES. I shall venture to affirm, that,
except authors of particular sciences, such as chemistry or botany,
who have no occasion to treat of human life, there is scarce one of
those innumerable writers, from whom the sense of human misery has
not, in some passage or other, extorted a complaint and confession
of it. At least, the chance is entirely on that side; and no one
author has ever, so far as I can recollect, been so extravagant as
to deny it.

There you must excuse me, said PHILO: LEIBNIZ has denied it; and
is perhaps the first [That sentiment had been maintained by Dr.
King and some few others before Leibniz; though by none of so great
a fame as that German philosopher] who ventured upon so bold and
paradoxical an opinion; at least, the first who made it essential
to his philosophical system.

 

Answer:

 

I invite you to read the following articles:

 

Humanity Needs
Islam

 

The human nature means the soul and the body. A man without a
spiritual life is no longer a man. Equally, whoever proclaims that
spiritual training can delete the materialistic demands of that
body is a devil in the clothes of a saint. Can he give up sleeping?
Is he ready to destroy his body and to be a soul flying in the
world of ideals?

The holy Quran says:

"O you mankind, a proof has already come to you from your
Lord ; and We have sent down to you an evident light. So, as
for the ones who believed in Allah and firmly adhered to Him, then
He will soon cause them to enter into a mercy from Him, and Grace,
and will guide them to Him on a straight path"

This Grace and mercy from Allah Al-Mighty is true for the
believers in life and in the day after. The heaven is the endless
grace and mercy. It is not only a spiritual heaven but the
materialistic pleasures are innumerable there. Equally, in our life
Islam does not forbid materialistic pleasures, but Islam is a unit
of enjoying our lives and, more important, obeying our God and
creator. Thus, without Islam there can never be a balance and
harmony between the soul and the body. Who do not believe in that
can do a comparison between Islam and other doctrines and the
result is undoubtable.

 

Islam And Internal
Peace

 

We are living in an age of conflicts and tensions. Internal
peace and happiness are really sought for by many people. A human
needs to live in tranquility, real tranquility that is permanent
and not drug-induced. But fear of unjust superior powers, failure,
enemies and the endless chain of fears are the enemies of this
tranquility.

In Islam, believing in Allah and His Most High Names is the root
of our faith. The fruits of this faith are innumerable. We are
limited here to the subject of internal peace. The cure of all
psychological problems springs of our faith that Allah is AlRahman
"The All-Merciful". Whatever we are facing in our lives, we believe
that Allah Al-Mighty is more kind to us than our own mothers. Can a
mother throw her own baby into fire? Allah is more Merciful to us
than our own mothers. Will He torture us if we are believers and
faithful? Then let's face our lives with internal peace as long as
we believe that nobody and nothing can harm us.

"Praise be to Allah, who hath guided us to this (felicity):
never could we have found guidance, had it not been for the
guidance of Allah: Indeed it was the truth."










Why Is Misery Present?


In Hume’s book:” Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion”,
Philo says:

”But allowing you what never will be believed, at least what you
never possibly can prove, that animal, or at least human happiness,
in this life, exceeds its misery, you have yet done nothing: For
this is not, by any means, what we expect from infinite power,
infinite wisdom, and infinite goodness. Why is there any misery at
all in the world? Not by chance surely. From some cause then. Is it
from the intention of the Deity? But he is perfectly benevolent. Is
it contrary to his intention? But he is almighty. Nothing can shake
the solidity of this reasoning, so short, so clear, so decisive;
except we assert, that these subjects exceed all human capacity,
and that our common measures of truth and falsehood are not
applicable to them; a topic which I have all along insisted on, but
which you have, from the beginning, rejected with scorn and
indignation.”

 

Answer:

 

The God sent the prophets to invite people to believe in the
God. Some people are believers and the others are non-believers. As
regards the non-believers, the Holy Quran
says:

﻿

“But whosoever turns away from My Message, verily for him is a
life narrowed down” 20:124

The misery of the non-believers is true even if they have money,
health, women, authority.…….etc. The happiness of the soul cannot
be achieved without believing in and worshipping the God.

As regards the believers, the Holy Quran
says:

“Whoever does good whether male or female and he is a believer,
We will most certainly make him live a happy life, and We will most
certainly give them their reward for the best of what they
did.”

But they are sometimes tested by some problems and disasters.
But the tranquility and internal peace resulting from faith make
them face these problems. After all, the Paradise at the end is the
endless happiness: no grief, no depression, no bad feelings.










About Misery Again


In Hume’s book:” Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion”,
Philo says:

“The fourth circumstance, whence arises the misery and ill of
the universe, is the inaccurate workmanship of all the springs and
principles of the great machine of nature. It must be acknowledged,
that there are few parts of the universe, which seem not to serve
some purpose, and whose removal would not produce a visible defect
and disorder in the whole. The parts hang all together; nor can one
be touched without affecting the rest, in a greater or less degree.
But at the same time, it must be observed, that none of these parts
or principles, however useful, are so accurately adjusted, as to
keep precisely within those bounds in which their utility consists;
but they are, all of them, apt, on every occasion, to run into the
one extreme or the other. One would imagine, that this grand
production had not received the last hand of the maker; so little
finished is every part, and so coarse are the strokes with which it
is executed. Thus, the winds are requisite to convey the vapours
along the surface of the globe, and to assist men in navigation:
but how oft, rising up to tempests and hurricanes, do they become
pernicious? Rains are necessary to nourish all the plants and
animals of the earth:\ but how often are they defective? how often
excessive? ﻿

Heat is requisite to all life and vegetation; but is not always
found in the due proportion. On the mixture and secretion of the
humours and juices of the body depend the health and prosperity of
the animal: but the parts perform not regularly their proper
function. What more useful than all the passions of the mind,
ambition, vanity, love, anger? But how oft do they break their
bounds, and cause the greatest convulsions in society? There is
nothing so advantageous in the universe, but what frequently
becomes pernicious, by its excess or defect; nor has Nature
guarded, with the requisite accuracy, against all disorder or
confusion. The irregularity is never perhaps so great as to destroy
any species; but is often sufficient to involve the individuals in
ruin and misery.”

 

Answer:

 

Philo wants a world with no pain, no diseases, no problems and
no catastrophes. This world is true in the hereafter in the
Paradise for the believers. This world is the reward for the
believers. But in our world, some are tested by the problems and
disasters. Others are punished because of their infidelity and
injustice. Many readers may be surprised when I tell them that our
prophet Muhammad –may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him-
has told us that if a Muslim treated an infidel unjustly and the
infidel asked the God to punish the unjust Muslim, the God will
punish the unjust Muslim because the God is just.










Good And Evil


In Hume’s book:” Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion”,
Philo says:

“There may four hypotheses be framed concerning the first causes
of the universe: that they are endowed with perfect goodness; that
they have perfect malice; that they are opposite, and have both
goodness and malice; that they have neither goodness nor malice.
Mixed phenomena can never prove the two former unmixed principles;
and the uniformity and steadiness of general laws seem to oppose
the third. The fourth, therefore, seems by far the most
probable.”

 

Answer:

 

Philo thinks about the events that take place in our world and
tries to come to a conclusion about the goodness or evilness of the
God. But Philo can’t see or understand the whole scene. I invite
you to read the following quotation from the Holy
Quran:

“Behold, Moses said to his attendant, "I will not give up until
I reach the junction of the two seas or (until) I spend years and
years in travel." But when they reached the Junction, they forgot
(about) their Fish, which took its course through the sea
(straight) as in a tunnel. When they ﻿had passed on (some
distance), Moses said to his attendant: "Bring us our early meal;
truly we have suffered much fatigue at this (stage of) our
journey." He replied: "Sawest thou (what happened) when we betook
ourselves to the rock? I did indeed forget (about) the Fish: none
but Satan made me forget to tell (you) about it: it took its course
through the sea in a marvellous way!" Moses said: "That was what we
were seeking after:" So they went back on their footsteps,
following (the path they had come). So they found one of Our
servants, on whom We had bestowed Mercy from Ourselves and whom We
had taught knowledge from Our own Presence.  Moses said to
him: "May I follow thee, on the footing that thou teach me
something of the (Higher) Truth which thou hast been taught?" (The
other) said: "Verily thou wilt not be able to have patience with
me!"  "And how canst thou have patience about things about
which thy understanding is not complete?" Moses said: "Thou wilt
find me, if Allah so will, (truly) patient: nor shall I disobey
thee in aught." The other said: "If then thou wouldst follow me,
ask me no questions about anything until I myself speak to thee
concerning it." So they both proceeded: until, when they were in
the boat, he scuttled it. Said Moses: "Hast thou scuttled it in
order to drown those in it? Truly a strange thing hast thou done!"
He answered: "Did I not tell thee that thou canst have no patience
with me?" Moses said: "Rebuke me not for forgetting, nor grieve me
by raising difficulties in my case."  Then they proceeded:
until, when they met a young man, he slew him. Moses said: "Hast
thou slain an innocent person who had slain none? Truly a foul
(unheard of) thing hast thou done!" He answered: "Did I not tell
thee that thou canst have no patience with me?" (Moses) said: "If
ever I ask thee about anything after this, keep me not in thy
company: then wouldst thou have received (full) excuse from my
side." Then they proceeded: until, when they came to the
inhabitants of a town, they asked them for food, but they refused
them hospitality. They found there a wall on the point of falling
down, but he set it up straight. (Moses) said: "If thou hadst
wished, surely thou couldst have exacted some recompense for it!"
He answered: "This is the parting between me and thee: now will I
tell thee the interpretation of (those things) over which thou wast
unable to hold patience. "As for the boat, it belonged to certain
men in dire want: they plied on the water: I but wished to render
it unserviceable, for there was after them a certain king who
seized on every boat by force. "As for the youth, his parents were
people of Faith, and we feared that he would grieve them by
obstinate rebellion and ingratitude (to Allah and man). "So we
desired that their Lord would give them in exchange (a son) better
in purity (of conduct) and closer in affection. "As for the wall,
it belonged to two youths, orphans, in the Town; there was, beneath
it, a buried treasure, to which they were entitled: their father
had been a righteous man: So thy Lord desired that they should
attain their age of full strength and get out their treasure - a
mercy (and favour) from thy Lord. I did it not of my own accord.
Such is the interpretation of (those things) over which thou wast
unable to hold patience."










Worshipping The God


In Hume’s book:” Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion”,
Philo says:

“To know God, says SENECA, is to worship him. All other worship
is indeed absurd, superstitious, and even impious. It degrades him
to the low condition of mankind, who are delighted with entreaty,
solicitation, presents, and flattery.”

 

Answer:

 

If all the human beings were infidels, this would not cause any
decrease in the God’s Glory. If all the human beings were pious and
righteous, this would not cause and increase in the God’s Glory.
The God doesn’t need us. We need the God. at every moment. The God
has created us and He has given us a brain, a stomach, a liver, two
eyes, two ears, two arms, two legs ………..etc. Should we thank the
God or not? Should we worship the God or not? The benefits of
worshipping the God are many:

The Holy Quran says:

“Ask forgiveness From your Lord; For He is Oft-Forgiving; He
will send rain To you in abundance; Give you increase In wealth and
sons; And bestow on you Gardens and bestow on you Rivers (of
flowing water)” 71:10-12

The Holy Quran says:

“If the people of the towns had but believed and feared Allah,
We should indeed have opened out to them (All kinds of) blessings
from heaven and earth” 7:96

The Holy Quran says:

“Whoever does good whether male or female and he is a believer,
We will most certainly make him live a happy life, and We will most
certainly give them their reward for the best of what they
did.”

If you believe in and worship the God, you will enjoy internal
peace and happiness regardless the circumstances.

﻿










The Islamic Civilization And The Western
Civilization


In Hume’s book:” Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion”,
Philo says:

“If the religious spirit be ever mentioned in any historical
narration, we are sure to meet afterwards with a detail of the
miseries which attend it. And no period of time can be happier or
more prosperous, than those in which it is never regarded or heard
of.”

 

Answer:

 

The most successful secular civilization is the nowadays Western
Civilization. I have written an article entitled: “The Islamic
Civilization And The Western Civilization”. I invite you to read
it:

 

The Islamic Civilization And
The Western Civilization

 

This is an imagined discussion between a Muslim and an
atheist:

Muslim: I cannot deny the materialistic
achievements of the Western Civilization: the computer, the CD, the
plane, ﻿the car, the mobile… etc. But as regards the spiritual
aspect of your life,:

1- Millions of you do not believe in God and religion.

2- Millions of you follow Christianity and Judaism that were
changed. We-Muslims- believe that Moses and the Christ are the
Messengers of the God. They invited their followers to worship the
One and the Only God and to follow Mohammad or Ahmed-may the
blessings and peace of Allah be upon him- when he appears. But
Judaism and Christianity were changed. Now, Christians worship
three gods and they say that they worship one god. Jews and
Christians believe that some prophets committed adultery and killed
innocent persons.

3- In western countries, you search for happiness and
tranquility by alcohol, drugs, homosexuality… .etc. But you didn't
find happiness. Islam achieves the balance and harmony between the
soul and the body and leads you to true happiness and
tranquility.

Atheist: What are the achievements of the
Islamic Civilization?

Muslim: The Arabs were worshipping pieces of
stone. The Iranians and the Iraqis were worshipping the fire. What
can the fire do to its worshippers but burning them? The Syrians
and the Egyptians were worshipping three gods and they were saying
that they were worshipping one god only. Many Indians were
worshipping the cows. Islam changed all these wrong believes. Islam
is the religion of the One and Only God. Islam brought happiness
and internal peace to its followers.

Atheist: I think that the world will be better
with no religions at all.

Muslim: This is not true. Islam is the way to
happiness in our world and in the hereafter.

Atheist: There is no hereafter.

Muslim: You neglect your soul. If you listen to
the voice of your soul, you will have many questions:

1- What is the origin of the universe?

2- What is the purpose of our life?

3- Is death the end of our existence?

4- Should we worship the Creator of the universe?

Atheist: what are the answers of these questions?

Muslim: 1- The God has created the
universe.

2- We were created to live on the Earth, but more important to
worship our God and Creator.

3- After death, there will be the hereafter.

4- We should worship the Creator of the universe.

Atheist: I cannot deny that Muslims-in the old
days- had a kind of civilization. But where are Muslims now? What
are you doing now?

Muslim: 1- I invite non-Muslims to convert to
Islam. I believe that we are all the sons and daughters of Adam and
Eve. But some people think that they are the sons and daughters of
monkeys.

2- I invite Muslims to adhere to the principles of Islam.

3- I think that there can be a union between the spiritual
Islamic principles and the materialistic Western Civilization.
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