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Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. Please forgive those typographical
and grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. While I have
proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many mistakes.
Also note that I have developed my own style of writing for sermon
preparation. It seems to work well for me as I preach from the
pulpit. I elected to keep most of that style intact. I trust it
will add rather than distract from the effectiveness while you
read.

I also ask that, should you find the book is helpful to you, or
if you have questions you would like to ask me, feel free to
contact me.

 

My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.








Chapter 1
Introduction


1 Chronicles 14:9-17

 

I want to address the subject of, VICTORIES THROUGH
OBEDIENCE.

And I think that our passage will help us out in seeing the
difference between faith and presumption.

 

   A lot of what we call faith today is really
presumption.

We decide what we want. We make a plan to obtain what we want.
And then we call it faith when we go out to get it! That is not
faith, that is presumption.

 

   David had just become king of all the land of the
Jews. He was being successful on all sides. The Jews were following
him willingly. He would have had an unprecedented popularity rating
in the polls!

   Then the Philistines attacked, not once BUT TWO
TIMES.










Chapter 2
DAVID INQUIRED OF THE LORD


Vs. 10,14

It is a great sign when a man who has
experienced the popularity that David had in the recent times CAN
BE HUMBLE ENOUGH TO ENQUIRE OF THE LORD!

 

But remember, that humility had been honed by
God's whetstone OF YEARS OF AFFLICTION.

 

The interesting thing is that the first time
David asked God if they should go up against the Philistines, God
said, “yes". BUT THE SECOND TIME GOD SAID, "NO".

 

 This teaches us that we need to look
for fresh direction from God day to day.

David could have figured after God had told Him
to go up against them the first time that God's will would be the
same the second time as well.

  BUT GOD HAD DIFFERENT PLANS THAT NEXT
TIME!

 

Beloved, we are not using faith when we just keep doing what we
always did and call it serving the Lord!

I think that is presumption! FAITH LOOKS TO GOD DAY BY DAY
AND MOMENT BY MOMENT FOR FRESH DIRECTION AND GUIDANCE IN THE
CHRISTIAN WALK!

 

1. It would be presumptuous for me to come to the pulpit
with an old message and figure if it was good enough before; it
will be good enough again.

GOD DOES LEAD ME AND OTHER PREACHERS TO PREACH THE SAME MESSAGES
AGAIN from time to time. BUT IT MUST BE SOMETHING THAT IS CONFIRMED
FROM GOD AND FRESH ALL OVER AGAIN!

 

2. Sunday School teachers use the same material year
after year.

I don't think there is anything wrong with that. JUST SO LONG AS
YOU DON'T GET SO USED TO IT THAT YOU STOP STUDYING IT TO MAKE IT
FRESH AND NEW!

 

3. It would be presumption to skip a portion of the
Bible just because you have read it once before.

  KEEP CHRISTIANITY FRESH BY GOING TO GOD DAILY FOR
GUIDANCE. Anything short of that is presumption!










Chapter 3
DAVID WAS TO LISTEN TO THE "SOUND OF GOING" IN THE TOPS OF THE
TREES


Vs.15

 

Suffice it to say THAT DAVID WAS NOT TO GO UP AGAINST THE
PHILISTINES UNTIL HE HAD A DEFINITE CONFIRMATION FROM GOD THAT IT
WAS TIME.

 

Here is another area where I believe we should learn not to be
presumptuous. There are some things that may very well be good
things BUT IT IS PRESUMPTION TO GO FOR THEM AND DO THEM UNTIL YOU
HAVE ASKED FOR AND RECEIVED FROM GOD DEFINITE CONFIRMATION THAT HE
WANTS YOU TO DO THEM!

 

People will come to me and say, "Pastor lets do this!" I might
say something like, "no, we can't do that for all these reasons".
Sometimes the person will respond to me, "Hey, you are supposed to
be a man of faith!" "Where is your faith?"

 

I do believe in faith. BUT I ALSO BELIEVE THAT STEPPING OUT AND
DOING SOMETHING RISKY WITHOUT KNOWING ABSOLUTELY THAT GOD WANTS ME
TO CAN GET ME INTO BIG TROUBLE!

 

It is presumptuous for me to step out where God has not
confirmed I am to go!










Chapter 4
DAVID DID AS GOD COMMANDED


Vs16

 

When we will step out in faith, after we have enquired of the
Lord and received instructions from Him and confirmations from
Him.

   VICTORY WILL ALSO BE OURS.

David smote the Philistines;

David's fame went out to all lands;

And David was feared by all nations.

 

Obedience and faith towards God is not being presumptuous and
stepping out without clear directions.

 

 It is instead, seeking and receiving God's guidance. Then
going forward when He says, or (sometimes more difficult) staying
back and waiting when He
says.               
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