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Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. Please forgive those typographical
and grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. While I have
proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many mistakes.
Also note that I have developed my own style of writing for sermon
preparation. It seems to work well for me as I preach from the
pulpit. I elected to keep most of that style intact. I trust it
will add rather than distract from the effectiveness while you
read.

 

I also ask that, should you find the book is helpful to you, or
if you have questions you would like to ask me, feel free to
contact me.

 

My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.








Chapter 1
Introduction


1 Kings 1:32-35

 

I was struck, recently, by how much trouble there was changing
leadership, even in a God ordained rule.

 

David was God’s anointed king. Yet it took him something like 21
years to gain the rule of the whole nation of Israel.

 

In our text King David is on his deathbed.

 

There can be no question that he will die soon. So the natural
question arises, who will be the next king.

 

It is up to David to appoint his successor out of his children –
but the Lord has already given the directive that it is supposed to
be David’s son, Solomon.

 

But before David took the step of coronating Solomon, another
son, Adonijah, assumed the kingdom.

 

David’s loyal servants had to:

       Inform David of
this event

       Seek his will about
what to do about it

       Properly crown the
one whom David and the Lord had chosen

 

And Solomon, the rightful, God ordained king of Israel,
immediately found himself in the unenviable position of having
to:

       Order his own
brother slain

       Kicking out his
father’s disloyal servants and

       Killing the man who
had served as his father’s military general for nearly his whole
reign.

 

Assuming leadership is no piece of cake – even if it is
the will of the Lord.

 

Solomon’s reign was not perfect, but it does come the closest of
any of the kingdoms in Israel to a fulfillment of God’s promise for
that people

 

And it is the closest picture we have in the Bible to what life
for Israel will be like when Jesus comes to rule this earth.

 

Solomon himself is not a perfect man by any means.

 

But

       He was God’s
anointed king and

       He was the richest
king in Israeli history and

       His wisdom was
legendary

 

Matthew 6:29

And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his
glory was not arrayed like one of these. (KJV)

 

Matthew 12:42

The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment
with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the
uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and,
behold, a greater than Solomon is here. (KJV)

 

Solomon is often called the wisest man who ever lived; having
received his wisdom as a special gift from Almighty God.

 

This is significant because the book of Proverbs the word wisdom
is deified to the place that it becomes a description of Jesus
Christ Himself.

 

Proverbs 4:5-9

Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not;
neither decline from the words of my mouth.

Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love
her, and she shall keep thee.

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom:
and with all thy getting get understanding.

Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall
bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her.

She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a
crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. (KJV)

 

Proverbs 8:1-12

Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her
voice?

She standeth in the top of high places, by the way
in the places of the paths.

She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city,
at the coming in at the doors.

Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons
of man.

O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye
of an understanding heart.

Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the
opening of my lips shall be right things.

For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an
abomination to my lips.

All the words of my mouth are in righteousness;
there is nothing froward or perverse in them.

They are all plain to him that understandeth, and
right to them that find knowledge.

Receive my instruction, and not silver; and
knowledge rather than choice gold.

For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things
that may be desired are not to be compared to it.

I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge
of witty inventions. (KJV)

 

So King Solomon is a type or picture of Jesus Christ in the
Bible.

 

Not a perfect picture – no one could be.

 

But his story is in the Word of God partly to teach us truths
concerning Jesus Christ.

 

And the struggle for his coronation, teaches us something of the
battle to place Jesus Christ as Lord and King in our lives
today.

 

 

 










Chapter 2
MORTIFICATION


In order to coronate Jesus there must be some mortification

I Kings 2:22-25

And king Solomon answered and said unto his mother,
And why dost thou ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? ask for
him the kingdom also; for he is mine elder brother; even for him,
and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of
Zeruiah.

Then king Solomon sware by the LORD, saying, God do
so to me, and more also, if Adonijah have not spoken this word
against his own life.

Now therefore, as the LORD liveth, which hath
established me, and set me on the throne of David my father, and
who hath made me an house, as he promised, Adonijah shall be put to
death this day.

And king Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah the son
of Jehoiada; and he fell upon him that he died.
(KJV)

 

Assuming leadership is always a battle.

There are always enemies.

 

The United States of America has probably the most peaceful
means of selecting new leaders of anywhere in the world and at any
time in history.

 

And yet there was still a battle.

 

And

       As much as John
Kerry and George Bush shook hands and smiled at the close of each
debate.

       As much as John
Kerry pledged to get behind the President and try to bridge the
bi-partison gap

       As much as
President Bush called Kerry a worthy opponent and told him he
should be proud of his campaign.

 

The fact is the two men are on opposite ends of the pole
philosophically.

 

And it was a battle.

 

And John Kerry walked away “slain” over his defeat.

 

Solomon had to kill at least three men to establish his
rule.

 

       Adonijah – his
elder brother

       Joab – his father’s
general

       Shimei – man who
had cursed his father but was later forgiven

 

I will not go in to their stories or explain why they had to be
slain.

 

I just want to point out that if Jesus is to be King in your
life, there will have to be some killing going on.

 

Col 3:5

Mortify therefore your members which are upon the
earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil
concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:
(KJV)

 

A. You will have to kill self righteousness

This answers to me to Adonijah, Solomon’s own brother.

 

Adonijah, had made an earlier claim to the throne himself, but
lost.

 

There is a part of us that thinks we deserve to go to heaven
without Jesus.

 

       A part of us that
thinks we are good enough

       A part of us that
thinks we can earn our own way to glory.

 

And it hurts to admit that “….in me (that is, in my
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing.”[1]

 

This was the problem Cain had.

 

He thought that his crops should be an acceptable offering to
the Lord whether God wanted it or not.

You are going to have to mortify self righteousness and realize
without Christ you are filthy before God.

 

B. You will have to kill self will

This answers to General Joab.

 

Joab’s story is found in 1 Kings 2:28-34

 

Joab had served King David for years and years.

And he had fought valiantly on David’s side.

 

But Joab also had a difficult time submitting to David’s
wishes.

 

Joab murdered two men, Abner and Amasa, assuming authority that
was not his in doing so.

 

Joab also refused to listen to David when he said to see that
Absalom, David’s son who had rebelled against him, was not killed
in battle.

 

Joab knew who the king was

Joab in some respects served and loved the king

 

But Joab also had a mind of his own.

 

And David warned Solomon about him and told him not to let the
man die in peace (execute him).[2]

 

There is in each of us a will that needs to be slain.

 

It is a part of us that thinks we know better than our king

 

       It may be that you
love the Lord

       It may be that you
are saved and you know you are saved

       It may be that you
have done some great things for the cause of Christ

 

But if there is still a part of you that thinks you can do
better than the Lord

 

A part of you than knows better.

A part of you that questions the mind and will of God for your
life.

 

That self will needs to be slain.

 

C. You will have to kill sin

And this answers to Shimei.

 

When David fled Jerusalem after his own son, Absalom rebelled
against him, Shimei followed behind David, throwing dust in his
face and cursing him.

 

David accepted Shimei’s cursing as coming from God to humble him
and would not let his soldiers kill him.

 

Later, when David won the fight with his son and returned to
Jerusalem, Shimei apologized to the king and David forgave him.

 

But he did warn Solomon about him.

 

Solomon did not immediately slay Shimei, but restricted his
movements.

 

When Shimei disobeyed Solomon’s restrictions, he was killed.

 

Shimei reminds me that if Jesus is to rule in my life, I must
slay all sin.

 

I cannot let sin reign in my body.

 

I must enter daily into battle, defeating first one sin and then
the next.

 

And I cannot let myself forget this battle or the sin will creep
back in.

 

In order to coronate Jesus there must be some mortification






 

[1] Romans 7:18




[2] I Kings 2:6














Chapter 3
GLORIFICATION


I Kings 1:38-40

So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the
Pelethites, went down, and caused Solomon to ride upon king David's
mule, and brought him to Gihon.

And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out of the
tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; and
all the people said, God save king Solomon.

And all the people came up after him, and the people
piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth
rent with the sound of them. (KJV)

 

In order to prove that Solomon was King David’s choice as the
new king, and not Adonijah

 

David had

       Solomon ride
through the streets on David’s own mule

       Solomon was
publicly anointed King with oil from the Tabernacle
and

       Solomon was
publicly affirmed as King with the people shouting “God save King
Solomon

 

You see, Adonijah was setting himself up as king in secret.

 

Solomon became king in public.

 

I just want to remind you that Jesus can’t really reign in your
life unless you are very public about it.

 

There is no such thing as a successful Christian who is not

       Openly

      
Overtly

      
Outspokenly

Christian.

 

I did not say you had to be obnoxious about your faith.

 

But I did say you have to be open about your faith.

 

       The best way to
overcome sins in your life

       The best way to get
victory over areas of struggle in your life

 

Is to make sure that every day you publicly speak about Jesus
Christ.

 

       Tell people how to
be saved

       Tell people where
you go to church

       Tell people that
you are still a sinner but that Jesus is helping you win over your
sin

 

I once knew a missionary who told me how he overcame the habit
of smoking.

 

He started passing our salvation tracts everywhere he went.

And he put those tracts in the same pocket as his
cigarettes.

 

       Every time he
reached in his pocket to pull out a tract, he would feel those
cigarettes and ask God to help him quit smoking so his soul winning
testimony would be better and

       Every time he
reached in his pocket to pull out a cigarette he would feel those
tracts and ask God to help him quit smoking so his soul winning
testimony would be better.

 

In order to crown Jesus king

There must be a mortification

There must be a glorification










Chapter 4
SEPARATION


I Kings 9:2-9

That the LORD appeared to Solomon the second time,
as he had appeared unto him at Gibeon.

And the LORD said unto him, I have heard thy prayer
and thy supplication, that thou hast made before me: I have
hallowed this house, which thou hast built, to put my name there
for ever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there
perpetually.

And if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father
walked, in integrity of heart, and in uprightness, to do according
to all that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and my
judgments:

Then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon
Israel for ever, as I promised to David thy father, saying, There
shall not fail thee a man upon the throne of
Israel.

But if ye shall at all turn from following me, ye or
your children, and will not keep my commandments and my statutes
which I have set before you, but go and serve other gods, and
worship them:

Then will I cut off Israel out of the land which I
have given them; and this house, which I have hallowed for my name,
will I cast out of my sight; and Israel shall be a proverb and a
byword among all people:

And at this house, which is high, every one that
passeth by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss; and they shall
say, Why hath the LORD done thus unto this land, and to this
house?

And they shall answer, Because they forsook the LORD
their God, who brought forth their fathers out of the land of
Egypt, and have taken hold upon other gods, and have worshipped
them, and served them: therefore hath the LORD brought upon them
all this evil. (KJV)

 

This is where using Solomon as a type of Jesus Christ begins to
break down.

 

Solomon did turn from following the Lord.

 

The Bible will say in later

I Kings 11:1-6

But king Solomon loved many strange women, together
with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites,
Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites;

Of the nations concerning which the LORD said unto
the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall
they come in unto you: for surely they
will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto
these in love.

And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and
three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his
heart.

For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his
wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not
perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his
father.

For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the
Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the
Ammonites.

And Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and
went not fully after the LORD, as did David his
father. (KJV)

 

One of the areas where we mess up in our Christian thinking is
that we think that if God blessed us today, He has to bless us
tomorrow.

 

We get to taking the blessing of God for granted.

 

And then we begin to slip back into some old sinful ways.

 

       Maybe we get
friends that are not so spiritual

       Maybe we go to some
places that are not so godly

       Maybe we begin to
enjoy some things that are not so wholesome

 

And after a while we have lost the hand of God upon us.

 

If Jesus is to be the king in our life that He wants to be we
have to separate from things that drag us down spiritually.

 

       There are some
people we should stay away from

       There are some
activities we should not participate in

 

We have to “mark” those things that can destroy our walk with
the Lord and AVOID them.










Chapter 5
Conclusion


Leadership is always a battle.

 

It is a battle for the leader to assume leadership.

It is often a battle for the followers to submit to that
leadership

 

And it is no different when it comes to Jesus being the Lord and
leader of our lives.

 

It will not happen by accident.

 

       You will have to
mortify some things – so Jesus has no competition for
authority

       You will have to
glorify the Lord, publicly so there is no doubt where your
loyalties are and

       You will have to
separate from some things so you are not tempted to turn away from
the Lord.
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