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Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. Please forgive those typographical
and grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. While I have
proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many mistakes.
Also note that I have developed my own style of writing for sermon
preparation. It seems to work well for me as I preach from the
pulpit. I elected to keep most of that style intact. I trust it
will add rather than distract from the effectiveness while you
read.
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Chapter 1
Through His Blood


Colossians 1:12-22

 

I am hesitant to say anything that would tend toward turning the
Christian faith into mere doctrine or definition of words.

 


	There is enough religion that misses a true and vital
relationship with the personal and living Saviour, Jesus
Christ.

	There is enough of the type of religion that focuses on
the mind and forgets the heart.



 

On the other hand we have to be very careful that we do not
allow cold religion or dead intellectualism to prevent us from
growing both in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

 

Because there is a tendency in another large segment of
Christianity to ignore doctrine and go for the experience, there is
also a huge misunderstanding of what it means to be saved.

 

To the point that I am afraid many if not most people who claim
to be Christians do so under some false assumptions.

 

So I am going to spend some time on some the great words that
relate to being saved.

 

And there are some great words, each corresponding to a
different truth about our salvation

 

There is, for instance, the word

Propitiation

It means to appease or to satisfy.

Justice demands that sin be judged; paid for.

 

God could not simply let a good man’s sins slip by. Justice does
not allow it.

 

It is through the doctrine of propitiation that God becomes just
in saving a sinner.

 

There is also the word

Substitution

We are sinners and our sins had to be paid for. And the Bible
says only death can pay for those sins.

 

So Jesus became our substitute and died in our place.

 

But not only is He our substitute in death; He is our substitute
in righteousness.

 


	He died in our place on the cross but

	He also lived righteously in our place while on this
earth



 

Now when God sees the Christian, He does not look at our own
filthy attempts to be good, He looks at us through the
righteousness of Christ.

 

And there is the word

Justification

Most of us have heard justification explained like this:

“Just as if I had never sinned”

 

And that is a great phrase but I think it might make us not see
the complete implications of justification.

 

The word is a legal term. It means to pronounce innocent. And
once that legal pronouncement is made, It is law.

 

OJ Simpson was pronounced innocent in the death of his wife.

More than half the world, I think, still believes he did it.

 

That is irrelevant. The court pronounced him innocent and he has
lived as an innocent man ever since.

 

In our Bible text this morning, we are going to
find three more Bible words relating to salvation.

 

In the case of these three, Colossians chapter one declares that
that are each result of Jesus death, or more specifically His
blood.

 

Through His Blood we have

I. REDEMPTION

Vs 14

 

Actually we find two things in verse 14 don’t we?

 


	Redemption and then it says

	Even the forgiveness of sins



 

They are not the very same things, though we can say they
provide for the same outcome – salvation.

 

A. Redemption means to be bought back.

 

We are all most familiar with the idea of redeeming a store
coupon.

 


	The store paid for the coupon

	The newspaper gave it to us and when we redeem it we
take it to the original owner and

	The stores “buys it back



 

The blood of Jesus Christ does more than just purchases our
salvation.

 

The blood of Jesus Christ buys us back from something.

 

God created Adam and Eve to fellowship with Him.

They belonged to God by creation

 

But when Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate what God had
forbidden, they were taken from God.

 

They became, in their own minds, their own gods and

They became slaves of sin and of Satan.

 

The blood of Jesus Christ


	Buys of back from sin. it

	Liberates us from the strangle hold sin had upon
us.



 

Rom 6:14

For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are
not under the law, but under grace. (KJV)

 

This verse implies that at one time sin DID have dominion over
us.

 

But through the Blood of Jesus Christ we have been redeemed. Sin
no longer has that same dominion over us.

 

We still sin – that is true; but it no longer has ownership of
us. We can, by the grace of God – overcome sin in our lives.

 

The verse goes on to say that through His blood we have

B. Even the forgiveness of sins

 

To forgive means to treat as not guilty.

 

Illustration

OJ Simpson has been justified by the courts so he lives as a
free man

But he does not necessarily live as a
forgiven man does he?

 

One of the best illustrations I know of forgiveness is found in
the father’s treatment of the prodigal son

Luke 15:20-24

And he arose, and came to his father. But when he
was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion,
and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.

And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned
against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be
called thy son.

But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the
best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes
on his feet:

And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and
let us eat, and be merry:

For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was
lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.
(KJV)

 

His father treated him as if nothing had ever happened.

 


	His brother had not forgiven him but

	His father had.



 

God not only declares us legally not liable for our sins,

He then treats us as if we had not sinned in the first
place.

 


	He loves us as His own

	He prepares for us a place in His heaven

	He cares for us and teaches us His ways



 

Through the Blood of Christ we have redemption.

 

Through His blood secondly we have

II. RECONCILATION

Vs 20

 

The word reconciliation simply means to make peace.

 

A. It implies that there was no peace
before.

 

Every non Christian person in this world needs to pay attention
to this doctrine because the Bible is very clear that before
salvation we are

 


	Not at peace with God

	At odds with God

	Enmity with God



 

The Word of God says

John 3:18

He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
(KJV)

 

The man who has not placed faith in Christ is
“condemned already.”

 

He does not have to do anything to be condemned by God. He is
born into this world that way. Our sins only prove what God
declares to be true of us.

 

The condemnation is already there. We don’t have to do anything
to be condemned. But once knowing we are condemned God does offer
us a way to be reconciled through the blood of Christ.

 

John 3:36

He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath
of God abideth on him. (KJV)

 

The Bible says that the wrath of God “abideth” on the person who
has not placed saving faith in Jesus Christ.

 

It is like an oppressive cloud ever hanging over the unbeliever
and the unsaved.

 

It only awaits the day when that wrath will be poured out.

Heb 9:27

And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment: (KJV)

 


	For some it will not be poured out until, after years
of life; the body will wear out, death will overtake them and then
the wrath of God will begin

	Some find the wrath of God violently poured out upon
them; in a sudden fatal illness, a tragic accident or a wicked
crime. There life is snuffed out sooner than others and then the
wrath of God begins

	There will be one generation that experiences the wrath
of God poured out upon this earth when during the Tribulation all
those who are alive and remain will suffer horrors such as this
world has never seen. But even that will end in their eventual
death and then the worst of the wrath of God begins in hell and the
Lake of Fire and brimstone.



 

I Jn 5:12

He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not
the Son of God hath not life. (KJV)

 

True life is eternal life with God in heaven.

 

And the Bible says that the person who has not placed faith in
Jesus Christ, does not have that life.

 

They are dead in trespasses and sins.

 

But

B. Through His blood we have peace and reconciliation
with God

 


	The condemnation is cleared

	The wrath is washed away

	The enmity is turned to joy and



 

Now, through the blood of Jesus Christ the Bible invites those
who are saved to

Heb 4:16

…. come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
(KJV)

 

Through His blood we have redemption

Through His blood we have reconciliation

 

And finally through His death we have

III. REGENERATION

Vs 22

 

Titus 3:5

Not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;
(KJV)

 

 

This is accomplished through the death burial and resurrection
of Christ on two levels

 

A. Positionally

God views us already as


	Holy

	Unblameable and

	Unreproveable



 

Notice the words “in His sight.”

 

When I got saved I became “hidden in Jesus Christ.”

 


	I am hidden from the wrath of God inside of Jesus
Christ. And

	I am hidden from the sight of God inside Jesus
Christ.



 

When God looks at me, He only sees Jesus Christ.

 

B. Practically

God’s great purpose for the life of the Christian in this world
today is this work of conforming us into the image of Jesus
Christ…

 

That we may be presented to Him


	Holy

	Unblameable and

	Unreproveable



 

This creates a huge issue in my soul when I think about it.

 

I know how God sees me – as having the righteousness of Christ.
But

I also know how I live today.

 

And that is far from


	Holy

	Unblameable and

	Unreproveable



 

And that makes me live every day with two main thoughts…..

 

First: to yield to God’s Holy Spirit to make me
like Christ

Second: to earnestly look for Jesus to come
again and make me finally the person God sees me as.

 

Through His blood we have redemption

Through His blood we have reconciliation and

Through His death we have regeneration

 










Chapter 2
The Hope of Glory


THE HOPE OF
GLORY

Colossians 1:21-2:2

 

I want to share with you how I came about this message.

 

Friday night for some reason my whole family was really
tired.

 

I had been sick all week and Anita taught school on Friday so we
all went to bed early.

 

But after I lay down I couldn’t sleep.

 

Anita and Bohannan were both sleeping so I lay there in bed and
prayed for 1-½ hours. 

 

I still wasn’t sleepy so I went downstairs and began to read my
Bible and came to the book of Colossians.

 

God spoke to me out of these verses although I read all of the
Book of Colossians that night.

 

I want to center this message around those very special words in
1:27.

 

The Hope of Glory

 

And let me point out to you this evening those things taught
about the Hope of Glory.

 

Before we begin we need to be certain that we understand what
the Hope of Glory means.

 

Let me simply say that it is obvious that it refers to
our hope of eternal life in heaven.

 

Paul said in Romans 8:18

 

 

In Romans 2:7 Paul says

 

The hope of Glory then is speaking of the hope of eternal life
in heaven and all that it has to offer.

 

With that in mind

Speaking about the Hope of Glory which will one day be revealed
in the Christian,

What are we taught in Colossians about this?

 

I. THE HOPE OF GLORY IS A MYSTERY TO MOST

Colossians 1:26

 

Mystery means that

Ø      It is hidden,

Ø      It is secret

Ø      It is not understood

 

And this hope of glory has not been understood by the vast
majority of people throughout the ages and generations.

 

Most normal people have a hope

A desire for something better on the other side of death.

 

But for the majority that hope has been a mystery.

 

As we see people all about us these days who have no real hope
of glory.

 

It is still a mystery to them.

 

Verse 26 says that the Hope of Glory is not a mystery to all
because it says the mystery is made manifest to His saints.

 

Made manifest means that the mystery has been opened up.

 

It was secret, hidden and not understood but to the saints it is
opened, revealed and explained.

 

So that one the saint of God has a true of viable hope of
glory.

 

Most people want to believe they will go to heaven when they
die.

 

But only the believer has a reason that is solid for believing
he or she will spend eternity in heaven.

 

II. WHAT THE HOPE OF GLORY IS

Vs 27

Christ in you, the hope of glory

 

While some strive to earn a hope for glory or seek this hope
through false religion, the only hope for glory is Christ in
you.

 

And because of this it is no wonder that it is a mystery to so
many.

 

The carnal and natural mind of man can’t understand how Christ
can be in you.

 

John 15:1-5

 

All this is spoken by Christ.

 

He speaks of being the vine and us the branches.

The branches get their life from the vine.

 

Cut the branches off of the vine and they die.

 

All the life giving flow comes from the vine

The sap which carries nutrients through the branches must come
through that vine.

 

And so Christ says

Without me ye can do nothing.

 

The Christian is one who comes to the place that they know this
to be true.

 

Rather than laughing because they don’t understand how Christ
can be in us, the saint has by-passed his own human reasoning and
with the faith that God places in him he calls out, “Come into
my heart Lord Jesus!”

 

And then by faith the saint trusts Christ for all

 

Colossians 2:9-10

 

All my hope of glory is found in the fact that I have asked
Christ to come into my heart and save me.

 

Now I am complete in Him!

 

I have the actual righteousness of God through Christ.

 

But people laugh at me because it is still a mystery to
them.

 

All of the riches and glory of heaven belong to the saints
because Christ lives in us and in Him dwells all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily.

 

The Hope of Glory

III. IS WORTH WORKING FOR

Col 1:28-29

 

No, working is not how we gain the hope of glory.

 

But once we have our own hope of glory it is worth working to
show other people.

 

God has made manifest a wonderful mystery to us.

 

And it is worth our effort to reveal it to others.

 

Ø      In Colossians 1:24-25 Paul says
that he is suffering a a part of his effort to preach and reveal
this mystery.

 

Ø      In Colossians 1:28-29 Paul says
he preaches teaches labors and strives to present this revealed
mystery to people.

 

Ø      And in Colossians 2:1 Paul
speaks of being in conflict as he seeks to make manifest this
mystery.

 

So Paul felt this thing very worthy of working for!

 

God has revealed a great secret to Paul and Paul felt he was
under a holy obligation to tell as many as possible what the answer
to the mystery was.

 

Once we have accepted Christ as Saviour we are bound to tell
those who still haven’t got the truth how they might have a solid
hope for glory.

 

Christ in you, the hope of glory

 

Ø      It is a mystery to most

Ø      It is manifest to the saints
and

Ø      It is worthy of our working to
tell all we can.

 










Chapter 3 I
Would Ye Knew


I WOULD YE KNEW

Colossians 2:1-3

 

The longer I serve the Lord and the more I read the Bible, the
more impressed I am with the Word of God.

 

I know there are those who read it and do not feel like they get
any great benefit out of it.

 

I know there are others that find one reason after the other to
condemn and criticize the Bible – searching for supposed mistakes
and discrepancies.

 

But to me the greatest miracles that happen in my life happen
when I read the Word of God.

 


	I cannot say that every word I read in the Bible makes
sense

	Nor can I say that I understand everything in the
Bible



 

But nearly every day some portion of God’s Word springs to life
in my soul and know the Lord has spoken to me through it.

 

I have given the message this morning this title,

I Would Ye Knew

 

This passage expresses the heart of the preacher.

 


	It tells us what his drive in life is.

	It tells us what his work is all about



 

And Paul says, “I would that ye knew….”

 

One commentary expresses it like this; “I wish you
knew or fully understood.”[1]

 

I wished you understood

I. THE CONFLICT I HAVE FOR YOU

Vs 1

 

A. The Greek word for conflict

Is translated in other places in the New Testament as
“race” and
“contest.”

 

And what come to my mind is the old church picnics.

 

The people of the church would gather maybe at a park where they
would have


	Three legged races

	Wheel barrow races and

	Gunny sack races



 

Followed by a


	Pie eating contest



 

In other words, I can associate pleasant thoughts around a
contest and a race.



But the word is also translated
“fight.”

 

And I have to difficult time associating anything pleasant to
the words “conflict” and
“fight.”

 

I am of the opinion that God led the translators to use
“conflict” in this case rather than the
more pleasant, “contest.”

 

The people of God ought to know and understand that the man of
God does battle on their behalf.

 

For that matter, we all need to understand that the Christian
life is


	A conflict

	A battle

	A fight



 

We are soldiers of Jesus Christ and

 


	We are to endure hardness as good soldiers.[2]

	We are not to become entangled in the affairs of this
life[3] and

	We are to be sober and vigilant against our adversary
the devil[4]



 

The Apostle says he is in a great conflict for these people.

 

It is not only a conflict but

B. It is a great conflict

 

Once in a while you will hear people joke around about how good
a job the preacher has.

 

He only has to work about 3 or 4 hours a week. (When he is
preaching)

 

The truth of the matter is

 

1. It takes longer to prepare that message than you
might think – especially when you prepare several of them
a week.

 

 

2. It is more difficult than you might
think

There is a stress in preaching that does not exist in mere
public speaking.

 

Preaching is a literal battle.


	I am battling for the attention of the
congregation

	I am battling against the cares of the world that have
dominated the congregation all week

	I am battling for the souls of the congregation, whose
spiritual needs are diverse

	I am battling against the devil on behalf of the
congregation. He does not want them to grow through the
preaching



 

3. Preaching, in many respects is the easiest part of
the preacher’s week

I do conflict every single day of the week on behalf of two
separate entities

 

a. The people I know and pastor

There is prayer and concern for each of you.

 


	Those I know well, I know enough to be burdened for the
things you are burdened over

	Those I do not know well, I am burdened to develop a
relationship close enough that I can know your
burdens



 

b. The people I do not know yet who need a
pastor

One of the greatest conflicts I face is that I know there are so
many people who are


	Lost,

	Dying,

	Going to hell and

	Without a shepherd to show them the way



 

So that I find myself in a constant state of concern, striving
for a way to reach more and more people with the Gospel.

 

That is why we have


	Campaigns and

	Contests and

	Socials and

	Dinners and

	Guest preachers and

	Revivals and



Everything else we have here

 

There is always someone else


	Who needs to be saved

	Who needs to be baptized

	Who needs a pastor

	Who needs to unite with this church



 

The Apostle says, “I Would Ye Knew”

The conflict I have for you

 

And secondly, I would ye knew

II. THE COMFORT GOD WANTS IN YOU

Vs 2

 

There is a contrast here that is unique.

 

The Word of God says that the preacher is in conflict that his
people might have comfort.

 

But I want to focus on how they get the comfort;
“being knit together in love.”

 

Years ago a preacher taught me to pray that God would knit the
hearts of the people He wants in our church together with mine.

 

This is the passage that the practice comes from.

 

But I was amazed to learn this week that the phrase
“knit together” means, “to be forced or
driven together.”

 

The love that Christians have for the Lord “forces us” to love
other Christians

 

Listen to these verses:

I Jn 2:15

Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not
in him. (KJV)

 

I Jn 3:14

We know that we have passed from death unto life,
because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother
abideth in death. (KJV)

 

I Jn 4:7-8

Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of
God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth
God.

He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is
love. (KJV)

 

I Jn 4:12

No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one
another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in
us. (KJV)

 

I Jn 4:20

If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he
is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen,
how can he love God whom he hath not seen? (KJV)

 

I Jn 4:21

And this commandment have we from him, That he who
loveth God love his brother also. (KJV)

 

The Apostle Paul makes it sound like he faced the very same
conflict a preacher faces even today –


	To get the members of his church to love one
another

	To get them so their hearts are knit together in
love.

	To get them so they are driven away from the love of
the world and to love each other



 

It is almost a natural thing that happens:

 

First

A. We get saved and our love for the Lord begins to
grow.

 

B. As our love for the Lord grows, we find fewer and
fewer things in this world that we love

 

This causes us to withdraw from worldly things and people who
are not saved or who do not love the Lord begin to think we are
strange and want less and less to do with us.

 

Sometimes they actually begin to despise us.

 

C. This forces us to love those who love the
Lord.

Why might not have anything else in common

 


	We might come from all different parts of the
world

	We might have all sorts of different
interests

	We might have completely different
backgrounds



 

But our love for the Lord and the fact that we cannot love the
world “drives us to love one another.”

 

I would ye knew

The Conflict I have for you

The comfort God wants for you

 

Finally I would ye knew

III. THE CONSOLATION GOD OFFERS YOU

Vs 2

 

I want you to notice the word “riches.”

 

The scholars say that the word refers to a “super
abundance.”

 

There are people who are rich and then there are people who are
fabulously rich.

 

Everyone in America is rich by the standards of most third world
countries. But then there are people who are so rich they make the
rich in America look like poverty.

 

And I think that is how most Christians view Christianity.

 

We know we are “rich in Christ”

 

But we think of it sort of as a “relative richness”

 

Sure we know we are rich in Christ

But we wished we could be unquestionably rich – pouring over in
riches.

 

And the Apostle Paul says his conflict is to get you and me to
understand that is exactly how rich we are.

 

But here is the key to my whole message this morning.

 

You can’t realize those riches until your hearts are knit
together in love….

 

One of my commentaries says that the reason we should be united
in love

The reason why we should be driven away from the world and
forced together in the local church

 

The reason why the things of this world should mean less and
less to us and the things of God should mean more and more to us is
this

 

“If [we are) divided in affections, and split up into
factions, they could not hope to secure it [the riches].”[5]

 

Conclusion:

Paul says he is in a battle and he wished they all understood
that.

 

His is fighting so that those in the church will be forced
together in love.

 

And he is fighting for that because we can never experience the
blessings of Christ until we do love one another like that.

 

And this is the difference between those Christians who seem to
have real joy and victory in their life and those who really
struggle.

 


	The more we separate from this world and

	The more we become knit together in the
church

	The more we will realize how really blessed we
are



 

My whole battle then is this one thing

To “drive” people out of this world and force them to love one
another.

 

Because only then can they comprehend the blessings God has for
them.

 






[1] Barnes Notes on Colossians 2:1




[2] 2 Timothy 2:3




[3] 2 Timothy 2:4




[4] 1 Peter 5:8




[5] Barnes Notes on Colossians 2:2














Chapter 4 In
Him


Colossians 2:1-10  (vs 9)

 

I want to preach on the subject of Jesus Christ. 

 

What a wonderful Saviour Jesus is! 

 

Scripture says that He is

Equal with God, that He is

The express image of God, and

"He that hath seen Him hath seen the
Father"

 

 But there is more than that! 

As wonderful as all those statements are, some have taken them
to mean that Christ is LIKE God.

 

Or that Christ is A God

 

Eph 2:9 says "In Him [Christ] dwelleth all the
fulness of the Godhead bodily." 

 

Ø      Everything that God is, is
embodied in the person of Jesus Christ.

But even more than that:

Ø      Everything that the GODHEAD (the
Trinity) is, is embodied in the Person of Christ.

 

And that is what I want to preach about today.  I got to
thinking about that statement;

"In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily"

 

And the thought came to me:

 

—Every attribute of God,

—Every characteristic,

—Every good point

About God and any Person of the Trinity - the Godhead - is
wrapped up in the Person of Christ.

 

There are two heresies we must be careful of when we speak of
Christ:

 

1. The first is thinking that Christ is A GOD, a
lesser God than God the Father and God the Holy
Spirit. 

 

That is not true.

I do not understand how it could be, but I know from the Bible
that God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost are all
three completely God!

 

The Bible says that the word was both
WITH God and
WAS God.  John 1:1-3

 

That teaches us that God is more than One Person, but is also
Only One God.

 

1 John 5:7 says

There are three that bear record in heaven. 
The Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and theses three are
one.

 

See? 

God is more than one Person but is still only one God!

 

The first heresy is to believe that Christ is a lesser God than
God the Father.

 

2 The Second Heresy is to believe that Christ is all
three Persons of the Trinity.

Christ is not

—God the Father when He is in Heaven

—God the Son when He was on the earth, and

—God the Holy Spirit now that He lives in our hearts.

 

When Jesus was baptized, all three Persons of the Godhead were
there.  Matt 3:16-17

 

—Jesus was in the water, being Baptized

—The Holy Spirit descended like a dove and lighted upon
Christ

—And God the Father called out from heaven, "This is My
beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased!"

 

So I am not trying to teach this morning that

Christ IS God the Father or that

Christ IS the Holy Spirit.

 

I am trying to teach that Christ IS everything they
are

 

In Isaiah 9:6 it says of Christ,

"… His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
the mighty God, The Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace…
"

 

(Now that I've read this verse, it qualifies as a Christmas
message!)

 

In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily!

 

Everything that the Godhead is, is in Christ!

Now, to my outline -

 

I. ALL THE PLANS OF THE GODHEAD ARE IN THE
PERSON OF CHRIST. 

Everything God has planned rests upon Jesus Christ.

A.  God Planned Salvation Around Jesus
Christ

Gen 3:15

Way back in the Garden of Eden.

 

Adam and Eve hadn't even gotten to brush their teeth after
eating the forbidden fruit

 

Before God had predicted that He would send His Son to defeat
the effects of their sin!

 

Did you ever try to figure out what God would have done if
Christ had refused to die for our sins?

 

THERE IS NOTHING HE COULD HAVE DONE!

The only plan God had for saving us from our sins was for Christ
to come to this earth and pay for them Himself!

 

God's entire plan of salvation rested upon the Rock, Jesus
Christ!

 

B. God planned our Image Around Jesus
Christ.

Rom 8:29

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate
to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren.
(KJV)

 

That is God's plan for how we should all be.

 

Ø       We should act like
Jesus

Ø       We should think
like Jesus

Ø       We should even
look like Jesus when God gets it all done!

 

C. God Planned our Inheritance Around Jesus
Christ.

Rom 8:17

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we
may be also glorified together.
(KJV)

 

The Bible says of the Christians that we will rule and reign
with Christ

 

He is the Lord of lords and the King of kings

 

Ø       He is the Lord and
we will be the lords

Ø       He is the King and
we will be the kings

 

Our inheritance is that which belongs to Christ.

 

You see, all of the plans of the Godhead are in the Person of
Christ

 

II. ALL THE WISDOM OF THE GODHEAD IS IN THE
PERSON OF CHRIST. 

Prov 3:19

The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by
understanding hath he established the heavens.
(KJV)

 

The Scripture says here that God used wisdom to found the
earth.

 

Other places say He created the earth by His WORD - Jesus
Christ.

 

Jesus, and wisdom are the SAME!

 

When the Bible says to “get wisdom,” it could have as easily
said “get Jesus.”

 

‘CAUSE WHEN YOU HAVE Christ, YOU HAVE WISDOM!

 

The more like Christ you are, the more wisdom you will
possess.

 

Christ is all the Wisdom of the Godhead!

 

III. ALL THE LOVE OF THE GODHEAD IS IN THE
PERSON OF CHRIST. 

John 3:16

God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son …

 

What we know about the love of God we learn from His gift of
Christ. 

 

A. We know that God loved us "while we were yet
sinners"  Because Christ died for us.

 

 

B. And We know that God's Love is Sacrificial, because
He showed His love by giving Christ.

 

IV. ALL THE RESOURCES OF THE GODHEAD ARE IN THE
PERSON OF CHRIST.

Phil 4:19

But my God shall supply all your need according to
His riches in glory, by
Christ Jesus.

 

Scriptures say that God will supply our needs … by Christ
Jesus.

 

Ø       Christ is the One
who sends the Holy Ghost

Ø       Christ is the One
who administers what Spiritual gifts we have.

 

And according to Phil 4:19,

Christ is the One who provides for all our needs.

 

When we pray for a need,

Ø       God in the One who
has the resource

Ø       Christ is the One
who pays for it to give to us, and

Ø       The Holy Ghost is
the One who makes the gift work for us.

 

But the need is met BY JESUS CHRIST!

 

V. ALL THE FORGIVENESS OF THE GODHEAD IS IN THE
PERSON OF CHRIST.

1 John 2:1 KJV

My little children, these things write I unto you,
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

 

Another verse says that Christ is the mediator, the go between,
between God and man.

 

1Ti 2:5 

For there is one God, and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus;

 

Know what happens when a Christian sins?

 

As soon as the sin is committed, Christ is standing before God
the Father, covering his view of the sin, with His blood!

 

The Bible says that, because of Christ, our sins are
already forgiven by God - He cannot see them, nor can
He remember them.

 

Christ buries our sins in the deepest part of the sea.

 

He removes them as far as the East is from the West.

 

He is the reasons WHY God forgives!

 

VI. ALL THE POWER OF THE GODHEAD IS IN THE
PERSON OF CHRIST

Matthew 28:18 KJV

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

 

All power is given to Christ.

 

Ø       The power to
save

Ø       The power to heal
sin's diseases

Ø       The power to
change lives

Ø       The power to
control circumstances for our good

 

Romans 13:1 says "… their is no power but of
God … "

 

And Christ has all power!

 

In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily.

Ø      All the wisdom of the
Godhead

Ø      All the Love of the
Godhead

Ø      All the Plans of the
Godhead

Ø      All the resources of the
Godhead

Ø      All the forgiveness of
the Godhead, and

Ø      All the Power of the
Godhead

 

 

We could

Ø       Never love
Christ enough,

Ø       Never speak
about Him too often,

Ø       Never pray to
Him too much! 

 

He is Christ,

Ø       The
Saviour,

Ø       The Sinless
Son of God! 

In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily!

 

Do you know Christ as YOUR Saviour?

Are you sure He has forgiven you?

 

Christian, Is your relationship with Christ what it ought to
be?

 










Chapter 5
With Him


Colossians 2:9-15

 

The book of Colossians is one of my very favorite of the New
Testament because of the powerful things it says about Jesus
Christ.

 

For a taste let me show you some of them:

Col 1:15

Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn
of every creature: (KJV)

 

Col 1:18

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he
might have the preeminence. (KJV)

 

Col 2:3

In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge. (KJV)

 

Col 2:9

For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily. (KJV)

 

Col 3:1-4

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of
God.

Set your affection on things above, not on things on
the earth.

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in
God.

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then
shall ye also appear with him in glory. (KJV)

 

Colossians isn’t a very long book in the Bible.

But it makes much of Jesus Christ.

 

Maybe the high point on which all of the rest of what is said in
Colossians is located right here on Colossians 2:9-15.

 

And it is from this portion I would like to preach this
morning.

 

I found three times in these verses, the words “with Him.”

 

And it is to that phrase I would like to invite your
attention.

 

First the Bible says we are

I. BURIED WITH HIM

Vs 12

 

Now immediately when we read this verse

A. Our minds are taken to baptism.

“Buried with Him in baptism….”

 

The Bible is very clear that baptism is not necessary for
salvation:


	The thief on the cross was not baptized but was with
Jesus in paradise

	Baptism does not put away the filth of the flesh but is
an answer of a good conscience[1]



 

But on the other hand, I would not want to be the one who gives
a Christian reason to ignore baptism.

 

The Bible puts a lot of weight on it.

 


	Peter commanded the Centurion’s house to be
baptized

	The first thing that happened to those who were saved
on the day of Pentecost is that they were baptized.

	Paul found a group who were trusting in their baptism
and when they placed their trust instead on  Jesus Christ,
baptized them again.



 

The Bible says that the Pharisees rejected the counsel of God,
being not baptized of [John].

 

The Bible says

1 Cor 12:13

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and
have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
(KJV)

 

Did you noticed that there was no room for someone who is a
believer not to be baptized?

 

We are ALL baptized into one body.

 

The question is what is that baptism?


	Is it baptism by water into a local church?
or

	Is it baptism by the Spirit of God into a universal and
invisible body of Christ?



 

It has to be one or the other because there is only one baptism
taught in the Bible.

 

Eph 4:5

One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
(KJV)

 

There is no such thing as water baptism into the visible church
and Spirit baptism into the body of
Christ.

 

And if you take the position that the one baptism that is real
baptism is spirit baptism; then

 


	You have a problem with Peter who baptized in water
and

	You have a problem with Paul who baptized in
water



 

Not to mention John the Baptist and

The other Apostles who all baptized in water according to the
Gospels.

 

The fact is, a Christian is supposed to get baptized in water
into a church as soon after they are saved as is possible.

 

The longest time between salvation and baptism recorded in the
Bible is Paul. It was three days.

 

Every other recorded case in the Bible was the same day as they
got saved.

 

But the real lesson in Colossians is not baptism it is
burial.

B. Burial implies death

We have been buried with Christ because we are dead!

 

Romans 6:4 is similar to our passage in Colossians

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory
of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of
life. (KJV)

 

When you go on and read farther into Romans 6 you will find

Rom 6:11

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our
Lord. (KJV)

 

God’s word says that one of the great blessings of getting saved
is that we die.

 

Gal 2:20

I am crucified with Christ…. (KJV)

 

And there are a lot of blessings in being dead

 

1. A dead person has rest


	No more worries over bills

	No more struggles with neighbors

	No more climbing the social ladder



 

He gets to rest.

 


	Nothing worries him

	Nothing disturbs him



 

He just lays there – at rest

 

2. A dead person has no law

There are no rules for the one who is dead.

 

He can’t be expected to obey any laws anymore.

 


	You can write him a ticket

	You can threaten him with jail



He stays just as he is.

 

3. A dead person cannot sin

Rom 6:7

For he that is dead is freed from sin.
(KJV)

 

When we get saved we are

Crucified with Christ on the Cross and

Buried with Christ in our baptism

 


	And we can rest

	And we can stop trying to impress God with our good
deeds

	And we don’t have to sin any more.



 

Sin has no more dominion over us.

 

Colossians does not leave us in the grave though.

 

Notice secondly that we are

II. RISEN WITH HIM

Vs 12

 

As many blessings as there are in being dead…..

Anybody would rather be alive again!

 

God sees us as hidden in Jesus Christ and already risen,
resurrected with Him.

 

Gal 2:20

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me. (KJV)

 

We are

A. Risen to walk in newness of life.

Romans 6:4

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory
of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of
life. (KJV)

 

2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become
new. (KJV)

 

The old things are passed away.

 


	Old sins

	Old friends

	Old haunts

	Old habits



 

They are all to be mortified in Jesus Christ.

 

We are

B. Risen to serve with a newness of purpose

Eph 2:10

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk
in them. (KJV)

 

Now we live unto those good works.

 

We are to replace those old things with new things.


	Things that glorify God

	Things that honor the saints

	Things that lead others to be saved in
Christ



 

We are

C. Risen to live with a new spirit

Rom 8:1-2

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit.

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law of sin and death.
(KJV)

 

Rom 8:14

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they
are the sons of God. (KJV)

 

When we get saved, we have Someone else leading us.

 


	We are not led by the pressures of the
world

	We are not led by the circumstances of our
environment



 

We are led by the very Spirit of God

 

Do we always do what the Spirit of God tells us to do? No.

Gal 5:16-17

This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall
not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the
other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.
(KJV)

 

When we get saved


	Our soul is redeemed and

	Our spirit is quickened



 

But our body – the flesh; is still waiting for its promised
redemption in the last day.

 

And


	It fights the spirit.

	It resists what is right and sometimes



It wins the struggle

 

Nevertheless God only sees those of us who are truly saved
as

Buried with Christ

Risen with Christ and

 

Finally

III. QUICKENED TOGETHER WITH HIM

Vs 13

 

I am not going to take tons of time with this one but to say He
has

 

“…forgiven you all trespasses…”

 

A. Forgiven

“In kindness, to pardon”

 

B. All


	The whole

	As many as

	Every one



 

C. Trespasses


	Every sin

	Every offense

	Every error

	Every fault

	Every fall



 

Conclusion:

Who we happen to be with can tell a lot about us.

 


	If we are with famous people, our name will get
known

	If we are with powerful people, we may have influence
in the world

	If we are with a strong person, we would feel
safe



 

The Bible says of those who are Christians that we are “with
Him.”

 


	Buried with Him

	Risen with Him and then

	Quickened together with Him



 

My question to you this morning is, “do you know you are with
Him?”

 


	Are you sure you have been crucified with Christ and
God no longer hold you accountable for your sins?

	Are you sure you have been risen with Christ and God
sees you as a new creature? And

	Are you sure you have been quickened together with
Christ and God has forgiven all your trespasses and
sins?



 






[1] 1 Peter 3:21














Chapter 6
Dying In Christ


Colossians 3:1-3

 

I am not going to speak specifically upon a mother's day theme,
although I do believe the topic I am going to preach on is
appropriate today because motherhood illustrates the truth so very
well.

 

I have been preaching a series of messages on life and relating
it to spiritual things.

 

We have talked about the


	new birth

	Growing up

	Facing life's struggles

	working, and

	reproducing ourselves.



 

I want to speak about the last face of life on this earth,
death, and use that, to make a spiritual application.

 

Just as death is a part of life on this planet.

 

Spiritual death is an absolute must for spiritual life!

 

The greatest happiness we will ever face on this planet is that
when we die to our own will and whims and give them over to the
desires of another!

 

A mother demonstrates that on a daily basis as she gives her
life, for the sake of her children!

 

I just spoke with a mother this week who told me that she had at
one time wanted to be a Certified Public Accountant and had begun
school  with that in mind.

 

I asked her why she had not gone ahead with that and she said,
quote, "I had a baby!"

 

She gave up a career goal for the sake of children!

 

And I can guarantee you, SHE IS NOT UNHAPPY SHE DID IT!

 

There is a truth that can be demonstrated in many ways, that the
best and happiest life is the one that is given for the sake of
others!

 

In battle, soldiers have told me that the way they survived
emotionally was to count themselves as already dead!

 

I worked with a man named Jack in Walla Walla many years
ago.

Jack was a marine sniper. He and one other man would be assigned
to sneak into North Vietnam and shoot just one man.

 

I asked Jack how he found the courage to do that and his answer
was, "After a month or so, you have seen so many people die, you
come to accept that you will die too, and then, it does not bother
you!"

 

An Independant Baptist Pastor down in Kansas was a bomber pilot
over Germany in WWII. He said that many of the pilots were lost,
not through being shot down, but to emontional and mental
breakdowns!

 

The pressure of flying towards a target, with bullets and
antiaircraft guns shooting at you was more than some of them could
handle.

 

Then he said that those who did successfully do it, Did it the
same way… .

THEY  FIGURED THEY WERE ALREADY DEAD BEFORE THEY
TOOK OFF FROM THE RUNWAY! If you didn't expect to come back alive,
YOU WERE ALWAYS HAPPY WHEN YOU DID!

 

Marriage is another illustration of this truth that the happiest
life is a life that is dead to a greater cause.

 

A man can live his life as his own being. But he is not whole
without a wife!

In order for a man to be complete, he has to sacrifice his own
individuality to the greater cause of marriage!

 

And then, after he is married, if he will give himself up for
his wife, (and she for him) they will have the happiest of all
human relationships!

 

Jesus illustrated the value of death to a greater cause than
yourself in

John 12:24

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of
wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it
die, it bringeth forth much fruit. (KJV)

 

A kernel of corn has a very limited potentiel when left to
itself.

 

But if that kernel of corn is sacrificed, instead of losing its
life, it actually finds abundant life through the multitude of
kernals that grow out of it!

 

Now, although it can be demonstrared that a woman is happiest
when she gives her life for her children

And a man is happiest when he gives his life for his wife

And a kernal of corn is happiest when it gives its life for the
whole ear.

 

There is a far greater cause than any of these, and one that,
when our lives are given to it, produce an even greater result!

 

And that is, WHEN WE DIE TO CHRIST!

Or, in other words, when we give our lives for the purpose of
Jesus Christ.

 

Let me make three points about dying to Christ:

The first is;

I. DIE TO SIN.

Rom 6:11

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be
dead indeed unto
sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(KJV)

Let me give an interesting contrast from the Bible:

 

The Bible says that before we get saved we are

DEAD IN SIN.

 

That means, even though we are still alive on this planet, god
considers us as dead!

 

We are spiritually dead. We have no relationship with him.

 

And we are eternally dead. Because we will one day be separated
from God forever in hell.

 

When God looks at the lost person, all he can see is their
sins!

 

Those sins make a wall between the lost man and God so he cannot
hear their prayers, nor can he acknowledge their good

 

The Bible says that before we get saved, even our righteousness
is like filthy rags before Him!

 

But when we get saved, instead of being dead in sins, we are
dead to sins!

 

Now, sin has no power over us!

 

While we Christians do commit sins, we do not have to commit
sins. Sin is no longer our Master, and we have a way of escape!

 

But although Romans 6 says we are dead to sin already when we
get saved, it tells us to "Reckon ourselves to be dead indeed to
sin, but alive unto God!"

 

In order for us to quit our sins, WE HAVE TO FIGURE WE ARE AS
DEAD TO SINS AS GOD SAYS WE ARE!

 

Here is the process that has to take place before we actually
quit committing a sin:

 

1. "I do not want the sin in me!"

I cannot overcome any sin until I decide I don't want to commit
that sin!

 

People come to me for counselling fairly regularly.

 

Many times, they are there because they have been told they
should change something in their life.

 

They come and in effect say to me:

"I like what I am doing!

I do not want to quit what I am doing!

But I am supposed to quit what I am doing!

So help me quit what I am doing!"

 

And to be frank, A PERSON WHO DOES NOT WANT TO QUIT SIN, NEVER
WILL QUIT SIN!

 

God has to convince us that what we are doing is sin

SO WE DON'T WANT THE SIN ANY MORE!

 

Phase 2;

2. I hate the sin in me!

There are a lot of things I do that I do not want to do.

 

Just because I do not want to do them, does not mean I will not
do them!

 

Isn't that true?

 

Don't all of you do things that you do not want to do?

 

Before we actually quit a sin, We have to develop an hatred for
it!

 

This is what we talk about when we talk about hating sin.

 

I do not hate anybody!

 

There is not a person on this earth who I could not have as a
close personal friend. I have no hatred toward any human being, no
matter how much I hate what they do!

 

But I find that I have enough in me to hate, I DON'T EVEN SPEND
MUCH TIME HATING WHAT OTHERS ARE DOING!

 

When I have a sin in my life that I don't want to do anymore,
and that sin hangs on and is hard to quit even though I want to
quit it,

 

PRETTY SOON I HATE THAT SIN!

 

I hate it for what it does to me!

 

And I hate it for being so hard to quit!

 

But there is still another step before we actually quit that
sin;

 

3. "I cannot do this sin!"

This is where you are finally dead to the sin!

 

Dead people cannot sin!

 

The happiest people in this planet are those who are dead to
sin! Those who have conquered their sins..

 

Not through AA or some other human program, But by giving up
their lives to Christ, AND COMING TO THE PLACE THAT FOR CHRIST'S
SAKE, THEY JUST CAN'T COMMIT THOSE SINS!

 

Not only does dying to Christ involve dying to sin

it includes;

II. DYING TO SELF

Mark 8:35-37

For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but
whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the
same shall save it.

For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul?

Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
(KJV)

 

All four of the Gospels include something similar to these
words.

 

Jesus taught that when we grab hold of our life and use it for
our own goals and purposes, we really lose that life!

 

But when we give up our life for a better purpose, that is when
we really find it!

 

I was thinking about the different things we can do with our
lives:

 

1. We can ruin our lives!

 

Through drugs and other things we can make our lives so useless
that they are almost worthless!

 

2. We can waste our lives.

 

By spending it up in empty things!

 

3. We can use our lives.

 

By working for good causes.

 

4. Or we can give our lives.

 

By choosing to put ourselves in the Lord's hands and allow Him
to use us His way!

 

The life given to Christ has the greatest use

The greatest results and

the greatest happiness in the end

 

Die to sin

Die to self

 

And lastly

III. DIE FOR THE SAVIOUR

Gal 2:20

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me. (KJV)

 

I have died!

 

But I still live!

 

Now, it is not me, but it is Christ living in me!

 

How close can you come to that?

 

The life that has died for the Saviour says:

1. His will - not mine!

 

There are at least two different plans for your life;

 

One you have made, and one Christ has made!

 

We have not trully died for Christ until we can say

 

His will be done, not mine!

 

2. His glory - not mine!

Even in religion, it is possible to to the right things so WE
GET THE GLORY!

 

The person who has died for Christ seeks

 

His glory, not mine!

 

3. His Reward - not mine.

The Bible says when we become Christians we become joint heirs
with Christ.

 










Chapter 7
Making Christ Your Life


Colossians 3:1-4

 

Take note of these words in vs 4; “Christ, who is
our life.”

 

Now that is an AMAZING statement!

 

The Bible says that

In Him was life (John 1:4)

 

The Bible says that Jesus is

“The way the truth and the Life… :
(John 14:6)

 

But here the Bible says that Christ is

OUR LIFE!

 

Let me caution you:

We can’t make a blanket statement that Christ is the life of
every man.

 

It is not true that all men and women have Christ’s life.

 

And it may not be true of all of us in this room.

 

This morning I want to speak on the subject;

MAKING CHRIST YOUR LIFE

 

First

I. IT BEGINS WITH SALVATION

 

We cannot say that the unsaved person has Christ’s life.

 

This is evident by knowing what salvation is.

 

Christ gives two passages that help with this point.

 

1. John 1:12

But as many as received him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his
name: (KJV)

 

He mentions “believing on His name.”

 

In order to be saved, believing faith must be employed.

 

Believing you need to be saved and believing Christ can save
you.

 

But notice he also mentions

“Receiving Him”

 

a. You believe you need to be
saved

 

Why?  Because you are a sinner.

 

God clearly says our sins have separated us from God

Isaiah 59:2

 

We cannot go to heaven when we die because of sin.

 

Rom 3:23

“All have sinned and come short of the glory of God” 

 

Our sin makes it so we can’t reach heaven.

 

The Bible also makes it abundantly clear that if we don’t go to
heaven when we die we will go to hell and the Lake of Fire.

 

Rev 20:15

And whosoever was not found written in the Book of Life was cast
into the Lake of Fire

 

If we believe that, we must believe we need to be saved.

b. That you believe Christ can save
you.

 

Rom 5:8

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
(KJV)

 

Rom 6:23

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord. (KJV)

 

Jesus suffered death on the cross, was buried and rose again so
you and I could be saved.

 

If you believe those two things the final step to salvation
is

c. Receive Christ as you Saviour!

Now the person who is not saved HAS NEVER RECEIVED CHRIST

 

He therefore cannot have Christ’s life.

 

2. Revelation 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will
sup with him, and he with me. (KJV)

 

Since the Bible says specifically that God is not willing
that any should perish but that all should come to repentance,
(2 Peter 3:9)

 

I believe that Christ is continually knocking at the heart of
the unsaved asking for permission to come in and to save them.

 

How can you claim Christ is you life if you have never invited
Him in?

 

So I say again,

Salvation is where making Christ you life begins.

 

3. Are you Saved this Morning?

 

If you are there is something I can guarantee:

 

There was a time in your life when you chose to get saved.

 

You chose to receive Christ

You chose to invite Him into your heart.

 

And you know you did it!

 

Today you might be here having never done that.

 

And you would like to know how.

 

It is simple

Romans 10:13 says

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved.

 

All you need to do is call upon Christ in prayer and ask
Him to save you!

 

Jesus promises “Those that come unto me I will in no wise cast
out!”

 

If you ask He will save you!

 

At the end of this message I will give you a chance to come and
have someone who knows how help you to pray and get saved.

 

But you should get saved TODAY

 

Secondly, after salvation

II. GOD GIVES YOU THE POSITION

Of having Christ as your life.

 

By position I mean God simply decrees -

You have Christ’s life.

 

Look at some of the statements in Colossians 3:1-3

 

1. You are dead

vs 3

That is quite a statement to make!

 

God says I am dead, yet I am breathing, moving and thinking.

 

What does it mean?

 

The moment I got saved God considered the sinful me dead.

 

God does not recognize that part of me any more.

 

As far as God is concerned I am dead.

 

My sin is paid for.

 

I am dead.

 

The Bible even goes so far as to tell me that I should think of
myself as dead.

 

Rom 6:11

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our
Lord. (KJV)

 

This is why Paul said in Galatians 2:20,

I am crucified with Christ… .

 

He figured that he died on the cross with Jesus!

Paul also said

I die daily… .

 

By that meaning that every day he woke up and said to
himself,

“Now remember, you are crucified with Christ.  Christ
died for you on the cross.  Now you die for Him today so He
can live through you!”

 

2. You are “risen with Christ.”

vs 3

 

At least you are if you are saved!

 

Remember Paul said

I am crucified with Christ?

 

Now he says

I am risen with Christ.

 

As far as God is concerned,

You died with Christ on the cross when you got saved

 

But you also rose with Christ when He resurrected!

 

You now have NEW LIFE!

 

The old one is dead

 

And a new one is yours!

 

This new life is free from sin.

So God can let you in to heaven.

 

It is also free from the wages of sin which is death, so it is a
life that will last eternally.

 

Right away someone is thinking,

“Preacher, are you saying that when I get saved I will never sin
again?”

 

No I am not.

 

But I am saying that once you are saved your sins have been paid
for so that God no longer sees them.

 

“Then” someone else asks, “Are you saying that after I get saved
I can sin all I want?”

 

No I am not!

 

If you are saved YOU WON’T WANT TO SIN!

 

Oh, you will mess up and sin. Sometimes you will give in to
sin.

 

Other sins are compulsive and you will have a struggle to quit
the thing.

 

But the saved individual does not want to sin!

 

Praise God when He does sin he knows it has already been dealt
with on the cross.

 

This leads me to my third point

 

We are trying to make Christ our life.

 

It begins with salvation

At which time it become our position

 

Now we want to make

III. A PERSONAL APPLICATION

Col 3:1-2

 

If ye then be risen with Christ

 

“seek those things which are above… ”

“set you affections on things above… .”

 

 

Here is the idea

 

If you are saved;

If your position is “risen with Christ.”

 

Then do something about it!

 

Use you position,

your new life FOR CHRIST.

 

You are, as far as God is concerned, dead to sin and alive to
God.

 

NOW LIVE LIKE IT!

 

Let me say it one more way;

Since God looks down and says you have the life of Christ;

 

Christian, Why don’t you choose to let Christ live through
you?

 

Why don’t you dedicate your life to Christ?

 

Why don’t you give yourself to Him?

 

What are some marks of the Christian who lets Christ live
through him?

 

1. His first concern is God’s glory

1 Cor 10:32

 

No matter what He does or where he goes

HE WANTS TO SEE CHRIST GLORIFIED AND GOD PLEASED.

 

So much of today is the “me first” attitude.

 

It has crept in to Christianity too.

 

Christians don’t want to do what pleases God, they want to
please themselves.

 

The one who has genuinely dedicated his life to Christ seeks to
please God first even if it doesn’t seem to please himself.

 

2. Their lives are centered around Christian
things

 

That does not mean they can’t do non Christian things as
well.

Just that their Christian obligations and responsibilities come
first.

 

They are


	Committed to church

	Committed to witnessing

	Committed to tithing

	Committed to prayer

	Committed to Bible Study



 

Those thing come first!

 

If time only permits one option THEY CHOOSE THE CHRISTIAN
CHOICE!

 

There used to be a phrase many people lived by,

“NO BIBLE, NO BREAKFAST!”

 

The gist was, if you didn’t have time to read the Bible and eat
breakfast before beginning the day, YOU SKIPPED BREAKFAST AND READ
THE BIBLE!

 

Of course, this motivated a lot of people to get up early enough
to do both!

 

Of course you have got to be careful here.

 

It is possible to do all the right things and not be dedicated
to Christ.

 

Many people do right so people will praise them.

 

That is not making Christ your life.

 

But it is not possible to be dedicated to Christ if you don’t do
all you know to do right.

 

If Christ is your life your life will be centered around
Christ.

 

3. His thoughts are towards Christ

2 Cor 10:5

 

This isn’t easy to do in today’s society.

 

You watch T.V. and it leads your thoughts away from Christ.

 

You see how people dress and it leads your thoughts away from
Christ.

 

Actually you and I are taught NO TO PREOCCUPY OURSELVES WITH
RELIGIOUS STUFF!

 

But the dedicated Christian captures his thoughts - forces
himself to think as Christ would have him to think.

 

Conclusion:

Why would a person want to make Christ your life?

 

1. To receive eternal life.

Nothing in this world is worth having if it only ends with death
and hell.  Life begins by securing eternal life.

 

2. To receive abundant life

Christ said he came to give abundant life.  The life
dedicated to Christ is rich and full.  It is not always easy,
but it is always abundant!

 

Before I was saved I always needed something new to give me a
thrill.

 

Living for Christ for these passed 10 years, I mean it when I
say THIS IS LIVING!

 

Is Christ Your Life?

 

 

 










Chapter 8
The Place Where Christ Is All


Colossians 3:1-14

 

The book of Colossians is one of my favorite in the New
Testament because it makes much of Jesus Christ.

 

One of my favorite phrases in Colossians is

Colossians 3:11

….but Christ is all and in all.”

 

Will you notice, though, how the verse begins,

Col 3:11

Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision
nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ
is all, and in all. (KJV)

 


	There is a place where

	There is neither Greek nor Jew





	There is a place where

	There is neither circumcision or
uncircumcision





	There is a place where

	There is neither barbarian or Scythian





	There is a place where

	There is neither bond nor free







 

There is a place where; Christ is all

 

The Place Where Christ Is All

 

It would not be too difficult to attach this place to some of
the first passages of the chapter.

 

The Bible tells us to seek those things “… where
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.”

 

But as I began to consider this passage, it seems to me that
what the Bible is saying is since we are


	Hidden with Christ in God and since we will one
day

	Appear with Him in glory



Then the Bible tells us that there is another place; a place
where Christ is all and in all

 

Right now.

 

I want to preach on that place

 

It is first of all

I. A PLACE WHERE OUR MEMBERS ARE
MORTIFIED

Vs 5-9

 

The place where Christ is all and in all if first of all a place
where we mortify


	Or deaden

	Or subdue



 

Christ could never be all in our lives if we allow the deeds of
our flesh to reign in our bodies.

 

So the only way for me to reach that happy place where Christ is
all and in all

 

Is for me, through faith, to mortify my members here on
earth.

 

Of course the members of our body are things like arms and legs
and ears and noses.

 

And in a real sense we need to mortify or subdue them too.


	I need to mortify my arms so they do not do the work of
wickedness

	I need to mortify my feet so they do not go into places
where I will be tempted into sin

	I need to mortify my ears so I do not hear music, or
doctrines, that are contrary to God’s Word

	I need to mortify my eyes so I do not see forms of
entertainment that will stir up sin



 

But the Bible gets more specific than that and lists one deed
after the other.

 

I like to divide these into three classes. They are not in any
particular order but they are:

A. Sexual sins (vs 5)


	Fornication,

	Inordinate affections and

	Evil concupiscence



 

B. Social sins (vs 8)


	Anger

	Wrath

	Malice

	Filthy Communication

	Lying (vs 9



 

C. Spiritual sins


	Covetousness (idolatry). Idolatry is often called 
a form of spiritual adultery in the Old Testament

	Blasphemy



 

Sin has a way of casting a rope around us.

We become under its bondage.

 

The place where Christ is all is a place where those bonds are
broken.

 

It is a place where our members are mortified

 

It is secondly

II. A PLACE WHERE OUR BACKGROUNDS ARE
MINIMIZED

Vs 10-11

 

God says to put off the “old man” with his deeds and

Put on a new man who is after the image of Christ who created
us.

 

If we are all in the image of Jesus Christ

 

Then nothing else about us has any significance.

 

It should not matter


	What we do for a living

	How much money we earn on the job

	If we are employers or employees



 

It should not matter


	What language we speak

	What color our skin is

	What is our spiritual background



 

It should not matter


	If we have a great education

	If we are blue collar workers



 

A place where Christ is all is a place that makes very little of
these things of the flesh.

 

A place where Christ is all minimizes the persons and elevates
the Saviour.

 

A place where Christ is all puts the focus on Jesus Christ to
the place that the congregation gets obscured.

 


	People who want to be noticed

	People who want to be praised

	People who want to have the power



Won’t want to be in a place where Christ is all and in all.

 

A place where Christ is all is a place where our members are
mortified

A place where Christ is all is a place where our backgrounds are
minimized

 

It is thirdly

III. A PLACE WHERE OUR PRIORITIES ARE
MERCIFUL

Vs 12-14

 

I am using the phrase bowels of mercies as my centerpiece.

 

But look at what it says of the Christian who has put on the new
man

 

A. His character

He is holy and beloved

 

 B. His demeanor

Kind and humble of mind

 

C. His behaviour

Forbearing and forgiving

 

That place where Christ is all is a place where Christians in
honor prefer one another.

Romans 12:10

 

It is a place where unity among the saints in the church is more
important than getting our way and getting even.

 

That place where Christ is all and in all is a place where
Christians esteem others better than themselves.

Philippians 2:3

 

Conclusion

The Bible tells us to seek things that are above.

 

And I am looking so forward to the day I am in that place that
is above, where Christ sits at the right hand of God.

 

But until the day the Lord calls me there; I have another place
I want to stay.

 

It is the place where Christ is all and in all

A place where our members are mortified

A place where our backgrounds are minimized and

A Place where our priorities are merciful

 

 










Chapter 9 If
Ye Then


Colossians 3:1-2

 

I want to turn our minds upon our affections attentions and
activities for the next year and into the eternal future.

 

I get my title from verse one and the words: If ye then
be risen with Christ.

 

As Christians today:

What are you seeking?

Where is your heart?

 

As your pastor my goal and desire would be to help you get these
areas of your life on a fully heavenly plane.

 

Let me speak first about

I. AFFECTIONS

 

The Apostle says: “Set your affections on things above, not
on things on the earth.”

 

When I think of affections I think of the word, “love.”

 

A. Our loves should become for heavenly things not
earthly things.

I John 2:15

Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not
in him. (KJV)

 

We must be very careful about how much affection we give to this
world and its things.

 

One of the world’s things that can be a real problem is
money.

 

1 Timothy 6:10 says, “the love of money is the root
of all evil.”

 

Notice that money itself isn’t evil, but the love of money.

 

Most things in this world are not evil in themselves, but if we
allow ourselves to love them – if we set our affections upon them,
they become idols; false gods and drive us away from the true and
living God.

 

I think of 2 Timothy 4:10

For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this
present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to
Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. (KJV)

 

Be careful not to put your love into this world.

 

So we don’t set our affections on things of this earth—

B. What do we set our affections upon?

 

1. Upon our God and Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ

Look at Matt 22:37-38

Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind.

This is the first and great
commandment. (KJV)

 

If there is anything that I could lead you to in this next
decade as we await our Lord’s return I would lead you to love the
Lord.

 

If there is anything of which I am certain I am certain we
cannot love Christ too much.

 

2. Love our neighbors as ourselves

Matt 22:39

And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. (KJV)

 

Love fellow Christians.

 

Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica and said

1Thes 3:12

And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love
one toward another, ….: (KJV)

 

I doubt that we could over emphasize this area of brotherly
love.

 

Phil 2:4

Look not every man on his own things, but every man
also on the things of others. (KJV)

 

I think of Romans 12:10

Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly
love; in honour preferring one another; (KJV)

 

As a matter of fact brotherly love is so important that it is
used as a test of salvation

I Jn 3:14

We know that we have passed from death unto life,
because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother
abideth in death. (KJV)

 

Beloved I would like to challenge you to increase and abound in
your love for each other.

 

When you are here at the church make it a point to say hello to
as many people as possible.

 

Ø       Get to know each
other’s names,

Ø       Ask each other
over to your homes so you know where each one lives

Ø       Pray for each
other on your birthdays and anniversaries

 

Love one another!

 

Remember, love is a decision to put someone else above
yourself.

 

You don’t even have to like someone to love them. But you do
have to decide to love one another.

 

Now to take loving our neighbor another step

3. We should love the lost

The unsaved.

People we meet every day

Ø       On the
streets

Ø       In the
market

Ø       At our
work

And people we have never met, in a different

Ø       City

Ø       Country
or

Ø      
Continent

 

1Thes 3:12

And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love
one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward
you: (KJV)

 

You see we are to love not only one another but we are
responsible to love all men.

 

And this love toward the lost will be manifested in our efforts
to rescue them from hell.

 

Jude 1:22-23

And of some have compassion, making a
difference:

And others save with fear, pulling them out of the
fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.
(KJV)

 

Love them enough to be a part of rescue efforts

Ø       In witnessing to
those you can personally

Ø       In praying for
people to get saved

Ø       In paying for
those who spend their lives to tell them

 

Set your affections on things above.

 

But along with that

II. SET YOUR ATTENTION THERE TOO

1 Tim 4:13

Till I come, give attendance to reading, to
exhortation, to doctrine. (KJV)

 

You know as well as I do that

A. It would be easy to allow this world to get too much
of our attention.

 

1. Almost every one these days recognizes the danger of
watching too much TV.

 

I get a kick out of it.

 

Even the TV advertises against watching too much TV

 

Actors come on commercials urging us to read to our
children.

 

Besides all of the other dangers

TV takes our attention from important things, for too much
time.

 

One single football game can last more than 2 hours.

 

Other things can take our attention away from good and godly
things as well:

2. The wrong types of books

 

3. Hunting and fishing

This year Pastor Wheeler in Corvalis made a deal with one of his
head men.  If he wouldn’t hunt on Sundays the pastor would
pray that he got his quota of animals.

 

He didn’t miss church to hunt

Ø       Pastor Wheeler
prayed for him to get his kills and

Ø       All five people in
this man’s hunting party got animals.

 

4. There are some good causes that can take our
attention away from the proper places as well.

 

We must be careful in getting to caught up in outside interests
that we have little or no time to give attention to what
matters.

 

B. Where should our attention be?

 

1. On our families

It is a misconception that to devote yourself to God means to
deny your family.

 

The family is under great stress and attack today.

 

Don’t neglect your family.

 

Husbands and wives: Make your relationship with
each other a priority.

 

Ø       Talk to each
other

Ø       Go on
dates

Ø       Keep the flame of
love well fed and fanned

 

And those kids

Woe be to a generation that has left the kids to raise
themselves or to be raised by a babysitter.

 

We are seeing a day when parents are the least influential
people in their own children’s world.

 

Ø       When the kids are
young both parents work so the kids are at the
babysitters.

Ø       They get to school
and are influenced by teachers who have been trained not to love
God

Ø       Then the kid’s
friends create peer pressure to deny Christian values.
And

Ø       When they come
home the TV is on and no one talks until bedtime.

 

Parents, give attention to those kids.

 

Determine to make a godly impact upon their lives.

 

Give attention

2. To church

I am not saying this because I pastor the church and want your
attention.

 

I am saying this because the church is the institution created
by God whereby we serve Him.

 

By giving attention to church you are giving attention to the
things of God.

 

Give attention

By attending

Don’t allow yourselves to get so busy with other programs that
you have no time for church.

 

Those things that would keep you from church are things that are
vying to steal your attention from God.

 

Give attention

By supporting

Do you believe that the work the church is involved in is the
most important thing in the world?

 

If it is then it is worth supporting.

 

In our world you can give to many types of causes

Ø       World
peace

Ø      
Health

Ø      
Conservation

Ø      
Humanitarian

 

But none of them will last any longer than this world lasts.

 

By supporting God’s church you not only influence today and the
future of this world, you influence eternity.

 

Give attention

By laboring

Get involved in the church

Come to me and let me place you in a ministry so that you have a
part in this work of God.

 

This work IS the work of God.

 

Give attention

By praying

1 Thess 5:17

Pray without ceasing

 

Mrs Burgher this week got a letter from the Daily Bread.

Normally I would support what they say but this letter indicated
that you could pray too much.

 

I’ll take exception to that – thank you!

 

Over and over again we are told to pray;

 

1 Tim 2:1

I exhort therefore, that, first of all,
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be
made for all men; (KJV)

 

Acts 6:4

But we will give ourselves continually to prayer,
and to the ministry of the word. (KJV)

 

Matt 7:7

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:
(KJV)

 

That means

Ø       Ask and keep on
asking

Ø       Seek and keep on
seeking

Ø       Knock and keep on
knocking

 

Give attention

By Reading your Bible

2 Tim 2:15

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth. (KJV)

 

Everything we are and have as Christians is based upon this
book

 

It is imperative that we spend great quantities of time learning
its lessons.

 

The devil knows that and so for centuries he has tried to keep
God’s Word from people.

 

He has made it illegal for common people to own a Bible in the
past because he knew that a people without God’s Word are a people
in darkness.

 

His present tactic I think has worked better than his past
tactics.

He now has it so almost everyone has a Bible but very few ever
read the Bible.

 

And they are still in darkness

 

Finally set your

III. ACTIVITIES ON THINGS ABOVE

When I think about activities I think about those things we put
energy into.

 

1 Cor 10:31

Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye
do, do all to the glory of God. (KJV)

 

Glorify God

A. Spiritually

Ø       By serving God in
the church

Ø       By
soulwinning

Ø       By praying
and

Ø       By telling God’s
Word

 

Glorify God

B. Socially

By making all of your social functions ones that please Him.

 

You know that the church should be your social center?

 

Participate in our church activities as well as our church
services.

 

Glorify God

C. Mentally

By only reading godly books.

 

By watching to be sure what you see ought to be seen.

And by listening to godly things

 

Phil 4:8

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and
if there be any praise, think on these things.
(KJV)

 

Glorify God

D. Politically

It is unfashionable to voice political opinions from the pulpit
these days.

 

But every one of your secular interests tries to influence your
voting.

 

The school

The unions

 

My only question is, which of these does it matter that you
please; God or the unions?

 

Vote what is godly not what is beneficial to labor or to some
other cause you are interested in.

 

Glorify God

E. Economically

You can work because God gave you the health to work.

 

Do your work to please God and use your earnings to do the
same.

 

If ye then be risen with Christ,

Ø       Set your
affections

Ø       Set your
attentions and

Ø       Set your
activities

On things above.

 










Chapter 10
Who Is Our Life






Colossians 3:4

 

 

I want to read something to you that is actually a commentary on
another portion of the Bible, but it speaks to the subject I want
to begin this morning's message with

 

Commenting on 1 Kings 18 and a man named Obadiah, the governor
of wicked king Ahab's house, but a man that the Bible says "feared
God greatly" Scofield's Bible Notes says,

 

"….Obadiah is a warning type of the men of God who adhere to the
world while still seeking to serve God. The secret of the Lord, and
the power of the Lord were with Elijah, the separated servant.
"

 

Obadiah did fear the Lord. But he feared King Ahab more.

Obadiah did try to serve the Lord. But his service was always
stymied by his attachment to the king.

 

Elijah, on the other hand, had nothing of this world. But the
power of God was all over him.

 

I use that to introduce us to what I consider to be one of the
most startling truths in the Bible.

 

It is a truth that most Christians will acknowledge, but very
few will ever really get hold of.

 

And it is the reason most Christians never have peace in their
lives or with God.

 

I will begin with

I. A DOCTRINE

Christ…. is our life

 

The word means "time."

 

And it means this very shocking thing - the time I have on this
earth belongs to Him and not to me.

 

Christ is the life of the Christian in several different
respects:

A. He gives us very life

John 1:1-4 KJV

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.

The same was in the beginning with
God.

All things were made by him; and without him was not
any thing made that was made.

In him was life; and the life was the light of
men.

 

Without the Lord, man is nothing but a lump of dirt.

 

It was God, and I believe the Person of Jesus Christ, who
breathed into that still form, the breath of life…

Genesis 2:7 KJV

And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul.

 

More importantly for the Christian

B. He gives us eternal life

Romans 6:23 KJV

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

 

Notice three things from this verse:

1. Eternal life is a gift

It is not something we earn, something we pay for, something we
deserve.

 

It is a gift from God through the death burial and resurrection
of Jesus Christ

 

It is the most cherished gift a man may ever receive.

 

2. It is eternal life

I will never forget hearing Rod Hockley answer at his ordination
the question, "How long is eternal?"

 

He said, "It's a long time!"

 

Eternal is without end.

The person who possesses it, Jesus said shall never
perish.[1]

 

3. But some do perish

 

Because the Bible says the wages of sin is
death.

 

A man without Christ is "condemned already" and will certainly
perish for his sins.

 

But by simply receiving this gift of eternal life, that same
person will never perish.

 

Christ is our life in the sense that

C. He gives us purpose for life

Colossian 3:3

 

If our life is hid with Christ in God then all that should be
seen in our life (the time we spend now) is Christ.

 

In fact, the Christian is to reckon that any life other than
Christ's life is dead.

Romans 6:11 KJV

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

 

Galatians 2:20 KJV

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me.

 

This is both shocking and life changing

 

If you are saved, your old life is dead.

Only Jesus Christ has a right to live in your now.

 

If it were true that Christ alone lived in you and me - there
would be no struggles among the Christians.

 

The Bible does tell me that the old life wrestles with the new
life of Christ and that accounts for the problems in
Christians.

 

But that does not excuse us.

 

Our time on this earth (all of our time on this earth) belongs
to Jesus Christ.

He is our life.

 

Notice with now

II. A PROMISE

Christ …shall appear

 

This is a promise.

 


	It is not mere fiction.

	It is not the fantasy of the Christian.



 

It is the blessed hope and the one event that is to motivate and
fix the Christian's attention. Christ shall appear.

 

It offers both comfort and
warning

A. A promise of warning

When our boys were growing up I wanted to teach them that Anita
and I were a team.

 

My boys knew that Mom and Dad agreed about child discipline and
they knew that if Mom gave them a spanking, they would get another
one when Dad god home.

 

It was a promise.

 

But it was not a promise of comfort.

 

Both of my parents worked when I was growing up. My brother and
sisters and I were home by ourselves very often.

 

I was the oldest, so technically I was in charge.

But Wes was taller than me so he thought he was in charge and
nobody was ever in charge of my sisters!

 

We lived in a house on the side of Jump Off
Joe, outside of Kennewick.

The house place had a one mile long dirt drive way and from the
living room window you could see the dust cloud from Mom and Dad's
car the whole mile long.

 

That cloud was the promise of Mom and Dad's appearing.

But very often it was not a promise that brought comfort to
us.

 

The Bible promises the Jesus Christ shall appear. He is coming
again.

 


	Are you a Christian?

	Is your time (life) His?



 

If your answer is no to those questions then this promise serves
as your warning.

 

For the Christian who is living for Christ

B. A promise of comfort

Titus 2:13 KJV

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ;

 

The Bible calls Christ's appearing our "blessed hope."

 

For some of us it is more hopeful than for others.


	Those Christians who endure great physical
pain

	Those Christians who have suffered great spiritual
trials

	Those Christians who are especially
afflicted



 

For them the hope of Christ's appearing is that much more
blessed.

 

I wonder if some Christians have any idea what the blessed hope
really means.


	They are so well off in this world

	They are so wrapped up in worldliness



 

They can't really be that anxious for Jesus to come again.

 

They'll be more like just Lot who vexed his righteous soul in
Sodom and Gomorrah to the point where, when God determined to
destroy the city, Lot had to be dragged out of town.

 

And even then his wife could not bear the loss and looked back
and was turned to a pillar of salt.

 

But for those Christians whose only hope is Jesus Christ, then
his appearing is truly a blessed hope and a comforting promise.

 

Here is

III. AN EXPECTATION

We shall ….appear with Him in
glory

 

There are two key words there

A. The first one is appear,

It means to make obvious or apparent.

 

I like this, when Christ becomes apparent to this world, it will
become apparent who are the Christians.

 

Matthew 13:24-30 KJV

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The
kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in
his field:

But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares
among the wheat, and went his way.

But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth
fruit, then appeared the tares also.

So the servants of the householder came and said
unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from
whence then hath it tares?

He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The
servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them
up?

But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares,
ye root up also the wheat with them.

Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the
time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first
the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the
wheat into my barn.

 

In any given congregation there is both wheat and tares.

And we can never really tell which ones are which. The old
Baptists always called their converts "hopefuls."

 

This is why. You can't tell the wheat from the tares.

 

But Christ can - and their end is completely different.

 

B. The second word is glory

When we appear with Christ, we will appear with Him in
glory.

 

I want to give you three definitions of that glory

A. The glory that is heaven

A Christian's promises are all heavenly ones.

 

It is true that God has blessings and victories and mountain top
experiences awaiting the Christian on this earth, but they are not
the reason we live and serve and look to the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

This world is


	Fickle and

	Wicked and

	Ungodly and

	Corrupted



 

To place any hope in the expectations of this world is certainly
going to lead to a downfall.

 


	Our hope

	Our expectations are all



with Christ in glory.

 

Don't let yourself get focused on this world. It will lead you
astray and bring you down.

 

Fix all your attention on the glory that awaits the
believer.

 

B. The glorified body He gives us in that
day

1 John 3:1-2 KJV

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the
world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not
yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he
is.

 

I am often asked questions about what we will be like in
heaven:


	Will we know our friends and family

	Will we still get to live with our spouse

	Will we look the same

	What age will we be



 

The Bible gives us the answer to all of those questions.

It says "…it doth not yet appear what we shall
be…"

 

I have some guesses. But they are only guesses.

And anyone who tells you he has better than his own guesses is a
liar.

 

The Bible's answer is

"…it doth not yet appear what we shall
be…"

 

I do know this:


	We will be like Christ[2]

	We will be arrayed in the fine linen of
righteousness[3]
and

	We will be immortal and incorruptible[4]



 

C. The glory of His presence as He sits upon His
throne

Revelation 21:11 KJV

Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto
a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as
crystal;

 

Revelation 21:23 KJV

And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the
moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the
Lamb is the light thereof.

 

Conclusion:

I wonder if we think of Christ as our life?

 

This biblical truth must be transformed from


	A doctrine of the Bible to

	A manifestation in the world



 

If we want to truly magnify the Lord to those around us we have
got to stop playing religion, and die daily to self, that the life
of Jesus Christ may be lived in me.

 

Galatians 2:20 KJV

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me.

 






[1] John 10:28




[2] 1 John 3:2




[3] Revelation 19:8




[4] 1 Corinthians 15:52-54














Chapter 11 A
Master In Heaven


Colossians 4:1

 

I am going to take my text right out of Colossians 4:1 and one
simple phrase found at the end of it…..

 

“…ye also have a master in
heaven.”

 

The context fits in better with chapter three than it does with
chapter four where the Bible is describing the manner of one who
has the Word of Christ dwelling richly in them.

 

The Bible says of that person, if he is


	A master

	An employer

	A boss

	A manager of people



 

He will treat his servants, those under him justly and equally
because he knows, since the Word of Christ dwells in him, that he
also has a master in heaven.

 

But I want to remind you that the statement is theologically
true not only of those who are masters on earth but of each of
us.

 


	We, who do not feel like we are masters on earth have a
master in heaven and

	Those who are masters on earth, also have a master in
heaven



 

So it is true of us in that respect

 

It is also true of us in the respect that almost all of us have
someone who is in some way under our authority

 


	The husband has the wife

	The parents have the children

	The police officer has the citizen

	The teacher has the student

	The coach has his team

	The captain has his players

	The lead has his followers



 


	It is not only the person who has owns the large
business

	It is not only the man who manages several
employees

	It is not only the officer in charge of large numbers
of soldiers



 

Every one of us

From


	The youngest child to

	The quietest wife to

	The humblest worker



 

We all have a Master in Heaven

 

And I want to spend a few minutes today telling you about that
Master.

 

First of all

I. HE IS SUPREME IN POSITION

I want to use the definition of supreme that it means,
“the greatest or the most excellent.”

 

I am reminded of a provision made in the Old Testament; a time
when slavery was practiced and accepted –

 

In those days if a person owed a debt he could not pay, he could
sell himself as a slave to repay the debt.

 

In behalf of the slave, God made the provision that every slave
was to be released at the end of six year’s labor.

 

But

In behalf of the owner, God made the provision that, if the
slave loved his master he could serve his master forever.

 

Exod 21:2-6

If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six years he shall
serve: and in the seventh he shall go out free for
nothing.

If he came in by himself, he shall go out by
himself: if he were married, then his wife shall go out with
him.

If his master have given him a wife, and she have
born him sons or daughters; the wife and her children shall be her
master's, and he shall go out by himself.

And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my
master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out
free:

Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he
shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his
master shall bore his ear through with an aul; and he shall serve
him for ever. (KJV)

 

Some people might not to consider themselves a servant. It is
part of the sin nature we inherited from Adam that we think of
ourselves as “gods knowing good and
evil.”

 


	We like to make our own way

	We like to play by our own rules

	We like to be our own gods



 

But just like almost all of us have someone under us

All of us have someone over us too

 

Ultimately we all have a Master in heaven

 

And He is a master I wish to serve forever.

 

Our Master in heaven is the greatest Master of all.

 

A. He is Supreme In His grace


	He is wise in His care of His servants

	He is gracious in His giving to His
servants

	He is loving in His sacrifice for His
servants



 


	Our Master knew we could never pay the debt we
owned.

	Our Master saw we were bankrupt and morally destitute
so

	Our Master planned for His own son to pay our debt for
us.



 

He paid a debt He did not
own

I owned a debt I could not
pay

I needed Someone to wash my sins
away

 

And now I sing a brand new
song

Amazing grace

Christ Jesus paid the
debt

That I could never pay

 

B. He is supreme in His character

 

1. God is holy

Isa 6:3

And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy,
holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his
glory. (KJV)

 

It means sinless and
distinct

 

God stands out in this world there is none like Him and neither
indeed can there be.

 

He is so far above the nature of the fallen world that there is
no comparison between Him.

 


	His holiness demands that no sin come near Him
and

	His holiness expects that all sin must be
condemned



 

But

2. God is also love

I John 4:16

And we have known and believed the love that God
hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in
God, and God in him. (KJV)

 

And God’s love compelled Him to pay the debt that we could never
pay

 

3. Jonathan Edwards said of Christ

“….as He is …., is infinitely great and high above all.


	He is higher than the kings of the earth; for he is
King of kings, and Lord of lords.

	He is higher than the heavens, and

	He is higher than the highest angels of
heaven.



So great is he, that all men, all kings and princes, are as
worms of the dust before him; all nations are as the drop of the
bucket, and the light dust of the balance; yea, and angels
themselves are as nothing before him. He is so high, that he is
infinitely above any need of us; above our reach, that we cannot be
profitable to him; and above our conceptions, that we cannot
comprehend him.

Proverbs 30:4

“What is his name, and what is his Son’s name, if
thou canst tell?”

Our understandings, if we stretch them never so far, cannot
reach up to his divine glory.

Job 11:8

“It is high as heaven, what canst thou
do?”

Christ is the Creator and great Possessor of heaven and
earth.


	He is sovereign Lord of all.

	He rules over the whole universe, and doth whatsoever
pleaseth him.

	His knowledge is without bound.

	His wisdom is perfect, and what none can
circumvent.

	His power is infinite, and none can resist
Him.

	His riches are immense and inexhaustible.

	His majesty is infinitely awful.”



 

Our Master is supreme in position

 

Secondly

II. HE IS SOVEREIGN IN POWER

Which is also implied in the definition of the word.

 

Heb 1:3

Who being the brightness of his glory, and the
express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word
of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on
the right hand of the Majesty on high; (KJV)

 

Col 1:17

And he is before all things, and by him all things
consist. (KJV)

 

There are about four ways men view the creation of God:

A. The atheist say there is no God

And that all that exists happened as the result of time and
accident.

 

B. The deist would say that God created everything and
then left it to care for itself.

 

The deist does not believe God pays much if any attention to the
things that happen in this world. He is off creating somewhere else
and probably doesn’t give us a second look.

 

C. The Methodist would say that the sovereign power in
the universe right now is man’s free will.

 

He would see the creation of God as being set on a course of
balance by the Lord and that God has since turned everything else
over to the free choice of man.

 

D. I view God as absolutely sovereign both in creation
and in operation.

 

Based upon the verses I just gave you, I choose to view God not
only as the Creator but as the sustainer and controller.

 

He is sovereign.

 

I try to think of every beat of my heart as a choice made by
God

I try to meditate upon every breathe I take as a choice God
made

 

I recently read and have since absolutely enjoyed thinking
of


	Every sunrise as occurring under the intention of
God

	Every flower as being uniquely crafted by the choice of
God



 

Ps 65:6-13

Which by his strength setteth fast the mountains;
being girded with power:

Which stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise of
their waves, and the tumult of the people.

They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are
afraid at thy tokens: thou makest the outgoings of the morning and
evening to rejoice.

Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou
greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which is full of water:
thou preparest them corn, when thou hast so provided for
it.

Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly: thou
settlest the furrows thereof: thou makest it soft with showers:
thou blessest the springing thereof.

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy
paths drop fatness.

They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness: and
the little hills rejoice on every side.

The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys
also are covered over with corn; they shout for joy, they also
sing (KJV)

 


	Every mountain is crafted by God

	Every time Mt St Helens shakes, the molten lava takes
the shape God chooses for it.







 


	Every storm is a creation of God

	And is directed by His hand







 


	Every grain the grows

	Every pasture for the beasts to graze upon
and

	Every beast grazing upon them



 

They are all unique creations of God

 

He is sovereign.


	Every man who is convicted to be saved is drawn to that
conviction by God

	Every man who comes to trust Christ receives His faith
as a gift of God



 

I see the God of the Bible


	As completely sovereign and in control
and

	As completely supreme and good



 

Our Master is supreme in position

Our Master is sovereign in power

 

Finally

III. HE IS SITUATED IN PARADISE (heaven)

Col 4:1

… a Master in heaven. (KJV)

 

And Jesus said

John 14:3

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may
be also. (KJV)

 

I want to live every day of my life


	Number one reflecting on the goodness of my supreme
Master

	Number two, resting in the control of my sovereign
Master



 

And thirdly looking for the return of my soon coming Master

 

I meet Christians who are disillusioned and
disappointed by how things are turning out for
them here on earth.

 

And there are just two things I know to do for them

A. Point out that it has always been that
way

Heb 11:11-13

Through faith also Sara herself received strength to
conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age,
because she judged him faithful who had promised.

Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good
as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the
sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.

These all died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of
them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth. (KJV)

 

Heb 11:33-40

Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of
lions,

Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of
the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in
fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.

Women received their dead raised to life again: and
others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might
obtain a better resurrection:

And others had trial of cruel mockings and
scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and
imprisonment:

They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were
tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in
sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted,
tormented;

(Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in
deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the
earth.

And these all, having obtained a good report through
faith, received not the promise:

God having provided some better thing for us, that
they without us should not be made perfect. (KJV)

 

Just as in our day,


	Some saw God do wonderful things through
them

	Others saw only the worst this world could do to
them



 

But in both cases, they did not receive the promise.

They were strangers and pilgrims on this earth.

 

I try to point out that it has always been this way for
believers….

 

And then I try to

B. Urge them to set their affections on things above not
on the things of this earth

Heb 11:16

But now they desire a better country, that is, an
heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for
he hath prepared for them a city. (KJV)

 


	It is when we believe that Jesus is coming again to
receive us into heaven

	It is when we desire a better, a heavenly
country



 

That we are able to sing from our
hearts

I’m satisfied with just a cottage
below

A little silver and a little
gold

But in that city, where the
ransom will shine

I want to gold one that silver
lined

 

I’ve got a mansion

Just over the hilltop

In that bright land
where

We’ll never grow old

And someday yonder

We will never more
wander

But walk on streets that

Are purest gold

Conclusion:

I have a Master in heaven

 


	He is supreme in position

	He is sovereign in power

	He is situated in paradise



And I will gladly serve Him forever

 










Chapter 12
And Say To...


Colossians 4:17

 

And say to Archippus, Take heed to thy ministry which thou hast
received in the Lord, that thou fulfill it.

 

This, to me, is one of the more powerful verses in the Bible
concerning those in the ministry.

 

Little is known about this man, Archippus, except that he was a
pastor in the church in Colosse.

 

The apostle writes to the church there and tells them to
ENCOURAGE THIS man of God as he does his ministry.

 

Folks, YOU NEED TO ENCOURAGE YOUR PREACHER!

—You need to lift him up in prayer.

—You need to call him and be a blessing to
him.

—You need to shower love and honor upon
him.

 

And you need to tell him HANG IN THERE FOR THE LORD
PREACHER!

 

That is what Paul was telling this church. 

“Tell your preacher to keep on for Christ!”

 

I have taken this verse and I want to apply it to the pastor of
this new church tonight,

So, if you will allow me, the title and theme for the message
is;

“SAY TO … ..!”

 

Brother, there are some things I want to say to you based out of
this verse.

 

First, notice,

I. THE PERSONAL BENEFITS OF THE MINISTRY

The apostle says,

“… which thou hast received… ”

 

Getting to be in the ministry IS A GIFT OF GOD!

 

In all of my years, I have found nothing better than getting to
serve the Lord full time!

 

There are trials involved in the ministry.

There are heartaches involved in the ministry

 

But there are far more benefits involved than troubles!

 

The pastor is:

a student and a scholar

a teacher and a learner

a speaker and a listener

a leader of men and a follower
of the Lord

 

Paul told Timothy that if a man desire the office of a Bishop.
he desireth a GOOD WORK!

 

It really is  a blessing of the Lord to be in the
ministry.

 

I think of the benefits of being in the ministry and these three
come to mind right away;

1. Devotion to Prayer and Bible Study

Acts 6:3-4

Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men
of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may
appoint over this business.

But we will give ourselves continually to prayer,
and to the ministry of the word.  (KJV)

 

It is such a privilege to devote one’s life to the study of such
a Book and to the fellowship of such a God!

I like what I heard Jack Hyles say one time.

 

He said that one of his men was asked what the secret to Hyles’
ministry was.  The member of his church said,
“Pastor Hyles speaks with God all week, and comes in on
Sundays to tell us what He said!”

 

I have made that the goal of my ministry!

I want to fellowship with my Lord and then share with folks
around me what all God is teaching me.

 

WHAT A MAGNIFICENT PRIVILEGE IT IS TO BE IN THE MINISTRY!

 

Not only is there the devotion to prayer and Bible study

 

There is the benefit of

2. Delivering Souls from Sin and Hell

Jude 1:23

And others save with fear, pulling them out of the
fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.
(KJV)

 

I can look back over the years in the ministry and rejoice over
those who have been won to Christ.

 

—I still remember Jim Bahadar.

Jim was a Muslim teenager who began attending the youth group I
led in Hermiston. 

Jim wanted to trust Christ, but he knew that if he did his
family would forsake him.

 

One night about four of us went to his house to witness to
him.

 

He was under such conviction and wanted to get saved so
desperately.  I finally said, Jim, just call out to Christ and
say,

“Lord, save me!”

 

Jim took a deep breath, closed his eyes, and cried out those
words.

 

Then he burst out of the house, into the street and took off
running.

 

One of the teens with me went and tackled him to get him to
stop.  He was crying and shaking - glad to be saved, yet
burdened for his family.

 

I haven’t seen him for 18 years now - BUT I CAN’T WAIT TO SEE
WHAT HE HAS DONE FOR CHRIST ONCE WE MEET AGAIN IN HEAVEN!

 

—There is Allen and Michelle Huston who got
saved in our ministry.

I remember telling Michelle to let Allen go and good
riddance!

 

Now he is a deacon at Bayview!

 

—We had a lady get saved this Sunday.

Joyce Dudley was already a member of the church
but she came Sunday morning and told Anita she was not sure she was
going to heaven.

 

She remembered going forward as an eleven year old girl. 
She remembered the pastor telling her something, but she had no
assurance that she had actually trusted Christ as he personal
Saviour.

 

Anita led her to Christ in a back room and Joyce immediately
said, “I want to get baptized.”

 

She walked up to me and told me “Pastor now I KNOW I am going to
heaven!”  And we arranged to baptize her that night.

 

There are no greater blessings than to see people get
saved!

 

The benefit of being devoted to prayer and Bible study

The benefit of getting to deliver souls from sin and hell

 

Thirdly, there is the benefit of

3. The Delight in Seeing Christians
Grow 

 

—We had a man come this last Sunday morning and announce
publicly that he was surrendering his life to the ministry of the
Lord.

 

Doug has been looking for a good paying job
since I got to know him.

 

He had an interview at Eastern Washington University a couple of
weeks ago ad he said, during the interview when he was asked the
question, “What are your goals in life.?”

 

They had nothing to do with secular work!

 

He said as he toured the facilities he would have been
maintaining there was a feeling in him like all of it was just a
waste of time.

 

And this last week, he gave his life to Christ’s service!

 

THAT IS A THRILL!

 

—I have had the joy of getting to watch YOU, and your wife grow
spiritually.

 

I still remember watching you sneak out of church early in the
Sunday morning services.  You would give your girlfriend a
kiss RIGHT THERE IN CHURCH IN FRONT OF ME WHILE I WAS
PREACHING!

 

And I can remember telling Anita, “He would make such a fine man
of God if he would just surrender!”

 

I remember sitting down with you and telling the two of you how
I dreamed of seeing you both really get on fire for the Lord. 
I felt like the two of working, working as a team, could be used so
mightily if you would just surrender to the will of God for your
lives.

 

Praise the Lord - its fun to get to preach for you tonight!

 

There are some personal benefits to the ministry.

 

Don’t forget that.

There are plenty of things you can complain about.

Plenty of things to feel sorry over.

 

I see so many preachers who are down in the dumps, negative, and
burdened over the problems of the ministry.

 

DISCIPLINE YOURSELF TO LOOK AT AND THINK ABOUT THE BLESSINGS
INSTEAD!

 

Let’s consider now

II. THE POWERFUL RESPONSIBILITY of the
Ministry

“… which thou hast received …   in the
Lord… ”

 

This ministry was given to you IN THE LORD!

 

To me, that is a awesome thing to think about.

 

IT WAS THE LORD WHO GAVE ME THE MINISTRY.

 

I like what Paul said in 1 Timothy 1:12

And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that
He counted me faithful, putting me in the ministry. (KJV)

1. The Lord Enables Us

If I did not believe that, I would never step into the pulpit
again!

 

How can a man ever accomplish an eternal and supernatural work
in his own power?

 

He CAN’T

 

I recognize every day that I am unable to do what the Lord has
called me to.

 

BUT I DON’T HAVE TO DO IT!

 

He does it through me!

 

2. The Lord Counts Us Faithful

 

Isn’t that amazing?

 

You and I know just how frail and weak we are.

We know that there are more times than not that we are not as
faithful as we ought to be.

 

But the Lord counts us faithful anyway!

 

And

3. He Puts Us In the Ministry

 

Church, don’t ever think that YOU placed your preacher in the
ministry.

 

Don’t ever think that YOU pay the preacher’s salary so YOU are
the ones who placed him in the ministry.

GOD DOES THAT!

 

Brother Craig is not here as a part of a “Career path.”

 

He is here BECAUSE GOD CALLED HIM!

 

I have had several preachers who saw him in our church tell me
that God would call him to preach.

 

—I was sitting with a guest preacher at one of our Sweetheart
Banquets in Astoria.  The guest preacher watched him for a
while and asked me, what is that young man’s name, HE HAS PREACHER
WRITTEN ALL OVER HIM!

 

—One evangelist took me out to lunch and spoke to me about him
and another man in the church and told me to get those two to go
out and win as many people to Christ as they can and get those
people into church.  He said THOSE TWO ARE PREACHERS - THEY
WON’T STAY WITH YOU LONG!

 

Your preacher IS A PREACHER.

His is not a wish or a whim.  His is a unique call and
enabling of the Lord.

 

GOD PUT HIM IN THE MINISTRY!

I really believe that!

 

Brother, YOU HAD BETTER BELIEVE THAT TOO!

 

And that brings me to my final point tonight

There is, in the ministry

III. A PARTICULAR ASSIGNMENT

“… that thou fulfill it.”

 

That word fulfill implies at least two ideas;

 

1. Give the Ministry Your Best

This isn’t the kind of work that you can simply put in your time
and expect to hear “Well Done.”

 

Our Lord expects us to give our very best efforts for the work
of the ministry.

Pray much

Plan ahead and

Work hard

 

To bring glory and honor to the ONE who GAVE YOU this
ministry.

 

There are plenty of slothful people in our world today.

The ministry DOES NOT NEED ANY OF THEM!

 

Give the work Your Best

 

2. Give the Ministry Your Life.

I am talking about “Don’t Quit!”

 

God will direct you, and lead you, but He will never tell you to
stop!

 

Your work in the ministry will not be done until Our Lord
chooses to take you to glory.

 

It is such a shame to consider how many preachers have given up
on the ministry.

 

Some have messed up and had to quit.

Some just got burned out and chose to quit.

 

You haven’t fulfilled your ministry until you have finished your
course.

 

DON’T QUIT!

 

 










I have several books available for purchase either as e-books or
paperback at lulu.com. Search for my name.


Upon This Rock, A study in Baptist Doctrine


The Foot of the Cross, these were there when Jesus
died

Depravity,
Getting Honest With Sin


Think On These Things, Bible Study Series,
Philippians


The Rapture and Return, Bible Study Series, First and
Second Peter

These Are
Written, Bible Study Series, A Harmony of the Gospels
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