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Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. Please forgive those typographical
and grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. While I have
proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many mistakes.
Also note that I have developed my own style of writing for sermon
preparation. It seems to work well for me as I preach from the
pulpit. I elected to keep most of that style intact. I trust it
will add rather than distract from the effectiveness while you
read.








Should you find the book is helpful to you, or if you have
questions you would like to ask me, feel free to contact me.

 

My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.








Chapter 1
THE SECURITY OF YOUR SALVATION


 

1 Peter 1:5 KJV

Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

 

The two swings on the pendulum of the security of salvation
would be

1. That we neglect our salvation –

We assume we are saved and that we may live as we please and
remain that way.

 

The old time preachers would never have let us get away with
that!

 

A Christian is responsible to walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith he is called.

 

And a professing Christian who can live like the devil would
have never been allowed to continue believing he was a Christian
two centuries ago.

 

He would have been called on the carpet to repent and

If there was no repentance, he would have been stripped of his
false sense of security in Christ.

 

1 John 1:6 KJV

If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk
in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:

 

They would have called most of us liars


	They would have said we love the world too much to be
saved

	They would have said we walk in darkness too much to be
saved



 

So one danger in regards to the doctrine of the security of
salvation is to assume too much, and neglect the greatness of
salvation.

 

The other side of the pendulum would be

2. To be gripped with the fear that my life is not good
enough to hold on to salvation.

 

As many people as I have met who are deceiving themselves that
they are saved when in fact they have put far too little stock in
what salvation is to be truly saved.

 

I know more than enough whose spiritual lives are stymied by the
fact that they seem to never get hold of whether they are saved or
not.

 


	They fear they are not good enough to be
saved

	They dread that they have not met the right conditions
to be saved

	They wonder if the last sin they did was te one that
proves they aren’t really saved.



 

Peter begins this book by addressing, among other subjects,
Christ’s work of keeping or securing our salvation.

 

I find three major works of Christ that ensure that, if you are
saved, you are secure in that salvation.


	Heaven is as sure your home as if you were there right
now

	God already sees you as in heavenly places
and

	Should your lie be snatched from you in the midst of
fiery trials



 

Your soul would immediately be ushered into God’s holy
presence.

 

First Notice with me

I. THE BLOOD OF CHRIST SECURES OUR
SALVATION

In fact that blood is mentioned twice in this chapter.

 

1 Peter 1:2 KJV

Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace,
be multiplied.

 

1 Peter 1:19 KJV

But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot:

 

I want to spend our time down in verses 18-19

 

That blood, sprinkled on the Cross, and scattered far and wide,
so that every one is liable to fall under the drops of it is

 

A. Pure

1 Peter 1:18 KJV

Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and gold,

 

He expresses the purity of the blood of Christ from the
negative.

 

The blood of Christ is not a corruptible thing


	It does not putrefy

	It does not decay

	It does not spoil



Over the course of time.

 

The blood of Christ is as alive and as fresh today as it was the
very moment it was spilt more than 2000 years ago.

 

The song writer said


The blood that Jesus shed for me



Way back on Calvary



Oh the blood that gives me strength from day to day



It will never lose it’s power



 



It reaches to the highest mountain



And it flows to the lowest valley



It’s the blood that gives me strength



From day to day



It will never lose it’s power



 



It soothes my doubts



And calms my fears



And it dries all my tears



Oh the blood that gives me strength from day to day



It will never lose it’s power



 



Oh Cause it reaches to the highest mountain



And it flows to the lowest valley



It’s the blood that gives me strength



From day to day



It will never lose



It will never lose it’s power



It will never lose it’s power[1]


 

It will never lose its power because it is pure and
incorruptible,

 

It is contrasted to silver and gold

They don’t corrupt very quickly do they?

 

But they do corrupt.

And there will be a day when they will melt away in fervent
heat.

 

The blood of Jesus Christ is; compared to even pure gold and
pure silver

 

Uncorruptible.

Pure

 

It is

B. Productive

1 Peter 1:18 KJV

…from your vain conversation received by tradition
from your fathers;

 

The religion of the Jews was strict and rigid

It encompasses almost every part of the Jewish person’s life

 

But Peter said that their

Conversation – their lifestyle their religious habits that were
a part of the

Traditions of their fathers

 

Was vain, empty, useless

 

Not so, the blood of Jesus Christ.


	That blood has vitality to it.

	That blood washes away the sins of men and
women

	That blood never falls on a soul without eternally
changing it



 

The blood of Christ is pure, productive and

 

Finally he says it is

C. Precious

1 Peter 1:19 KJV

But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot:

 

It means it is of great value

But it also means that it is beloved

 

There are some things that a person may own that are worth a
fortune.

But it does not matter how much they are worth, we love them far
too much than to sell them.

 

That is the blood of Jesus Christ


	It is not only precious in its value

	It is precious in its view -



 

So God says that our salvation is kept by the power

Of Christ’s blood

 

Notice secondly

II. THE REVELATION OF CHRIST SECURES OUR
SALVATION

Just like with the blood, this subject is mentioned twice in the
chapter

 

Number One

A. We can expect the trying of our faith until Christ
appears

1 Peter 1:7 KJV

That the trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of
Jesus Christ:

 

This isn’t the fun stuff that you hear preached
by the TV evangelists who just want to get your money

 

This isn’t the happy stuff that you hear
preached by the non denominational, non confrontational, non stand
upon anything church down the road, whose only goal is to get
bigger attendances.

 

But this is the real stuff that builds
Christians with faith and godlikeness who can glorify God in their
lives.

 

God says to view our trials as precious

God says to view those trials as bringing about


	Praise and

	Honor and

	Glory



 

Not the praise and honor and glory of man….

 

But the praise and honor and glory of Jesus Christ when He
appears for us.

 

So therefore, because we can expect our faith to be tried

 

Number Two

B. We are to therefore steel ourselves in Christ until
He is revealed

1 Peter 1:13 KJV

Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober,
and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at
the revelation of Jesus Christ;

 

Knowing that Christ is coming again

1. Gird up the lions of your mind

It just means get yourself ready

 

Prepare

Do like the athlete and train yourself

 

2. Be sober

It doesn’t mean to not drink alcohol; it means to
watch.

 

1 Peter 5:8 KJV

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour:

 


	We cannot always prevent ourselves from being attacked
by the devil

	But we can always prevent ourselves from being devoured
by the devil



 


	Stay close to the believers

	Stay close to the word of God and

	Stay close to God in prayer



 

3. Hope to the end

This is not the wishful thinking sort of hope that people who
throw their money at the lottery do.

 

This is a hope that is based upon the very sure promise…..

 

Jesus is coming again

And those who have trusted Christ as Saviour will be blessed in
that day.

 

And when we bask ourselves in that promise, regardless what the
world is doing to our bodies, our spirits may be rejoicing.

 

The blood of Christ secures our salvation

The revelation of Christ secures our salvation

 

Notice with me finally that

III. THE WORD OF CHRIST SECURES OUR
SALVATION

1 Peter 1:23-25 KJV

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for
ever.

For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man
as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof
falleth away:

But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this
is the word which by the gospel is preached unto
you.

 

I know I am out of time and that many of your would rather I not
spend a huge amount of time developing this as I would like to.

 

Let me just point out some quick things…

 

A. This book is as incorruptible as the blood of Jesus
Christ.

It’s not blasphemy for me to say that.

The Bible says it!

 


	I know that does not mean a copy of the Bible will not
wear out.

	I know too that does not mean there are not versions of
the Bible that have errors.



 

What it does mean is


	That God has given us a message that is absolutely true
and

	That He has preserved it for us today



 

It means that there is available in this world a Bible that is
word for word infallible and correct. That it has not been
perverted by the translator’s hand.

 

That is says exactly what God wants us to hear.

 

I believe that Bible is the King James Version.

I am not here today to try to convince you I am right about
that.

 

But I can tell you I did not take that position by “blind
faith.”

 

B. This book is the avenue by which God sprinkles the
blood of Christ upon us.

 

We are born again….by the Word of God.

 

And

C. This book is the vehicle by which God delivers His
promise of Christ’s return

 


	How am I going to “gird up the loins of my
mind?”

	How am I going to “be sober?”

	How am I going to “hope to the
end?”



 

I am going to do it all through the Word of God

 

Both in reading the Bible and

In submitting to the preaching of the Word

 


	Reading my Bible doesn’t save me – but reading my Bible
is where I learned I need to be saved and where I learned of
Christ’s offer of salvation

	Reading my Bible doesn’t make me stay saved – but
reading my Bible does keep me in the confidence of my
salvation

	Reading my Bible doesn’t make me righteous before God –
but reading my Bible does teach me how a righteous man should
live



 

Conclusion

When a person is born again, he or she is saved securely;
eternally.

 

And the realization of that truth, rather than leading us to
live wantonly on the earth, provokes us to live with abandon for
Jesus Christ.

 

Knowing that the real riches of life are not gotten now, but in
eternity.

 

The blood of Christ secures our salvation

The revelation of Christ secures our salvation and

The Word of Christ secures our salvation

 






[1] Andrae Crouch














Chapter 2
THE WORD OF GOD





1 Peter 1:18-2:2

 

I love to preach message on the Word of God.

 

This book has stood the test of time.

 

One of the miracles of the ages is that a Book with as much
opposition as this one has, still exists today.

And is still so popular!

 

Peter loved God’s Word too.

 

And in these verses Peter wants to tell us what the Word of God
does.

 

I. THE WORD OF GOD REDEEMS

Vs 18-23

 

Redemption, of course, was purchased by the Lord Jesus Christ
upon Mt Calvary’s Cross.

 

The word redeem is a monetary term.

It speaks about buying something.

 

We take coupons to the store and redeem them for food.

 

It is an exchange.

 

Christ redeemed us, not with corruptible things like silver and
gold, but with His own precious blood!

 

When Christ died on the Cross, a business transaction took
place.

 

Christ bought us from the slave market of sin.

 

So redemption was wrought or worked out by Christ upon the Cross
of Calvary.

 

A. However, that transaction is communicated to us by
the Word of God.

 

So Peter says we are

“born again…. By the Word of God”

vs 23

 

No man would be born again today if God had not communicated in
an inspired and perfect way the truth of Christ and His work on the
Cross.

 

Notice we are born again by an incorruptible Word.

 

If God’s Word were not perfect, infallible and Inerrant no one
would believe its message to the saving of their souls.

 

The thing that makes God’s Word so powerful is that we know it
is true.

 

We may not want to believe it, but something in all of us tells
us that this Book is right!

 

The Apostle tells us in Romans 10:17

“Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”

 

We believers need to learn that we need not spend much time
defending God’s Word.

The Holy Spirit of God will do that.

 

All we need to do is declare God’s Word – make it known.

 

And the hearing of the Word of God will break down the walls of
resistance and doubt so that those who once denied its truthfulness
and rejected the Christ is proclaims will now by faith acknowledge
its truthfulness and receive Jesus Christ as their own Saviour.

The Word of God redeems.

 

Secondly

II. THE WORD OF GOD ENDURES

Vs 23-25

 

Jesus once said,

Heaven and earth shall pass away but my Word shall
not pass away.

 

Peter said,

The Word of God liveth and abideth for
ever

 

And,

The Word of the Lord endureth for
ever.

 

I think it was Voltaire the unbeliever who said

The Bible is a dead book.  It will not exist another
generation…

 

Yet he is now dead and his house is a print shop for Bibles!

 

I love it when unbelievers show their own ignorance by making
those kind of statements about Christianity.

 

In the 1800’s a famous unbeliever named Robert Ingersoll in a
public speech said, “The churches are dying all over the
land.  They are struck with death.”

 

His statement was heard by a Methodist Church planter named
Charles McCabe who wrote Ingersoll a letter and said,

“Dear Robert, All hail the power of Jesus name! We are
building more than one church a day and now propose to make it two
a day!”

 

McCabe used Ingersoll’s statement as a battle cry to arouse
Christians to get busy for God to prove Ingersoll wrong and to
glorify God.

 

The end of the story is Robert Ingersoll’s son, Robert Ingersoll
II and his grandson, Robert Ingersoll III, eventually got saved and
became members of one of the churches started after Ingersoll made
his statement.

 



The Word of God endures.

 

A. It has endured time

Many of the books of the Bible are 4000 years old.

 

Job is thought to be the very oldest of the Books of the
Bible.

 

Job was probably a contemporary of Abraham.

The book was probably written sometime before Moses, very
possibly 4500 years ago.

 

Genesis and the next four books of the Bible were all written by
Moses who lived about 4000 years ago.

 

The youngest books of the Bible are The Gospel of John and 
Revelation.  

Both of them are 1900 years old

 

B. It has endured severe persecution.


	Even in the days of the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah the king
took the Words Jeremiah had written under inspiration and burned
them!



 


	Moses himself destroyed the original copy of the Ten
Commandments



 


	At one point a Catholic Cardinal, thinking he could wipe out
God’s Word in the common language, purchased all of the Bibles
secretly printed for distribution and burnt them.



 

But the money was used to print more than twice as many more
copies of the Bible!

 

C. It has endured translations into several
languages

Originally the Bible was written in Hebrew, Chaldean, Aramaic
and Greek.

 

The Bible has now been translated into 1000’s of the World’s
languages.

 

D. It has endured incorruptible

I believe that there are many counterfeit and corrupt versions
on the market today.

 

But God has promised that His Word be preserved
incorruptible.

 

That means without spot or blemish.

 

It also means it does not decay with age.

 

The modern translators of the Bible are all based upon the idea
that God’s Word is not infallible today and that it needs to be
updated, revised and improved from time to time.

 

I do not believe that.

 

I do not believe that the King James Version is better than the
originals.

 

But I do believe it is equally infallible and inerrant.

 

The Word of God redeems

The Word of God endures

 

Third

III. THE WORD OF GOD FEEDS

1 Peter 2:2

Not only does God’s Word generate the faith necessary to be born
again, it provides the nourishment essential to grow in the
spiritual life.

 

The Bible is likened to several different foods:

Here it is called milk

 

It is also called

Bread

Honey and

Strong meat

 

In other words, no matter what you are hungry for spiritually,
the Bible has it!

 

A. No matter how mature you are spiritually, the Bible
can meet the need.

 

1. As a young Christian

You will find the Word of God like milk.

 

It is easy to take,

Not difficult to digest

 

You may not understand everything you read but you will find
something you can understand and grow on.

 

A brand new Christian should concentrate on books like


	The Gospel of John

	Romans

	1 John in the New Testament and



 


	Genesis

	Psalms and

	Proverbs in the Old Testament



 

These books will provide a foundational knowledge of the Bible
and God’s commands in a form that is easy to read and
understand.

 

2. The more mature believer

Can easily find food in God’s Word with some substance and
solids but still easy to swallow like bread and honey.

 

I thoroughly enjoy reading


	Joshua and

	Judges in the Old Testament



 

And


	Acts and

	The Epistles in the New Testament.



 

3. For those who like to exercise themselves
spiritually

There are Books like


	Leviticus and

	The prophets in the Old Testament



 


	Revelation in the New Testament.



 

I am not saying that you should evaluate which stage you are in
and only read those books I have listed.

 

I believe each Christian should read the entire Bible cover to
cover all of the time.

 

But on top of that, you can find nourishment out of those
specific studies.

 

And not only does the Bible meet different needs for different
levels of spiritual maturity

 

B. It meets different needs for different
interests..

 


	For some the books of the Bible that will most interest them
are the Epistles of the New Testament.

	Others will find the Old Testament histories
fascinating.

	Those who are prophecy buffs should ignore
Jean Dixon and Nostradomus and read Daniel and
Revelation.

	Those who like poetry should like
Psalms and Proverbs

	And for the romance reader – forget Harlequin
novels.  Read the Song of
Solomon



Or Hosea who loved his wife even
though she left him

Or Jacob who worked 14 years fro the
privilege of marrying the girl he loved!


	Joshua and Judges have some great stories of intrigue
and daring.

	How about a lady who pretended to hide the captain of the
enemy’s army but then nailed his head to the floor with a tent
spike?







 


	Romans is a good book to study
doctrine

	And if you like reading facts and figures the
Book of Numbers is for you!



 


	The Bible is like a telescope.



It brings into focus heavenly things too high for us to
comprehend on our own.


	It is like a microscope



It helps us to see the details of a life to fine to catch
otherwise


	It is like a magnifying glass



It enables us to see the ordinary events of life with a much
better perspective.

 

The Word of God redeems

The Word of God endures and

The Word of God Feeds

 

Will you allow it to change your life?

 










Chapter 3
JESUS IS PRECIOUS TO GOD


1 Peter 2:1-4

 

 

The chapter takes us from


	One who is a “newborn babe” in Christ

	Through the early stages of being a believer and
finally

	Ending with the one who will suffer for the cause of
Christ



 

Three times this chapter says Christ is precious;

 

He is precious to God the Father

Vs 4

 

He is precious to the spiritual house (the local
church)

Vs. 5-6

 

He is precious to each believer

Vs 7

 

I spent a little bit of time on when Jesus becomes precious to
the Christian.

 

And I merely mentioned that He is precious to God the
Father.

 

 

 

1 Peter 2:4 says of Jesus Christ that He is “chosen
of God, and precious.”

 

Allow me first of all to take you to

I. AN OLD TESTAMENT ILLUSTRATION OF GOD’S LOVE FOR
CHRIST

Genesis 22:1-2 KJV

And it came to pass after these things, that God did
tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold,
here I am.

And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac,
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer
him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I
will tell thee of.

 

It is impossible to read the story of Abraham’s offering of his
son Isaac and not see the parallels between that and the sacrifice
of Jesus Christ some 4000 years later.

 

There are, of course, other lessons to be learned in Genesis 22,
but when we read

Genesis 22:7-8 KJV

And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said,
My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the
fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?

And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a
lamb……

 

There is no doubt but that this passage is a type of the
sacrifice of Christ.

 

God did indeed provide Himself a lamb!

John 1:29 KJV

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and
saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world.

 

Among the many purposes this account has in the Word of God is
to give to us a sense of how precious Jesus Christ must be to His
Father.

 

Abraham and Sarah had not been successful in having a
family.

 

In fact, the very first time we are introduced to Abraham and
his wife, we are told immediately that she was barren.

 


	Before we learn that God was going to make a great
nation from Abraham

	Before we learn that God called him to leave the Ur of
Chaldees

	Before we hear of any promises the Lord made to
Him

	Before we hear of

	Abraham’s faith or

	Abraham’s obedience







 

We find out that Abraham and Sarai could not have children.

 

Then comes the promise of God that he would make of them a great
nation – that indeed they would have a seed a child and that from
that child would spring forth children as the sand on the seashore
in number.

 

Abraham and Sarah left all that they had ever known, believing
God’s promise.

 

And for the next 25 years they waited and longed and hoped
against hope for the final fulfillment of God’s promise.

 


	They waited so long that once they tried to make it
happen in their own power – that turned out to be a
mess

	They waited so long that finally I think they quit
hoping for it.



 

When God came to tell them it was time, Sarah mocked and
laughed.

 


	She was 90 years old

	Abraham was 100



 

I don’t know that they ever stopped believing God’s promise –
they just stopped expecting it.

 

Sort of like we can do with the return of Jesus Christ.


	We believe it could happen

	We just don’t expect it to happen in our
lifetime



 

If we are not careful we can even laugh and mock at preachers
who tell us to expect it and live like it is coming soon!

 

Anyway – all of this only amplified the love that Abraham had
for his son.

 


	He is a child of promise

	He is a miracle child

	He is the apple of his father’s eye



 

God describes him this way

Genesis 22:2 KJV

…. thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou
lovest….

 

May I tell you that the Old Testament portrays the anticipation
with which even God the Father awaited the coming of His Son into
this world?

 

A. He was present at creation

Genesis 1:26 KJV

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the
earth.

 

John 1:1 KJV

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.

 

The very creation of heaven and earth and man and all things
therein was done in union between God the Father and God the
Son

 

And in anticipation of His coming to this earth.

 

His coming was planned before the foundation of the earth.

1 Peter 1:19-20 KJV

But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot:

Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of
the world, but was manifest in these last times for
you,

 

B. He was promised at the sin’s curse

Genesis 3:15 KJV

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise his heel.

So as soon as sin had done it’s devilish work, God had already
promised He would send His Son.

 

C. He was pictured in Daniel’s vision

Daniel 2:28-35 KJV

…. there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets,
and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the
latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed,
are these;

As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind
upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and he that
revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to
pass.

But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for
any wisdom that I have more than any living, but for their sakes
that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou
mightest know the thoughts of thy heart.

Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This
great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and
the form thereof was terrible.

This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and
his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of
brass,

His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of
clay.

Thou sawest
till that a stone was cut out without
hands, which smote the image upon
his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to
pieces.

Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver,
and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff
of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that
no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image
became a great mountain, and filled the whole
earth.

 

That stone, cut without hands is Jesus Christ God’s Son.

 

D. He was prophesied in Isaiah’s sign

Isaiah 7:14 KJV

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign;
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.

 

E. He was patterned in Isaiah’s names

Isaiah 9:6-7 KJV

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will
perform this.

 

F. He was once again prophesied near the end of the Old
Testament

Micah 5:2 KJV

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting.

 

So all the way through the Old Testament God the Father kept
waiting, longing, and talking about the day His Son would come.

 

So that when He did come, God’s Word calls Him

“…His only begotten Son…”

 

That brings me to my second point this morning,

II. THE NEW TESTAMENT DECLARATIONS OF GOD’S LOVE FOR
CHRIST

 

There are two of them I know of

A. At the Baptism of Jesus

Matthew 3:16-17 KJV

And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway
out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon
him:

And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

 

 

B. At the Mount of Transfiguration

Matthew 17:4-6 KJV

Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it
is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for
Elias.

While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye
him.

And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their
face, and were sore afraid.

 

Perhaps to me the most profound demonstration of God’s love for
Jesus Christ occurred while Christ was on the Cross

 

Two events specifically demonstrate that love

 

1. When the Sun Became Dark

Luke 23:44-46 KJV

And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a
darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.

And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple
was rent in the midst.

And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said,
Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus,
he gave up the ghost.

 

2. When God Turned His Back on Christ

Matthew 27:46 KJV

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud
voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

 

Both of these events happen for what I believe is only one
reason…..

 

Because God the Father could not look upon His Son while he was
doing this horrible work.

 


	It had to be done

	He came to this earth to do it



 

But God’s love for His Son could not bear to watch Him in the
middle of it.

 

Jesus Christ is precious to God.

 

Finally allow me to make

III. A PRESENT DAY APPLICATION OF GOD’S LOVE FOR
CHRIST

John 3:16-17 KJV

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn
the world; but that the world through him might be
saved.

 

As precious as Jesus Christ is to His Father

 


	God so loved the world –

	God so love you and

	God so loved me



 

That He gave His only begotten, His precious Son

 

So that we might be saved.

 

The application is very simple, take God up on
this!


	Believe on Jesus Christ

	Be saved through Christ



 


	Nothing would glorify God more

	Nothing would please Him more



 

And


	Nothing would so insult God

	Nothing would be such a sin against God



As to reject His Son and salvation through Him

 

And as a Christian


	Tell others about Christ

	Tell them about who He is

	Tell them about when He came

	Tell them how He died and rose again



Tell them that “whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.”

 

Tell them!

Tell them!

Tell them!

 










Chapter 4
THE LORD IS


1 Peter 2:1-7

 

I want to point out to you that the very first word in 1 Peter
chapter two is the word, “Wherefore.”

 

What that means is that what we are going to find in chapter two
is very closely connected to what has already been discovered in
chapter one.

 

That should not surprise us. In fact the most accurate way to
study the Bible is by realizing that every part of the Word of God
is closely connected with every other part.

 

We do great damage to our understanding of God and His Word when
we take verses and treat them as a whole in and of themselves.

 

It all ties together.

 

Chapter one is a salvation chapter.

It details for us the means of the new birth and the security of
those who are born again.

 

And everything that we find in chapter two is closely connected
to those truths of salvation.

 

We could say that chapter one describes the new birth and
chapter two gives us an outline of Christian growth.

 

I have two children. Anita and I have watched them and guided
them through the various stages of development and we have assigned
names to each of those stages haven’t we?


	Newborns

	Infants

	Toddlers

	Childhood

	Adolescence

	Young Adults

	Adulthood



 

1 Peter 2 assigns names for the different stages of spiritual
development


	Newborn babes (vs 2)

	You …which believe (vs 7)

	Strangers and pilgrims (vs 11)

	Servants (vs 18)

	Sufferers (vs 19)



 

That is a pretty complete picture of the development of the
Christian from infancy to maturity.

 


	We begin as
newborns – we don’t know much of anything
spiritually, but that we are alive in Christ

	We grow from that to becoming “believers” the Word of God
makes begins to make sense to us and we embrace its
truths

	It isn’t too long before we learn that we don’t fit
into this world very well; believing the Word of God has placed us
on a different path than most of those around us and we are
stranger and
pilgrims

	Then we become servants; servants of God and
through Him; servants of others and

	The final and highest stage of spiritual growth is to
become a sufferer;
to sacrifice our lives; our property, our persons and often our
relationships, for the sake of Jesus Christ



 

And just as a parent does not leave his child alone to go
through these stages of growth; neither does our Heavenly
Father.

 

So throughout this chapter we find the Lord Jesus Christ right
there to guide us step by step in our spiritual growth.

 

We could probably take the picture I have given you deeper than
I am going to take it today; but what I would like to do is show
you who Christ is in three of those stages of spiritual
development.

 

I am going to call the first point

I. OUR EXPERIENCE

Vs 1-3

 

When we first get saved the Bible says we are like
“new born babes.”

 

And the Bible says that we have “tasted that the
Lord is gracious.”

 

The first thing we come to grasp after our salvation is that
Jesus Christ is gracious.

 

We may not have completely understood that at the very moment of
our salvation.

 

But if we grow in the Lord even a little bit we get it figured
out.

 

Grace means “God’s Riches at Christ’s
Expense.”

 

It is the undeserved favour of God.

 

Grace is the gift that God bestows upon us every single day.

 

Illustration:

A baby is born knowing nothing about his or her parents.

 

But it won’t take too long for that baby to learn how deeply its
parents care for it.

 


	They will get up at any hour of the night

	They will feed them any time they want to be
fed

	They will change those dirty diapers, even though they
don’t like doing it

	They will hold them even though they can’t speak to the
child

	They will look deeply into its eyes

	They will smile

	They will comfort

	They will gently wrap them and protect
them



 

And one of the things I learned real quickly after I got saved
is that God loves me very much…..

 


	He knows I am not perfect, but He loves me
anyway

	He sees every sin I have ever committed but He loves me
anyway

	He realizes that I am far from godly but He gives me a
home in heaven anyway



 

It doesn’t take a new Christian very long to find out that God
is gracious to them.


	He saved them by grace

	He walks with them by grace

	They live for Him by grace



 

And the most gracious thing God has done for us is to give us
the Word of God and the church where we are taught what it
says!

 

The growing baby newborn Christian desires the Word of God as
much as a little new born desires milk.

 

And each taste of the Word of God tells them

The Lord is gracious.

 

As we progress in our spiritual growth, though, we move past the
simple milk. I still love milk – but I am not content with milk

 

So our first experience with the Lord is He is gracious

 

But notice secondly

II. OUR EMOTION

Vs 7

 

Illustration

Someone might argue with me about what I am about to say, and
that is all right. I am not an expert of newborns and this is only
my observations.

 

It seems to me that the first thing the newborn learns about his
or her parents is that they love their baby.

 

But as the baby grows, it begins to love its parents.

 

It reminds me of 1 John 4:19 KJV

We love him, because he first loved
us.

 

At first, we are just glad that God loves us enough to
save  us. But as we grow spiritually we learn

He is precious

 

The Bible says three times in this passage Jesus Christ is
precious…..

 

A. He is precious to God the Father

Vs 4

 

B. He is precious to the spiritual house (the local
church)

Vs. 5-6

 

C. He is precious to each believer

Vs 7

 

Here is the thing

 


	It is obvious that Jesus Christ is precious to God the
Father

	It is important that Jesus Christ is precious to the
church as a whole



 

But real growth is happening in your life as a person when He
becomes precious to YOU

 

When something is precious to you

A. It means you have deep affections for
it.

 


	It is something you love very much

	It is something you live for

	It might be something you would sacrifice and die
for



 

My wife is precious to me.

 


	I can’t go but a moment or two without thinking about
her.

	Every decision I make in my life is in some way
influenced by my relationship with Anita and

	I would risk my life to protect hers if I needed
to.



 

A growing Christian has that same type of affection for Jesus
Christ.

 

When something is precious to you

B. It means it is worth more than anything else to
you.

 

There are some things that are worth so much to us we would
trade away everything else just to keep that thing.

 

The Word of God tells us

1 John 2:15 KJV

Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not
in him.

 

In other words we can’t love the Lord
AND love the things in the world.

 

And a growing healthy Christian reaches a place in life where
they just love the Lord to much to sacrifice a closeness to Him
just to love the things of the world.

 

So we begin this Christian life with the experience, “The Lord
has been very gracious to us.”

As the realization of that grows and develops in us an emotion
blossoms in us, “The Lord is precious to us.”

 

That brings us finally to the place where we find that Jesus
is

III. OUR EXAMPLE

Vs 18-25

 

The Bible says

He is our example

Vs 21

He is our Shepherd

Vs 25

He is our Bishop

Vs 25

 


	As our Shepherd he feeds and protects us

	As our Bishop He rules and is sovereign over
us

	As our example He leads us



 

In all of these the key is found in verse 21,
“follow His steps.”

 

A mature, growing Christian is characterized by this….

He follows Christ.

 

It is not maturity to bask in the graciousness of God
–

“God is so good, I’ll just lay here and cry whenever I need
something.”

 

It is not a mature Christian who merely talks about how
much e loves Jesus

 

Every once in a while I will hear someone say about another
person, “I know this, I know he loves God.”

 

To be honest with you that is not very impressive.

 

I know a lot of people who brag about loving God but who live
like the devil does!

 

A mature person


	Has experienced the graciousness of the Lord and
because of that

	Has growth to truly love the Lord more than this world
and out of that

	Has turned in to a true follower of Jesus
Christ



 

Peter even tells us the how we will know the person who follows
Jesus Christ….

 

A. He will be a stranger in this world

Vs 11

 

God has little love for those who claim to be saints but want to
fit in with the world.

 

B. He will be a servant

Vs 18

 

And not just to those who are easy to serve either.

 

C. He will suffer wrongfully for the sake of
Christ

Vs 19-20

 

Conclusion

I said earlier that 1 Peter chapter two springs naturally out of
1 Peter chapter one.

 

That means that a growing Christian will be the
natural result of a truly born again
Christian.

 

A truly born again person


	Will have experienced Christ to be
gracious

	Will have emotionally come from that to consider Christ
precious and

	Will spring form there to then follow Christ’s
example



 

If you are a Christian, 1 Peter two should tell your story.

 

You should be able to find yourself somewhere on this path.

 

Are you here?

Can you find yourself in these verses?

 

 










Chapter 5
HOW A BABY GROWS


 

[1]I have a couple of things I would like
to read, just for moms -

 

***This was a verse inside a Mothers' Day card -

M is for the mink coat you want, dear,

O is for the opal ring you crave,

T is for the tiny car you'd love, sweet,

H is for the hat that makes you rave,

E is for the earrings you'd admire, love,

R is for the rug on which you'd tread;

    Put them all together, they spell
bankrupt,  So I'm giving you this little card instead.
Daily Bread,

 

****On a more serious note, I read this statistic:

Women who never have children enjoy the equivalent of an
extra  three months a year in leisure time, says Susan Lang,
author of  Women Without Children.  If that figure seems
high, remember that  the average mother spends 3.5 more hours
a week doing housework  than would a woman without children,
plus 11 hours a week on  child-related activities.  This
adds up to an additional 754  hours of work every year—the
equivalent of three months of 12- hour, 5-day work weeks. 
Signs of the Times, May, 1992, p. 6

 

1 Pet 1:22-2:3

vs 2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of
the word, that ye may grow thereby: (KJV)

 

I was thinking about Mother's Day and thought that one thing
that made a mother different than any one else.

 

SHE HAD A BABY!

 

And decided I would preach a message this morning about

How Babies Grow.

 

It is an appropriate message for our church this morning,
because THE BIBLE LIKENS CHRISTIANS TO BABIES, WHO MUST GROW IN THE
THINGS OF GOD!

 

—The test of motherhood is the ability, not just to
have a baby, but to raise a baby to maturity.

 

When you bring that baby home from the hospital, you don't toss
them into another room, kick back in your recliner and say, "BOY,
I'M GLAD THAT IS OVER!"

 

When you get the baby home, the work of childraising has just
begun!

 

—Even so, the true test of a church, is not just to
win souls to Christ, but to help those who are won to grow to
Christian maturity.

 

We rejoice whenever a person gets saved.

 

But we realize too, that our full responsibility has not been
met until that one who has accepted Christ as their Saviour,

has been baptized, and

is faithfully attending church and

is conscientiously serving the Lord!

 

There are some principles that are true, both, with how a new
baby grows, and how a new Christian grows.

 

With that in mind, I want to give you a message I am calling,
"How Do Babies Grow"

 

I. BABIES GROW FROM THE INSIDE OUT!

Everything they need to determine how tall they will be, how
many fingers and toes they will have.

 

All of that is inside them!

 

When you get the baby home, he or she has everything they will
need to grow.

 

All of their eyes, ears, arms and legs are already there.

 

THERE ARE NO ACCESSORY ATTACHMENTS YOU PICK UP LATER, WHEN THEY
ARE OLDER!

 

Did you know that the same thing is true with the
new Christian.

 

Everything they need to grow as a believer is already in them,
the moment they are born again!

 

They don't need a second blessing, or a baptism of the spirit,
in order to grow.

 

When you got saved, your were given by God, everything you will
ever need to become the greatest Christian the world has ever
seen!

 

There are, three things that both a new baby and a new Christian
need in order to grow healthily:

 

1. FOOD

1 Peter 2:2

 

They  say, concerning our physical food, YOU ARE WHAT YOU
EAT!

 

One of the most important things you can do for your baby is to
provide healthy food!

 

At first, it is the milk

After that comes the baby food, it is mushed up and unseasoned,
but it gets the baby used to eating something solid.

 

Then comes the real live stuff!

 

You read here IN THE BIBLE about drinking
milk.

Other places speak of eating strong meat.

 

In the Old Testament, you find out that God was very particular
about what the Jews ate.

He fed them Manna from heaven.

 

Then, when they got into the Promised Land, he said it was a
land flowing with milk and honey.

 

one of the stories in the Old Testament had to do with the
Manna.

 

They said it was angels' food - but the Jews got tired of
it.  They wanted something with leaks and garlics in it.

 

They were trying to IMPROVE on the food God gave them.

 

Our spiritual food is the BIBLE.

And just like the Jews, we sometimes get tired of it.

 

We want something different, something new!  Something
IMPROVED!

 

Let me tell you - WE DO NOT NEED TO IMPROVE THE BIBLE - we just
need to get it inside us!

 

Someone says - "I can't understand that King James Version!"

You just keep reading it!

 

I promise you - God will begin to help you understand it!

 

You know how, when you overcook and over process food it loses
some of its nutrients?

Same thing with the Bible - These hyper processed versions,
boiled down to make them easy to understand without study - LOSE
MOST OF THE SPIRITUAL BLESSING OF READING IT!

 

You might read it and understand it, but you aren't getting the
same spiritual benefit from it!

 

You need FOOD TO GROW

—Make sure you have a daily time of reading the
Bible

—And make sure you are at your place at church each time
the doors are open so you can feast on the meal God gives
there!

 

2. Babies need EXERCISE to grow.

1 Tim 4:6-8

 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of
these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ,
nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto
thou hast attained.

 But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and
exercise thyself rather unto godliness.

 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but
godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life
that now is, and of that which is to come. (KJV)

 

I was listening to someone the other day who was saying how
babies need to be stimulated to help them grow.

 

—When the mom and dad, move the babies hands and
feet.

—When they pick them up and toss them up and
down.

—When they coax them to crawl and turn over and that
type of thing.

 

They are actually helping the baby to EXERCISE and stimulate
their bodies AND MINDS to grow!

 

I heard one time about a program to help people who
were poor readers.  They said that those people who are poor
readers, often times were kids that did not crawl very long as
babies.

 

Something about crawling helps to developing eye
coordination.

 

So - in this program, they would have adults down on
their hands and knees, crawling like a baby, trying to develop that
coordination that is necessary to be a good
reader.!

 

I don't know if it really works, but it does illustrate the
importance of exercise for physical development.

 

And the same is true spiritually - we grow as Christians by
exercising ourselves to godliness!

 

Heb 5:14 says;

But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age,
even those who by
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern
both good and evil. (KJV)

 

One of the most important things a Christian can do, if he wants
to grow spiritually, IS TO GET A MINISTRY IN THE CHURCH!

 

You may wished you could sit in all the services and just listen
to the preaching and teaching.

 

BUT YOU WILL LEARN MORE FROM THE PREACHING AND TEACHING - if you
miss some of it to serve in some other area of the ministry!

 

Thirdly,

3. A Baby needs CLEANLINESS to grow

I heard this story about

****A super-cautious mother always wore a gauze
mask when coming near her baby and insisted that all visitors do
likewise.

    Several older and wiser women tried to tell
her tactfully that she was carrying things too far, but the young
mother insisted that most parents were absolutely criminal in their
carelessness about a child's health.

     Then the mother mentioned that she
thought the baby was beginning to cut a tooth and she wished she
could find out about it in some way. A friend with more experience
said, "Why, just put your finger in his mouth
and… "   There was such a horrified
expression on the mother's face that the friend quickly added,
"Of course, boil your finger first."

 

When Bohannan was born, before we left the hospital with him, a
nurse cam in and gave us a short class on taking care of a
baby.

 

I'll never forget that one of the things she said was

"You'll know you don't need to sterilize the bottle
anymore, when he is old enough to pick a dead fly off the floor and
eat it!"

 

When the babies first come home, keeping things clean, so they
don't get sick, is important!

 

You need to protect them from the bacteria and germs that could
send them BACK to the doctor!

 

Even as we grow older, it is still important to keep things
clean - for the same reasons!

 

And the same is true spiritually.

We need to keep ourselves clean from sin.

We need to keep ourselves away from those people and places that
tempt us to sin.

 

And, as a church, we need to warn the young Christians about the
consequences of sin and help them overcome them!

 

Babies grow from the inside out

 

Secondly

II. BABIES GROW IN A FAMILY

We have nothing but disgust for those people who abandon their
babies in parking lots and garbage cans don't we?

 

We know that a baby needs a home - needs a family in order to
grow healthy.

 

One of the biggest problems we are having in our society is that
so many kids are growing up without a real family!

 

Babies need a family and a home

for love,

for protection,

for food, and

for care

 

Babies are helpless -

they cannot change their own diapers

They cannot fix their own food.

 

They need someone to love them and care for them!

 

And the same is true for the new Christian!

 

They need someone who loves them enough to invest some time on
them!

 

I don't believe a church should refuse membership to any person
who gets saved.  The parents don't wait until the baby is born
to decide whether they will keep it or not do they?

 

No WAY!  They take their kid such as he is, AND LOVE HIM
JUST LIKE THAT!

 

Man, when someone gets saved, we ought to want to get them
baptized and into the church just as soon as we can!

 

Where we can

Love them

protect them

Pray for them

Feed them the Bible, and

help them to grow.

 

Thirdly

III. BABIES GROW BEST WHEN THINGS ARE
BALANCED

Unfortunately, we all know that not all babies are born
healthy.  Some have handicaps that will hinder their growth
all of their lives - some of them will never be fully mature
because of those handicaps.

 

I want to use that to illustrate that the way a person will grow
the most spiritually, is if we make sure they are kept in a
healthy, well balanced type of church, not a cult or other place of
false doctrine.

 

—You need to hear the Word of God preached, (not
somebodies philosophies),

—You need to hear the Word of God preached in Balance
(not just all on the spiritual gifts, or prophecy)

—And you need to from all the books of the Bible, not
just some pet passages like some of the cults do.

 

Finally

IV. BABIES GROW TO A PREDETERMINED IMAGE

Rom 8:29

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate
to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren. (KJV)

 

Just as a child will grow to look exactly like his DNA and genes
have determined,

 

When a person is born again, God gives us a
predetermined image to grow to.

 

Someday, every Christian will have the image of Christ.

 

Every day, we Christians should be more like Christ
than we were the day before!

 

I will end by referring back to the Jews and the manna
again.

 

Every morning, while they were wandering in the wilderness, the
Jews would wake up and look outside the door of their tent at the
manna, God had prepared for them.

 

And every morning, they had a choice;

—They could pick it up and eat it, or

—they could trample it under their feet.

 

We have heard God's message today, and it is like that
manna.

 

We have a choice with what we will do with it.

 

—You can take what was preached and grow from it,
or

—You can walk out of here unchanged, like nothing has
happened.

 

Let's desire the sincere milk of the Word that we may grow!

 

 

If you are not yet a believer, born-again.  Will you come
today and let us show you how to be saved for sure and forever?

 

Christians, there are two ways you might apply this message to
yourself;

 

First, you can
see yourself as the baby Christian (we all
are).  Are you allowing yourself to get the Word of God like
you need to grow?

 

Are you taking the steps of Christian growth like

baptism,

Bible reading,

prayer and

faithful church attendance?

 

Secondly, we can see ourselves as the parents. 

Are you doing what you can to help others get saved and
then to help them grow as Christians? 

Are you serving in a ministry? 

Are you encouraging others in their walk with the
Lord?  Are you purposely attempting to minister to others for
Jesus' sake?






[1] Outline Originally gotten from Herb
Koonce














Chapter 6
THE FIRST FEW STEPS





1 Peter 2:2; Matthew 28:18-20; Hebrews 6:1

 

 

We have all heard churches called "dead churches".

 

I do not ever want this church to be a dead
church!

 

I beg God all the time to make our church A LIVING CHURCH!

 

 

If we are to COME ALIVE, we must know what entails life.

 

And the things I am going to be preaching on during the course
of the next several weeks of the campaign will all be things that
have to do with life.

 

The different stages of life I identified were these:

Birth

Growing up

Fighting life's battles

Work

Reproduction, and

death.

 

We spoke last week about the new birth; that point where we are
born into the family of God and are no longer on the way to hell,
but now on the way to heaven.

 

Today I want to speak to you on the subject of growing up for
God. Taking the FIRST FEW STEPS as children of God.

 

There are a lot of similarities how a person matures and grows
from a baby, and how a Christian matures and grows. In fact, 1
Peter 2:2 said we ought to think of ourselves AS NEWBORN BABES.

 

Take a look at a newborn baby, or young infant.

 

At first, they are almost helpless.

They are cute, cuddly, and exciting to be around.

 

Some lady has a baby in the church, AND PRACTICALLY EVERY LADY
IN THE CHURCH WANTS TO BE A NEW MOTHER AGAIN!

 

Babies are so adorable, you almost forget about the negative
things about babies.

messy diapers

waking you up in the middle of the night

they do not know how to talk your language

 

You have to do nearly everything for them.

 

And we understand that when they are little and we get through
those negatives because we love them, AND because we know they
won't stay that way forever!

 

Every day they are learning new things. Things that will someday
help them to live on their own.

 

At first, we don't hardly even know they are learning.

 

They look, they listen, they move, AND ALL OF IT IS A BRAND NEW
EXPERIENCE THEY HAVE LEARNED FROM.

 

Pretty soon, they are beginning to talk, making sounds that
sound remarkably like mama and dada to their parents.

 

And they begin to learn to walk.

 

At first, it may be in some sort of walker.

 

They get to pushing themselves around in it, and they learn they
can go places by using their legs. At first, their legs may
take them the opposite direction they really
wanted to go. But then they get that pretty well mastered.

 

And they think they need some more freedom, so they
climb up some table or chair and walk around it,
holding on for dear life with their hands.

 

Next, they become a little more bold, and they are kind of half
falling, and half walking between objects that are close
together.

 

Until finally the big day comes, when they launch out on their
own and take their first steps alone!

 

Baby Christians are a lot like
that!

It is exciting to see baby Christians around!

 

They don't know much about church and how the church things are
done, BUT WE ARE SO EXCITED TO SEE THEM SAVED!

 

At first, everything about this Christian life is new to
them.

 

They learn some things without even knowing they are learning
it.

 

How we do church, how to read a hymnal, that
the numbers in the hymnals are not page numbers, but song numbers,
so you don't look for the page, but the song.

 

And they, hopefully begin to learn to walk for the Lord.

 

At first, they are almost totally held up as Christians by
others. They know so little about the spiritual things, they almost
have to do just what other Christians tell them to do.

 

Sometimes in their excitement to walk for God they do
things those of us who have been saved a little longer know
better than to do… but they have to learn from their own
mistakes just like the rest of us!

 

Pretty soon, you see them trying to get around a little on their
own. They hold on to a Christian's hand but they are using
their own two spiritual legs.

 

And finally comes the day when they begin to get around and walk
for God more and more in their own spiritual strength rather than
someone else's.

 

Just like a baby, the Newborn Christian has to learn to
walk.

 

And just like a baby, the very first steps are important
ones.

 

Everybody gets excited watching a baby take its first steps.

 

And
everybody who is really godly gets excited watching a baby
Christian takes his or her first steps for the
Lord.

 

Allow me this morning to outline for you the very steps few
steps a new Christian ought to take!

 

By the way… These steps are important. They will
determine to a large extent how well you will walk for God in the
future.

 

If you do not take them, you will be crippled as a
Christian.

 

If you do not take them properly you will certainly be hindered
in your ability to walk for the Lord in years to come!

 

Step number one

I. THE STEP OF ADMISSION.

This is the step of going public with your decision to become a
Christian.

 

This is the step where you let others know you are now saved,
and that you plan to live for the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

Jesus said this: Matt 10:32-33

Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him
will I confess also before my Father which is in
heaven.

But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I
also deny before my Father which is in heaven.
(KJV)

 

The Bible is very clear that there are no works required in
order to be saved.

 

But the Bible also ties certain things so closely with
being saved that is is almost possible to say that if a person does
not do them, he is not really born again.

 

A person does not have to confess to men that he is saved to be
saved.

 

On the other hand, if a person will not confess to men that he
is saved, he is probably not saved!

 

The step of an open admission or public profession of Jesus
Christ as Saviour is the very first step of the Christian walk!

 

But the question is still, HOW DO WE MAKE THAT CONFESSION?

 

And the answer is THROUGH BELIEVER'S
BAPTISM!

 

Look again at Matthew 28:20 and notice that after salvation, the
very next thing IS TO BE BAPTIZED.

 

Mark 16:15-16

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned. (KJV)

 

Notice how closely baptism and salvation are tied together.

 

Baptism is not required to be saved because it does not say he
that is baptized not shall be damned.

 

Yet, those that are believers, and are saved ARE
SUPPOSED TO BE BAPTIZED!

 

IT IS THE FIRST STEP!

 

I have never met a person who
did much of anything for the Lord who was not
baptized!

 

I know people who have been Christians for many years and who
would like you to think they are spiritual giants, but they are
lacking in their ability to really grow for God and they have very
little spiritual discernment.

 

And baptism is a public confession of faith

Rom 6:4

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory
of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
(KJV)

 

When you get baptized, you are telling everybody who sees
it…

Christ died for my sins

Christ was buried with my sins

Christ rose again to give me freedom from my
sins

 

When we get baptized we are telling everyone who sees that
baptism

We have buried our old ways, and

We want to live a new kind of life!

 

Baptism also identifies the
kind of walk we will have.

That is why I only like
Baptist baptism.

 

When I got baptized, I was saying, I AM GOING TO WALK FOR CHRIST
THE WAY BAPTISTS WALK FOR CHRIST!

 

Step number two

II. THE STEP OF ADMINISTRATION

This is the step that determines where you will get the
directions for your life.

 

It is the step of Bible Reading and
Prayer.

 

I have come to the place where I almost always put the two
together because they combine to make up the way we converse with
God.

 

I read the Bible so God can talk to me, and I pray so I can talk
to God.

 

By the way, you will have better success in your
prayer life if you allow your conversation with God to be stirred
by the Word of God!

 

You know how in a conversation one thought reminds us of
something and that leads us to say the next thing?

 

Our conversation with God is best when we are allowing the Bible
to stir our thoughts and minds about what it is we say to God!

 

Now the step of Bible reading and prayer is an extremely
important one in your future development as a Christian.

 

Somewhere I heard that babies develop their hand eye
coordination while they are crawling. They say that if a baby does
not crawl long enough, it will effect their sight so they will be
poor readers.

 

One reading improvement
course for adults I read about actually has the adults on their
hands and knees crawling to develop the hand eye skills they lacked
as infants!

 

Listen. if you don't learn right away in your Christian life to
read your Bible and Pray, it will affect your development as a
Christian the rest of your life!

 

With that in mind let me give you a few guidelines about Bible
reading and then about prayer:

 

1.When you read
the Bible, it should be taken;

a. Literally.

In other words, don't look for some deep hidden meaning. Look
for the most obvious meaning there is!

 

Read like a little child would read it!

 

If the Bible says God parted the Red Sea… God parted the
Red Sea.

 

If the Bible says God made the Sun and Moon stand still…
God made the sun and moon stand still.

 

If the Bible says God made a big fish to swallow Jonah,
God made a big fish to swallow Jonah.

 

If the Bible says that Jesus was born of a virgin, Jesus
was born of a virgin.

 

If the Bible says Jesus lived His life without ever
committing one sin, Jesus lived His entire life without ever
committing one sin.

 

If the Bible says Whosover shall call upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved, then whosoever shall call upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved.

 

Take the Bible literally. Believe it for what it says! You don't
need some high falooting degree to read and understand the
Bible!

 

All you need for that is the Holy Spirit to teach you, AND HE
WILL DO THAT IF YOU ARE SAVED!

 

b. WHOLLY.

I mean by that, that the Bible is written by one Author,
God.

 

Since God knows everything and cannot make mistakes, and since
the Bible is a book written by God, the Bible has no mistakes in
it

 

And no contradictions.

 

Sometimes when we are reading the Bible, there are things that
sound like there are things that contradict each other.

 

God never contradicts
himself..SO WE KNOW THAT THE PROBLEM IS NOT WITH THE BIBLE BUT WITH
HOW WE UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE!

 

We need to study the Bible more in those areas, and we need to
go to our pastor to help us understand the verse in the light of
all the Bible together.

 

And if we still think the Bible has a contradiction…
We need to patiently wait until God chooses to help us understand
the verse in a way that does not contradict the rest of the
Bible!

 

c. ACTUALLY

I mean by that, that what the Bible says, we ought to believe
and do.

 

The Bible is not like a book
of philosophy where we can read it and decide whether we agree with
it or not.

 

We are not privileged by God to add to take away from, or
develop a new way other than the Bible!

 

The Word of God… this Bible IS THE VERY WORD OF GOD!

 

It is not what men think
about God

It is what God thinks about
man!

 

Its ways are higher than our ways and

its thoughts are higher than our thoughts!

 

And when our thoughts and ways do not jive with its thoughts and
ways… WE ARE TO ABANDON OR THOUGHTS AND GO WITH ITS THOUGHTS AND
WAYS!

 

Take the Bible literally, wholly, and actually.

 

2. About Prayer
we should:

a. Pray without ceasing

if we would start doing that from the very start of our
Christian life, we would be much better off in the later years of
our faith!

 

Christians… WE PRAY FAR TOO
LITTLE!

 

The reason we don't believe in prayer is because we do not pray
enough to find out that prayer really works!

 

When we pray without ceasing, God answers
prayer!

 

When we pray without ceasing, God does the
impossible!

 

When we pray without ceasing our lives get
changed!

 

When we pray without ceasing, we find out that prayer
really works!

 

b. Pray about everything.

I told you last Sunday night about one of the things Dr. Hyles
taught while I was in Chicago. He recommended that every pastor
schedule at least 20 hours a week for
prayer!

 

I understand that the Pastor's job is to lead in prayer and
ministry of the Word. We ought to pray a bunch!

 

I also understand that not all of us have huge blocks of time we
can use for prayer.

 

But I also know that many of us have more time than we let on
that we could be praying if we thought about it.

 

How about prayer
instead of watching the soap opera's ladies?

 

How about prayer
instead of the football games men?

 

You say, "I am not sure what I could pray for for a
whole hour!"

 

That is because you haven't learned to pray about
everything!

 

We have a tendency to class all of our life into one of three
groups.

 

Those things which need no concern,

Those things we are concerned about, but want to handle
ourselves.

Those things that we are concerned about and pray
over.

 

When what we really ought to do is JUST PRAY ABOUT
EVERYTHING!

 

We don't think we need much prayer about what we
have for dinner

 

We don't think we need to pray about how healthy we
are.

 

We don't think we need to pray about our kids at
school.

 

But all of those are viable prayer concerns!

 

JESUS TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES THAT THEY EVEN SHOULD PRAY FOR THEIR
DAILY BREAD!

 

****Pray for those things you don't think you need to pray
about.

 

***Pray for those things you would rather take care of
yourself.

 

***And pray for those things that you can't take care of
yourself!

 

And if you make a prayer list like that, YOU WILL FIND YOU HAVE
TO FIND TIME TO PRAY FOR THE WHOLE THING RATHER THAN NOT KNOWING
WHAT TO PRAY FOR!

 

When you pray

b. Accept God's Answers

I have found that God answers prayers three ways:

Yes,

No, and

Keep praying!

 

When I begin to pray for something  I try to pray for it
until God gives it to me (answers yes)

 

Or says He does not want me to have it. (answers no). There are
times when I pray for something and God convicts me that it is not
within His will for me to get what I am praying for. I accept that
answer and go on with other things!

 

But until one of those two happens I just keep praying and
praying and praying! if it is several days keep praying, or even if
it is several years

KEEP PRAYING!

 

Finally, step number three is:

III. THE STEP OF ADMONITION

This is the step of church.

 

Jesus said that those who get saved should next get baptized,
and then should be taught to observe or do all that he
commanded.

 

We are going to learn that AT CHURCH.

 

The importance of the
Church can be seen in the fact that the Bible says Christ loved the
church and gave Himself for it.

 

That church, I remind you, is not an invisible, universal body
which all Christians belong to… THERE IS JUST NO SUCH HORSE FOUND
ANYWHERE IN THE BIBLE!

 

Christ loved
the local church!  A place where Christians
can come and be instructed in the Word and encouraged to do all
that Christ commanded!

 

And it is that church he gave Himself for!

 

Now let me give you three quick thoughts about the church before
we finish:

 

1. No one can successfully learn to walk for the Lord
without the church.

We MUST have the support, teaching, encouragement, and prompting
of a church to keep us going for God!

 

The strongest Christian will fall by the wayside if without the
local church.

 

2. No one can successfully learn to walk for the Lord
without being attached to a single church.

Part of the reason why a local church is able to keep us growing
in the Lord is because we develop attachments there.

 

The commitment of membership in the church.

 

And the development of friendships in the church which comes
from faithfully participating in the church together, working for
that common cause in the church, creates an atmosphere which is
most able to keep us doing right!

 

3. No one can successfully learn to walk for the Lord
without staying at that church for a very long time!

Church hoppers never grow very strong for the Lord!

 

Every time the preacher says something they don't like they just
go on to a new church.

 

Every time there is a difficulty with another member, they just
move on to another church.

 

They never therefore get grounded in any certain doctrinal
conviction.

And they never allow the difficulties to mold them into a more
Christ honoring person!

 

There is
nothing more thrilling than to see and newborn
baby!

 

Unless it is to see that baby grow and
begin to take its first steps!

 

And oh how wonderful it is to see folks get saved!

 

But it is just as exciting to see that new Christian begin to
take those first steps for the Lord!

 

The step of admission, as they get baptized

The step of Administration, as they learn to
read their Bibles and pray, and

The step of Admonition, as they come to church,
join and get attached there, and commit themselves to just staying
with it all their life!

 

 

 










Chapter 7
MARRIAGE: HEIRS TOGETHER





1 Peter 3:1-7

 

The passage we have before us is one of the more familiar ones
on the subject of marriage.

 

Instructions are given for both the wife and the husband.

 

And it looks to me like things have not changed that much over
the last 2000 years.

 


	The wife’s main concern was still how to win her
worldly husband and

	The husband’s main concern was how to live with his
wife



 

I want to take my text from verse seven tonight and right in the
middle of the verse the phrase, “as being heirs
together of the grace of life.”

 

When we take that into consideration with the very next phrase,
“that your prayers be not hindered” it
becomes obvious that the subject is not one of earthly matters but
of spiritual.

 

It is true that the married couple share in life


	Both its ups

	And its downs



 

But this passage indicates to us that we share not only in
earthly life, but eternal life as well.

 

Two Bible terms came to my mind as I began to consider this
passage:

 

First, the Bible says of the married couple
that they are one flesh.

Secondly, the Bible says of the Christian that
we are joint heirs with Christ.

 

 

I. THE BIBLE SAYS THE MARRIED COUPLE ARE ONE
FLESH

Gen 2:18; 21-24

And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man
should be alone; I will make him an help meet for
him.

…..

And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon
Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the
flesh instead thereof;

And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man,
made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.

And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and
flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken
out of Man.

Therefore shall a man leave his father and his
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one
flesh. (KJV)

 

Jesus amplified the phrase when He said,

Mark 10:8

And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are
no more twain, but one flesh. (KJV)

 

I have to tell you, I don’t think God ever intended for this
“one flesh” thing to be just
symbolic.

 

Jesus went on to say,

Mark 10:9

What therefore God hath joined together, let not man
put asunder. (KJV)

 

The marriage relationship is one that is so tied with our
relationship with Jesus Christ that God uses marriage as an example
of Jesus and the Church.

 

Ephesians 5:31-32

For this cause shall a man leave his father and
mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be
one flesh.

This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning
Christ and the church. (KJV)

 

So that, before a person enters into marriage they ought to be
very sure what they are doing is directed of the Lord.

 

And once married they must understand that the relationship is
unbreakable with only a couple of very strict exceptions.

 

This was virtually unchallenged until just a very few years ago
when the courts began granting no fault divorces:

 

God says 

Eccl 5:5

Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that
thou shouldest vow and not pay. (KJV)

 

And I am of the opinion that God holds us accountable to our
vows, even if the government does not.

 


	Society might let us break our vows

	Family might let us break our vows

	Neighbors and friends might let us break our
vows



 

But I have Bible authority to declare God does not.

 

When we vow to a spouse to love honor and cherish them until
death do us part; God takes that seriously.

 

Seriously enough in fact that our eternal position, not as saved
or unsaved, but so far as our heavenly inheritance, is tied to our
relationship with our spouse.

 

II. THE BIBLE SAYS OF THE CHRISTIAN THAT WE ARE JOINT
HEIRS WITH CHRIST

Rom 8:16-17

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit,
that we are the children of God:

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we
may be also glorified together. (KJV)

 

The word “heir” means “common
participation, sharer.”

 

That is a tremendous thought.

 

God has promised you and me that we share in common what is
Christ’s.

 


	The Bible says we shall be like Him for we shall see
Him as He is

	The Bible says we will rule and reign with
Him

	The Bible says we are in Him and He is in
us



 

As a born again Child of God,


	I can never be taken out of Christ.

	Christ can never be taken out of me

	I can never not be a joint heir



 

And the significance of this for tonight’s message is that is
the exact same language of 1 Peter 3:7.

 


	The husband and the wife are one flesh

	They are one in the other and the other in the
one

	They are heirs together of the grace of
life



 

My rewards in heaven will be determined to a large measure by
Anita and

Anita’s rewards in heaven will be determined to a large measure
by me.

 

In fact, there might not be any my rewards and her rewards.

It might be that God continues to view us as one flesh into
eternity.

 

I teach it in pre-marriage lessons.

 

I say that before God created the heavens and the earth


	God saw Caleb.

	God saw that it was not good for Caleb to be
alone

	God determined before the foundations of the world to
create Caleb a helpmeet



 

And he created out of Caleb – Lisa.

 

God watched over the two of them


	Through conception

	Through the childhood years

	Through adolescence until the day



 

God orchestrated their meeting.

 

And God brought the two individuals together, to become one
flesh in marriage.

 

And we all think that is a beautiful sentiment.

 

But what if it is more than a sentiment?

 

What if God really did make the man and the woman specifically
for each other for eternity?

 

What if marriage not only completes us today, but also into the
Heavenly forever?

 

What if we are one in heaven in a more significant way than we
could ever be on earth?

 

God is one God and three Persons

 

Could it be in heaven Anita and I will be two persons but
“one.”

 

III. WHAT IF WE REALLY ARE HEIRS TOGETHER OF THE GRACE
OF LIFE?

 

What if

A. My wife and I share a mansion because we are one
flesh in heaven

John 14:2-3

In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for
you.

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may
be also. (KJV)

 

Maybe this promise isn’t to me and then to Anita but to Anita
and me together……

 

I really have no idea what our mansions in heaven look like.

 

I only imagine that they are greater than we could ever
imagine.

 

But I can’t imagine enjoying a mansion if it’s only my
mansion.

 

What if my mansion and Anita’s mansion are the same mansion
because

We were heirs together of the grace of life on earth and

We are heirs together of our mansion in glory

 

B. What if my wife and I share the same rewards because
we are one flesh?

2 Cor 5:10

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or
bad. (KJV)

 

1 Cor 3:12-15

Now if any man build upon this foundation gold,
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;

Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day
shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the
fire shall try every man's work of what sort it
is.

If any man's work abide which he hath built
thereupon, he shall receive a reward.

If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer
loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by
fire.(KJV)

 

So here is my question in light of 1 Peter 3:7;

What if I don’t appear as the individual Marvin but as the
“one flesh” God made Anita and me?

 

What if we share in each others spiritual successes and failures
not only on earth but also in heaven?

 

C. What if we share eternal duties because we are one
flesh?

Matt 25:21

His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy
lord. (KJV)

 

Somebody will bring up the question what about

Matt 22:29-30

Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not
knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.

For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are
given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in
heaven. (KJV)

 

Since the Bible says there are no marriages in heaven, how can
we still be married in heaven.

 

A couple of thoughts:

First, that passage is very Jewish.

What applies to a Jewish person who did not live during this age
of grace does not necessarily apply to you and me.

 

Secondly,

I am not positing that there are weddings in heaven.

 

I am suggesting that maybe in heaven; those of us who were
married in this life are “one flesh” in
heaven.

 

Finally

D. What if we share eternal life because we are one
flesh?

 

I am wondering about the man or the woman who decides one day
that they can no longer remain married to their spouse

 


	They have “fallen out of love.”

	They just aren’t compatible any more

	They have found someone new



 

Or for some other reason, not allowed in the Bible, choose to
divorce.

 

What if God refuses to accept their reasons?

What if God still considers them heir together, even if they
would not live together?

 

Conclusion:

I don’t know much about eternity; no one does.

 

I do know this; whatever happens to my marriage relationship in
eternity, how I relate with my wife today will impact both hers and
my position before the Father forever.

 

And my whole purpose for the message is this

 

Take marriage seriously.

 

If you haven’t married yet – don’t play around.

Seek God’s will for your spouse and wait until God makes it
clear who that person is.

 

And if you are married

Pour your heart and soul into the relationship

 

You are heirs together of the grace of life. That can never
change.

 

 










Chapter 8
THE IMPACT OF THE GOSPEL





1 Peter 3:18-22

 

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 KJV

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel
which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein
ye stand;

By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory
what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in
vain.

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I
also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures;

And that he was buried, and that he rose again the
third day according to the scriptures:

 

I read something the other day that has been much on my
mind.

 

The author said that a healthy church will see evangelism spring
out preaching and teaching on the Gospel, not out of training
courses on soul winning.[1]

 

That makes sense to me because

First of all, it would create a more natural
style of soul winning rather than a vacuum cleaner salesman
style.

Secondly, it will be a more biblical message
that is preached if the one who is witnessing is infused with the
Gospel and not simply a sales presentation.

 

Paul said to the church in Corinth

1 Corinthians 2:1-2 KJV

And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with
excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony
of God.

For I determined not to know any thing among you,
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.

 

This is the message of the church.


	Not classes on managing money

	Not courses on better marriages

	Not parenting principles

	Not social reform

	Not political platforms

	Not a hundred other things some would have us major
on



Our message is Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.

This, we may do well.

 

And when we do it well, I am confident that God will also mature
us in all of those other areas.

 

Our message is Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.

 

And there is plenty of preaching and teaching of the Gospel that
may be done.

 

Paul defines the Gospel as


	That Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; And

	That he was buried, and

	That he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures:



 

The death, the burial and the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and
that, “according to the scriptures.”

 

That brings me right back to the passage I want to preach this
morning.

 

I find in 1 Peter 3:18-22


	The death

	The burial and

	The resurrection



of Jesus Christ

 

Allow me to preach it

 

First of all with

I. THE SUFFERING OF THE SAVIOUR

Vs 18

This, of course corresponds to His death on the cross….

 

A. The word “suffer” means “to experience” or “to feel,
usually pain.”

 

The thought occurred to me that, while we know that Christ died
for our sins, I wonder if we ever give much thought to the fact
that

1. “He felt pain” for our sins?

 

He experienced the pain that our sin caused.

 

And the word “suffer” implies something more
than just the physical pain of sin. That passes away.

 

The word also means “passion”

2. Jesus endured the mental pain of knowing our
sins.

 


	The hurt

	The heartache

	The twisting in the stomach



The emotional pain of our sins

 

B. It was “the just for the unjust.”

 

I know this has become sort of a hobby horse lately, but I am
afraid we pass over phrases like this too quickly.

 


	We do not place enough thought upon them

	We do not appreciate the truth of them thoroughly
enough



 

We are the “unjust.”

The word means “wicked, treacherous,
heathen”

 

Jesus is “just.”

When we think of this word we think innocent.

 

But the definition of the word traces back to being
“straight up” or “in the right
order.”

 


	Jesus is more than just “innocent” “having done nothing
wrong;

	Jesus is completely just, having done everything
right.



 

And this One Who has done everything right suffered for you and
me, who are, in God’s sight, wicked, treacherous and heathen.

 

And He did it so He could bring us to God.


	To His as our Heavenly Father

	To Him so we might obtain mercy and find grace to help
in time of need

	To Him, to dwell with Him forever in
heaven



 

I would like to preach the Gospel secondly with

II. THE SERMON OF THE SAVIOUR

Vs 19-21

And this corresponds to His burial…

 

Here is one of those passages that has about as many
interpretations as there are preachers.

 

Four main versions immerge

1. That when Christ died, he went to hell and preached
to the demons there that He is victor

2. That when Jesus died, He went to paradise and
released the saints there to heaven

3. That when Jesus died He sent His Spirit in the
apostles to preach to lost men and women on earth

4. That this refers not to His death at all, but to His
Spirit preaching through Noah to the men and women that lived in
his day.

 

I do not know a way to go through my reasons without bogging
this message down enough to bore some of you to tears

 

Suffice it to say this

The language of this passage is similar enough to the
language of other texts that

 

I believe this is a reference to those fallen angels who, with
Lucifer committed lewd acts with the women of Noah’s day just prior
to the flood and produced a race of supernatural “giants.”

 

Those giants being the primary reason God slew all of mankind in
the Flood.

 

And those fallen angels or “demons” that did this wicked thing
were then bound in the bottomless pit and not given the freedom to
walk to and fro in the earth as Satan and other demons did and
still do today.

 

My understanding is this:

During those three days and nights when Jesus’ body lay in the
grave, His Spirit did not lie silent.

 

His Spirit went into that prison and declared to Satan and his
cronies


	That they were doomed

	That death was about to be conquered and

	That Satan is no god after all!



 

I want to try to preach the thirdly with

III. THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE SAVIOUR

Vs 21-22

This corresponds obviously to His resurrection

 


	The death

	The burial and

	The resurrection



Of Jesus Christ

 

So pleased His heavenly Father that upon arrival in glory, God
placed all powers under the authority of His Son.

 


	Jesus has always existed and

	Jesus has always been equally God with His
Father….



 

But there is in the Bible a “chain of authority” that exists
even among the godhead.

 

And it appears to me that, when Jesus returned to glory, God the
Father relegated to Jesus Christ, that which had originally
belonged to the Father.

 

So that, according to Philippians 2:9-11 KJV

….God …. hath highly exalted him, and given him a
name which is above every name:

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the
earth;

And that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

 

The death, the burial and the resurrection of Jesus Christ found
in this passage in


	His suffering

	His sermon in the prison and

	His sovereignty



 

Conclusion:

I have one last thing I need to do before we can finish this
morning and that is to ask the question;


	Where does all of this leave me?

	What is the purpose of a message like
this?



 

And the answer to those questions has to be found right within
the context where I find three concerns that brought this chapter
to this Gospel…..

 

A. A concern for lost souls

Vs 1-2

 

We use this as a marriage text don’t we?

 

But the real point of the text is not how wives can make their
husbands better men.

 

The real point of the text is how Christians can be used of God
to win souls to Jesus Christ.

 

Whether we are speaking about


	Your husband or

	Your wife or

	Your neighbor or

	An unreached group of people in a far off
land



 

We won’t care for their souls until we get a real good hold of
the Gospel.

 

We won’t care that some else is going to an eternal hell until
we know we were going there and Jesus, through His Gospel, has
rescued us.

 

A truly saved soul will want to see others saved.

 

B. A Call to Basic Christianity

Vs 3-13

 

That’s all that


	Being a good husband

	Being a good wife and

	Being a good citizen is



 

It is just being a basic Christian.

 

A Christian

Someone who is born again and knows it

 

Just is


	A good husband

	A good wife and

	A good citizen



 

He or she is driven of the spirit of God in him to

1 Peter 3:11 KJV

…. eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and
ensue it.

 

C. A cry to sacrifice (suffer) for righteousness’
sake

Vs 14-17

 

I think we generally think this means that if someone persecutes
me,


	I may not like it

	I may wish it wasn’t happening but

	I endure it anyway



 

But if you look at the passage more closely you will see this is
speaking of voluntarily suffering for righteousness’ sake in a
fashion similar to how Jesus voluntarily suffered the cross.

 

I am not advocating that we make people persecute us.

But isn’t


	Making time to go out among the people and
witness



A sacrifice for righteousness sake?

 

Isn’t


	Faithfully giving our tithes and then joyfully giving
more than our tithes to missions and other causes in the
church



The same as taking joyfully the spoiling of our goods?

 

Isn’t


	The surrender of ourselves to perform some ministry and
service in the church of Jesus Christ



A form of dying in the flesh so that the Spirit of God may live
us?

 

I submit to you; that is the purpose God’s Word has in here
preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ

 


	His Suffering corresponding to His death

	His Sermon corresponding to His burial
and

	His Sovereignty corresponding to His
resurrection



 

It is that message


	That motivates the soul winner



It is that message


	That compels the Christian to good and



It is that message


	That stirs us to sacrifice for righteousness’
sake



 






[1] Mark Dever, Nine Marks of a
Healthy Church
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