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Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. Please forgive those typographical
and grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. While I have
proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many mistakes. I
would welcome an e-mail identifying those mistakes so that I may
correct them. Also note that I have developed my own style of
writing for sermon preparation. It seems to work well for me as I
preach from the pulpit. I elected to keep most of that style
intact. I trust it will add rather than distract from the
effectiveness while you read.

 

Should you find the book is helpful to you, or if you have
questions you would like to ask me, feel free to contact me.

 

My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.

 

You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:

www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College

www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/

 

I have several books available for purchase either as e-books or
paperback at lulu.com. Search for my name.


Upon This Rock, A study in Baptist Doctrine


The Foot of the Cross, these were there when Jesus
died

Depravity,
Getting Honest With Sin


Think On These Things, Bible Study Series,
Philippians


The Rapture and Return, Bible Study Series, First and
Second Peter

These Are
Written, Bible Study Series, A Harmony of the Gospels

 

 








Chapter 1
Context, Contrast and Conclusion


Psalms 1:1-6

 

 

 

 The Psalms are highly emotional poems mostly. They are
portions of the Bible that I recommend be read during times of
emotional turmoil or struggle in life because that is when they
really come alive!

 

 For many years, I read the Psalms through once per month.
They help develop a person's sensitivity and love for others.

 

 Because of the number of Psalms, there are multitudes of
ways to divide them.

 One of the most common is to divide them into categories
based on the content of the individual Psalm

 The five categories are;

1. Penitential Psalms (confession of sins)

2. Praise Psalms (worship to God)

3. Imprecatory Psalms (pronounce curses on enemies)

4. Songs of degrees (sung while the Jews travelled to
Jerusalem)

5. Messianic Psalms (predict a truth about the Messiah)

 

The Psalms are an important part of the Scriptures as can be
attested to by the fact that it is the most frequently quoted Old
Testament book of the New Testament.

 

I have divided Psalms 1 into three sections for our
concentration tonight;

 

Notice first of all what I have labeled;

I. THE CONTEXT.

(verses
1-2)          

The key thought, the bulk of the message of this entire Psalm is
found in these two verses.

 

And the main message is that of SEPARATION!

 

Blessed or happy, blessed of God is the person who exercises the
right kind of Separation!

 

The concept of Separation is a major lesson of the Bible.

The words saint, sanctify, and holy ALL MEAN TO
BE SEPARATED!

 

And separation is a basic message of the Bible in that, IT ONLY
MAKES SENSE!

 

The Bible says, "How can two walk together except they be
agreed?"

 

I mean THIS IS SIMPLE! Two people walking in different
directions, CANNOT WALK TOGETHER!

 

And God is saying in this Psalm, THE BLESSED PERSON is the one
that figures that out!

 

We read 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 this morning, but let's turn there
again tonight.

 

 Can you see here that God teaches us the principle of
separation?

 God says that those who come out from among the ungodly
and worldly things, those are the ones He calls children!

 

Now, notice with me that in Psalms 1:1-2 the separation goes two
ways;

 

1. SEPARATE FROM SINNERS AND SIN.

 

 By the way, many times when people talk about separation,
they talk about separating from personal sin.

 

 They use the doctrine of separation in the Bible to preach
about giving up sinful practices and vices. AND THAT IS TRUE THAT
WE SHOULD, BUT IT IS ONLY PART OF THE DOCTRINE OF SEPARATION!

 

 Bible separation means not only to separate from personal
sin, BUT TO SEPARATE FROM THOSE WHO ARE INVOLVED IN SINFUL OR
UNGODLY PRACTICES!

 

Proverbs 1:10-15 deals with this separation;

Look also at

 1 Cor 5:9-11

 Phil 3:17

 2 Thes 3:6

 2 Thes 3:14-15

 1 Tim 6:3-5

 2 Tim 3:5

 Titus 3:10

 2 Jn 10-11

 

 Psalms says, Blessed is the man who

@@@walks not in the counsel of the ungodly (There is association
with)

@@@Stands in the way of sinners (this is identification with),
or

@@@Sits in the seat of the scornful ( this is a fixation
with)

 

 A person who runs around with sinful or
ungodly people becomes identified as being one of
them, and eventually does what the ungodly do!

 

 This is one of the reasons why our church does not
associate with the Astoria Ministerial Association.

 Why we do not cooperate with them in their Easter Services
or Christmas Cantata's.

 And why we do not join any denominational
organization!

 

When you associate with them, you will become
identified as one of them, (people will think of
you the same way they think of them), and you will probably one day
join in and do the ungodly things they do!

 

  Now, be careful! Separation does not
mean that I have to be obnoxious to those with whom I disagree.

 It does not mean that I have to attack them.

 It does not even mean that I have to shun them and turn my
back away from them when I see them.

 

It just means that I do not hold hands with them in any way
shape or form!

 

 In fact, I can have contact with the ungodly
and still remain separated, AS LONG AS I AM IN CONTROL OF THE
CONTACT AND NOT THEM!

 

 For example, we have had people who are in my opinion
cultists come to our church services. We did not kick them out. We
welcomed them, shook their hands and smiled at them, AND STILL
REMAINED SEPARATED FROM THEIR FALSE TEACHINGS.

 

 But, we could not turn suit and attend the services of
their group and remain separated, because at that point they would
be controlling the contact!

 

%%% Would you notice in the Psalm that while
there are three negative applications to the separation, there are
a couple of positive applications too!

 

More negatives than positives! AND BECAUSE OF MAN'S SIN NATURE,
A BIBLE PROPORTIONED PREACHER, One who wants to emphasize what the
Bible emphasizes and preach with a balance similar to that in the
Bible  OUGHT TO PREACH AGAINST THE NEGATIVES OF SIN more than
the positives!

 

 The Bible talks more about man's sin than it does about
righteousness.

 The Bible talks about hell more than heaven… .

 

And in this Psalm, gives us MORE TO SEPARATE FROM THAN TO
SEPARATE TO!

 

%%%% On the other hand, BIBLE SEPARATION MEANS
MORE THAN KEEPING AWAY FROM CERTAIN THINGS… We stop doing some
things, AND WE START DOING OTHER THINGS!

 

It is not good enough to put off the old man and his deeds, we
NEED TO PUT ON THE NEW MAN AND DO RIGHT!

 

Yes, we ought to stop our sinning, BUT THEN WE OUGHT TO START
WORKING FOR THE LORD!

 

In 2 Thessalonians 1:9 Paul says of them

"… ye turn TO God, FROM idols to serve the living and true
God."

 

They turned away from ungodliness, and they turned to
godliness!

 

So there are two things that Psalms 1 says we ought to do in
order to be blessed of God

1. DELIGHT IN THE LAW OF THE LORD.

 

Delight in the Law of the Lord, the Bible!

 

Of course delighting in it would mean,

First LOVING IT!

Psalms 119 says

"Great peace have they which love thy Law and nothing shall
offend them!"

 

We ought to literally LOVE THE BIBLE!

 

And Secondly

OBEY THE BIBLE!

 

Can you really say you delight in God's Word and that you love
it if you do not obey it?

 

2. MEDITATE IN IT.

 Meditating upon god's Law means simply to spend time
thinking about it. mulling it over in your mind. Learning what it
means and chewing on it a while.

 Figuring out how it applies to you!

 

 If there is anything that Bible Believing Baptists ought
to be, WE OUGHT TO BE BIBLE READING, BIBLE LEARNING, and BIBLE
LIVING!

 

Let's look at the next heading and see;

II. THE CONTRAST.

Verses 3-5

 

In these verse we find that there is a difference between those
that live godly and those that live ungodly.

 

A. Notice first what he says about the
GODLY;

1. there is STABILITY

"he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water… his
leaf also shall not whither… "

 

2. there is FRUITFULNESS

"… that bringeth forth his fruit in his season… "

 

3. there is PROSPERITY

"… and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper… "

 

Does this mean that all of this will come upon the godly in this
lifetime? In some cases, and in some ways, yes…

 

BUT THE REAL FULFILLMENT OF THIS VERSE IS IN HEAVEN! WHEN ALL OF
THIS WILL BE 100% TRUE OF THE CHRISTIAN!

 

 How badly we need to learn that WE LIVE AND SERVE FOR
HEAVENLY TREASURES NOT EARTHLY!

 

Look what he says about

B. THE UNGODLY

 

1. HE IS UNSTABLE

"… like the chaff which the wind driveth away… "

 

Everything the ungodly has and lives for is flighting!

 

 I used to work the wheat fields in the summers while in
High School.  Ever once in a while we would want to eat a
handful of wheat so we would take a head, roll it around in our
hands, AND THEN BLOW AWAY THE CHAFF!

 

 Just like gold, being washed in the water, the gold
settles to the bottom and remains while everything else floats
away, The kernels of wheat stay in your hand, and the chaff is
gone!

 

 The lost person lives his entire life for things that are
unstable! And he will one day lose it all!

 

His life;

His possessions;

even his happiness!

 

2. HE IS CONDEMNED

"… shall not stand in the judgment… "

 

The unsaved ungodly person is without excuse for his ungodly
actions and will have to bow his head and accept the judgment that
God hands down!

 

There will be no defense for his lifestyle, No witnesses on his
behalf.

 

He is condemned!

 

3. HE IS LOST

"… in the congregation of the righteous."

 

One of the things I am looking forward to in heaven, IS SEEING
WHO ALL IS THERE!

 

It is going to be so fun to visit with loved ones that we
haven't seen in years… MAYBE EVEN FAMILY MEMBERS THAT WE HAVEN'T
MET!

 

I think it is going to be fun to try to trace down my spiritual
roots.

 The guy who led me to the Lord

 Was led to the Lord by;

 who was led to the Lord by;

 who was led to the Lord by;

ON DOWN THE LINE TO THE ONE WHO WAS LED TO THE LORD BY JOHN THE
BAPTIST!

 

What a great congregation that will be in heaven!

 

But I think there will also be a touch of sadness AS WE LOOK
AROUND THAT CONGREGATION and see who is not there!

 

You see, when you look into the future… WHEN YOU LOOK INTO
HEAVEN,

 

it is important what group you belong too!

 

Let's wrap this message up by looking at

III. THE CONCLUSION

verse 6

The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous, but the way of
the ungodly shall perish..

 

There are only two roads a person can walk in this life… The way
of the righteous, or the way of the ungodly.

 

AND THE BIBLE TELLS US THAT MOST PEOPLE CHOOSE THE WAY OF THE
UNGODLY!

 

Even Christians often choose to live a life that is more like
the life of the ungodly than the righteous!

 

That is not to say that they can lose their souls to hell.

 

But all that they do with their lives ends up perishing!

 

And often times, people they could have won to the Lord end up
perishing too!

 

 You know, if you think about the consequences of missing
one soul that we could have won to Christ, IT COULD BE
ENORMOUS!

 

 If I win a person to the Lord

Who wins just one person to the Lord,

Who in turn wins just one soul…

 

Over a period of generations, WE COULD BE TALKING ABOUT
THOUSANDS OF SOULS that would not have gotten saved had I not won
that first one to Jesus Christ!

 

 

 

 

 










Chapter 2
Question, Introduction and Solution


Psalms 2:1-12

 

 Although there is nothing on this Psalm to attribute it to
King David, Acts 4:25 says that it was written by David and that it
refers to Jesus Christ.

 In fact, this passage speaks almost more of the future
Messiah and it does about the present conditions of the
writter.

 Most Old Testament Prophecies about the Lord, especially
those in the Psalms, use David or another person as a type of
Jesus.

 

This Psalm is actually more true of Christ than it is of
David!

 

 History says that this Psalm was written by David while he
was in exile from Jerusalem when his own son, Absalom tried to take
the kingdom from him.

 

 I picture tears flowing down the cheeks of the King as he
could hear the sounds of the battle that his son was leading
against him, and where his son was killed!

 

 David was a tremendous man!  He is famous and well
loved as a Bible character,

 BUT DAVID WAS ALSO A MAN THAT HAD GONE THROUGH SOME SEVERE
TIMES OF TRIAL!

 

 For fourteen years he had fled from the presence of King
Saul, as man that he had no ill feelings towards, but who wanted
David killed just out of jealousy.

 

 David had known hardships, and it was those hardships,
coupled with his faith in God that had made him the mighty man he
was!

 

 One of the greatest things about him, is
although he was a man of war, well capable to defeating his enemies
if he had chosen, DAVID NEVER PERSONALLY TOOK VENGEANCE INTO HIS
OWN HANDS! YOu never see King David angry or spiteful or
vengengeful!

 

 In fact, there were times that enemies of his were killed,
AND DAVID WOULD PERSONALLY AND PUBLICLY MOURN THE MAN'S DEATH!

 

Psalms 2 begins with;

I. A QUESTION. (verses 1-6)

"Why do the heathen rage?"

 

1. It is almost as if God is up in heaven
mulling things over in His mind and asking,

"Why do people get so angry?"

"Why do people turn against the ones they love?"

 

Remember, this is exactly what is happeing as David is writing
these words. HIs own son is leading a rebellion against him!

 

People are some of the most cruel beings on the face of this
earth!

 I remember reading the book called "Peace Child", written
by a missionary in Papua, New Genea. Don Richardson, the missionary
describes in this book how the tribe that he went to witness to
were cannibals.

 

 But worse than just cannibalism, This tribe enjoyed the
sport of the kill of other human beings as much as the kill
itself.

 They enjoyed befriending a person, and over a period of
weeks and maybe even months, earning his trust.

 

 And then, just when they thought they were safe with this
friend, they would kill them and eat them.

 

 Like Judas Escariot who lived and walked with Jesus for
over 3 years before he finally betrayed him.

  THOSE WHO HURT US THE MOST, AND THOSE WE HURT THE MOST,
ARE THE ONES WE ARE SUPPOSED TO LOVE, AND WHO TRUST US THE
MOST!

 

It is as if the Lord is mulling that over and asking Himself WHY
IS THAT?

 

Not only do we pour out our rage on those we love on earth. BUT
MOST PEOPLE POUR OUT RAGE UPON THE VERY GOD WHO LOVED THEM ENOUGH
TO SEND CHRIST TO SAVE THEM.

 

 Why do people have such rage?

 

And, if you will allow me, I think there are at least three
reasons found right here in this Psalm;

 

1. We have such rage;

BECAUSE OF WRONG THOUGHTS!

 Now, I know this was true of David's son Absalom. Absalom
was a young man whose life had been filled with bitterness and
anger towards another brother.

 Absalom's half brother had raped his full sister, and left
her in disgrace.

 Absalom did not kill Amnon his brother out of anger right
away. The Bible says that he waited two full years, plotting and
conspiring before he arranged for Amnon to be murdered!

 

 This is a man who knew how to hold a grudge! He knew how
to hold on to a wicked thought for a long period of time and work
it over and over in his mind! Until he finally made it come to
pass!

 

 You know what one of the cheif accusations God had against
the people before the Flood was?

 

 The imaginations of their heart are only evil
continually.

 

They thought about the wrong things.

 

Proverbs says that "as a man thinketh in his heart, so is
he."

 

NO wonder the Bible tells us;

2 Cor 10:5

Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;
(KJV)

 

 Wrong thoughts come to us so easily these days because
there are so many sources of wrong thoughts!

 

Radio, Television, Periodicals, Books, and even some of our
friends help us to come up with the wrong kinds of things to think
about!

 

Sometimes its not those kinds of things at all, but we meditate
upon some bad thing that happend to us. something we are worried
about. or some small disagreement.

 

 And as we spend time thinking about it, IT BEGINS TO
FESTER AND GROW AND BUILD THE RAGE WITHIN US!

 

Why do the heathen rage? Sometimes it is because  they
think the wrong thoughts!

 

Why do we have such rage

2. SOMETIMES BECAUSE WE TAKE THE WRONG
STANDS.

"The kings of the earth set themselves… "

 

It is talking about a battle stand and in this case, a battle
stand against the wrong enemy!

 

Absalom would be the king in particular, AS HE IS TAKING A STAND
AGAINST HIS OWN FATHER!

 

David was by no means a perfect person, and he was a worse
father.

 He had done some things that probably cause Absalom's
anger and rage.

 

 But absalom was going about things the wrong way!

 

Despite what his father had done, the Bible still told him to
honor his father and mother that his days would be long upon the
earth!

 

 Absalom attacked his father, AND HIS LIFE WAS CUT
SHORT!

 

There are times when we grow angry because we are standing for
the wrong things, OR ELSE WE ARE STANDING FOR THE RIGHT THINGS THE
WRONG WAY!

 

 There have been two shootings now of oerators of abortion
clinics by people who are pro life. Now I am as pro-life as I can
possibly be!

 I believe that abortion is murder and that it is an
abomination before God.

 I believe our country faces the divine hnd of God because
we have legalized abortion.

 

But the pro-life protesters are going about fighting abortion
THE WRONG WAY!

 

 They are using a physical tactic against a spiritual
enemy, and it doesn't work, SO THEY GET FRUSTRATED AND ANGRY!

 

 A lot of the time, we are filled with rage because we are
standing for something that is not right, or else we are taking our
stand the wrong way! When it doesn't work, we become frustrated and
angry!

 

Why are we so filled with rage?

3. BECAUSE WE USE WRONG COUNSEL.

"the rulers take counsel together against the Lord…
"

We saw last week as we began this series that Psalms 1 says;

"Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the
ungodly… "

 

Certainly there are some who set themselves up as counsellors,
and lead people astray.

 

 But this passage talks specifically about taking counsel
TOGETHER.

 

 Wrong counsel can not only come from an ungodly
counsellor, BUT FROM ONE WHO IS NOT REALLY EQUIPPED TO GIVE THE
COUNSEL!

 

When Absalom first began his conspiracy against David his
father, he would go to the front steps of his father's throne and
call those who were going to see the king to himself.

 

He would ask them why they were going to see the king, and then
he would say, "If I were your king! If I were in charge of this
problem, this is what I would do!"

 

 The people got to thinking, "Yea, I like his solution!"
So, when Absalom called together an army, many people remembered
his counsel and followed him!

 

 PROBLEM WAS, THEY HAD NO BUSINESS SEEKING COUNSEL FROM
ABSALOM AT ALL! And much of the problems they had to encounter
afterwards WAS BECAUSE THEY TOOK COUNSEL TOGETHER, Instead of with
the rightful authority!

 

 And it was counsel against the Lord. Let me tell you this,
If you take counsel together, and have to keep it secret from the
proper authorities, I GUARANTEE YOU THAT IT IS AGAINST THE LORD
TOO!

 

Notice what God says is the result of such rage…

verse 4-5

1. God laughs at them! The foolishness of man is laughable to
God!

2. God puts them in derision and confusion.

3. God is sorely displeased with them!

 

Now there is a delimma here. God sees the rage that these people
are in, and he is displeased with it, so He begins to bring about a
solution to the rage.

 

So in verses 6-8 we read about;

II. AN INTRODUCTION.

  In order to calm the rage, and to rebuild a right
relationship with these people,

GOD INTRODUCES THE MESSIAH! We know Him as Jesus Christ.

 

 No matter what kind of rage we experiance, and no matter
who that rage is focused against, JESUS CHRIST IS THE ONE WHO CAN
RESTORE OUR PEACE!

 

More about that in the last heading of the message right here
notice what God says about this One who brings the peace.

1. HIS PERSON (verse 7).

He is the Son of God!

Christ's Ability to bring peace in our lives comes directly from
the person who he is. He is not part God, He is not a god. HE IS
GOD THE SON!

 

Look also at

2.His Position verse 6

He is An annointed King! A sovereign and Monarch.

Those that rebel against Him are rebelling against the wisdom of
the ages, And the supreme Power.

 

And then note

3. His Possession verse 8

All things belong to Christ!

 

And lastly here

4. His Power verse 9

Christ has all the power He needs to deal with those that are in
a rage!

 

God sent Jesus Christ to calm the rage in man, and to bring us
to a peaceful relationship with Him, and with each other!

 

So let's notice

III. THE SOLUTION.

verses 10-12

 Our rage is found in direct opposition to the causes of
our rage.

1. Right thoughts verse 10

Be wise! Think about the right things!

Phil 4:6-9 is a passage dedicated to right thinking and how it
can give us the peace of God!

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
God.

And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus.

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise,
think on these things.

Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and
heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be
with you. (KJV)

 

The first solution to the rage and anger we have IS TO CONTROL
OUR THOUGHTS AND TO MAKE SURE WE THINK ABOUT THE RIGHT THINGS!

 

There is is difference between intelligence and wisdom.
Intelligence is knowing facts and information.

 

WISDOM IS PUTTING THAT INFORMATION TO WORK IN OUR LIVES!

 

 A lot of people know that they ought to think about right
thoughts

 IT IS ONE THING TO KNOW WE SHOULD, AND IT IS ANOTHER
MATTER TO ACTUALLY DO IT!

 

 If we want to control our rage, THINK RIGHT THOUGHTS! Then
the peace of God will keep our hearts and minds in Jesus
Christ!

 

2. Take the Right Stands (verse 11.)

Serve God, and do it with fear!

 

Even a Christian ought to have a good healthy fear of God! A
fear that helps him to be motivated to obey the Lord!

 

A fear that trembles at the thought of disobeying the Lord.

 

A fear that dreads not pleasing the Lord!

 

A person who has a healthy relationship with God has no trouble
balancing fearing God with being at peace with God!

 

My children and I have a wonderful relationship! They know they
can come to me at any time. I am open to them, they can ask any
kinds of questions. We are comfortable being around each other.

 

 And yet, they know that if they disobey, Dad is quick to
correct them! And still love them!

 

That is exactly the kind of relationship that I have with God!
God has accepted us in Christ. He sees only Christ when he sees us
so far as our relationship with Him is concerned.

 

I can be comfortable enough in the relationship I have with God
that I can step out and attempt great things for Him knowing that
He will not tear me apart if I fail!

 

At the same time. I fear God enough that I do not want to
purposefully disobey Him in any fashion!

 

So I am going to serve God, and I am going to try to do it with
fear and trembling! Desiring to please Him rather than
people!   

 

And, let me tell you, when you are standing for what is right…
YOU DON'T HAVE TO GET ANGRY!

 

Because it is God who takes care of the enemies, no us!

 

3. RIGHT COUNSEL (verse 12)

He says, "kiss the son… " MAKE PEACE WITH CHRIST!

 

If you want to have peace in your life and stop the rage…

 

MAKE SURE YOU HAVE THINGS RIGHT WITH CHRIST!

 

1. If you aren't saved GET SAVED RIGHT NOW!

 

Christ offers salvation to any and all who will come to him!

 

2. If, as a Christian, you still rage inside…

YOU NEED TO MAKE PEACE WITH CHRIST!

You need to let Jesus have your life, you mind will and
emotions.

 

 You need to give up trying to be a good Christian, AND
JUST LET CHRIST TAKE OVER IN YOU!

 

Matt 11:28-29

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
(KJV)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 










Chapter 3 In
Distresses





Psalms 4;1-8

 

   This Psalm is figured to be written by David as he
was fleeing Absalom his son.

 

 We are told a few things about this Psalm in the title,
that it was written by David, that it was written to the chief
musician (song leader, they even had them way back then!) and that
it was written to be played on Neginoth.

 

 Neginoth is presumed to be a stringed instrument of some
sort, of what sort we know not. If you were to ask those who are
acquainted with music they will tell you that music has to be
written for the type of instrument it will be played on.

 

 

 One of the most well known stories about music written for
a specific instrument is about the Christmas Song "Silent Night." A
church in Germany discovered just before Christmas that mice had
chewed holes in the bellows of their organ and rendered it
inoperative. Not to be without music, someone sat down with a
guitar and wrote "Silent Night" especially to be played on that
instrument!

 

 Again, picture the King of Israel as he runs from and
hides from his own son, who has plotted to take the kingdom from
him, and presumably to kill his own father!

 

 If anyone could say he was in a time of distress, David
surely could have said it about then!

 

I have divided the Psalm into three sections;

 

Notice first

I.  A WORD OF ASSURANCE. (verse 1-3)

"Thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress."

 

The word enlarge is pretty self explanatory.

It means to open up or to broaden.

 

David says, God, when I am in distress, You broaden my
experiences.

 

 God when I am in distress, You use those distresses for my
betterment.

 

 The companion verse for this in Romans 8:28

"We know that all things work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose."

 

I do not suppose there is any verse in the Bible that has meant
as much to Christian people as Romans 8:28!

 

 I worked as a co-pastor in with a man whose life was
changed because of a distress and Romans 8:28.

 

 Neither he nor his wife were saved at the time this all
came about. They met each other while attending the University in
Greeley. Both of them were political majors.

 

 After college, they both took off on a political career.
He became the public relations manager for the County Sheriff. His
wife was respected as the most promising Female Republican in the
entire state.

 

 They hob-knobbed with the big and famous in politics until
it came time for the reelection of the Sheriff. The Sheriff's
opponent was looking for dirt to use to discredit the Sheriff and
through his snooping had discovered that The man I worked with had,
while in college and just after, embezzled something like $20,000
from his employer.

 

  Remember, this had taken place a few years previous to
the investigation by the Sheriff's opponent. This guy had been
caught by his employer, What he had done was to take a few dollars
here, and another few there. But over the course of several years
that he had worked at this place, it amounted to a bunch of
money.

 

 He paid his employer back, and the boss had not notified
the authorities or pressed any charges, but the statute of
limitations had not expired, and the Sheriff's political opponent,
FORCED THE SHERIFF TO PRESS CHARGES.

 

 All of a sudden this promising young politician's picture
was on the front page of the paper as he was being handcuffed and
taken to jail by the very same Sheriff he was representing in the
political campaign.

 

 His wife's parents were outraged, and her political
friends, who were interested in her career told her that she had
better divorce him or she would be out of politics for ever.

 

 There was one judge, however, who was a friend of theirs,
and who was a Christian.

 

 While he was in jail, The judge an his wife went over and
witnessed to his wife who received Christ as Saviour. The verse
they showed her was Romans 8:28.

 When her husband was released from jail, all she could
talk to him about was how Christ had changed her life and she kept
repeating to Him over and over Romans 8:28.

 

 Finally, late into the night, I believe I remember that
his wife had even fallen asleep, he was awake meditating on Romans
8:28, until he crawled out of the bed, knelt down there, and gave
his life to Jesus Christ.

 

God took a distressing situation in their lives and made it work
for GOOD!

 

 Now. that is exactly the point of Psalms 4:1

God builds us, makes us more godly, refines our Christian
character through the distresses we face.

 

Dr. Jack Hyles tells the story of kneeling in prayer with a
young preacher who was going through some trials with the church he
was a pastor of! People were backbiting against him, problems
seemed like they were overwhelming him.

 

As the young preacher began to pray, he asked God, "Please,
remove these trials!"

 

But, when it came Dr. Hyles' turn to pray, he prayed, "Lord,
don't remove the trials, use them to make this Pastor a stronger
servant of God! Don't remove the weights he is carrying, just make
him strong enough to carry more!"

 

 David was saying, "Yes, I am in distress, but God is using
it to make me a much better man of God than I have been
before!"

 

Drop down to verse 4 and notice

II. A WORD OF ADVICE

A. "Stand in Awe and sin not… "

 

 Some say that this verse's counterpart in the New
Testament is;

 

Be ye angry and sin not… Ephesians 4:26

 

While I have a difficult time getting that out of Psalms 4:4, I
think it would do well to mention it a little right here…

 

There is a way to be angry without sin!

 

 1 MAKE SURE THAT YOU ARE ANGRY ABOUT THE RIGHT
THINGS!

 

Jesus was angry when he overturned the money changers tables in
the temple and drove them out!

 

 2. MAKE SURE THE SUN DOES NOT GO DOWN ON YOUR
WRATH.

 

 Get things right so that you can go to bed with things
fixed as best as you can do!

 

 You can't always resolve a conflict before dark. BUT YOU
CAN ALWAYS GET OVER ANGER BEFORE DARK!

 

 An apology made sincerely is a must before the day is
through!

 

 3. MAKE SURE YOU ALLOW GOD TO DEAL WITH THE
INJUSTICE AND NOT YOURSELF!

 

 That is more in keeping with Psalm 4:4.

 

Stand in awe, and watch God at work!

 

The Lord said, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the
Lord!"

 

When ever we take it upon ourselves to strike back either
verbally or physically at somebody who has injured us, WE HAVE JUST
TAKEN FROM GOD WHAT IS RIGHTFULLY HIS, (vengeance)!

 

 It general, that means that God will not take vengeance on
them for us, cause we already did, AND WE ARE NOW IN THE DOG HOUSE
WITH GOD INSTEAD OF THE ONE WHO INJURED US!

 

 Don't sin, David says when you are in distress!

 

JUST STAND BACK, AND WATCH IN AWE AS GOD GOES TO WORK!

 

B.  He says commune with your own heart and be
still!

 

When you are in distress because someone has treated you
unfairly,  David says it is ok to  spend some time
thinking about it to yourself (although other passages would teach
us not to do it too long) BUT THEN BE STILL!

 

 Have you ever heard someone say something to the effect
that it is Just as bad to think evil as do evil?

 

That is not true according to this verse!

 

This verse says, even if you do think it, DON'T DO IT!

 

One of the best pieces of Biblical advice we could ever receive
during those times of distress is found in verse 5

C. OFFER THE SACRIFICES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND PUT YOUR
TRUST IN GOD!

 I doubt that there is better counsel than that during
those times of trials and distress of any kind;

 

1. Offer sacrifices of
righteousness.

  Live for God! do right, attend church, teach a Sunday
School Class, work on the Church bus. Help Brother Rod clean the
church, volunteer to come and mow the lawns.

 

 WHATEVER! DURING THOSE TIMES OF DISTRESS, DON'T GO OFF ON
YOUR OWN AND FORGET TO SERVE GOD!

 

 It is tempting during such trials to say something like, I
am going to lay off of serving the Lord until things get settled
down, then I will start serving again.

 

THERE IS NO MORE IMPORTANT TIME TO BE FAITHFUL TO SERVING THE
LORD THAN WHEN YOU ARE IN THE FIRE!

 

2. And Put your trust in the Lord.

No matter what the distress, put your trust in the Lord!

 

 Don't try to take matters into your own hands, don't see
if you can't get back at those that are causing the distress.

 

 PUT YOUR TRUST IN GOD! GET CLOSE TO HIM!

 

SERVE HIM!

 

OBEY HIM!

 

And trust Him to make all things work together for good!

 

Finally notice

III. THE WORD OF ANSWER.

verse 7-8

 

David ends this Psalm, still under the conditions which caused
his distress, but look at the wonderful condition he was in,
despite the conditions he was under!

 

1. THOU HAST PUT GLADNESS IN MY HEART!

 A.   No
matter how bad things may look on the outside, a person with the
right relationship with the Lord can have gladness in his
heart!

 

 And, by the way, GLADNESS IN THE HEART WILL MANIFEST
ITSELF AS GLADNESS ON THE OUTSIDE!

 

 I doubt that it is at all possible to have gladness in the
heart, and a scowl on the face!

 

B. This gladness he says
was even more than when the corn and wine
increased.

 David says here that he has more joy even in this
distressing situation than when they saw a bumper crop and
everything was the best he thought it could be!

 

 I think there is a reason why David felt like he could be
more glad now,

BECAUSE, according to verse 1, HE HAD GROWN AS A BELIEVER
THROUGH THIS DISTRESSING SITUATION! 

 

 I can recall times of real distress in my life as a
believer that turned out, as I look back at them to be some of the
sweetest times of fellowship with the Lord!

 Sometimes when things get to going too well, our
relationship with the Lord takes a back seat to all the good things
we are involved in, and pretty soon, WE CAN'T HARDLY REMEMBER HOW
SWEET IT IS TO BE REALLY CLOSE TO GOD!

 

 In fact, there are some Christians WHO NEVER KNOW THE TRUE
JOY OF CHRISTIANITY BECAUSE THEY NEVER TAKE THE TIME TO GET REALLY
CLOSE TO GOD!

 

 They may know all the doctrines, and come to all the
services, but they are not really close to the Lord!

 

 David said to the Lord, "Thou hast put gladness in my
heart… "

 

Secondly,

2.  David said, "I will both lay
me down in peace, and sleep."

 

 I read a story where D.L. Moody had preached a message he
called "The Gospel Train." He used as his text.

Ps 56:3

What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.  
(KJV)

 

 Charles Spurgeon heard the message and said said, Moody is
advising people to travel 3rd Class!

 

 1st Class is Isaiah 12:2;

"I will trust, and not be afraid!"

 

 I read that and thought I would throw in my two cents
worth and said,

"Yes, but Private Couch is Psalm 4:8

I will both lay me down in peace and sleep, for thou Lord, only
makest me to dwell in safety."

 

My next statement can be taken wrong, so be careful, but

 

IF YOU CAN'T SLEEP AT NIGHT FOR WORRY, YOU ARE NOT RIGHT WITH
GOD!

 

Here is where the care comes in, THERE ARE TIMES WHEN GOD KEEPS
US AWAKE TO PRAY!

 

 But if you are awake because you are worried about
something, YOU ARE NOT TRUSTING GOD AS YOU NEED TO!

 

 David said, Even though his own son was leading a
rebellion against him.

 He had been run out of Jerusalem, because Absalom was able
to lead enough of David's followers away to make a sizable force
against him. so no only was his son in rebellion, so were a good
number of his people.

 On top of that, he had had to leave several servants and
concubines in his home in Jerusalem, and perhaps he had already
heard that Absalom had abused them.

 And there was the fear that Absalom might die in the
rebellion, something that David did not want even though he was
rebelling against him.

 

IF ANYONE HAD ENOUGH WORRIES TO KEEP HIM AWAKE AT NIGHT, IT WAS
DAVID,

 

 Yet he said, I will lay down in peace, and I will sleep,
because I trust God to make me dwell in safety!

 

 He believed that God would make sure that things worked
out!

 

How do you handle those times when you are in distress?

 

David here helps us handle distress in a more godly manner

 

1. By assuring us that all things will work together for
good.

 

2. By Advising us, to stand still and let God take care of our
trials his way, not ours.

 

3. And by Answering  us that God will make us both glad,
and give us good rest if we will simply trust Him even during those
distressing times of life!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 










Chapter 4
What Is Man?


Psalms 8:1-9

  The Psalm we have before us is considered a Messianic
Psalm because it is referred to three times in the New Testament as
relating to the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

 The story is that David wrote this Psalm perhaps during a
time of prosperity in his kingdom. He was meditating on the
goodness of God to him, looking up into the stars and began to
write these words.

 

 They also say that the Jews used this Psalm as an antidote
for pride. During those times of success and prosperity in their
lives, they would sing this Psalm to remind themselves of who they
really were before God!

 

 Pride is the greatest sin of them all! We rank sins
usually by putting something like murder as the worst of all sins.
That is not true!

 

Pride is the worst of all sins!

 

It was the sin of pride that caused Lucifer to lift himself up
and thus to be cast out of heaven by God!

 

 Pride is the sin that really led Adam and Eve down the
road that led out of the Garden.

 They saw that the tree was one to make them wise. They
wanted to be as gods.

 

 Pride causes more hurt and damage in this world than any
other single sin, and in fact is the root of most sins!

 

 Pride says ME FIRST! I want to be treated as a god. I want
to control myself and my world as a god.

 

 Pride says I am the most important creature alive!

 

Pride causes us to take glory and credit for the good things
that happen in our lives, and to blame others for all of the bad
things that happen in our lives!

 

Pride is the most vicious of all the sins!

 

Psalm 8 is an antidote for Pride! Taken regularly and with
sincerity, it can combat the effects of pride in our lives!

 

It is not a vaccine that can keep us from getting Pride again,
because the seeds of pride are so deeply rooted within us that we
won't ever be thoroughly rid of this dread disease until at last we
are in heaven.

 But this Psalm can help us to deal with pride when it
springs up, and it can keep it at bay when used as a
preventative!

 

In verse 3 David says; "When I consider…
"

 

I want to suggest to you three things to consider in order to
combat the sin of Pride:

 

I. CONSIDER THE EXCELLENCY OF THE LORD!

The verse says "How excellent is thy
name..."

It is generally believed that whenever the name of God is
brought up like this, IT SPEAKS OF JESUS CHRIST!

 

Phil 2:9

9         
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name: (KJV)

 

But whether we think about God the Father, God the son, or God
the Holy Ghost, Considering the excellencies of God is a humbling
exercise!

 

One commentator described this passage this way;

 

God is the actor, preparing his platform.

 

The earth is the platform, but it is not big enough to hold the
greatness of God, so the stage is set in the heavens.

 

However, the heavens are not big enough either to hold all that
God is;

 

SO HE HAS SET HIS GLORY ABOVE THE HEAVENS!

 

Everywhere we look, we see the glory of God!

 

We see it in his creation!

We see it in his work with us.

We see it in that he uses "babes and sucklings" to still His
enemy.

And we see it in that he has sent Jesus to be our Saviour.

 

The phrase Babes and sucklings, probably doesn't mean little
children here.

 

The title to the Psalm says that it was to be played on the
Gittith.

 

Those that I read after for this message say that the Gittith
was an instrument created in Gath by the Gittites.

 CARE TO HAZARD A GUESS WHO WAS A GITTITE?

 

2 Sam 21:19


19          
And there was again a battle in Gob with the Philistines, where
Elhanan the son of Ja'are-oregim, a Bethlehemite, slew the brother
of Goliath the Gittite, the staff of whose spear was like a
weaver's beam. (KJV)

 

David may easily have been saying, God you used a mere baby to
whip that giant Goliath!

 

 One of the amazing things about God is how He uses the
most humble of things to accomplish His purpose!

 

When Jesus Came to the earth, He did not come in richness and
beauty. He came into a poor carpenter family, from the wrong side
of the tracks, a place called Nazareth.

 

 Jesus accomplished all that He did without the use of an
heavenly store of resources other than giving people whop followed
Him. He had no home of His own, but slept where those that followed
Him arranged.

 When He took the passover, He did so in a borrowed
room.

 And when He rode into Jerusalem in the Triumphal entry, Hi
did so on a borrowed colt.

 

 God very seldom takes the rich of this world and makes
them His servants.

 Instead, He takes the lowly of this world, AND MAKES THEM
RICH IN HIS SERVICE!

 

 It is one of the excellencies of the Lord that HIS WORK
CAN NOT BE EXPLAINED!

 

 You check it out! Those churches that have degraded the
ministry and the things of God to the explainable are not thriving
today!

 

 But those churches that still believe God does miracles,
that press people to live by faith and that stand for truth despite
the opposition ARE GROWING THRIVING WORKS OF GOD!

 

 Why? God strengthens the babes and sucklings of this world
to accomplish His work!

 

 Paul said "For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing
to glory of… ."

 

 No wonder he couldn't glory in that, GOD CALLS THE WEAK,
and FOOLISH, AND BASE THINGS OF THIS WORLD TO DO HIS WORK! 1 Cor
1:27-28

 

 The very fact that a man is called into the ministry tells
us that God thinks of them as weak and FOOLISH AND BASE!

 

When we need a little dose of anti-pride medicine, consider the
excellency of God!

 

Secondly;

II. CONSIDER THE LOWLINESS OF MAN!

Look at verse 4

"What is man that thou art mindful of him?"

 

That is a good question!

 

I want to show you what the Bible says man is. Now, we could go
to Romans 3 which has the "coroner's
office" of the Bible.

 

 An autopsy has been preformed on those who are dead in
trespasses and sin and the report is not good!

 

 But I'll let you look there later on your own!

 

Throughout the Bible, man is  compared to several other
life forms

For instance;

He is compared to;

1. An adder for His venom

Ps 140:3


3             
They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adders' poison is
under their lips. Selah. (KJV)

 You know as well as I do that we are as dangerous with our
mouth's as with any weapon we have!

 

Even the quietest, most meek mouthed person knows how to use
their tongues and lips to the hurt of another person!

 

2. A bear for his cruelty.

Dan 7:5

And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it
raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of
it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise,
devour much flesh. (KJV)

 

   This passage is talking about a nation of people
that will still come in the future of the earth that are
indescribably cruel to other people!

 

 The atrocities that man is capable of committing to
another man IS BEYOND ME!

 

 The things that the Germans did to the Jews during

World War II.

 

 The things that the Japanese did to their prisoners of
War.

 

 The things that the Communists have done to
Christians.

 

 The things that the Palestinians have done as
terrorists; 

 

 It is unbelievable how cruel man can be to his
fellow man!

 

 3. A fox for his trickery.

Luke 13:32

And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I
cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to morrow, and the third
day I shall be perfected. (KJV)

 

With the Police department this passed week, someone asked the
officer, why it was that whenever a drug raid is done, so little
drugs are actually confiscated.

 

 The answer came back THAT THE DRUG DEALERS ARE VERY TRICKY
ABOUT HIDING THEIR DRUGS!

 

 I do not know the percentages, but I know that the IRS
does not expect to ever get 100% compliance to the tax laws. PEOPLE
ARE JUST TO SNEAKY TO HOPE TO HAVE EVERYBODY OBEY THE LAW!

 

Man is tricky and sneaky and dishonest!

 

4. A donkey for its stubbornness.

Job 11:12

 For vain man would be wise, though man be born
like a wild ass's colt. (KJV)

 

 I know do not have to illustrate to you that we are
stubborn! Just watch a young child! Stubbornness is bound in the
heart of a child Proverbs says

 

(but the rod of correction will drive it far from them!)

 

5. A worn for his destructiveness

Joel 2:25

And I will restore to you the years that the locust
hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the
palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you.
(KJV)

 

With all of this said against us, it might be easy for us to get
down in the dumps about ourselves.

 

 The good news is, that when we humble ourselves and admit
how low we are, GOD IS RIGHT THERE TO LIFT US UP!

 

So, in the dose of medicine for pride

III. CONSIDER THE CONDESCENSION OF GOD!

All that word condescension means is that even though we are not
worthy, God comes down to meet with the humble!

 

Three things are mentioned in this Psalm in this area;

1. GOD IS MINDFUL OF US

 David says, "what is man that thou art mindful of
him."

 

The answer is NOT MUCH, but God is mindful of us anyway!

 

God loves us.

God cares for us.

God is interested in us!

 

You know, nothing we do ever goes unnoticed by God!

 

A. Amos 9:8

Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are upon the sinful
kingdom, and I will destroy it from off the face of the earth;
saving that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, saith
the LORD.   (KJV)

 

This tells me that God is mindful of the things that the sinful
are doing!

 

Sometimes we get the impression that God is letting the unsaved
do as they very well please. NOT SO!

 

 God is keeping account! No sin is going unnoticed, And the
only way to have it forgotten, is to have it forgiven in Jesus
Christ!

 

B. 1 Pet 3:12

For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and
his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is
against them that do evil. (KJV)

 

God is also mindful of the righteous! And he is keeping an
account that way too! No righteous deed will go unrewarded. The
Bible says that God will be a debtor to no man!

(Proverbs 19:17)

 

C. Prov 5:21

For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, and
he pondereth all his goings. (KJV)

 

God ponders, God is mindful of all that we say do and go! He
knows every action every thought!

 

 Nothing goes unnoticed, no prayer goes unheard.

 

God is mindful of man!

 

2. GOD VISITS MAN.

verse 4

 

God has visited man in several ways;

 

He visited with Adam and Eve in the Garden;

 

He visited with the Prophets through dreams and visions.

 

He has visited with some through what we call Theophanies (God
coming in a form that people saw as a man) Moses, Joshua, Gideon to
name a few.

 

He visits with us through the Word of God. Which He has taken
great pains to get to us!

 

But the most humbling visit god has made with us IS THROUGH
JESUS CHRIST!

 

When we think of all the negative things that the Bible says
abut us, (and we know they are all true)

 

 It is a wonderful and amazing thing to consider that God
would still visit us with the person of His only begotten Son!

 

Finally,

3. GOD ENTRUSTS US

Throughout this Psalm we see that God has entrusted us with
certain things, and that despite all the sinful and negative things
that are true of us!

 

a. He has crowned us with glory and honor.

 Verse 5

It is true that we are made a little lower than the angels. BUT
DID YOU REALIZE THAT THE BIBLE SAYS ONE DAY WE WILL JUDGE
ANGELS?

 

God has offered to man the opportunity to partake in all that
belongs to Jesus Christ. To be joint heirs, AND JOINT RULERS IN HIS
KINGDOM!

 

 The Bible says he has made those of us who are saved to be
Priests and Kings!

 

b. He has given us dominion over the things that God has
made.

verse 6

 That flies in the face of the environmentalists! God has
God has put all these things under our feet!

 

 That means we have control of them! They are here for us
and not us for them!

 

Whether we are talking about those things on the dry land, in
the skies, or under the seas,

 

They are given to us for our purpose, profit, and pleasure!

 

That is humbling because you know that God knew we would abuse
it all!

 

 And yet, He still put it under our feet!

 

c. God uses us to still His enemy

verse 2

 

God could have chosen so many better ways to win souls and do
battle with Satan than us!

 

I am getting ready to preach a message on memorial day I am
going to entitle;

"ALL MY HEROES ARE DEAD!"

 

The gist of the message is going to be that the reason why the
best heroes are dead heroes, IS BECAUSE A DEAD ONE CAN'T FALL INTO
SIN ANY MORE!

 

Man, we are always falling into sin!

 

And just about the time you really get to thinking that a man
can be trusted, HE WILL DO SOME REALLY UNGODLY THING AND BLOW IT
ALL!

 

God could have done so much better if He had chosen to take a
person to heaven the very minute he gets saved,

 

He could have made the rocks cry out!

 

or have created a special angel just to witness to the lost,

 

and not have had to deal with our failings!

 

But he chose to use us. Weak and foolish and sinful as we may
be, GOD CHOSE TO USE US!

 

Isn't that an humbling thought, and at the same time, and
exhilarating one?

 

GOD WANTS TO USE YOU AND ME! JUST AS WE ARE!

 

Yes, He wants to conform us into the image of Christ that we
might honor Him more.

 BUT HE IS WILLING TO TAKE US RIGHT WHERE WE ARE AND PUT US
TO WORK,

 

 ENTRUSTING TO US, THE VERY SOULS
OF THE MEN AND WOMEN AND CHILDREN AROUND
US!

 

When we consider the excellency of the Lord

the lowliness of man, and

The condescension of God

 

How can we allow ourselves to be lifted up in pride?

 

When we consider these things how can we do anything else but
humbly fall down before the Lord and say

 

O Lord our Lord, how excellent is Thy Name in all the earth!
verse 9

 










Chapter 5
Rebuilding The Foundations





Psalms 11:1-7

 Psalms 11 is attributed to David and is said to have been
written while he was a young man serving in the court of King
Saul.

 Saul was not God's choice for a king, but man's, and
because of that, was a very poor king.

 

 God had chosen and had anointed David as King while he was
still a very young man, and had put him in the king's court to
serve Saul. David's character and leadership abilities began to
come out, especially after he had killed Goliath the Giant.

 

 And Saul began to be jealous of David, attempting to kill
him several times. And mounting a campaign to have him captured and
killed that lasted around 14 years!

 

 Saul was jealous of David because he knew he was chosen by
man and not God.

 You see, people are fickle creatures. They had chosen Saul
because he was head and shoulders above the rest. They thought that
because he was tall, he would be brave in battle.

 When he, the tallest man in the army of Israel would not
fight Goliath, but a young boy did and killed Goliath IT PUTS THE
KING'S JOB ON A PRECARIOUS LEDGE!

 

 David, who had been anointed King by God through the
profit Samuel, on the other hand, did not have to fear his
position. It had been given to him by God and God would make the
way clear for him to rule Israel IN GOD'S TIME!

 

 Now, here is the setting of the Psalm. David is serving in
the court of Saul. It is apparent that Saul is jealous maybe he has
already thrown the javelin at David at least once.

 

 And David has friends who are advising him to "Flee as a
bird to your mountain" Notice it is his mountain they are
encouraging him to run to and not God's!

 They were encouraging him to take matters into his own
hands.

 To work out his own salvation in this matter with
Saul!

 

 It is a credit to the people who followed King
David through those years of turmoil as Saul tried repeatedly to
kill him, that, even though they did not understand why David did
some of the things he did, they still followed him
loyally.

 

 They had opportunities to kill Saul, asked to take the
opportunity, and David would not let them! That must have been
frustrating to them!

 

 All they would have had to do is to kill Saul and their
worries would be over! Remember, being followers of David, Saul was
after their lives as much as David's.

 

 And yet, even though they did not understand why their
leader did as he did, THEY STILL FOLLOWED HIM!

 

 I wonder if that would be true of many
Christians today? These days, some people
change churches about as often as they change light
bulbs!

 

 We had a couple attend our church several years ago for
about two years. They never did join, and they told me repeatedly
that they had always gone to a church for a few years, but sooner
or later something would happen and they would move on. They told
it to me time after time! I do not know why I did not listen to
them.

 Bohannan was just a baby back then, and we got to thinking
of this couple kind of as Grandparents for the kids. We would go
there almost every week for dinner. They invited people to come to
church and seemed like they liked our church very well.

 One day, after dinner, as we were saying goodbye, they
said, (with a smile on their face as if it should not bother us)
"We won't see you this Sunday, we are going to start going to a
different church! something happened to make us upset and we won't
be back!"

 

 They did not have the character that David's men had! They
stuck with David and obeyed and followed him even if they didn't
understand why he did what he did!

 

The key verse for this Psalm is vs. 3, "If the foundations be
destroyed, what can the righteous do?"

 I want to spin the message around that verse and note
first

 

I. THE FOUNDATIONAL STATEMENT

 "In the Lord put I my trust" Verse 1

 

This is a verse about faith! It is the foundation of all that is
Christian.

 

 When things are going very well, "In the Lord put I my
trust"

 

 When things are not going so well, "In the Lord put I my
trust"

 

 The Christian life is supposed to be a life built around
trusting the Lord.

 

 1.  We are to trust the Lord for
salvation!

 There is not salvation outside of trusting God for it! We
can't work it out for ourselves.

 It is something that God and God alone can do for us.

 

 It is something that He is more than willing to do for us
too!

I hurt for those people who are living life struggling with
whether or not God will take them to heaven!

 

 God is not willing that any should perish but that All
would come to repentance.

 God would have all men to be saved.

 

 And God has provided the best of plans for our salvation!
Jesus Christ, died for our sins on the Cross and offers to all who
will accept it of Him, the free gift of eternal life!

 

2. We are supposed to trust God with our
sanctification.

 Which means we let Him live in us!

John 15:5 Jesus said, "I am the vine and ye are the
branches."

 

We are to trust Him to live through us. And when we do that, we
are so much happier people!

 

3. We trust God for our supply.

 Jesus taught His disciples to pray "Give us this day, our
daily bread."

 

 I'm of the firm opinion that the very best resource for
supply is God! And that we will be much more at peace in life when
we come to the place where we stop worrying about how to get
more,

 And trust God to supply exactly what we need when we need
it!

 

4. And we trust God for our security.

 Not only eternal security, which is the guarantee that we
will go to heaven,

 But earthly security from our enemies as well!

 

 David had enemies! Anyone who is a leader, especially for
God will have enemies!

 

 But rather than dealing with our enemies in our own power,
or fleeing from them so we don't serve God.

 

 We are to trust God!

 

David said,  "In the Lord put I my trust"

 

Secondly,

II. THE FOUNDATION'S DESTRUCTION

Verse 3

"If the foundation be destroyed, what will the righteous
do?"

 

 Our foundation of trusting god is about all we have of any
consequence. If we allow that to be destroyed, what are we going to
do?

 

 It reminds me of John 6, after so many had quit following
Jesus, He turned to his twelve disciples and asked,

 "Will ye also go away?"

 

Peter looked at Jesus and said

You have the words of eternal life, where else can we go?

 

 If you leave Christ, there is nothing left!

 

 If you destroy the foundation of trusting the Lord, there
is nothing left for you!

 

What will destroy  a believer's trust in God?

 

1. FRIENDS THAT POINT OUT THE PROBLEMS OF
LIFE!

That's what is happening in this Psalm! Some friend of David's
is pointing out how bad things are!

 

I'll tell you what! I don't like to be around people who are
always telling me why we can't trust God!

 

 It would be best if you marked those kinds of people too!
And had as little contact with them as possible!

 

 They try to destroy the foundation of trusting God!

 

2. Spending too much time focused in on the enemy's
attacks.

 The wicked bend their bow, make ready their arrow and
privily shoot at the upright in heart (verse 2)

 

  I have already pointed out that if you are right with God
you are going to have some enemies!

 

  The key to victory over the terror of our enemy, IS TO
KEEP OUR EYES UPON THE LORD and off of the enemies!

 

3. Fleeing to our own mountains

 In other words, taking things into our own hands! There is
nothing wrong with fleeing to God's mountain

 

Ps 143:9


               
Deliver me, O LORD, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me.
(KJV)

 

 As we follow God's instructions and leading! He sometimes
tells us to flee from our enemies, sometimes to stand and take the
medicine.

 

 But when we take things into our own hands, it destroys
our foundation of walking by faith and trusting God!

 

Let's note thirdly tonight;

III. THE BUILDING OF THE FOUNDATION.

verses 4-7

There are at least three things that David considered to restore
and rebuild the foundation of trusting the Lord;

 

1. GOD IS STILL ON THE THRONE

verse 4

  No matter what is happening in life, God is in his Holy
Temple, and His throne is still in heaven!

 

 He sees what is happening.

 He cares about what is happening, and

 He is in control!

 

 You spend time really meditating on that thought and it
can't help but build up your trust in the Lord!

 

2. Although the righteous are tried, the wicked are
hated!

Vs 5

 

 When God tries and chastens His own children it is always
for their good!

 

 It is impossible but that any trial God places the
righteous , the saved through won't be for their good!

 

 Count on it! If you are saved tonight, EVERY TRIAL YOU
EXPERIENCE WILL BE FOUND SOME DAY TO BE FOR YOUR BETTER!

 

 No one may be able to tell you today how it will work for
your good, BUT GOD IS STILL ON THE THRONE, AND HE TRIES HIS OWN TO
IMPROVE THEM!

 

 The same is not so with the wicked! They, unless they get
saved, can expect nothing but the wrath of the Lord to be upon
them!

 

 I can put my trust in the Lord more surely than ever when
I come to the place of believing that God will use the trials that
I go through for my own good!

 

3. God is righteous and Loves those that are
righteous!

 He may hate those that are wicked, but God loves the
righteous!

 

 I always think it is important we define who are the
righteous when we read passages like this.

 

 The common reaction would be to say that the righteous are
those that do good things and the wicked are those that do evil
things.

 

 That is not true!

 

 The righteous are those that have trusted God for
salvation, and the wicked are those who have not.

 

 The Bible says that Lot was a righteous man!

 

 Yet we know that in actions he was not!

 

This is a man who chose to live in Sodom and Gomorrah because of
the financial opportunities that were there.

 

This is a man who had to be drug out of town by the angels
before they destroyed the place because he was so attached to his
possessions there.

 

And this is the man that got drunk and was seduced by his
daughters not once, but twice!

 

His deeds were not righteous! But the Bible calls him "righteous
Lot" more than once in the New Testament!

 

 As far as having righteous deeds, the Pharisees were the
top of the hill! Their zeal for religion was known far and wide in
those days!

 

 I always like to mention that there was one particular
group of Pharisees that were called the "bruised and bleeding." The
reason was because the Bible teaches that it is not right to have
unclean thoughts about a woman. Men have a difficult time not
looking at a woman without at least being tempted to think unclean
thoughts, so the "Bruised and Bleeding" Pharisees had a law that
they would close their eyes whenever there was a woman around. They
would walk around with their eyes closed an awful lot and run into
walls and the they consequently, they were often bruised and
bleeding!

 

 And yet, for all of their outward righteousness, Jesus
said that except our righteousness exceed that of the Scribes and
Pharisees we shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven!

 

 There is only one way that can be done!

 

He hath made him to be sin for us who knew no sin that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him! 2 Cor 5:21

 

You see, the righteous person is the one who has placed saving
faith or trust in Jesus Christ!

 

 God gives to that person, not their own righteousness, BUT
THE VERY RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD!

 

 What a truth to build the foundation of trusting God, THE
FACT THAT GOD LOVES THOSE THAT PUT THEIR TRUST IN THE
LORD!  

 

"In the Lord put I my trust!"

 

If that foundation is destroyed, we as Christians have almost
nowhere to turn!

 

Can you can that you have put your trust in the Lord for every
area of your life?

 

Why not come tonight and determine before God that you will
place your trust in the Lord!

 

 That yu will stay clear of those things that tear down
that foundation of trust,

 

 And meditate upon those things that build up that
foundation?

 

In the Lord, put I my trust!

 










Chapter 6
The Words of the Lord


 

Psalms 12:1-8

 

 The Psalm that we have before us is thought to have been
written about the same time as Psalm 11. Therefore, it would have
been written while David was a young man serving in the court of
King Saul but also being attacked by the one he served.

 

 David begins the Psalm by saying;

 "Help Lord, for the godly man ceaseth!"

 

 I wonder how often you feel like the godly man
ceaseth!

 

 It seems to me that the longer I am a Christian, and the
more I learn about the differences between Christianity and
worldliness;

 THE FEWER GODLY MEN I BELIEVE THERE ARE!

 

  You hear Jerry Falwell and TBN tell about how many people
there are in this country that go to church, and believe in God and
the like, and it sounds like this country is on a national
revival.

 

 However, several recent statistics tell us that those who
are claiming to go to church, ARE EXAGGERATING how often!

 

 (I know people in this city who will claim me as there
pastor simply because I knocked on their door 8 years ago and they
liked me!)

 If you were to poll those people they would say they go to
church, BUT THEY HAVEN'T EVER BEEN ONCE SINCE I HAVE BEEN HERE!

 

 Besides that, just because a person goes to church does
not mean that they are godly!

 

 Godliness deals with

not only the actions we take, but

the attitude we have, and

the philosophy of life we possess.

 

 Godly people ARE IMITATORS OF GOD!

 

 And there are fewer and fewer people who imitate God in
action, attitude, and philosophy!

 

 When I read article in the paper like the one written by
Jim Davis last Friday night against Bro. Tanguay's pro creation
material.

 I prayed something very close to;

 "Help Lord, for the godly man ceaseth!"

 

 It is not that Davis disagrees with creation, he has that
right. THE PROBLEM IS, THAT HE IS SO ANGRY IN HIS DISAGREEMENT!

 

 It is as if, since he can't argue sensibly with the
Creation view, and he cannot stand to abide that there is a
creation view, HE HAS TO RESORT TO THE ONLY THING LEFT, which is to
lash out in anger!

 

 David is meditating upon the fact that godliness seems to
be on the decline and wickedness on the rise;

 

 And in that context, he comforts himself with the truth
that is found in verses 6-7

 

 "The words of the Lord are pure words; as silver tried
in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.

 Thou shalt keep them O Lord, thou shalt preserve them
from this generation forever."

 

 This is a tremendous passage of Scripture teaching the
infallibility of the Bible!

 

 And, by the way, WHEN THE WICKED SEEM TO RISE UP, and
righteousness seems to be in the minority,

 THE BEST COMFORT THAT THE RIGHTEOUS HAVE, IS THAT GOD'S
WORDS are STILL TRUE AND PURE!

 

 Notice that it says the Words of the Lord in this case,
and not the Word of the Lord.

 

 The multitude of Christians today have been taught that
God's Word is still accurate, but not His Words.

 

 They have been taught that the bible is pure enough that
we generally know what God intended for us to know.

 But that it is not pure enough that we can be sure that
ever single word is accurate!

 

 That is why we have so many versions of the Bible with so
many variances within those versions! The publisher of those
versions believe that we have the Word of God, but not the Words of
God, therefore they have the freedom to change words as they see
fit.

 

 The New International version has had several major
revisions done to it.

 The King James Version, on the other hand, has never been
changed in words or context. The revision that have been made were
all simply to standardize the spelling, and to use a printing font
that is easier for us to read.

 

 I believe with every thing that is within me, and would
fight before I compromised the conviction that the King James Bible
is the preserved Words of God!

 

 There are three things taught to us about the Scriptures
from Psalms 12 for us to consider tonight;

 

I. NOTICE THE PURITY OF THE BIBLE.

 God goes the extra mile here to express how pure the Bible
is. He not only says they are pure words.

 

 He says they are purified seven times, the number of
perfection!

 

 It is interesting, although not necessarily important that
the King James Version of the Bible is the seventh Translation of
the Scriptures.

 

 If you read in the front of the King James Bible, you will
see the words, "Translated out of the original tongues and with the
former translations diligently compared and revised by his
majesties special command.

 

 In order to understand why the King James is so important,
it is necessary to remember that the common people had been robbed
of the Bible for centuries by the Catholic church.

 The Catholic Hierarchy had claimed that the Bible was too
holy and spiritual a book to be allowed to be placed in the hands
of the common people.

 They had therefore insisted that the Bible be published
only in Latin, therefore necessitating that a person receive an
education (through the Catholic Seminaries) in order to be able to
read the Bible.

 For that matter, even the priests very seldom read the
Bible itself, having instead, the Catholic Canon, which was a book
of doctrines which were handed down from the Pope, and presumed to
have their basis in the Bible.

 They had further more made it a crime for the common
person to own a Bible. Since the Catholics were the dominant
religion of the world (Baptists existed but were  severely
persecuted, having never had the legal authority that the Catholics
had-the Catholic Pope was a higher world authority that the kings
on any country!) They were able to enforce their rules against the
Bible for several centuries!

 

 Then came the reformation which really involved several
Catholic trained priests who, having read the Bible for themselves,
saw that this was a book written for the common people to read, and
they set about to translate it into the common languages of the
people.

 

 Men like Tyndale, and Wycliffe translated the Bible in
hiding, by themselves. Their goal was not absolute accuracy, but
SIMPLY TO GET THE BIBLE TO THE COMMON MAN! And, they were
persecuted to the extreme because of it!

 

 The King James  Translation was the very first time a
King had given authority for men of scholar to take the time to
translate the Bible into the common language of the people and to
make sure it was accurate!

 

1. The Originals, No original copy of any part of the Bible
exists today. what we have are fragments of very old copies of the
original books of the Bible.

2. The Textus Receptus (by Erasamus, took all of the ancient
manuscripts that were accepted as accurate and complied them into
one complete text in the Greek.)

3. The Wycliffe

4. The Tyndale

5. The Geneva

6. The Matthews

7. The King James

 

 One could ask the question, "Are the newer versions simply
attempts to purify the Words of God even more?"

 

 The answer is no!

 

 The newer versions do not accept the validity of the
textus receptus, which is the foundation of all translations up
through the King James.

 

 They use instead, the Wescott-Hort or Nestle text of the
original languages. These texts are a very small number of ancient
manuscripts and were never accepted as good texts.

 

 They were found in questionable places,

 They disagree with the majority of ancients
manuscripts

 And they disagree with each other!

 

 The modern versions of the Bible disagree with each other
depending upon which of these ancient manuscripts they rely upon
the most heavily.

 

 The argument used in their favor was that they were older
and therefore more reliable.

 

 You will see in some versions of the Bible, in the notes
sentences like (older and more reliable manuscripts omit this
verse, or the most reliable manuscripts read)

 

 But older doesn't necessarily mean better, and besides,
sense they have discovered the Dead Sea Scrolls which contained
portions of the Bible older than those used in the Westcott-Hort
works, and that agree with the Textus Receptus, and the King James
rather than the modern versions!

 

 The modern versions do not attempt to purify the King
James Bible, THEY ATTEMPT TO CHANGE THE DOCTRINES OF THE KING JAMES
BIBLE!

 

 For more information on that subject, I recommend that you
read the book, NEW AGE VERSIONS.

 

 The Bible is pure! It is accurate! Every word of it is
reliable and trustworthy and you can rest assured that to live you
life upon its teachings means to live your life THE RIGHT WAY!

 

 You can rest assured that believing any doctrine that is
from the Word of God IS TO BELIEVE RIGHT DOCTRINE!

 

 When men like Jim Davis write things against the Christian
view of Creation, no matter how violent his tirades may seem to be
we can retreat back to the truth THAT THE GENESIS RECORD OF GOD
CREATING THE WORLD IN SEVEN LITERAL DAYS IS THE PURE WORD OF
GOD!

 

 Not only is the word of God pure;

II. NOTICE THAT THE WORD OF GOD IS
PRECIOUS!

 As silver tried in a furnace of earth.

 

 With precious metals, the more pure the metal, the more
valuable the metal!

 

 We measure the value of the Bible these days in dollars
and cents.

 Today we can buy a Bible for anywhere from $1.50, to
$80.00 depending upon the paper and leather binding used.

 

 We can get Bibles in print

 We can get Bibles with study notes

 We can get pocket Bibles and

 Ultra thin Bibles

 We can get Bibles on cassette,

 And we have Bibles on computer.

 I even have what Jerry Falwell called the "World's
Smallest Bible" a Bible on Micro Film! (Which is about as useless a
gadget as I can imagine!)

 

  All these Bibles on the market tend to detract from the
preciousness of the Bible to us! If we loose our Bible, most of us
can easily obtain another one.

 

 We give Bibles to the Bus kids, WHO, SOME OF THEM, LOOSE
THEM BEFORE THEY GET THEM HOME!

 

 Not so years ago!

 

 There were two things that made the Bible precious in
years gone by;

 

1. THE SCARCITY OF THEM!

 In fact, it is probably true that until the printing press
was invented, no one, not even a whole church had a complete Bible,
except for the Catholic church.

 

 You see, at one time, all Bibles were hand printed. IT
COULD TAKE A LIFETIME FOR A MAN TO PRINT JUST ONE COPY OF THE
BIBLE!

 

 So the Baptist churches that were in hiding from the
Catholics, would not own a complete Bible, but maybe just one or
two books of the Bible, OR EVEN, WE KNOW OF SOME CASES, JUST A
PORTION OF ONE OR TWO BOOKS OF THE BIBLE!

 

 Can you imagine how precious the complete Bible, bound as
we have them today would have been to the believers of those
days?

 

 The Bible was precious to them for another reason;

2. PEOPLE HAD GIVEN THEIR LIVES TO GIVE THEM THE
BIBLE.

 

 When Dr. Jewell Smith was here last year, he had with him
a Tyndale Bible. Today that Bible is worth a fortune because the
majority of Tyndale Bibles were destroyed, burned up.

 

 But what is more WHENEVER POSSIBLE, THE OWNER OF THE BIBLE
WAS BURNT WITH IT!

 

 One evening, I did my devotions using that Tyndale Bible.
As I held it, I was holding something that very likely its original
owner died for!

 

 I guarantee, I treated that book with respect!

 

 I have been accused of turning the Bible into an idol.

 There is only one way to do that. When a person puts the
Bible on a shelf or mantle and only moves it to dust it off, THEN
IT IS AN IDOL!

 

 But to love and adore and worship the Word of God! to
treat it with reverence and respect as you open it often and read
it asking God to use it to change your life,

 IS NOT IDOL WORSHIP, BUT AS IT IS IN FACT, WORSHIP OF THE
GOD WHO GAVE IT TO US!

 

The Purity of the Word of God;

The Preciousness of the Word of God;

 

finally;

III. NOTICE THE PRESERVATION OF THE WORD OF
GOD.

  There are four words important to the Communication of
the Bible from God to man;

 

1.  Revelation.

 Revelation is when God, in some fashion gave to a writer a
vision of future things. Or a supernatural knowledge of a
truth.

 

 Some claim to get revelation from God even today. Mormons
believe that Joseph Smith received revelation from God to write the
book of Mormons.

 

 Charismatics claim to receive revelation from God about
people who are to be healed, etc.

 

 We believe that revelation has ceased.

 

2. Inspiration.

 The word means "God Breathed."

 

 When Paul wrote his letters, he was not receiving special
revelation. He was not in a trance, nor was he hearing the voice of
God telling him what to write.

 

 Instead, God was directing his writing so that Paul's
meditations on spiritual things and the leading used to compose the
letters were used of God to communicate what god wanted said, in
Paul's peculiar personality.

 

 We talk about people who were inspired to write a song, or
a poem or book. They may have been moved in some fashion, but they
were not God Breathed.

 

 Like revelation, we believe that inspiration has ceased.
We believe that God's Word is finished with the book of Revelation
and that to add or subtract from the 66 books that comprise the
Bible is to call down upon yourself the judgments of God!

 

 Revelation and Inspiration are the two tools that God used
to communicate to us His divine, holy, infallible and inerrent
Words.

 

3. ILLUMINATION

 Illumination is the method by which God helps us to
understand the Bible.

 The Word of God is a supernatural and spiritual book It
cannot be understand using natural means, but can only be rightly
understood by those who are spiritual, and who are willing to seek
the things of God!

 As the spiritual man studies the Bible, seeking wisdom
from the Holy Spirit of God, the Holy Ghost illuminates to his mind
the deep things of God as the Holy ghost sees he is ready.

 

The fourth word is

4. PRESERVATION

Preservation is the means by which God has seen to it that what
He has communicated to us has arrived to us intact.

 

The word preserve is, natsar (naw-tsar'); means to guard, (to
protect, maintain, obey, etc.)

 

Here is a promise in the Bible that God will protect, maintain
and guard His Words.

 It only makes sense that  if God would go through the
trouble of giving to us an infallible Bible in the original
manuscripts, HE WOULD GO THROUGH THE TROUBLE OF SEEING TO IT THAT
HIS WORD STAYS INFALLIBLE THROUGHOUT THE CENTURIES.

 

 In fact, the word forever  is;  `owlam
(o-lawm');

Which means, the vanishing
point;  God here promises to preserve His words
as far into the future as there is a future!

 

 It is arrogant for men to think that they would have the
ability to destroy something that God has promised to preserve!

 

 I am totally confident that God has the ability and has
the desire to see to it that you and I have the infallible and
inerrent Bible in the language we speak.

 

 And I am sure that God has preserved His word for the
English Speaking people through the King James Version!

 

 I know that we all sometimes feel like the forces of
worldliness are overwhelming us!

 

 We see wickedness rising, and we see fewer and fewer
Christians who are willing to pay the price to be truly godly;

 

 But David teaches us here that in those times when we are
prone to cry out;

Help Lord, for the godly man ceaseth

 

 That our help, confidence, and comfort is to be found in
the assurance THAT GOD'S WORD IS PURE, PRECIOUS, AND PRESERVED!

 










Chapter 7
The First Michtam of David


Psalms 16:1-11

 

 

 According to the material I have, a the word Michtam means
"golden", or "special."

 

 This is one of those precious, special psalms that can be
such a blessing at different times in our lives!

 

 The setting is found in 1 Samuel 23:24-28.

 David is fleeing form King Saul, and Saul has caught up
with him!

 Saul's soldiers have surrounded David and his men, and
almost certain death awaits. When out of nowhere, a messenger finds
Saul and tells him that the Armies of the Philistines have invaded
Israel, and Saul is forced to leave off his attack on David to ward
off the Philistines enemy.

 

 I am told that it is at this juncture that David pens the
words of this Psalm.

 

 The Jews learned to use this Psalm as a comforter in those
times of life when death seemed eminent.

 

 Whenever old age was about to take the life of a loved
one.

 Whenever a deadly disease had invaded.

 Whenever death looked inevitable, the Children of Israel
would flee to Psalm 16 for comfort!

 

Dr. Jack Hyles urges us,

"RUSH THIS PSALM TO THE BEDSIDE OF THE OF THE
TERMINAL CANCER PATIENT AND SPEED THEM TO THEIR LOVED ONES"… FOR
THE COMFORT HELP, AND STRENGTH THEY WILL FIND IN
THEM!

(The Story Behind The Psalms; page 27)

 

 I would have preached this message anyway I
think, but it is a time just like this at least for Bro Skip and
Diane. I went to visit Bro Skip's father this last week. Mr. Foley
is terminal with cancer and doesn't have much longer to live says
the doctors.

 

 Can you imagine, the trials they must be
experiencing right now?

 

 Dr. Hyles says, this passage was written for
them!

 

 I want to key in on this thought of this passage being
precious, when death is eminent and point out three things David
seems to say that can be of comfort in such a time as this!

 

David says first;

I. GOD HAS BEEN GOOD!

(Verse 1-7)

 

 Now, let's be careful right here! Remember the setting
that these words are penned under!

 David is running for his life from a man who wants to kill
him for no other reason than,

DAVID IS MORE GODLY THAN HE!

 

 He has just gone through a point when it looked as if Saul
had caught him and he would be dead any minute.

 

 In fact, there is some question about exactly what point
in this incident David may have penned these words. It is entirely
possible he wrote them BEFORE SAUL WAS DIVERTED AWAY!

 

 The Psalm opens with the prayer to God

Preserve me!

 

Hinting at least to the possibility that Saul was still a threat
at the very time of writing!

 

 And yet, David still emphasizes the goodness of God!

 

He says

1. MY GOODNESS EXTENDETH NOT TO THEE.

Verse 2

 

 Does that mean that David never tries to do anything 
good for the Lord?

 

NO!

 

 What he is saying is that, HE CANNOT DO ANYTHING GOOD FOR
THE LORD!

 

 What David is saying is that God is all sufficient and
does not do us good in return for what we do for him!

 

Look what Job says on the same subject;

Job 22:2

Can a man be profitable unto God, as he that is wise may be
profitable unto himself? (KJV)

 

Job 35:7

If thou be righteous, what givest thou him? or what receiveth he
of thine hand? (KJV)

 

 

 We sometimes have this idea that we can do so much for the
Lord! The truth is

GOD IS PERFECTLY FINE WITHOUT ANY OF US!

 

 And by the way, that is a very important truth, because
that is what grace is all about!

 

 Grace is God giving us what we do not deserve!

 

If we are always trying to deserve things from God, or believing
that we do deserve something from God WE CAN EXPERIENCE NO REAL
GRACE!

 

 And don't we sometimes do that in the church? We look at a
visitor and think to ourselves,

 

"BOY, JUST THINK WHAT GOD CAN DO IF THEY WILL JOIN UP!"

 

 The truth of the matter is, we can extend goodness to
other saints, and we should, BUT WE WILL NEVER REALLY DESERVE THE
GOODNESS OF GOD!

 

 And when we really get that truth nailed down, we can
finally really appreciate the goodness of God in our lives!

 

 But as long as we think we are deserving, we will never be
satisfied with what God has done for us!

 

David then says;

2. THE LINES ARE FALLEN UNTO ME IN PLEASANT
PLACES.

(Verse 6)

 

 The lines he is talking about are THE PROPERTIES HE HAD
INHERITED FROM GOD!

 

 Back in Joshua's day, they conquered the promised land and
then Joshua, under the leadership of the Lord, drew lines through
the property and divided it among the tribes.

 

 David is using that typology and saying, WHAT GOD HAS
GIVEN TO ME IS THE PLEASANT PLACES!

 

 But remember, at this point, DAVID HAS NOTHING
PHYSICAL!

 

 He is running around in the wilderness, hoping that Saul
does not kill him!

 

 But still he says, GOD HAS GIVEN TO ME GOOD THINGS!

 

 What are they?

 

Verse 5;

THE LORD IS THE PORTION OF MINE INHERITANCE!

 

I wonder how many of us in this room tonight could honestly
say; 

"If God took away everything, still I could be happy
just knowing I was right with God!"

 

 I will always, I think, remember the words Vance Havner
spoke in reference to the death of his wife;

 

 He said "We never come to the place that all we
want is Jesus, until all we have is Jesus!"

 

Thirdly David says;

3. I will bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel…
"

God had been good enough to David to provide guidance to him in
life!

 

You and I are holding  that guidance in our hands
tonight!

 

 There ought not be a day go by that we do not open up the
blessed Word of God, allow God to guide us from it, AND THEN THANK
GOD FOR GIVING IT TO US!

 

David begins by saying;

God has been good!

 

He then says;

II. I SHALL NOT BE MOVED.

Verse 8-10

 

1. Brother Boyce gave us some good insight into
the word of the Lord the other night when he pointed out that the
word "will" implies an act of the will; human strength;

 

Where the word "shall" implies a promise outside of the human
will.

 

 David says, GOD HAS PROMISED TO KEEP ME!

 

If things go roughly, because he had set the Lord before him HE
WOULD NOT BE MOVED!

 

 When a person can be persuaded to fall away from the Lord
during trials, IT IS A SURE SIGN THAT THEY WERE NOT CLOSE TO THE
LORD BEFORE THE TRIALS!

 

2.  Notice the phrase, BECAUSE HE IS AT MY
RIGHT HAND! (Verse 8)

 The Bible says that Jesus is now at the right hand of the
Father.

 

But having the Lord at our right hand is where we want Him
too!

 

A. It is a place where God protects us and judges
our enemies;

Ps 110:5

The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day
of his wrath. (KJV)

 

B. It is the place where God provides shelter and
shade when we need His blessings

Ps 121:5

The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right
hand. (KJV)

 

C. It is the place where God provides the needs of
those that are poor;

Ps 109:31

For he shall stand at the right hand of the poor, to save him
from those that condemn his soul. (KJV)

 

D. And it is the place where God gives us the
guidance and counsel we need each day!

Ps 73:23-24


               
Nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou hast holden me by my
right hand.


               
Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to
glory. (KJV)

 

But look at verses 9-10

3. EVEN IF I DIE, MY FLESH SHALL REST IN
HOPE!

 

David, facing what looked to be almost sure death says,

MY FLESH SHALL REST IN HOPE!

 

 Why was that?

 

"Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell."

 

Things have changed a little since that day. In the Old
Testament times, Hell had two "compartments.

 

One was the place of suffering, where the lost were kept, the
other was the place referred to in the new Testament as "Paradise"
or "Abraham's Bosom."

 

After Christ died and rose from the grave, those in Abraham's
Bosom were carried to heaven and since then, that is where the
souls of all who are saved go.

 

 When David said that his soul would not stay in hell, he
was not saying that he could go to what we now call hell, and then
get out later.

 

 That is the kind of thinking that led to the Catholic
Doctrine of Purgatory. They say that when a person dies, his soul
goes to purgatory to pay for his sins, but if you will give enough
money to the priest, he can pray for their soul, and get it out
quicker!

 

 All David was saying was;

GOD, EVEN IF I DIE, MY FLESH WILL REST IN HOPE, BECAUSE YOU
WON'T LET ME STAY IN THE GRAVE!

 

 David's hope was in the resurrection!

 

Turn to 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

 

Notice especially verse 18.

There is comfort and hope in the truth of the resurrection!

 

And it is a doctrine that ought to be meditated upon more than a
little!

 

Finally, and closely tied to that doctrine, David says;

III. HEAVEN WILL BE GREAT!

Verse 11

 

 There are three major themes briefly mentioned in this
verse;

 

1. THOU WILT SHOW ME THE PATH OF LIFE.

 

This speaks of eternal life

Prov 12:28

In the way of righteousness is life; and in the
pathway thereof there is no death. (KJV)

 

I really like the symbolism of  Prov 4:18;

But the path of the just is as the shining light,
that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.
(KJV)

 

  Those that are Christ's know no death! Their path is like
a shining light that just keeps getting brighter and brighter,
until they are finally perfect in the eternal presence of God!

 

 That thing that we call death is merely a gateway to a
brighter life!

 

 The earliest Christians, in fact, avoided the use of the
word death.

 

 Back in 1 Thessalonians 4 Paul referred to those who were
asleep in Christ.

 Their bodies had died, but he said they were asleep.

 

In fact, I have read that the word Cemetery was a word coined by
the early Christians for the place where they buried the saved
dead, AND THAT THE WORD MEANS "A SLEEPING PLACE!"

 

 They liked to use terms like that to remind them of the
fact that Christians don't ever really die! They instead are on a
path that leads to eternal life with Christ!

 

2. IN THY PRESENCE IS FULNESS OF JOY.

 David is referring here to being in the literal presence
of God in heaven.

 

 IN THY PRESENCE IS JOY!

 

Why would a Christian ever be sad at the thought of being in the
presence of the Lord?

 

 Whether we are talking about our own death, or the death
of a saved loved one, there is no reason to be sad!  In God's
presence there is complete and full joy!

 

 The word joy here is a Hebrew term that means GLEE!

 

Not just "I am so happy."

 

But;

 

"I AM SOOO HAAAPPPY!"

 

3. AT THY RIGHT HAND ARE PLEASURES FOR
EVERMORE.

While joy refers to how we feel;

 

Pleasures refer to what is there!

 

Joy relates to our emotions

Pleasures are related to our senses

 

In fact, this same Hebrew word is translated in other places
with the word "sweet."

 

Heaven is filled with things that will be pleasant to the
senses

 

The sounds of Angels and Saints singing praises to God.

The sights of the most beautiful city imaginable.

The smells of sweet sacrifices.

The tastes of the fruit of the tree of life, and of the water of
life;

The touch not only of multitudes of loved ones;

BUT OF THE LORD HIMSELF!

 

Sometime read Revelation chapter 21-22 looking specifically for
the things that will be pleasant to the senses!

 

 What kind of grace do you think those saints who were
martyred in such cruel ways by the Romans and Catholics had to stay
so strong while suffering so much?

 

 At least part of it was that they had fixed their thoughts
on these very precious passages just like Psalm 16, and they faced
death with these three thoughts;

God has been Good!

My flesh shall rest in hope!, and

Heaven will be great!

 










Chapter 8
Three Books We Need To Read


Psalm 19:1-14

The Psalm we have before us is attributed to David and it is
believed that he wrote this while still a young man shepherding his
father's sheep.

 

I Picture David sitting in a field perhaps watching the clouds
go by, soaking in the heat of the warm day's sun.

 

And he begins by saying;

"The heavens declare the glory of God and firmament
sheweth his handiwork… "

 

As I studied this passage I saw two ways to view it, both of
which would use the same verse divisions;

 

 One way, would be to consider the three most important
books a person can study.

 


	The first book is the BOOK OF CREATION (verses
1-6).

	The second book is the BOOK OF THE BIBLE (verses 7-11)
and

	The third book is the BOOK OF THE HEART (verses
12-14).



 

I have chosen for the evening to talk about the three directions
a Christian should look;

1. Look UP, verse 1-6

2. Look At, verse 7-11, and,

3. Look IN, verse 12-14.

 

First,

I. LOOK UP

I remember as a child living in Benton City, Washington, laying
in the grass watching the cloud shapes and envisioning the enormity
of all that is created.

 

It seems like it is a part of our character as human beings that
we like to not only see the beauty around us, BUT REFLECT UPON WHAT
IT ALL MEANS

 

For the Christian, such reflection is essential! It is
imperative that we Christians take a look up and learn all that we
can about God.

 

 Listen to this;

The Christian life begins with knowing God.

 

The better we know and understand God, the more godly we can be.
Therefore, as we grow in the knowledge of God, we also grow in our
usefulness to God.

 

A.  As we look up towards the
heavens, there are three major points they preach to us
loudly;

 

1. Their consistency

Vs 2


	Day unto day

	Night unto night!



 

The things that God has created can be counted upon!  It is
true that some parts of the earth can be unpredictable.

 

We do not know for sure how much rain we will have each
year.

 

We do not know for sure that there won't be some sort of a
natural disaster.

 

But when we take into consideration our entire lifetime, and the
entire world, THIS PLANET IS PRETTY DEPENDABLE.

 

I have no doubt but that if Jesus Christ does not return for the
rapture tomorrow, and if I do not die in my sleep tonight;

 

THINGS WILL BE PRETTY MUCH THE SAME TOMORROW AS THEY HAVE BEEN
FOR CENTURIES BEFORE ME

 

The heavens also preach

2. Their Universality.

Vs 3

 

It does not matter where we go in the world, nor does it matter
what time frame in the history of man we consider,

 

The heavens tell the same story about God.

 

One of the theological arguments we have for the existence of
God, IS THE UNIVERSAL BELIEF IN A GOD.

 

The fact that men everywhere and in all times have believed in a
god, even if their personal belief has been in a false god, points
to the fact that THERE MUST BE A GOD.

 

And thirdly the heavens preach;

3. Their enormity

Vs 4

 

What God has created IS HUGE.

 

And, in fact, one of the things people are most impressed with,
especially when contemplating the heavens, IS HOW BIG THEY ARE.

 

They figure that the most powerful telescope man has been able
to create only allows us to see the most minute fraction of the stars in
space.

 

B. David goes on to give just one
example of how the heavens declare all of this, (4-6) in pointing
out the sun

 

1. The sun comes every day.

I understand that the sun is not actually moving and that it is
the earth that moves around the sun,

 

But as it appears to us, the sun preaches Consistency in that it
comes every day from the same side of the planet, and goes each
night on the opposite side.

 

He pictures the coming of the sun as a bridegroom appearing in
all his glory on the great day.

 

2. The sun GOES EVERYWHERE.

Vs 6

"his circuit unto the ends of it"

 

There are parts of the earth that may not get as much of the sun
as often as other parts, BUT THERE IS NO PART OF THE EARTH THAT
DOES NOT KNOW THE SUN.

 

3. The sun heats everything.

Nothing is left untouched by the heat of the sun. Even here in
Astoria where we so seldom see the sun, THE SUN IS STILL HAVING AN
EFFECT.

 

And just above the clouds, the sun will still be shining as
brightly as if we lived in a warmer part of the country.

 

C. Now, what does all of this tell us about the
Lord?

 

1. The consistency teaches us of GOD'S
FAITHFULNESS.

 

While there are any number of people that I do not believe I can
count upon, I AM CONVINCED THAT I CAN ALWAYS COUNT UPON
THE LORD.

 

I cannot count upon God to do what I want Him to do, BUT I CAN
COUNT UPON HIM TO DO EXACTLY WHAT HE HAS PROMISED TO DO.

 

Someone once asked Abraham Lincoln if he thought God was on the
side of the Union Army. Lincoln responded by saying;

"I am not so much concerned about God being on our
side, I WANT TO MAKE SURE WE ARE ON HIS!"

 

 God is totally faithful.

The more I get to know the Lord, the more sure I am
of that.

 

2. The universality teaches us about God's
Awesomeness

 

We are talking here about the fact that God is;


	BIG;

	INTELLIGENT, AND

	POWERFUL



 

I had a friend who liked to describe God as this huge
person;

AND WE ARE CENTERED THERE IN HIS STOMACH.

 

The theology is a little off, BUT IT DOES PICTURE HOW BIG GOD IS
IN COMPARISON TO US.

 

3. The enormity teaches us of God's
sovereignty.

 

I am personally committed to the doctrine of the sovereignty of
God, BECAUSE I BELIEVE IT PROVIDES THE MOST ASSURANCE FOR THE
FUTURE OF HUMANITY.

 

I find great comfort in knowing that nothing happens to me that
God does not know about and that God can't and won't use for my
best good.

 

THAT TRUTH CAN GET A PERSON THROUGH ANY DIFFICULTY.

 

Provided we rest in that truth while in the difficulty.

 

We need to look up.

 

Secondly tonight;

II. LOOK AT

Vs 7-11

This section talks about the Word of God.

 

We have

A. A description of the
Bible

Vs 7-9

 

There are:


	Six Titles here;

	Six properties here; and

	Six effects here of the Bible.



 

I do not want to take the time to consider them tonight, just to
point out how they look so you can sometime study them on your
own;

 

 Six
times we find a title for the Bible

The first one is The Law of the Lord

The next one is The Testimony of the Lord

 

These are titles, and of course, there is tremendous instruction
as to what the Bible is all about in these titles.

 

The title "The Law" implies to us that the bible should not be
considered as optional.

 

The city of Puyallup has several "laws" concerning traffic
safety. These are called laws, because they are not suggestions. If
they were suggestions, you could follow them if you wanted and not
follow them if you didn't want.

 

Laws are not optional. If you are caught breaking the laws, the
police will give you a talking to.

 

God's Word should not be considered optional. God expects us to
follow the teachings of the Bible and if people do not, there are
consequences.

 

The first property of the Bible listed is
perfect. The Bible is perfect, through and through right.
No errors, no mistakes, no flaws.

 

Think about this, SOMETHING THAT IS REALLY PERFECT, CAN
NEVER BE ANYTHING BUT PERFECT.

 

 Adam and Eve were perfect in a sense, but not completely
perfect. Otherwise, they would not have sinned. They had the
capability of sinning and were therefore not completely
perfect.

 

 If you have a container of rice, perfect in every way,
except for a small amount of spoil in the bottom, sooner or later,
the spoil will infect all of the container, betraying it was not a
perfect container of rice.

 

 If the Bible were not perfect, I could believe that it
would begin to decay and spoil and have errors that scholars would
need to correct.

 But since the Bible is perfect, IT CAN NEVER SPOIL. It has
to be thoroughly and completely and eternally perfect.

 

The first effect found here is CONVERTING THE
SOUL.

The word of God is the only thing that is able to convert the
soul.

 

Go through these verses and you will see the other titles,
properties, and effects.

 

We find

B. The value of the Bible.

Vs 10

There are two types of value that are brought up;

 

1. More to be desired than gold.

It refers to material value. There is nothing wrong with having
money and the things that money can buy.

 

But money and riches and material things can never take the
place of the Bible to those who have discovered the value of the
Bible.

 

It is true that many people have never discovered that value. It
is to them, at best, a collection added to their library, perhaps
some religious text that they need to be a little familiar
with.

 

BUT THEY DO NOT SEE THE REAL VALUE OF IT.

 

2. Sweeter than the honey and the honeycomb

This value I will liken to the value of life itself, since we
must eat to survive.

 

Through the centuries, countless numbers of Christians have
valued the Bibles even above their own lives.

 

Owning the Bible, preaching the Bible, and obeying the Bible
were important enough to them to risk imprisonment, and even
death!

 

I wonder what real value we place in the Bible today?

 

Thirdly, we find here

C. The usefulness of the Bible

Vs 11

 

There are two uses for the Bible put forward to us;

 

1. It is useful to us for a warning

The Bible warns us of the many dangers of sin and living life
outside of the will of God.


	It warns us of the destruction we do to ourselves, our
families, and to others around us when we do not live right with
God.

	It warns us of the eternal hell that awaits the
unsaved.

	It warns us of the trials of the Tribulation period,
and of the Anti Christ.

	It warns us of false prophets and teachers and how we
need to try the spirits whether they are of God.



 

 2. The Bible rewards those that keep
it

The word reward also is translated in some places, "end."

When a person keeps the Bible HE HAS A GREAT ENDING.

 

The results of keeping and obeying the Bible ARE GREAT
RESULTS.

 

We come to the last main heading for the evening;

We ought to look up

look at; and finally

 

III. LOOK IN

Vs 12-13

There is a prayer that is breathed in these last few verses and
here are the requests;

 

A. Cleanse me from secret faults.

 Do you have any of those secret faults and sins?

 

Two ways to use this;

1. Those sins we are not yet aware of, or that we have
not done intentionally.

The young and immature Christian is always doing things THAT HE
OR SHE DOES NOT EVEN KNOW ARE SINS YET.

 

I'll tell you, when I look back at my Christian life, and see
some of the things I used to do, IN THE NAME OF CHRIST, and have
since learned that they were sin.

 

IT CAUSES ME TO CRY OUT TO THE LORD, HELP ME TO BE CLEANSED OF
THOSE THINGS THAT I DO NOW THAT I WILL FIND OUT LATER ARE SINS.

 

And of course, there is only one way to be cleansed of a
sin.

 

That is to confess it, so, THIS PRAYER IS REALLY ONE ASKING GOD
TO REVEAL THOSE SINS TO DAVID.

 

Every day we ought to pray for at least to things, first,
confession of those sins we know we have committed, second, asking
God to reveal to us those sins we do not know we have committed, so
we can confess them and not do them any more.

 

THERE IS NOTHING WRONG WITH FINDING OUT THAT SOMETHING YOU DO IS
A SIN.

 

The real error is after finding out, to refuse to confess it, or
to get mad at the one who told you about it.

 

2. Those sins that are presumptuous

Vs 13

 

A presumptuous sin is a willful sin.

 

When we say, I know this is sin, but I do not care, I am going
to do it anyway. We are committing a presumptuous sin.

 

Consider this,

IN THE OLD TESTAMENT LAW; GOD SAID THERE WAS NO SACRIFICE FOR A
PRESUMPTUOUS SIN.

 

Sins that were committed unknowingly or unintentionally could be
covered with sacrificial blood,

BUT GOD PROVIDED NO SACRIFICE THAT WOULD COVER THE SINS THAT
WERE COMMITTED IN WILLFUL PRESUMPTION.

 

They just killed people who committed them.

 

And then consider, one of the few New Testament sins that is
called willful sin, IS NEGLECTING ASSEMBLING TOGETHER AT
CHURCH.

Hebrews 10:25-26

 

And then, David prays

B. Let my words and thoughts be acceptable in thy
sight

 

1. What do you think about?

 

Do you believe that the Lord is pleased with the meditations of
your heart?

 

Do you believe that God is pleased with what you spend the
majority of your time thinking about?

 

David said, God, help me so that the meditations of my heart are
things that are acceptable and pleasing in your sight!

 

2. What you think about almost surely will portray
itself in what you talk about

 

And the thing that I believe the Lord is most pleased with when
we talk about it, IS ABOUT THE WORD OF GOD, AND ESPECIALLY HOW TO
BE SAVED.

 

Here is a passage for the student of Books

A passage for the observer of things

 


	Study the book of Creation and Look Up

	Study the Book of the Bible and Look At

	Study the book of the heart and Look in!



 

If the Lord were to take you to heaven today, when he opens up
your heart and looks inside, will you be pleased with what He
sees?

 

Why not come this evening to an Old Fashioned Altar and ask God
to clean it up and make it acceptable TODAY.

 

 










Chapter 9 I
Shall Not Want





Psalms 23

I am a lover of the Psalms.

 

These 150 poems and songs are among the most popular passages of
all of the Bible. However, just like any part of the Bible, there
are portions of it that are more popular than others!

 

Psalm 23 is perhaps the most popular passage in all of the
Bible, and is almost surely the most popular and well known of all
of the Psalms.

 

When I first began attending church back in 1979, we had an
elderly man who stood and quoted Psalm 23 every time the pastor
called for a memory verse or favorite verse.

 

Mr. Turner is now in heaven, where I am sure he quotes this
wonderful Psalm to the Lord regularly!

 

I am going to use as My theme phrase the last part of verse
1.

 

"I SHALL NOT WANT"

 

I want to point out to you this evening those things that the
Good Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ, gives so those who are His
sheep SHALL NOT WANT:

 

First; Our Shepherd meets:

I. OUR TEMPORAL NEEDS.

I mean by this that He meets those physical needs and daily
needs we have!

 

Read with me verse 2

 

The Good Shepherd meets every need of my body in this life!

 

He not only provides food and water, but the place

where we lay our heads at night!

 

Somewhere in school, I was taught that Man's basic needs are

1. Food and Water

2. Shelter and clothing

3. And sleep.

 

We humans needs these simple basics to survive, without them we
would perish!

 

I know a lot of people who think they need much
more!

 

They think they need two cars;

a dishwasher

and a Television!

 

While we may want more, the truth is that we really
don't need more than food shelter and sleep!

 

With those, we can survive, without them we would
die!

 

And Jesus provides them all to His sheep!
Christians.

 

We are living in a world full of need today.

 

Souls are dying of starvation and exposure by the thousands
around the world as we speak.

 

Even in our own country, there are families living in shacks
made of tin leaned together.

 

(Pastor TJ Smith, who is now in Albany, personally dealt with a
woman in Springfield, Oregon WHO LITERALLY LIVED IN A REFRIGERATOR
BOX!)

 

But I am telling you this morning that I am convinced that
Jesus Christ can meet those basic physical and daily needs of
life!

 

Men plan and prepare meals to feed the hungry.

 

We give hundreds of thousands of dollars to relief programs
and

 

We'll go over and educate the third world countries how to raise
food

 

But I am telling you this evening that WE WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO
MEET ALL OF THE PHYSICAL NEEDS OF OUR WORLD—ONLY CHRIST CAN DO
THAT!

 

I am afraid that, for the most part, we are throwing money down
a hole,  to give to so many of these types of charity
organizations!

 

For one thing, most of the money never leaves the United States,
It is used to pay for the staff of the organizations, and for more
fund raising promotions.

 

But, even the money that does get to the needy, only provides a
temporary fix!

 

An organization that fills the belly but does nothing for the
eternal soul is casting pearls before swine.

 

I BELIEVE THE
BIBLE!

I believe it means what it says and says what it means!

 

 And the Bible says in Psalms 37:27

"I have been young and now am old; yet have I not
seen the righteous forsaken, nor His seed begging
bread."

 

Psalms 37:3 says;

"Trust in the Lord and do good; so shalt thou dwell
in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed."

 

The New Testament book of Philippians, speaking about temporal
needs says in Phil 4:19;

"But my God shall supply all your needs according to
His riches in glory by Christ Jesus."

 

There are many Bible examples of how God has met physical needs
in the past:

 

1. He fed
Israel manna in the Wilderness

 

Every day enough to feed 2 million or more people.

 

When they hungered for meat, He caused a wind to blow in Quail,
enough that they got sick from it!

 

When they needed water, he caused it to spring out of the
rocks.

 

And for 40 years wondering around in that desert, no one's
clothes wore out!

 

2. HE FED
ELIJAH DURING A 3 YEAR FAMINE.

 

By causing the ravens to bring him meat and bread.

 

And for one full year, a widow's barrel had enough to feed her,
her son, and Elijah!

 

3. CHRIST TOOK
A SCANTY AMOUNT OF BREAD AND FISH AND BLESSED IT SO IT FED 5000 ONE
TIME AND 4000 ANOTHER. Not counting women and
children!

 

And then, when the fragments were gathered, there was much more
than they began with!

 

Folks, we can still trust Christ to meet our needs!

 

God has taken my family and I from the place of
living in a borrowed motor home out back of a rented old gas
station building where we started the church

 To the place now of having a very nice home
and really plenty to meet the needs!

 

There have been times when we were not sure where we would find
the money to eat!

 

But now God has blessed us abundantly!

 

Christ does supply!

 

May I suggest to you, without trying to appear judgmental or
critical in any way, IT MAY BE THAT YOU DON'T BELIEVE CHRIST CAN
SUPPLY AND THAT IS WHY HE NEVER DOES FOR YOU!

 

Sure, there will be the times when He brings leanness into your
lives, that's BECAUSE HE KNOWS WE NEED TO LEARN TO BE
CONTENT EVEN WHEN BEING ABASED!

 

But God will not leave us empty handed!

 

He will provide our physical and daily needs!

 

 

II. HE MEETS OUR ETERNAL/EMOTIONAL NEEDS.

Verses 3-6

 

You and I both know that we have more than physical needs, don't
we?

 

We have emotional needs. Needs of the heart and soul, and CHRIST
MEETS THOSE NEEDS TOO!

 

He provides;

1.
SATISFACTION

 

Look at three phrases with me;

"He restoreth my soul"

"He leadeth me in paths of righteousness"

"Thy rod and thy staff comfort me"

 

During times of depression and discouragement - when we are cast
down, Jesus picks us up. HE RESTORES OUR SOUL!

 

We had just started the church here in Astoria, and
we couldn't have had it much tougher.

 

We were broke.

 

We were jobless.

 

We had had difficulty finding any place that would
rent a building for us to start the church in.

 

The people of Astoria had been less than receptive
to the idea of a new church here.

 

And most of the people we had to start the church
with had gotten mad and quit!

 

Bohannan had just been born, and we drove to
Portland to take him for his Two week examine when I, pouting about
all of the above, did not notice a stopped car and rear ended
it!

 

Praise the Lord, none of the damage was on the other
guy's car, but only to mine, so he took my name and address and
that sort, and we went on to the clinic;

 

I was so depressed I couldn't hardly take it. I told
Anita to go ahead and take Bo into the exam, and I sat in the
reception area crying.

 

But, then a great thing happened. That morning I had
read Psalm 42:5;

 

  "Why art thou cast down oh my soul? And why
art thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in god, for I shall yet
praise Him for the help of His countenance!"

 

  As I meditated upon that verse, I found
within it great peace and promise! I kept repeating over and over
in my head until, by the time Anita came out with Bohannan, I was
jumping around for joy!

 

 Now let me tell you, I have had other difficult times in
the ministry here, and I have been discouraged since that day;

 

BUT NEVER TO THE SAME DEGREE!

 

God's Word changed me that day, And I have not
been the same since!

 

There is no satisfaction in sin. There may be pleasure for a
season, but sin always needs something bigger to bring the same
amount of pleasure the next time.

 

But there is satisfaction in the Lord Jesus Christ!

He provides

2.
SECURITY Verses 4-5

 

A. when facing death.

 

When Anita and I lived in Hermiston, there was a sweet
Christian lady in the church we were members of by the name of
Diane Wilson. Diane died of cancer shortly after we went off to
Bible college, after a long and painful battle with
it.

 

Several years later, after we had returned from college,
we spoke with another lady from the church by the name of Carol
Helmick.

 

Carol was holding Mrs. Wilson's hand when she died. And
Carol said that she wouldn't have traded that experience for the
world!

 

Mrs. Wilson died in her own home on a Sunday: After
singing hymns and speaking of the Lord. She used no pain killers or
drugs to knock her out. Several times, as she would pass in and out
of consciousness, Carol would hear her not talking about the Lord,
BUT TOO THE LORD!

 

Physical death did not end Mrs. Wilson's life. She
merely walked through the valley of the shadow of death and now
lives ON HIGHER GROUND!

 

I know that some people call Christianity a crutch for the fear
of death. I SAY CHRISTIANITY IS THE END OF THE FEAR OF DEATH!

 

 

 

Look at verse 5;

"Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of
mine enemies.

 

Here is security

B. WHEN CONFRONTED WITH AN ENEMY!

 

How many of us would sit down and eat a meal when we were
worried that an enemy would soon over whelm us?

 

 No, very few people are willing to sit down to a meal when
they do not feel secure!

 

But Christ provides that security since we know that

"Greater is He that is in you than He that is in the world"

 

In 2 Kings 6:13-17

The Syrian army had come to capture the prophet Elisha.

 

 Elisha's servant went outside and was sore afraid at
seeing the great enemy army!

 

 Elisha, however, was not afraid. Because HE COULD ALSO SEE
GOD'S ARMY, AND THE CHARIOTS OF FIRE!

 

Elisha's admonition to his servant was;

 

 "Fear not: They that be with us are more than they
that be with them!"

 

 Elisha knew that he was secure!

 

It is in this same light that David said in Psalm 4;

"I will both lay me down in peace and sleep; for thou, Lord,
only makest me to dwell in safety."

 

Jesus provides satisfaction, security, and thirdly;

3.
SAVOR

"My cup runneth over… "

 

Who can interpret that in any other fashion than OVER FLOWING
BLESSINGS?

 

And the
truth is WE HAVE OVERFLOWING BLESSINGS!

 

Sometime, sit down Savor in all that the Lord has done for his
own!

 

Savor in the work of the cross

Savor in his love toward us, and

Savor in our inheritance in heaven.

 

AND SEE IF YOUR CUP ISN'T THEN RUNNING OVER!

 

Our shepherd meets our Physical needs

Our internal emotional needs and lastly tonight

 

Our Shepherd meets

III. OUR ETERNAL NEEDS!

Verse 6

There is one truth that is absolute.

 

WE WILL ALL
DWELL SOMEWHERE FOREVER.

 

Either we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever, or we
will dwell outside of it forever!

 

Read with me Revelation 22:14-15.

 

We have here plainly recorded those who live in the city of God
and those who do not!

 

In Luke 16:19-31 we have the story of the Rich
man and Lazarus.

 

Both died.

Lazarus went to live in "paradise- Abraham's Bosom."

 

The rich man went to dwell "in hell, being in
torments"

 

Nobody just ceases to exist when they die.

 

And, therefore we all have this great need.

 

THE NEED OF AN ETERNAL HOME WITH THE LORD!

 

And the Lord Jesus Christ is the only one who can meet that
need!

 

"I am the way the truth and the Life, no man cometh
unto the father but by me! Jn 14:6

 

Is the Lord your shepherd?

 

Then He will meet your every need so that you can truly say

 

I SHALL NOT
WANT!

 










Chapter 10
How We Need The Glory





Psalms 26:1-12

 

The Psalm that we have just read was probably penned by King
David sometime just after they had brought the Ark of God back to
the tabernacle.

 

David is praising God  and being thankful that the Ark is
back in its rightful place (notice verses 7-8).

 

The story is found in 1 Chronicles 15, and if you will remember,
the ark had not been in the tabernacle for years and years.

 

The story goes back to the days of the judges, while the prophet
Samuel was still a youngster, and long before, David was a gleam in
his daddy's eye.

 

 While Eli was the priest, and his two sons were horribly
profaning the tabernacle of God.

 

Israel found themselves in the middle of a battle
against the  Philistines and Eli's Sons, Hophni and
Phinehas had inadvisably taken the ark out of the tabernacle to the
battle sight, hoping that through it Israel would win the war.

 

The Philistines had heard about the Tabernacle
themselves how there was a power that rested upon the ark, and how
God's blessings seemed to accompany it's presence, so they decided
to see if they could not capture it in the battle, which they
successfully accomplished.

 

 In the battle over the ark, God made sure that Eli's two
wicked sons were killed, and when news got back to Eli that the ark
had been taken, and his sons killed, Eli fell over and died, not
for sorrow over his sons, but over the tragedy that had occurred
with the ark.

 

One of Eli's sons had a wife who was pregnant at that time, and,
having heard of the tragedy, she began the travail of childbirth
and there was born to her and her late husband a boy whom she named
"Ichabod" which means, the glory of God is
departed."

 

 I do not think she named the child that as a sign of grief
over her husband. He was a scoundrel from the first word, robbing
the people as they came to worship and having intimate
relationships with the women who were there to worship God!

 

 The ark of the covenant had been taken, AND THAT, I
BELIEVE SHE REFERRED TO WHEN SHE NAMED HER SON!

 

Things had not
been the same in the tabernacle since!

 

During the life of Samuel the prophet, who ruled Israel, the
glory of God had departed from the tabernacle.

 

During the reign of King Saul, over 14 years long, the glory of
God had departed from the tabernacle.

 

And during the first several years of King David's reign, the
tabernacle was without the glory of God.

 

 David had attempted earlier to bring the ark back to the
tabernacle, but because he and the priests went about it the wrong
way, they only succeeded in bringing about the death of a man (2
Sam 6:2)

 

But now, the ark is back in it's rightful place and David, in
Psalm 26, is rejoicing!

 

 I want to use this opportunity to tonight, not so
much to preach an exposition from Psalm 26,

 

But to preach a topical message about having the glory
of God upon your life!

 

There is a great tragedy among so many Christians today because
they do not have the power of God with them! they know nothing
about having God's glory resting upon them.

 

For so many, Christianity has been dull and lifeless
and mechanical, they do not know of anything
else!

 If fact, there are some, who find the glory of God so
strange, that they are prone to reject it rather than seek and
embrace it!

 

"The glory of God is departed!"

 

Could that statement be said of you?

 

Yesterday, a person paid me a high compliment. She
said, " I have known hundreds of preachers, AND YOU ARE ONE OF
GOD'S SPECIAL ONES!"

 

I do not know that that is true, BUT I DO KNOW THAT I LONG FOR,
MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE,

 

TO HAVE THE GLORY OF THE LORD UPON MY LIFE AND MINISTRY!

 

And beloved, I pray that somehow I can infuse within those that
God gives me to minister to, that same longing!

 

 I have three points for this evening's message, all coming
from the background story of Psalm 26, which I have just related to
you;

I. THE GLORY OF GOD BELONGS WITH THE PEOPLE OF
GOD.

 The glory of God, like the ark of God, has its place among
those people of God who are living for God!

 

When the Philistines heard that the Ark of the Covenant was
there at the battle field, their first inclination was fear, but
then, they decided they wouldn't mind having that ark for
themselves!

 

Unfortunately for them anyway, when they got it, IT TURNED OUT
TO BE MORE OF A PROBLEM THAN A HELP. It caused them nothing but
trouble!

 

But, on the other hand, after the Philistines had gotten rid of
it, it resided in two separate households in Israel and brought
nothing but blessings!

 

Christian, GOD WANTS YOU TO KNOW AND EXPERIENCE THE GLORY OF
GOD!

 

1. God's glory
belongs with the believer!

 

In fact, I am of the opinion that it should be the exception and
not the rule, NOT TO HAVE GOD'S GLORY UPON YOUR LIFE!

 

I am not talking just about God blessing you financially.

 

We have such a habit of trying to convert the spiritual into the
worldly!

 

 I am talking about the fact that we ought to be
recognizably blessed of God whether we have much of this world's
goods or not!

 

We ought to be known for having our prayers
answered!

 

We ought to be known for having a handle on
wisdom!

 

We ought to be known for being victorious
people!

 

Turn over to 2 Chronicles 6:41-7:3

 

When Solomon finished building the temple, he had the Ark placed
inside the holy of holies. Then he called for a major dedication
service. He build a huge pulpit so all could see and hear, and
then, in chapter 6, prayed for God's blessings.

 

AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD MOVED IN SO THAT ALL THE PEOPLE
SAW!

 

Now look at 2 Chron. 7:12-16.

I love verse 16 where God says, I have chosen and sanctified
this house, that my name may be there for ever!

 

Let me tell you, THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR US
CHRISTIANS!

 

He has chosen to place His name in us forever!

 

And that is something that just ought to be apparent!

 

2. God's glory
should also be in the church.

I am not talking about that kind of cold formalism that some
call an honorable and God glorifying atmosphere.

 

What has happened in a very many congregations today is that,
they do not know that the glory of God has departed from them, so
they make up their own kind of glory!

 

Folks, the glory of God can reside in a shell of a building! And
usually, that is where you find the happiest, most blessed
Christians!

 

He lived in a tent for 400 years!

 

So many want the fancy buildings with every plush and just so.
But very often, all that is just a substitute for the glory of
God!

 

 And again, I BELIEVE THAT GOD WANTS TO BLESS US WITH HIS
GLORY, WHICH IS THE FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD!

 

I believe He has filled me and blessed me and my household
because of His presence

 

I believe that He has filled this church and blessed it because
of His presence!

 

But let me caution you;

 

II. GOD'S GLORY CAN BE LOST!

Look at 2 Chron. 7:19-21

 

That obviously happened to Israel when they gave up the Ark,
first to the Philistines, and then, for so long to these two other
families!

 

(I am not sure why it took them so long to get the ark from the
first guy who had it, I assume it was because no one cared enough
to go get it!)

 

And of course, Solomon's temple lost the ark of God too!

 

But worse, they lost the blessings of God!

 

The lesson of all of this is that we believers cannot take the
glory of God for granted!

 

While it is, I believe the will of God that all believers be
fully and completely filled with the power and glory of God all of
the time,

 

The sad fact is that we so often through our careless human
behavior forfeit and lose the glory of God upon our lives!

 

How can we loose the glory of God?

 

1. We can loose
it by an irreverent and willful display of it!

 

That is what Hophni and Phinehas did!

 

God's ark was not meant to be outside of the Holy of Holies. It
was a pieces of furniture that really was not even to be seen by
the average Jew!

 

Only the High priest was ever supposed to see it, and he was
only to see it once a year, and then with sight dimmed by heavy
incense smoke in the room!

 

The things of God are not to be paraded out in the open in some
kind of display of religiosity!

 

The Holy Spirit does not endwell us and empower us with His
glory to make us some kind of heavenly side show acts!

 

Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for their "Showy Religion" saying
that they "love to be seen of men."

 

Jesus said then when we pray, we ought to enter into a
closet.

And when we give we ought not let our left hand know what the
right hand is doing;

And then, our Heavenly Father which seeth in secret will reward
us openly.

 

It is not that we ought to hide our faith. It is THAT WE OUGHT
NOT TO TRY TO SHOW OFF OUR FAITH!

 

If we have some level of godliness, live it in honesty and
sincerity, not looking to get noticed for it! AND THEN, ENOUGH
FOLKS WILL NOTICE IT FOR THE RIGHT REASONS ANYWAY!

 

2. We can loose
the glory of God through sin!

God told Solomon that if he turned from Him, if he forsook God's
word, and if he set before him other gods, THAT GOD'S GLORY WOULD
DEPART!

 

And we know from the story of Solomon that he did, AND GOD'S
GLORY DID!

 

The reason why we find so few with the glory of God upon them
today, IS WE FIND SO FEW THAT ARE WILLING TO WALK WITH GOD!

 

The majority of Christians have some god before God.

Have some portion of God's Word they have forsaken,

And have some area of their life that they will not yield to
God!

 

You don't have to abandon God altogether to loose the glory of
God!

 

Solomon never did completely abandon God in his life, he just
added a few other gods imported from his many wives, and trimmed
back a little on obeying God's word and walking with God.

 

Solomon did not abandon what he knew from God, HE COMPROMISED
WHAT HE KNEW FROM GOD!

 

And that same compromise has almost annihilated the type of
Christianity that has the glory of God resting upon it!

 

One last point;

III, GOD'S GLORY MUST OBTAINED THE RIGHT
WAY!

I refer you back to the fact the King David made two attempts to
return the ark to the tabernacle.

 

His first attempt was sincere. He loved God and sincerely wanted
to see the Ark where it belonged.

 

The problem was, David assumed that as long as he wanted to do
the right thing, THE WAY HE DID IT WAS OF LITTLE MATTER.

 

God had designed the ark to be carried on the shoulders of the
priests. There were rings in its corners for staves to pass through
and four priests would then be able to transport the ark without
ever actually touching it.

 

David, in his zeal to get the ark back in the tabernacle,
ignored that detail. He instead provided the priests with a cart
and ox to haul it back home.

 

Somewhere along the journey, the cart shook, and Uzzah reached
out to steady the ark, to keep it from falling AND GOD STRUCK HIM
DEAD!

 

(if they had carried the ark the proper way it would not have
needed to be steadied!)

 

David became so upset over Uzzah's death, that he put the ark in
a nearby home, and left it there for at least three months!

 

The second time, David had done a little more research and paid
more attention to detail and that time they were able to finally
return the ark to the tabernacle!

 

I want to use that in this application tonight.

 

There is a right way to serve God! And it is when we observe the
right ways that the glory of God will be there!

 

And, let me tell you something, THERE IS VERY LITTLE OF WHAT IS
TODAY CALLED CHRISTIANITY THAT IS DONE THE RIGHT WAY BEFORE
GOD!

 

1. The right
ministry for the Christian is soulwinning!

As I reminded you this morning, THE WORK OF THE CHURCH, AND OF
THE CHRISTIAN IS NOT POLITICAL OR SOCIAL,

It is soulwinning!

 

These people who have all of their other agenda ARE NOT DOING
WHAT BRINGS BACK GOD'S GLORY!

 

I believe with all of my heart that God wants America to stand
against homosexuality and abortion.

 

And I believe that God would more than gladly help us accomplish
it, IF WE WOULD GET BACK TO WINNING SOULS!

 

2. The right
order for the great commission is;

Win them to Christ

Baptize them

and teach them to obey the Bible

 

Any other order is not the plan of God and will not be blessed
of God!

 

And we have plenty that get the order mixed up, OR FORGET THE
ORDER ALL TOGETHER!

 

a. Did you realize that the vast majority of
churches BAPTIZE EITHER BEFORE THE PROFESSION OF FAITH, OR INSTEAD
OF A PROFESSION OF FAITH?

 

b. Others want to teach people to obey God's
Word hoping that through that they will get saved.

 Listen. An unsaved person needs to hear the gospel plan of
salvation so he can make a decision to receive or reject Jesus
Christ.

 

These guys who want to teach and teach a person until they get
saved miss the mark!

 

We win them first then baptize then teach!

 

And then you have these groups that don't do anything but
evangelize and run!

 

God is not blessing a program that wins people to the Lord and
then turns them over to who knows what to choose the church they
attend!

 

If you can't bring a person to the church that God has led you
to for baptism and membership, YOU ARE IN A PROGRAM THAT IS NOT
DOING GOD'S WORK GOD'S WAY!

 

And the glory of God is not in it! In fact, just like David
contributed to the death of Uzzah by his neglect of proper
means,

 

You may do a body more harm than good by trying to do the right
thing only doing it the wrong way!

 

3. There is a
right place to serve God and it is in a local
church!

 

 There is nothing remotely resembling a ministry that is
not under the direction of a local church in the Bible!

 

 Now, I know that many of these "para church" organizations
lead a lot of people to Christ and are sincerely trying to serve
the Lord. I do not question their desire at all.

 

But like David, sincerity isn't all that counts!

 

Doing things the right way is important too!

 

I spoke with a lady who was very involved in a para church
ministry a number of years ago and she said that she wouldn't
object to serving God in a local church, EXCEPT THAT THE LOCAL
CHURCH WOULDN'T LET HER SERVE GOD THE WAY SHE WANTED TOO!

 

My comment to her was this;

Either the way you want to serve is so blatantly unscriptural
that you shouldn't be trying to serve God that way, or, the
churches you have attempted to serve God in were not biblical
churches, and you ought to have found one that was instead of
ignoring the authority of the church!

 

If it can't be done legitimately under the watch and authority
of the local church it should not be done!

 

But watch this!

 

Not all that say they are churches are even churches!

 

Almost all denominations of churches  we have today were at
one time parachurch organizations! It is just that over the years,
people forgot their beginnings and just declared it a church!

 

Can you imagine if Campus Crusade for Christ someday declared
itself a church,  and all of the Campus Crusade Chapters
became the local churches of that denomination?

IT COULD HAPPEN!

 

That is virtually what happened in every instance of modern
denominations

From Catholics to Charismatics!

 

In order for a church to have the authority to be a church and
for instance baptize, THEY HAVE TO TRACE THEIR FOUNDINGS OUTSIDE OF
MAN MADE DENOMINATIONS AND BACK TO JESUS CHRIST WHO IS THE ONE WHO
SAID HE WOULD BUILD HIS CHURCH!

 

What I am saying is, THERE IS A RIGHT WAY TO DO THINGS FOR
GOD

 

AND IT IS ONLY BY DOING THINGS THE RIGHT WAY THAT WE CAN HAVE
THE GLORY OF GOD ON OUR LIVES AND OUR CHURCHES!

 

I believe God wants us to have His glory resting upon us! Sadly
however, there are some from whom the glory of God is departed, and
I am afraid they may never obtain it again because they refuse to
seek it God's way!

 

I pray that not be the case with you! I pray that You would
desire God's Glory and that you would set about to obtain it, not
your own way, not man's way, BUT GOD'S OWN WAY!

 










Chapter 11
Giving Instructions





Psalms 32:1-11

 

A PSALM OF DAVID, MASCHIL

 

Which literally means, a Psalm of David giving instructions. It
is a simple Psalm that was written for and is meant to give
instruction to the reader.

 

This Psalm fits together with Psalms 31-33 around the same
context.

 

From what I have been able to gather, it appears that King David
wrote this sometime after he had numbered the children of Israel in
2 Samuel 24:1-25.

 

David had been advised not to number Israel, which was a way of
assessing the strength of the army. He was strong enough and it was
nothing more than a way to boost his pride up a notch or two
more.

 

And because of the sin involved, God planned to punish David by
chastening the entire nation. Leadership bears the burden of
knowing that their actions not only affect them, but also all that
are under them!

 

And it appears that David personally got ill because of this
sin, because the text says that David's heart smote him.

 

After David confessed his sin, God sent the prophet to David who
told him that GOD HAD HEARD HIS CONFESSION AND HAD FORGIVEN HIM,
but that he now had to choose how God would judge the nation:

 

His options were:

a seven year famine

three months of defeat in battle

or three days of pestilence across the
country.

 

David made a very wise choice in that he said to the
prophet,

 

Let's just fall on the mercies of God (2 Sam 24:14).

 

That's just about the wisest thing I have ever heard of a sinner
doing!

 

He appealed to the mercy and grace of God!

 

His own human pride and strength had gotten him into this
problem, IT WAS SURE THAT IT COULD NOT GET HIM BACK OUT!

 

And this is exactly how the unsaved man must approach God for
salvation!

 

Instead of trying to work out our own plan. Instead of coming to
God and telling Him what we will do about our sin

 

THE WAY OF SALVATION IS JUST TO HUMBLY COME TO GOD AND ASK HIM
TO HAVE MERCY ON US!

 

By the end of 2 Samuel 24, David purchased the threshingfloor of
Araunah, and built an altar there. (Which, it is interesting to
note, is believed to be Mount Moriah, where Abraham offered Isaac,
and Calvary, where Christ was crucified!)

 

The scene of this Psalm is surrounding that story, and is
written after the situation has been dealt with.

 

David is meditating and pondering the events surrounding the
sin, then the chastening, and finally the forgiveness at the
end.

 

I have divided the instructions into three sections

 

Here is

I. A CLEAR LESSON

verses 1-5

 

There are three things I would like to draw your attention to
here;

1. THE NATURE
OF THE PARDON.

David teaches us here what being forgiven is all about.

 

a. Forgiving of Sin.

The word forgive here means "lifted"

 

Like a heavy load taken off of the back of a weary worker, sin
becomes a load too much to bear! But when God forgives the sin, he
lifts from off of us the load of sin!

 

 

b. Covering of sin.

Before Adam and Eve had sinned, they were naked and not ashamed.
Sin made them ashamed, and they therefore made themselves
coverings, but still felt ashamed, because when they heard God
coming, they ran and hid themselves.

 

God made them clothes out of the skins of animals that COVERED
THE SHAME!

 

I used to worry that when I got to heaven God might tell
everybody about all of the sins I committed on earth.

 

I knew He had saved me and would take me to heaven. BUT THAT
WOULD BE SO EMBARRASSING IF HE TOLD EVERYBODY THE SINS I HAD
COMMITTED.

 

But this verse instructs us that when God has forgiven a sin, He
also covers the shame  and embarrassment of the sin.

 

The Bible says, "Your sins and iniquities will I remember no
more!"

 

c. NOT IMPUTING SIN.

Which means that God will not take action against us for our
sin.

 

It is dealt with and it is over!

 

There was a man by the name of Andolf Beck who had been
convicted of a crime for which he was innocent. When the true
criminal was found, and Beck's innocence was discovered, the King
sent a messenger to release Beck and to grant him a free pardon. As
Beck was released the messenger read this statement from the
King;

"A Free pardon issued by the King not only forgives
the crime, but wipes out the whole conviction and obliterates every
stain which the law had ever attached to the alleged
offenses."

 

Notice secondly the

2. CHARACTER OF
THE PARDONED.

"… In whose spirit there is no guile… "

 

And please note with me that it does not say "No guilt", but "no
guile!"

 

The truth of the matter is that "all have sinned and come short
of the glory of God."

 

So we are all guilty.

 

Blessed is the man, in whose spirit, there is no guile

 

Which means NO TREACHERY!

 

The person who is right with God is not perfect. He is not
sinless . Because we still live in a body that has been corrupted
by the sin nature.

 

But the Christian's spirit is not at war with God!

 

The person who has been pardoned by the Lord Jesus Christ is no
out looking for ways to do evil!

 

He still sins no and again. Sometimes he sins more than he
doesn't sin. BUT HIS SPIRIT ISN'T LOOKING FOR WAYS TO DISPLEASE GOD
ANYMORE!

 

And, notice thirdly,

3.Happiness of
the Pardoned.

 

Let me capsulate these verses into one phrase;

Happy are the forgiven
and heavy are the unforgiven!

 

 David is speaking from experience.

 He had just gone through a period of time when he had
sinned against God and had felt the full weight of the guilt of
it!

 

But now, he has been forgiven and he is no longer heavy but is
filled with blessedness, or happiness.

 

 In order for a man to know the full sense of joy of having
sins forgiven, HE MUST FIRST FEEL THE FULL WEIGHT OF THE GUILT OF
SIN!

 

A couple of weeks ago Bro Andy Roberts came up to me after a
service and asked, "Are you ever going to preach a message that
isn't convicting?"

 

I said, "I HOPE NOT!"

 

Although we may not really enjoy being under conviction for
sins, IT SURE MAKES IT FEEL GOOD ONCE THE SINS ARE FORGIVEN!

 

Happy are the forgiven, heavy are the unforgiven!

 

Let's move on to the second Heading;

II. A COMMON PRAYER

Verse 6-7

 

"For this shall everyone that is godly pray… "

 

David gives instruction on several prayer requests that all of
us ought to have in common;

 

1. God, be my
hiding place.

 

The passage goes back to an event in Moses' life when God hid
him in the cleft of the Rock, placed His hand over him and then
passed by so Moses could see God's back as He left.

 

If Moses had seen God's face he would have been destroyed by the
holiness of God. God in mercy hid Moses.

 

But it also looks forward to Colossians
3:3

"For ye are dead, and your life is HID WITH CHRIST
IN GOD!"

 

When we make Christ our hiding place, we are delivered from the
judgment of God!

 

Every Christian needs to make Christ his hiding place! To
decrease in personal glory and name, and make Christ be honored and
glorified!

 

2. God,
preserve me from trouble.

 

Greater is He that is in us than he that is in the world. No
matter what the type of trouble, God is more than able to preserve
us in it!

 

David is giving us instruction here and says that we ought to
seek in Christ a hiding place and turn to Christ for protection in
trials!

 

How often do you take the front seat instead of Christ?

 

We need to learn to hide away in the Lord, not only to escape
judgment, but to give Him the glory!

 

And then we need by faith to rely upon the Lord to preserve us
during those troublesome times when we are SO TEMPTED TO TAKE OVER
FOR OURSELVES!

 

3.  God,
encourage me with songs.

 

The importance of singing in the Christian faith cannot be over
emphasized!

 

Singing can give encouragement in the most difficult of times.
Singing can send the gospel message in a way that may reach a
person unreachable otherwise.

 

Paul and Silas Sang praises while locked in a Philippian dungeon
and God caused an earthquake to set them free. But more
importantly, the jailor got saved through their testimony!

 

Christ sang praises after completing the Lord's Supper and just
before He left to be captured for crucifixion.

 

Did you ever figure out that if you are angry, you can sing
hymns and settle down?

 

It is nearly impossible to sing the hymns of the faith when you
are mad!

 

And just as difficult to be mad if you are singing
the hymns.

 

In David's instructions here, he has provided us with a
clear
statement.

 

He has encouraged us in a common prayer

 

Lastly, notice

III. A KINGLY TEACHER.

Verses 8-11

 

In verse 8 David turns his attention from his prayer, directly
to those he is instructing and gives three very practical pieces of
instruction;

 

1. DON'T BE TOO
DIFFICULT TO LEAD!

 

Don't be like a horse or a mule, that has to be led around every
step!

 

A. Let's take the mule first.

Mules are known for their stubbornness.

 

I have in my mind right now, the picture of an old miner, or
mountain man. LAYING ON THE LEAD ROPE OF HIS MULE AND CUSSING TO
BEAT THE BAND TRYING TO GET HIM TO MOVE!

 

Christian don't be like a mule for his stubbornness when it
comes to the things of God!

 

 Don't make God  pull and prod and spank and whatever
else to get you to follow His lead!

 

When God's Holy Spirit speaks to you, ANSWER IMMEDIATELY, "Here
I am Lord, I am ready!"

 

Why make God pull on you like that?

 

You are saved and you know it. Heaven is your home and you claim
to look forward to it.

 

 Why not just give your will to God and "let
Him have His way with thee?"

 

B. And
don't be like a horse either.

 

A horse may not be known for his stubbornness, but a horse is
only and animal and has no understanding.

 

A horse may learn to do some simple repetitive things over and
over.

 

(Especially like finding his way back to the barn)

 

But you can't teach a horse to do something and expect it to do
it of its own accord from then on!

 

We have an understanding. We are more than robots that only do
what we are programmed for. We have the ability to reason and think
things out.

 

 And we are perfectly capable of growing up to the place
where we choose to obey God without being forced!

 

I have known some Christians that go alright for the Lord for a
while, then they begin to grow backslidden and lax about the things
of God

 

So God puts them through the ringer and they get right with God
for a while again, but pretty soon there they go a backsliding
again

 

Then God chastens them again and they get right with God
again

 

And on and on goes the routine!

 

WE DON'T HAVE TO BE LIKE THAT!

 

David says, let me give you some instruction. Don't be like a
horse or a mule that have to be led each step of the way!

 

Get right with God and devote your life to serving God!

 

Secondly;

2. Trust
God! (verse 10)

 

It is not that  those who trust God are less sinful than
those who do not.

 

But God is merciful to those that trust Him!

 

And that is all that it is! We are looking for God's mercies in
our life!

 

We do not claim to be better than anybody else, but our lives
are less sorrowful that those that do not trust God, because those
that do not trust God do not experience the mercies of God!

 

Finally tonight, David gives the very practical instruction
to

3. Rejoice. ( verse 11)

 

Just be glad in the Lord!

 

This world needs people who can rejoice!

 

This world needs someone who is not overwrought with the
problems and trials of life to give to them hope that they too can
rejoice and be glad!

 

David had his fair share of problems too! But he could still
rejoice and encourage us to do the same!

 

No matter what is going on in life REJOICE! BE GLAD IN THE LORD
AND LET YOU JOY BE KNOWN!

 

A clear statement; Happy are the forgiven and heavy are the
unforgiven.

A common prayer, God, hide me preserve me, and encourage me.

And a kingly teacher, Don't be difficult to lead, Trust in the
Lord, and Be glad!

 










Chapter 12
The Fear of the Lord





Psalms 34:1-22

 

The Psalm we have before us tells us specifically when it was
written and goes back to 1 Samuel 21:10-14.

 

David was running from Saul and went down to the Gath and to the
King whose name was Achish, (he is called Abimelech in Psalms 34
because Abimelech was a title similar to Pharaoh Caesar) hoping
there to find refuge. However, while there, he was recognized as
the one who had killed Goliath (anyone care to guess where Goliath
was from?) and, in an effort to save his neck, acts insane, and to
David's relief, he is forced to leave into the wilderness.

 

Picture David maybe lying in a cave in the wilderness meditating
on the events of running from Saul, then fleeing from Abemelech
Achish.

 

With a sigh of relief he says,

"I will bless the Lord at all times!…
"

 

As I concentrated on this Psalm, it seemed to me that the key
thought of the entire Psalm is THE FEAR OF THE LORD.

 

And that the central verse is number 11:

"Come ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you
the fear of the Lord."

 

And I think the Psalm is divided into two sections,

each one having three major points:

I. THE ADVANTAGES OF FEARING THE LORD.

Verses 1-10

 

Somewhere I was taught that one of the keys to motivating a
person to do what they ought,

 

IS TO SHOW THEM THE ADVANTAGES IN DOING IT!

 

Determine why it will be good for them to do what it is that you
would like for them to do, and point that out to them.

 

David does exactly that!

 

Here, he gives us the reasons why the fear of the Lord is not
only right, but is advantageous to us!

 

Notice these three advantages of fearing the Lord:

1. GOD GIVES PEACE TO THE ONE WHO FEARS
HIM.

verse 4

 

David said that God delivered him FROM HIS FEARS!

 

 

What peace that must have brought to his soul!

 

Consider this. DAVID'S CAUSE FOR FEAR MAY STILL EXIST, BUT HE NO
LONGER FEARED IT!

 

Saul still was king and still wanted David dead.

 

BUT GOD HAD DELIVERED DAVID FROM HIS FEARS!

 

Abemelech Achish still existed, and now he knew that David was
the one who killed Goliath the hero of Gath.

 

BUT GOD HAD DELIVERED DAVID FROM HIS FEARS!

 

Oh, the peace of heart and soul and mind that comes from the
fear of the Lord!

 

A. God delivers
us from the fears of people

Ps 27:1

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I
fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be
afraid? (KJV)

 

I like to quote this verse when I am going out visiting or have
a difficult person to confront!

 

B. God delivers
us from the fears of catastrophes

Ps 46:2

Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the
sea; (KJV)

 

Before I was saved I would listen to all those scientific
reports about the sun burning out and all the species of life they
say are going extinct, and how many resources of the earth are
about to run out

AND COME CLOSE TO PANIC!

 

Since I have become a believer and a fearer of the
Lord, I now am convinced that God has made this planet to
meet a specific need and know that God won't let it die on me until
he is finished with it.

 

But I am also convinced that God would take care of me even IF
the planet died!

 

C. God delivers
us from ANY kind of fears

Ps 56:3

What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.
(KJV)

 

 

God is called "the God of Peace."

 

And Jesus said,

John 14:27

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you:
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid. (KJV)

 

One of the advantages to fearing the Lord is that God gives
peace to the One who fears Him.

 

2. GOD GIVES PROTECTION TO THE ONE WHO FEARS
HIM.

Psalm 34:7

 

There is a wonderful story that took place in the life of the
prophet who was attacked by the Armies of Syria because God was
telling the Israelites the Syrian secrets through the prophet.

 

II Ki 6:16-17

And when the servant of the man of God was risen
early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with
horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my
master! how shall we do?

And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us
are more than they that be with them.

And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open
his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the
young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses
and chariots of fire round about Elisha. (KJV)

 

In the book of Romans, chapter 8 Paul asks:

"If God be for us, who can be against
us?"

 

God protects those that fear Him!

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knew that!

 

In the book of Daniel, the King is prepared to throw the three
of them into a fiery furnace because their spiritual convictions
will not allow them to worship the false god the King had made.

 

When brought before the King and threatened with death, IT WAS
THE FEAR OF THE LORD THAT KEPT THEM FROM OBEYING THE KING!

 

Their comment was,

Dan 3:17-18

If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us
out of thine hand, O king.

But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we
will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou
hast set up. (KJV)

 

And, of course, those of you who have read Daniel, know that God
went into that furnace and protected them to the point that when
they came back out, THEY DIDN'T SMELL OF SMOKE!

 

3. GOD GIVES PROVISION TO THE ONE WHO FEARS
HIM.

Psalm 34:9-10

 

A lion is a strong, powerful, and threatening creature. But it
still experiences times when it wants more than it has!

 

But the Bible promises that those who seek the Lord and who fear
the Lord (the same difference) never want any good thing!

 


	I have been seeking the Lord now for 14 years, AND I STILL
BELIEVE THIS VERSE IS TRUE!



 


	I have seen Christians who are doing without, BUT I STILL
BELIEVE THIS IS TRUE!



 


	I have watched Christians suffer financially, BUT I STILL
BELIEVE THIS IS TRUE!



 

I have personally prayed that God would provide THE NEXT MEAL
because we didn't have any more food, nor did we have the money to
buy any food, BUT I STILL BELIEVE THAT THOSE WHO FEAR THE LORD
NEVER WANT ANY GOOD THING!

 

The advantages of fearing the Lord have been laid out for us in
verses 1-10.

 

So in verses 11-22 David gives to us

II. A HOW TO COURSE ON FEARING THE LORD!

 

1. THE PERSON WHO FEARS THE
LORD KNOWS THAT HE CONTROLS A LONG AND GOOD
LIFE!

34:12-14

 

In our present way of speaking we would say verse 12 like
this;

WHO DOESN'T WANT TO LIVE LONG AND HAVE GOOD?

 

It is a natural thing for a man to want to both live a long
time, and enjoy life while he is living!

 

And the obvious implication is,

GOD IS THE ONE WHO CONTROLS WHETHER OR NOT THAT HAPPENS!

 

Whether we live long or die young, is God's and God's
alone to decide!

 

Whether we have much of this world's goods, or have just
barely enough to eeck by is God's to decide!

 

Whether we are healthy, or sickly is God's to
decide.

 

The Bible says that God promotes some, and casts others
down!

 

The Bible says that God takes away from some, and gives
to others.

 

And the Bible says that God blesses those that fear Him and
curses those who do not!

 

MUCH TIME SPENT DWELLING ON THAT WILL CAUSE YOU TO FEAR THE
LORD!

 

Therefore, David says, since we all want a long and good
life,

 

"Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking
guile,

Depart from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it!"

 

All David is saying is that a person who fears the Lord has
enough sense to LIVE IN A MANNER THAT PLEASES GOD AND IS MOST
LIKELY TO CAUSE GOD TO BLESS AND NOT CURSE!

 

People who fight against God are not in their right mind, no
matter how intelligent they think they are!

 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom!

 

Think about it!

Here is someone who says;

"I don't think God is very loving to send people to hell!"

 

So they rebel against God and go there!

 

DOES THAT SEEM SMART TO YOU!

 

When I rode
bulls, I learned an important secret on how to
handle things that are stronger than me.

 

THE MOST SUCCESSFUL WAY TO STAY ON A BULL FOR THE FULL
EIGHT SECONDS IS TO FIND OUT WHERE THE BULL IS GOING AND GO THERE
WITH HIM!

 

I do not know of ONE successful bull rider who argues
with the bull about where he is going!

 

Watch a rodeo
sometime in the future and pay particular
attention to the bull riders.

You will notice that they don't even go out of the shoot
with equipment that could lead a bull their way! Their whole
purpose is to go wherever the bull goes, when the bull wants to go
there!

 

Now, it does not take an intelligent man to ride a bull. BUT AT
LEAST HE IS SMART ENOUGH TO UNDERSTAND THAT THE BULL IS IN CHARGE
because the bull is stronger than he is!

 

THESE HAIR BRAINED PROFESSORS WHO BRAG ABOUT THEIR
SMARTS AND DON'T EVEN HAVE ENOUGH SENSE TO GO WHERE GOD WANTS TO
GO

 

Are not impressing me!

 

A man who fears the Lord KNOWS that God is in control, he
therefore does what pleases God!

 

2. THE MAN THAT FEARS THE LORD KNOWS
THAT GOD'S EYES ARE UPON BOTH THE GOOD AND EVIL

34:15-16

 

I like to sing with our school kids that little chorus:

"Oh be careful little eyes what you see

Oh be careful little mouth what you say

Oh be careful little feet where you walk

Oh be careful little hands what you do

Oh be careful little mind what you think"

 

(why)

 

"For the father up above is looking down in
love;

so be careful little eyes ears feet hands, etc. what you
do!"

 

A person who fears the Lord lives every moment with the
awareness that God is watching both the saved and the unsaved!

 

He sees the good things we do. The righteous acts and deeds.

 

He also sees the evil things we do!

 

He sees those things we do not know that anyone sees!

 

I had a person tell me that there had been a time in
their life when if they saw the preacher coming up their steps,
they would hurry and put away their playing cards, because they
were afraid to have him see them!

 

Now, she says, she didn't care if the preacher
thought playing cards were right or not (by the way, they ARE NOT!
STUDY OUT THEIR HISTORY AND YOU WILL SEE THAT FOR
YOURSELF!)

 

But the point I am making is that EVEN WHEN THE PREACHER ISN'T
THERE TO SEE THE UNGODLY THING YOU DO,

 

GOD
IS!

 

3. THE PERSON WHO FEARS THE LORD KNOWS
THAT GOD BLESSES THE HUMBLE AND RIGHTEOUS. But curses and condemns
the evil and wicked.

34:17-20, 22

 

Three basic things said here about those who fear the Lord:

a. God hears the cries of the righteous (vs.
17)

 

b. God is near to the broken and contrite (vs.
18)

 

c. God redeems the servant and guarantees they won't be
desolate! (vs 22)

 

Those who fear the Lord do go through afflictions, But God
blesses so they are delivered from all of them, and come out the
better for having gone through them.

 

On the other hand:

 

a. God will cut off the remembrance of the wicked from
the earth. (vs. 16)

 

A wicked person goes to hell, and their name will not be
mentioned again throughout eternity!

 

b. Evil shall slay the wicked. (vs 21)

 

 

c. They that hate righteousness shall be desolate. (vs
21)

 

There are a couple of contrasts that are interesting:

 

First: God says that the wicked shall be slain
by evil, but that the righteous shall be delivered from
afflictions.

 

You may not see it, BUT THE HEBREW WORDS FOR EVIL AND
AFFLICTIONS IS THE SAME ONE!

 

God says that the thing that He delivers those that fear Him
from, HE WILL USE TO KILL THOSE THAT DO NOT FEAR HIM!

 

Listen, don't ever worry about how well the wicked seem to do on
earth, THEY WILL GET THEIRS! In God's own time!

 

Second, God says that
they that hate righteousness shall be desolate, but that none of
them that trust in Him shall be desolate.

 

The word desolate means "punished because of  guilt."

 

Every wicked person will be punished because they are
guilty.

 

But no one that has put trust in Christ will be! (Even if they
are guilty!)

 

Notice closely again who God says shall be desolate:

 

They that hate the righteous!

 

The word hate has a broad range of meanings from "set yourself
against, to absolutely hating."

 

The word righteous is a word that refers without exception to
the saved.

 

God says he will punish those that set themselves a against a
saved person!

 

THAT OUGHT TO CAUSE SOME FEAR!

 

What about the Christian who hates another Christian?

 

One, GOD SAYS THAT IF YOU DO NOT LOVE THE CHRISTIAN, YOU ARE
PROBABLY NOT SAVED!

 

Two, If you are saved and so backslidden that you set yourself
against a believer , You will go to heaven, BUT YOU CAN EXPECT GOD
TO CHASTEN YOU ON EARTH!

 

Talking about the fear of the Lord, Hebrews says that it is a
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God!

 

There are some great advantages to fearing the Lord!

 

God gives those that fear Him peace, protection and
provision!

 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.

 

And, if you do not yet fear the Lord as You ought David tells
you how to grow in that fear:

 

Know that:

God controls the length and enjoyment you have in life.

God has His eyes on both the wicked and righteous, and

God blesses the humble and righteous, but condemns the
wicked!

 

 










Chapter 13
Our Inheritance


 

Psalm 37:1-40

 

 This Psalm, although not entitled as one, is a "maschil",
or teaching Psalm, AND IT IS SO FILLED WITH INSTRUCTION THAT WE
COULD GO ON JUST IN THIS PSALM FOR A GOOD MANY SUNDAYS!

 

 What I have elected to do is to take one theme that seems
to run through and through it and bring a message on that
subject.

 

 Five times, the word inherit is
found in this Psalm.

 

Although the verses run together in their teaching to a degree,
I want to give you five things we know about the Christians'
inheritance based on this passage.

 

I want to try to give them by answering five basic
questions:

I. WHAT IS THE INHERITANCE?

 Vs. 9

"… those that wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit
the earth… "

 

1. The
Bible speaks a great deal about our inheriting the
earth.

In fact, Jesus said, the meek shall inherit the earth.

 

 This is in stark contrast to what apparently happens
today. We look around us these days, and it looks as if it is those
who do their own thing that are getting the earth.

 

 Those of us who are meek and who wait upon the Lord seem
to get stiffed by those who have no morals and who do not mind
using wicked, perverse, and unethical ways to get what they
want.

 

 In fact, as has been mentioned in several messages lately,
it is easy for us as Christians to get to complaining about how it
seems like the wicked seem to have all the best of this world.

 

 But the fact is, it will not always be that way!

 

One of the things that those who are right with God can expect
is that we will inherit the earth (and along with it, all the good
things that it can provide!)

 

 Today, those who do not follow Christ seem to have the
nicest houses, the most money, and the best luxuries.

 

 Few are the number of true followers of Christ who are
showered with boats and beach houses, and fancy cars!

 

 Those things seem to belong mostly to those who are
unsaved, or (and this is sometimes harder for us to swallow than
the wicked having them) those who are saved, but not committed to
following Christ fully with their lives.

 

 This will not always be the way it is! There will be a
day, when the very best things this earth has to offer will belong
to the most loyal followers of Christ!

 

WHAT ELSE COULD INHERITING THE EARTH MEAN?

 

By the way, I do not think it will be the same as how the
worldly have them right now. They generally use those things in
excess, pursuing them rather than a close walk with Christ.

 

 They usually use them in a covetous manner, trying to
"outdo the Jones"

 

And they usually use them in an effort to build themselves up,
thinking that the more they have, the more important they are.

 

God has placed so many wonderful things on this earth to
enjoy!

 

 He has given to man the ability to discover and build so
many more ways to enjoy the wonderful things He has made.

 

But, as is true of so many things, our sinful nature has
corrupted how we enjoy and our attitudes towards those things!

 

When the righteous inherit the earth,

 

We will be able to enjoy what God has given, as a gift from
God!

 

We will be able to enjoy what God has given, without a thought
for what it makes of us.

 

And we will be able to enjoy what God has given to us, in a
manner that does not distract from our walk with the Lord!

 

To be honest with you, RIGHT NOW, IF WE INHERITIED THE EARTH, I
FIGURE WE WOULD USE IT IN JUST AS UNGODLY A MANNER AS ANY WORLDLY
PERSON WOULD!

 

But there will be a day when that is not true!

 

He says, those that wait on the Lord! For the most part, if God
gave us to much of the wonders of this world today, our sin nature,
a condition that even the most godly of believers still fights,
would overcome us!

 

Consequently, only a handful of committed believers have ever
held much of this world's goods in this life!

 

The friendship of this world is at enmity with God. And it is so
difficult to posses much of this world's goods without getting to
be friendly with them, that God has seen fit not to provide the
most of us with them!

 

BUT BE OF GOOD CHEER, GOD HAS PLANNED FROM THE START THAT THOSE
WHO WAIT ON HIM POSSESS THE EARTH AND ALL THE GOOD THINGS THEREIN
IN HIS TIME!

 

 I have had Christians tell me that God created all these
good things for men to enjoy and there must not be anything wrong
with enjoying them!

 

That is true!  But we are to wait upon the Lord to receive
them. And I have yet to meet a Christian who strives to get those
good things in his own power, who is as right with God as he
ought!

 

It is a necessity in this life, that if you work for the things
of the earth, YOU HAVE TO SACRIFICE A CLOSE WALK WITH GOD!

 

Just wait on God! In His time, He will give all who wait upon
Him the good things of this earth!  Probably a little of it
now to enjoy, BUT MOST OF IT LATER!

 

Secondly;

II. WHAT COMES WITH THE INHERITANCE

vs. 11

Peace is an accessory that comes standard with the inheritance
package of the Lord!

 

Prov 10:22

The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he
addeth no sorrow with it. (KJV)

 

1. This
verse is one of the ones I cling to the most in trying to determine
whether God wants me to strive to get something or
not.

 

This verse says that when God blesses us with something we would
consider a wealth, he added no sorrow with it!

 

I figure that if I buy a car, and I have to make heavy payments.
There is a sorrow with it, and it is not the blessing of the
Lord!

 

I figure that if I cannot get peace about a decision I am trying
to make, there is a sorrow accompanying it and it is not the will
of God!

 

I know this sounds mystical in a way, but I figure that when God
wants us to have something, it will have no troubles accompanying
it!

 

I bought our car in 1988 after several months of looking around.
Anita and I have committed ourselves to living as debt free as
possible, and I had worked a construction job for about three
months in order to raise the money to buy our car.

 

But we couldn't agree for the longest time about the car we
should have. I would like one, but she wouldn't she would like
another and I wouldn't. We kept looking until the evening we found
the car we now own.

 

As we drove passed the car lot we both spotted this one and
thought MAN, THAT IS NEAT!

 

We went in to ask the price, AND IT WAS EXACTLY WHAT WE WANTED
TO PAY!

 

 We had committed the search to the Lord, and He gave us
the car He wanted us to have, AND THERE HAS BEEN NO SORROW WITH
IT!

 

 We had peace about the purchase, and we have had peace
with that car as long as we have had it!

 

 It now has 190,000 miles on it.

 It still gets 37 miles to the gallon.

 And we have done nothing to it but general maintenance
work!

 

Obviously, it won't be ong before we have to begin the search
again.

 

 If we are able to resist the flesh, and wait upon the
Lord, I am confident that he will again give us a car that we can
have perfect peace about and no sorrow over!

 

 If we go out in our own strength and get the first car we
happen to like, whether we think it is the will of God or not, it
will probably be a lemon that will cause us sorrow all the
time!

 

2. The most
obvious application to the passage has to do with the
future.

 

In the kingdom that the Lord rules, there will be true
peace.

 

Let me just say this, PEACE IS SOMETHING WE ALL WANT, AND IT IS
A PROMISE OF GOD FOR THE FUTURE.

 

 But Satan is a great counterfeiter. And it is his desire
to counterfeit God's peace!

 

Our world today is very close to buying a kind of peace that is
not of God!

 

  We are very close to saying that it does not matter what
we believe or what we stand for, the only thing that matters is
peace!

 

We are close to an attitude in the world today that will turn it
hatred towards born again believers, and especially Baptists,
because we believe tenaciously that what we believe is worth
standing for!

 

Our surgeon general has come out very recently and said that the
Christian right is a dangerous enemy.

 

 And the "Christian right" doesn't even like we Baptists,
even though we are a part of the Christian right.

 

 Beloved, a peace that is not built around truth and
righteousness, is not peace at all! IT IS OPPRESSION!

 

Antichrist will come with a promise of peace, and will win the
world with peace promises, but his promises will be empowered not
of God, but of Satan, and will turn into the worst nightmare this
world has ever seen!

 

I think it is right that we pray for peace, 1 Timothy 2:1-2
tells us to pray that we can live in peace, BUT NOT JUST PEACE,
PEACE IN ALL GODLINESS AND HONESTY!

 

If we are not able to live in godliness, then we do not want to
accept the peace!

 

But bless
God, He has promised someday to give true
PEACE!

 

 And those of us who wait on the Lord know someday we will
receive it!

 

One, What is the inheritance?

Two, What come with the inheritance?

 

Thirdly,

III. WHO GETS THE INHERITANCE

vs. 22

 

The inheritors are;

"… such as are blessed of the Lord… "

 

The word blessed means
"benefactor"

 

My wife gave me the word "favored"
when I asked her for a definition of the word blessed (and I do
consider her an authority)!

 

Those who are the favored of God, or the benefactors of God are
the ones who inherit the earth.

 

This is tremendous, BECAUSE  THIS IS EXACTLY HOW WE GET
SAVED!

 

Salvation is not something we earn in our own power! It is
something that God does for us as a benefit or as an act of grace A
GIFT!

 

Every saved person ought to consider themselves BLESSED OF GOD!
FAVORED!

 

Fourthly;

IV. HOW LONG DO WE GET THE INHERITANCE?

vs. 29

And of course, the answer is FOR EVER!

 

The Hebrew word means "PERPETUALLY!"

 

"Continually,
or, world without end!"

 

Most of the time, we have to wait to receive what God gives, but
once He has given it to us, WE HAVE IT FOR EVER!

 

I spent some time thinking about the promises God makes to
us.

 

I could not think of one promise that we do not receive
forever!

 

Salvation is for ever.

 

Sanctification is forever

 

Heaven is for ever.

 

Our new bodies will last for ever.

 

I imagine that even the mansion that Jesus is preparing for me
will last forever!

 

Jesus said, don't put your treasures on earth where moth and
rust corropt and theives can break through and steal, lay up your
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt and
where therives do not break through and steal!

 

Those things that the Lord gives to us in heaven WILL LAST FOR
EVER!

 

And that is where we ought to be putting the emphasis of our
lives!

 

Lastly tonight;

V. WHEN DO WE GET THIS INHERITANCE?

Vs.34

 

And the answer is;

"… when the wicked shall be cut off.."

 

This brings us back to one of the primary lessons throughout the
Psalms. AND THAT IS, THAT THERE IS A DAY OF JUDGMENT COMING!

 

But, unlike what some think, OUR THOUGHTS WHENEVER WE CONSIDER
THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT OUGHT NOT BE

 

"OH BOY, I CAN'T WAIT UNTIL THEY GET THEIRS!"

 

That is not how God thinks, and we ought to think like God…

 

Whenever we think of the day of judgement against the wicked, it
ought to stir us to try to win their souls so they do not have to
face that judgement!

 

We know from Bible prophecy that we will not win them all. But
we know that we can win some!

 

And we are also sure that the more Christians who will pray for
the salvation of the wicked, and the more Christians who will get
involved in efforts to win the unsaved,

 

The more of them we will see get saved!

 

Bohannan and Caleb witnessed to their cousin the last time they
saw him, and he said he did not want to get saved then.

 

On this trip to Kennewick, they witnessed to him again. This
time he was very interested and he prayed to receive Christ as
Saviour.

But more than that, he immediately went to his sister and a
fried of hers that was there too, AND TOLD THEM THEY NEEDED TO HEAR
HOW TO BE SAVED AND THEY ASKED CHRIST TO FORGIVE THEIR SINS AND
SAVE THEM TOO!

 

Folks, that's what it's all about!

 

Winning souls and getting them to win more souls!

 

It is true that it is easier to win children to Christ than
adults, BUT WE OUGHT TO TRY TO WIN EVERYBODY TO THE LORD!

 

We have an
inheritance!

It is an inheritance that is wrapped in
peace.

It is an inheritance that is given to those who are
blessed "or favored" of the Lord. (not of works lest any man should
boast).

It is an inheritance that will last for
ever.

 

But it is an inheritance that we will receive at the time when
God judges the wicked.

 

Ours is not to look forward to their judgment, BUT IN TRUE
CHRISTIAN COMPASSION TO SEE AS MANY AS POSSIBLE SAVED FROM THE
JUDGMENT AND RECEIVE THE INHERITANCE WITH US!

 

There is certainly plenty to go around!

 










Chapter 14
Dealing With Discouragement


Psalms 42:1-11

 

 

 Anita and I moved to Astoria in April of 1984 with high
hopes and prayers of planting a Baptist church here that stood
unapologetically for Bible Truth.

 

But we had discovered that planting a church was not an easy
task!

We had difficulty finding a building to begin
in.

We had difficulty finding new people willing to visit us
in the building we did get

We had difficulty getting the few peoiple we did have
coming to accept the ministry as we were led to do it.

We had difficulty finding the finances needed to feed
ourselves and newborn Bohannan.

 

 Bo was only a couple of weeks old and we had to take him
to Portland to a clinic assiciated with Kaiser, because they were
our insurance carrier at the time. Just before we left to go to
Portland, I was doing some studying and had run across Ps 42:5. I
hadn't paid too much attention to it, but I did notice it because I
was cast down. Discouraged.

 

 On the way to the clinic, being cast down and not paying
as close of attention to what I was doing as I should have been, I
rear ended a car at a stop light. JUST DIDN'T SEE HIM!

 

 The damage to his car was nill, but mine got smashed a
little, AND BEING ALREADY CAST DOWN, I WAS NOW IN THE DEPTHS OF
DISPAIR!

 

It seemed like things were going from horrible, TO MORE
HORRIBLE!

 

 I was poutiong and whining and acting like most people do
when they are depressed and discouraged and I told Anita to take Bo
in to the Doctor's office, I was going to stay in the waiting room
and pout some more.

 

 While she was gone, however, this verse came to my mind. I
had read it enough that morning to have it memorized and I began to
quote it to myself, repeating it over and over and meditating upon
every word of it.

 

BY THE TIME ANITA CAME OUT WITH BO, I WAS ON CLOUD NINE! ALMOST
UNABLE TO CONTAIN MYSELF FOR THE JOY GOD HAD GIVEN ME THROUGH THIS
ONE VERSE.

 

 I now look upon that day as the day that the Holy Ghost
anointed me for the ministry.

 

 And although times have been rough since then, and I have
even gotten discouraged from timwe to time since then, I HAVE NEVER
ONCE BEEN CAST DOWN IN THE SAME WAY I WAS THEN SINCE!

 

 So this is a special Psalm to me! I this my personal
Psalm! I think of it as being able to resolve any issuer any person
can have, because it did so very much for me!

 

 And, (probably needless to say) The theme of this Psalm
is:

DEALING WITH
DISCOURAGEMENT!

 

 I imagine that everybody gets discouraged sometimes.

 

Charles Spurgeon said that he believed that discouragement was a
special tool that God used with preachers in order to remind them
that it is He that deswerves the glory and not the preacher!

 

 Discouragement is a common thing for most of us, BUT IT
MOST BE DEALT WITH.

 

If left unchecked, discouragement:

robs a believer of Christian joy,

hinders the believers Christian service,

and hampers the believer's Christian
testimony,

 

 Discouragement  is not a sin, but is something that
we must deal with in our lives. We cannot afford to allow ourselves
to live in the state of discouragement!

 

So how can we deal with discouragement?

 

There are three keys in this Psalm that I know from experience
can lift the discouraged saint to the heavenly heights, (AND SERVE
TO KEEP HIM THERE!)

 

I. THIRSTING FOR GOD

vss 1-4

 

Notice that there are two parts to this thirsting process:

1. An
attitude.

The Psalmist's attitude is one of thirsting and and panting and
crying after God!

 

Emotionally, the Psalmist is anxious to appear before the
Lord.

 

I am of the opinion that God allows us to become cast down in
many ocassions just for the purpose.of drawing us close to Him and
causing us to thirst for Him!

 

When everything goes well for an extended period of time, we
tend to forget about the Lord!

 

It's true of individuals, and of nations!

 

Israel would get to the place when they began to forget about
the Lord, and it wouldn't be long before God brought some type of
affliction on the nation.

 

Then, the affliciton would cause israel to long for the Lord
again!

 

The United States has gomne through several periods when things
got so good that the people forgot about the Lord, but then, God
brought affliction, AND PEOPLE BEGAN TO SEEK GOD AGAIN!

 

They tell me that one of the most prosperous times in the
History of Christianity, for the church, was during the great
Depression. PEOPLE NEEDED GOD AND KNEW IT!

 

There is an attitude that seeks after the Lord.

 

Notice that one of the things that the Psalmist meditated upon
was THE DESIRE TO APPEAR BEFORE GOD! In other words, to go to
heaven!

 

When we are cast down, we ought to spend some time meditiating
on the wonders of heaven and look forward to the day we are
there!

 

 It is healthy to spend time dreaming of heaven—not too
much time! We have to be useful and active on earth, but it is good
to spend some time frequently, especially when cast down,
considering how great it will be to finally be there!

 

2. An ACTION

 vs 4

 He went to the house of God with the multitude!

 

 A discouraged and depressed person usually doesn't think
that he wants to be around people, They want to stay at home and
alone, and they do not want to attend church.

 

THERE IS NO MORE IMPORTANT PLACE TO BE WHEN DEPRESSED THAN AT
THE CHURCH SERVICES!

 

It is vitally important that the depressed believer associate
himself with his church brothers and sisters in those times of
discouragement!

 

And to seek the Lord through the music, preaching, and altar
invitation.

 

Thirsting for God is the first element I find here in dealing
with discouragement.

 

Secondly;

II. HOPING IN GOD.

vss. 5-6

 

As I said this morning,

Hope is everything for the
Christian!

 

 It is the distinquishing mark between the saved and the
unsaved!

 

 If a person is without hope, you can reasonably assume
that they are unsaved too!

 

 You know what builds hope?

1. Meditating
on the promises of God.

 

  Acts 1:8

 

Spend time  meditating on that promise, and it will bless
you! Just like when you spend time with a pleasant person, it
cheers you!

 

I spent 20 minutes just thinking about the promises that are
found in Psalm 42:5 and was lifted up with wonderful hope!

 

I love to tell the story about the Christmas Sunday when I went
to the old building and found a window broken out. I was so
discouraged that somebody would do that, AND DURING THE HOLIDAY
SEASON NO LESS!

 

But then I sat down to my desk and turned the calander to the
days Scripture passage it was Jeremiah 31:16:

 

"Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for
thy work shall be rewarded."

 

I took the verse off the calendar and put it in my wallet. I
told God that I was going to hold Him to that promise!

 

That morning a couple from Greater Portland Baptist Chruch
visited and took my family out to lunch at Pier 11.

 

I accepted that as a down payment.

 

And I figure that this building is the rest of it! God kept his
promise!

 

2. Learning
about how God has blessed Christians before us.

Ps 119:132

Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, as thou
usest to do unto those that love thy name. (KJV)

 

 One of the most encouraging things that a person can do is
to read the biographies of  Christians of the past.

 

You see that they struggled just like we do, they failed like we
fail, they got discouraged  like we do, they had enemies like
we do,

 

But they survived them, and God blessed them anyway!

 

And of course, the best hopes we all have as Christians are in
heaven!

 

The rewards of heaven may not seem to be important today, but in
past centuries when Christians suffered so much in this life, THEY
LEARNED TO LIVE FOR THOSE HEAVENLY REWARDS!

 

Those hopes were everything to them!

 

When dealing with discouragement the Psalmist advised,

Thirsting for God,

Hoping in God, and

 

Thirdly,

III. THINKING OF GOD.

vss. 8

There are three things I find in Psalm 42:8 that the discouraged
Christian should think about.

 

1. God will
command His lovingkindness in the daytime.

 

God is good! When all else seems to fail, the one thing that the
believer ought always to be able to rely upon is the Biblical
truth; GOD IS GOOD!

 

The more difficult the trial, the more important the knowledge
of that truth is to us!

 

God is good!

 

2. In the
night, His song shall be with me.

 

 The singing of the hymns of the faith are almost sure to
lift the believer out of the depths of discouragement.

 

 I see people come to church and not sing. I hurt for those
types of people, because if we don't have these songs down in
memory, we will not be able to sing them when we are down!

 

I remind you that, Jesus sang a hymn with the disciples as he
left for the garden of Gethsemene and the cross!

 

And Ephesians 5 says that the spiritual person sings to himself
in songs hymns and spiritual songs.

 

The hymns we sing themselves are not inspired of God as the
Bible is, but we are still commanded in the Bible to sing them!

 

Listening to the hymns on tape can also be very helpful. I
really recommend that whenever we have people come through that
sing, you buy some of their music!

 

I do not believe that the majority of the music you hear on the
radio, (even Christian), or that you could buy at the Christian
book store would be helpful to your soul.

 

You need to get music that GOD HAS BLESSED.

 

Which means that the music needs to be
godly,

The words need to be godly,

AND THE MUSICIAN NEEDS TO BE GODLY!

 

If a performer's life and ministry is not suitable to be in the
church that God has placed you in, IS IT REALLY SUITABLE TO BE IN
YOUR HOME EITHER?

 

And finally,

3. My prayers
are to the God of my life.

 

 Folks when you are cast down, TAKE MUCH TIME TO PRAY!

 

 The old saints used to have a practice of what they called
"praying through."

 

 There is no time that it works better than when you are
discouraged and cast down.

 

 I have gone to my knees not knowing how I could make it
through the day and got up from my knees maybe a half hjour later
feeling like I could charge hell with a squirtgun!

 

 God had given me the victory!

 

All of us go through times of discouragement, but noe of us have
to stay discouraged!

 

God can give us the victory when we are cast down, by our

Thirsting for God

Hoping in God, and

Thinking of God

 










Chapter 15
God Is Our Refuge





Psalms 46:1-11

 This Psalm is said to have been martin Luther's favorite
Psalm and the one that inspired his hymn

 

A mighty frotress is our God, a bulwark never
failing!

Our helper He amid the flood of mortal ills
prevailing.

For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us
woe

His craft and pow'r are great, and armed with cruel
hate, on earth is not his equal.

 

Did we in our own strength confide Our strivings would
be losing

Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of god's own
choosing

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus it is He Lord
Sabbath His name

From age to age the same- AND HE MUST WIN THE
BATTLE!

 

I want to key in tonight on the fact that three times this Psalm
says God is our refuge. (vss 1, 7, 11)

 

There are actually two different Hebrew words translated refuge
in this Psalm. one of them, (In verse 1) is a word that means (Hope
or trust).

 

 The other is found in both verse 7 and 11 and it is a word
that describes a cliff or inaccessable place.

 

 Both of those definitions are filled with meaning and
truth for the believer!

 

God is our refuge in the since that He is an accessible place!
When we come to Christ and are saved, we are safe from all that the
world and the devil might do to us!

 

They can never make it to that part of us which is the most
important! They can hurt the body and sometimes vex our souls, BUT
THEY CAN NEVER DAMAGE OUR SALVATION or take from us our eternal
life!

 

When God is our inaccessible place, He also becomes our hope,
and the One in whom we trust!

 

We do not trust in the arm of flesh. Our own ability to rescue
ourselves, but we flee to the arm of the Lord and find perfect rest
in Him!

 

I have divided the Psalm into three parts, roughly corresponding
to the three times the word refuge is found, and the outline goes
about like this:

 

I. GOD IS OUR SECURITY!

vs 1-3

 

 This passage speaks mostly of the natural calamities of
the earth!

 

Though the earth be removed, and the waters roar!

Though the mountains shake and are carried into the sea

 

God is a very present help and therefore we will not fear!

 

Now I have to ask myself,

 

IS THE REASON I WON'T FEAR THOSE THINGS BECAUSE THEY PRESENT NO
DANGER TO ME?

 

And the answer is NO!

 

The Christian is in just as much danger during the earthly
calamities as any one else is!

 

I cannot help but to retell my old joke about the Christian who
got caught in a horrible flood.

 

As the waters began to rise around his house, a national
guardsman in a jeep came by and told him that the flood was going
to be a bad one and to get into the jeep and he would take him to
safety.

 

The Christian spiritually replied, "No thank you! I have
prayed to the Lord and He has promised to save me through the
floods!"

 

The waters kept getting higher and higher and soon they
wer passed the doors and a fella in a boat came by and said that
the flood was expected to get even worse, told him to get in the
boat and he would take him to safety.

 

The Christian responded, "No thanks, I have prayed to
the Lord and he has promised to save me through the
floods."

 

Not too much later, the waters were almost covering his
house and as he sat on the rooftop, a helicopter cam by and they
called down to him that the flood was going to get even worse than
this, they dropped a ladder down to him and told him to climb up
and they would take him to safety.

 

Again he responded, "No thank you. I have prayed to the
Lord and He has promised to save me through the
floods."

 

The flood did get worse and by and by, the Christian was
swept off the roof of his house and drowned.

 

Now, up in heaven, he approached the Lord and said, "I
don't understand it! I prayed that you would protect me, and I had
the promise of Your Word that You would! Why did you let me
drown?"

 

And the Lord said to him

"I sent to you, a jeep, a boat , and a helicopter! Can I
help it if you wouldn't get in any of them!"

 

Listen, when the Bible says that God is a refuge in those
earthly calamities

 

It does not mean that He will always protect us from them!

 

What it does mean is that HE WILL BE WITH US THROUGH THEM, He
will give us the strength to endure them, and He will comfort us in
the loss that we suffer because of them!

 

God's intention has never been to make life easier for the
Christian than it is for the unsaved, BUT TO USE LIFE TO MOLD US
INTO THE IMAGE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST!

 

And some of the best molding tools he has ARE NATURAL CALAMITIES
AND AFFLICTIONS!

 

 I am thinking right now of the illustration that the
Prophet Jeremiah used. He likened us to clay on the potter's
wheel.

 

As the potter makes a vessel, if it develops a lump or something
that the potter does not want, he smashes the clay back down and
begins again!

 

IF CLAY HAD FEELINGS, THAT WOULD HURT!

 

He says that God is a VERY PRESENT HELP IN TROUBLE.

 

Focus in on very present!

 

The Bible says that God will never leave us nor forsake
us! 

 

One of the most common reactions to calamities is to
immediately cry out, GOD! WHERE ARE YOU!

 

The truth of the matter is, GOD IS NEVER CLOSER TO YOU THAN IN
THOSE TIMES WHEN YOU SUFFER THE MOST!

 

Almost everybody has heard of the poem "Footprints in the Sand
that goes like this:

 One night a man had a dream. He dreamed he was
walking along the beach with the Lord.

 Across the sky flashed scenes from his life. For
each scene he noticed two sets of footprints in the sand: one
belonging to him and the other to the Lord.

 

When the last scene of his life flashed before him, he
looked back at the footprints in the sand. He noticed that many
times along the path of his life there was only one set of
footprints. He also noticed that it happened at the very lowest and
saddest times of his life.

 

 This really bothered him and he questioned the
Lord about it. "Lord, yo said that once I decided to follow you,
you would walk with me all the way - but I  have noticed that
during the most troublesome times in my life there is only one set
of footprints. I don't understand why when I needed you the most
you would leave me."

 

 The Lord replied, "My precious, precious child, I
love you and would never leave you. During your times of trials and
suffering when you see only one set of footprints, IT WAS THEN THAT
I CARRIED YOU"

 

 God is our security. We do not need to fear the trials and
troubles of life, BECAUSE DURING THOSE TIMES, GOD IS A VERY PRESENT
HELP!

 

II. GOD IS OUR SUPPLIER.

vs 4-7

Notice the phrase,

"There is a river… "

 

The river that it speaks of is the river of life that flows from
the throne of God in the New Heaven (Rev 22:1-2).

 

That river supplies all types of fruits in all times of the
year!

 

Of course, the passage is fine and dandy IF WE LIVED IN THE NEW
HEAVEN!

 

But there is something that is very similar today!

 

1. SALVATION IS LIKENED TO A RIVER

John 4:13-14

 

Salvation is a very satisfying thing!

 

When a person learns to appreciate salvation, and what it cost
Christ to offer ti to us, AND THEN, ALL OF THE BLESSINGS THAT ARE
OURS BECAUSE OF SALVATION.

 

There is tremendous satisfaction.

 

Notice that Jesus said "drink of this water and you'll never
thirst again!"

 

It refers to eternal security! The fact that when once you have
gotten saved, YOU NEVER NEED TO BE SAVED EVER AGAIN!

 

The work of Jesus Christ in salvation is eternal! You are saved
for sure, and for ever!

 

2. THE BIBLE IS LIKENED TO WATER.

Eph 5:26

That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the word, (KJV)

 

 The Bible is just like that river of life by the the
Throne of God!

 

There is enough there to meet every need of every occasion!

 

It is always interesting to me to find how the Bible opens
itself up to people differently depending upon their present
needs!

 

A person who is suffering an illness can find passages one after
the other thant brings blessing to them in their case.

 

A Christian who is witnessing will find that the Bible answers
questions he has encountered when talking to others, USUALLY RIGHT
AFTER HE TALKS TO THEM!

 

When you are in need of some security in your life, it seems
like the Holy Spirit points out to you how one scripture after the
other gives security and assurance!

 

The Bible is a living book! And through it God supplies the
greatest needs of our life!

 

And because of it, GOD'S PEOPLE ARE A GLAD PEOPLE!

 

That's why we can enjoy our church services and have some fun
about being Christians!

 

That's why you will find that many Christians can laugh during
the most difficult of times in their lives!

 

Because GOD'S SUPPLY MAKES GLAD HIS PEOPLE!

 

Finally,

III. GOD IS SOVEREIGN

vs 8-11

 

The Psalmist says

"Come, behold the works of the Lord!"

 

It is always good to spend time looking at what God has done!
What we learn is that GOD IS VERY MUCH IN CONTROL!

 

Men like to think they rule their own destinies!

 

That just isn't so! God is at work and He works it so all things
work according to His plan!

 

1. He is SOVEREIGN OVER THE EARTH. (vs 8)

 

Even Jesus was the master of the winds and seas!

 

God is in control of the earth! No natural disaster happens, no
natural blessing occurs without God being in control!

 

We do not always understand how God uses things like that for
His favor and our good, BUT HE ALWAYS DOES!

 

God's people ought to be able to take refuge in the fact that
those natural things that happen never just happen!

 

They are always a part of a finely orchastrated plan of the all
wise and supreme God of the universe!

 

2. GOD IS SOVEREIGN OVER KINGS AND NATIONS

(vs 9)

 

People think they are so powerful!

 

We actually think that we can interfere with the plans of God!
And sometimes we Christians get to worrying about the things that
are going on in the world, wondering if SOME PRESIDENT MIGHT SPOIL
WHAT GOD IS DOING!

 

Folks, if we could just learn to come to the God our refuge!

 

It does not matter whether a Democrat is President, or a
communist. GOD IS STILL IN CONTROL!

 

(It probably does matter with God that we vote for the more
godly choices in order that we please God, but it won't matter who
wins… GOD HAS THAT UNDER HIS CONTROL ANYWAY!) He is the one who
promotes and casts down!

 

We do not need to fret because God is sovereign over kings and
nations!

 

3. GOD IS SOVEREIGN OVER US!

vs 10

 

There are two ways to look at this verse:

 

A. Be still and know
that I am
God! 

 

Be still because you know that He is God!

 

 Knowing that He is in control and that He has everything
under control, we can flee to God as our refuge and rest, allowing
Him to take care of things!

 

 You know why we worry?

 

Most of the time it is because we do not KNOW that He is
God!

 

Now, we know that he is God,

 

But we don't KNOW that He is GOD!

 

We are assured in ourselves that He is sovereign enough and in
control enough to take care of things without us!

 

And that is why we can't be still!

 

We dancing around fidgeting, waiting so we will be ready to run
if God should  fail!

 

Be still KNOWING THAT I AM GOD!

 

B. BE STILL AND LEARN
THAT I AM
GOD.

 All of us go through times when we are not sure that God
can take care of things for us.

 

 IN THOSE TIMES WE NEED TO STOP AND ALLOW GOD
TO SHOW US HE CAN!

 










Chapter 16
The Redemption of the Soul Is Precious





Psalms 49:1-20

 

 It does not matter if we talk about the Christians or the
unsaved, one thing that every body holds precious, is the life of
themselves and their loved ones.

 

  Whether a person professes faith in Christ or not, all
people would like to think that when they die, they will go to
heaven, and they would like to think that those loved ones they
hav3e buried are in heaven and not hell.

 

 The trouble is, in this mixed up world in which we live,
the majority of people are chasing after things that will not lead
to the salvation of either their own souls, or those they love!

 

 In this Psalm, the writer mentions three goals the worldly
minded person has.

 

 Three things that those who live for the world and the
things this world can offer prize and spend their lives to
obtain.

 

 But the Psalmist is quick to point out that none of them
will redeem the eternal soul!

 

 I am confident this evening that I am speaking to a mostly
saved crowd.

 

 But beloved, I know that these three things that
are mentioned  have a way of tempting you too!

 

 The three things that I am going to show you
this evening are so prized by the unsaved and so useless to the
soul have a way of drawing even the most godly of people after
them.

 

  And many times if we are not chasing them for ourselves,
we are encouraging our children to seek them!

 Let me warn you, if we push our kids to go for these
things to the exclusion of their spiritual growth, WE HAVE DONE
THEM A GREAT DISSERVICE, and their children after them!

 

The first goal the world seeks for and we can be tempted to go
after or to get our children after is

 

I. WEALTH AND RICHES!

verse 6-9

 

 There is nothing inherently sinful about
wealth. And some of the greatest men of the Bible were
very wealthy

 

Abraham.

 

David

 

Solomon

 

 Were all plenty wealthy in this world's goods!

 

 But wealth can become a tremendous snare to the
soul!

 

And those who are wealthy can't use a dollar of it to buy the
lost soul of a loved one!

 

If God chooses to give a person wealth, Praise the Lord!

 

But most of the greatest work for the Lord is done not by those
who have much, but by those who have little!

 

let me point out to you some of the things that the Bible says
about riches and wealth:

 

1. IT IS NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR A RICH MAN TO ENTER
HEAVEN!

 

Luke 18:25

For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle's eye,
than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.
(KJV)

 

We have to be careful that we don't say, "I'll never have to
worry about that because i am not rich!"

 

If the truth be known, there are very few Americans who would
not be considered rich by the standards of Jesus' day!

 

With only a few exceptions, we would ALL BE CONSIDERED RICH IN
WORLDLY GOODS TO THE LORD!

 

 And Jesus said that it is nearly impossible for a rich man
to enter into the kingdom of God!

 

  It is not impossible, BUT IT IS VERY CLOSE TO IT!

 

 We bring a curse to our children and our
children's children if we teach them to seek after
wealth!

 

 If our kids are saved, and we teach them to seek riches,
THERE IS A GOOD CHANCE THEIR CHILDREN WON'T GET SAVED!

 

2. A PERSON WHO LIVES FOR THEIR MONEY IS CONSIDERED A
FOOL!

Luke 12:16-20


16          
And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain
rich man brought forth plentifully:


17          
And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I
have no room where to bestow my fruits?


18          
And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build
greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my
goods.


19          
And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for
many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.


20          
But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy
soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be,
which thou hast provided? (KJV)

 

 When we live our lives seeking after worldly goods and
riches we are fools in the eyes of God, and when we teach our
children to seek after them, we are teaching them to be fools
too!

 

3. THE TREASURE OF THE RICH MAN SHALL BE DESTROYED IN
THE END

James 5:1-6


1             
Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall
come upon you.


2             
Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are
motheaten.


3             
Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a
witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye
have heaped treasure together for the last days.


4             
Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields,
which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them
which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of
sabaoth.


5             
Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have
nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter.


6             
Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you.
(KJV)

 

Wealth is not a worthwhile goal for a person's life!

 

If God chooses to give a person riches and money, and that
person uses it for God's glory PRAISE THE LORD!

 

But if God chooses to give you a little less of the world's
goods so that you have to trust the Lord for daily food,

USE THAT FOR GOD'S GLORY TOO!

 

I am reminded how Paul said if you are a freeman, use it for
God, but if you are a slave, go ahead and glorify God as a
slave!

 

If God makes you rich, use it for God, if he does not, don't try
to get rich, don't try to get your children to get rich, just use
your place to God's glory!

 

All the money you can earn will not serve to redeem the souls of
those you love!

 

The world also seeks and encourages their children to seek;

II. WISDOM

Verse 10-11

1. Now, the wisdom of this verse is obviously not
the godly wisdom of fearing the Lord!

 

The book of Proverbs says to get wisdom with all your
getting!

 

The wisdom that the Book of Proverbs refers to is the fear of
the Lord. It is talking about knowing the Lord and having the
wisdom of God in you.

 

The Bible says of that kind of wisdom, But grow in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ.

 

That is not what is referred to here in Psalm 49:10!

 

This is a worldly wisdom.

 

 An intellectualism that tends to lead people to question
the truth and veracity of the Holy Scriptures!

 

2. Paul speaks about this type of
wisdom

1 Cor 1:19-28


19          
For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding
of the prudent.


20          
Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of
this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this
world?


21          
For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not
God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them
that believe.


22          
For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after
wisdom:


23          
But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and
unto the Greeks foolishness;


24          
But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God, and the wisdom of God.


25          
Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness
of God is stronger than men.


26          
For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:


27          
But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the
wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound
the things which are mighty;


28          
And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought
things that are: (KJV)

 

He says that the Greeks seek after wisdom.

 

There are those in this world that will not accept anything that
they cannot explain with a worldly type of wisdom and therefore
they will not accept Jesus Christ.

 

AND WE SO VERY OFTEN SET AS A GOAL FOR OUR CHILDREN TO GAIN THAT
TYPE OF WISDOM!

 

We send them to the schools where they teach our kids to
dispute the word of God.

 

We teach them all of their lives to submit themselves to their
teachers, and then we send them to sit under teachers that deny the
existence of God and teach as fact the myth of evolution.

 

We allow them to be subjected to the ridicule of those teachers
who, armed by the fact that they are in authority in the class, and
most of the students have already bought their false teachings

 

 Dive into our children's faith in Christ with
vehemence!

 

Folks there is a wisdom that God can give that CANNOT BE TAUGHT
IN THEIR SCHOOLS!

 

And I would rather my children be illiterate anyway than to be
educated in that type of an institution!

 

At the men's retreat, Pastor Bill Bramblett told us that
statistics say 95% of the students in the state colleges drink
beer.

 

WHY WOULD WE EVEN CONSIDER LETTING OUR KIDS GO TO PLACES LIKE
THAT?

 

Let alone encourage them?

 

Well, you say, "I want to make sure my children have a quality
education so they can be successful (in others words, seek worldly
wealth)!"

 

 I would rather my kids be paupers all of their
lives than to be given an instruction that disputes the truth of
God's Word!

 

Look with me at  Prov 19:27


27          
Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err from the
words of knowledge. (KJV)

 

That is what we ought to be teaching our kids!

 

3. May I remind you tonight that the disciples of
the Lord were called ignorant and unlearned men by the educated
crowd of their day;

 

BUT THEY TURNED THE WORLD UPSIDE DOWN FOR THE GLORY OF GOD!

 

There is nothing wrong with money and wealth, and there is
nothing wrong with wisdom and an education.

 

BUT NEITHER WILL REDEEM THE SOUL OF THOSE WE LOVE SO MUCH!

 

They are not worthwhile goals! If God chooses to give us wealth,
and if we are able to get an education in a school that promotes
faith in Christ too, PRAISE GOD!

 

But it simply won't be worth it to set them as goals to the
expense of our relationship to Christ!

 

There is one more worldly goal people tend to seek after, or
else encourage for their children.

III. HONOUR

Verse 12-14; 20

There are three things in the area of honour that men almost
always set as goals;

 

Praise

Power, or

Fame

 

1. The praise of man is a goal that brings
almost nothing but troubles!

 

When a person seeks the praise of man he will compromise
everything that is honorable for that praise!

 

When a person's whole life is wrapped up in whether or not he or
she is accepted and praised, Their lives are almost always
ruined!

 

A girl will very often sell her honor to be accepted by the
boys.

 

A preacher can sell the truth to be accepted by his
congregation.

 

A teen will sell his honesty to be accepted and praised by his
peers!

 

And a person who seeks the praise of man very often looses with
it the praise of God!

 

Paul said even as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with
the Gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing man, but God which
trieth our hearts!

 

Plug in whatever honor God has entrusted you with and this
passage can apply to you!

 

The praise of man is not a worthwhile goal!

 

Now, there is nothing wrong with having good friends and
receiving some praise from time to time.

 

BUT IT IS NOT A GOOD GOAL FOR WHICH TO LIVE!

 

Honor can often be confused with

2. POWER.

 

And I am thinking especially of the politicians of our country
although the same could be said of many.

 

Politicians very often sacrifice their convictions at the altar
of power. For some of them, getting elected and having the position
is so important that all else is expendable in order to have the
position.

 

 During the last presidential campaign, the US News and
World report did a series of articles on Bill Clinton.

 

 This is not meant to be a slam on him, I am just using his
story as an example.

 

The series began by telling how Clinton dreamed of being
president even in Junior High and High School.

 

They explained that Clinton had been driven by his desire to
hold high positions in public office all through his school
years.

 

He became Governor of Arkansas, but lost in the bid for
reelection.

 

 The report went on to say that during those years while he
was not in office he spent a considerable time evaluating why he
had lost the reelection and they said that he determined it was
because he was too rigid with his ideals!

 

Up until that time, his philosophy of life, his political
beliefs and ideals drove him. He wanted to succeed by pushing his
political agenda.

 

But once he determined that it was his tenacious stand upon his
agenda that caused him to loose the bid for reelection as Governor,
he changed his approach.

 

The US News and World Report said that Clinton decided that
being in office was worth even changing his ideals!

 

Holding public office became more important to him that what he
believed and he then began to develop the ability he is so well
known for today, of compromising in an attempt to please all sides
at once!

 

According to the U.S. News and World Report, power became more
important than convictions!

 

Folks it is never right to forsake what we believe to be true in
order to have more power and prestige!

 

And a third type of honor the world tempts us to seek is

3. FAME

 But it does not take too much looking into the lives of
celebrities like actors, musicians, and athletes to see;

 

 Fame is not a worthwhile goal in life!

 

Fame ruins more people than it ever has helped!

 

How wrong we are when we set as goals for our children the honor
of men!

 

Whether it is the honor of praise,

the honor of power,

or the honor of fame

 

These things tend to destroy the soul rather than to redeem
it!

 

 What is a good goal for our lives, and what type of goals
should we teach our children to have?

 

Look at Psalm 49:15

 

1. We ought to set as a goal, that we be
saved.

 

2. We ought to desire more than anything else that
our loved ones be saved.

If they are poor, so what!

 

If they are uneducated by this world's standards, big deal!

 

If their names are never known and if they have no earthly
honor, who cares!

 

If they are saved, they will own a mansion in heaven and be
joint heirs with the riches of Christ!

 

If they are saved they will have the wisdom of God, and they
that love God's law are wiser than all their teachers!

 

And if they are saved and hear from Jesus "Well done thou good
and faithful servant" that will be more than honor enough!

 

3. We ought to desire more than anything else that our kids,
after they are saved, would be used of God to win other souls to
Christ.

 

BECAUSE THE REDEMPTION OF THEIR SOULS IS PRECIOUS!

 

 










Chapter 17
How To Renew a Right Spirit





Psalms 51:1-19

 

 The Psalm that we have this evening is one that I could
not pass by because it is a standard in preaching all of the
time.

 

Verses like number five find their way into sermons almost
daily.

 

Now the
superscript of the Psalm tells us the occasion of its
writing.

 

After David's sin with Bathsheba, and the killing of her
husband, God sent the prophet Nathan to confront him with it.

 

 The story is found in 2 Samuel 12:1-13.

 

This must have been one of the blackest days in King David's
life!

 

 In some ways, I hurt for King David.

 

He had been trapped by sin in a weak moment, and the
effects of the sin kept escalating to a larger and larger
scale.

 

 His murder of Uriah could almost be covered up
because he had been killed in a battle with an enemy of
Israel.

 

 I can imagine that after Uriah's death, David had
hoped that everything would work out, but I figure he had that sick
feeling when, after you have really blown it, you are waiting for
someone to catch you!

 

 And then, when Nathan came and confronted him with
the sins of adultery and murder, I CAN IMAGINE THAT DAVID'S SPIRIT
SUNK TO THE LOWEST DEPTHS OF DESPAIR!

 

 I can almost hear him saying to himself,

 

 "How can I ever show my face in public
again?

I'll never be able to lead my army any
more!

I'll never fell right about praying anymore knowing that
God knows what I have done!

 

Maybe the best thing for me to do would be to just
wander off into obscurity!"

 

 And the premise I want to take for this evenings message
is this:

 

I believe we all  feel just like that
sometimes!

 

I don't know any of us who are perfect.

 

And there are those times when we make such major mistakes, such
huge failures, and such gross sins, even as believers, that, if
nobody else is saying it, we are saying to ourselves,

 

"I'LL NEVER BE ABLE TO LIVE FOR GOD AGAIN!"

 

The fact of the matter is, that is not true!

 

And while we do not want to trivialize the seriousness of sin
just because we can be forgiven of it and restored.

 

WE ALSO DO NOT WANT TO ALLOW THE FACT THAT WE HAVE
SINNED EVEN IN A WAY WE PERCEIVE AS HORRIBLE, To cause us to sink
so deeply into despair we no longer serve the
Lord!

 

 When the Devil has gained a victory in our lives by
getting us to sin, HE GETS A DOUBLE PLAY OUT OF IT IF HE CAN USE
THE SIN TO GET US TO QUIT LIVING FOR GOD TOO!

 

 So the title for this evening's message comes from Psalm
51:10, the last half where it says;

RENEW A RIGHT SPIRIT WITHIN ME.

 

And I want to preach a message on HOW TO RENEW A RIGHT
SPIRIT!

 

 When you have failed the Lord and others so
desperately that you do not know that you will ever be able to even
attempt serving God again;

 

Psalm 51 teaches the steps to renewing a right
spirit whereby you can go from the depths of the sin, back to
faithful service of the Lord!

 

Please notice with me three sections found in this Psalm:

 

I. A SECTION ON CONFESSION

verses 1-5

When David was confronted with his sins back in 2 Samuel 12, he
did not get mad at the preacher.

 

 Nor did he even deny the sins. He knew he was guilty and
he immediately said I have sinned.

 

A. 
Confession of sins is a tremendous benefit to the
soul.

 

1. The Bible says to confess our faults one to
another that ye may be healed. (James 5:16)

 

 That passage is misused by the Catholics to support their
confessionals to the priests.

 

 Their is no place in Scripture that teaches we can confess
sins to a man and be forgiven.

 

However, when we confess our faults and sins to one another, we
first have the benefit of have the weight of trying to hide the
sins unburdened from off our shoulders!

 

We also have the benefit of having others who are aware of and
can pray for our weaknesses!

 

James 5:16 continues by saying "the effectual fervent prayer of
a righteous man availeth much.

 

I ALWAYS TRY TO ADD THIS CAUTION THOUGH:

 

While it is good to confess faults one to another, THE
BIBLE ALSO TALKS ABOUT BEING A MAN OF DISCRETION.

 

 That means simply, CHOOSE WISELY THOSE YOU WILL
CONFESS TOO!

 

 Some will use that information against
you!

 

GETTING UP IN A PUBLIC CHURCH SERVICE AND HANGING OUT
YOUR DIRTY LAUNDRY IS ABSOLUTELY FOOLISH!

 

Find a righteous man. One you can trust, and confess to him and
ask that he pray for you about it!

 

2. 1 John 1:9 says "If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness."

 

 Of course this is confession to the Lord! When we confess
our sins to the Lord, He then can cleanse us.

 

The implication is THAT IF WE DON'T CONFESS, WE CANNOT BE
CLEANSED!

 

I have never met anybody who has overcome a sin they did not
first believe was a sin!

 

B. Now notice
the specifics of David's confession:

 

1. HE ADMITTED HIS SIN NATURE

verse 5

 

 If David had never sinned a day in his life, he would have
still been a sinner because he carried in his flesh the sins of his
parents, and his parents parents, and their parents all the way
back to Adam and Eve.

 

You and I are sinners by choice BUT WE ARE ALSO SINNERS BY
BIRTH!

 

And it is that sin that will eventually send us to hell if we
don't get saved!

 

 When a person calls out for salvation, it is
not

 

"God forgive me of this particular sin and save
me."

 

But rather,

"God forgive me of the nature of sin that I
possess!"

 

2. HE ADMITTED THAT HIS SIN WAS AGAINST
GOD.

Verse 4

 

While it is true that others were hurt,

 

Uriah was killed,

Bathsheba's testimony was marred, (and she surely would
have grieved for her dead husband)

And the baby conceived in their sin died

 

The truth of the matter is that all sin is first and foremost
against God!

 

Joseph was tempted by his master Potiphar's wife. Joseph's
response was, how could he do this great wickedness and sin, not
against his master (which it would have been) BUT AGAINST GOD!

 

Jonathan Edwards is famous for preaching the message
"Sinners in the hands of an Angry
God."

 

We need to realize in confession of sin that the one who is most
offended by any sin, IS GOD!

 

So if no one else appears to be hurt by our sin,

GOD IS STILL OFFENDED!

 

And if no one else ever knows about our sin,

GOD IS STILL OFFENDED!

 

And He is the one we ought to be most concerned about!

 

3. He appealed to God's mercy. (vs
1)

 

 God is good and loving and the best way to gain anything
from God is to not try to impress Him, But just appeal to His
goodness and grace!

 

 Remember the story of the two who went to the temple? The
one a publican and sinner. The other a Pharisee.

 

The Pharisee prayed to himself and talked about how good he
was.

 

  The Publican would not even look up to heaven but just
cried out, "God be merciful to me, a sinner!"

 

And Jesus said the Publican went away justified!

 

Next is

II. A SECTION ON RESTORATION

Verses 6-12

 

How many times have we all gone to the altar of confession and
presented to God the sins we have committed, only to walk away
still heavy with the grief of the sin?

 

While David did have to pay for the consequences of his sins
even after he had confessed them,

 

He asked God to help him to walk away from the confession
renewed!

 

1. God would use this to help him know
wisdom

 

 We have to be careful after we have sinned not to let
Satan have that second victory from it!

 

David used the sin he had committed to learn truth and wisdom
from God!

 

And the lessons that can be learned from his sins are
manifold

 

 I do not want to go into them right now for sake of
time.

 

JUST LEARN TONIGHT THAT YOU CAN USE EVEN YOUR SPIRITUAL
FAILURES AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN LESSONS FROM THE LORD AND TO
DRAW CLOSER TO HIM THE NEXT TIME!

 

 If nothing else, you have learned how easy it is for us
all to fall!

 

2. Create in me a clean heart.

 

Sin has a way of damaging us spiritually so that the next time
we sin, unless we ask God for a clean heart, the sin does not seem
so wicked to us!

 

 There was a day, when all believers thought going to the
movie house was sinful.

 

 Is it that we have just learned better since then? Or is
it that we have become desensitized to sin?

 

Part of the Restoration and renewal process must be the creation
of a clean heart!

 

And by the way, it has to be a created
heart!

 

God has to give you a clean heart because the effects of sin do
not wash out of the old heart!

 

God has to change your interests;

change your thoughts;

change your motives.

 

Because the heart, once soiled with sin, WILL INVARIABLY SEEK
THE SIN AGAIN!

 

BUT GOD CAN AND WILL DO IT!

 

Some of us in this room can testify of a day when we
thought good was evil and evil was good. But God has created within
us a clean heart that now finds pleasure in righteousness and
grieves over unrighteousness!

 

3. Restore unto me the joy of my
salvation

verse 12

 

Whenever we sin, we do not loose our salvation, but we do loose
the joy of our salvation, and for most of us, if we have not been
taught better;

 

WE FIGURE WE LOST OUR SALVATION WITH IT!

 

David did not
pray, even after committing sins as terrible as adultery and murder
that God would restore his salvation, BUT THE JOY OF
IT!

 

And listen, if you do not have the joy of your salvation, Satan
has taken from you one of the most important parts!

 

Jesus told His disciples that He wanted their joy to be full,
and you can be sure He wants the same for you!

 

The Bible says the Joy of the Lord is our strength!

 

And sin can take that from you!

 

Don't let Satan keep it when sin has robbed it from you!

 

God to God and ask Him to restore it to you!

 

Do not be satisfied with your Christianity if you haven't the
joy of it!

 

You do not have to always be in pleasant circumstances,
and you do not have to like everything that is happening around
you, BUT YOU CAN HAVE THE JOY OF THE LORD NO MATTER WHAT GOES ON
AROUND YOU!

 

If you are lacking it, ask God for it, and do not quit
until  you have it!

 

The process of renewing a right spirit within us after we have
sinned begins with confession

 

And continues with restoration, and then ends with

 

III. A SECTION ON DEDICATION

verses 13-19

 ( could have used the word  service here, but I
wanted all three sections to have the "shun" ending!)

 

After we have committed a grave sin, we have that feeling of
worthlessness and like we would like to just completely give up

 

We can confess that sin and know God has done it, and we can ask
for the joy back and get it for a while,

 

But unless we dedicate ourselves to serve the Lord,
those feelings of worthlessness, and that loss of joy is very
likely to return!

 

It is in serving God that any man or woman is going to have the
most joy, and find the most satisfaction in life!

 

After we have committed a terrible sin, and have confessed it
and asked God to restore us,

 

IT IS AN ABSOLUTE MOST THAT WE GET PLUGGED INTO A
CHURCH MINISTRY AND GET TO WORK FOR THE LORD!

 

Because it is
through that service that we will find worth, AND THAT WE WILL
LEARN THAT GOD CAN STILL BLESS US!

 

Just like man, who finds much of his worth in work and therefore
MUST PRODUCE TO FEEL RIGHT ABOUT HIMSELF,

 

The Christian is made to serve God, AND WILL NEVER FEEL RIGHT
ABOUT HIMSELF UNLESS HE IS SERVING THE LORD,

 

And that is more true AFTER WE HAVE COMMITTED A SIN!

 

Notice that all three of the types of service that David
mentions have to do with the mouth.

 

SERVICE TO GOD INVOLVES COMMUNICATING!

 

1. I will teach transgressors the
way.

 

I will win souls, tell the unsaved how to be saved!

 

 

2. My tongue shall sing aloud of thy
righteousness.

 

Christians had better get used to singing, because we will do it
almost full time in heaven!

 

 

3. My mouth shall shew forth thy
praise

 

I am simply going to talk about how good God has been to me!

 

Look how David ends the Psalm in verses
16-17

 

David said he would have done anything to make things right with
God, if He had desired sacrifices and offerings in order to have a
right spirit, he would have gladly given them

 

BUT THOSE THINGS DON'T MAKE A PERSON RIGHT WITH GOD!

 

God wants a broken and contrite spirit and heart.

 

God wants a people who will come to the Lord for every need!

 

And trust the Lord not only to save us,

 

but to cleanse us when we sin

and use us through our failures!

 

"Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me."

 

 










Chapter 18 A
Banner to Display





Psalm 60:1-12

 

The passage we have this evening was written by King David at a
time when he was both rejoicing over victories, but concerned over
difficulties.

 

Matthew Henry's Commentary says that  Aram-naharaim, and
Aram-zobah were Assyrian rulers which David was at war with.

 

At the same time, David's general had been leading troops
against the forces of Edom in the valley of salt, near the Dead
Sea, and had given David a glowing report of victory that they had
defeated Edom and left 12,000 of their soldiers dead.

 

The balance here is one that many times we find ourselves
in.

 

At the same time that we have cause for rejoicing, we have
reason for concern!

 

 While good things are going on around us, THERE IS A
MATTER OF URGENCY THAT PRESSES TOO!

 

As a Pastor, I find myself under this kind of
situation almost constantly.

 

TWhile I am rejoicing with certain members for
the blessings and victories that God has given in their lives, I am
hurting with other members over trials and difficulties they are
going through!

 

 TWhile I am praising God in my prayer
closet for the growth I am seeing in some Christian's lives, I am
at the same time groaning in agony over the backslidden condition
of others!

 

 TWhile am am thanking God for the new
people that have been saved and are attending the church. I am
laboring in prayer for the souls of others I long to see come to
the Saviour!

 

 In the Psalm, David rehearses to himself and before the
Lord both the blessings his people have experienced, and the hard
things they have gone through. This is a prayer asking for the
Lord's hand to help in trouble, and at the same time thanking Him
for His hand of help so far!

 

 I am going to center in tonight on just one verse that is
found in the passage. A verse of praise;

 

In verse 4 David says:

" Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee,
that it may be displayed because of the truth."

 

 The word banner has several synonyms and most of them are
used in the Bible.

 

Some of them are:

Flag

Standard

Ensign.

 

The banner was the flag representing the nation of Israel.

 

The banner was used for several purposes.

 

T It served as a gathering
point.

For instance, when Israel was going through the wilderness,
every tribe of Israel had their own banner. Whenever the banner was
set up, the tribe, whose banner it was knew that was where they
were supposed to encamp.

 

TThe banner was taken into
combat. And even in today's military plans, the sign
of victory is when you capture the enemies flag and raise yours in
its place.

 

T The banner can incite enthusiasm
and loyalty.

It is still that way with some today that when we see the flag
fly, we are  stirred with emotions and patriotism!

 

 David
says that God had given them a banner to display because of the
truth.

 

Not every
one would want to display it, and it did not belong to
everyone.

 

This banner
belonged only to those that feared the
Lord

 

It reminds me of the American Flag. It is a wonderful thing to
display,

T It symbolizes
freedom.

 Freedom to worship God according to the dictates of one's
own conscience. Freedom to raise your family according to the
morals and principles you believe are important. Freedom to work
hard and earn and the very best livelihood you possibly can.

T It represents
bloodshed.

 The bloodshed of so many souls who have given their lives
and their health to protect the freedoms listed above, not only for
those who live in this country, but those who live around the
world.

T It represents
opportunity.

 The opportunity to live in peace. The opportunity to
pursue life liberty and happiness. the opportunity to dream big and
reach your dreams.

 

 The flag of the United States represents many
wonderful things;

 BUT I QUESTION WHETHER IT REALLY BELONGS TO
THOSE WHO WOULDN'T WANT TO DISPLAY IT!

 

I spent some time meditating on the banner David mentions here
in the Psalm.

 

 And it seems quite obvious to me that he is not talking
about a literal flag, but about something a flag might
represent.

 

Matthew Henry in his commentary says that the banner is David's
government, or perhaps King David himself.

 

I want to give you five banners that God has given to
those who fear him and love Him.

 


	Banners that serve to unite us in the work of the
Lord.

	Banners that give us a place to gather and be refreshed
and encouraged and

	Banners that we do not want to give over to the
enemy



 

Five banners that we ought to display for all the world to
see!

 

I. CHRIST IS OUR BANNER.

Isa 11:10

And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse,
which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the
Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.
(KJV)

 

Jesus said, and I , if I be lifted up, will draw all men
unto myself

 

 If there is a rallying point for the Christian, it is the
person of Jesus Christ!

 

TIt is Christ who has gathered us to Himself
and saved us!

TIt is Christ who has given to us the Holy
Spirit who lives within to give comfort and encouragement.

TIt is Christ who we are to look to at all
times, to find a focal point to keep us going in the right
direction.

TAnd it is Christ who is one day going to come
into the clouds and call us to Himself

 

And the Bible says that even one day, EVERY EYE SHALL SEE
HIM!

 

And Christ is worthy of our displaying!

 

He is the way the truth and the life!

 

We ought to place Him in such an elevated position in our lives
that all can see Christ when they see us!

 

Do you display the Lord like you ought?

 

Do you talk about Him often.

Do you make him the center of your conversations,
and let all know that you are a follower of the Lord Jesus
Christ?

 

II. THE BIBLE IS A BANNER

 

And I mean by that tonight that the banner of Israel was there
because of truth.

 

The Bible is all truth!

 

Now, the Bible does not contain everything that is true.

 

TThat a person named Marvin McKenzie has lived
on this earth is an absolute truth, but the Bible nowhere mentions
Marvin McKenzie.

 

TThat the United States has been in existence
for over 200 years is a truth.

 

But the Bible nowhere mentions even the United States.

 

In fact, the Bible says of itself that it does not contain all
of the truth about Jesus Christ.

 

John 20:30

And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence
of his disciples which are not written in this
book.

 

So the Bible does not contain everything that is true;

But everything that it does contain is true,

 

AND ALL THE TRUTH CONTAINED IN THE BIBLE IS LIFE CHANGING!

 

A. The Bible truly tells us where man came
from!

 

The subject of creation verses evolution is not an unimportant
subject!

 

If the evolutionists are correct, then the Bible is not true in
its account of man's existence

 

And we are not responsible to God!

 

The evolutionists know how important a subject this is!

 

Their whole basis for living hangs on this one subject!

 


	If the Bible is true about creation. then we were all
created by God, and we are responsible to God for our
lives.



 


	If evolution is true, then we are merely animals who
live out our existence and, when we die, we cease to
exist.



There are no moral ramifications

There is no judgment in the afterlife

 

We are here for however long we are here so we ought to get the
most out of life while we have it.

 

B. The Bible tells us the truth about sin.

 

 And the truth it tells us is that all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God.

 

That is an important truth. It tells us that all of us hold a
weight that will one day drown us in the sea of judgments if not
dealt with!

 

C. The Bible tells us the truth about
salvation.

 

And again that is an important subject!

 

The Bible denies the teachings of the religious people around
the world that it does not matter what you believe about God as
long as you believe something!

 

The Bible tells us that we are all sinners and offers only one
hope for forgiveness and salvation from our sins!

 

That is, by coming in faith to the person of Jesus Christ and
asking HIM to save us!

 

The Bible is a banner of truth.

 

AND WE MUST DISPLAY IT!

 

I do not mean on the countertop!

 

I mean on the rooftops!

 

I mean we must get the truths found in the Bible out to the
general public!

 

We ought to consider it our personal and very serious
responsibility to get the Word of God TO EVERY LIVING SOUL ON THIS
PLANET!

 

Because God has given us a banner to display because of
truth!

 

III. THE PASTOR IS A BANNER!

 

I get this point and the one to follow from Matthew Henry's
commentary suggestion that the banner of Psalm 60 was either David,
or the government he led.

 

And I do not in any way mean to say that the Pastor is as
important as Christ or the Bible.

 

But I mean it in the same way that King David could have been
considered a banner for his country.

 

You see


	The banner was a unifying thing.

	The banner identified the army of tribe,

	The banner set the direction of advance
And

	The banner served to give everyone a place to gather
to.



 

King David,

Came to symbolize for his nation in his lifetime,
the direction towards God.

 

THe had been appointed King by God.

THe had lived for years by faith in God

THe had proven leadership abilities that had
served to rally the people of Israel into a successful force to
accomplish things for the Lord.

 

David was only a man, and a sinful one at that.

 

But whenever David was around, the people gathered to follow one
who was honestly trying to follow the Lord!

 

That is exactly what the pastor is given to the
church for.

 

THe is a man appointed by God,

THe is not to be a spiritual novice, but one
who has walked with God.

THe is a leader, who rallies around him people
who want to serve the Lord and helps to give them direction!

 

And whenever I step into the pulpit, I think of myself
like a banner on display!

 

 I am flying for the Lord Jesus Christ, trying
to encourage those who are under me to follow me as I follow the
Lord!

 

IV. THE CHURCH IS A BANNER

 

I believe with all of my heart that Bible Baptist
Church stands as a testimony because of truth!

 

I believe that God has blessed us and built us because the truth
is preached here, and people are taught and exhorted to walk in the
truth!

 

Jesus said, "On this rock I will build my church and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it"

 

Satan has attacked the church with vigor for nearly 2000
years,


	He has killed believers.

	He has destroyed her Bibles

	He has perverted her doctrines And

	He has established his own churches.



 

BUT THE CHURCH THAT JESUS SAID HE WILL BUILD STILL STANDS!

 

A testimony to the fact that HE IS TRUE!

 

One last banner;

V. YOU ARE A BANNER FOR THE TRUTH.

2 Cor 3:2

Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and
read of all men: (KJV)

 

Our own lives, when we fear the Lord, become a banner for the
truth.

 

People see the changes that take place in our lives after we are
saved, and they can't help but know something has happened.

 

They do not always admit that what has happened was from
God.

 

Nor do they always agree that the changes that have taken place
in our lives are for good.

 

But they have to see that we have changed!

 

Paul told the Corinthians that they were like his
Epistle, his letters, KNOWN AND READ OF ALL MEN.

 

While some folks will never pick up a Bible, those
around you will see you and they will read a lot about you kind of
faith by your lifestyle!

 

TIf you fear the Lord and really live for Him,
they will have to see that.

TIf you are a professing believer, one who goes
to church, but lives like the devil, they will see that too!

 

How we display the truth that God has taught us will have a
great deal to do with whether or not we tend to draw men to the
Saviour, or push them away from Him!

 


	Do we retreat into the world whenever we have some form
of difficulty in our lives? Or

	Do we exercise faith and trust God through
them?



 


	Are we only fair weather believers or

	Are we consistently living for the Lord through thick
and thin?



 

That is the kind of Banner that David had established!

 

He readily admitted that they had gone through some difficult
times, and that they had faced some hard things.

 

But even then, he said, Through God we shall do valiantly! Ps
60:12

 

Dr. Johnny Pope tells the story of a great battle.

When the forces on the one side began to loose, the men began to
retreat, but then noticed that the standard bearer was not
retreating with them.

 

In a unified voice they all called out to the standard
bearer

 

"Quick, quick, bring the standard back to the
men!"

But the standard bearer, with all the force he could
muster cried

"No! Never! Bring the men back to the
standard!"

 

God has given us a banner to display because of truth,

 

AND WE DO NOT EVER WANT TO DROP THAT STANDARD!

 

We want to display the truth, that those who fear the Lord can
see it and come up to it.

 

And so those who do not yet fear the lord will know the truth,
and fear!

 

Christ is a banner of truth! Lift Him up!

The Bible is a banner of truth, preach it loudly!

The preacher is a banner of truth, rally around him!

The church is a banner of truth, gather in it!

And your life is a banner of truth, make sure you are living
right with God!

 










Chapter 19
Praise Waiteth For God





Psalms 65:1-13

 

 

 They say that the Jews would sing this Psalm every year at
three different times;

 First, at the Feast of
the firstfruits.

 Second, at the feast
of  Pentecost

 Third, at the feast of
Tabernacles.

 

 And each time, their desire was to praise God for His
goodness in their lives!

 

Praise waiteth for thee, O God!

 

There are seven key words all having to do with
reasons to praise the Lord!

 

And all of them begin with the letter "s."

 

I. GOD SATISFIES!

verse 4

 

 The word satisfied means to be
full.

 

And God is one who satisfies, who fills us with our needs, and
our hearts desires!

 

Ps 84:11

For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give
grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk
uprightly. (KJV)

 

Phil 4:19

But my God shall supply all your need according to his
riches in glory by Christ Jesus. (KJV)

 

God satisfies by supplying our needs and desires,

 

But the best satisfaction comes from a different source

 

Ps 17:15

As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall
be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness. (KJV)

 

 The best kind of satisfaction that I find in God is not
that which He does for me right now, BUT THAT WHICH AWAITS ME IN
HEAVEN!

 

The ultimate satisfaction and fullness will belong
to those in glory!

 

To be joint heirs with
Christ!

To rule and reign with
Him!

To walk the streets of
gold

To dwell in a mansion of my
own!

 

No wonder Apostle Paul said

I reckon that the suffering of this present world is not
worthy to be compared to the glory that shall be revealed in
us!

 

 Of course, in the context we find that the satisfaction
comes from the house of God!

 

In the most full sense, that speaks of being in heaven where we
will find the ultimate satisfaction.

 

BUT I HAVE
NEVER MET A CHRISTIAN YET WHO HAS BEEN BLESSED WITH SATISFACTION ON
THIS EARTH AND WHO IS NOT A PART OF REGULAR CHURCH
WORSHIP!

 

I am not saying that a person has to come to church for God to
supply their physical needs and desires.

 

 I AM SAYING THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO BE
SATISFIED WITH WHAT GOD GIVES YOU, EVEN IF IT IS A GREAT AMOUNT,
UNLESS YOU COME TO CHURCH OFTEN AND LEARN HOW TO BE SATISFIED WITH
THAT!

 

Satisfaction in this
life is not in a quantity, it is in an attitude!

 

Extremely poor people can be satisfied if they have a satisfied
soul! and that can only come from God!

 

II. SALVATION

verse 5

 

If I were to put this in their proper order, salvation comes
before satisfaction.

 

Even when a person goes to church all of the time, there can be
no satisfaction without salvation!

 

 God is the God of our salvation!

 

There is no salvation, no deliverance from hell, and no
forgiveness of sin without God!

 

Salvation is something that comes straight from God!

 

1 Peter 1:2 is probably the clearest single verse on this

 

Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, through sanctification of the
Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood
of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.
(KJV)

 

God the Father planned our
salvation,

 

God the Son paid for our
salvation,

 

And God the Holy Ghost
produces our salvation!

 

 

Before God created anything, God the Father knew we would
sin and need to be saved.

 

It was there, prior to the formation of the heavens and the
earth, God planned out our salvation!

 

God's plan required blood to be shed for sins. Don't ask me
why, but I am sure that if there had been a better, easier way, God
would have used it!

 But the Bible says that without the shedding of blood
there is no remission, but it could not be just any blood, it had
to be perfect blood and there was none available except for Jesus
Christ

 So Jesus gave His own blood to pay for our
salvation!

 

And then, the Holy Ghost took the plan God made, and the
payment Christ gave, and applies it to all who will call upon God
and ask to be saved!

God the Holy Ghost produces our salvation

 

Salvation comes to us from God!

 

That is a wonderful thing to thank and praise God for!

 

But what if a person does not know God?

 

Their greatest need is to come to God and be saved!

 

Christian, HOW CAN WE SIT IDLY BY WHEN WE KNOW OF
PEOPLE WHO WILL NOT GO TO HEAVEN UNLESS SOMEONE GETS GOD'S MESSAGE
TO THEM?

 

The third key word in Psalm 65 is:

III. STRENGTH

verse 6

 

Of course the verse is speaking about the strength of God. And
that is a great place to find strength!

 

How many of us have known bullies in the past?

 

A bully is usually someone who has some size or strength, but
they use it to intimidate others and get what they want!

 

IMAGINE WHAT IT WOULD BE LIKE IF THE STRENGTH GOD
POSSESSES WAS POSSESSED BY A BULLY!

 

Praise
God that HIS STRENGTH IS ALWAYS USED FOR OUR
GOOD!

 

Thank
God He is a God of love and goodness!

 

Thank
God He is patient and longsuffering and not willing
that any should perish but that all should come to repentance!

 

The arm of the Lord is strong

 

AND HE ALWAYS USES HIS STRENGTH FOR OUR GOOD!

 

And of course,
God gives us HIS STRENGTH!

 



God wants us to have the power and the strength we need to overcome
sin in our lives,

 

To resist the devil and to fight the good fight of faith

 

And the strength necessary to win souls and make a difference in
this world for His glory

 

AND WE DON'T HAVE TO COME UP WITH THAT STRENGTH OURSELVES!

 

 God is as strong as is possible, And He wants us to serve
in His strength and not our own!

 

The fourth key word is:

IV. STILLETH

Verse 7

 

God's power has been used more than once to still the winds and
seas!

 

Mark 4:39

And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea,
Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there
was a great calm. (KJV)

 

I love the picture here!

 

Can you picture the scene as those disciples told Jesus about
the storm?

I can see them shaking in their boots! They thought they were
all about to die. The were troubled and afraid of the storm that
was going on.

 

Then Jesus stands and says Peace! Be still!

 

And I wonder if He was speaking to the winds and seas, or the
disciples!

 

When Jesus Says peace, be still, it doesn't just affect the
weather!

 

I remember John 14:27 where Jesus says

"Peace I leave with you. My peace I give
unto you; not as the world giveth give I unto you. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid."

 

Ps 23:2

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he
leadeth me beside the still waters. (KJV)

 

God stills the seas, AND WITH IT GIVES PEACE TO OUR SOULS!

 

Their is nothing better than knowing the peace of God which
passeth all understanding! Phil 4:7

 

You know why it passes understanding?

 

Because the world can't understand how we can have peace and
stillness in our lives when their are so many storms in the world
today!

 

Praise God for the peace and stillness HE places in the hearts
of His own!

 

Praise God that He can still the winds and seas if it is His
will, but that even when it isn't His will

 

He still calms and stills our souls!

 

Praise waiteth for thee o God!

 

Fifth key word is:

V. SETTLEST

verse 10

  The word here is one that means "to press down."

 

And, of course, the context is in that of farming.

 

  I didn't get a garden planted this year, but I know that
in previous years, whenever I planted the seeds for the garden

 

 We would first cut a furrow, then place the seeds in the
furrow, and finally we would cover the seeds and press the soil
down over them.

 

And that serves all kinds of purposes:

One, it protects the seeds from birds that
would rather eat them than wait for the crop.

Two, it provides an atmosphere that can more
readily hold in the moisture. The soil around the seeds serve to
help the seeds stay moist and not burn up and dry out in the
sun.

Three, the soil is also where the nutrition
resides for the plant that will grow out if it.

 

 I picture here, God doing that same thing!

 

I picture God's hands carefully pressing down the soil around
His people.

 

 That soil provides for us SECURITY!

 It is not we ourselves, but God whop protects us from the
predators of the saints!

 

 It provides STABILITY!

 God provides for us an environment that allows for our
growth. Enough heat to get us growing, but enough cool to keep us
from being destroyed.

 

 It provides SUSTENANCE!

  Can't you see how God provides all of the spiritual
nutrition we need top grow healthy and strong in the things of the
Lord!

 

The sixth key word is:

VI. SHOWERS

verse 10

 

Of course, whenever I think of the word showers and how it
relates to the Bible, the first thought that comes to my mind is
the song:

 

"There shall be showers of blessing this is the
promise of love!

There shall be seasons refreshing, sent from the
Saviour above.

Showers of blessing, showers of blessing we
need

Mercy drops round us are falling, but for the
showers we plead!"

 

There are two kinds of rain

Showers

and storms

 

I have never liked too much a storm

 

BUT I HAVE NO PROBLEMS WITH THOSE WONDERFUL SHOWERS!

 

A storm can wash away and erode the soil.

 

A shower slowly and tenderly moistens the soil and blesses the
plants.

 

  God seldom overruns us with blessings. Instead, He
usually slowly and methodically blesses us with just enough that we
know we are blessed,

     but not so much that we would forget
where those blessings are coming from,

 

The final key word is:

VII. SHOUT.

verse 13

  Whenever we praise God for how he satisfies and saves and
strengthens and stills and settles and showers,

 

THE ONLY THING LEFT TO DO IS SHOUT FOR JOY!

 

God has told us to make a joyful noise unto the Lord

 

To lift up our voices in praise to God!

 

What we learn in secret, we are to cry aloud from the
housetops!

 

Praise waiteth for thee, O God!

 

Christian CAN YOU SINCERELY AND ENTHUSIASTICALLY GIVE GOD THE
PRAISE HE DESERVES?

 

 When was the last time YOU had a time of nothing but
praise for God?

 

 When did you last shout for joy and cry aloud in praise to
the Lord?

 

Praise waiteth for God!

 

So tonight, let's not keep God waiting any longer for the praise
He is due!

 

Let's all come to this altar and bow down before the Lord and
give Him praise!

 










Chapter 20
Then I Restored That Which I Took Not Away


Psalms 69:1-4

 

The Psalm was written by King David, they say, about the time
that Adonijah, his fourth born son, tried to usurp his father's
authority and establish himself as the king after David.

 

David had already committed himself to place Solomon on the
throne, so when He learned that a celebration was being held to
crown Adonijah, David quickly had Solomon placed on David's own
mule and paraded through the streets and declared king in David's
stead.

 

The situation eventually led to the execution of Adonijah, who
never would accept that His brother Solomon was God's man for the
Throne!

 

David tells us in the Psalm that he was weary with crying and
that he was hated without a cause.

 

David's kingdom was the greatest time the nation of Israel has
ever known, yet it was a tumultuous time for David personally.
Especially in his own family.

 

David had one child who died at
birth,

another child raped by her
brother,

one son killed by a brother for the
rape,

one killed while leading a rebellion against his
father,

 and Adonijah, who was executed by his brother
for trying to take the kingdom from him!

 

In each case of rebellion against David, not only did his
children cause him problems, but many of his most faithful
followers deserted him in favor of his children's rebellion.

 

The Psalm is one where David pours his heart out in grief for
the trials he had suffered..

 

But it also pictures the things that Christ endured in order to
provide our salvation.

 

There has never been anyone who was hated more without reason
than Jesus Christ!

 

We will not take the time tonight to look at all of the
prophecies in this Psalm about the Lord, I just want to show one of
them to you, and then apply that truth that is found about the
Lord, to our own lives!

 

Notice the very last words of verse 4

 

"then I restored that which I took not
away."

 

Probably David was referring to the fact that he had to restore
the throne to Solomon, even though he was not the one who was
trying to take it away from him.

 

However, the phrase portrays wonderful what Christ did on the
Cross!

 

Even though He was hated without a cause, and even though He
suffered wrongfully while He was on the cross,

 

What Jesus did on the cross

Restored that which was taken from God!

 

1. JESUS RESTORED GOD'S MESSAGE!

 By the time Jesus came to this earth, the Jews had so
twisted and perverted the message of salvation found in the Bible
that it was nearly unrecognizable!

 

Jesus came exactly as the Old Testament had predicted he would,
yet the message of His coming had been so corrupted, that no one
even recognized who He was!

 

You would have thought that just by being born of a virgin, in
the city of Bethlehem, would have been enough to cause the whole
country to turn to follow Him!

 

But, you see, the Jews had so misled the people that they were
not expecting a baby in the manger, But a powerful political
figure!

 

The Jews had twisted the truth about living godly

 

They had placed their traditions above the Bible

 

And it took the death burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ to
straighten out the mess that the Jews had caused!

 

 It wasn't His fault that the Word of God had been so
perverted, but he restored it anyway!

 

2. CHRIST RESTORED GOD'S GLORY ON THE
CROSS.

 

   Sin had taken from God His rightful place of being
worshipped. People were worshipping anything and everything but God
by the time Jesus came!

 

The Jews were worshipping their religion and their nation.

 

The Romans were worshipping their Caesar.

 

The pagans were worshipping the rivers and the sun and the
groves of trees (rain forests).

 

 God was not being worshipped in spirit and in truth, and
Jesus, even though He was not the One who had taken away proper
worship endured what needed to be endured to restore God's
Glory!

 

3. JESUS HAD NOT TAKEN AWAY MAN'S RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD,
BUT HE RESTORED IT ANYWAY.

 

It was not Jesus' fault that Adam and Eve had sinned in the
garden.

 

Jesus had not tricked them into sinning, nor had Jesus ever once
in His eternal life done something to cause a man to give into
sin.

 

And yet Christ willing went to the cross, bore our sins, and
suffered to restore for us a relationship with God!

 

JUST THINK ABOUT THE MESS WE WOULD BE IN RIGHT NOW
IF CHRIST HAD STUBBORNLY (ALTHOUGH JUSTIFIABLY) REFUSED TO RESTORE
THESE THINGS BECAUSE HE HADN'T TAKEN THEM AWAY!

 

 We would have no hope of salvation!

 

We would be facing the awful and eternal torments of hell and
the lake of Fire, and we would have no way of repairing the breech
that had caused the problem!

 

Praise God that Jesus was willing to die for our sins,
even though He knew no sins!

 

Praise God that Jesus was willing to leave the glories
of heaven and for no reason other than love take the fashion of a
man!

 

Praise God that instead of destroying those that wanted
to take His life without cause, he endured the shame

 

Thank God THAT HE WAS WILLING TO RESTORE THAT WHICH HE HAD NOT
TAKE AWAY!

 

But now, let's take some time to consider how we ought to apply
that same type of action in our own lives.

 

 Let me suggest three things that we may not have taken
away, but in a Christ like spirit ought to seek to restore
anyway!

 

I. FORGIVE OTHERS EVEN BEFORE WE ARE ASKED TO AND ASK
FORGIVENESS EVEN IF WE WEREN'T WRONG!

 

Look at Matthew 18::21-22

 God's desire is that we be a forgiving people!  We
ought to be so quick to forgive that it is done before the person
we are forgiving even considers asking for it!

 

  I realize that forgiving does not always constitute
trusting a person. If someone steals from me, I will forgive him
for the theft, BUT I PROBABLY WON'T LET HIM ALONE WITH MY THINGS
AGAIN!

 

 Nevertheless, Jesus told us to forgive and forgive and
keep on forgiving!

 

Look at Matt 5:23-24

Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there
rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee;

Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first
be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.
(KJV)

 

  The importance of making things right with others is so
great that God says we can't really worship Him unless we have done
what we can to make things right with other people!

 

 So, if we are going to do as Christ did and restore that
which we took not away,

 

We are going to forgive those that haven't asked for
forgiveness, and we are going to make things right with people even
if we weren't specifically in the wrong!

 

 Look at another passage with me 1 Corinthians
6:7

 

Paul said that the things of God are so important, especially in
the church, that a person would do better to suffer wrongfully and
be defrauded rather than try to sue or in some other way get what
they think they deserve!

 

So in order to restore that we we did not take away, it will
mean we forgive even when we haven't yet asked for it, and that we
ask forgiveness even when we were not in the wrong.

 

II. LET'S WIN SOULS, AND SEEK TO RESTORE THE
BACKSLIDDEN, EVEN IF WE AREN'T THE CAUSE OF THEIR
CONDITION!

 

Whether we are speaking about the unsaved person who needs to be
introduced to a saving faith in Christ, or the backslidden
Christian who knows the Lord but isn't living right for Him, a case
can be made that it isn't our fault they are where they are!

 

 The majority of Christians take Cain's attitude, if not in
words, at least in actions, when he said

"Am I my brother's keeper?"

 

  God has clearly in the Word of God told us that we are
responsible for the spiritual well being of others!

 

And let me remind you of at least three reasons why we ought to
seek to restore another's condition before the Lord even if it
isn't out fault that they aren't right with Him!

 

1. Simply out
of concern!

Jude verses 22-23

 

  Good old compassion for others ought to be enough to
motivate us to restore that which we haven't personally taken
away!

 

 Paul said that the love of Christ constrained him, nearly
compelled him to reach out and try to rescue those around him for
the Lord!

 

2. Besides that, we are commanded

 Matthew 28:18-20

 Galatians 6:1

 

Whether we personally are the cause of the person's breech of
fellowship with God or not,

 

God has commanded us to make it our business to try to restore
that which we did not take away!

 

Paul said 2 Corinthians 5:18

That God had given him the ministry of reconciliation. God had
placed upon him the service of reconciling lost people to God!

 

3. And When we rescue those around us, we rinse their
blood off of our own hands.

Ezekiel:33:7-9

 

  God tells us that when we warn the lost of the error of
their way,  even if he does not turn right, we have delivered
our soul.

 

 However, if we refuse to warn them, then they will still
be in their sin, BUT GOD WILL REQUIRE THEIR BLOOD AT OUR HANDS!

 

 So we ought to do as Jesus did and restore that which we
did not take away!

 

III.  WE SUPPORT AND SEND MISSIONARIES TO WORK WITH
PEOPLE WE HAVE NEVER MET!

 

  Again. in the strictest sense we might be able to say
that we see no real need to send missionaries or try to get the
message of salvation to those who live somewhere we have never been
and probably we won't go to in this life!

 

 Our church right now supports missionaries in Papua New
Guinea, Germany, Philippines, Hong Kong, and many other parts of
the world!

 

We are seeking to win the souls of people who we have never and
will probably never see until we get to heaven!

 

  Missions is really living in the spirit of Psalms
69:4

 

Because we are working to restore that which we honestly did not
take away!

 

The reason for supporting missions is manifold:

 

1. So we can have fruit abounding to our
account.

 

2. To continue our soul winning efforts not only
locally, but around the world.

 

3.  And to have the heart of Christ, who was
himself a missionary.

 

In fact, God promises in the Bible to supply all the needs of
the person who supports missions!

 

Phil 4:18-19

But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of
Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a
sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.

But my God shall supply all your need according to his
riches in glory by Christ Jesus. (KJV)

 

While supporting missions, like all Christian work, should be
done through the local church, EVERY CHRISTIAN WOULD BE WISE TO
BECOME INVOLVED IN GIVING SOMETHING ABOVE THE TITHES, DESIGNATED
JUST TO MISSIONS!

 

David said, and we believe he was writting prophetically about
Jesus Christ,

 

"Then I restored that
which I took not away!"

 

The spirit of Christ not only seeks to restore that which we
personally had a part of  taking away, but also reaches out in
compassion to the undeserving, even to those who have hated us and
hurt us to restore for them those things that we did not take
away!

 

 The spirit of Christ doesn't seek to get even,

Love your enemies,

to bless them that curse you,

to do good to them that hate you,

to pray for those which despitefully use you and
persecute you!

 

 

Then I restored that which I took not away!

 










Chapter 21
How To Revover From Backsliding





Psalms 73:1-28

 The Psalmist, who is Asaph, a prophet in the days of
David, says

"Truly God is good to Israel…
"

 

 There are two separate ways to view this verse in the
context of the Psalm.

1. It could be that the psalmist was using this verse to
strengthen himself during a time of temptation.

 

 When he was contemplating backsliding, while he was going
through a time of spiritual trial.

 

 He used this thought to bolster his faith and keep right
with God.

 

Someone pointed out that:

 Job, when he was entering into such a
temptation, fixed for his principle the omniscience of God:
Times are not hidden from the Almighty, <Job
24:1>.

 Jeremiah's principle is the
justice of God: Righteous art thou, O God! when I plead
with thee, <Jer. 12:1>.

Habakkuk's principle is the
holiness of God: Thou art of purer eyes than to behold
iniquity, <Hab. 1:13>.

(from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

And that the Psalmist used the goodness of God to uphold him in
his time of temptation to fall away from God.

 

In those times when our faith wavers and we do not think we
understand God or why He is doing what He is doing, it is important
that we hold on to simple truths about God like these!

 

2. I prefer to think that this verse is
a summary verse of Psalm 73 and that the rest of the verse
is an explanation of how the Psalmist arrived at this
conclusion!

 

It is the practice of Jewish writing, and it is not uncommon in
the the Bible for the author to tell you what he is going to say
before he says it!

 

 I view this verse then, as the conclusion that the
Psalmist had personally arrived at, and the rest of the Psalm as
his explanation of the steps he had taken to arrive there.

 

And the Psalm is a prefect one to use in those times when we are
questioning God.

 

His goodness

His equity

His seeming lack of protection towards the saint in this
world!

 

In those times when we are close to giving up on God, this Psalm
steps in as one to encourage our faith once again!

 

Notice first

I. THE DOUBTINGS BEFORE IT.

 (Before coming to this conclusion.)

Verses 2-16

 

1. "As for me,
me feet were almost gone".

 

I was just about a "has been" in the things of God!

 

It wasn't too much farther before they would have
come to church and asked,

"Where is brother Asaph? He used to come so
faithfully and do so much for the Lord!"

 

It was close to that stage where the pastor would have had to
try to find words to tactfully say that he wasn't coming any more
without bad mouthing him.

 

One of the most difficult
things I think I do, is try to answer the
question,

"Where is brother so and
so?"

 

 I want to be honest with the faithful member, because I am
sure they are asking the question out of a genuine concern,

But at the same time,

I don't want to help spread an evil report about a backslidden
brother or sister!

 

The Bible says that love covereth a multitude of sins. Out of
love for that person, even in their backslidden condition, I would
just as soon not talk too much about their condition!

 

BESIDES THAT, THERE ARE
ENOUGH PEOPLE IN THE CHURCH THAT ENJOY TALKING GOSSIPING AND
TAILBITING, THAT I FIGURE THEY DO ENOUGH FOR THEM AND
ME!

 

An encouraging point in this Psalm is that the Psalmist sees
that he is almost there and does take steps to correct it!

 

May I beg you to do the same?

 

I do not know a Christian who doesn't once in a while think
about hanging up his Bible and going back to Egypt.

 

But I also know that Egypt has nothing but misery for the child
of God!

 

2. The reason
for backsliding can vary.

 

For the Psalmist the reason is found in verse 3

"I was envious at the foolish… "

 

 The Bible very often calls the unsaved person a foolish
person and one passage says that the fool hath said in his heart,
"There is no God."

 

Why would a believer be envious of the foolish, the
unbeliever?

 

A. "When I saw the prosperity of the
wicked."

 

I do not think I have ever met a Christian who has not
complained about this at some point!

 

Why do the unbelievers seem to have it so well on this earth and
the believers seem to have it so difficult?

 

You think of that Rich man and Lazarus of Luke 15.

 The one who is right with God suffers in this life and
the one who is not fairs sumptuously!

 

 And more often than not, that is the case!

 

Every once in a while you hear of a fella like Abraham who was
really wealthy here on earth, or a Solomon type whose fortunes are
immense, but who is a believer,

 

But that is not the common case, and I am not sure it is really
supposed to be!

 

****I do believe Christians can be the happiest people
on this earth.

****I do believe that Christians can have their prayers
answered and that there is something wrong if they do
not.

****I do believe that Christians ought to live this life
in almost constant victory.

 

But none of that means a life of ease!

 

The Bible promises that ALL who live godly in
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

 

Not only material persecution from the unsaved
around them.

 

But financial persecution from the world
system

 

spiritual persecution forces of Satan

 

And perhaps even physical persecution from the
devil himself, as Job suffered.

 

This world treats the unsaved more equitably because this world
belongs to the unsaved.

 

The prince of this world at this time is Satan, not
Jesus Christ.

 

While we can be salt in the world for good, usually being salt
carries a price.

 

Salt can preserve meat from
spoiling

BUT HAVE YOU EVER SEEN THE SALT RECOVERED AFTER IT
HAS PRESERVED THE MEAT?

 

No! It is sacrificed to the task!

 

Christian, we are to be a light in the world, we are to be a
preserving salt to hold back sin and corruption.

 

BUT IT IS GOING TO COST YOU IF YOU DO IT!

 

B. Pride compasseth them as a
chain.

verse 6

Not only does the ungodly person prosper in this world,

 

They like to flaunt
it!

 

 We
Christians are taught to be humble. Even if we
should do well in this world, we have been taught that we should
not show it off, not brag about it.

 

And here is that unsaved person, doing so much better than we
are doing in the world, AND THEY LIKE TO BRAG ABOUT IT!

 

Not only that,

 we as Christians are taught to share
what we do have with those who have less.

 

We will never get very far ahead in this worldly
goods department, because we have been taught that when we get
money, we ought to give it to those who have none, so when they
have some, they can give it to us when we have
none!

 

But the wicked person fairs so sumptuously, and instead of using
his wealth for the good of others, he uses it to gain more!

 

The Psalmist then says in verse 13;

"verily I
have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in
innocency."

 

In other words, living for God has profited me nothing!

 

 I have gone through it folks!

 

One of the most
humbling times of my whole life was when we were trying to buy a
house.

 

We would go to the real estate people and ask them to show us a
house, and of course they would want to help us find a house in our
price range, so they would ask how much I earned.

 

When I told them, they would scorn us out of the building!

 

One time I went
to one agent who had this work sheet to determine what kind of
payments a client could afford and then select the
range of houses from that.

 

When she got done, she said if she could find a house
for $10,000 she would call me!

 

For a while we had Marina Ray looking for
a house for us. Marina's husband was a member here and she and
Anita were pretty good friends, although she did not attend church
herself.

 

She tried to find a place that was in our price range but wasn't
too much of a dump.

 

One day, after looking at a place that was in a bad neighborhood
and that I just could not move my family to, I apologized to marina
for the trouble we were putting her through, I'll never forget her
comment;

"That's all right pastor, I realize that you have made a
choice to live in a way that does not put income
first!"

 

While she meant it well, it cut me to the bone because i felt
like I had made a choice that meant I could not provide well for my
wife and children!

 

NOTHING WAS HARDER FOR ME THAN TO GO TO MY BROTHER'S HOUSE ,
OR ANITA'S NIECE AND NEPHEW'S, AND STAY THE NIGHT IN THEIR NICE
HOMES.

 

I would literally lay awake at night and have to think,

 

"I could have these things, if I had ignored God's call to the
ministry!"

 

I felt exactly like the Psalmist in verse 16.

It was painful for me to think about those
things.

 

The truth is, while God does bless,
this world is a much more difficult place for the godly to
navigate through than the ungodly, BECAUSE THIS THE THE
HOME OF THE UNGODLY, AND IT IS NOT THE HOME OF THE GODLY!

 

Secondly, the Psalmist tells us

II. THE WAY OUT OF IT.

(His doubtings, and how to come to the conclusion that God is
good!)

Verse 17-22

 

1. IT HAPPENED
IN THE SANCTUARY OF GOD

 

Isn't it true that often, the thing we need the most is the one
thing we won't take?

 

When a person is out of fellowship with God, the thing he needs
the most is to be with God!

 

When a person is about to backslide, he needs to go to church
more and more often,

 

THE FARTHER YOU FEEL FROM GOD, THE
MORE YOU OUGHT TO BE AT CHURCH!

 

I believe it with all of my heart!

 

I think a there are times when a person ought to make sure he is
at the church every single day of the week!

 

He may need to come by and pray, or help clean up something, do
some form of service for the Lord!

 

When you don't feel like you want to be at church

FORCE YOURSELF TO BE THERE!

 

2. THEN
UNDERSTOOD I THEIR END

 

It was in the sanctuary that he was reminded and instructed of
the difference between the saved and the unsaved.

 

Contrary to popular Charismatic preachers like Hagin and Benny
Hinn, and that bunch,

 

God's goal is not to make
us prosperous in this life, BUT UNLIMITEDLY PROSPEROUS IN THE
NEXT!

 

Jesus told us not to lay up for ourselves treasures on earth,
but to lay up treasures in heaven!

 

You see, the unjust man may fair sumptuously on this earth, but
in the next, THE RIGHTEOUS WILL BE COMFORTED AND THE UNGODLY
TORMENTED,

 

And this life is a drop in the bucket
compared to how long the next lasts!

 

 

Even when that wicked person is a backslidden
Christian, who has desired the things of this world more than the
things of Christ,

 

Although they will go to heaven, THOSE WHO HAVE THE GREATEST
REWARDS THROUGHOUT ETERNITY ARE THOSE THAT

SACRIFICED THE MOST THROUGHOUT THIS LIFE.

 

So they
will be in heaven, but they will be the one's who do without in
glory!

 

They will do without a "well
done" from the Lord

 

They will do without crowns
for service

 

They will do without the "gold silver
and precious stones" of

1 Cor 3

 

They will do without  a position
of leadership for the Lord

 

AND THEY WILL
DO WITHOUT THEM FOREVER!

 

So we look at those people and see how they fair so well in this
life, and instead of being envious

 

We ought to be like the Psalmist was in verse 21

3. THEN MY
HEART WAS GRIEVED,

 and I was pricked in my reins.

 

There are two reasons for that grief:

 

A. BECAUSE OF THE NEED OF THE UNRIGHTEOUS TO GET
RIGHT!

 

 Folks, if God could save us

 

THEN THERE IS NO REASON WHY THEY OUGHT NOT BE
SAVED TOO!

 

It would take a heart more violent and cruel than the most
ungodly of sinners

 

To wish an eternity of hell on any man!

 

And not to be grieved that there are people who go there!

 

But there is a second reason for the grief, the Psalmist
expressed it in verse 22

B. SO FOOLISH WAS I,

and ignorant, I was like a beast before thee.

 

When a Christian backslides and envies the foolish, WE IN
ACTUALITY ARE AS WICKED, UNGODLY AND FOOLISH AS THEY!

 

"The fool hath said in their heart there is no God."

 

And although we may not say it with our mouths, we are acting
just as if we believed there is no God when we envy the
ungodly!

 

Finally tonight we see;

III. THE INSTRUCTIONS FROM IT.

( The trial that the Psalmist went through and how it brought
him to conclude that God is good.)

Verses 23-28

 

There are three lessons the Psalmist learned that he relates to
us at the end of the Psalm:

 

1. "I am
continually with thee… "

verse 23

 

 There needs to be a commitment made int he heart of every
Christian that says, no matter what my eyes see and my flesh
thinks,

 

BY THE GRACE OF GOD, I WILL NOT LEAVE GOD!

 

Jesus said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee. We ought
to follow the example of the Saviour and say the same to HIM!

 

2. Thou shalt
guide me with thy counsel…

And afterward receive me to glory.

Verse 24

 

Up to this point, the Psalmist was coming up with his own
wisdom.

 

He was looking around at the wicked and coming to his own
conclusions about them.

 

All he could see was their prosperity

Their comforts,

their pride,

their violence,

their words.

 

And since he could not yet see the bigger picture, his
conclusion was, "I have cleanse my heart in vain.."

 

But after he had gone to the house of God and
gotten some counsel from the Lord,  he understood
their end.

 

So now, after learning this lesson he says in effect,

 

"God, from now on, until I get to heaven, I think I will just
follow your lead!"

 

Instead of coming up with his own thoughts, from now on, he will
just let God lead him.

 

3. My flesh and heart
faileth, but God
is the strength of my heart and my portion for
ever.

Verse 26

 

He was wise enough to know that as long as he was on this earth,
there would be other times when he began to falter.

 

So he was committing himself to find his strength from now on in
the Lord!

 

Truly,God is good!

 

In this world we may suffer trouble, BUT GOD IS GOOD AND HAS
GOOD IN STORE FOR US!

 

When you go through times of temptation, when you feel almost
like just giving up,

 

THAT TRUTH IS THE KEY… GOD IS GOOD!

 

And just maybe this Psalm, and this message will be a help to
you to get your feet back on solid spiritual ground the next time
you feel them slipping!

 










Chapter 22
Open Thy Mouth Wide and I Will Fill It





Psalm 81:1-16

 

 The Psalm we have was one that is said to have been
written specifically to use to sing at the solemn days in the
Temple.

 

 It is a Psalm of instruction as well as praise.

 

 It is a psalm of confession, as well as exhortation to
right actions.

 

The main verse of the Psalm, I believe, is verse 10 where God
says;

"Open they mouth wide and I will fill it… "

 

And there are three sections I want to point out to you from
this Psalm.

 

I. WHAT GOD HAS DONE!

verses 5-7

 

Again, this is a Psalm of Praise, but the writer, under
inspiration, is transported out of the passage and begins to speak,
not as a man about God (as he had done in the first few verses),
but as God, to man.

 

God is pleased to use people as the instruments by which He
communicates His Word!

 

Today, a preacher does not become inspired in the sense of
getting new revelation from the Lord.

 

Our sole authority foundation in preaching is the Bible.

 

But there are times, when you know that God has gotten hold of
you and used you in a unique way.

 

 I am in awe sometimes of how God leads me to preach on
certain things, and say things that, after the message is over I
find out, IS EXACTLY THE MESSAGE A PARTICULAR INDIVIDUAL IS IN NEED
OF!

 

  There ought to be significant amounts of
our time spent reflecting upon what God has done, not only in our
lives, but in the lives of others!

 

 The study of history, both ancient, and even history just
barely passed, is a well spring of reasons to praise God!

 

 Israel was instructed to spend time singing about, reading
about, writing about, and teaching their children about what God
had done in Israel's past.

 

 And there are three of those amazing things mentioned in
this Psalm

 

1. God removed
the Jews from the burden of Egyptian slavery.

Verses 5-6

 

 This is one of the most significant events in all of
Jewish history.

 

 Many of the Jewish customs and religious ceremonies that
God gave to them later was to celebrate this very event!

 

Israel had spend 430 years in Egyptian slavery. It was a time
when they were in a strange land.

They dwelt among people who spoke a strange language
(one that the most of them could not understand).

They were involved in a strange occupation.

And they beheld the worship of strange
gods.

 

Israel left Egyptian slavery, not after an uprising and
revolution.

 

But after God had intervened in the palace of Pharaoh.

 

And Israel left the land, not as impoverished people, but with
multitudes of cattle and sheep.

 

AND EVEN GOLD AND SILVER GIVEN TO THEM BY THE EGYPTIANS!

 

It would have been difficult to view their deliverance from
Egypt as anything but supernatural!

 

God's delivering of the Jews from Egypt tells us of His power
over the nations of the earth.

 

2. God brought them through the Red
Sea!

Verse 7

 

The  secret place of thunder is thought to be the pillar of
fire that God represented Himself in during the night and the
pillar of cloud that he represented Himself in during the day.

 

God used His own presence to come between the Egyptians and the
Israelites. the cloud that represented God became something that
caused darkness for the Egyptians, but light for the
Israelites.

 

 Then Moses stretched out the rod that God had given to him
and God parted the waters on either side so they were like great
walls!

 

And the Jews crossed that sea bed on dry ground, with the waters
on both sides.

 

 Some little boy went to
a liberal church where the Sunday School teacher told him that the
place where the Jews crosses was only a few inches deep and all
that happened was God caused a wind that dried up that little bit
of water.

 

The boy began to clap his
hands and say HALLELUJAH, AMEN!!

 

And the teacher asked, "Son
what are you getting so excited about?"

 

The boy said, "Well that is
even a greater miracle than the parting of the Red Sea, how God
drowned that whole Egyptian army in just a few inches of
water!"

 

God's parting of the Red Sea tells us of God's power over
nature. He can brake all the laws of hydrodynamics if He chooses
to!

 

3. God put up
with their complaining.

Verse 7

 

Meribah means contention or strife.

 The reference goes back to Exodus 17:1-7
where the people had no water and they blamed Moses for it!

 

 There is an interesting statement made at the bottom of
verse 7 where God says they tempted him saying;

"Is the Lord among us or not?"

 

 Just because they had no water, they questioned whether
God was even really there!

 

There are two lesson learned from this passage.

 

Number one,
GOD'S ABILITY TO SUPPLY!

 

There is no need that we can ever have that God cannot
abundantly provide!

 

Number two, GOD
AMAZING MERCY!

 

 He could, if He had chosen, annihilated Israel from the
face of the earth!

 

 God is so good!  He not only puts up with out belly
aching and complaining, HE EVEN BLESSES US DESPITE THEM!

 

I know these three examples of things God has done all happened
a very long time ago, and that they related primarily to
Israel.

 

But I also know that every one of us can look
back, (if we have been saved any length of time at
all),

and see how God has proven Himself more powerful than
the nations of the earth and the forces of nature,

 

And recall times when He has blessed us EVEN WHEN WE
KNEW WE DID NOT DESERVE IT!

 

The second section is

II. WHAT GOD CAN DO.

Verse 8-10

 

While it is good to spend quality time recalling what God has
done.

 

It is essential that we also consider what God can do!

 

In verse 8 God says

hear and hearken!

 

Pay attention folks!

listen to what I am about to say!

 

And then we have the key verse

 

"Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it!"

 

There are two things I think of when I read those words.

 

1. HUMILITY!

Open thy mouth wide!

 

I picture here a man with his mouth as wide open as he can get
it—LOOKING UP TO HEAVEN!

 

It is almost a ridiculous picture.

 

Someone walks up to him and asks, "What are you doing!?"

 

And he, not willing to look down, nor to close his mouth lest he
miss the blessing says,"

 

(Say it with my mouth wide open!)

"I am waiting for God to fill my mouth!"

 

This world thinks it is ridiculous that we wait upon the
Lord!

 

And there are times when we Christians fell kind of conspicuous
as we lean upon and live for God!

 

Hebrews says we are made a gazing stock for the world
(10:33)

 

They look at us and they mock and laugh and reproach
us!

 

They scorn and scoff not only our beliefs, but our
lifestyles!

 

And whether we are
blessed or not many times depends upon whether we allow the world
to embarrass us into closing our mouths!

 

I do not believe the average Christian ever even opens his
mouth!

 

He doesn't have to!

 

At the Youth Conference Thursday night I heard Dr. Charles
Davis, the President of Trinity Baptist College in Jacksonville
tell the story of one of their students.

 

Most Bible college students are forced to live by faith.

This one student was facing a
Thanksgiving without the means to buy a Turkey. He and his wife
felt like they should pray and ask God to provide for
them.

 

He left that little time of
prayer with his wife and went to college, where the very first
student he saw called him over and said, "My boss gave me two
turkeys for Thanksgiving so my wife and I prayed about it and felt
like we ought to offer one of them to you.!"

 

The fella was so excited he
could hardly stand it!

 

He took the Turkey home,
anxious to tell his wife how God had answered their prayers, but
when he got to his house, he noticed a box by the front door, and
in it was A TURKEY!

 

Now, he could hardly contain
himself!

 

he took the two turkeys
inside and he and his wife had a shoutin' fit!

 

But then he went to work that
evening, and his boss called him over AND GAVE HIM ANOTHER TURKEY
FOR THANKSGIVING!

 

The student told the boss he had prayed and afraid God
had opened the window of heaven so wide, He was going to give all
the turkeys God made that year just to him!

 

We have it too good! We very seldom get to be blessed like
that!

 

I also note

2. FAITH!

 

God not only says to open your mouth, but open your mouth
WIDE!

 

That means we expect something big to happen!

 

The truth is, MOST OF US EXPECT TOO LITTLE FROM
GOD!

 

We never dream big, or pray big!

 

I am not talking about asking God for big things
that we can consume upon our own lusts

 

I am talking about asking big things from God so we can
accomplish big things for God!

 

I am asking God to give us a new building!

 

I believe that God can give us the means to build a new
building back here that will seat many more people (250-300). I
believe we can build it almost, if not totally debt
free!

 

And I believe we can do it within the next few years!

 

And someone will ask, BUT WHY?

 

We are happy here.

 

We are paid off here.

 

We have a good group of folks here.

 

WHY SPOIL A GOOD THING?

 

And the answer is BECAUSE GOD DID NOT CALL US TO enter the
ministry and ask Him to bless me until we had a good thing!

 

God called US to enter the ministry and WORK TO WIN AS
MANY SOULS AS WE COULD AND TO BUILD AS BIG OF A CHURCH AS WE CAN
GET BUILT (number of people, not size of building!)

 

 I my view of the ministry, I see no alternative rather
than to grow bigger!

 

God has filled my mouth with good things. BUT IT IS ABOUT TIME
TO OPEN MY MOUTH WIDER!

 

Oh how sorry I feel for the Christian who has no vision
for bigger things!

 

How sorry I feel for the Christian who has allowed his
life to become wrapped up in just making a living and surviving
this life until we all get to heaven!

 

There is a thrill and excitement about serving God and allowing
Him to pour to us blessings in his service!

 

 But you have to be willing to open your mouth wide!

 

You have to be willing to be made a gazing stock for the
Lord!

 

 And you have to be willing to stretch your faith and dream
big things from the Lord!

 

This Psalm is one of confession as much as anything else, so we
learn how Israel refused to hear and hearken and so lost the
blessings.

 

Which is the last point of this message:

III. WHAT IS LOST TO US.

Because we fail to open our mouths wide

Verses 11-16

 

1. We loose God's counsel and guidance.

vs 12

 

God gave them up to their own heart's lust and they had to walk
in their own counsels.

 

That is exactly where the bulk of Christianity is today!

 

Christians have lost from God his counsel and
guidance!

 

Most are doing their own thing!

 

Not paying attention any more to the Word of God!

 

Not clearly obeying the Scriptures.

 

And, most today don't even have the real
Bible!

 

They have given away their Bibles and taken as a substitute the
modern versions.

 

Which, by their own admission is not the Word of God, but only
what their best scholars have determined is close to the Word of
God!

 

2. Many have lost God's protection and
power.

vs. 14

 

I have seen in my own ministry how God can turn his hand against
my adversaries!

 

I have never had to take a measure against those that have taken
stands against me!

 

God does it for me!

 

Oh, I have had to confront them for their sins.

 

But I have never had to protect myself!

 

People come up to me and tell me what folks are saying about
me!

 

They wonder what I will do to protect myself.  But so far
anyway, I have not had to protect myself, God has turned his hand
against them, and I am confident He will continue to do that!

 

So many people have lost peace in their lives because they have
lost God's protection and power!

 

3. They lost God's Authority and
preservation

vs 15

 

When god is blessing, those that hate God and hate God's people
often submit themselves to us!

 

I mean by that they either get saved, or they recognize our
place with God and submit to it!

 

Many Christians have lost their ability to win souls because
they don't have spiritual authority from God anymore!

 

They live their lives their own way, they do not open their
mouths wide and live just for God

 

And they can't win souls to Christ!

 

4. They had lost God's supply and
satisfaction.

vs 16

 

 Oh listen, when God supplies HE SUPPLIES WELL!

 

And his supply always satisfies!

 

When we supply for ourselves, we may think we have more, BUT WE
AREN'T SATISFIED WITH IT!

 

God says, "Open they mouth wide and I will fill it!"

 

He is not offering here the chance to ask for things you can
consume upon your own lusts.

 

He is inviting you and I to get in on the work of the Lord and
to be used of him.

 

And to be a channel through which He can pour our blessings!

 

That's when he gives counsel and guidance through life!

 

That's when He gives protection and power from our
adversaries.

 

That's when he gives authority to win souls and do something
that will last forever.

 

And that's when He supplies and we are satisfied!

 










Chapter 23
Make A Well





Psalms 84:1-12

 

This Psalm was written by King David, they say, when his son
Absalom had driven him from his throne and while he was in the
wilderness.

 

It is a Psalm which expresses David's love for the house of the
Lord!

 

The word amiable means pleasant. David says being in God's house
is SUCH A PLEASANT EXPERIENCE!

 

He longed to be able to back to the courts of the Lord and spend
time there!

 

Just as an observation, it is sometimes not until we have been
forced in some way not to be able to attend church that we come to
the place where we really love the house of God!

 

We often do not appreciate the Bible, until the Bible is somehow
taken away from us!

 

Often when I open my Bible, I reflect back to 1985. I had come
here to Astoria to start the church and had to take a job to pay
for my family to be able to stay here. The job was 10 hours a day
four days a week, so I used Friday and Saturday as my studying and
soulwinning days. And we did ok!

 

After a while, I was able to quit the job and spend my full time
in the work of the Lord, and I can tell you, THE BIBLE WAS MORE
PRECIOUS TO ME THEN THAN I CAN DESCRIBE!

 

I think about that many times when I open the Bible these days,
how precious the Bible was to me, because for so long I had not
been able to spend the amount of time I was allowed then to
spend.

 

So David, who is at this point forced away from the house of God
is telling abut how much the house of the Lord means to him!

 

But I want to draw your attention to verse 6.

 

One of the best verses in all of the Bible I think, and yet one
that is very easily missed unless you have a little understanding
of the land of Israel.

 

It says, "Who, passing through the valley of Baca, make it a
well."

 

The Valley of Baca is a valley in Palestine, some think might
have been the valley of Rephaim.

 

It is a dry and sandy desert type valley.

And it was not uncommon for a person, when he was going through
that dry valley, to dig a well, the well of course would provide
water for the person who dug the well,

 

But it also served to provide water for the next person who went
through that valley.

 

The word Baca means weeping.

 

So here is what David said. "When you go through a valley of
sorrow and weeping. When you hit one of those low points in your
life.

 

DIG A WELL THAT NOT ONLY HELPS YOU, BUT THOSE THAT FOLLOW AFTER
YOU!

 

Folks. this is a great piece of advice! In those lowest times of
your life. USE THE TIME TO MAKE A WELL TO BLESS OTHERS!

 

And, by the way, YOU WILL BE BLESSED AS WELL!

 

I what to point out to you tonight that some of the best things
we have were given to us by those, who when they were in the valley
of sorrow, dug a well for us!

 

I. The United States of America is a land
provided to us by those who, while passing through a valley of deep
sorrow, made a well!

 

1. Our country was inhabited, primarily at first, by men
and women who had suffered such terrible persecution for there
faith, that they came here JUST TO BE ABLE TO WORSHIP GOD
ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN CONVICTIONS!

 

And of course, they went through the valley of Baca, a valley of
sorrow in their home land through the persecutions.

 

But they also experienced a valley of Baca right here! As
hundreds of them died from cold and hunger in those early days!

 

We are in the month where we celebrate Thanksgiving. A holiday
whose very foundation comes from those who passed through the
valley of Baca, but instead of giving up and becoming selfish, MADE
A WELL FOR OTHERS!

 

2. And then, when you study out our countries
history, you learn that, while most of the earliest settlers were
here to escape religious persecution, and so they could worship God
the way they saw it from the Bible.

 Many of them were just as cruel to others who
worshiped differently than they did, whenever they established
their own cities and counties in this land.

 

History records how the pilgrims and puritans both, persecuted
the Baptists that were here, because the Baptists baptized by
immersion, after salvation, and would not accept the Puritan
baptisms!

 

It was not until this county's constitution was framed that the
Baptists were able to influence men like Thomas Jefferson to
include in the constitution, the provision of freedom of
conscience! The right to worship God according to a person's own
conscience without fear of persecution!

 

The Baptists of that day suffered great and terrible
persecutions in this country!

 

As far as I am aware, no Baptist was martyred in the new
continent. But there were counties that had laws that if Baptists
were caught, they were to be hanged!

 

You know what the Baptists did?

 

While they were passing through that valley of Baca, they made a
well!

 

3. Then came the days of the Revolutionary
war.

 

The British were causing the people who lived here to suffer
just because they lived here. the valley of Baca, of weeping,
eventually became so severe that the Patriots saw no choice but to
fight for their independence.

 

And many of them suffered and sacrificed terribly. Even bunches
of them died.

 

To dig a well in their valley of Baca!

 

To make things better for those who came after them!

 

Our country is here tonight! We enjoy the freedoms and the
blessings we have this evening because there were people before us,
who, when they passed through the valley of Baca, the valley of
weeping. Who when they suffered, made a well for those who would
come along after them!

 

II. JOHN BUNYON WAS A MAN WHO, WHEN PASSING THROUGH THE
VALLEY OF BACA, MADE A WELL!

 

Bunyon was a Baptist preacher in England in 1660. Charles II was
on the throne, and he had introduced laws that led to the deaths of
multitudes of Baptists.

 

Bunyon's first wife became sick and died, leaving him with four
children, one of them blind.  Bunyon married again  to a
woman who herself turned out to be of heroic character.

 

On November 12 1660, Bunyon was arrested and put in prison for
preaching without a license from the government. After being in
jail for about seven weeks, he was brought before the court and
convicted for preaching without the state license.

 

The judge ordered him to be placed in prison for three months.
That three month sentence stretched out for twelve years, 
Bunyon described the separation from his wife and children as:

 

"the pulling of flesh from the bones. I saw I was as
a man who was pulling down his house upon the head of his wife and
children."

 

Writing about his blind daughter, he said,

 

"Oh the thought of the hardships I thought my poor
blind one might go under, would break my heart to
pieces."

 

 He was going through the valley of Baca, the valley of
weeping!

 

But, instead of sitting in the cell whining over the trials,
Bunyon used it to make a well!

 

While in that cell.  With only his Bible and a copy of
Foxes book of Martyrs,

 

Bunyon wrote, The Holy City, Christian Behaviour,
The

Resurrection of the Dead, Grace Abounding to the Chief of
Sinners, and Pilgrim's
Progress, which for centuries sold more copies than
any other book but the Bible!

 

Bunyon used the valley of Baca to make a well!

 

By the way, using hind sight, it is very possible that Bunyon's
prison stay served to save his life because multitudes of Baptist
preachers were martyred during those years he was in prison!

 

III. FANNY CROSPBY USED BLINDNESS TO MAKE A WELL AND
COMPOSE SOME OF THE MOST LOVED HYMNS OF ALL TIME!

 

 Fanny Crosby was not born blind. When she was a child, a
doctor used the wrong type of medicine on her which caused her to
go blind.

 

 As far as I know, her parents did not sue the doctor.

 

 Nor did she ever complain about the affliction in her
lifetime.

 

What she did do is use the affliction to draw closer to the
Lord, and to use that higher sensitivity to compose hymns and
spiritual songs.

 

Fanny Crosby wrote at least 17 of the hymns in our hymnal,
including:

 

He hideth my Soul;

I am thine O Lord;

Redeemed how I love to proclaim it;

All the Way My Saviour Leads Me;

To God be the Glory;

Tell me the Story of Jesus; and

Rescue the Perishing.

 

She passed through the valley of Baca, and made a well!

 

IV. ELIZABETH ELLIOT USED THE DEATH OF HER HUSBAND TO
MAKE A WELL!

 

Jim and Elizabeth Elliot went to South America in the early
1950's as missionaries to the native peoples down there.

 

Her husband, along with four other missionaries attempted an
heroic attempt to reach and witness to the Auca Indians. A tribe of
Indians who were well known for their savage treatment of
strangers.

 

No white man had ever met an Auca and lived!

 

Jim Elliot, and the others made a camp along a river bed and
flew a plane daily over the Auca village inviting them to come and
see them at the camp.

 

Each day there, they would call back to their wives by way of
radio at set times.

 

Then came the day when the five did not call back at the
appointed time!

 

When the rescue party found them, their camp was destroyed, the
plane had been torn to shreds, and all five were dead floating in
the river.

 

Nate Saint had a spear through him on which the Auca Indians had
fastened his picture (they had dropped pictures of the team members
down to the Indians by plane).

 

That must have been one of the most difficult experiences
Elizabeth Elliot has ever known!

 

Yet, when the story of their deaths reached the United States,
instead of causing young people to fear surrender to missions,
young men and women surrendered to missions by the hundreds!

 

And Elizabeth Elliot was privileged later to move into the Auca
camp and actually led to Christ the very men who had killed her
husband!

 

Elizabeth Elliot still writes books which are some of the best
around!

 

She went through the valley of weeping AND MADE A WELL!

 

But let me also show you that Bible Characters also went through
that valley and made wells!

 

V. PAUL USED HIS PRISON EXPERIENCES TO MAKE A
WELL!

Phil 1:12

12          
But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which
happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the
gospel; (KJV)

 

Because of Paul's capture, he was allowed , first, to witness to
men in King's palaces.

 

Felix,

Herod,

Festus,

 

All important Roman leaders.

 

He was able to witness to captains in the military and to who
knows how many soldiers.

 

Paul was taken to Rome, where he witnessed to every one from
Roman officials, to slaves.

 

It is believed that many of those people Paul led to Christ
while in Roman imprisonment, travelled the known world of the day,
preaching Jesus Christ, and establishing churches.

 

And most importantly it was during the imprisonment years of
Paul that he wrote what was to become almost half of the New
Testament.

 

Ephesians, Philippians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, and Philemon,
were all written from Prison.

 

I am sure that Paul would have rather been free. He even writes
and requests that people pray for his release. But Paul did not let
his valley of weeping and sorrow to so depress him that he could
not be used of the Lord.

 

Paul used his valley of Baca to make a well that brings blessing
to us even this 1900 years later!

 

VI. APOSTLE JOHN USED HIS EXILE ON THE ISLE OF PATMOS TO
MAKE A WELL!

Rev 1:9,10


9             
I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and
in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that
is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of
Jesus Christ. (KJV)

10           I
was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great
voice, as of a trumpet, (KJV)

 

Did you notice that John, instead of being upset about his
exile, WAS IN THE SPIRIT ON THE LORD'S DAY?

 

Because John was willing to worship and get in tune with God
even while in exile, he was blessed to receive the Revelation which
says of itself

 

Rev 1:3


3             
Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the
words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written
therein: for the time is at hand. (KJV)

 

Finally tonight

VII. JESUS USED THE CROSS TO MAKE A WELL!

 

Anyone who knows anything about the Bible knows that Jesus did
not have to go through the suffering He endured on the Cross!

 

As God, He had the power at any time to call the whole thing
off.

 

You think of anything that could be described as a valley of
weeping, the Cross of Calvary was that!

 

And yet, Jesus endured that suffering and used it to make for us
a well!

 

In fact it is literally through the Cross that He offers to us
Salvation

 

He did not grow angry about what was happening, He prayed,
Father forgive them, they know not what they do!

 

He went through one of the most difficult things anyone could
ever suffer

 

AND HE USED IT TO PURCHASE FOR US FORGIVENESS OF SINS AND A HOME
IN HEAVEN!

 

When He passed through the valley of Baca, HE MADE A WELL AND
ANYONE WHO DRINKS FROM IT NEVER THIRSTS AGAIN!

 

Let me wrap up this message this way:

All of us go through a valley of Baca sometime! We all know
times of suffering, times of sadness, times of hardships and
weeping!

 

Sometimes we go through that valley just because we are human
beings and suffering is a part of life on this planet.

Sometimes we go through that valley because of things we did to
ourselves, it is our fault we are passing through it and we know
it.

At other times we go through the Valley of weeping unfairly. We
are there through no fault of our own, it is someone else's fault
and in fact, they deserve to go through the valley not us, but we
are the ones there!

 

When ever we pass through the valley of Baca, for whatever
reason, we have two choices of how to deal with it:

 

We can become bitter and angry about it.

 

Or we can make a well for the next person!

 

We can complain and cry about our troubles, Or we can use the
experience to be a blessing and comfort for someone else!

 

You'll discover that those who God has used the most through
life, are those who allowed God to use them in the valley of
Baca!

 

No on is ever really used of God who never travels through that
valley.

 

And very few are ever used of God, who are not used while they
are in the valley of weeping!

 

The next time YOU pass through the valley of BACA what are YOU
going to do?

 

Are you going to endure it?

Complain about it?

Or make a well while you are in it?

 










Chapter 24
Like A Cedar


Psalm 92:1-15

 

 Matthew Henry says this Psalm was written by King David
probably for the express purpose of use in the worship services of
Israel.

 

 David wrote a good many Psalms for personal reasons.

 

Some of the Psalms were written during sad times of his life the
Psalm was used by David as a release as he would pour out his heart
through the pen.

 

Other Psalms were written by David to express his love and
thanksgiving to the Lord. God had blessed him so much that he had
to find some way to get that blessing out and he would again turn
to his pen as a means of expressing what was going on inside
him!

 

 I doubt in many cases that it was David's
intention for his Psalms to be used publicly.

 

 I am a
firm believer that we Christians ought to
write!

 

I think we
ought to write a journal. Just as a chronicle of what is taking
place in our lives. Sometimes when we write
down what is going on in our lives, we get fresh insight as to the
directions we ought to go and so forth!

 

 I think we ought to write poetry and
Psalms as a means of pouring out our souls.
When we are filled with emotions, poetry is a great way of get
those emotions off our chest! You don't have to be a great writer
to write poetry! It breaks all the rules anyway!

 

And often when we read the poetry we have written, we again find
an insight about what is going on in our hearts!

 

I even think it is good to write down our prayers sometimes! I
think it can be helpful to discipline our prayer lives by writing
down what we are praying as we are praying! At least, it is
difficult to fall asleep in prayer when we are writing it down!

 

And in some cases, those things written down for personal
benefit have been discovered later and have turned into a blessing
for others!

 

David wrote several of the psalms for personal benefit, but they
were later placed within the pages of the Scriptures and bless us
to this day!

 

George Washington made a habit of writing down his prayers every
morning and every evening. I have read portions of those prayer
journals of George Washington and have found them to be really
inspirational!

 

(By he way, did you know that George Washington was
Baptized by a Baptist preacher George Gano? Gano served as a
chaplain in the Continental Army under George Washington. during
Revolutionary war, Gano convinced Washington that Scriptural
baptism was Baptist baptism and Washington presented himself and
was baptized as Baptist during the war!)

 

Some of David's
Psalms were written for his personal benefit, but
turned out to be part of God's plan to be a blessing to the
world.

 

On other
occasions, David wrote for the purpose of blessing
others!

 

Let me tell you, there is nothing that has the power of
blessing others as much as the printed page
(except the preaching of God's Word!)

 

There may not be any way you can be as much of a blessing to
others as when you distribute to them the written Word, whether it
be the Bible, or a godly person's thoughts on the bible!

 

That is why the devil uses the printed page so much!

 

The Jehovah's Witnesses, the Mormons, and the
Seventh Day Adventists all print huge quantities of material,
knowing it is effective in getting their views
across!

 

I was at a meeting the other day with Brother Rod where a
preacher I respect a great deal made the comment that liberal
doctrines are spread most quickly through the printed page!

 

That served to encourage me of how
important it is that good men produce good material on the printed
page!

 

You begin by writing for your personal benefit, and later, God
may direct that you write for the benefit of others. There is none
of us here tonight who couldn't be used that way if God
directed!

  We need to get our eyes off the littleness of ourselves
and see the potential of being used of God for great things!

 

(It might even be that God will use what you wrote
just for yourself to be a help to other people!)

 

   I am going to center the message this evening out
of verses 12-15 of Psalms 92.

 

   It wasn't long ago that I preached a message about
the fact that God's Word uses trees to picture people.

 

 Sometimes the trees picture unsaved people.

 

Others, and most often, Scriptures use trees to picture people
who are right with God.

 

And that is the way trees are used in this passage.

 

It begins:

" The RIGHTEOUS shall flourish like a palm tree… "

 

So let me give you the three key points I find in these
verses:

 

I. HOW THE RIGHTEOUS FLOURISH.

Verse 12

  The righteous person is one who is made right
through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

There is no amount of good works that we can do that will give
us a righteous standing before God!

 

Jesus told his disciples that except their righteousness
exceed the righteousness of the Pharisees there was no way
they would enter the kingdom of God.

 

The Pharisees were the most "RIGHT LIVING" people of
their day!

 

They were noted for the fact
that they had investigated and categorized the commands of the
Bible and were, for all they were worth, keeping those
commands.

 

Right living is not the way to be accepted by
God!

 

We have to do better than that, and the only way to do better is
be as good as God is!

 

And, while we can never reach that state in our own good
works,

 

Jesus came to this earth and lived a perfectly sinless
life.

 

Then He took all of our sins. All of the sins
that had ever been committed, and all of the sins that would ever
be committed, and He carried them to the cross and died there for
them all!

 

The Bible says that Jesus fell under the weight of the
cross as He was forced to carry his own cross to Calvary. he fell
under its weight and they had to get someone else to carry it for
Him.

 

Could it be that the reason why He could not carry that
cross for Himself, was not the weight of the cross, BUT THE WEIGHT
OF THE SINS OF THE WHOLE WORLD?

 

Jesus carried all of the sins of the whole world to the cross
and died there for them all.

 

And the Bible says about God the Father:

"He hath made Him (Jesus) to be sin for us, who knew
no sin, that we might be made the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD in HIM!" 2
Cor 5:21

 

 The righteous person!

 

the person who has been made the righteousness of God by the
death burial and resurrection of God,

 

That person shall flourish like the palm tree!

 

King David uses two types of trees to
typify the way the righteous person flourishes or is blessed of
God!

 

1. The Palm tree!

Now, David is using symbolism here, and symbolism, pictures and
metaphors, have the ability to express vast amounts of things!

 

A few of the things I
learned about the Palm tree are these :

 

There are over 2500 species of Palm
trees ( I brought transparencies of five of them:

 

One species grows as far north as Vancouver,
Canada.

 

And another can survive temperatures as cold as 6
degrees below zero!

 

Palm trees are
used for:

Food;

Thatched roofs and shelter;

Clothing;

beverages;

sugar;

and oils.

 

One Palm tree has a fruit that is a narcotic stimulant.

 

And their fruit is of the same type as the peach!

 

Matthew Henry says of the palm tree:

It has been said of the palm-tree, … . The more
it is pressed down the more it grows; so the righteous flourish
under their burdens; the more they are afflicted the more they
multiply.

(from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

The Palm tree is an ever green, which typifies
the fact that the Christian has eternal life. And the fact that on
this earth, we are always to be about the work of the Lord!

 

Christianity is
not just a Sunday affair! The Christian who is on
fire and living for the lord will be a Christian, living for the
Lord 24 hours a day, seven days a week and always ready to give an
answer for the hope which lieth in him!

 

The Palm
tree is considered one of the most beautiful of the tropical
plants.

 

And just so, there is nothing more beautiful than the person
whose life has been cleansed in the blood of Jesus Christ and who
devotes his or her life to serving the Lord Jesus Christ!

 

The Palm
tree is a useful plant.

 

Christians are the useful citizens on this planet! There should
be no one more productive on the job!

 

No one more able to promote a good spirit among the people
around them!

 

The Christian provides
salt  and light in the world!

 

And the Christian stays
the hand of God's wrath!

 

But David says the righteous is not only like the Palm tree, but
also like

 

2. The Cedar
tree!

 

I will not take the same amount of time on the Cedar tree, but
David says that the Righteous will grow like a Cedar tree.

 

Cedars are very common in the middle east even today thriving in
Lebanon.

 

They were the type of trees used in the building of Solomon's
temple,

 

Cedars are noted for three specific things:

A. They grow very large.

 

The type that is native to the middle east can reach 100 feet in
height!

 

And their trunks can be very large in diameter!

 

I do not believe there is any human being who can reach the
stature of the righteous person!

 

You think of all the ways that people can be thought of as
great:

 

For their wealth;

For their notoriety;

For their charity;

For their athletic ability

 

BUT IS THERE ANY WAY A MAN CAN BE GREATER THAN THE
ONE WHO IS GREAT IN THE SENSE OF HIS WALK WITH
GOD!?

 

Great in holiness

and Great in godliness.

 

That is true greatness!

 

The Cedar is also known

B. FOR ITS STRENGTH

 

It is a good wood to use for its durability.

 

That suggests to me first, the Christians eternal security. The
fact that once we are saved we will always be saved.

 

But it also suggests the Christians faithfulness.

 

The Christian hangs in there! You can count on them to keep
their word and to be where they ought to be when they ought to be
there!

 

And the Cedar is known

C. FOR ITS FRAGRANCE.

Eph 5:2


2             
And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given
himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweetsmelling savour. (KJV)

 

2 Cor 2:15


15          
For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are
saved, and in them that perish: (KJV)

 

Phil 4:18


18          
But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of
Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a
sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.
(KJV)

 

Oh the sweet smell of righteousness!

 

God loves the fragrance of righteousness and given by those that
love the Lord!

 

We have considered how the righteous flourish.

Now lets look at;

II. WHERE THE RIGHTEOUS FLOURISH

Psalm 92:13

 

Notice that there are two terms:

 

Planted in the House of the Lord

Flourish in the courts of our God

 

1. Planted in
the House of the Lord

Speaks of having our roots planted:

First in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and

secondly in the church of Jesus Christ!

 

You want to know where the Christian will grow the best?

 

IN GOD'S HOUSE! THE CHURCH!

 

We have outside a Rose tree, and a couple of Rose bushes. When
we planted them, Jack came with a special mixture, straight from
his dairy farm!

 

He insisted that this stuff would make the roses grow like crazy
so we had to dig extra large holes so we could put in this mixture,
and then put the roots in it.

 

We did it for the two rose bushes.

 

But when it came time to do the rose tree, I decided we didn't
need to go through that extra trouble! We didn't put the mixture in
it AND THAT ROSE TREE IS STILL NOT DOING WELL

 

While the bushes are doing great!

 

You see, the place needed to have the right kind of nutrients so
the rose could flourish!

 

A CHRISTIAN CANNOT FLOURISH IN THE WORLD! It is that simple!

 

A Christian will never flourish and grow and be lush and
fruitful for the Lord Jesus Christ out in the world!

 

2. Flourish in
the court of our God.

 

In the Old Testament Temple, there was the house of the Lord.
The actual building that was the Temple.

 

Then, there were the courts of the temple outside the
building.

 

It was in these courts that Jesus and His Apostles did a great
deal of their preaching and soul winning.

 

Inside the temple proper, only the priests could go. In another
portion of the Temple, only the Jew could go.

 

But all were welcome to come into the Courts of the Temple.

 

I see it this way.

 

We go into the house of the
Lord as believers to be feed and nourished and to be built up
personally.

 

But then we go out into the
classes we teach, or into the streets to soul win, or on the bus to
bring people to church

 

AND IT IS IN THAT WAY WE
BRANCH OUT TO REACH NEW SOULS FOR CHRIST AND TO BE THAT TREE THAT
ALL THE WORLD CAN SEE!

 

III. HOW LONG SHALL THE RIGHTEOUS FLOURISH?

Psalm 92:14

 

And the answer is AS LONG AS WE LIVE!

 

The righteous will still bring forth fruit in old
age!

 

I am reminded of  I Jn 2:12-14


12          
I write unto you, little
children, because your sins are
forgiven you for his name's sake.


13          
I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from
the beginning. I write unto you, young men,
because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little
children, because ye have known the Father.


14          
I have written unto you, fathers,
because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I have
written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of
God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.
(KJV)

 

Little Children

Young men

and even the fathers can be used of Gods

 

All through life the righteous person can be used!

 

The little children are great at bringing their friends to
church to be saved!

 

Bohannan and Caleb have BOTH LED SOULS TO CHRIST!

 

The young men and ladies can put their energy to work in soul
winning, door knocking, and church building!

 

And the older saints can still be used to win souls, train the
young people in a life for God and provide wisdom and
inspiration.

 

In other words, THERE IS NEVER A TIME WHEN WE CAN'T BE USED FOR
GOD!

 

The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree!

 

Where shall they flourish?

It's in the house of God!

 

And how long shall they flourish?

All of their lives!

 

As long as a Christian is
willing to be used, and continues to trust Christ to use
them,

 

WE CAN BE
USED!

 










Chapter 25
He Hath Done Whatsoever He Hath Pleased


Psalms 115:3

 

This Psalm was written, it is believed, in a time when Israel
was facing terrible afflicitons by those who worshipped false
gods.

 

In the psalm, we are instructed to give God glory

 

And not ourselves, like Sennecharib did when he
said that he had defeated all the other nations gods and therefore
would defeat israel's too.

 

And not the false gods, like even the Jews did
at times when they fell into the trap of worshipping whatever the
majority of people around them worshipped.

 

I want to take you to just one thought, found in verse 3.

 

"But our God is in the heavens, He hath done
whatsoever He hath pleased."

 

Have you ever thought about that for a while?

 

Our God does what ever He pleases!

 

No matter what others may say besides;

 

No matter what we may think on our own.

 

No matter how hard we try to change God's will;

 

HE HATH DONE WHATSOEVER HE HATH PLEASED!

 

I have a short progression of thought to give to you concerning
this:

 

I. GOD HAS COMMUNICATED TO US AS HE HATH
PLEASED!

Of course, I am talking about the
Bible for the most part!

 

1. God
began His communication to man through direct
communication!

 

He spoke directly to Adam and Eve.

 

However, Adam and Eve messed that up by sinning in the
garden.

 

Never again did God communicate the same way to men.

 

After that God communicated to men through dreams, visions, and
theophanies.

 

God spoke to , for instance

Abraham in the form of
a man,

 

To Moses in the in the
burning bush

 

To Joshua in the form of
a soldier,

 

To Gideon, in the form of
an angel.

 

God Samuel as a voice with no visible form.

To other prophets through dreams and visions.

 

God spoke to Elisha not in the earthquake and whirlwind, but in
a still small voice.

 

God spoke to King David most often through a prophet.

 

Then God spoke to us through His Son Jesus Christ, sent to htis
earth.

 

BUT THE ONE CHARACTERISTIC THAT IS TRUE OF THEM ALL,
IS THAT GOD PRESERVED THE COMMUNICATION THROUGH THE  WRITTEN
WORD OF GOD!

 

The Written Word of God is now the only way God
communicates to us!

Another Christian can help us hear form the Lord, BUT ONLY IF
THEY TEACH US MORE CLEARLY THE BIBLE.

 

And a preacher is a gift from God to help us hear from God, BUT
IF HE DOESN'T OPEN TO US MORE CLEARLY THE BIBLE, HE IS A FRAUD!

 

 I
look at people these days and see that so many of them want God to
talk to them is some easy form!

 

They want to have a preacher tell them THUS SAITH THE LORD,
without them having to meet with God in the Bible themselves.

 

Or they want to open a book and have it tell them what God says,
without them having to meet with God in the Bible themselves.

 

The Bible says;

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of
truth.

2 Tim 2:15

 

 And that is still the only way we can really hear for the
Lord!

 

In the Word of God, the Bible, we find all that we need to know
for all that God has for us!

 

It is a light to show
us salvation!

 

A map to direct our
way through life

 

An owner's manuel, to
train us how to possess our bodies

 

A textbook of the
truths and doctrines we are to believe.

 

And a window, to to
open up to us what the eternal future will hold!

 

God has communicated to us in the fashion He hath pleased!

 

He has preserved it for us.

 

He has provided it to us.

 

NOW IT IS UP TO US TO ACCEPT IT AND STUDY IT!

 

II. GOD HAS GIVEN SALVATION THE WAY HE HATH
PLEASED!

 No matter how much people might complain about it, there
is only one way of salvation!

 

 People say that we Christians are intolerant. That we are
unloving, and that we are cruel to think that our way is the only
way!

 

 People want us to say with them, that it does not matter
what we

 

III. GOD HAS GIVEN TO US THE DOCTRINES THAT HE HATH
PLEASED.

 

 

IV. GOD HAS TAUGHT US TO WALK AS HE HATH
PLEASED

 

 

V. GOD HAS CREATED THE ETERNAL DESTINY WHICH HE HATH
PLEASED!

 










Chapter 26
Thou Hast Delivered





Psalms 116

 

This Psalm was written by King David as a deliberate act of
praise and worship to the Lord.

 

 Throughout the Psalm, David gives reason after reason for
his love and devotion to God,

 

 But then he comes to verse 8 and gives to us what I want
to preach on this evening.

 

 David says to God:

Thou hast delivered;

1. My soul from death

2. Mine eyes  from tears, and

3. My feet from falling

 

  The word delivered is one that means to set free.

 

 God can deliver us either through
prevention of some form of distress,

 Or strengthening us to see  us through
it.

 

All of us have known times where God has in some way kept us out
of  a trouble. And we know of other times when we went through
a problem, but God was there to give us strength to make it through
it.

 

When Nebuchanezzar captured Babylon, God delivered Jeremiah by
preventing Nebuchadnezzar from taking him.

 

On the other hand, at the very same time, Daniel and his three Hebrew friends
were taken captive and carried to Babylon by
Nebuchadnezzar. Yet, they were also delivered, by God's presence
and protection while there.

 

 When Daniel was placed in the Lion's den
God delivered him by shuting the Lion's mouth so they wouldn't harm
him.

 

 When the three other Hebrew boys were cast in the
fiery furnace, God delivered them from that by going into
the fire with them!

 

So whether God delivers us through prevention of a distress in
our lives, or helping us through the distress as we face it…

 

GOD ALWAYS DELIVERS HIS OWN!

 

Notice the three things David says God delivers us from:

 

I. GOD DELIVERS OUR SOUL FROM DEATH.

 

I read this week the story of the Hebrews there before the fiery
furnace in Daniel 3:17-18.

 

THERE IS NO ONE MORE FREE THAN THE PERSON WHO IS FREE FROM THE
FEAR OF DEATH!

 

Here are these three Hebrews, captives in a foreign land.

 

And yet, when the king tries to force them to go against their
convictions, HE IS UNABLE TO BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT AFRAID OF
DEATH!

 

The Bible says

 "the fear of man bringeth a snare! But whoso putteth his
trust in the Lord shall be safe." (Proverbs 29:25)

 

 Jesus said

Luke 12:4-5


4             
And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the
body, and after that have no more that they can
do.


5             
But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after
he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you,
Fear him. (KJV)

 

2. God has also
delivered the soul of the saved from the
place of
death.

 

The word that is translated death here is closely related to the
Hebrew word for Hell.

 

Ps 86:13


13          
For great is thy mercy toward me: and thou hast delivered my soul
from the lowest
hell.  (KJV)

 

The Bible speaks of several types of death:

 

a. There is SPIRITUAL DEATH. That is when we
became separated from God through sin in the garden of Eden.

 

b. The is PHYSICAL DEATH. That is when our body
dies and our soul goes somewhere apart from our body.

 

c. Then there is THE SECOND DEATH found in
Revelation 20:14. That is when the one who has experienced physical
death, having never been delivered from spiritual death, IS FOREVER
SEPARATED FROM GOD IN ETERNAL HELL AND THE LAKE OF FIRE!

 

Every one of us, unless the rapture happens very soon, will face
physical death.

 

But when we have received Jesus Christ as Saviour,

We are delivered from spiritual death, in that we again have
fellowship with God;

 

we are delivered from the fear of Death, knowing Christ will
take us through it.

 

And we will be protected from the Second death, never having to
face hell.

 

3. Finally, He delivers us from death, by giving us
victory over the grave!

1 Cor 15:54-57

 

(We used to have a saying in the Ironworkers, "it's
not the fall that kills you, it's the sudden stop at the
bottom!")

 

In like manner, I don't mind the idea of being
dead. I will be in heaven, and someday, even the
body that is laid in the grave will be resurrected to glorified
life.

 

I am just not
looking forward to dying!

 

Christians face the death of loved ones better than non
Christians.

 

And we face the prospect of our own death better than those who
are not saved.

 

IN FACT, IT WAS THE BRAVE, ALMOST SUPER NATURAL WAY
THE BELIEVERS HANDLED THEIR OWN DEATHS DURING THE PERSECUTIONS THAT
LED UNTOLD NUMBERS OF THE SPECTATORS TO RECEIVE JESUS CHRIST
TOO!

 

thou hast delivered my soul from death

And

II. MINE EYES FROM TEARS!

 

This in no way implies that it is wrong for a Christian to
cry.

 

Jesus wept at the grave of his friend Lazarus.

 

And the Bible tells us to weep with them that weep and rejoice
with them that do rejoice.

 

Ps 30:5


5             
For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is
life: weeping may endure for a
night, but joy cometh in the
morning. (KJV)

 

And the book of Ecclesiastes says

Eccl 3:1


1             
To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under
the heaven: (KJV)

 

Eccl 3:4


4             
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to
dance; (KJV)

 

But God does deliver us from weeping!

 

1. By giving us hope.

Jer 31:16


16          
Thus saith the LORD; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes
from tears: for thy work shall be
rewarded, saith the LORD; and they
shall come again from the land of the enemy.
(KJV)

 

One of my very favorite verses is

Ps 42:11


11          
Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted
within me? hope thou in
God: for I
shall yet praise him, who is the health
of my countenance, and my God. (KJV)

 

There are times when we do not hardly know how we can make it
through the trials we face.

 

David was a man who knew how it felt to hurt deeply!

 

He had been unjustly persecuted by King Saul for 14
years.

He had his wife taken from him and given to another
man.

He had his children turn rebellious and even murder and
rape each other.

He had had several of his closest friends turn against
him.

He had experienced the death of at least three of his
children in his lifetime.

 

Yet David said to his own soul, HOPE THOU IN GOD FOR I SHALL YET
PRAISE HIM!

 

And I have taken comfort in that promise more often than I know
how to describe!

 

NO MATTER HOW BAD THINGS
GET I ALWAYS HAVE THE HOPE THAT I WILL PRAISE GOD
AGAIN!

 

Right now, I may not see how that is at all possible, BUT I KNOW
FROM THE WORD OF GOD THAT IT IS TRUE!

 

He delivers mine eyes from tears by giving me hope.

 

2. And By wiping away the tears himself.

 

And of course, this is talking about heaven.

Rev 21:4


4             
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there
be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.
(KJV)

 

 What a precious day that will be when God tenderly wipes
away the tears from the eyes of all those in heaven!

 

Now, that does imply that there will be tears at first in
heaven.

 

Tears for
those who are not in heaven that we loved.

 

Tears as we
realize how much we failed the Lord in our lives.

 

Tears as our
works are tried and we find that we are saved, but we have suffered
loss of rewards.

 

 But then comes that day when God himself gently and
tenderly reaches across to us, and with the touch of his own hand
wipes away the tears from our eyes!

 

WHAT A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE THAT WILL BE!

 

Thous hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from
tears,

III. AND MY FEET FROM FALLING.

The term is one that most often refers to backsliding, or
falling into sin.

 

God delivers our feet from falling in at least three different
ways:

1. He puts our feet on the solid rock.

Ps 40:2


2             
He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay,
and set my feet upon a
rock, and established my goings.
(KJV)

a rock GIVES a solid footing.

 

Last year, when they brought my house up the hill to
where we now live, it was in the spring after we had had the rains
all winter long and the ground was very slippery.

 

In order to get the house to its pad, Brother Wayne Ward
had several truckloads of large rocks hauled in and dumped in the
path the haulers had to take.

 

That reminds me of

Matt 7:24-25


24          
Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them,
I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a
rock:


25          
And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew,
and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon
a rock. (KJV)

 

And the Rock refers to the Lord Jesus Christ!

 

He is a solid place to build your life upon!

 

The salvation He gives can never be removed.

And the doctrines He teaches provide a sure footing in life.

 

2. He Provides
light and guidance through the path of life.

 

Ps 119:105

105        
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
(KJV)

 

Ps 18:33


33          
He maketh my feet like hinds' feet, and setteth me upon my high
places. (KJV)

 

A hind is an animal similar to a deer. And they are a sure
footed creature!

 

God guides our path, so we know where to step, and He makes our
feet sure, so we are less likely to fall!

 

3. AND WHEN WE
DO FALL, GOD IS THERE TO PICK US BACK UP

Ps 37:24


24          
Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD
upholdeth him with his hand. (KJV)

 

Ps 94:18


18          
When I said, My foot slippeth; thy mercy, O LORD, held me up.
(KJV)

 

Here is our eternal
security!

 

The fact of the matter is that we all fall sometimes.

 

We fall into sin.

We fall away from the Lord

We fall from the fervor of service of God.

 

I sometimes wonder if we don't spend more time down than we do
up!

 

But every time, God takes us by the hand,

picks us back up,

points us on the right way,

and gives us light for the path.

 

Until one day, we will take our final journey. Whether it be by
the rapture, or by physical death, God calls us to heaven where we
will never fall again!

 

The Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee.

For Thou hast delivered my soul from death,

mine eyes from tears,

and my feet from falling.

 










Chapter 27 A
Day Made By God





Psalm 118:1-29 especially verse 24

 

This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will
rejoice and be glad in it.

 

The Psalm was probably written by King David at that point where
he finally was king of all that God had anointed him to be king
over.

 

If you will remember, David was anointed King while still a
youngster, and, although not hostile to King Saul, ALMOST
IMMEDIATELY BECAME THE TARGET OF SAUL'S JEALOUSY.

 

David, the God anointed King of Israel, spent the next 14 years
fleeing for his life.

 

When Saul died, David did not immediately become king of all the
Jews.

 

There was still a faction that was devoted to Saul, and would
not follow David. David did not believe it would be right to force
them to follow him, and therefore, the kingdom was divided for a
period of time, before God worked out the circumstances that David
could lead the entire nation for which God had anointed him.

 

When that day finally arrived, David said this is the day which
the Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in it!

 

Psalm 118 is also a Messianic Psalm, which, if you'll remember,
is a Psalm which is prophetic concerning Jesus Christ.

 

And the story of David's trials in obtaining the kingdom for
which God had anointed him is very symbolic of Christ's trials in
receiving the kingdom which God the Father has given to HIM.

 

When Jesus came and began His earthly ministry, He said "The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me and hath anointed me… ."

 

But although He was the anointed King of the Jews, the one
sitting on the throne (Herod) immediately became jealous and took
out to kill Him.

 

Even after Herod had died, the majority of Jews refused to
receive Him by faith as the Messiah of God, and Jesus did not
choose to force Himself as King.

 

Today, Christ has a partial kingdom. Those who have received Him
by faith belong to that kingdom, but  Christ is still waiting
on His heavenly Father to give to Him the remaining part of that
kingdom!

 

AND WHAT A DAY THAT WILL BE!

 

Let me get into the message tonight by noting first;

I. THE LORD HAS MADE EACH DAY

 

A. God created the day

Genesis 1:4-5

And God saw the light, that it was good: and God
divided the light from the darkness.

And God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.
(KJV)

 

God created that first day, and every day after that!

 

Each day that passes is not just the course of natural events,
but the DIVINE WILL OF GOD!

 

No matter what the circumstances, no matter what the conditions
of the day,

 

I CAN REJOICE KNOWING THAT GOD HAS CREATED THAT DAY FOR ME AND
ME FOR THAT DAY!

 

And each day,

B. Is another day I have to live

 

We rejoice in a new day of life because, just as each day is By
God's will, EACH DAY I LIVE IS BY GOD'S WILL!

 

September 2, 2001 is a day that has been given to you and I by
God almighty!

 

We can rejoice about that!

 

How many of you can remember when you were a kid thinking “WOW!
I might be alive in the year 2000!”?

 

I can remember thinking to myself, “I will be 42 years old in
2000!  I that is FOREVER a long ways away!”

 

Christianity is a conflict between life and
death.

 

The unsaved person lives his life until death finally gets the
better of him.

 

The saved person lives His life IN CONFLICT WITH DEATH!

 

 And the fact is, we have already been told that we have
victory over death!

 

Cancer, Heart attacks, Old Age, and all the other things that
take life, and even death itself has been so defeated,

 

THAT GOD ACTUALLY JUST USES THEM TO GIVE US LIFE!

 

Even death is, for the Christian, NOTHING MORE THAN THE DOOR
THROUGH WHICH WE TRAVEL TO GAIN IMMORTAL LIFE!

 

We can rejoice in that!

 

And again, WE CAN REJOICE IN THE KNOWLEDGE THAT

C. God controls the circumstances of each
day

 

 Rom 8:28 promises

And we know that
all things
work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his purpose. (KJV)

 

 Come what may, God controls it ALL!

 

The blessings running over

 

or

 

The trials of Job…

 

 

BOTH COME FROM THE SOVEREIGN WILL OF GOD!

 

One of the things that I have had to do as a preacher is to come
to the place where I trust in the truth that God uses the
circumstances of my life for the good.

 

I may not understand how God could be using them, BUT I CAN REST
IN THE TRUTH THAT HE IS!

 

  This is the day, which the Lord hath made…

 

Beloved

 

That is each and every day…

 

Today!

 

We will rejoice and be glad in it!

 

 

Secondly,

II. THE DAY OF WORSHIP IS THE DAY THE LORD HATH
MADE.

 

Apostle John said;

I was in the Spirit on the LORD'S DAY…
" (Rev 1:10)

 

In other words, on the day that was set aside for worship, HE
WAS IN THE MIND TO WORSHIP!

 

A. God has always had an ordained day for
worship!

 

 In the Old Testament, that day was the 7th day.

They called it "The Sabbath", and it is today's Saturday.

 

Nowhere in history was the week changed in any way.

The seventh day of the week may not always have been called
Saturday, but it was always the same day.

 

The Jews to this day observe Saturday as their seventh day.

It is a special day to them, one to be kept Holy, A day of
worship.

 

Jews reverenced their Sabbath Day, as well they should.

God had included the observing of the Sabbath as one of the Ten
Commandments.

 

Some of the practices involved in Sabbath Worship
were:


	The wearing of their very best clothes. And

	Eating their best food (prepared, of course, the day
before.)

	The Sabbath was a day of rejoicing, and a day of rest.

	It was also a day when they specifically remembered what God
had done in Creation.



 

We have a new day of Worship in the New
Testament.

 

1. It is the first day of the week

 

Sunday.

 

It is also to be


	A day of rejoicing;

	A day of rest,

	And a day of remembering… .



This time, not the Creation, BUT THE NEW CREATION, which Christ
accomplished on the Cross!

 

2. It is a day which Christians should observe and
celebrate…


	By gathering together as commanded in Hebrews
10:25 and 1 Cor 16:1-2.

	By wearing our nicest clothes, and

	By eating good food!



 

What better tradition
could there be than growing your kids up to remember the family
wearing their Sunday best, going to church together, and then
coming home to a fine family meal?

 

I realize this is only tradition and not required for
spirituality;

BUT KIDS WOULD LOVE TO GROW UP THAT WAY!

 

I did not go to church
much as a kid… but I do remember the few times we did
go-

AND I CAN REMEMBER HOW
PROUD I WAS OF THEM!

 

For those of us who do it,

I GUARANTEE, our children will grow up with fond memories of the
family all getting up early Sunday Morning, and faithfully
attending church.

 

Then, when they got home, mom prepares a meal to beat all (Kind
of like Christmas dinner every week). The family sits down at the
table together, and fellowship around that meal!

 

Why do I know our kids will love those memories?

 

Because I have spoken with so many adults who grew up that way
AND REMEMBER THEM JUST THAT WAY!

 

I understand that this is idealistic and dreamy,

BUT IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE AND PRICELESS, TO A WHOLESOME
FAMILY!

 

  B. How do we know that Sunday is the right day to
worship?

 

 There are two main reasons:

 

1. That is the day Christ rose from the dead

Mark 16:2

And very early in the morning the first day of the
week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the
sun. (KJV)

 

The thing we Christians come worship and celebrate is the rising
of Christ from the grave.

 

And that happened on the first day of the week, SUNDAY!

 

2. That is also the day the Apostles always met for worship.

 

In John 20:19

Then the same day at evening, being the first day of
the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples
were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. (KJV)

 

John 20:26

And after eight days [nobody doubts this is
also Sunday] again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them:
then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and
said, Peace be unto you. (KJV)

 

Acts 20:7

And upon the first day of the week, when
the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto
them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until
midnight. (KJV)

 

1 Cor 16:2

Upon the first day of the week let every
one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that
there be no gatherings when I come. (KJV)

 

The Seventh Day Adventists claim that worship on Sunday was
something that the Catholics began in later centuries and was part
of their compromise with Pagan religions.

 

While I agree that many of the Catholic traditions, and
therefore the protestant traditions are actually pagan in their
origin,

 

IT IS OBVIOUS FROM THE BIBLE THAT THIS ONE IS NOT!

 

This is the day, which the Lord hath made, we will
rejoice and be glad in it…
.

 

God has made each and every day, and if God sees fit to place us
in that day, THEN WE OUGHT TO REJOICE IN IT!

 

God has also ordained a specific day for worship. And each and
every Sunday we that are Christians SHOULD ASSEMBLE TOGETHER IN THE
SPIRIT,  And rejoice in it!

 

And finally.

III. THERE IS COMING A DAY WHEN THE LORD FINALLY CLAIMS
HIS FULL AND ETERNAL KINGDOM!

 

This is sometimes called the Day of the Lord in the Bible, and
it isn't speaking of just one day,

 

BUT ACTUALLY A SERIES OF DAYS As Christ goes through the process
of claiming His kingdom:

 

A. The Day of Rapture.

 

The Rapture marks the beginning of the Day of the Lord and is
the most precious event found in all of the Bible!

 

You talk about Christmas!

 

What about the day when Jesus comes into the clouds and from
there calls all the Christians to Heaven!

 

THAT WILL BE A DAY OF REJOICING!

 

The Rapture has several wonderful things about it.

 

1.  Those who are raptured to heaven will not experience
death.

 

For most Christians, death is the door to heaven.

 

But for a select generation, which only God knows, but which we
suspect could be ours,

 

HEAVEN WILL BE GAINED WITHOUT DEATH!

 

2. Those who are raptured are rescued from the Tribulation.

 

A time of troubles on this earth such as has never been known
before.

 

The Rapture will rescue those Christian still alive from the
Tribulation!

 

3. Those who are raptured go to meet both Christ, and those who
have already died and were saved.

 

What a happy day of rejoicing that will be!

 

However, for those who are not saved, the Day of the Lord will
be;

B. A Day of Judgment.

 

 Once the Rapture is over, all those left behind will
experience great sorrow and troubles upon this earth!

 

 The Bible tells us that countless numbers of people will
get saved during the Tribulation. BUT THEY WILL STILL HAVE TO
SUFFER MUCH HARDSHIP, AND PERHAPS EVEN DEATH.

 

 And those who do not get saved will be held in reserve -
awaiting the culmination of all things and THE GREAT WHITE THRONE
JUDGEMENT.

 

No wonder those who are not saved do not look forward to the Day
of the Lord as we the saved do!

 

Finally the Day of the Lord contains

C. A Day of Consummation

 

And this is when Christ finally has a kingdom, which has no
end!

 


	God will wipe away all tears.

	And there will be no sorrow,

	No pain,

	No sickness or death!

	There will be no wars

	No sin

	And no need of light, for God Himself will be the light
of it!



 

That will be the greatest day of rejoicing of all!

 










Chapter 28
The Benefits of the Word





Psalms 119:1-10

 

Psalm 119 is easily the largest single chapter in the Bible.
More than twice the length of any other Psalm,  it seems to be
a collection of  random statements made by King David shortly
before he died.

 

They have been collected and arranged so the first letter
of  each of the  verses in each section begin with the
Letter for that section. (In the Hebrew.)

 

Besides the length of the Psalm, and its poetic arrangement, the
other notable fact concerning this Psalm is

 

IT IS DEVOTED TO EXTOLING THE GREATNESS OF GOD'S WORD!

 

I simply could not pass by this psalm, but felt like I ought to
use it to magnify and honor the Word of God myself this
evening.

 

Now, there are so many things that could be done with these 176
verses.

 

But let me just take the time to point out six major benefits to
knowing and obeying the Holy Word of God:

 

I. THOSE THAT WALK IN THE LAW OF THE LORD ARE BLESSED
PEOPLE.

Verses 1-2

 

In a way, this is a summary statement for all that is going to
be said about the benefits of the Bible.

 

The benefits we gain from God's Word, generally make our lives
happier and more blessed.

 

The word blessed means happy.

 

And there is a happiness that cannot be known by anyone like
those who walk according to the Bible!

 

The happiness of knowing we are right with
God

The happiness of looking forward to rewards in
heaven

The happiness of stronger family
relationships.

The happiness of closer friendships with our brothers
and sisters in Christ.

 

This is not to say that Christians do not know heartache, BUT
WHEN WE WALK ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE, WE HAVE FEWER OF THEM,

 

The farther we walk in the law of the higher are our low times
and the fewer are our disappointments.

 

The blanket benefit of knowing and obeying the Bible is that we
will be blessed, happier!

 

Secondly,

II. THOSE THAT RESPECT GOD'S COMMANDMENTS SHALL NOT BE
ASHAMED.

 

 Have you ever been ashamed of something you did that was
contrary to the Word of God?

 

 Can you remember doing anything before you were saved that
you are ashamed of now and would just as soon no one found out
about?

 

 

 I want to suggest to you that YOU HAVE NEVER DONE ANYTHING
YOU ARE ASHAMED OF WHILE YOU WERE OBEYING THE BIBLE!

 

I know that Christians do things they are ashamed of.

 

But whenever we do something that we are ashamed of, we have
done it during one of those many times when we were not obeying the
Bible!

 

I am not ashamed of telling the Gospel to
anyone!

 

I am not ashamed of preaching the Word of God
ever!

 

I am not ashamed of raising my kids in an alcohol free
home!

 

I am not ashamed of ever reading my Bible!

 

I am not ashamed of ever having prayed!

 

You see, while I have done many things I am ashamed of, I HAVE
NEVER BEEN ASHAMED OF OBEYING THE BIBLE!

 

You see the benefit there?

 

The more we know and obey the Bible… THE LESS OFTEN WE WILL DO
THINGS THAT CAUSE US TO BE ASHAMED!

 

Third

III. THOSE WHO TAKE HEED TO GOD'S WORD ARE CLEANSED FROM
SIN.

Verse 9-11

We are washed clean of the guilt and punishment
of sin by the Blood of Christ;

We are forgiven for our sins and declared clean
when we call out to the lord for salvation;

 

But we are cleansed from committing sins by
taking heed to the Word of God!

 

John Bunyon, I understand, was the first to say,

"This book will keep you from sin. Or sin will keep
you form this book!"

 

When people are wondering how they can quit sins in their lives,
the only answer I can give them is

 

TAKE HEED TO THE BIBLE!

 

Start reading it, memorizing it, studying it, hearing it
preached, and then practicing what you learn!

 

The counsellors will tell you that the way to change wrong
behaviour is by analyzing your past, and determining what makes you
misbehave.

 

They will tell you that you can't quit negative behaviour until
you identify why you do negative things.

 

The Bible simply says;

MEMORIZE, MEDITATE, DELIGHT AND TAKE HEED TO THE BIBLE!

 

What has happened in our pasts are irrelevant to what needs to
change today!

 

Just admit you are doing sinful things…

 

AND TAKE HEED TO THE BIBLE!

 

Fourth;

IV. THOSE WHO KNOW AND OBEY THE BIBLE HAVE THREE
EMOTIONAL BENEFITS.

 

1. We have Strength during times of
heaviness!

Verse 28

 

So even though those who walk in the Law of the Lord are
blessed, they still face times of heaviness.

 

The blessing comes from the fact that during those times of
heaviness… THE BIBLE COMES ALONG SIDE TO STRENGTHEN US!

 

The word strengthen means TO LIFT UP TO AN ERECT POSITION.

 

Or TO HELP OUT OF BED.

 

During those times when we are beat down and maybe just
absolutely dragging!

 

We are depressed and discouraged and DON'T EVEN WANT TO FACE THE
DAY AHEAD OF US.

 

Hey, the one who knows and obeys the Word of God AND BE LIFTED
UP FROM IT!

 

By the way, not every body is strengthened from the Bible.

 

A person who is not saved, and does not already know and love
the Bible, finds very little strength in it.

 

I have tried to encourage people who were not Christians from
the truths found in the Bible. THEY OFTEN BECOME MORE ENRAGED BY
THEM THAN ENCOURAGED!

 

But open the Scriptures to the person who already knows and
loves God's Word, AND IN TIMES OF DEPRESSION, they provide strength
to lift them up and get them going again!

 

2. We have comfort in afflictions.

verse 50

 

In the first we find strength when we are
depressed

 

In this case, we find consolation when we are
tried.

 

Were as the first case deals with lifting up the inwardly
depressed

 

This one speaks of encouraging and trying to ease the pain of
the one going through some form of outward affliction.

 

The Bible comforts those who know and obey it during those times
of affliction

 

3. We have hope when we are fainting.

Verse 81

 

The word faint means TO VANISH AWAY, or to be CONSUMED.

 

There are other applications,

 

But I think this one specially points to salvation.

 

Here we are on this earth. Our lives here are gradually being
consumed away, one day at a time.

 

And before we know it, OUR LIVES ARE OVER AND WE ARE FACING
ETERNAL HELL!

 

A form of being consumed,
but never ceasing to be consumed!

 

The prospects are so grim!

 

Unless we have come to
the Word of God and found in it God's one plan of salvation.

 

Once we have learned and obeyed that plan, we are saved, and the
future, instead of seeming grim IS FILLED WITH HOPE!

 

A confidence for the future because we know we are on our way,
not to eternal hell, BUT ETERNAL HEAVEN!

 

Benefits of the Bible for those who know and obey it:

It make us happy

It leads us into a life for which we need not be ashamed

It cleanses us from sin,

It provides emotional strength during those troublesome
times

 

And fifthly;

V. THOSE WHO KNOW AND OBEY THE BIBLE GET GREAT
WISDOM

Verses 98-100

 

David says there are three groups of people that he is wiser
than because he knows and obeys the Bible:

 

And in a way there are three kinds of wisdom alluded to in the
three;

 

1. A tactical wisdom.

Verse 98

Wiser than his enemies. More skillful. Better able to use what
he knows to his advantage and for his purposes.

 

2. An intellectual wisdom.

Verse 99

 

A teacher imparts facts, he may or may not personally know how
to apply those facts to life.

 

3. An experiential wisdom.

Verse 100

 

There are some things, they say, that can only be learned
through years of experience.

 

There is a wisdom that is inherent in just having lived a long
time and experienced  a long life.

 

However, David says that even that wisdom is not as great as the
wisdom found in the Bible!

 

After all, GOD IS THE ANCIENT OF DAYS! No one out ranks HIM in
years of experience!

 

So from the Bible we can get a wisdom that:

only comes to some through years of experience

and is actually superior to those who have intellectual
wisdom

And that we can apply to day to day living for our profit and
good!

 

The Bible teaches:

How to raise children

how to manage finances

how to operate a business

how to get along with your wife

how to get and keep a job

how to be generally successful!

 

There is great benefit in getting the wisdom found in the
Bible!

 

Lastly;

V. THOSE WHO KNOW AND OBEY THE BIBLE HAVE GREAT
PEACE!

verse 165

 

I do not think there is anything more important than coming to
the place where you just can't be offended!

 

Having that peace about you where you are not concerned that
much about even those who mistreat you!

 

Some people are offended all the time!

 

I mean every little thing upsets them!

 

They are upset at the fella who drives too fast

upset at the fella who drives too slow

 

Upset at one person does do, and upset at what another does not
do!

 

WHAT A HORRIBLE WAY TO LIVE!

 

Hey!

 

The Bible can help you have such a peace about you where NOTHING
OFFENDS YOU!

 

When somebody mistreats you… YOU WON'T BE OFFENDED!

 

When somebody says something you don't like YOU WON'T BE
OFFENDED!

 

When a Christian accidentally hurts you YOU WON'T BE
OFFENDED!

 

And even when a Christian purposely hurts you YOU STILL WON'T BE
OFFENDED!

 

Great Peace have they which love thy law, AND NOTHING SHALL
OFFEND THEM!

 

Let me just finish the message tonight this way… .

 

THERE IS NOTHING ON THIS PLANET AS VALUABLE AS THE WORD OF
GOD!

 

This Book is the closest physical link we have to heaven!

 

And we ought to cherish it!

 

I just told the institute students yesterday about a town named
Lichfield, in England.

 

The name means "field of corpses"

 

It gets its name from an incident that happened there January 2,
303 AD.

 

Diocletian, the Emperor of Rome had made a law that all
Christian writings should be collected and burned. And that if any
of the Christians refused to surrender those writings, they should
be killed.

 

When the Roman soldiers tried to collect those Sacred Scriptures
from the people in and around Lichfield, they, en-mass, refused to
give their Scriptures to be burned.

 

Choosing rather to die, than to turn in the Word of God!

 

And they were killed by the multitudes. so much so, that the
place was named for the corpses of those Christians, literally
scattered all over the countryside!

 

Now, here is the
question.

 

Why would they die, just to
protect their copy of the Bible?

 

I mean, Has the Bible really been destroyed just because a copy
is burned?

 

THESE PEOPLE TOOK THE PHYSICAL COPY OF THE WORD OF GOD
AS SOMETHING THAT WAS SACRED!

 

Something they felt was such a benefit to them that they would
rather die than to allow it to suffer the flames!

 

 And now, I ask you,

HOW MUCH DO YOU REVERENCE THE WORD OF GOD?

 

I do not mean the Bible in general!

 

I mean your copy!

 

How well do you treat it?

 

How often do you open its holy pages and soak in its life giving
and beneficial truths?

 

And how often do you talk to others about what is contained
within the Word of God?

 










Chapter 29 A
Song for Saints





Psalm 125:1-5

 

Your Bible probably has a title printed above psalm 125 which
says:

 

"A song of
Degrees"

 

Psalms 120-134 are all what are called "Songs of Degrees."

 

And they are some of the most profound words written in only
short passages.

 

They are called songs of DEGREES

for two reasons:

 

First, they were written primarily to be sung
by the Jews as they travelled from where ever their homes were UP
to Jerusalem. (Jerusalem is UP from any place in Israel.)

 

Secondly, because they have a type of
ascendancy to them. The reader (or singer) is brought to higher and
higher stages of praise as he sings through these Psalms.

 

 I understand that these Psalms were also used by the Jews
to instruct and pass time, anytime they were travelling.

 

 I would like to suggest to you that these
psalms would make an excellent portion of the bible to study and
meditate upon while you travel - business or
vacation.

 

 If you were to study one of these Psalms in your daily
devotions each day, they would last you clear through a two week
vacation!

 

  It is always good to compare Scripture with Scripture,
and we could easily uses Isaiah 3:10-11 as a theme for Psalm
125.

Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with
him: for they shall eat the fruit of their
doings.

Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him: for
the reward of his hands shall be given him. (KJV)

 

As the travelling Jews sang this song, they were reminding
themselves;

 

First, OF THE BLESSINGS OF BEING BELIEVERS

and

Secondly, OF THE REWARDS OF BEING REBELLIOUS!

 

I have three headings I want to use to try to explain this psalm
to you:

 

First;

I. THE SOLIDITY OF THE SAINTS.

 

Look at verse 1.

They that trust in the Lord,… .. cannot be removed,
but abideth for ever!

 

The verse likens they that trust in the Lord to Mount Zion,
GOD'S HOLY MOUNTAIN!

 

The first mention of Zion in the Bible is in <2
Samuel 5:7>: "David took the stronghold of Zion (that is, the
City of David)." Zion, therefore, was the name of the ancient
JEBUSITE fortress situated on the southeast hill of Jerusalem at
the junction of the Kidron Valley and the Tyropoeon
Valley. The name came to stand not only
for the fortress but also for the hill on which the fortress
stood.[1]

 

Zion was symbolic of a fortress built on a solid rock.

 

Those who trust in the Lord ARE LIKE THAT FORTRESS, STANDING ON
A ROCK!

 

No storms or rains can wash them away-

 

And no enemy will be able to take the fortress from them!

 

They are established

They are fixed to one place.

 

And they will be that way forever, for they CANNOT BE
REMOVED!

 

 Those that trust in the Lord cannot be removed

 


	Cannot be removed by the storms of life.

	And they cannot be removed by the devil.



 

They cannot be shaken loose from their foothold in Christ!

 

The promise is

"They shall abide forever!"

 

Now, there are a couple of ways to apply that.

 

One, we can apply it
to the church.

 

Jesus said,

Matt 16:18

… and upon this rock I will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (KJV)

 

The most solid institution upon this earth is the church!

 

Think with me about the three institutions that God has
ordained:

Marriage

Government, and

the Church

 

The institution of marriage is on shaky Ground these days!

 

More than one in every two marriages ends in divorce.

It is now acceptable to a large number of Americans (but not to
God) to live together without marriage.

 

And our country even endorses Marriages between people of the
same sex!

 

But marriage is also on shaky ground eternally!

 

The institution of marriage (as we now know it) will come to
pass.

 

Jesus said;

Matt 22:30

For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are
given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.
(KJV)

 

One of those questions that always scares me is the ones that
ask,

"When we get to
heaven will I still be married to my husband?"

 

It is usually a wife who asks a question like that because women
are more emotional than men!

 

I do not know exactly how things will be when we get to
heaven.

 

I kind of hope that Anita and I both get Mansions, and if we do
live together up there, THEN WE CAN USE ONE FOR OUR VACATION
MANSION!

 

It may be, however, that our relationship with Christ will be so
profound, that our earthly marriages will fade out of thought in
heaven!

 

Or it may be that our relationship with all believers in heaven
will be as close and intimate as our relationship with our present
spouse.

 

BUT MARRIAGE AS WE KNOW IT IS DESTINED TO
PASS!

 

Then consider human government.—IT IS ALSO ON ITS WAY OUT!

 

In heaven, Christians who have been faithful to Christ in their
earthly life, will rule and reign with Christ forever.

 

BUT THAT WILL BE A THEOCRACY—

GOD WILL GOVERN HIS CREATION!

 

Human government as we now know it is going
down!

 

BUT THE LOCAL CHURCH INSTITUTION EXISTS FOREVER IN GLORY AS THE
BODY AND BRIDE OF CHRIST!

 

Therefore, if you want some solidity in your life…

PLANT YOURSELF IN THE CHURCH OF CHRIST!

 

It is on a rock that will never be removed!

 

Two

We can apply this truth to the individual Christian.

 

Those who have placed their faith in Christ

 

CANNOT BE REMOVED, BUT ABIDETH FOREVER!

 

Here is the doctrine of ETERNAL SECURITY clearly taught in the
Old Testament.

 

If it were possible to lose our
salvation,

then

"We could be removed, and we would not
abide forever."

 

If eternal life
could be lost-

for any reason-

IT WOULD NOT BE ETERNAL
LIFE!

 

Jesus said

John 10:27-29

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me:

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall
never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all;
and no man is able to
pluck them out of my Father's hand. (KJV)

 

If our
sin can cause us to lose our salvation - then that
means

"man can pluck us out of the
Father's hand."

 

If one
who is a child of God can fall from Grace and be
cast into hell…

 

Then Jesus was either lying, or didn't know what he was talking
about when He said

 

"… I give unto them eternal life and they shall
never perish"

 

And if either is true, Jesus is not fit to be our Saviour!

 

THE BIBLE OVERWHELMINGLY SUPPORTS THE DOCTRINE OF ETERNAL
SECURITY!

They that trust in the LORD shall be as mount Zion,
which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever.
(KJV)

 

This Solidity is a blessing owned by the Believer.

 

AND THIS IS AS GOOD A REASON AS I KNOW
TO TRUST IN THE LORD AND BE SAVED!

 

Notice with me my second heading for the evening:

II. THE SURROUNDING BY THE SAVIOUR.

Verse 2

 

I went to 3rd through 5th grades in a small town in Washington
called Benton City.

 

One of the things I thought was interesting about the town was
that it sat in a "basin"

 

Mountains surrounded Benton City on every side.

 

There was no way to get into the city without going over hills
and down into the city.

 

It was completely surrounded, and was therefore protected by
these hills and mountains.

 

Now, although Jerusalem is the highest city in Israel, they say
that the city is surrounded by hills itself.

 

And they say that these mountains and hills protect the city
from storms.

 

The winds and storms are broken up by the mountains before they
reach the city proper!

 

The mountains also served to fortify the city from attack.

 

In fact, the Jews did not conquer the city from the Canaanites
themselves until David was the king, 200 YEARS AFTER
THEY HAD ENTERED THE PROMISED LAND!

 

I like the picture of being surrounded by the Lord!

 

1. HE BRAKES UP
THE STORMS OF LIFE!

 

I have noticed that Christians go through storms just like
everybody else.

 

Some Christians go through worse storms than others (just like
some people live in areas that have more severe weather than
others.)

 

But the storms the Christians goes through are not nearly as bad
as they would be if we did not have the lord surrounding us!

 

2. HE PROTECTS
US FROM ATTACKS BY SATAN AND THE WORLD.

Verse 3.

 

The general lesson of that verse is that God won't put the
Christian through more than we can bear!

 

The devil nor the world never get in and kick us around

 

EXCEPT THAT THE LORD HAS ALLOWED THEM TO DO IT FOR OUR ULTIMATE
GOOD!

 

3. BEING
SURROUNDED HAS OTHER ADVANTAGES TOO!

 

For instance, not only does it keep the bad things out -

IT KEEPS US IN!

 

Just like a good fence is useful to protect our children from
running into the road or something like that,

 

Christ surrounds His own and keeps us in!

 

He may allow us to backslide

 

BUT HE WON'T ALLOW US TO
GET OUT INTO A PLACE WHERE WE MIGHT DO SOMETHING TO "LOSE OUR
SALVATION!"

 

He would just take us to heaven before that could happen!

 

God spanks those that are his children. he chastens and rebukes
them to get them to do right!

 

And if they get so far out of line that they cannot be dealt
with, HE SENDS THEM HOME!

 

Those who do not have these kind of fences from the Lord ARE NOT
REALLY SAVED AT ALL!

 

Our "SURROUNDING BY THE SAVIOUR"

 

is also a

 

BLESSING FOR THE BELIEVER!

 

Now, after singing about the Blessings of being a believer,

 

The elated Jews would call out to God in verse 4

 

"DO GOOD, O LORD, UNTO THOSE THAT BE GOOD, AND TO
THEM THAT ARE UPRIGHT IN THEIR HEARTS!"

 

But, there is a flip side to the blessings.

 

Because if their are Blessings for the Believers

 

There are also

 

REWARDS FOR THE REBELLIOUS!

 

And that is why Isaiah said

"… Woe unto the wicked… "

 

And that brings us to the third heading for tonight;

III. THE SPANKING OF THE SINNER!

Verse 5.

 

"… As for them that turn aside… "

 

Can you hear the negative tones in the voices of the
singers?

 

This verse is true of all who are
disobedient to Christ.

 

No man is excused, because God has given to every man enough
witness as to cause them to turn to God should they decide to.

 

And it is true that every unbeliever is rebelling against
God!

 

All those that turn from God to their own crooked way will be
led away with all the rest of their kind!

 

 I get the picture here of prisoners being led
away to their execution.

 

 

I am reminded of Revelation 20 and the GREAT
WHITE THRONE JUDGEMENT.

 

Where all of the unsaved will be led to face trial before
Almighty God.

 

I picture it happening as One by one, they are found to be
unjust and without Christ

 

And then, every one of them led away and cast into the LAKE OF
FIRE!

 

 

As I begin to wrap up this message, let me make a few closing
type comments:

 

We all need to keep both

the Blessings of our salvation, and

The awful judgement awaiting the unsaved

 

Before us at all times for these two reasons:

 

SO WE ARE ALWAYS THANKFUL TO GOD.

 

AND SO WE ARE ALWAYS ANXIOUS TO WITNESS!

 

The Psalm ends with the words;

 

"… but peace shall be upon
Israel."

 

Which is a prophecy about the Kingdom of Heaven when all
wickedness will be destroyed,

 

AND ETERNAL PEACE SHALL REIGN!

 

Remember I said this
psalm was written to be sung as we travel?

 

 As  we travel through this life

 

May we continually meditate upon:

 

The blessings we have,

The need of the lost, and

The glorious return of Jesus Christ!

 






[1] (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible
Dictionary) (Copyright (C) 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)














Chapter 30
Jesus In This Verse





Psalm 126:1-6

 

 The Psalm we have before us is, like the one we saw last
week, a Song of Degrees.

 

We use it most of the time, to speak of soul winning, and it
certainly is a powerful passage teaching us about winning souls to
Jesus Christ.

 

But I want to show you this evening how it teaches us about the
person of the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

One of the key truths of Bible study is that the Bible only has
one author; THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD.

 

Although God used different men to pen the words of the Bible,
God so moved upon them that they were only instruments of His work,
and not authors in the purest sense.

 

God is the Bible's Author, and because of that, the major truths
of the Bible are found written

 

ALL THROUGH THE BOOK!

 

Any where you look in the Word of God you w8ill find:

1. The Black Thread of Mans' Sin.

 How man fell from his perfect state in the garden of Eden,
by disobedience to God

 And has continually been disobedient to God ever
since!

 

2. The Red Thread of The Blood of Christ.

 All the way from those animals slain by God in the Garden
to make clothes for Adam and Eve;

 To the Lamb, Jesus Christ, slain for the sins of the
world.

 

3. The White Thread of Righteousness.

 Offered to sinful men all through the Bible in such verses
as:

Isa 1:18

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.
(KJV)

 

4. The Green Thread of Eternal Life.

 given freely to those who seek it through Jesus Christ

 

5. The Gold Thread of the Lord's Return.

So those of us who have gotten saved through Christ can one day
LIVE FOREVER WITH CHRIST.

 

But the very core of God's Word, written into every line, and
woven into every page of the Bible is;

6. The Pure Thread of Jesus Christ.

Jesus is the theme of every book and every chapter of the
Bible.

 

And this is true of Psalm 126 as well as any place in the
Word!

 

I want to take only Psalm 126:6 and present to you, Jesus Christ
as he is found in this simple verse.

 

Notice first;

I. THE ETERNAL EXISTENCE OF CHRIST

 

In the words, "He that
goeth forth… "

 

 Jesus did not begin to exist when He was born in the
manger of Bethlehem.

THAT WAS ONLY WHEN HE CAME TO LIVE ON EARTH.

 

He had existed Eternally before that.

 

Micah 5:2 tells us beyond a shadow of doubt:

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting. (KJV)

 

In John 1:1-3

 We learn that Jesus was the One who created all that
exists:

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.

  The same was in the beginning with
God.

  All things were made by him; and without him
was not any thing made that was made. (KJV)

 

Jesus was talking one day to the Pharisees about Abraham, Jacob
and Isaac. The Pharisees said

"You talk like you know these men! They lived 2000
years ago and you are only 30 years old. HOW COULD YOU KNOW
THEM?"

 

 And Jesus answered them;

"Before Abraham was, I AM!"

 

Jesus has existed forever.

 

But when He was born that day in Bethlehem:

 

He left heaven

ITS SPLENDOR and HIS OWN GLORY

 

For the sake of sinful men!

 

Philippians 2 tells us that he was in the FORM OF GOD and EQUAL
WITH GOD.

 

But then,

 

"He made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men."

 

We see the eternal existence of Christ.

 

II. THE COMPASSION OF CHRIST.

"… He that goeth forth, and
weepeth.."

 

Let us never forget that Christ's ministry on this earth was not
a pleasure trip.

THERE MANY TIMES WHEN TEARS WERE SHED BY THE SAVIOUR DURING HIS
WALK ON THIS EARTH!

 

1. Matt 9:36

 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved
with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. (KJV)

 

There was compassion for those without salvation, without a
Saviour

 

And if you are not saved this evening, THAT COMPASSION IS STILL
THERE, AS JESUS PRAYS IN HEAVEN THAT YOU WILL FINALLY GET
SAVED!

 

2. Luke 19:41

 And when he was come near, he beheld the city,
and wept over it, (KJV)

 

There have been times when I have looked over Astoria and wept
over it.

 

Times when across the river, I looked at the lights of this city
and begged God to allow me to make a difference there for the
Lord!

 

Times when I have climbed the Astoria Column just so I could
look down at the city and pray that I might win more the Christ

 

Many times when I just drive through Astoria looking at the
houses and the people wondering the streets and beg God to make our
witness effective to the reaching of more of these folks to the
Lord.

 

JESUS BEHELD THE CITY AND WEPT OVER IT

 

3. John 11:35

Jesus wept. (KJV)

 

This, of course is that time where Lazarus had died and there at
the grave Jesus wept.

 

Not for the one in the grave; He knew he would rise again.

 

But for those all around the grave who were faithless and
unbelieving.

 

4. Heb 4:15 says

 For we have not an high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. (KJV)

 

Jesus knows the Trials of this life.

 


	Although He is the Water of life; He
thirsted.

	Although He is the Bread of life; He
hungered.

	Although He is the strength of life,; He slept. and
Although He is without sin; THE DEVIL TEMPTED HIM!



 

He knows what life on this planet is like.

 

5. James 1:5 says;

  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it
shall be given him. (KJV)

 

If you have a need -

especially for salvation, but not just for salvation -

 

GO TO THE LORD AND ASK.

 

He will not upbraid or rebuke you.

 

The song admonishes us;

"Are you weary are you heavy
hearted?

Tell it to Jesus! Tell it to
Jesus!

Are you grieving over joys
departed?

Tell it to Jesus alone!"

 

But the Supreme illustration of the compassion of Christ is:

6. The Cross!

 

Can you see
Him?

 

 That day when He took upon Himself the sins of you and me
-

 

AND ALLOWED HIMSELF TO BE NAILED TO THE CROSS WITH THEM.

 

As He suffered and bled and died there

 

IT WAS COMPASSION FOR US THAT KEPT HIM FROM COMING DOWN FROM THE
CROSS AND LETTING US PERISH IN HELL.

 

Can you hear
Him?

 

As He utters those words 2000 years ago -

"FATHER FORGIVE, FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY
DO!"

 

That is genuine compassion!

 

III. THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST

"… bearing precious seed… "

 

Jesus taught us about that precious seed in Luke 8:11 when He
said;

"The seed is the Word of God."

 

And it speaks of soul winning.

 

If anybody ever bore that precious seed and worked to win souls,
IT WAS JESUS CHRIST!

 

1. There he was, talking to Nicademus and telling
him:

John 3:3

 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God. (KJV)

 

2. You find Him again witnessing to the Samaritan woman
saying;

John 4:25-26

  The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias
cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us
all things. (KJV)

  Jesus saith unto her, I that
speak unto thee am he. (KJV)

 

3. There again in John 1:42 He witnesses to
Peter

 

And again in John 1:47-51 He deals with Nathaniel

 

I find Him again in Mark 5 winning a demon possessed man;

 

And again in Luke 19:2-9

Reaching Zaccheus with the Gospel of Salvation.

 

Zaccheus was so short that in order to be able to see Jesus
above the crowd, he climbed a tree.

 

When Jesus called him down to speak to Him, the bible says
Zaccheus "made haste and came down."

 

I have been told that the Greek for make
haste means:

HE DIDN'T HIT A LIMB ON HIS WAY DOWN

 

A. Many times

 He worked with individuals as He did with Nicademus and
Zaccheus.

 

B. Sometimes

 He worked with large crowds,

 Preaching to thousands at a time on occasion.

 

C. Other times

 He got alone with His 12 disciples to train them to bear
that precious seed.

 

Jesus' chief purpose of life was to Bear that precious Seed and
see souls saved!

 

Next, we have

IV, THE RETURN OF CHRIST

"… shall doubtless come again… "

 

John 14:2-3

 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for
you.

 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also. (KJV)

 

The Lord's Return for the Christian is:

 

1. Certain.

Shall DOUBTLESS come again.

 

Forget the scoffers who say where is the promise of His
coming.

 

HE WILL DOUBTLESS COME AGAIN!

 

and it is

2. Comforting

Shall doubtless come again WITH REJOICING

 

Let the world say what they will.

 

I KNOW WHAT LIES IN MY FUTURE, AND I AM REJOICING ABOUT IT!

 

My Saviour shall DOUBTLESS come again!

 

Finally see with me;

V. THE REIGN OF CHRIST.

"… bringing His sheaves with Him."

 

 Not only does the Bible promise that Christ will come
again FOR HIS SAINTS to take them in the RAPTURE;

 

It also assures us that seven years later He will come again
WITH HIS SAINTS to establish His KINGDOM ON EARTH.

 

I love to read Rev 19:11-14!

  And I saw heaven
opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and
make war.

  His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his
head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew,
but he himself.

  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in
blood: and his name is called The Word of God.

  And the armies which were in heaven followed
him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.
(KJV)

 

Those armies in Heaven ARE THE CHILDREN OF GOD!

 

Those who have been saved, and had been raptured out those seven
years before!

 

Now they come riding out of heaven with the Lord to set up His
kingdom!

 

We will rule and reign with Him!

 

Jesus Christ is in:


	every page of the Bible

	Every chapter, and

	every verse



 

And that is why we preach Christ:

Crucified,

Risen, and

COMING AGAIN!

 

 










Chapter 31
From Quiver to Bow


FROM QUIVER TO
BOW

Psalm 127:1-5

 

 

Psalm 127 is one of the Songs of Degrees that
we spoke about earlier.

 

They were intended to be sung as the children of Israel
travelled from their homes towards Jerusalem for their
worship.

 

This one happens to have been
written by king
David for his son, Solomon.

 

And it is obviously a Psalm written for the
family!

 

Which brings to my mind the picture of a family
travelling together to maybe in the car these days, going to
church, singing hymns and songs about their faith.

 

Somewhere along the line, Dad makes up a new song, meant
to show how much he and his family enjoy being
together!

 

Which also leads to a practical suggestion:

LEARN TO SING WITH YOUR FAMILY IN THE
CAR!

 

We take the youth sometimes on trips when they all get
into the car and sing hymns and choruses for sometimes and hour at
a time! AND THEY ENJOY IT!

 

But we get into the car as a family and the Dad drives along and
each is busy in his or her own world.

 

THERE IS A LOT TO LEARN SPIRITUALLY FROM SINGING HYMNS AND
SPIRITUAL SONGS!

 

When you are in the car, it can be a profitable way to pass the
time!

 

Singing hymns on the way to church would sure be
better than arguing all the way!

 

There is
another subject suggested by the thought that the
children are a blessing and an heritage of the Lord…

 

In so  many cases, children today are thought of almost as
a curse!

 

We provide a legal means of killing them in our country (through
abortion) when children would be considered a hindrance or
inconvenient!

 

Man, in the Bible, CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS A BLESSING!

 

Now, this Psalm likens children to
arrows.

 

I want to take that thought and give you five similarities
between our children and arrows:

 

I. OUR ARROWS ARE NOT OUR OWN.

 

Verse 4 talks about arrows in the hand of a mighty
man. The idea is that of a soldier, a
warrior, and not a hunter.

 

Brother Larry loaned me a bow this year so I could
go elk hunting in the archery season.

 

I went and bought my own arrows.

 

They were my own.

 

But a soldier uses arrows for a different purpose than
an hunter, and a soldier gets his arrows from a different
source!

 

The warrior's
arrows are issued to him by the army he is in!

 

Have you ever thought of your children that way?

 

They are company issue!

 

Now, a soldier has certain discretionary powers over
the weapons and ammunition he is issued doesn't
he?

 

****He may get to choose which enemy he shoots at, he may even
decide when he needs to shoot at an enemy.

 

****He gets to choose which arrow to take from the quiver.

 

But the arrows still belong to someone
else!

 

Listen, God allows us to be stewards of our children!

 

We call them "our kids."

 

(And they come a far cry
closer to being our kids than the government's kids or the school
system's kids.)

 

But in reality, they are God's children and not ours!

 

God does give us a certain amount of discretionary control of
our kids.

 

But we are to raise our children in a way that pleases
God and not ourselves!

 

A soldier doesn't get to take his issued arrows out for personal
use!

 

He must use them for the purpose for which they were issued!

 

Secondly,

II. WE CANNOT MAKE OUR OWN ARROWS!

Now, I understand that it is possible to take straight sticks
and so forth and fashion a crude arrow out of them…

 

But don't get too picky on me!

 

A soldier today would not make his own
arrows!

 

He might be required to assemble the arrows, but in order to
have the best kind of arrows, he would have to use the proper
parts.

 

Shafts that had been properly made so they were
nearly perfectly straight.

 

Fletchings and knocks that
were factory designed to precise standards

 

And arrowheads that were honed to be razor
sharp!

 

That just couldn't be done in your backyard!

 

Hey, although in a sense we parents get to assemble the parts
for our kids,

 

THE REAL WORK OF MAKING CHILDREN IS FROM
GOD!

 

It is a miracle every time a woman conceives!

 

And every baby born. is a child fashioned by the will and hand
of God!

 

We ought to think of them exactly that way! Miracles from
God!

 

(That is easier to do when they are little babies
just born than it is when they get in trouble with the teacher at
school!)

 

By the way

III. ARROWS MUST BE SKILLFULLY USED.

Which implies at least two things about raising kids:

 

1. We have to LEARN HOW TO RAISE KIDS IN THE NURTURE AND
ADMONITION OF THE LORD!

 

While it is true that I can love my child naturally,

 

It is also true that I need to take the time to receive
training on raising them for God!

 

One of the saddest things I think that has happened is that
people have gotten to the place where we do not take the time to
read and study hardly anything!

 

What happens then, is we end up doing things either by
accident, or by observation!

 

Since we haven't taken the time to get any kind of training
about raising kids, WE JUST DO WHAT OUR PARENTS
DID!

 

Which is almost always crazy, SINCE OUR PARENTS WERE AT LEAST AS
BIG OF SINNERS AS WE ARE!

 

By the way, THAT PLACE FOR TRAINING IS THE
BIBLE!  Ephesians 6 gives us the command to do it,
and Proverbs, clear through gives us the instructions to do it!

 

I think we need to spend a little more time studying how to do
those things that are the most important!

 

And raising our kids sure ranks up there!

 

2. But secondly, after we have the knowledge and
training,

WE NEED TO PUT THEM INTO PRACTICE!

 

There is a lot of difference between head knowledge
and heart practice!

 

Bunches of us know how to fire a weapon, BUT VERY FEW OF US
REALLY GO OUT AND DO IT IN COMBAT SITUATIONS!

 

And a lot of Christians could give you clear directions about
raising children, BUT DON'T PRACTICE THOSE DIRECTIONS IN THE
HOME!

 

For instance, we know the Bible says to raise our
children in the nurture and the admonition of the Lord…
.

 

BUT HOW ARE YOU SPECIFICALLY GOING ABOUT
IT?

 

Well, you say,.. I HAVE MY KIDS IN
CHURCH!

 

Very good! But church lasts only a few hours each week… WHAT
ABOUT THE REST OF THE WEEK?

 

Alright, you say… .

I HAVE OUR KIDS
IN THE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL!

 

That is wonderful!…

 

But it will not take the place of time you personally spend
training and raising your kids for God!

 

In fact, in some cases, a Christian school can do more harm than
good!

 

Consider, in the Christian school, we teach kids what living for
God should be like…

 

NOW, THE CHILD GOES HOME, AND KNOWS WHEN MOM AND DAD AREN'T
DOING WHAT THE KIDS HAVE BEEN TAUGHT IN THE SCHOOL!

 

The kids says to themselves, "Mom and Dad are
hypocrites! They make me go to a school where I am taught to do all
these Christian things… THAT MOM AND DAD WON'T EVEN
DO!"

 

And you have a
rebellious child in the making!

 

I am constantly reminded and humbled by the fact that
Jesse James was a Baptist preacher's kid!

 

It reminds me that I can't just assume my kids will come out ok
just because I am a Christian and a Preacher!

 

Arrows must be used skillfully!

 

Fourthly,

IV. ARCHERS HAVE QUIVERS.

I could think of at least three things that the quiver itself is
good for:

 

1. The Quiver protects the arrows.

 

2. When the Arrows are kept in the Quiver, you always
know where they are.

 

3. That provides for easy access to the
arrows!

 

The Quiver I believe is a picture of the
home!

 

There is no better place to raise kids than the home!

 

****The baby-sitter can't raise kids as well as they can be
raised at home!

 

****The Christian school can't raise them as well as they can be
raised at home!

 

The home is a place of protection for our children!

 

And it is also the place where we best know where they are and
can most readily train them in the things of God!

 

Does that mean they should be isolated and kept always in the
home?

 

OF COURSE NOT!

 

When an arrow is in the quiver, it is protected, and you know
where it is.

 

BUT AN ARROW WAS NOT DESIGNED TO STAY IN THE QUIVER!

 

 We need to shoot them out once in a while!

 

We need to let our kids go to things like the
nursery, the Sunday School,

 

A Christian School

 

And maybe a few supervised activities with people
who are not saved!

 

And the older they get, the more often and the more varied those
outings from the quiver ought to be!

 

But the point remains!

 

A strong and in tact home is the best place to keep your
kids!

 

And finally,

V. AN ARROW IS A WEAPON!

1. It is meant
to enter into the battle;

 

Did you know there is such a thing as over
protecting your kids!

 

****We start out doing it very early when we pick our kids up
every single time they cry!

 

They become so accustomed to being held that they cry just
because they aren't held!

 

****We take them places and we are afraid to allow them to be
watched in the nursery.

 

****We home school them just because we don't want them exposed
to the world!

 

(I do think home schooling is the best form of
education if it is done correctly. but

 

  if it is done just to insulate the kids from
others, it is poor motivation and I believe will back
fire!

 

On the other hand, I believe it is foolish to send
our kids to the public school "so they can win souls
there!

 

 They are too young and unskilled in spiritual
things to be expected to enter that type of an environment and beat
the enemy!)

 

Or we don't allow them to try their wings at spiritual
battle!

 

****We don't want them to go out soul winning.

 

****We don't allow them to go on a youth activity…

 

BECAUSE WE ARE AFRAID FOR THEM!

 

Hey! An arrow is a weapon!  It is meant to enter the
battle!

 

2. And an arrow
goes places we cannot!

 

Our children are an extension of us in that, they will carry on
our name and our Christian heritage.

 

I am going to finish this message with this last thought:

 

If this church were the only church on the world
today,

 

And if our children, yours and mine were the only ones
there were to carry on the truths we proclaim…

 

ARE WE TRAINING OUR KIDS WELL ENOUGH TO TAKE UP THE
BANNER OF THE CROSS OF JESUS CHRIST AND CARRY IT ON AFTER WE ARE
GONE?

 

 

Ps 127:4-5

As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are
children of the youth.

Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them:
they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in
the gate. (KJV)
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