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Foreword


The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall
preserve thy soul. The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy
coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore. Psalm
121:7-8 KJV

 

When I first met my husband, he was the drummer at our church.
He knew all of the popular worship songs and spent a lot of time
worshipping God publically and privately. A man of faith, I watched
him operate in prophecy on a continuous basis and lay hands on the
sick. I remember before we were married, watching him pray over a
woman who had one leg shorter than another, and the leg grow out
and match the other foot. Her hip was completely healed. I really
believe my husband walks in God’s power because of the time he
spends in worship. Now we have been married over a decade and I
continually watch as he spends time with God in worship and then is
able to operate in the miraculous. Worship attracts the power of
God in our lives and a huge part of our church would be missing
without it.

I love my husband very much and I pray as you read this book,
you listen to the wisdom of the Holy Spirit and learn how to have a
deeper and more intimate relationship with our Heavenly Father
through his son Jesus Christ.

 

Many blessings,

Bethany K. Scanlon-wife of an uncommon man

 










Introduction


Isaiah 61

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the
Lord has anointed and qualified me to preach the Gospel of good
tidings to the meek, the poor, and afflicted; He has sent me to
bind up and heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the
[physical and spiritual] captives and the opening of the prison and
of the eyes to those who are bound, (2) to proclaim the acceptable
year of the Lord [the year of His favor] and the day of vengeance
of our God, to comfort all who mourn,

(3) To grant [consolation and joy] to those who
mourn in Zion—to give them an ornament (a garland or diadem) of
beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, the
garment [expressive] of praise instead of a heavy, burdened, and
failing spirit—that they may be called oaks of righteousness
[lofty, strong, and magnificent, distinguished for uprightness,
justice, and right standing with God] the planting of the Lord,
that He may be glorified.

(4) And they shall rebuild the ancient ruins: they
shall raise up the former desolations and renew the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations. (5) Aliens shall stand
[ready] and feed your flocks, and foreigners shall be your plowmen
and your vinedressers. (6) But you shall be called the priests of
the Lord; people will speak of you as the ministers of our God. You
shall eat the wealth of the nations, and the glory [once that of
your captors] shall be yours.

(7) Instead of your [former] shame you shall have a
twofold recompense; instead of dishonor and reproach [your people]
shall rejoice in their portion. Therefore in their land they shall
possess double [what they had forfeited]; everlasting joy shall be
theirs. (8) For I the Lord love justice; I hate robbery and wrong
with violence or a burnt offering. And I will faithfully give them
their recompense in truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant
or league with them. (9) And their offspring shall be known among
the nations and their descendants among the peoples. All who see
them [in their prosperity] will recognize and acknowledge that they
are the people whom the lord has blessed.

(10) I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul
will exult in my God; for He has clothed me with the garments of
salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels.

(11) For as [surely as] the earth brings forth its
shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring forth,
so [surely] the Lord God will cause rightness and justice and
praise to spring forth before all the nations [through the
self-fulfilling power of His word].

 

Hello, given you are reading this book, you must care about God,
and care about worship. This is a manual for worshipping God, and
helping others to do so by functioning as a worship leader. This
book is for singers and musicians, aspiring professionals and those
that serve in their church as a lay ministry. This book is
especially for those who are getting started. Perhaps you really
enjoy singing or playing, and you got to church, and leading
worship seems like a natural fit. Maybe you are someone who was
trained musically in college or high school, or learned on your
own.

Those that lead worship come in all shapes and sizes. We come
from different faith backgrounds, and all roads lead to Jesus. He
is the reason we worship. As we will discuss in this book, the more
you see Him, the more you will want to give Him everything you
have. It just so happens that he may have called you to help others
to give Him all of themselves in the role of a worship leader.

This book will not discuss music as much as the heart behind the
music.


	We will talk about the anointing of a worship leader, and what
it means to activate that anointing.

	We will talk about what it means to allow Holy Spirit to
orchestrate the worship event on purpose, and follow Him on purpose
because you understand how He leads.

	We will talk about the impact of worship: what it means to use
the anointing to break hurt off of people; how to build His temple
in your heart, and help others to do the same.

	We will talk about honoring the Lord above those in attendance,
and what it means to prefer Him and his ways.



At the end of this book, you will have a very clear idea of what
it means to step on that stage and enter into his Presence. You
carry an awesome dream, and it is not to be taken lightly. God
bless you in your journey.

My background in education and performance:


	1996 Bachelors in Music Education, University of Houston

	1998 Masters in Music Performance, Rice University

	2008 MBA, Rice University

	2012 MPA, Harvard University



Classically trained percussionist, Band Director, Performed in
worship teams for 12 years as a percussionist and drummer. Trained
worship leaders and percussionists in church settings. Performed
with Houston Symphony, Rice University Orchestra, Orchestra X,
Troopers Drum Corps ’92, Blue Knights Drum Corps ‘93-’94, worship
leader for all of my wife’s bible studies when she teaches.

 

Luke Scanlon

 

Psalm 27:4 “One thing I ask from the LORD, this only
do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days
of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in
his temple.”




 










Chapter 1
YOUR PICTURE OF JESUS CHRIST


How clear is your picture of Jesus? When I listen to Christian
music, sometimes it’s not much more than a pop song that has the
name of Jesus in the lyric. Other times, it’s the artist talking
about their relationship with God, which doesn’t really seem good
once you start listening to the lyrics.

My question to you is why are you singing about Jesus? If you
are reading this book, then your motives are probably pretty good,
but I want you to think about your relationship with Jesus, and how
clear He is in your lyrics or in your playing?

I don’t think anyone does perfectly, but I do think there are
some great artists who know Him and seek Him first in their lives,
and it comes out in their music.

A great prayer to pray is to ask the Lord to become clearer in
your music and worship. Jesus knows exactly who you are, what your
gifts are, and how best to use you. Your very simple task is to be
in love with Him, and to be joyfully ready to do what He puts upon
your heart to do.

The picture of Jesus you give people when you play is an ongoing
pursuit of someone who really wants Him glorified and is pursuing
Him. We never get perfect, but we do encounter Him, who in those
moments is perfection.

I prayed, and I asked Jesus what He would say to this. “I know
the thoughts of people from afar, I know everything about them, so
please know that I’m always aware of what people need to see at any
given moment. The greatest gift is love, and when you know my love
when you play or sing, you are closer to Me than at any other time.
My picture becomes life to those who listen. I give them dreams,
vision, I answer questions, and I heal their heart. I don’t want
you to stress out about My job, I’m the person who is in charge of
revealing, but I would tell you that when you are drawing near to
Me, and I’m close to you, it becomes easier for those listening or
watching to recognize the anointing and step into the path you are
walking upon. I love it when My people come to Me. I always make
time for them, and I will never forsake any of you. The thing that
brings life is Me. I am the One who gives life, and when you sing
about that life in My presence under My blessing, I can introduce
Myself to those who wouldn’t normally take the time to be still in
My presence.

 










Chapter 2
THE SOWER SOWS THE WORD


Many people talk about destiny. As a musician, I’m sure you feel
that performing and leading worship is a part of your “destiny” or
“calling” or “purpose”. People call it different things. However,
not everyone recognizes how the Lord works, and they don’t align
themselves with His ways, and consequently they never see that
destiny. At the core of what it means to be a Christian, you obey
God because you know Him, you believe He hears you, and because you
love him is key. There is no substitute for recognizing God’s ways
because you spend time with Him and read His word. That is where
most people miss it. Your destiny and calling hinges on your fresh
and alive relationship with God, desiring to know God and doing His
work His way.

Now, you might be thinking “No kidding, tell me something I
don’t know”. OK, fine, here is something that you may not have
understood: Those dreams and promises are “seeds” that are meant to
be “planted” in your own heart, and you are to “water” those
“seeds” with scripture. As you do this, you will be moving away
from your self-effort and stepping into God’s covenant promises of
God fulfilling His word. All of a sudden, your dreams no longer
rely upon your commitment or effort, but rather you are relying on
God to be faithful and bring His word to pass. 

If you have been in church (at least in America), you have heard
the following scripture from Mark 4:

 Mark 4: 13 – 20 – question: What is being sown.
What does the word mean to you?

(13) And He said to them, Do you not discern and understand this
parable? How then is it possible for you to discern and understand
all the parables? (14)The sower sows the Word.
(15) The ones along the path are those who have
the Word sown [in their hearts], but when they hear, Satan
comes at once and [by force] takes away the message which is sown
in them. (16) And in the same way the ones sown upon stony ground
are those who, when they hear the Word, at once receive and accept
and welcome it with joy; (17) And they have no real root in
themselves, and so they endure for a little while; then when
trouble or persecution arises on account of the
Word, they immediately are offended (become displeased,
indignant, resentful) and they stumble and fall away.  (18)
And the ones sown among the thorns are others who hear the Word;
(19) Then the cares and anxieties of the world and distractions of
the age, and the pleasure and delight and false glamour and
deceitfulness of riches, and the craving and passionate desire for
other things creep in and choke and suffocate the Word, and it
becomes fruitless. (20) And those sown on the good (well-adapted)
soil are the ones who hear the Word and receive and accept and
welcome it and bear fruit—some thirty times as much as was sown,
some sixty times as much, and some [even] a hundred times as
much. 

In this passage, you don’t hear anything but a description of
what the Seed is (the word of God), and what happens when that word
is sown.


	The word is sown in people’s hearts. An example would be the
dream in your heart of lead worship. Another example would be any
scripture promise that has been illuminated to you as you have read
your bible.

	There are two types of words that can be sown, either a promise
the Lord spoke made real to you, or a scripture promise He
illuminated to you. Either is valid, and both require action.

	The scripture goes on to describe how the enemy has laid traps
to destroy that word sown in your heart so that it doesn’t bear
fruit. That is his only goal, and he uses any combination of all
three methods to bring destruction to your life and that word.

	He will send someone to discourage you immediately after you
realize the promise

	He will send trouble in hopes that any lack of Christ’s love in
your heart will cause the word to fall away and die.

	He will introduce things that may seem good which will become a
distraction from the word, and choke out its life.











If you do not sow God’s promises in your heart and then protect
them by watering God’s word in your heart on a regular basis, YOU
WILL NOT BEAR A FRACTION OF THE FRUIT YOU COULD HAVE AND YOU WILL
FEEL UNSATISFIED AND BE UNHAPPY YEARS DOWN THE ROAD.

Notice there is a phrase that speaks of “they had no root in
themselves” and “no depth of soil”. One day in prayer, the Lord
told my wife the following steps to bring promises to pass and
improve the “condition of your soil”.

Standing on His word for your Promises


	Ask the Lord to make your heart “fallow ground” in the area of
this promise. If the promise is that you are a worship leader, then
ask Jesus to make your heart fallow ground to become a worship
leader.

	Either ask the Lord for your promise, or remind Him that you
have asked Him in the past. In this example, it would be something
like “Lord, I thank you for making me a worship leader who leads
others into your presence by the millions”.

	Then you “water” the promise with scripture promises that He
gives you.

	Previous to this step, ask the Lord for scriptures that relate
to your promise.

	If your promise regards healing, then ask Him for healing
scriptures;

	If you promise regards leading others to Him, then ask for
scripture that have to do with leading others to Him, etc.

	Once you have your list of scriptures, then you water your
promise with your scripture seeds.

	Keep this up, and you will watch the very next phrase of Mark 4
come to pass in your life:







Mark 4:26 – 29

 (26) And He said, ‘The kingdom of God is like a man who
scatters seed upon the ground, (27) And then continues sleeping and
rising night and day while the seed sprouts and grows and
[l]increases—he knows not how. (28) The earth produces [acting] by
itself—first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the
ear. (29) But when the grain is ripe and permits, immediately he
sends forth [the reapers] and puts in the sickle, because the
harvest stands ready.”

Did you notice the farmer was clueless as to the exact way the
earth produced fruit? In this scripture, you can understand the
earth as your heart, or the soil that you plant your promises into.
Take this practice up on a daily basis, and you will see dramatic
results in your life within a year. Don’t rely on your own effort;
instead rely on the covenant of God’s word. It is secure and
unshakeable.

That is worth building your life upon.

Prayer:

“Father, your word says the beginning of wisdom is to fear
You. Give me a healthy fear of the Lord. Instruct me in Your ways.
Help me to recognize the promises you have given me. Make my heart
fallow ground concerning your promises in my life, and give me
vision so I can see your promises and what You hope for
Me.

 Forgive me when I have not given you full sway in my
life. I lay my life down for You and Christ laid down His life for
Me. Make me great. Make me a world changer. Help me bring Your
kingdom here on Earth as it is in Heaven. Help my words honor you
and make room for You. Make me someone who is a doer of Your word
and someone that fully protects your promises and watches them come
to pass over and over and over. I love you Father. In Jesus name,
amen.”

 

Now doesn’t that feel better? Let’s keep reading…

 

 










Chapter 3
CREATING IN THE SPIRIT


As a worship leader, the first thing you are doing is create an
atmosphere of agreement among you and all the people in worship
regarding who God is. You are agreeing that He is God, and that He
is worthy of all honor, glory and praise.

However, this kind of statement can be a challenge for some
people. There are a thousand reasons why someone doesn’t want to
worship God, however, as a worship leader; it is your job to
give someone the best opportunity to choose to enter into
worship. You can’t make them do it, but you can take steps to
help people get there. We will start by creating an atmosphere in
the spirit.

You need to recognize that even though we don’t see angels and
demons with our eyes naturally, they are everywhere we go. You can
sense an evil presence sometimes when you walk in a home where
people have been fighting or when you enter n places of business
where there are some truly evil behaviors. Likewise, when you walk
into the home of someone who knows how to pray, all of a sudden,
you feel better, you can think more clearly, and it becomes easier
for you to approach Jesus and stay in His presence.

There is a very clear process that comes before working of
miracles that we can see in Mark 6:41


	Give thanks to God

	Praise God from your heart

	Worship God as the presence of Heaven comes down



Mark 6:41 “And taking the five loaves and two fish, He looked up
to heaven and, praising God, gave thanks and broke the loaves and
kept on giving them to the disciples to set before the people; and
He [also] divided the two fish among [them] all.”

Let’s practice, right now, wherever you are, start telling Jesus
who He is to you.  Think of some think of things to be
thankful for. Start telling Him about the times that He saved you
from a hurt.

Now tell Him who He is to you. Tell him why you have given your
heart to Him.

Now, don’t you sense His presence? Isn’t the atmosphere changed?
Don’t you have more life in you right now? All you did was the
simple process we see in scripture of entering His gates with
thanksgiving and His courts with praise, just like what we see
Jesus doing before He worked the miracle.

Of course, this isn’t something rote that must be performed
every time you want to be with Jesus, but it is a great method to
approach God with humility and honor. He will never turn away a
contrite heart.

You are creating in the Spirit. With your words and your
heart behind them, you are creating a heavenly atmosphere. You can
do this wherever you are about anything in your life.

More importantly, before you lead worship, this process
helps prepare the room and the people for Him.

Now let’s take it a little further. “See” with
the eyes of your heart what is happening in the Spirit. Invite Him
to sit with you as you are reading right now. Close your eyes, and
look with the eyes of your heart. You may “see” Him sitting with
you, or kneeling next to you, or bring you a gift. It will be
different for everyone. What do you see Him doing? Spend time with
Him right now. Who does He say you are? Ask Him for scripture to
back-up His word.

Training in Creating an Atmosphere with your
Words

The steps you just took are very simple, and they are very
effective in creating an atmosphere ripe for worship and encounter
with Jesus.


	You spoke words of worship, led by what is in your spirit.

	Your words created a place for Him to sit (He is enthroned on
the praises of His people)

	You acknowledged His salvation and who He is

	You invited Him to come and be all that He is.



Those are the basic steps to worship. It’s pretty simple, but
sometimes we make it more complicated than it actually is. Don’t
worry about all the details. Just tell God from your heart who He
is to you, and natural praise will flow in power, and it will
change the atmosphere.

The other step you took of “seeing” into the spirit allows God
to “show” you things in the Spirit. He will Himself walk in the
room, or show you something that is relevant to the current
situation. He likes to communicate using all different kinds of
methods. Don’t put any limitations on Him. Your willingness to
allow Him to “Show” you Himself or things in the Spirit opens up a
whole new way for Him to express Himself. You will love this, and
it will help you lead other people closer to Him. It will give you
a whole new way to express your heart to Him and understand His
heart towards you.

Some people might think this is spooky, but the truth is God was
in the business of giving His people visions long before the new
age movement. The source of the vision is the most important
consideration

I once saw a concert by Delirious?. I thought it was really cool
what they did first. They came out on stage, and then they
themselves began to worship God. They weren’t singing into the
mikes or playing their instruments, they were taking time to honor
God. They were creating an atmosphere with their words in private
worship before they attempted to lead anyone else.

Then, God released them to begin playing. You could almost see
it with your natural eye. It was like a bomb dropped in the
sanctuary. All of a sudden, the atmosphere was prepared for
everyone in the room to enter in.

God will never ignore than kind of honor. Its time this country
recognizes that it is good to honor God without regard to
ourselves. That makes Him smile, and acknowledges He is God, not we
ourselves.

Psalm 100, Amplified Bible  MAKE a joyful noise to the
Lord, all you land! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come before His
presence with singing! Know (perceive, recognize, and understand
with approval) that the Lord is God! It is He Who has made us, not
we ourselves [and we are His]! We are His people and the sheep of
His pasture.

 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving and a thank
offering and into His courts with praise! Be thankful and say so to
Him, bless and affectionately praise His name! For the Lord is
good; His mercy and loving-kindness are everlasting, His
faithfulness and truth endure to all generations.

 

 










Chapter 4
GOD WILL NOT REFUSE A CONTRITE SPIRIT


The whole point of being someone who follows Jesus is that they
follow Jesus.

What???

In your life, you will go through periods of coming closer to
the Lord. You will know Him better. You will know what He likes,
what He doesn’t like. I’ve heard concerts and listened to CD’s that
He really didn’t like. He doesn’t like anything He didn’t initiate
because it was led out of self-effort or worse.

We are in desperate need of a people that is humble towards God
and contrite of Spirit, rather than arrogant and presumptuous. God
is really serious about psalm 100. He created us, not we
ourselves.

Take a moment right now and list who God is to you. This may
seem odd, but I want you to take a few minutes, and think about how
God has delivered you in your life.


	
__________________________________________________________________________

	
__________________________________________________________________________

	
__________________________________________________________________________

	
__________________________________________________________________________



Now think about the dynamics of those times. Do you think God
was thinking about your attitude in those moments? At those times,
were you trusting in Him for deliverance. Did you have faith that
He heard you when you prayed? Did you cry out to Him because you
couldn’t deliver yourself?

As a worship leader, you will be in charge. You will have to
direction to others. You are a leader. You are required to take
initiative and push something through to completion. Your heart
attitude can be one of dominance and control or one of being humble
before God, attempting to lead out of love for Him and wanting to
help others or simply out of an attitude of wanting to do well.

Let me tell a story of a young man. Let’s pretend his name is
Alex (name changed). I was a senior in college, and I had been the
drummer for the worship team for a few years. I had been learning
how to follow God in worship, and I was someone who was functioning
in a supportive role. In the fall, Alex came to a couple of bible
studies and decided to get serious about Jesus. Later that
semester, Alex wanted to help on the worship team. He was a good
singer, and he really had a heart for God. Then someone really
blessed him with a nice acoustic electric guitar, and Alex really
developed into the role of a worship leader. He was always
practicing. He was learning his instrument. He cared about people.
He really did a great job.

About a year into his role, he began to really get advanced in
his playing and singing. He started to become focused on the
performance, maybe a little more than he should have. One evening
we were playing this high school lock in, and the band was back
stage getting ready to go out and begin. Alex was giving some last
minute instruction, and the whole thing just felt dead. I think
Alex was talking about some finer points of the songs, giving last
minute instructions, and I just looked at him and said, “I remember
when you knew how to play 5 chords, and you were happy with that,
and really just focused on worshipping God”.  I didn’t mean to
be blunt, but I was. Alex thought about it for a second, and then
he realize he had gotten caught up in the details. He admitted some
personal things and what the role meant to him that I wouldn’t
share here. Let’s suffice to say that during that performance, Alex
returned to a very honest servant role. I never saw him revert back
to anything else. That worship was so good that night. The students
were really touched, and life was going forth. They saw Jesus,
simple as that.

You see, we can lead from a position of “I know what I’m doing”,
which in some cases means your not relying on God to get it done.
That will never work. What will happen is that you will get on this
endless hamster wheel of trying to perform better and increase your
skills, or the size of your venue, or every little nuance, rather
than simple devotion to the Lord, and letting Holy Spirit do what
He does best: bring order to things.

Why don’t you take a minute and write a list to God of what kind
of worship leader you hope to be, and how you want to co-labor with
Him in the events you lead worship.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Now take your list, and look at the life of Jesus. Did he do
anything that you listed? What are some scriptural examples that
come to mind when you think about how Jesus handled His list?

Make note of those scriptures right here. This will be great to
reference later after you finish this book.

Jesus’ example of my
hopes:___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________

 










Chapter 5
HONORING THE LORD OVER THOSE IN ATTENDANCE


There are a few times the Lord called His own people prostitutes
and whores in the Old Testament. When the Israelites would worship
false gods and idols built by men’s hands, He called them whores.
He was actually comparing them to a person who broke covenant for
exchange of wealth. That’s what a prostitute does. They fornicate
outside of a marriage contract (covenant) in exchange for some form
of wealth, usually money or power.

When you get up in front of people, the pressure is there to
perform. They have come to expect a level of proficiency and there
is an expectation of quality to some level, otherwise people will
give you the look or they may leave.

There are a lot of things wrong with the church today, probably
the worst is the dead religion we sell others as some sort of
solution to the things that are going wrong in their life. 
The whole point of everything from the time that He first
established His covenant with Abraham to the resurrection of Jesus
Christ to the promise He revealed to your heart last night was the
simple fact that God is with us. HE CAME DOWN.

So will someone please explain to me why we are going to water
down our church to the least knowledgeable guy in the room
concerning their relationship with God?

Does that make sense to you? It doesn’t to me, but I did it for
years. I was concerned about offending someone, BUT THE WHOLE POINT
OF THEM ATTENDING THE CHRISTIAN MEETING I HAPPEN TO BE SINGING AT
WAS FOR THEM TO FIND A GOD THEY DIDN’T KNOW PREVIOUSLY AND FIX A
PROBLEM IN THEIR LIFE.

The whole idea of being seeker sensitive basically tells someone
that you don’t have to change, you can come to Jesus just as you
are with all of your garbage, and you can keep it and all the
destructive patterns that got you to that place, just as long as
you sing our songs, pay our tithe and occasionally contribute to
the church pot luck.

The result is whole churches that have a group identity that
says something like “God, we love you, and we will sing these
songs, but we aren’t really that interested in changing.”

SO THIS BRINGS ME TO MY POINT…

Who is getting your honor when you sing – Jesus or the
people?

I have never read one place in the bible in which someone
entered the presence of God and didn’t somehow end up on their
face. They weren’t in sandals and they didn’t tell Jesus, wait a
minute, where’s the coffee bar?

Compare that to when a movie star or some foreign royalty comes
to a hotel near you, all of a sudden, everyone is impressed and
clamoring to just see the person.

But when the King of all Kings tells you to do something, you
ignore Him? That’s just not right. But it happens everyday.

The challenge for you as a worship leader is to not do it
yourself, and set up an atmosphere that honors God. It is not your
responsibility to do the worship for the people. Don’t take on
burdens that aren’t yours. They are responsible for their part,
just as you are for yours.

As I said before, who gets more honor during your worship, Jesus
or the people?

 

This is not a self-help book. It’s a “you seek Him”
book

 

God has a promise that if you seek Him, you will find Him. To
him who asks, he shall receive. To him who seeks, he shall find. To
him who knocks, the door shall be open.

2 Chronicle 7:14 “If My people, who are called
by My name, shall humble themselves,
pray, seek, crave, and require of necessity My
face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven,
forgive their sin, and heal their land.”

I recently just sat with a young man at lunch. He is starting
out in his career, and getting used to being married. In the last
year, he has seen a lot of change. Now he is learning some new
technologies, and making decisions about what skill sets to
acquire. It’s really common, and very normal, for anyone with this
many new things going on in his life to be very excited about those
things. However, nowhere in his conversation did he bring up
anything about the Lord, and that was one of the specific reasons
we were having lunch – to do a bible study.

I have to watch myself in what I do with my time. It’s easy for
me to get caught up in things that entertain or projects that
promise a return. However, there is no substitute for the simple
devotion to God and spending time with Him. There is no substitute
for how much you will grow and the progressive victory you will see
throughout your life. You and those around you will be blessed.

So, this book is not self-help. You can only get help from
Him. 

 










Chapter 6
CREATIVITY AND SONG WRITING


A letter from God.

Why are you choosing to follow the world’s method and tricks to
move people? I’m not talking about electronic sounds, I’m talking
about crafting songs that move people just to move people, rather
than to move Me. Why are you not coming to Me and looking for my
kingdom? Just saying alleluia doesn’t make it a worship song.
Singing a song with a fast tempo doesn’t make it praise.

Songs come from somewhere. They should come from My courts. They
should be expressed out of the kingdom in your hearts. That is a
place of peace, it is a place of absolute and overwhelming love and
victory. Imagine if you were here in My courts. What would you
write about? Your broken heart? I don’t think so. You would write
about grace, you would write about love, you would write about
kindness. You would see truth, love, joy, peace. You would see the
results of My kingdom. You would see the fruit of My presence.

What did I call good religion? I said that if you gave water to
those who were thirsty, you did it to me. If you visited someone in
prison, you did it to Me. If you loved your neighbor, you did it to
me. If you helped the orphan and the widow, your religion has
value.

Your songs should be about loving the Lord your God will all
your heart, mind and soul, and loving your neighbor as yourself.
You write your songs from your life and your perspective. Your
voice matters, and it will be heard by someone who needs to hear
it. I want to hear your song. I want to hear what you will do with
a melody. That is your choice, your style, and your preference. I
love your preference, as long as it is not based in some kind of
rebellion from Me. That hurts you and others, and I can’t bless
anything along those lines. Give the song to Me, let Me write it
with you. I enjoy your creativity, and I will show You mine. I am
the Author of creativity. I will be there in the moment, leading
you on what to do next, and you will not be alone.

As you practice, practice with Me. Sing to me, play to Me, and I
will coach you. I will make you better and give you skills that are
unique to you that no one can emulate. I want you to prosper, and I
want you to have joy. It brings Me joy to watch you use the gifts
that I created you to use. It’s a form of worship.

Enjoy yourself, but please protect yourself by following Me and
keeping your focus on the kingdom. Only then will you be looking
into the place so that you can see my signals on which way to go.
If you aren’t looking at Me, you won’t see when I am telling you
that you are going the wrong way.

I will never leave you or forsake you. No can take you out of My
hand. I fought for you to have the opportunity to have a great life
and fulfill My will for you. I want to empower you on a daily basis
to find My best. Seek Me, and you shall fine Me. It’s that
simple.

Luke speaking….

Sometimes when I journal, I will sense that the Lord wants to
say something. It’s pretty simple for me to just type what I
believe He is saying. As I look over what I just wrote, I don’t see
anything that goes against scripture. I hope it blesses you. 
It’s not gospel obviously and shouldn’t be taken as such, but I do
believe He was trying to encourage you.

As a song writer and a classically trained musician, I
understand the theory going on in songs. I understand phrasing,
harmonic structure. There are people who listen to other players
and song writers to understand what they do. That is a great
method, but is it your source? It shouldn’t be. I’m not saying
those innovations shouldn’t inspire you. I’m saying you need to
know the source of a song.

I’m going to challenge you to be creative on your own. Write
your own lyrics. Write your own melodies. Play your own music.

There is an approach I recommend. I recommend rather than trying
to write for hours, tearing apart songs, I ask that you trust God
to give you the lyric, the melody and the song. I want you to come
to Him and ask for a song. The bible is really clear that if we
ask, we shall find. Why not come to him, spend time with Him, and
trust him to give you a song? He may give you the whole thing, or
perhaps pieces. Some of the very best songs have come in minutes,
and yet they have lasted generations.

Spend time in His presence. Imagine yourself in His throne room.
What would you see? Who would you talk to? What would you talk
about? What is the substance of the conversation?

Take it to the next level: What sounds do you hear? Is there a
counter melody? Do you hear electric sounds, or are they acoustic?
What is the instrumentation? What does the chorus sound like?

Writing music is a very natural process. Keep in mind that as
someone who believes in a God that you can’t see with your eyes,
there are other things just as real as Him. His throne room is
real. Those songs in your heart can come from Him. They can have
life on them that encourages people and gives them new understand
of Jesus and helps them closer to Him.

There is a song writer in our present day named Leeland. Another
is David Crowder. Another is Nicole Nordeman. In all cases, the
songs they write are written from a very personal place with God. I
think I’ve heard all of them say something along the lines of “it’s
odd hearing something that I wrote in my room played on the radio”,
or “It’s uncomfortable to hear something that personal shared with
so many people”. Both statements make me think that their writing
comes out of a very personal time with God, but they shared it with
us because it brings us closer to Him.

Obviously someone who is a Christian can write songs with
different methods, which we all do. However, I think it’s important
to understand the tool you have available of just writing music
from heaven. He wants to write with you. That is what co-laboring
is all about. I think you will like the results.

Let’s try it. Let’s have a goal of getting the melody, the
lyrics, or perhaps the whole song.  Spend some time with the
lord. Imagine you are sitting with Him in Heaven.  Does he
play something for you? Does He give you a gift? Ask the Lord to
give you a song for someone, or perhaps for a group of people.

 

Giving Him your best, not just your
instrument

 

I won’t speak too much about how well you sing or play your
instrument in this book. Basically the point is that you sing or
play well enough that you can focus on Him and you aren’t a
distraction to yourself or those you are leading. The hard part
comes in knowing where the balance on working on the skill vs.
turning every time you do it into a performance.

There is a picture in the old testament of an evil king who came
against Israel. His strategy was to cause Israel to consume it’s
own resources so that it could no longer be effective. Ben-Hadad
was a tyrant King whose strategy was to lay siege to Israel till
they consumed all their resources, and had nothing left for the
Lord.

Satan still uses that trick today. Among worship leaders, it can
look like someone who knows how to get a crowd going by using their
craft, but they have no clue how to pull on the presence of the
Lord. I’m listening to a popular Christian artist right now who is
basically having a great show, but frankly I don’t here much of the
Lord in it. I hear shot out’s to God, but I don’t hear a shout to
God. There is a big difference.  Believe me, God sees the
difference.

In fact, 1John 5:14-15 talks about the Lord hearing prayer when
you pray according to His will. If that is how He treats prayer,
something direct and intimate, how do you think He treats “worship”
that really isn’t “worship”? Is He listening. I’m not sure he is. I
know He is seeking those that worship Him in the Spirit and Truth,
and that seems to imply that He is passing over those who aren’t –
just a thought. (sobering to me as well)

Your worship is a sacrifice, it’s not meant to be given in ease.
There is a price, and ultimately, the Lord chooses when and how you
give the sacrifice. Your worship is meant to come from a grateful,
contrite, joyful heart. That worship will bear fruit, and will
edify those that listen. Satan’s goal is to stop you from bearing
fruit. If he can’t stop you from singing to God, then perhaps he
can get you to worry about how you look, or how you play, or all
the elements that go into the performance so you are crowded in
your thinking so you never even hear Holy Spirit as He tries to
talk to you.  Or perhaps satan can get you distracted with
things in the performance that aren’t going the way you would like.
For those of you who are perfectionist, that’s a really tough
one.

Remember, the strategy is to make you consume your own resources
so you have no sacrifice. Protect your heart. Protect your
relationship with Him. Protect your intimacy. The most important
thing you can give in worship is a heart that loves God. You don’t
have to do anything else, and He will be with you in power, and the
people will be blessed.

Then the Lord will lead you in battle to defeat all tyrant kings
in the lives of those who are listening, and together you can all
approach the Lord and really glorify him. Just think, from Earth
you get to put a smile on the face of your Father in Heaven. What
an awesome power and opportunity.

Let’s talk about a few practical steps you can take when it’s
time for you to lead worship that will keep your head in the right
place.


	Read Psalm 100 (quoted above)

	Take a moment and write down what Psalm 100 means to you. Take
the next few lines and write it down. Really think about it, and
what He is trying to say. How does it apply to you?

	When you write this down, you can come back to this later, and
it will really bless you. Take 10 minutes and talk to the Lord
about Psalm 100 and write down your thoughts. 



 










Chapter 7
ABOVE ALL, LOVE GOD


You hear a lot about this as a young believer, and most of the
time people spend a lot of time trying to figure out what this
means.  What does the bible discuss regarding love? We see the
story of the good Samaritan in which a man was hurt lying beside
the road, and different people passed him up, offering no help.
Finally, the Good Samaritan housed and cared for the hurt man out
of his own pocket. This was one of the examples Jesus used to
describe love.

In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul discussed that if he could do all the
signs, miracles and had all knowledge, but he didn’t have love, it
meant nothing.

So what does all this mean for a worship leader? Well, the first
thing it means is you should recognize the opportunities that God
gives you to show love to others in practical ways. If you look for
them, and better yet ask for them, you will see those opportunities
everyday.

I’ve seen many players think that when they are actually
performing, that is in itself their ministry. I can tell you that
if you allow yourself to compartmentalize your life such that you
become uber-Christian when you are in ministry settings only,
that’s really evidence of a deeper problem, and you probably aren’t
bearing that much fruit even when in Christian settings.

The best way to break that pattern is to:


	Ask the Lord to prepare you and make you ready for His
works;

	As the Lord to use you in His plans;

	Order your paths to be in the right place at the right time to
do His will;

	Teach you how to work with Him in life.



You don’t have to be a spiritual giant to be useful; you only
need to be ready and willing.

 

Let’s talk about loving God during worship

 

In worship, it’s easy to get caught up in playing right chords,
monitoring the “temperature” of the room, or trying not to be
annoyed at the guy who is being annoying. All of those things can
happen, and will happen to most people, but the best place to be is
when it seems like you aren’t thinking about any of those things,
and God is showing you something of Himself.

When you are in worship, you don’t need to try to do or not do
anything. In the Old Testament, we see worship as a response when
people encounter God. In every case in which they came into His
presence, they were filled with wonder and awe, and then had
different reactions. Here are a few:


	Isaiah 6:1 –  “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw
the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of
his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with
six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they
covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were
calling to one another:   “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD
Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 4 At the sound of
their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was
filled with smoke. 5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined!
For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD
Almighty.”

	John 12:2-4 “Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha
served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with
him. 3 Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an
expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet
with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the
perfume.”

	Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats
against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and
asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he
found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he
might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus
on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4
He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute me?” 5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul
asked.



In each situation, the reaction to the presence of the Lord was
different, but each one authentic. When people get around Jesus,
they change quickly. You don’t have to convince anyone its Jesus
when you get in His presence. He needs no introduction. We all
know.

Your job is to simply be intimate with Him while playing. Be
creative about it. Honestly, I wonder what Jesus would do if He
were playing lead guitar? What would he do with the next phrase of
the song? Which songs are his favorites? You can ask Him what His
preferences are, He will tell you.

He may show you things to come. He may explain to you things
from your past. He may show you a picture of Him walking through
the audience.  As long as your heart is resting on how to
honor Him, He will take care of the rest.

 

What happens if something is hindering the
people?

 

Ok, this is the common thing every worship leader goes through.
The people may get bored, or maybe they are tired, or perhaps for
some reason everything feels “off” tonight.

If the people are bored, then they need a reminder of why they
are worshipping, and they frankly need to each press in to tell God
who He is in their lives.

There is a passage  (1 Samuel 30:6) in which David
encouraged himself to praise God. He had good reason to want to be
depressed, the enemy had just ransacked his city while he and his
men were gone taken all their wealth, women and children.  Oh
yeah, and his men were about to kill him.

David was someone who knew God, and knew his promises, but even
he had a bad day, and wanted to throw a pity party. Put yourself in
his shoes. However, David knew that he had to give God everything
in order to find victory. David chose to give Him all of his heart,
and make himself worship, even when he didn’t feel like it.

As a worship leader, part of your job will be to get people
thinking right. You can’t do it for them. I tell people to remind
God of who He is in their lives, or maybe I tell them to find
something to be grateful for that He has done for them. Whatever
the case, the people must remember their God.

If the people are tired, there could be something spiritual
stifling the meeting. As the Lord what you should do. You may feel
like you need to pray for the people. Do it. Ask God to lead your
prayer. You may feel like you need to sing a certain song – do it.
That kind of partnership with god will help people get their act
together and honor Him.

Lastly, if things feel “off”, but you know it isn’t the people,
then there are probably some forces from satan at work trying to
shut down the worship. The best method to bring satan down is to
aggressively lift Jesus up. Don’t worry as much with getting satan
out of your meeting as you do with making sure Jesus is present. He
will take care of everything else. 

The Lord may show you a particular solution, or reveal to you
something that is over the city, or perhaps the area you are in.
Don’t try to pray against those things without direct instruction
from Jesus. He is the commander of the heavenly armies; we should
only go to way at His command.

Honestly, the Lord will tell you to do different things at
different times. If you worship Him, He will always guide you, and
you will be equipped to get the job done well.

 

Give the Lord your best, He will multiply

 

God works on the principle of sowing and reaping. Nothing you
ever do will go to waste if you are faithful with the thing He has
given you to do. In this passage, I also need to discuss that He
will test you as a worship leader. One of the most common forms of
test is no one listening. (Not my favorite, to be sure)

God will give you a promise. It will be personal to you. It will
touch your heart. You could talk to your friends for hours about it
if they let you. It has value to you.

Let’s assume that this promise has something to do with leading
worship, or perhaps some help that people realize by you leading
worship or performing. There is a core element to that promise.

Write down that promise right now.

 

Now, I want you to pray, and ask the Lord what he wants you to
do about that promise today. What can you do today regarding that
promise? Write it down. 

 

Now, ask the Lord how He wants you do go about preparing for or
doing that promise in the future? How can you prepare?

 

Finally, ask Him what His favorite thing is about that
promise. 

 

 

 

 










Chapter 8
THE LORD KNOWS THE HEART


In life you will go through many seasons. Some are long, others
may be short. In one season, you may find yourself really well
liked, in other seasons; you may not have anyone who can stand to
be n the same room with you.

We all go through a process of drawing nearer to God, and He
introduces something to us that He wants to do in our lives, and we
would rather not change, so we ignore it.

The problems only really start showing up when we choose to keep
ignoring whatever He is telling us to do.

The same is true of people as is of congregations.

One of the worst things that can happen, and you may see more
often than most is when individuals or congregations forget to
earnestly worship God, or they no longer count it as important.

I Haggai, the Lord rebukes the people who didn’t build His
house, even though they had all the time and resources they needed.
They just allowed other distractions to come, and never took the
initiative to get the job done.

The consequences? They may sound familiar to what you have
already seen:

Haggai1: 6 “You have sown much, but you have reaped little; you
eat, but you do not have enough; you drink, but you do not have
your fill; you clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; and he who
earns wages has earned them to put them in a bag with holes in
it.”

I was guilty of this when the Lord first taught me about it. I
really identified with all of these symptoms of someone who didn’t
build the Lords house in their own life first. I was too busy
building my own.

When I read this scripture after the Lord led me to it, I was
freaked out. I repented so fast and began to prioritize building
His house in my life and regularly engaging in worship, I think
even I made Jesus’ head spin!

What are examples of building His house first?


	You aren’t focused on staying out of sin as much as you are
engaging the Lord in little things and big things everyday.

	You care about His heart and how what you do makes Him
feel.

	Your aren’t so concerned with other people’s opinion on
things

	You couldn’t care less about having a form of godliness but not
power. You want the authentic presence and power of God, or
nothing.

	Jesus knows you because you draw near to Him

	You are aware of the project He has you doing on a regular
basis

	You care about revealing Isaiah 61 in your own life. Those
words are valuable to you and you want to be an Oak of
righteousness and the planting of the Lord that He may be
glorified.



When Jesus healed the demoniac, He was at the cemetery. That was
a picture of religion used as a derogatory term. This man was an
Israelite who had a covenant with God, and who was not supposed to
be tormented by demons, yet here he was (this speaks to a problem
with the state of Israel at that time in addition to him
personally).

In today’s time, we are seeing a shift in which it is no longer
acceptable for God’s people to not walk in His power.  The
difference in your life will be amazing as you learn how to walk in
His power in every aspect of who Jesus is, revealing that in your
worship as well as in your personal life.

God will use you everyday, ready to make you someone who can be
useful in situations when no one else can reach a soul. In 1:8
Peter, he says if these qualities are yours AND ARE INCREASING,
then you will be useful for every good work. This passage is full
of a description of what our lives should look like all the
time.

1 Peter 1:3 – 8  “For His divine power has
bestowed upon us all things that [are requisite and suited]
to life and godliness, through the [full,
personal] knowledge of Him Who called us by and to His own glory
and excellence (virtue). (4) By means of these He has
bestowed on us His precious and exceedingly great promises, so that
through them you may escape [by flight] from the moral decay
(rottenness and corruption) that is in the world because of
covetousness (lust and greed), and become sharers (partakers) of
the divine nature. (5) For this very reason, [adding your diligence
[to the divine promises], employ every effort in [exercising your
faith to develop virtue (excellence, resolution, Christian energy),
and in [exercising] virtue [develop] knowledge
(intelligence),  (6) And in [exercising] knowledge [develop]
self-control, and in [exercising] self-control [develop]
steadfastness (patience, endurance), and in [exercising]
steadfastness [develop] godliness (piety),  (7) And in
[exercising] godliness [develop] brotherly affection, and in
[exercising] brotherly affection [develop] Christian love. 
(8) For as these qualities are yours and increasingly abound in
you, they will keep [you] from being idle or unfruitful unto the
[full personal] knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah,
the Anointed One).

In verse 3, Peter writes about the fact that God gave us His
divine power. No why would God give us His divine power? Is it for
us to get healed and be able to watch TV in a good mood? I don’t
think so. We are given power to be useful and make an impact for
Him. Also note that He gave us all things that are suited to life
through two things: the full and personal knowledge of Jesus and by
His own glory and excellence.

Side note on this point, sometimes I find myself going through
my day, or through a week, and I really haven’t relied on the Lord
that much. I pretty much stayed in my daily routine. I didn’t
really acknowledge Him in a vital necessity to have life worth
living or being a strong blessing to others. My wife and I ask the
Lord for His opportunities to witness to someone or be a blessing,
and I mean a life-changing blessing to someone TODAY. I can tell
you, when we engage in that pray and we mean, God takes us up on
that request, and we find ourselves praying with all kinds of
people. In the last couple of weeks we prayed for three teenagers
of a great family that was really going through a tough time. The
parents were so grateful and the brothers and sister were totally
refreshed and have new hope in God. We also prayed for a husband
and wife of a different family for significant healing in their
marriage. I won’t go into the personal details, but they were in a
tough place, and Jesus showed up so awesome, and both husband and
wife were totally repentant and turning to Jesus in a way they
hadn’t in 10 years. That was just in the last couple of weeks.
That’s not bragging, that’s God giving us a chance to really be
useful for other people and use what He has given us. We are really
grateful.

 

In verse 4, God talks about the nature of precious promises.
When you don’t have Jesus, then you basically are pursuing things
in life on your own. Usually that turns into some form of lust. I
don’t care if it is money, fame, power, people to like you,
whatever – if that desire takes the place of trusting God in your
life, you will find trouble. The whole reason God gives us
promises in our own lives is to allow us to escape the lust that
seduces people who don’t have God (or maybe people who do
know Jesus but aren’t trusting Him in every area of their hearts –
we’ve all done that). However, God created us to need vision and
hope in our lives. He created those. He is the One who knows the
vision that He has for our lives, and this life on Earth is about
His revealing His will to us in such a way that reveals His beauty
and how much He really cares. Man, God really loves us, but if you
never trust Him, you won’t allow Him to show you, and you will
never know for yourself.

In verses 5 – 7, God talks about the attributes of where true
value and growth in the Christian life lead to real godly love.
Those are the attributes of your life that God is after, and what
He has a vision for. He isn’t concerned about your career in the
way we think. All activities in this life have to do with the
transformation we go through as described in Isaiah 61 at the very
beginning of this book. We are each destined to be transformed into
the image of Christ by the renewing of our minds (Rom. 12:2) to let
all these attributes grow and increase, so that we become Oaks of
Righteousness, the Planting of the Lord, that He may be Glorified.
When you are truly walking in Godly love, everywhere you go, you
leave life, not death.

When I was a child, I grew up on a boat. I understand how to
recognize the size of a boat by the wake it leaves in the water. I
remember looking for the large powerboats while water skiing so I
could take advantage of those waves.

When I got a little older, I recognized that all us left a wake
in our lives similar to those boats. We could look behind us to see
what kind of fruit we bore. Unfortunately, all I saw was women with
broken hearts and people I had used. I was horrified that I had
become all the things I detested when I was a child.

Well, I made it a goal to leave life as a Christian instead of
death. I can tell you that by Gods grace, I’m leaving life behind
me rather than death. I am telling you that is God’s grace.

Well, after I realized I could leave more life by earnestly
pursuing being a blessing to others and asking God for
opportunities to be a blessing. So when I say that vs. 8 talks
about what happens when the character qualities expressed in vs. 5
– 7 are yours and are increasing that they will keep you from being
unfruitful or idle, it means that those very qualities will create
the desire in you to be that blessing so that YOU WON’T BE
IDLE.

Parting thoughts

Your worship ministry is about your worship. If you earnestly
love your God, you will express Him clearly in your music. The
image you put out there will have life on it, and it will multiply
life in those that hear you.

Your prayer life will be vibrant and will be meaningful in not
only expressing your needs, but also releasing God’s will on
others.

As you learn your instrument, recognize it is a tool to express
yourself to Him, the instrument in itself is not the thing that
your worship.

As your get to know Jesus better and better, recognize that He
will challenge you with new opportunities. Take them. Go on this
journey with Him. He will lead you in your path, He will take care
of the playing and performance opportunities. When He is in charge
of your schedule (and not you), then He will maintain your schedule
and you won’t have to try to do it without relying on Him.

I’m so excited for you. God loves you, and He loves it when you
play for and sing to Him. Have fun. May the fear of God and His
love fill your heart.  
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