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“… . there is something unnerving
about her and her shifting loyalties." —Westley
Weimer



“All the public business in Congress now connects itself with
intrigues, and there is great danger that the whole government will
degenerate into a struggle of cabals” —John Quincy
Adams

 

 


Queen Zenobia Markov
sat uneasily on her throne.



Her unfaithful King was only getting older and more senile as time
went on, and only Gregor was here now to keep an eye on the
kingdom. Brion had gone off to play superhero, and as for that
foolish Tara, that girl who was not even her child at all… .



Her thoughts were interrupted.



Shots echoed through the castle, resonating in the throne room.
There were cries of pain, and the clash of battle. She stood up
uncertainly. “What is going on?!?” she demanded.



Her husband rose with arthritic slowness. “That thought occurred to
me also, my dear. It seems we are under attack.”



“I haven’t been your ‘dear’ for twenty years,” she snapped. He only
looked at her blankly, and she sighed, realizing the old fool
probably didn’t even remember his infidelity, despite that little
brat Tara being born from it.



Such thoughts were cut off as the throne room double doors slammed
open, Prince Gregor frantically backing through them, gun in hand,
firing at enemies she could not yet see.



The Queen froze, and the King stared. No Markovian Royal had
wielded a gun in a generation; they relied on powers granted by
experimentation for that, when they defended themselves at all. And
Gregor had never visited Doctor Jace…



He took a bullet in the shoulder, and stumbled back, spraying
bullets in return.



Then they came, men in gray and silver uniforms, shooting with long
sleek weapons that were almost rifles.



“Mother, father, flee! Get to the sanctuary—” Gregor began, but
that was as far as he got.



One of the soldiers turned and open fire on Queen Zenobia, and for
her, everything went black.

 

 

 


Gregor sat alone, holding his father’s
lifeless body in his lap.



He had defeated the last of the intruders; they lay slumped in the
doorway. But the damage had been done.



He had defeated their mysterious enemies… this time. But it was too
late. Far too late. He wept over his father’s cooling corpse.



His mother lay slumped across her throne, bleeding. But she was
still alive. Unconscious, but alive. She was breathing and she had
a rapid, thready pulse.



He got up, slowly, furiously. He had enough. He was in command now,
at least until mother woke up. If she ever did. And he would not
stand idly by and let these mysterious assassins destroy his
homeland.



He checked on mother once more, and then stormed out of the throne
room, calling for any surviving guards, and the royal doctors. If
Doctor Jace was still present, he’d like to talk to her, as well.
She had a number of contacts that might be able to help them.



This time, there would be no holding back.

 

 

 


Later…

Terra sat on the Squad plane, staring at nothing.



She was going home.



Unrest in Petrovnik itself. Unknown technology. Both the Squad and
agents of Checkmate called in to deal with it.



Brion would be there too, but at the moment that was the only dim
thread of comfort she could find.



The idea of returning to the nation-state of her birth was… less
than appealing. If being a member of the Suicide Squad was getting
worse and worse as time went on—and it was—then returning to
Markovia, in any capacity, only added insult to injury.



One of the many things she had wanted when she acquired her powers,
put on her costume and began her life of crime was to never return
to Markovia again.



But she had no choice.



She had long since earned her parole during her tenure on the
Squad; theoretically, she could leave at any time.



But she had to have someplace to go, first. And at the moment she
had none. Wandering out alone back into the villain scene was not
an option. She might run into Geomancer again, or simply be
recaptured. And she had no doubt that if that happened she would
not get another chance. Certainly Markovia itself was the last
place she would have chosen.



Sighing, she put her earpiece in. She scowled in annoyance and
disgust as she recognized the song; "Coming Home" by Alter Bridge.
She ripped out the ear piece and threw it to the floor.



"You okay, Terra?" Vixen asked her.



"Oh yah, I'm just peachy," Terra sneered, and lit up a
cigarette.



Unexpectedly, Vixen smiled. “I know this is difficult for you,” she
said.



Terra shrugged and inhaled. “What choice have I got?” she asked,
spewing smoke out at Mari like a questioning haze.



“There’s always a choice,” Mari said simply.



Terra stared at her, thoughtfully.

 

 

 



As the plane descended into the bronze spires of Petrovnik,
Terra’s mood did not improve.



The castle was as it had always been, staid, bronze and marble,
pretentious, echoing. Empty. Terra had seen television programs on
what the world would be like if people disappeared; well, as far as
she was concerned, Castle Markov had been empty for a long time.
Except for unquiet ghosts of that which should not have been.



Including, by some peoples’ reckoning, herself.



Geo-Force was waiting for them. The Squad looked at him curiously;
unlike Terra, his costume was a garish green and yellow, and the
design was somewhat different, but clearly she knew him. And there
was something about the eyes…



Manhunter and Vixen had read Terra’s files, of course, and knew
about their connection. But even they wondered how much they didn’t
know.



Terra approached her brother uncertainly. His eyes lit up and he
was clearly happy to see her, but he was also troubled.



Any concerns she might have had were mitigated when he reached for
her. “Sister, please… .”



She flew into his arms without further protest. Without asking
about the sanctity of their secret identities (here in the heart of
Markovia itself, did it really matter?), without any inquires about
exactly what had happened, without any questions at all, she simply
hugged the only person in this land she was actually happy to
see.



“Hi, bro,” she muttered softly into his chest.



Geo-Force slipped into their native language. “<Father is
dead, Tara. Mother is in the hospital, comatose. Gregor has seized
the throne, our homeland is in chaos.>”



The death of her father did give Terra pause, but only for a long
moment. Slowly she raised her head and looked at him, quelling her
anger for only a moment. “<I am sorry about father, Brion.
But the queen is your mother, and this is your country. Not mine. I
was never anything more than an unwanted guest
here.>”



Geo-Force shook his head. “<Only because you insisted upon
seeing yourself that way, dear sister. I know you and mother have
never gotten along, but it was you that chose to see this as a
strange place. And surely now you must understand we all have to do
our part.>”



She sighed and bit back on her anger, that she would have thrown in
the face of anyone else. “<I am all too familiar with what I
must do, dear brother. But I won’t do it for that reason. Nor for
the country. Only for you.>”



Geo-Force masked his disappointment behind a sad smile. “<I
am pleased that at least one person from this land means something
to you.>”



Manhunter stepped forward. “Erm, I hate to break this up, but…
”



“Yes, of course,” Geo-Force assumed a more formal stance, and Terra
stepped away from him. The prince went on, “The King has been
slain, and the Queen is comatose. Gregor is now King, and all is
not well.”



“Understatement of the century,” Terra muttered.



“Yes,” Geo-Force agreed heavily. “He is using some unknown
technology to maintain order. I have seen it… it disturbs
me.”

 

 

 


Roy Harper was on his way to Titans
Tower, but his heart was heavy.



He wanted to visit his old friends, but he was going in with
ulterior motives. Checkmate had sent him.



He had a message for Cyborg… and he knew that Victor would not be
happy. Not happy, at all.



He sighed.



The Tower defenses still recognized him, of course. He stepped
through, nodding to Wonder Girl and Starfire, but no bad pickup
lines from him. Not this time.



“Hey Roy,” Nightwing greeted him. “Good to see you.”



Roy shook his hand. “And you.”



“Hey Speedy.” Beast Boy was hanging upside down from a computer
monitor as a monkey. “How goes the government cloak and dagger
business?”



“Badly, actually. I need to talk to Vic. Well, to all of you, but
Vic first and foremost. It concerns… his father.”



Everybody went still and silent.



“… I’ll go get him,” Gar said, and slipped away.



Starfire came up behind Nightwing. “It’s bad, isn’t it?”



“That’s one way to put it,” Roy agreed.

 

 

 



Elsewhere…



A woman sat in shadow, in a high backed chair.



She was nominally involved with a much larger group… .but this was
her own concern. Not that she wouldn’t share her success with her
“Friends” if all went as she hoped.



“The fourth squad has failed,” a dry, weary voice said.



The woman hissed irritably. “This new weapon must be taken
out.”



“We have another problem. Costumed metahumans have arrived.”



She leaned forward. “Oh, really? Tell me more… ”

 

 

 



The Squad stared at the machine. The soldier. The…
.thing.



“Where on earth did you find that, Gregor?” Geo-Force asked.



“We had actually been looking into purchasing up to date weapons
for some time, even before this,” Gregor said. “When father was
killed, I used the treasury to buy something worthwhile.” He turned
and looked at Terra. “Sister, I trust you will be at the
funeral?”



Terra shrugged. “If you’re sure you want me there.”



The other Squad members couldn’t help but notice that relations
between Terra and Gregor were much more frigid than with
Geo-Force.



“I still can’t get over you being part of this family,” Vixen
murmured.



“You don’t know the half of it,” Terra whispered back.



“Why exactly has our prodigal sister brought her group with her?”
Gregor asked, turning to the Squad.



“The US Government is, understandably, concerned about the
stability of your country,” Manhunter said. “And we told that the
technology you were using is… .outre. They want more
information.”



Gregor scowled. “We are not an American satellite.”



“Of course not,” said Manhunter, holding up his hands. “But this
technology… .you can understand our concern.”



Geo-Force had his own liaisons with other costumed types, but for
the moment he was keeping them very quiet. Certainly he didn’t want
to share the information with Gregor; it would only complicate
matters.



Gregor smiled thinly. “You can understand my concern in protecting
my homeland.”



“That is the other question,” Vixen put in. “Who are these
assassins?”



“We had enough of that in Africa,” Electrocutioner muttered.



Gregor scowled again. “That I would also like to know. I get the
distinct impression they want to capture this fine soldier since I
bought him. Clearly they are technological advocates; they are
always dead in their suits when we try to capture them alive, and
they have no identification. But so long as I have my friend here…
.” he gestured once more to the thing behind him, “I am confident
Markovia shall defeat them,” he finished proudly.



The object of their discussion stood at over two feet tall,
gunmetal gray body with black veins all over it. Its eyes blazed
red. They were not certain whether it was a living being or a
machine.



“It has physical combat abilities, as you no doubt guessed,” Gregor
said proudly. To Manhunter he sounded for all the world like a used
car salesman. “But also ranged attacks in the form of lasers. It
cannot exactly fly, but it can jump quite high, and while it cannot
achieve super sped it is certainly faster than any normal person.”
He drew a deep breath, radiating satisfaction. “It has been quite
effective in defeating these insurgents.”



The Parademon was glaring into the creature’s eyes. Knockout
restrained him with a gentle hand and a harsh word in their dark
language. It subsided, but its crimson eyes were clearly focused on
the creature.



“Gregor,” Terra said dryly, “I think you finally flipped your
lid.”



“Thank you for your opinion, bastard,” Gregor sneered.



Terra’s eyes flashed, then she shrugged. “You wanna insult me,
you’re gonna have to do better than stating the dry facts.”



Geo-Force stepped between them. “Enough of this. Brother, surely
you can talk to me about this at least?”



Gregor looked away. “Doctor Jace put me in contact with a man who
was willing to sell,” he muttered.



Manhunter looked up. “What man?”



“An old American scientist. A black man of some knowledge,
training, and bitterness… a man after my own heart… ”

 

 

 


Doctor Jace moved protectively around
the American and refused to give her name.



For her part, Terra was still creeped out by this woman who had
given her and Geo-Force their powers. She had been grateful enough
at the time, but Jace, in late middle age, had eyes that gleamed
with she knew not what. It wasn’t like Killer Frost’s cheerful
nastiness. It was something much more detached.



The man with her seemed old and broken down… .until you looked in
his eyes. They burned with a fierce determination that Terra
understood. It was much like her own anger.



“A Manhunter,” said Doctor Jace breathed. “I thought your kind were
all lost.”



“The Cult itself was destroyed,” Manhunter said, shifting
uncertainly under her gaze. “Though I continue on.” He decided not
to mention he wasn’t the only one. “You knew of them?”



Jace waved an idle hand, “Oh, I had dealings with them, once upon a
time.”



“Where exactly did this technology come from?” Manhunter
asked.



“The original source,” the man said, averting his gaze, “Was a AI
sentient supercomputer satellite called ‘Brother Eye’. It was very
powerful and had been built by someone with access to amazing
technology. It was on some sort of mission. It came here… looking
for someone."



"And it just so happened to find you?" Resurrection Man remarked.
"How convenient."



"For some reason it was drawn to me. I was… similar in many ways to
it's creator." he explained. "It allowed me to do some examinations
of itself. From it, I extrapolated several prototypes, finishing
with the unit as you have now seen it.”



“You played with some sort of unknown technology?” Killer Frost
raised an eyebrow, impressed.



“Not from Apokolips, I hope,” Resurrection Man said.



“No,” said Doctor Jace, warming to the subject. Her enthusiasm was
disturbing to all of them. Even Enchantress raised a brow. Jace
went on, “Apokoliptian technology has a very particular style, and
has a very peculiar energy profile when studied with radiation
equipment. While I did not see the Brother Eye for myself, my
associate has provided me with the relevant readouts. It was an
entirely different profile.”



“Didn’t you have any consideration of the risk you were taking?”
Manhunter shook his head.



“Power is worth any price, and I should know,” Enchantress put
in.



“Yes, thanks for that,” Terra rolled her eyes. Enchantress had
become creepier lately, she couldn’t say why.



They were in a difficult position. They couldn’t exactly tell Dr
Jace and her mysterious friend that they were wrong, or demand any
information from them. The fact that Gregor had allowed the Squad
to see them at all was a major concession.



“What about this ‘Brother Eye?’” Resurrection Man asked. “Where is
it now?”



The old, grizzled black man looked away. “It departed on it's own.
It said it had to 'complete it's search' for whoever… or whatever
it was seeking. I collected my research and applied it to… various
projects I was working on.”



“Wait a minute… .it spoke?” Terra stared.



The man nodded. “Like I told you… it was a sentient orb. I don’t
know how else to describe it.”



Geo-Force and Terra exchanged a look. “The rest of you… .continue
your discussions,” Geo-Force said. “I think I must… .talk to Gregor
about this.” He stormed out.

 

 

 


They didn’t get much more out of Doctor
Jace and her American friend. Nor did they expect to.



They left a few minutes later. They could hear Gregor and Geo-Force
shouting at each other, echoing up and down the halls.



Terra smirked. “They’ll be at it for hours. Especially with the
stakes so high.”



“You don’t sound terribly bothered,” Killer Frost said.



Terra shrugged. “I care about Geo-Force. I’ve no desire to see this
land go to hell, and Gregor seems half inclined to let that happen
so long as he wins. Beyond that… this was never my home.”



“Yes, I think we can all take that as read,” Manhunter sighed. “No
offense.”



Terra shrugged again. “Sooner we get this cleared up and get out,
the better.”



“On that we are all agreed. There’s nothing we can do about Doctor
Jace and her ‘friend’ for the moment. Besides, Waller left me with
the impression that was Checkmate’s job.”



The entire group groaned. “I did wonder when they were gonna show,”
Terra said.



“We won’t know until they make themselves known. In the meantime we
have to face these invaders, find out where they’re coming from,
and take them out. I’ll need your skills in that line,
Catman.”



The hunter nodded, made a face. “We’ll have to wheedle Gregor into
letting us look at the bodies. For all I know Jace might have
them.”



“Have any of you considered the possibility,” Frost said, trailing
a finger along the wall, “That Checkmate might be behind the
insurgency?”



“Wouldn’t surprise me,” Electrocutioner grunted.



The group fell silent as they considered that unpleasant
possibility. Manhunter and Vixen exchanged an uneasy look.



“If so, we’ll find out the hard way,” Manhunter finally said. “And
in the process, expose them. They want to give us the opportunity
to beat on some of their proxies… ”



“Or on the spooks themselves,” Electrocutioner nodded slowly.



“So much the better,” Frost finished.

 

 

 


Gregor had, grudgingly, allowed the
Squad to take rooms in the castle.



Terra, of course, had been given back her old room.



She stared around. Things had been preserved exactly as she had
left them.



She closed her eyes, breathed out, and slipped off her heavy horned
cowl. The false ponytail slipped free. She shook out her own short
blonde ruff and collapsed on the bed, holding back tears of
rage.



She had sworn never to come back here. Never.



Geo-Force slipped in quietly. “<Do you think your group will
find out who is behind this?>"



"<We will,>" Terra sighed. She didn’t bother to
protest it wasn’t really her group, any more than Markovia was her
country. "<We have to. And then I’ll get out of
here.>”



"<Where will you go?>"



“<I don’t know.>”



“<You could stay… >”



Terra didn’t even bother to answer that. She just looked at
him.



“<Tara… .>”



“<I know, Brion, I know.>”



They hugged, then Geo-Force left her to sleep.

 

 

 


They had barely gotten up the next
morning when the alert came. A group of costumed metahumans had
appeared in the southern province of Zheldov.



“Brother,” said Geo-Force, “Let the Squad and I handle this. Keep
your pet destroyer in its pen, for now.”



Gregor stared long and hard at him, crown glittering on his head.
Finally, he said, “I’ll give you an hour’s head start. If you’ve
not won by then, I’ll unleash my defender.”

 

 

 


The Squad, with Geo-Force, moved
quickly to the south.



Terra moved on ahead, even though Manhunter was calling her back.
Whoever these new Metas were, the bad guys had brought out the big
guns.



She felt her lips twist in a wry, unpleasant smile. Defending her
“homeland”. A place she didn’t even want to be. Even so, Doctor
Jace and her American friend were giving her the creeps. Something
else was going on. Partly, she was sure, Gregor was withholding
information; she also thought maybe that pair was hiding stuff from
him, too. She was more than slightly reminded of the mad scientist
duo she had fought during the first mission on the Squad.



They were massed over the next rise. Serious metahuman firepower,
of that she was sure.



She frowned. Such bright costumes? They almost seemed like
superheroes… .



She came floating up over a small hill, and looked down on a kid
with green skin, in a black and purple costume. Not much older than
herself, and kinda cute, actually… .



The green kid stared back up at her. “Heads up guys! We’ve got
trouble!”



“That you do, green-cheese,” Terra agreed. “That you do…
”

 



Continued in Teen Titans #27!
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fully aware of what's going on...



	


Suicide Squad
#29 (2008)
Suicide Squad: Down With the Sickness, Part Two (of Two).

The conspiracy behind the virus is more convoluted than anyone
thought and Malthus makes a personal decision.



	


Suicide Squad
#30 (2008)
Suicide Squad: Fracture, Part One (of Four).

The magical pact that June made with Enchantress finally moves
center stage. Enchantress goads June on a quest to make her hold on
Mitch permanent. What neither of them realizes is the consequences
of this decision may very well tear the Squad apart...



	


Teen
Titans #37 (2008)
Teen Titans: The White Rose, Part One (of Five).

The Titans discover Deathstroke's own mysterious daughter, Rose.
But what is truly going on between father and daughter?



	


Maximum Batman
#5 (2009)
Maximum Batman: "Bad Business as Usual"



	


Maximum Batman
#6 (2009)
Maximum Batman: Change, Not All of it Good.



	


Teen
Titans #44 (2009)
Teen Titans: When Circe Comes Calling..., Part Three (of
Three).

As the female Titans must battle their mind-controlled male
counterparts, Wonder Girl must face Circe alone...and neither of
them will be the same again afterwards.



	


Teen
Titans #40 (2009)
Teen Titans: The White Rose, Part Four (of Five).

The Titans' conflict with the Lord of Time comes to a
head....and they've barely had time to recover from that before
Deathstroke makes his next move.



	


Teen
Titans #38 (2009)
Teen Titans: The White Rose, Part Two (of Five).

Rose has had some small amount of time to settle in as a team
member. But now comes the first real test, as the Titans face the
return of....the Mad Mod?!? And they must do it without the help of
a battered and bruised Kid Flash!



	


Suicide Squad
#31 (2009)
Suicide Squad: Fracture, Part Two (of Four).

Enchantress, June and Mitch head towards South America in their
search, unaware that they are being pursued...



	


Suicide Squad
#33 (2009)
Suicide Squad: Fracture, Part Four (of Four).

Fracture reaches its conclusion. Neither June nor Enchantress
nor Mitch nor the Squad as a whole will be the same again.



	


Suicide Squad
#35 (2009)
Suicide Squad: War in the Corridors of Power, Part One (of
Four).

"War in The Corridors of Power" begins, the last story in this
era of the Suicide Squad. A conspiracy is brewing in the Pentagon,
and former Squad member Malthus and his ally Wilkerson are swept up
in it...



	


Teen
Titans #39 (2009)
Teen Titans: The White Rose, Part Three (of Five)

With Kid Flash still injured, the Titans come across one of the
most dreaded villains ever, a man who has crossed swords with the
Justice League...the Lord of Time! What does he know about Rose's
future?



	


Suicide Squad
#32 (2009)
Fracture, Part Three (of Four)

Enchantress has found the staff. Now the Squad fractures.....and
June and the Electrocutioner must both make difficult, terrible
choices.



	


Teen
Titans #42 (2009)
Teen Titans: When Circe Comes Calling...

With Dick Grayson away in Gotham, Wonder Girl leads the
team....just in time for Circe to show up. It seems that events in
Donna's life are coming to a head...



	


Teen
Titans #41 (2009)
Teen Titans: The White Rose, Part Five (of Five).

It all comes to a head as Deathstroke and the HIVE capture the
Titans. Who are the people waiting in the shadows and what is their
connection to Rose? And what secret is Rose hiding from Titans,
Deathstroke and HIVE alike?



	


Suicide Squad
#34 (2009)
Suicide Squad: Debriefing.

Amanda Waller has the unhappy task of making sense of the mess
left behind in the wake of Enchantress, Frost, and Ressurection
Man's departure.....and must also face a hidden threat within the
walls of Belle Reve itself.



	


Suicide Squad
#36 (2009)
Suicide Squad: War in the Corridors of Power, Part Two (of
Four).

The final story of this era of the Squad continues as they must
battle their way out of the Pentagon, when every soldier and
officer present believes them traitors....but they may get help
from an unlikely source...



	


Teen
Titans #43 (2009)
Teen Titans: When Circe Comes Calling..., Part Two (of
Three).

As the battle drags on, Circe makes a vital discovery that
shifts the balance of power in her favor against Wonder Girl!



	


Suicide Squad
#37 (2009)
Suicide Squad: War in the Corridors of Power, Part Three (of
Four).

As Knockout and the Parademon take on the conspiracy's secret
weapon, the rest of the team encounters the third and final
conspirator. The revelation of that person's identity is something
that Waller and Steel can barely believe...



	


Teen
Titans #46 (2009)
Teen Titans: The Time That Shouldn't, Part One (of Two).

Who is the Professor? Why are Joseph and Grant Wilson working
for him? Where did Lillith come from? Where did the girl with red
wings come from? What does Checkmate have to do with it? Where are
the Titans? What is going on?!?

What is wrong with this picture?

A lot.



	


Teen
Titans #45 (2009)
Teen Titans: True Heroism.

What makes a hero? How do you define a hero? The Titans, who
are, met two who think they are, but are not.



	


Suicide Squad
#38 (2009)
Suicide Squad: War in the Corridors of Power, Part Four (of
Four).

The conspiracy's full extent is revealed, the Squad moves into
action.....and a chapter closes in the annals of Squad history.



	


Nightwing
Special #1 (2010)
Nightwing: Family Motive.



	


Suicide Squad
#14 (2010)
Suicide Squad: New Blood, Part 1.

The exciting new Squad era continues here with a dramatic new
story arc and an intriguing new team roster...

The Squad recruits a new member just in time to deal with the
theft of a top secret weapon from the Pentagon. But of course, as
usual, the Squad doesn't know everything they should about their
target, or who stole it...
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