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I knew from behind that he was Chinese. I could tell by the
shape of his ear somehow. It was Chinesey.

Well it curled up at the edges in only the way a Chinese ear
can.

Now don't get me wrong I’m not in the slightest little bit
racist. I don't want you sending me letters now.

Some of my best friends are Chinese. No that's a lie, I nod to
an Indian guy at the train station now and then. So you see, I'm
not prejudice in any way at all.

I can't afford to be in my line of work, I have to mix
internationally if you know what I mean, without giving too much
away. An interesting job with travel it said. I didn't think much
more about it at the time, it did seem glamorous.

But this Chinese thing. I think it was my grandpa always going
on about the Chinese in the war. Or was that the Japanese, I'm not
sure now, but one of the two anyway, it doesn't make that much
difference.

He had been in one of those camps out there, during the war that
is. Not a holiday camp that's for sure. He has some stories to tell
he did. I think that's where my caution came from, Japanese,
Chinese whatever.

Anyway, I’m standing behind him, well 50 yards off, keeping my
eye on him, a bit of surveillance.

I've noticed he has long feminine hands, perfectly manicured
nails, a bit dodgy for a man wearing worn sneakers if you ask me.
Something not quite right. I have to keep my eyes open in my line
of work.

 

I can't say anymore really.

It's been a long day, I have been on the go for quite a long
time, I can't mention the particulars, but important stuff. I
travel light, not much in my pocket. Not much money that's for
sure, a bit of shrapnel as they say, there I go again, don't
mention the war as my old granddad used to say.

 

Yes there is something definitely not right about this chap. I
would think that even if he was English, I'm sure I would. He's got
one of those iPhone thingies in his pocket, white earphones
dangling from his ears. Who knows what he is listening to, who he
is listening to?

My grandpa said never to trust the Japanese. Not that I come
into touch with them very often, not even in my line of work you
know. He says it was the only thing he feared, that and his mother
in law.

 

I've been standing here for at least 5 minutes now, I'm sure
he's aware that I'm watching him, but he's clever, he's pretending
not to have noticed, but I can tell from his body language, it's
all wrong, it's saying, I can see you, I know you are waiting for
me, I know you are watching me so I will continue to ignore
you.

I'm not sure how long I can wait.

 

Wait a minute, something is happening now, He's looking up as if
someone is shouting to him, who I'm not certain as the partially
open door is blocking my view. Obviously someone in charge, someone
he needs to answer to.

I look down; it seems wise at this critical point. There is a
newspaper on this bench in front of me, I gaze not reading, my
senses poised, all my training to the fore, listening, sensing.

I look up briefly; he's taking off the earphones and muttering
something in a language I cannot understand. Oh for a smattering of
Mandarin. The training doesn't equip you for everything,

And now he's turning, I try and look away but before I can he's
caught my eye and approaching fast, his black eyes gleaming. He
must know who I am.

He opens his mouth and I step forward to answer his questions in
the best way I know how.

 

Egg fried rice and a number 38 please?
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