
    
      [image: Cover]
    

  

[image: Feedbooks]

I Heard All About It

Marvin McKenzie





Published: 2011

Tag(s): "Marvin McKenzie" Baptist "Bible Study" "King James
Version"




Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. Please forgive those typographical
and grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. While I have
proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many mistakes. I
would welcome an e-mail identifying those mistakes so that I may
correct them. Also note that I have developed my own style of
writing for sermon preparation. It seems to work well for me as I
preach from the pulpit. I elected to keep most of that style
intact. I trust it will add rather than distract from the
effectiveness while you read.

 

Should you find the book is helpful to you, or if you have
questions you would like to ask me, feel free to contact me.

 

My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.








Chapter 1
Introduction




1 Corinthians 1:1-3

 

 Somebody once said that if you have a  problem in
your church, but don't want to address it directly, you should
teach through the book of 1 Corinthians because every major type
problem a church can have is handled in this book!

 

 It is for that reason I have sort of shied away from
teaching through 1 Corinthians in the past! We simply did not have
any problems that needed to be handled that way!

 

But someone else wrote that 1 Corinthians offers to us the most
practical, detailed, and Scriptural instructions on conducting
church affairs anywhere in the New Testament!

 

And so, from that vantage, I want to begin this morning studying
our way through 1 and 2 Corinthians.

 

I. INTRODUCTION TO THE CITY OF CORINTH.

 

Corinth in Paul's day was a city of about 600,000 to 700,000
people. And was one of the three most important cities of the Roman
empire.

 

It was located on a small isthmus in Greece connecting the
Aegean and  Ionian Seas. Because of the storms south of
Greece, many ships used Corinth as an overland trade route. They
actually had a paved road they used to roll ships across the land,
from one sea to the other!

 

This location had secured Corinth a place as a prosperous city
even as early as 800 years before Christ!

 

Corinth's original population had been entirely destroyed by the
Roman armies in 146 BC and was repopulated by freed slaves from all
over the known world.

The population of the city of Corinth was composed of people who
had come to the area for three reasons:

1. To capitalize on the money to be made
there.

2. To revel in the gambling and games there

3. To enjoy the legalized prostitution
there

 

Corinth was the center of the worship of that day of Aphrodite.
A sex goddess, and the Temple there employed several hundred male
and female prostitutes used for her "worship."

 

The city was so well known for its immorality that The name
"Corinthian girl" was used as another name for a prostitute!

 

Corinth suffered two earthquakes, one in 521 AD and another in
1858 which entirely destroyed the city. It was rebuilt but today
has a population of just over 22,000.

 

II. INTRODUCTION TO THE CHURCH AT CORINTH.

 

The details of the founding of the church at Corinth are found
in Acts 18.

 

The church of Corinth was founded by the Apostle
Paul on his Second missionary journey. Somewhere between
AD 50-54.

 

He had come to town alone,  and for a while, had worked as
a tentmaker with his new found friends, Aquila and Priscilla.

 

But when Timothy and Silas arrived, Paul kicked his preaching
ministry into full gear

 

Many people were saved there, but two notables were
Crispus and Sosthenes, the chief rulers of the
Jewish synagogue there.

 

Eventually, the unbelieving Jews became violent against the
believers and Sosthenes was taken and publickly beaten.

 

The membership of the church was composed, like
the city itself of people from nearly every background imaginable.
Which probably accounts for the divisions among them, and the
prominent use and then abuse of unknown tongues in there
church.

 

III. INTRODUCTION TO THE LETTER TO THE
CORINTHIANS.

 

First Corinthians was written by the Apostle Paul from
Ephesus in around  57 AD, so it had been between 3 to
7 years since he had seen these believers in Corinth.

 

He had written to them earlier, (1 Corinthians 5:9) but we do
not have that letter available to us today. Obviously not
everything that Paul wrote was inspired of God, and God only saw
fit to preserve for us that which was inspired!

 

Word got back to Paul that there were problems in the
church.  That word got to him through two sources;

 

1 The house of Chloe (1:11)

 Members of this family apparently visited Paul and they
expressed to him their concerns over some of the things going on
back home.

 

2. A  letter from the church itself
(7:1)

The members of the church had also written Paul to ask him
certain questions they needed answered.

 

There are two things that have to be remembered in order to
properly understand 1 Corinthians especially:

 

a. This is a letter written to a local
church.

There is so much false doctrine taught out of 1 Corinthians that
stems from a lack of that understanding.

 

This is not a letter written to a universal body of believers.
it is written to a local congregation. Therefore the primary
lessons must be understood from that vantage point.

 

b. This is a letter of rebuke.

Paul is writing this letter to rebuke them for error.


	He rebukes them for division (1:11)

	He rebukes them for carnality (3:1)

	He rebukes them for immorality (5:1)

	He rebukes them for improperly using the Lord's Supper
(10-11)



He rebukes them for misuse of tongues (12-14)

 

Those who use the passage to teach speaking in tongues for
example, often misinterpret 1 Corinthians 12-14 simply because they
view tongues from a positive point of view, and Paul is handling it
in 1 Corinthians from a negative point of view.

 

The kinds of problems in the church at Corinth are so broad
ranging, that it really is true, almost every Problem issue a
church could face is dealt with in these pages!

 

But we will also be able to gain some very positive and
profitable insights into how to live for Christ here too!

 

 










Chapter 2 An
Heavenly Calling




1 Corinthians 1:1-2

 

As Paul begins this "first letter to the Corinthians," He wants
to establish some important truths with them.

 

Remember I told you  that this letter was one of rebuke.
Paul is going to scold them so heavily that in 2 Corinthians he
apologizes for how hard he came down on them! (Although he said he
was glad he did it because it brought the effect he was desiring,
namely, they repented of their sins.)

 

Paul begins this letter with certain gracious words and truths,
probably to prepare them for what is to come.

 

He does not want them to get the impression that
they are not saved just because they have become so sinful they
need the chastening hand.

 

Notice that in verses 1 and 2, word CALL and CALLED is found
three times!

 

This word is so significant to the Christian faith that it took
me almost a half an hour to go through all the different Greek
words translated CALL, and their definitions!

 

From the three times the word is used in these two verses, I
want to show you

THREE VERY IMPORTANT CHRISTIAN CALLINGS:

 

I. THE CALL FOR SALVATION.

In verse 2 Paul says

"… call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord… "

 

This is the call of salvation.

 

And the basic meaning of the word that is used here is, TO
APPEAL TO AN AUTHORITY.

 

It is the same word that is found in Acts 26:32, when it
appeared that Paul was about to be taken back to Jerusalem as a
prisoner, where he knew there was a certain group of people who
would assassinate him there.

 

To protect his own life, HE APPEALED TO CAESAR!

 

Because of this appeal, instead of being taken to Jerusalem,
where he would undoubtedly be killed without a trial.

 

Paul was held in prison, to be taken to Rome where he would at
least receive the possibility of a fair trial.

 

The Bible is very clear that God's plan for our salvation
involves such a call.

 

Not only is it found here in 1 Corinthians,

 

You will see it in Romans 10:13 and Acts 2:21

"… Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved.."

 

This is God's only plan of salvation

Jesus said "No man cometh unto the Father, but by me… " John
14:6

 

And this plan of salvation works in every place (1 Corinthians
1:2)

 

There are two basic "firsts" before a person will,  CALL
UPON THE LORD FOR SALVATION:

 

1. There must
be a burden.

 

This is a sense of need. You would not call out for help if you
did not sense a need for help.

 

God places that sense of need within us through trials in life,
through preachers and Christian witnesses, and through the
conviction of sin by the Holy Ghost.

 

2. There must
be faith.

 

Before you would appeal to an authority for help, you would have
to believe he has the ability to help you!

 

Paul said, "I know whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that HE IS ABLE to keep that which I have committed unto
him against that day."

(2 Tim 1:12)

 

Everyone, in every place, at every time in history, who has
called upon the name of the Lord IS SAVED!

 

Now let's go to the second call in our text;

II. THE CALL OF SEPARATION.

verse 2, "… called to be saints… "

 

The word saints is related to two other very

Christian words:

 

Holy, and

Sanctified

 

All three words have the meaning of being separated from sin, to
God.

 

The Catholics have a tradition of giving to people they fell are
exceptionally worthy the position of "sainthood."

 

And we have that little phrase, " I know I am not a
saint." Meaning we know we aren't perfect.

 

But the Biblical concept of the saint SOMEONE WHO HAS BEEN
SAVED!

 

Everyone who has ever called upon the name of the Lord for
salvation HAS BECOME A SAINT!

 

Separated to God.

 

But let me show you a neat truth to go along with this:

 

The word called in this passage fits nicely with the word
saint.

 

It is a word that carries with it two meanings.

 

1. TO BE GIVEN A NEW NAME.

Did you ever notice how often people in the Bible were given New
Names?

 

Abram's name was changed by God to Abraham.

Simon's name was changed to Peter,

and Saul's name was changed to Paul

 

Revelation 2:17 speaks of a new name given to those in glory

And Isaiah  56:4 speaks of  God's servants as being
given an EVERLASTING NAME.

 

2. TO CARRY ANOTHER'S NAME.

  The saved person has been commissioned by God to carry
the name of Christ!

 

We do that two ways:

 

We
represent Jesus Christ. To a great extent,
what people see in us is what they will think about Jesus
Christ!

 

Now, I do not mind if people do not like me for my Christian
stand.

 

BUT I WOULD HATE IT IF PEOPLE DO NOT LIKE CHRIST because my
personal lifestyle!

 

And we represent Christ in the fact that we carry the message of
Salvation to others for Christ.

 

Jesus is not here personally any more. He has commissioned those
of us who are saved to carry His message to those who are not
saved!

 

Finally,

III. THE CALL OF SERVICE.

 "Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the
will of God… "

 

Paul  opened several of his correspondences with those
words, probably because his apostleship was challenged so
often.

 

But it does illustrate a point for us this morning.

 

When Paul got saved, one of the first things said by the Lord is
that he had a job for Paul to do. (Acts
9:15-16)

 

And, although our salvation stories and our lines may not be
quite as dramatic as Paul's was, the fact is,

 

GOD HAS CALLED EACH OF US WHO ARE SAVED TO SOME TASK.

 

1. We are to
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are
called

(Ephesians 4:1)

 

That means GOD HAS CALLED US TO A VOCATION!

 

2. We are
called according to His purpose

(Romans 8:28)

 

That means that God has a purpose for us!

 

AND THAT PURPOSE IS SERVICE!

 

I am always asked questions like,

"HOW CAN I KNOW WHAT THAT PURPOSE IS FOR ME?"

 

I can't tell you specifically, but I can assure you of this,
GOD'S PURPOSE FOR YOU IS TO SERVE HIM!

 

Paul began by witnessing, then went back to Tarsus for a while,
Barnabas sent for him to help pastor the church in Antioch, and
finally, God called him into the Work he is so well known for!

 

Start serving the Lord in the way you are most needed today, AND
IF GOD HAS SOMETHING ELSE IN MIND, HE WILL SHOW THAT TO YOU AS TIME
GOES ON

 










Chapter 3
The Christian Life Capsulized


1 Corinthians 1:3-9

 

  Remember that we have said so far that the Book of 1
Corinthians is going to be a rebuke. Paul is going to scold this
church for quite a large number of issues.

 

 However, before he begins to tell them how wrong they have
been, he works first to give them  confidence that they are
really saved.

 

 There is a place to rebuke. When someone has done wrong,
they need to know they have done wrong, at it might be your place
to tell them.

 

 But always remember that it is important to tell people
what they are doing right too!

 

 Now, in the first two verses Paul spoke about the
calling.

How they had called out for salvation, how they were called to
be separated from sin, and how he was called to be an apostle.

 

 In verses 4-9 he gives a capsulized edition of what the
Christian life is all about!

 

 But first, notice for a second verse 3:

 

Paul "wishes" them, grace and peace, from God the father, and
from the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

 And I can't help but ask this question,
DID PAUL
REALLY MEAN THAT?

 

 Do you think that when used these words they were a
formality with him, our do you think this was a sincere request he
was offering to God for these people?

 

I am sure Paul meant these words… THEY WOULD NEED GRACE AND
PEACE TO BE ABLE TO HANDLE WHAT PAUL WAS GOING TO TELL THEM IN THIS
LETTER!

 

How often are our words of greeting just a formality?

 

Now Look at verse 4 and see

I. THE BEGINNING OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.

 

We are SAVED BY GRACE.

 

There are three key words in this verse to point out:

 

1.
Grace.

The word is the one that means "a gift."

 

It is something given to us free of charge.

 

Most of what is called Christianity is not built on this
concept. They teach a type of Christianity that is based upon what
we can do. If we can go to church, if we can get baptized, if we
can fight the good fight, if we can make it through life without
sinning too much.

 

THEN WE WILL EARN A RIGHT TO GO TO HEAVEN!

 

But that isn't the salvation of the Bible!

 

Eph 2:8-9

"For by grace are ye saved, through faith and that not of
yourselves, it is a gift of God. Not of works lest any man should
boast!"

 

2.
Given.

 

This word means "to add."

 

Salvation is something that comes to us later in life.

 

We are not born saved. It is added to our life later.

 

This is where we make a decision.  We have to come to that
place in our lives where we know we are not saved, are not going to
heaven, are not going to escape eternal hell unless something
happens.

 

And when the decision is made, God then saves us!

 

3.  By
Jesus Christ.

 

 The Greek word that is translated by here means "to
bind."

 

When we make that decision to call upon the Lord for salvation,
a binding contract is drawn out in heaven.

 

And, by the way, it is a one sided contract!

 

It depends entirely upon what Jesus Christ has done in the past,
and not at all upon what we will do in the future!

 

 Salvation is a gift given to us from God,
purchased and paid in full for us, through the shed blood of Jesus
Christ! And added to our lives at the point of decision when we
call out to Christ for it.

 

The Christian life begins with Salvation by Grace.

 

And Paul said he thanked God always that the Corinthians had
experienced that grace and gotten saved!

 

Notice with me secondly;

II THE CONTINUANCE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

Verses 5, and 7

 

This portion has to do with our Christian experience after
salvation.

 

Which should be an enriching time!

 

A time when we are growing, and increasing in three vital areas
of the Spiritual walk.

 

1.
Utterance.

 

We ought to be growing in our ability to speak for the Lord
Jesus Christ!

 

While it is true that we can help people come to Christ just by
living the right kind of lifestyle, and our lifestyle should
certainly back up our talk,

 

IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT NO ONE GETS SAVED EVER UNLESS SOMEONE
SPEAKS UP AND TELLS THEM SPECIFICALLY HOW TO BE!

 

Paul prayed for Philemon "that the communication of thy faith
may become effectual."

 

And as we live this life for Christ, it ought to be our desire
to be able to more and more effectively communicate our faith!

 

2.
Knowledge.

 

2 Peter 3:18 says;

"But grow in grace, and in the KNOWLEDGE of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ."

 

Our continuing Christian life should be a time when we are
growing in our knowledge of:

God,

Salvation,

The Bible,

Christian truth and doctrine.

 

3.
Gift.

 

This is the word Charisma. It refers to the gifts of the Spirit
that are given to us FOR SERVICE TO GOD!

 

So that, our continuing walk with the Lord is a walk of
growth,

 

Growing in:

our ability to speak for the Lord

our knowledge and understanding of spiritual things, and

our use of the gifts God has given us for His service!

 

By the way, look at verse 6 and see how this testimony of living
for Christ CONFIRMS our
salvation.             
We are not saved by how we live, BUT I DO NOT KNOW ANY CHRISTIANS
WHO DO NOT LIVE FOR CHRIST AND HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THEIR SALVATION.
Nor can I ever be sure that a person not living for Christ is
genuinely saved!

 

Finally see;

III. THE END OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.

7-8

 

Here is another passage teaching eternal security.

 

1. The Word
Confirmed

Means "to make secure."

 

2. The Word
End

 

Refers us to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

So think about that. Jesus makes us secure while we wait for Him
to come again for us!

 

It isn't something we do!

 

It is something HE DOES FOR US! So He can present us blameless,
"WITHOUT ACCUSATION" in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ!

 

It is the Christian life all capsulized in these few verses!










Chapter 4
What's Wrong With You?


1 Corinthians 1:10-31

 

 After Paul had pretty well established for these
people that he thought they were saved, and had assured them that
once they were saved, they could not loose their
salvation,

 

 HE JUMPED RIGHT INTO THEIR BACKSIDES, The rest of the book
of 1 Corinthians will be "hell fire and brimstone" preaching if you
will, about the sins and false doctrines in the Church at
Corinth!

 

There are three issues that come up in the first chapter, but
first,

Notice with me verse 11.

Paul had found out about the things going on in the church by a
certain party of believers, AND PAUL WASN'T AFRAID TO MENTION THEIR
NAMES!

 

There are two clear messages here:

First, If you know of
a problem, or a sin in someone in this church's life, that could
affect this church, YOU NEED TO TELL ME!

 

I have had several come to me and say that they knew about
certain things, but did not want to tell me because they didn't
want to gossip, or sow discord.

 

It is doing neither to tell the Pastor!

 

You do not need to tell anybody else, BUT YOU OUGHT TO TELL IT
TO THE PASTOR!

 

It may be that I will not feel like I should take any action on
the information at all. I usually think that God is pretty good at
dealing with things Himself. However, I still need to know to know
if it is something that I should deal with or not!

 

Secondly, Paul gave the name of the persons who
had told him!

 

Please don't ask me to deal with an issue of any sort and not
say you were the one who told me about it!

 

I have had people ask me to go to a friend's house and try to
win them to the Lord, but they did not want me to say they had
asked me to go!  I refuse to go under those conditions!

 

For one thing, if I accidentally slip and mention their name,
them I have the person I am witnessing to
AND  the person who asked me to go mad at
me!

 

I. THE ISSUE OF DIVISIONS Verses 10-13.

Although this issue motivates much of what Paul says in the
first three chapters, I will give it special attention here.

 

There are tow words mentioned in the passage.

 

1.
Divisions.

 The word means a gap, or a schism. we could use the word
Clique!

 

 This was obviously a rather large church, and within it,
there had grown up groups of people who had the same types of
backgrounds and interests, and they had formed their own little
circles in the church!  Some of them thought they were better
than others.

 

And these divisions were causing

 

2.
Contentions.

 It simply means quarreling!

 

 The church folks were fighting each other over their
cliques!

 

Paul's answer was to

3. Beg them to
be Perfectly Joined together.

 And that can only way…

 

If we put aside all of our own views and ideas and opinions, AND
PUT ON THE MIND AND JUDGMENT OF JESUS CHRIST!

 

By the way, I know that is possible because

Gal 3:28 says:

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free,
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in
Christ Jesus. (KJV)

 

II. THE ISSUE OF BAPTISM verses 14-17.

In their church, one of those causes of divisions was over who
had baptized them. This church had had different Pastors, and
obviously that would have meant that some of them had been baptized
by different people.

 

 They were dividing over the issue of who had been baptized
by whom!

 

1. These verses
are not saying Baptism is not important!

 

There are those who use these verses to try to teach that
Baptism is not important and should not be practiced.

 

May I point out that Jesus and Paul were both baptized?

 

Baptism is not part of salvation, BUT IT IS STILL THE FIRST STEP
OF CHRISTIAN OBEDIENCE. And it is vitally important in
Scripture!

 

 By the way, I have never known a believer to grow in
Christ who has not been baptized!

 

2. IT IS
IMPORTANT THAT A PERSON BE SCRIPTURALLY
BAPTIZED!

 

 Another person would try to argue from this passage that
it does not matter then how or who baptized us as long as we are
baptized.

 

But again, that is not the message of this passage. You MUST
compare Scripture with Scripture!

 

Other passages make it clear that Baptism must be properly
performed in order to be Scriptural baptism!

 

Turn to Luke 7:29-30. You see, to not get baptized of John the
Baptist, was to reject the counsel of God! (And John wouldn't
baptize anybody who was not already right in their heart with
God!)

 

1. Proper Candidate. Saved

 

2. Proper Mode.. Immersion

 

3. Proper Reason… Obedience, (picture not for
salvation)

 

4. Proper Authority… A church authorized by
God.

 

Baptists have historically agreed that any church that was
founded by man did not have the authority to baptize.

 

So that any church denomination which traces it's roots back to
Protestantism was not Biblically authorized to baptize.

 

Only those churches that find their roots outside of the
Catholic system, those churches historically called Ana Baptists,
and later Baptists had that authority.

 

3. This Passage
is teaching that as long as it is Scriptural, it does not matter
which preacher actually dunked you!

 

III. THE ISSUE OF PRIDE verses 18-31.

Paul had already acknowledged that these people came behind in
no gift (verse 7).

 

And the kinds of divisions that the church had certainly
indicates a pride about them.

 

Now, see what Paul says in this passage:

 

1. Those who
exercise God's wisdom will be called foolish by the
world.

Verse 18-24

  It does not matter how educated you are, how intelligent
you are, or what kind of credentials you have. If you accept God's
teachings the world will brand you a fool and discount what you
have to say

 

 

2. God chooses
those who are already considered foolish and weak by the world to
accomplish His work.

Verses 24-28

 And again, it can be shown historically that Christianity
has always been a faith belonging to the poor and middle class!

 

 While it is true that there have been those who were of
royalty, those who were wealthy, and those who were very educated
that have embraced the faith.

 

For the most part, Christianity has been embraced by those who
did not have so much in this world!

 

And the fascinating thing about that is, CHRISTIANITY HAS STILL
BEEN THE SINGLE MOST INFLUENTIAL THING EVER ON WORLD SOCIETY!

 

 God does not need our influence, wealth, or education!

 

He is able to take ANYBODY WHO IS DEDICATED and accomplish great
things with him!

 

And the lesson of all that is this;

3. He that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord!

Because the truth is, we don't have too much to brag about
otherwise!










Chapter 5
The Ministry of Paul


1 Corinthians 1:26-31; 2:1-5

 

 I am going to use these verses this morning to teach about
the ministry Apostle Paul had with these believers.

 

 Paul had just dealt with the pride of these people in the
church at Corinth.

 

He had told them that God did not use the wise, the noble, the
mighty things of this world.

 

And then, He immediately used himself as an example. He asks
them to remember his ministry with them.

 

There are three things we can pick out from the verses about
Paul's ministry…

 

I. PAUL'S
TEMPERAMENT.

Verse 3

 

There are three words he uses to describe his temperament and
ministry among them, and they are not what I would have
thought!

 

Weakness

 feebleness (of mind or body); by implication, malady;
morally, frailty:  KJV— disease, infirmity, sickness,
weakness.

 

Fear

from a primary phebomai (to be put in fear); alarm or
fright:

KJV— be afraid, + exceedingly, fear, terror.

 

Trembling

from 5141; a "trembling", i.e. quaking with fear:

KJV— + tremble (-ing).

 

Turn over to Acts 18:1-10 to see how Luke described it!

 

I notice a couple of things…

 

First, Paul had gone to Corinth after having some very difficult
experiences in the previous cities.

 

He had been

beaten and imprisoned in Phillippi

Thrown out of Thessolanica and Berea, and

Laughed out of Athens.

 

In fact, he left Athens alone, I think just to take some time to
think and recompose himself. he arrived in Corinth and took a job
as a tent maker, does a little witnessing at the Jewish synagogue.
But not much of anything…

 

Until Silas and Timothy got there and then he was pressed in the
Spirit and began to really preach!

 

And notice, Luke makes it sound like when he began to preach he
preached with Power "pressed in the spirit… "

 

And We as readers get the impression that he is preaching with
power (Acts 18:6).

 

But both Paul and God knew what was going on in his heart! HE
WAS FILLED WITH WEAKNESS FEAR AND TREMBLING!

 

Let me just give you this personal testimony as a preacher.. I
KNOW WHAT THAT FEELS LIKE!  It seems like the MORE POWERFUL MY
MESSAGES COME OFF, THE MORE PEOPLE WHO APPROACH ME AFTER AND TELL
ME HOW GOD USED IT… The more fear and trembling I have had about
preaching it!

 

It is an honest truth that many many times when I am done
preaching… I WANT TO GO HIDE!

 

Secondly, notice

II. HIS
TYPE

Verse 1 and 4

 

Paul says that his preaching among them was not with
excellency of
speech,

and it was not with enticing Words.

 

DOES THAT MEAN PAUL WAS A POOR PREACHER?

 

I do not think so!

 

In the city of Lystra, They thought Paul was a god until he told
them otherwise.

 

In Acts 14:1 it says that he "so spake" that a multitude of both
Jews and Greeks believed on Christ.

 

I believe Paul was an excellent preacher.

 

BUT HE MAY NOT HAVE BEEN A GREAT PUBLIC SPEAKER!

 

There is a difference!

 

Most great preachers, COULDN'T COME UP WITH A DECENT BENEDICTORY
PRAYER FOR THE KIWANA'S TO SAVE THEIR LIVES!

 

I have noticed that what we Christians (at least the ones of our
persuasion) think is great preaching is not always appreciated by
those who are not our persuasion!

 

Brother Rod went to make a visit on a person who attended our
church a couple of weeks ago.  This person said they would not
be coming back because "THE PREACHING AGITATED HER!"

 

But the same message that agitated her BLESSED A BUNCH OF PEOPLE
WHO CAME AFTER AND TOLD ME HOW MUCH THEY NEEDED THE SERMON!

 

You see, Paul's goal was not eloquence. He was not trying to
dazzle anyone with his oratory skills.

 

Not was he trying to baffle them with his brilliance! He did not
use excellency of speak or enticing words…

 

WHAT DID HE HAVE?

 

The demonstration of the Spirit and of the power of God!

 

That is all a preacher really wants!

 

He does not care so much what people think of him when he is
through…

 

BUT HE DOES CARE WHAT PEOPLE THINK OF HIS GOD!

 

Because a person's faith cannot stand in the wisdom of the
preacher… IT MUST STAND IN THE POWER OF GOD! (Verse 5)

 

Lastly,

III. HIS
TOPIC

Verse 2

 

"Jesus Christ, and Him crucified"

 

Again, this does not mean that every time Paul got up to preach,
he preached the very same message. Nor does it mean that he only
preached out of the Gospels (or the New Testament) like we see the
Christian Church and Church of Christ denominations do.

 

Paul was the one who said that he had not shunned to declare
unto people the whole counsel of God.

 

The entire Bible MUST  be preached, and every topic in it
must be expounded!

 

1. He preached under the power of and the authority of
the Crucified and risen Christ.

 

2. He preached that the Crucified Christ was the answer
to all issues!

 

and

3. He made sure every message brought people to the
crucified Christ.

 

You see, these people were fighting and divided over things that
were crazy! They were making a big deal over who had baptized them,
they were putting on airs about how great they were

 

So here Paul just reminded them!

 

YOU GOT THE WRONG IDEA!

 

It is not us at all! JUST START LIVING FOR CHRIST, AND POINTING
OTHERS TO HIM!










Chapter 6
Puffed Up People


1 Corinthians 4:1-21

 

I have given Chapter 4 of 1 Corinthians the title PUFFED UP
PEOPLE, because Paul uses the phrase three times in the
chapter.

 

The word puffed up means to be inflated with pride.

 

The purpose of this chapter is to deal with those puffed up
people and to try to DEFLATE them if possible.

 

Notice first of all

I. PUFFED UP
PEOPLE THINK THEY ARE ABOVE THE WORD.

verse 6

 

Paul says that he had used his name, and that of Apollos as a
figure. He had done that as an example trying to show them that
what he had said about them was true of everybody.

 

1. Everyone has received all he has from God (verse
7)

 

 

 

2. Everyone will stand before God and give an account of
that stewardship (verses 4-5)

 

 

 

3.. Everyone ought to be a faithful steward of the
mysteries of God (verses 1-2)

 

You know what happens with a puffed up person though?

 

They cannot see themselves in this type of message! They hear
that all they have they have received of God, but they do not let
it register

 

They hear that they will stand before God, but it does not
matter to them.

 

They hear that they should be good and faithful stewards, but
they always have some reason why they do not need to obey the Word
of God!

 

A puffed up person can always find a way around the Bible. They
always seem to see some way that they are above doing what the
Bible says!

 

II. PUFFED UP
PEOPLE NEVER THINK THEY WILL GET CAUGHT.

Verse 18

 

One of the things about pride, IT NEVER LOOKS AT THE
CONSEQUENCES OF ITS ACTIONS!

 

***Lucifer was lifted in pride. HE HAD TO HAVE KNOWN GOD WOULD
CAST HIM OUT.

 

But somehow that escaped him!

 

 

***When Adam and Eve ate the fruit, THEY HAD TO HAVE KNOWN GOD
WOULD COME TO WALK WITH THEM IN THE GARDEN IN THE EVENING.

 

But it escaped them.

 

 

***Paul says that these puffed up people are acting like they
will never get caught.

 

   They are forgetting that they will be confronted
for their actions!

 

Paul was planning on confronting them himself.

 

God would certainly confront them when they gave account to
HIM.

 

 

Don't we get that way sometimes

 

When we decide we want to have our way, when we get cross ways,
or when we have a sin that we absolutely want to do:

 

We says something like

1. It is my life, I will do what I want!

 

2. I know what the Bible says, but I will do what I want
anyway!

 

3. Nobody has the right to confront me about
it!

 

 

III. PUFFED UP
PEOPLE ARE ALL MOTOR AND NO BLADE!

verse 19-21

 

They are like a lawnmower that makes a lot of noise, but has no
blade to cut the grass!

 

They are full of gas, but they don't do anything anyway!

 

There are three messages here:

1. God's kingdom is a kingdom of power. verse
20

 

It is not what you say that matters so much as what you do for
the Lord!

 

 

 

2. Paul was going to look for the power, and not the
word. verse 19

 

 

3. It was up to them whether Paul came to correct them,
or to encourage and bless them. verse 21

   If they would repent and make things right. Paul
could come to them in love and in a spirit of meekness.

    If they persisted with their puffed up
condition, he would come to them with a Rod and lay into them!

 

And, by the way, we can expect that same type of message not
only from our own pastor, but from the Lord Jesus Christ!

 

  Some Christians live as though we never think Jesus is
going to come again!

 

  But he is going to come again shortly!

 

And when he does, or little Christian act will not be worth a
thing!

 

 He is going to search down to the hidden things!

 

He is going to confront us with the contention we have
caused!

 

With the strife that we have stirred.

 

AND HE WILL SHOW US WHAT REAL POWER IS!

 

So it is up to us whether we can look forward to His return with
joy, or whether we should fear His return because we have been poor
Christians!

 

Jesus is coming again! Don't think that you are above making
things right!

 

 Take care of things today!










Chapter 7
That Matter of Church Discipline


1 Corinthians 5:1-13

 

 Chapter 5 finds Paul dovetailing several subjects together
into one.

 

The term Puffed up, which was so
prominent in chapter 4 is found here.

The word judge, which has been found
in almost every chapter before this is found.

The dissention that was a problem in
the church is implied

And the subject of immorality and the
proper view of sex begins in this chapter
and continues for at least two more.

 

The chapter begins with Paul's confrontation of a problem in the
church. "It is commonly reported that there is
fornication among you."

 

Who was reporting this fornication is not listed, although I
would guess that the house of  Cloe (1:11) would be one of the
better guesses.

 

At any rate, Paul wasn't afraid to bring it up.

 

But the emphasis of the chapter is not so much on the
heinousness of the sin, BUT ON THE MATTER OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE.

 

I want to address the subject of Church discipline from three
views today:

I. NOTICE THE
REALITY OF DISCIPLINE

Verse 3

Paul's chief lesson in this chapter is that the church ought to
discipline erring members. In fact, this is one of the strongest
arguments for church membership.

 

YOU CAN'T BE DISCIPLINED BY A CHURCH TO WHICH YOU DO
NOT BELONG!

 

The concept of being judged or disciplined by the church is
found throughout the Bible.

 

In the Old Testament, Israel was to take a sinning member and
put them out of the camp.

 

In the Gospels (Matthew 18) Jesus
says if there is an offending member go to him. If he won't get
right, take a witness with you, and if he still won't get it right,
take it to the church for discipline.

 

(This verse should be understood as a means of disciplining a
sinning Christian, and not as a means of rebuking someone that
bothers you personally. YOU ARE TO FORGIVE OFFENSES MADE AGAINST
YOU!)

 

1Thes 5:14

Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are
unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient
toward all men. (KJV)

 

II Th 3:14

And if any man obey not our word by this epistle,
note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be
ashamed. (KJV)

 

II Th 3:6

Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother
that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he
received of us. (KJV)

 

1 Tim 5:20

Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also
may fear. (KJV)

 

Rom 16:17

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause
divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned; and avoid them. (KJV)

 

So the concept of church discipline is a reality.

 

Secondly

II. NOTICE THE
WAY OF DISCIPLINE.

 

Different offenses require different disciplines obviously.

 

But basically speaking these are the three most common.

 

1. Put them
from the church.

Paul tells them at least two times in this chapter that this man
should be removed from he church.

Verse 2, verse 13.

 

I have always felt like there were a couple of ways that was
done, depending on the situation.

 

First, there are those that we discipline by not allowing them
to have a position within the church. They can't teach Sunday
School. They can't do ministry in the church.

 

This is discipline because if we do not serve in a church
ministry, we are not gaining rewards in heaven.

 

Another kind of discipline would be to refuse to give them a
voice. They are not allowed to vote a church affairs meetings, They
are not allowed to publicly give their views of a matter.

 

There are others, that because of the type of sins they are
doing, they might be barred from attending the services!

 

Which type of discipline has to do with what impact it has on
the church! I would just as soon keep a person attending church if
at all possible because it is there they will have the most
opportunity to make things right.

 

For that reason, I would more likely ask a person who is sowing
discord to stop attending church services than one who is involved
in immorality!

 

2. From
Fellowship.

Verses 9, and 11

 

When a person is involved in sin, and is making it right, we as
Christians ought not to treat them as if they were right!

 

The word company means "to mix together." It has to do with he
idea of close kinship.

 

The Bible says "how can two walk together except they be
agreed?" So we as individual Christians ought not walk together
with the erring Christian!

 

Especially is this true when that Christian is under church
discipline! Whenever they have been removed from a position, or not
allowed to serve in a ministry because of a sin…

 

You ought not console them and act as if you take their
side!

 

You ought to let them know you support the discipline!

 

In fact, the chapter indicates that it is better to company with
unbelievers who are involved in sin, than with Christians involved
in those sins! Verses 9-11

 

3. From
Communion.

Verse 8, 11

 

The eating  in this verse may have to do with inviting the
disciplined member to have dinner at your house.

 

But it certainly has to do with the Lord's Supper.

 

One of the Strongest arguments for restricting the Lord's Supper
to only those who are members of the particular local church
receiving the supper is that it can only be used as a discipline
that way!

 

If it is ok to take the Lord's Supper in any church. Then the
church has no means of withhold the Supper from those who are under
discipline.

 

I do not know whether the visitor in the church is right with
the Lord! I do not know if they have been removed from the
fellowship of their church.

 

I therefore can only exercise discipline over the members of the
church I pastor!

 

Lastly,

III. NOTICE THE
PURPOSE OF DISCIPLINE.

There are at least three reasons why church discipline ought to
be practiced:

 

1. To Protect
the name of Jesus Christ. Verse 4

 

When Christians are allowed to sin freely and openly without
rebuke, consequence, or correction, the name of Christ is
reproached by those outside of the faith!

 

They see Christians doing things that everybody knows is wrong…
AND GETTING AWAY WITH IT THEY TEND TO BLAME CHRIST FOR IT!

 

The unsaved world may say they think the church is harsh for
disciplining. But they will respect that much more than having so
little fortitude that you allow anything to be done and never
challenged!

 

2. Purify the
church. Verse 6-7

 

Sin, allowed to go unchecked in the church, will eventually
infect the whole church!

 

A bad attitude will affect the attitude of the whole
congregation eventually.

 

A complainer will get everybody complaining before too long.

 

A sour spirit will hurt the spirit of the whole church sooner or
later!

 

3. To Profit
the sinning Believer.  verse 5

 

The purpose for the discipline is not to hurt the saint in sin,
but to help them make it right! if we never confront them about the
things they need to make right, they  will go on in their sin
and suffer shame and loss in glory!

 

Better for them to suffer a little on earth as they are
disciplined, than  to call it compassion and ignore their
error today so they end up paying for it forever in eternity!

 

 










Chapter 8
Who Are You To Judge?


1 Corinthians 6:1-8

      In the previous chapters of 1
Corinthians, Paul has mentioned the subject of judgment on several
occasions:

1 Cor 2:15

But he that is
spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no
man.   (KJV)

1 Cor 4:3

But with me it is a very small thing that I should be
judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own
self.   (KJV)

1 Cor 5:3

For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit,
have judged
already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath
so done this deed,   (KJV)

1 Cor 5:12

For what have I to do to judge them also that are
without? do not ye judge
them that are within?   (KJV)

1 Cor 5:13

But them that
are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among
yourselves that wicked person.   (KJV)

 

     In these verses, Paul deals with the
subject in a little more detail.

 

Notice first;

I. THE
FOCUS.

Verses 1, 6

This all ties in with everything else that he had said about
this church. These people were contentious. The church was filled
with strive and divisions, AND THESE CHURCH PEOPLE WERE TAKING
THEIR CONTENTIONS OUT OF THE CHURCH AND INTO THE COURTS!

 

1. The word "dare" means "to be presumptuous" to "lack
an appropriate fear."

 

I read about a Greek play written by a Greek named Aristophanes,
in one of the scenes,  one of the characters looks at a map
and asks where Greece is located. When it is pointed out to him he
replies there must be a mistake-I cannot see any lawsuits going
on!

 

That has to be true of America too!

 

We have become a country so saturated with lawyers, that they
have to hire sales firms to look for new ways to sell their
wares!

 

Attorneys have specialists who go out and LOOK FOR new things to
sue!

 

Who hasn't heard about the lady who bought a cup of coffee at
McDonald's and spilt it on herself, then sued McDonalds for having
hot coffee AND WON?

 

It is a shame to a society when all that is going on… BUT IT IS
MORE OF A SHAME WHEN BROTHERS IN CHRIST BEGIN TO DO THE SAME TO
EACH OTHER!

 

Paul's instructions are:

2. CHURCH MATTERS OUGHT NOT BE TAKEN BEFORE UNSAVED
JUDGES.

 

 

3. CHURCH MATTERS OUGHT TO BE SETTLED AT
CHURCH!

 

Of course, this only relates to church matters. if there are
legitimate civil matters, they ought to be handled by the proper
authorities. But that is not what is happening here. These people
are taking their divisions in the church to the civil courts and
contesting each other there!

 

Notice secondly;

II. THE
FACTS.

Verse 2-5

 

1. There are
three facts that Paul presents to us here.

 

1. We shall judge the world.

 

2. We shall judge angels

 

3. We shall judge the things that pertain to this life,

 

2. All of these
have to do with  the judgment of the last
day

Ps 149:5-9

Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud
upon their beds.

Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a
twoedged sword in their hand;

To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments
upon the people;

To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with
fetters of iron;

To execute upon them the judgment written: this honour
have all his saints. Praise ye the LORD. (KJV)

 

If, in the church, there are those who will be given positions
of judgment in the eternal kingdom… PAUL SAYS WE OUGHT TO BE ABLE
TO HANDLE SOME OF OUR PROBLEMS RIGHT NOW!

 

3. Who in the
church should be set to handle these problems?

Allow me to give the "McKenzie translation" of these verses:

 verse 3; Don't you know you people will judge Angels
someday? Why can't you judge the little things that happen in this
life?

 

 verse 4; you take the problems of this life and let
people who are not in the church judge them!

 

 verse 5; SHAME ON YOU! Don't you have somebody in your
church wise enough to judge for you?

 

The passage does not say that we should allow the least mature
member of the church be the judge. It is saying sarcastically that
they were allowing the people who were not even members of the
church judge them when, in a church with as many spiritual gifts as
they had, there must be somebody who was wise enough to exercise
some judgment!

 

I do not think that this means Christians should take every
problem they have to the pastor and deacons. most things should
just be forgiven and forgotten.

 

Some things might need to be taken to court, (if they involve
legal issues) some things it would be illegal for us to try to
handle them without taking them to the authorities.

 

In our church,
the deacons with the pastor, are the discipline committee. I have
no doubt but that the men we have as deacons could wisely handle
the "smallest matters."

 

Notice thirdly

III. THE FAULT.

Verse 7-8

The action of the Christians at Corinth was not only hurting the
harmony of the church (which obviously it would do)

 

BUT IT WAS BRINGING REPROACH ON THE NAME OF CHRIST!

 

  They pretended to be the children of wisdom, and the
followers of the Lamb, the meek and lowly Jesus, the prince of
peace.

 

But their practice betrayed them for what they really were,
proud, self centered and contentious!

 

2. So how 
do you solve problems in the church?

1.  By taking measures to prevent
problems.

By doing things in a way that is inoffensive.

By asking forgiveness when we have done wrong and righting what
ever we can.

And by doing our dead level best not to do things we will have
to apologize for later!

 

2. By suffering wrong rather than fighting about
them!

As long as a Christian insists upon his or her rights.

 

As long as a Christian refuses to put the good of Christ and his
church ahead of his or her  own feelings, then this will not
work!

 

Only when we choose to put Christ first will we have peace in
our hearts, and avoid the type of trials that were going on in
Corinth!










Chapter 9 To
Sin or Not To Sin


1 Corinthians 6:9-20

 

     In this section of 1 Corinthians, Paul
deals with the sinfulness of the Corinthian believers.

 

   Not only were they
Contentious and
Carnal, they were
Careless about sin!

 

   I think I see where Paul says our sin affects all
three members of the Godhead. Perhaps the best reasons not to sin
have to do with our relationship as Christians to God!

 

I. CONSIDER GOD
THE FATHER.

Verses 9-14

God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by
His own power.

 

 That may be a reminder that we will stand before God
someday!

 

1. Paul starts
out in verses 9 and 10 by listing several sins.

He was not the mamby-pampby type preacher who didn't want to
offend anybody with the truth!

 

He got down and dirty and named sins specifically!

 

Verse 9 lists all sexual sins

Even idolatry is considered a sexual sin in two ways;

First, many types of false worships
involve immorality as a part of their worship. There in Corinth was
a temple to the goddess Diana which employed 1000 prostitutes as a
part of their "ministry"

Secondly,  God says that when a
person worships a false god they have "gone a whoring after them"
God views it as an immoral thing to worship anything other than
Himself.

 

Fornication is sex before marriage and adultery is sex outside
of marriage. Both are sin.

 

Effeminate is when a man acts like a woman

 

And abusers of themselves with mankind is a reference to
homosexuality.

 

Verse 10 has other types of sins

Most of them you already know, reviler is someone who is
verbally abusive. An extortioner is someone who is a plunderer.
More than just stealing, he steals and destroys everything he
doesn't steal.

 

2. Apparently,
the membership of this church was made up of people guilty of all
these sins!

Verse 11

   But now they are washed.
Made clean


                                 
Sanctified, Set apart to God


                         
and Justified, declared innocent

 

How could anyone who had received all this from God, willingly
continue in sin?

 

3.  The
central theme of this passage is verse 12,

where Paul says, All things are
lawful, but all things are not expedient.

 

  Many churches today are emphasizing the fact that we are
saved by grace, and therefore we can do most anything we
please.

 

The Church at Corinth had taken the liberal view of so many
today! They figured that there could be no harm in doing things
that were "iffy."

 

   While we can never lose our salvation, just because
we CAN do a thing does not mean we
SHOULD do a thing!

 

   It is branded legalism today to have standards. To
say that Christians ought to live godly and holy lives! That is not
really true! It is simply teaching that it is not expedient, right,
or good for Christians to do things that are not God honoring

 

 Paul also said that while all
things were lawful, he would not be brought under the power of
any.

 

 We have got to remember that sin has a power over the
sinner! Most sins carry their own chains. once you have gotten used
to doing them… IT CAN BE HUMANLY IMPOSSIBLE TO QUIT THEM!

 

The "meats for the belly" thing. Has to do with our natural
desires. Just because we have a natural desire does not mean it is
right for us to fulfill it all the time!

 

We have to remember that those desires, though God give, have
been corrupted by sin. We need to control them rather than allowing
them to control us!

 

Secondly we should,

II. CONSIDER
GOD THE SON

Verses 15-18

He begins by saying that we must remember our bodies are members
of Christ.

 

What we do with our bodies, as Christians is a reflection upon
Christ!

 

 In this section Paul deals specifically with sexual
sins.

 

And he reminds us that when a person commits that type of sin,
we sin against our own body.

 

This is really true of every kind of sin. While the sin may have
pleasure in it for a season there is always a price to pay
later!

 

Many times, that price tag is in the form of a physical
problem!

 

We hear a lot about AIDS these days. A disease that is most
prominent among the homosexuals.

 

But in our country other sexually transmitted diseases like
syphilis and genital herpes ARE STILL OUT OF CONTROL TOO!

 

And lastly

III. CONSIDER
GOD THE HOLY GHOST

Verses 19-20

 

In these two verses Paul changes the picture from our physical
bodies, to THE BODY which is the church.

 

Your is a plural term pointing to the individuals, but body here
is a singular term. He could not be referring to the physical
bodies of each individual.

 

PAUL'S GRAMMAR WAS BETTER THAN THAT!

 

The Local church is the Temple of the Holy Ghost.

 

And we have that church from God… it is His gift to us.

 

AND WE NEED TO BEHAVE AS CHRISTIANS IN A WAY THAT GLORIFIES GOD
IN THAT CHURCH!

 

Christians who go about willfully and wantonly sinning

hurt their own testimony

 

Bring reproach on the name of Christ.

 

And trample on the testimony of their church!

 

Yes, it is true that a Christian can commit sin and still be
saved… .

 

But a real Christian could not continue in the practice of
sin!

 

Not when he considers his relationship to

 

God the Father

God the Son and

God the Holy Ghost!










Chapter 10
To Have and To Hold


WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT
MARRIAGE

1 Corinthians 7:1-40

 

In this chapter, Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
begins a new thought.

 "Now concerning the things wherof ye wrote unto me… "

 

The church folks there in Corinth had written to Paul to ask him
about the issue of marriage.

 

I. PRIOR TO
MARRIAGE

There are several things throughout the chapter concerning
dealing with whether or not the unmarried person should be
married.

1. IT IS GOOD FOR A MAN NOT TO TOUCH A WOMAN
(vs.1).

I take that verse for just what it says.

 

Before marriage, a man ought not to touch a woman!

 

The Greek word for touch here doesn't mean  a casual bump
as you walk past or something like that.

 

It is a word with two basic thoughts
Attachment, and
heat.

 

It is good for a man not to touch a woman in a way that involves
a physical attachment, and that creates a heat within you. It is
good for a man not to touch a woman in a way that provokes his
thoughts sexually.

 

That can be, sitting close, holding hands, kissing, dancing, and
going on from there!

 

I want my boys to be pure in two ways when they get
married:

***I want them to be physically pure in that they have not had a
woman sexually.

***I also pray that I can teach them so that when they get
married they have not had a woman in their thoughts either!

 

The way I am going to do that is to keep them from
seeing women who are not wearing enough clothes. We do not watch TV
or movies which have any degree of nakedness. And we do not go
swimming publicly where girls will be there with little enough on
to get them to looking! I understand I can't protect them
completely, BUT I CAN AT LEAST KEEP THEM FROM THE
OBVIOUS!

And by teaching them to respect a girl enough not to
touch her in any intimate way until marriage!

I want to teach them that when they stand at the
altar and kiss their bride, it should be the first time they have
ever kissed a girl besides their mom!

 

I want them to be PURE!

 

2. THERE
ARE SOME WHO MAY NOT EVER GET MARRIED!

Vs 8, Vs 27, 32-35

 

In the days when the Apostles were alive, and for the next 1400
years, being a Christian was a life threatening thing. There are a
number of things that were written in those days about whether a
Christian should be married just for the sake of the family if one
of the members were captured and killed for his faith.

 

The Catholic idea of the priests being celibate arose at least
in part from those types of problems.

 

Apparently, the members of the Church in Corinth were asking
Paul, should we get married?

 

Paul's answer was this…

If it is possible for you to serve Christ in purity without
marriage, that's good!

 

But, there is also nothing wrong with marriage either!

 

In fact, in I Timothy, Paul says that the pastor of the church
must be the husband of one wife.

 

While I know single pastors, I personally believe that the
Scriptures only qualify a man for the ministry AFTER HE HAS
MARRIED!

 

II. MARRIAGE
AND SEXUALITY.

Vs 2-6

While sex outside of marriage is absolutely wrong according to
the Bible,

1. Heb
13:4

Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled:
but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. (KJV)

 

There are some Christian groups who only believe sex is for
procreation of children. That is not true!

 

Paul says sex in marriage is also to avoid fornication and
lust!

 

2.  Prov
5:15-20

Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running
waters out of thine own well.

Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of
waters in the streets.

Let them be only thine own, and not strangers' with
thee.

Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife
of thy youth.

Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her
breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be thou ravished always with
her love.

And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a strange
woman, and embrace the bosom of a stranger? (KJV)

 

It is proper and right for a marriage couple to be completely
overcome and satisfied with each other!

 

3. 1 Cor
7:2-3

 In the sexual relationship of the home, the man's body
belongs to the wife and the wife's to her husband.

 

That means we ought to sense an holy obligation to
satisfy our spouse!

 

We are to render to the other "due
benevolence." In other words, we are to find that
which brings the most pleasure to our mate and provide that!

 

I tell couples in premarriage counselling that men are
physical,
rational, and want satisfaction. Women are
romantic,
emotional, and want affection!

 

Women sometimes view their husbands as animals because
all they care about almost is the physical aspect of sex. For this
reason, if she isn't careful, she will withhold form her husband
something HE NEEDS FROM HER!

 

On the other hand, because men are physical and want to
be satisfied, they often make the mistake of assuming that if he is
satisfied, so is she. Most women would much rather have a long walk
in the park than the physical aspects of sex!

 

Men, if we do not give to them the affection they need, they
will feel used in the sexual relationship!

 

III. WHAT ABOUT
DIVORCE?

Vs 10-16

Jesus told the Pharisees that Moses had suffered the Jews to
divorce because of the hardness of their hearts, but that from the
beginning God's plan was that one man would be married to one woman
for all their lives.

 

The ideal is still one man one woman for one life
time.

 

On the other hand, it is as true today as it was in Moses' day,
that man's heart can be hard! Because of that, divorce is a fact of
life!

 

While I know that 1 Corinthians 7 speaks specifically about the
marriage relationship of a believer with an unbeliever, I think the
principles can go beyond that!

 

1. THERE IS
NEVER A REASON A MARRIAGE HAS TO
DIVORCE.

Vs 10

You don't have to divorce an unsaved spouse.

For that matter, you don't have to divorce an unfaithful
spouse!

 

And it would be much better if it is at all possible, not to
divorce, not to! 

 

While a person does not even have to divorce an abusive mate, I
would say that is one case where the spouse maybe should depart
from the home.

 

But you never have to make the choice to divorce!

 

2. THE PRESENCE
OF ONE THAT IS GODLY IN THE HOME SERVES TO SANCTIFY THE HOME FROM
SPECIAL WORK FROM GOD!

Vs. 14

For that reason, if it is possible to stay in the home, I
recommend it!

 

The word sanctify means: Separate to
God!

 

It does not mean that an unsaved husband is saved just because
he is married to a saved woman.

 

It means that God separates that unsaved husband to special
works of God in an effort to bring him to salvation!

 

If the mate is saved, but not right with God, if they are still
in the home with the one who is right with God, God pulls out the
stops in an effort to bring him around to get things right!

 

And then there are the children. They are separated to be dealt
with for salvation and special favor from God when there is a
parent in the home who is saved.

 

So it is always my recommendation that a married couple stay
together if at all possible!

 

3. IF A DIVORCE
OCCURS, THE FIRST PRIORITY IS RECONCILIATION.

Vs. 11

As long as there is any possibility of the marriage being
reconciled, the Christian ought to seek that first!

 

I am of the opinion at this point, that when there is no
possibility for reconciliation, (the other gets remarried) then the
believing mate is released from the relationship to
remarry   only in the Lord, and only after considering
the idea of not getting married again.










Chapter 11
What About Idols?


1 Corinthians 8:1-13

 

At this point in the letter, the Apostle Paul takes up another
question which was asked him by the Corinthian believers.

 

And the answer of it takes up really chapters 8-10.

 

The question has to do with Christian liberty and knowledge.

 

Since we know that there is only one God, and that idols are
nothing, why shouldn't we eat meat that is sacrificed to idols?

 

In those days, most of the meat that could be purchased had been
first sacrificed to idols, and what remained was taken to the
market to be sold.

 

Was there anything wrong with eating that meat.  For that
matter, was there anything wrong with eating that meat as a part of
the sacrifice?

 

I. THE REBUKE.

Verses 1-3

 

1. We all have knowledge.

Paul is probably here rebuking their haughtiness by saying all
of us have as much knowledge as these Corinthians do.

 

They were not the only ones who knew things about the Lord.

 

The key to having knowledge is not just having it… IT IS KNOWING
WHAT TO DO WITH IT ONCE YOU HAVE IT!

 

2. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity
edifieth.

 

Many of the problems our world is facing today can be attributed
to the lack of understanding of this passage!

 

Go to any college campus and you will see the truth of the words
"knowledge puffeth up!"

 

People whose lives are given to getting of knowledge are all too
often conceited and puffed up in there own self worth just because
of what they know!

 

I know people who could tell you that on the campuses, those
with the degrees snub their noses at those without them!

 

Education is the god of many of them!

 

Even on college campuses, one of the things that has to be
fought is the fact that knowledge puffeth up.

 

The student goes to school and begins to learn great Bible
truths. pretty soon, he gets puffed up about all he knows, and
begins judging those he feels doesn't know as much as he.

 

When I was in college, I saw students who wrote back to their
home preachers condemning them for not understanding the truths
these preacher students knew!

 

The fact of the matter was, their pastors knew these same
truths, they had just learned as well not to be puffed up by their
knowledge by to edify others through love.

 

3. There is no evidence of ignorance more common than a
conceit of knowledge: (from Matthew Henry's
Commentary)

Verse 2

 

One of the best uses of knowledge is to bring us to the place
that we know how much we do not know!

 

These Corinthians were puffed up in their knowledge and they
were using that to the hurt of others!

 

4. More important than being known for what we know is
being known for loving God.

Verse 3

Some of the best preachers and men of God in all of history were
uneducated men.

 

BUT THEY LOVED GOD!

 

Even here in our own school, my first goal for our kids is not
to teach them academics, it is to teach them to LOVE GOD!

 

I would put that far above even reading writing and
arithmetic!

 

II. THE FACTS.

Verses 4-6

 

1. Idols are nothing.

The fact is, there is only one God and that the idols people
worship are just wood, stone, or metal.

 

On the other hand, while there is only one God, there are also
many devils (1 Cor 10:20)

 

2. THERE  IS ONE GOD THE FATHER

Of Whom are all things.

 

All that is, is because God the Father willed it.

 

 

3. THERE IS ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST

By whom are all things

 

All that is, is because Jesus Christ made it. (John 1:3)

 

This does not mean that God the Father is one God and God the
Son is another God.

 

Always remember to take all the Bible together!

 

There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these three are One (1 John 5:7).

 

God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ are together with the
Holy Ghost, One God.

 

I don't understand it, I just know it is true!

 

III. THE PRINCIPLE.

verses 7-13

This knowledge must not, however, be placed above
charity.

 

1. Consider that some Christians are still growing in
the Lord.

verse 7

They may not yet know that there is no other gods but God!

 

 

 

2. Consider that an offense made to a weaker brother is
a sin against the Lord.

verse 12

 

 

3. Consider that the same knowledge which allows you to
do some things also allows you to avoid them for another's
good.

Verse 13

 

I believe the most mature Christians are those that know they
could do things that are questionable, but for love of Christ and
of the brethren choose not to!

 

I could consume alcohol if I wanted to.

 

It would not cause me to loose my salvation.

 

But my love of Christ and the Brethren causes me to avoid
alcohol.

 

I cold gamble, go to the movies, attend dances or whatever.

 

I would not loose my salvation over it.

 

But my love for Christ, and for people causes me to stay away
from those things!

 

 

You see, knowledge puffs up. It puts the individual where he
seeks his own good first!

 

But the truly mature Christian will not use what he knows to
build himself. Instead in love, he will seek what will best edify
others!










Chapter 12
How Free Am I?


1 Corinthians 9:1-27

There are three separate issues that are being dealt with at
once in 1 Corinthians 9.

 

First, Paul is continuing his
reasoning for not eating meat sacrificed to idols even though we
know an idol is nothing.

 

Second Paul is defending his ministry
among them against those that were examining and questioning his
apostleship.

 

Thirdly, and this is the primary issue
of the chapter, Paul is dealing with the issue of Christian
liberty.

 

This is one of the most relevant issues in all of Christianity
today.  Christians in churches all over the world are being
taught this morning that since we are free in Jesus Christ, there
are no standards of living a Christian should be expected to
keep.

 

We are free to do things that preachers have preached against
for years and years and years!  They say that since this is
the age of grace, we ought to revel in that grace!  What we
wear, how we talk, the things we do are all under grace so we are
free to be as much like the world as we please!

 

Paul answers those types of abuses of Christian liberty in this
chapter.

 

First by saying;

I. I HAVE
CHRISTIAN LIBERTY!

vss. 1-14

Paul was an Apostle. If anyone knew a real since of freedom as a
Christian, it would have been the Apostles.

 

He tells us three areas of "power " he had.

 

1. Power to eat and drink anything he wanted. 
verse 4

That is a hint back to chapter 8 and  eating the meats
offered to idols.

 

2. Power to be married and have a wife (verse
5).

By the way, he here tells us that Peter (Cephas) has a wife. The
Catholics have lied to their people for centuries telling them that
peter was the first Pope.

 

Peter was an apostle. He never ever went to Rome so far as
historical records show. He was married, and his ministry,
according to the Bible was in Babylon.

 

Paul, it is thought, was a widower. here Paul says if he wanted,
he was perfectly free to get married.

 

The way, that phrase "to lead about" doesn't mean, to drag her
by the hair! It means, to take her along with him. Paul
travelled  extensively in his ministry. If he had chosen to do
so, he was free to marry and take his wife with him wherever he
went.

 

3. Power to get paid for his ministry (verses
6-14).

Paul is an interesting person. He did get paid for his ministry
in most places.

 

He tells us that other churches sent money to support him and
his missionary team in Philippi, and other towns.

 

But, in Corinth, he refused to accept support from the people
there. Apparently, they were in need of learning the blessing of
working for a living. Paul refused to accept wages for his ministry
there, choosing rather to work with his hands rather than be
chargeable to them.

 

Paul spends these several verse showing why it is right for a
preacher to be recompensed for his labor in the Word of God.

 

So Paul understood that Christians have some freedoms.

 

However,

II. PAUL CHOSE
TO MAKE HIMSELF A SERVANT

Verses 15-19

 

Paul had certain rights and freedoms as a Christian and as an
Apostle.

 

But he says that he chose to use none of them.

 

In verse 19 I am free from all men. No man can tell me how to
conduct myself.

 

However, I have myself servant of all.

 

Christian, it is true that you are free to live your life as you
choose.

 

You are free, never to be baptized.

You are free not to attend church

You are free not to accept an assignment for service at
church.

You are free to ignore the preaching and teaching

You are free to live as much like the world as you want to
live.

 

No one can make you do right for God!

 

But Paul said, though he was free from all men, he had chosen to
make himself the servant of all men!

 

The highest and most noble use of your Christian liberty

IS TO SUBMIT IT AND BECOME A SERVANT FOR THE GOOD OF OTHERS AND
THE GLORY OF GOD!

 

You don't do right because you have to. You do right to be a
servant!

 

You don't serve God in the church because you have to. You serve
God in the church to be a servant!

 

You don't get baptized because you have to. You get baptized to
be a servant!

 

Paul said he had as many rights as an apostle as anybody, but he
chose to lay aside those rights to be a servant!

 

And then Paul give to us these

III.
 REASONS FOR CHOOSING SERVICE INSTEAD OF
FREEDOM.

Verses 20-27

There are two:

1. That souls would be saved.

verses 20-23

 

In effect, Paul did whatever was ethical, legal, and moral, that
would be effective in winning souls.

 

Paul said that he was never without the law to God, and never
outside the law of Christ.

 

He did not break the Word of God, did not do that which is not
Biblical, nor did he do that which was not doctrinally correct.

 

But outside of that… he did whatever he could to win souls!

 

Folks there is just nothing so important as winning souls!
(Unless it is teaching and motivating others to win souls too!)

 

You know the best reason to be baptized?

Because the best soul winners are all baptized!

 

The best reason to be a church member is

Because the best soul winners are all church members!

 

The best reason to live clean and pure lives is

Because the best soul winners all live clean and pure lives!

 

Paul said he was free to do many things, but he made himself a
servant THAT HE MIGHT BY ALL MEANS WIN SOME TO CHRIST!

 

2. To Win a Prize.

Verse 24-27

 

Some people don't thinks it is spiritual to serve God for a
prize.

 

Think that if you want to.

 

BUT EVEN IF IT IS NOT SPIRITUAL, IT IS STILL A BIBLE
COMMAND!

 

You don't have to want the prize. BUT YOU DO HAVE TO WORK TO GET
IT!

 

Paul says only one can win the prize,  SO RUN THAT YE MAY
OBTAIN! Force yourself to work to win the prize.

 

You can give it away if you want to.

 

But you are supposed to try to win it!

 

It is true that Christians have a great deal of liberty CHRIST
HAS MADE US FREE!

 

But that freedom is not best used by being self-serving and
going off our own way.

 

The very best use of the freedom that Christ has given you and
me, IS TO CHOOSE TO BE SERVANTS, SO WE CAN WIN SOULS AND WIN THE
PRIZE OF THE HIGH CALLING IN CHRIST JESUS!










Chapter 13
What We All Can Do


1 Corinthians 10:1-13; 31-33

 

 If you will remember, I told you that 1 Corinthians 8-10
all dealt with the subject of whether or not Christians should eat
meat sacrificed to idols.

 The Christians there were saying that they knew God was
real and these idols were nothing, so why not go ahead and enjoy
the meal!

 

 Paul spent these three chapters teaching them the
principles proper use of our Christian liberty.

 

 While we may not live in a society where eating meat
sacrificed to idols is much of a problem, we do face some similar
conflicts.

 

We have to struggle with

whether or not drinking a beer with a friend is a
problem.

 Whether or not going to the movies is really a
problem.

 Whether or not wearing immodest clothing is a
problem

 

And the same principles apply to them as did to the problem in
Corinth with meat.

 

There are three things in this chapter I want to point out to
you:

I. WE ALL CAN
FALL.

verses 1-12

 

Paul used Israel in the wilderness as an example.

 

1. All of the
children of Israel had gone through the same salvation
experiences

They all had followed the cloud out of Egypt (the cloud was a
divine manifestation of God)

They had all be baptized in the sea (they all had gotten across
the Red Sea on dry ground.)

They all ate and drank of the same spiritual provision (which
Paul said was Christ.)

 

2.  But
God was not pleased with all of them. (verses
5)

Just because you are saved does not mean you have to be pleasing
to God!

 

And just because you are saved does not mean God has to bless
you in this life!

 

God overthrew those He was not well pleased with!  KILLED
THEM!

 

3. The same
sins which they did, we do today!

 

Lusting after evil

 

Idolatry

 

Fornication

 

Tempting Christ (This is when they
said they did not like the Manna from heaven, they did not like
what God had met their needs with.)

 

Murmuring.

 

Wherefore, let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall! Verse 12

 

Any Christian can fall into sin! And any Christian can come to
the place where they so displease the lord he removes his blessings
from them and overthrows them!

 

Don't take your relationship with Christ for granted! you cannot
lose your salvation, but you can lose your fellowship with God!

 

On the other hand;

II. EVERY ONE
CAN STAND

verse 13

While it is possible for any Christian to fall into sin and out
of fellowship with Christ,

 

It is not necessary!

 

God has provided for us all the means to stand for Him!

 

1. No
temptation is unique.

One of the most common things I have to counsel around is the
statement, "Pastor, my case is different!"

 

When we go through a difficult time in life, it is very common
for us to think we are the only person who has ever gone through
this particular thing!

 

We excuse our sins in trials because we think we have a special
case!

 

The truth is that none of has ever gone through any type of
trial that not only has been gone through before,,, BUT HAS BEEN
GONE THROUGH REGULARLY!

 

Many of the others who have gone through what you are going
through have done it without falling into sin

 

So you don't have to either!

 

2. God is
faithful.

 

The next question that generally comes up when a person is going
through difficulties is… "Where is God? Why is He letting me go
through this?"

 

Most of the time I cannot tell you exactly why god allows us to
go through trials and temptations… .

 

I can say this much:

 

God is good and God is faithful!  He has not forsaken you.
He still loves you and some day, even if that day is not until you
are in heaven, you will be able to praise the Lord for this trial
and see how it was for your good!

 

3. There is a
way of escape

But notice that God does not say he gives us a way of escape so
we can avoid the temptation.

 

He gives us a way of escape that we can bear the temptation.

 

They say that during those days when so many Christians were
being tortured and killed for their faith, that the dying saints
would testify in their persecutions as not even feeling the
pain!

 

They would be tied to stakes and set on fire. most of the time
by a slow burning, so they were slowly roasted to death.

 

But they would stand there as they were burning and sing, and
pray, and even preach sermons!

 

God did not allow them to escape the fire, he gave them an
escape so they could bear the fire!

 

III. EVERY ONE
CAN SET THESE SAME PRIORITIES

Verses 31-33

 

Paul said that his first priority was

1. To do all to
the glory of God! verse 31

 

Eating drinking or whatever, Paul wanted to do it to God's
glory.

 

That means we will only eat certain things, and we will only eat
them certain ways because we want to eat in a way that is to the
glory of God.

 

And if eating something, or drinking something is not to the
glory of God.

 

Paul wasn't going to do it!

 

He was like Daniel who purposed in his heart not to defile
himself with the king's meat and wine!

 

Could these Corinthians eat that meat that was sacrificed to
idols and still be saved? YES,  but it would not be to the
glory of God!

 

Can a Christian go to a bar and have a drink with the boys? YES!
But it would not be to the glory of God!

 

Do all to the glory of God.

 

2. Give none
offence.

Acts 24:16

And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a
conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.
(KJV)

 

We ought to try to live our lives in such a way that we do not
offend anybody, saved or unsaved!

 

Now, that does not mean that we will not tell them what they
need to hear.

 

Sometimes it is not possible to keep from offending.

 

But we do not have to purposely offend!  If I know
something I say or do will offend, and I do not have to say or do
it… I OUGHT NOT SAY OR DO IT!

 

3. That they
may be saved

Nothing is more important than seeing people get saved.

 

If I have to start doing things I have never done before to get
people saved, so be it.

 

If I have to quit doing something I have always done, even if it
is not wrong, in order to see people get saved, that is fine
too!

 

Paul said he didn't seek his own profit. He didn't do the things
that would be the most profitable to him personally.

 

He did the things that would led to the most people getting
saved!

 

And we all can do that!

 

And, by the way, if we would, the question of what we could and
couldn't do would never again be an issue!










Chapter 14
Order! Order!


1 Corinthians 11:1-16

 

One of the great truths about God is that HE IS A GOD OF
ORDER!

 

Look at all that exists around us.

The order of the planets

The cycles of the water system

The order in nature

Even the ways the human body operates and you will see in it
all, ORDER!

 

The doctor can operate on a person and know that the
heart will be a a certain location, the lungs, the stomach and so
forth, will all be found in a particular place in the body… BECAUSE
GOD CREATED US WITH ORDER!

 

The Bible says "let all things be done decently and in
order."

And the God is not the author of confusion.

 

God is a God of order.

 

In the first 16 verses of this chapter, Paul teaches us about
that order in three particular areas:

 

I. ORDER IN THE
MINISTRY

Verse 1-2

Paul's first statement is "Be ye followers of me as I also am of
Christ."

 

The questions could be asked, "Why follow Paul as he follows
Christ? Why can't we just follow Christ?"

 

The answer is one of order!

 

God never does anything in a disorderly fashion.  God uses
leadership and order as a part of His plan!

 

1. The church
could not operate if each Christian did what "They believed God
wanted them to do without any coordination and
leadership!

 

Brother So and So says "I believe God wants me to do one
thing."

Brother This and That says"I believe God wants me to do
another thing!"

Sister Here and There says "I believe God wants me to do
Something else."

 

Everybody is doing their own thing and no organized Work is
being accomplished for God!

 

2. Look in the
Bible, and you will find that God always calls a man to lead God's
people.

 

It is not that God could not talk to all people…

 

It is that God will not talk to all people!

 

Like a General in the military, he does not give orders to
individual soldiers by going around the lowers officers. It would
create confusion. He gives the orders to the officers under him,
who in turn give the orders to the individuals he is in command
of!

 

God is a God of order and order can not work without
leadership!

 

II. ORDER IN
MARRIAGE

Verse 3

The order in marriage is this:

 

1. The Head of  Christ is God.

 

2. The Head of Man is Christ.

 

3. The head of Woman is man.

 

There is an important thing
to see here.

 

God the Father is no more God than God the Son is. The order of
authority then is not because one is better than the other, but
just for order's sake.

 

In  heaven, it is just as important that there
is order as it is in the home.

 

Jesus, although He is as much God as God the
Father, never sends the Father, but the Father sends Jesus.

 

The Holy Spirit is just as much God as is God
the Father or Jesus Christ. But Christ sends the Holy Spirit, and
the Holy Spirit never sends the Son.

 

It is not a matter of one being greater than the other, it is a
matter of each submitting to the other for the sake of order!

 

In the home, the man is not greater than the woman,
and should never consider himself better than the
woman.

 

It is just that, in order for the home to function well, there
has to be order and God has determined that the man be the head of
the home!

 

The home works best, when the wife submits to the leadership of
the husband.

 

III. ORDER IN
MASCULINITY

verses 4-16

 

One of the principles of the Bible is that we are to honor the
gender God made us to be!

 

The man is not to dress and look like a woman, nor is the woman
to dress and look like a man.

 

Men should wear clothing that is distinctively masculine and
women should wear clothing that is distinctively feminine!

 

The same is true with the way we wear our hair.

 

1. The Woman's
Glory is long Hair.

Verse 15

In the culture of the day, women always worn there hair long.
Except for one very important exception;

 

The prostitutes in the temples always wore their hair short.
THAT WAS HOW THEY ADVERTISED WHO THEY WERE!

 

Paul said the woman's glory was her hair.

 

It should be distinctively
feminine.

   Some of the "shorter" hair styles of today are not
a disobedience because they are feminine!

 

And it should be distinctively longer than a man's!

 

2. The man's
nature is short hair.

Verse 14

Every once in a while someone will tell me that Jesus had long
hair.

 

That is not true!

 

The Bible here says that if a man has long hair it is a shame
unto him. JESUS DID NOT WEAR HIS HAIR IN A SHAMEFUL FASHION!

 

Most of the time, we get that idea from two sources,
First, the paintings we see. Those paintings were
all done by Catholic artists who lived 100's of years after
Christ!

 

In the day of Christ, artists did sculptor instead of paintings.
There is a bust of Jesus Christ dating back to the first century
which has Him wearing short hair.

 

The second given is because Jesus was a
Nazarene and they wore long hair. Actually, it was the Nazarites
who did not cut their hair. A Nazarene was a person from the city
of Nazareth.

 

A Nazarite was a person who made a vow to God.

They would shave their heads at the beginning of the vow and not
cut their hair until the vow was over! Usually the vow was not that
long, 30 days or so, so their hair would not even be that long
then!

 

Jesus was not a Nazarite! He was a Nazarene! And we can be sure,
He did not do that which was contrary to nature and shameful to
man. He wore short hair!

 

3. 
ANYTHING ELSE IS CONTENTIOUS

verse 16

When a man wears his hair long,

Or when a woman wears her hair like a man, THEY ARE GOING
AGAINST THE CUSTOMS OF THE BIBLE

And are being contentious!

 

The modern long hair on men and short hair on women originated,
from what I have read, in the hippy movement of the 60's.

 

Men wore their hair long as a sign of their rebellion.

 

Women cut their hair off as a sign of their rebellion!

 

I know that now, some of that is not the case. And what I am
about to say is a generalization.

 

But even today, the only reason to wear long hair if you are a
man is to go against the "flow!"

 

And you know which women
wear their hair short almost always?

 

Women who are pastors in the liberal churches

 

THEY ARE BEING REBELLIOUS!

 

God is a God of order.

 

He wants order in the ministry. he wants order in marriage, and
He wants order between the sexes!

 

Anything other than order is contentious and hinders the work
of  Christ!










Chapter 15
The Lord's Supper


1 Corinthians 11:17-34

 

The Church in Corinth was being rebuked by the Lord for a number
of abuses to the Christian faith.

 

In this portion of the Scriptures, Paul rebukes them for their
abuses of the Lord's Supper, going so far as to say that there were
even members of that church who were dead because they had abused
this Christian ordinance.

 

There are three things we want to look at this morning:

I. THEIR MISUSE OF THE LORD'S SUPPER.

 

  The Lord's Supper is not to be taken too lightly! It is a
time of joy for the true believer, and something that a Christian
should desire to do.

 

 But it ought not to be taken improperly!

 

1. Their were
divisions in this church!

Verses 17-19

Paul had dealt with these divisions earlier. He told them they
were carnal and not spiritual and the proof of that was that they
were fightings and divisions in the church.

 

If the Lord's Supper is to do anything, it ought to picture the
unity of the church as a body!

The Bible says that we can't have real fellowship with Christ if
we do not have fellowship with the saints!

I John 4:20

If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he
is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen,
how can he love God whom he hath not seen? (KJV)

 

Folks, it is wrong to gather together and take the Lord's Supper
and to pretend to have fellowship with God if you do not really
have fellowship with the Christians in the church!

 

2. There were some coming just for the Lord's
Supper

Verse 20

The Lord's Supper is to be a memorial taken by the Church Family
as a PART of our family worship.

 

 However, it is the nature of man to turn good things into
bad things, idolizing them.

 Many Christians have turned the Lord's Supper into their
god.

 

SOME WILL COME FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER, When they will come to the
service for anything else!

 

When we gather together, IT IS NOT FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER! We
might partake in the Lord's Supper during that service, but we did
not gather specifically for the Lord's Supper!

 

II. THE MEANING OF THE LORD'S SUPPER.

Verses 23-26

 

  There are some that have perverted the meaning of the
Lord's Supper.

 

  A good friend of mine, when I first began to go to
church, was married to a practicing Catholic lady. She believed
that each time she took the Lord's Supper, she was actually
receiving Christ as her Saviour.

 

  There are three things Paul teaches:

1. Ye do shew the Lord's Death till He come

Verse 26

 The Lord's Supper is A MEMORIAL.

 

 It is not a sacrament!

 

 A memorial is something you do to REMEMBER God has been
gracious to you.

 A sacrament is something you do to RECEIVE God's grace to
you!

 

 When Israel went into the promised land and defeated the
Canaanites, there were 2 and a half tribes, who had asked for and
received their land on the other side of the Jordan river.

 

 Once they went back home, they made an altar just like the
one their brothers had over in the promised land.

 

 When their brothers heard about it, they assembled for war
and were about to go and fight them.

 

 The 2 and a half tribes said, "This altar is not made to
worship on, but as a reminder that we are related to you!"

 

With that, the others were satisfied and the war was called
off!

 

The Lord's Supper is NOT a sacrament where we receive God's
salvation. It is a reminder to those of us who are saved that we
have received it!

 

2. The Bread Reminds us of the Broken Body of
Christ.

Verse 24

 

Each time we partake of the broken bread in the Lord's Supper,
we are saying; "CHRIST SUFFERED IN THE BODY THAT I
COULD BE SAVED!

 

3. The Cup Reminds us of the Blood of Christ Shed at
Calvary.

Verse 25

 

When we drink that little cup of grape juice, we are saying,
"Christ shed His blood so I could be
saved."

 

So the Lord's Supper is a picture, a memorial of what Christ has
already done for us!

 

To make it more than that is sinful!

 

III. THE MANNER OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

 

1. It is to be taken as a Supper!

 That is why we do not take it during the 11:00 service.
Supper is the evening meal!

 When Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper, it was at night.
The Scriptural time to take it is at night!

 

2.  It is to be taken together.

Verse 33

 This does not mean we have to wait until every member of
the church is there at the same time.

 

 It means that we wait until all are served before we
partake of the Lord's Supper.

 

 We take the Lord's Supper AT THE SAME TIME! Every one gets
served, and once we are all served, we follow the pastor's
leadership in taking it together.

 

3. It is to be
taken after examination.

Verses 27-31

The Lord's Supper should not be taken in a casual way.

 

The Bible indicates at least four qualifications for partaking
in the Lord's Supper;

A. Saved

 

B. Baptized

 

C. Church membership

 

D. Examination for sin.

Jesus said if you bring a gift to the altar to give the Lord,
and there remember that you have ought with a brother, leave your
gift, go make things right with the brother, and then you can make
things right with God!

 

Prior to taking the Lord's Supper, a person should examine
themselves and judge themselves.

 

Because, Paul says, if we would judge ourselves, we would not
need to be judged by anyone else!










Chapter 16
Charisma in Corinth


1 Corinthians 12: 1-11

God uses chapters 12-14 to deal very specifically with the
subject of the spiritual gifts, and the gift of tongues in
particular.

 

Remember, this is a church that is doing almost everything
wrong! What  is said in these chapters about the spiritual
gifts is to correct them, not to praise them!

 

This morning we will get the groundwork laid for the rest of the
passage by studying verses 1-11 I have divided it into these three
sections:

 

I. THE
ACCUSATIONS Verses 1-2

 

There are two accusations that are made against the church at
Corinth in regards to the spiritual gifts:

 

1. They were
ignorant!

 

No punches were pulled here were there!

 

The Corinthians believers were ignorant about the spiritual
gifts and Paul did not want them that way any more!

 

What we find then in the rest of chapters 12-14, are very
detailed instructions concerning the spiritual gifts so they would
not be ignorant any more!

 

Ignorance is not the same thing as stupid. A stupid person can't
learn, an ignorant person can! THERE IS NO EXCUSE FOR
IGNORANCE!

 

But this would have been a blow to the Corinthians, because they
thought of themselves as spiritually mature and above the rest!

 

They were proud of their spiritual accomplishments. To have been
sitting there in the service, when their pastor read publicly, this
letter from Paul, would have been quite a humbling experience!

 

Paul called them ignorant!

 

Accusation Number Two

2. They were
blaspheming!

In their ignorance of the spiritual gifts, they had actually
accepted a demonic spirit as the power of God!

 

Paul reminds them that before they were saved they were "carried
away with dumb idols even as they were led."

 

It is a well documented fact that many pagan religions have as a
part of their worship, an ecstatic trance, often involving the
speaking of a language not known by the one in the trance.

 

Indians the peyote weed to put themselves in drug induced
hallucinogenic trance.

 

Such ecstatic trances AND  the speaking in other tongues
can be documented among almost every type of false religion. Among
them, Muslims and Buddhists.

 

Only when they do it, there is no doubt whose spirit it is who
led them!

 

The accusation Paul makes is that these Christians, in a desire
to have a spiritual power, ignorantly had allowed themselves to be
carried away with these demonic spirits and
              
WERE CALLING JESUS ACCURSED! (Even though they might not have known
it if it were in an ecstatic language!)

 

I have been told by Charismatics that I am committing blasphemy
of the Holy Ghost when I say this, but they are really the ones who
are blaspheming God! Speaking in tongues, as they do, does not come
from God, but the devil!

 

As Paul lays the ground work for the rest of the passage he
secondly gives us;

II. THE
ADMINISTRATIONS verses 4-6

There are three crucial words here:

 

1.
Gifts

 It is the Greek word "Charisma."  It means a divine
endowment. 

 

It is speaking about the gifts that God the Holy Spirit gives to
every Christian for serving the Lord!

 

God does not give every Christian the same gifts. There are
diversities of gifts!

 

Which, again is a direct teaching against the Charismatic
churches today which like to teach that if you do not speak in
tongues, you are not filled with the Holy Spirit.

 

There are diversities of these gifts! We get them AS THE HOLY
SPIRIT CHOOSES!

 

2.
Administrations.

Is the word "diakonia."  It means, service, aid, or office
(like a deacon). 

 

God gives each of us spiritual gifts as He pleases, and then he
gives us different places to serve him with the gift!

 

Two people may have the same spiritual gift, but may not use it
in the same ministry.

 

3.Operations

Is the Greek word "energema." It means, "an effect or result
from the work."

 

So God Gives the gifts as he will

God places us in the position he will

And God gives the results he will!

 

Two people with the same spiritual gifts may not use them for
the same ministry, and may not have the same results with them!

 

And then look at the third part of this foundation;

III. THE
MANIFESTATIONS Verses 7-11

Here is one list of spiritual gifts, the ones that Paul will
spend most of his time upon.

Another list of Spiritual gifts is found in Romans 12:6-8

 

Peter summarizes both lists in

1 Pet 4:10 As every man hath received the gift, even
so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God. (KJV)

1 Pet 4:11 If any man speak, let him speak as the
oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of
the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen. (KJV)

 

Peter calls them speaking gifts and serving gifts.

 

Another way to divide them would be the Charismatic gifts, and
the Christian ministry gifts.

 

And we will see before we finish these three chapter of 1
Corinthians that the Charismatic gifts have all ceased to be given
by the Holy spirit in our day!

 

We will also find that these gifts are not to be sought for. We
are to seek rather to have Christian love, faith, and hope AND TO
ALLOW THE HOLY SPIRIT TO WORRY ABOUT WHAT GIFTS WE HAVE AND DO NOT
HAVE!










Chapter 17
Gifts in the Body


1 Corinthians 12:12-27

Paul is speaking in this  of 1 Corinthians of how the
spiritual gifts work in the local church, which he calls here a
body.  In Ephesians 1:22-23 Paul calls the church Christ's
body;

 

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him
to be the head over all things to the church,

Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth
all in all. (KJV)

 

Romans 12:4 says;

 For as we have many members in one body, and
all members have not the same office: (KJV)

 

I. UNITY OF THE
BODY

As Paul develops this illustration, his first thought is "many
members make one body" 1 Corinthians 12:12-14;

 For as the body is one, and hath many members,
and all the members  of that one body, being many, are one
body: so also is Christ.

 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free;
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

 For the body is not one member, but many.
(KJV)

 

In these three verses, Paul uses the number "one" seven
times.

 

Paul recognizes that a church has to have unity.  It is
vital to the church! 

 

But unity does not mean that everyone will do the same
thing.

 

 For a body to be healthy, whole, and helpful, it must have
many members performing many separate functions.

 

The Bible uses several types to describe the church,  three
of those help to describe the relationship each Christian in the
church has with the others. 

 

1. First, there
is the body. 

Each member of the body gets its life from the same
source. 

 

Some do their jobs voluntarily, and others have to be told what
to do. 

 

Some members of a body are never seen.  Others are the
center of attention. 

 

But if the body is missing any portion of any
member, that body is not whole.  It is a
cripple. 

 

In the church, we have the same dependence.  Every member
relies on every other member.  There is a vital union between
the members.  If any member is severed from the
body, no matter which member, it may kill that
body!  All members are vital to the life of the
church.

 

2. The second
type is the family. 

As Christians, we all are children of God.  We are all in
the family of God. 

 

A church needs to relate one to another as members of the same
family. 

We take the Lord's Supper together.  That's a family
experience.

 

 We call each other brothers and sisters.  We are a
family. 

 

It would do a church well to learn to accept each church member
as a member of our family.

 

3. The third
type is a building.

Buildings are solid and unmovable because each member is nailed
together. 

 

A church ought to be unshakable in its doctrine and in its
practices.

 

 It also ought to be a solid influence in its
community. 

 

A church gets this way when each member does what it does best,
while being firmly committed to the church as a whole and to each
member in particular.

 

Notice next

II. DIVERSITY
IN THE BODY

Vss 14-20

1. Going on to develop further his illustration, Paul shows that
"every member has
a place" (vss. 15-18).

 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the
hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the
body?

 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the
eye, I am not of  the body; is it therefore not of the
body?

 If the whole body were an eye, where were the
hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the
smelling?

 But now hath God set the members every one of
them in the body, as it hath pleased him.

 

In any body not all can be eyes.  Not all can be
ears.  Not all can be mouths. 

 

Somebody has to be a hand, and somebody else has to be a
foot.  In verse 18, we find that God decides who is going to
be what in the church;

 

 But now hath God set the members every one of
them in the body, as it hath pleased him. (KJV)

 

Too many Christians today try to decide for themselves what
member they will be!  And it creates a monster!

 

2. Weaker parts
of the body are not to consider themselves
unimportant.

 verse 16;

 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the
eye, I am not of  the body; is it therefore not of the body?
(KJV)

 

 Some people feel useless unless they can teach a Sunday
School class, or sing specials they are not as importantas those
who  have some fancy, visible duty in the church. 

 

Some members who do have those more visible roles think or
themselves more highly than they ought to think!

 

Verses 15 and 16 are trying to point out that even those who may
not have fancy talents are still needed desperately as parts of the
healthy church body.

Note verse 21;

 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have
no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of
you. (KJV)

 

One member has no business belittling another member.

 

 My wife thinks I have ugly feet, but I am
going to keep them anyway!

 

Those who give more than others, do more than others, and bring
more guests than others should be careful not to think they are
better than others!

 

Applying that
to the Spiritual gifts:

There are basically two types of gifts;

the charismatic gifts, and the serving gifts. 

 

Some people are given by God those charismatic, fancy gifts that
really draw attention. 

 

Others have serving gifts that are really worth
something! 

 

The people with the fancy gifts have no business belittling
those who have the more useful serving gifts.

 

III. ORDER INT
HE BODY

Verses 19 - 26  suggest that God,

 places more value in the serving gifts than He does the
others.  Note especially verses 22-26;

 Nay, much more those members of the body,
which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:

And those members of the body, which we think to be
less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our
uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.

For our comely parts have no need: but God hath
tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to
that part which lacked:

That there should be no schism in the body; but that
the members should have the same care one for
another.

And whether one member suffer, all the members
suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice
with it. (KJV)

 

1. The word
honor

 there does not mean reverence. It means
valuable. 

 

God says that the

feeble parts,

the lesser parts, and

 

2. The uncomely
parts are the more necessary and valuable
parts. 

They are even, in God's eyes, the more beautiful
parts! 

 

God thinks more of these parts than the fancy ones. 

 

The serving gifts are more highly favoured of God than the
charismatic ones! 

For instance, verse 21 uses the feet as an
illustration of a feeble member.  We know, however, that many
times the Bible says, "How beautiful are the feet of them that
preach the gospel!"

 

3. If God's
most important work for us is soul winning,

and I believe it is,

we may ask legitimately, "How many people get saved
these days whenever someone witnesses to them in
tongues?"  God is not nearly so interested in
those fancy gifts like tongues as He is in one that can win the
lost to Christ!

 

So the illustration God uses to teach about the spiritual gifts
is this, while there are many different gifts and ministries
necessary in the work of the local church, all those ministries
compliment each other for the good of the church

 

And no one gift ought to consider itself more important than
another!










Chapter 18
The Very Best Gift


1 Corinthians 13:1-13

The passage we just read is known as the Love Chapter of the
Bible. The Word Charity is a term that is also translated love and
refers to a godly type of love that gives without expecting
anything in return.

 

What I don't want you to miss this morning is that this chapter
is more about spiritual gifts than it is about the love of a
husband and wife. (Although I do not think there is anything wrong
with a husband and wife learning how to love each other from this
passage.)

 

The introduction to the chapter is actually in chapter
12:28=31

1. God has set
the gifts in the church by order. Vs 28

First Apostles, then prophets, lastly speaking in tongues and
interpretation of tongues.

 

2. God has not
made all Christians have the same gifts; Vs
29-30

The construction of these questions demands a "No" answer.

Just as not everyone is an Apostle, and not everyone is a
preacher, not were are to speak in tongues.

 

3. God has
given us something much better than these gifts! Vs
31

And although he does not yet tell us what it is, Chapter 13
begins here to teach us about it!

 

Essentially Paul says,

 "Folks, instead of trying to get all these
spiritual gifts, let me show you a more excellent
way!

 

Seek love instead!"

 

(The Bible teaches us that if we love God and our neighbor we
will fill ALL the law and the comandments.)

 

In 1 Corinthians 13, we have;

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF CHARITY (vss. 1-3).

 Paul makes it clear to us that no gift is worth a having
unless godly love is behind its use: 

1. We may speak
with miraculous tongues, but they are confusing,
deadened sounds without real love behind them.

 

It does not matter how "golden tongued" the speaker is if he
isn't sincere!

 

2. We may stand
before men and preach the mysteries of God, but
without love, it is nothing. 

 

It also doesn't matter how true what the speaker says is, if he
does not have a compassionate heart, it will most likely fall on
deaf ears.

 

3. We may even
exercise our serving gifts to the point of giving
all our possessions and even our life, but without godly love, it
is worthless.

 

And then it does not matter how much we give of our time talents
and treasures, if we do not do so with a motivation of love, it
will most likely not be useful in bringing souls to the
Saviour!

 

Love gives, expecting nothing in return.

Anytime we do even what is right, and we do it expecting
something in return, we are not serving out of love but out of
lust!  Our motive for serving would be to get rather than to
give.  God's word here says that that is worthless.

True love is what makes the exercising of our gifts
valuable.  We therefore must seek the love of God as our
priority.

 

II. THE CHARACTERISTICS OF CHARITY (vss.
4-7). 

Notice the selflessness of charity, which is true, godly
love. 

 

Suffereth Long

Is kind

envieth no

vaunteth not itself

Is not puffed up

Doth not behave itself unseemly

seeketh not her own

not easily provoked

thinketh no evil

rejoiceth not in iniquity

rejoiceth in truth

beareth all things

believeth all things

hopeth all things

endureth all things

never faileth

 

Listen!  Any spiritual gift, whether it is a miraculous
gift, a speaking gift, or a serving gift, that is not administered
in true love will be selfish in nature. 

 

In fact I doubt that it is a true spiritual gift! The spiritual
gifts are given to us so we can be a blessing to the church, not
for what we can get out of them!

 

III. THE ENDURANCE OF CHARITY (vss. 8-13).

One good reason to seek godly love rather than a spiritual gift,
is because you can't lose!  As you exercise godly love the
Holy Spirit will see to it that you also exercise your spiritual
gift.  So you end up with both!

 

1.  The
crux of verses 8-13 is that the spiritual gifts  will vanish
away.   

 

It is not my intention to try to explain the meaning of these
verses theologically.

 

 When these gifts vanish is not as important to
the context as that they do vanish.

 

In fact, Paul makes it sound as if the only things that
continued to abide even at the time he was writing were faith hope
and charity!

 

2. Since the
"sensational" spiritual gifts have no enduring value, they should
be put aside for more enduring and even mature
things.

 

1 Cor 13:11 When I was a child, I spake as a child,
I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a
man, I put away childish  things. (KJV)

 

Each of those things mentioned in verse 11 answers to one of the
vanishing gifts? 

"Spake as a child" answers to
tongues. 

"Thought as a child" answers to prophecy. 
And

"understood as a child" answers to
knowledge. 

 

These things have been put aside for more mature things such as
faith hope, and charity.  Those only still abide.

 

3. Of the three
things that still abide charity is said to be the
greatest.

 I believe  that is because it will be the only one of
even these great three that continues to abide into
eternity. 

 

Faith that is seen is really no more
faith. 

Hope that is received is really no more
hope. 

 

Both of these then will be no more in eternity. 

 

Only godly love, the charity of this chapter will endure
forever! 

 

So here is the more excellent way.

 

Instead of seeking a spiritual gift, seek charity!

 

We can't all have the same spiritual gifts, but we can
all have charity.

Spiritual Gifts will profit no one without
charity.

Charity always seeks to serve rather than to be
served

And Charity will endure when everything else has
ceased!

 

May we then seek this better way.  May we seek love!










Chapter 19
The Biblical Gift of Tongues


1Corinthians 14:1-40

 

Whenever you consider the use of Tongues, there are three types
of tongues that have to be considered:

***Tongues as they were found in Acts. The
supernatural ability to speak a language you did not know, or for
the hearer to understand what you spoke in their own language

***Tongues as it is used in the Charismatic
churches. An ecstatic language, they say comes from
heaven

***Tongues in the sense of the learned ability to speak
a foreign language or the different languages spoken by
people with different backgrounds.

 

Corinth was a large, Cosmopolitan city. There were people from
all over the world there, many of whom would obviously speak
different languages and some who would have the ability to speak
several languages.

 

In this chapter, Paul writes of; 1. Tongues verses prophecy
(vss. 1-5).  2. Paul's own use of Tongues (vss. 6-19). 
3. Tongues in the church (vss. 20-40).

I. Tongues
verses prophecy (vss. 1-5). 

1. In general
Paul says that prophecy is more practical and useful than
tongues. 

Tongues are really impractical as far as God's plans for man is
concerned.  People just don't get saved listening to someone
speak in tongues!  Tongues have no value to those that hear
them.  They are mysteries to them.

 

Prophecy, rather, is valuable to the hearer.  Prophecy is
more than telling the future.

2. The use of
prophecy can also be for edification, exhortation, and
comfort. 1 Corinthians 14:3 says;

 

 But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to
edification, and exhortation, and comfort. (KJV)

 

Edifying is building one up in the
faith.

Exhortation is encouraging one unto
love and good works, and

Comfort is helping one in
trial. 

 

All three of these are valuable to God because they will lead to
the winning of souls to Christ.

 

 The reason we Christians need to learn the Bible and live
holy lives is not so we can say, "Look at me! I'm better than
you."  It is so our lives will have a good testimony before
God and man.  Then God can use us to win more souls to
Him.

 

3.  Paul
says that the use of tongues is a selfish
thing.

 It is no good to anybody but the speaker.

 

Prophecy on the other hand, is selfless. It has the good of
others in view;

 

1 Cor 14:5 I would that ye all spake with tongues,
but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth
than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the
church may receive edifying. (KJV)

 

The concept of edifying the church is found over and over in
this chapter (vss 3, 5, 12, 26)

Imagine, if you will, a church which is attempting to imitate
the supernatural gift of tongues as it was demonstrated in Acts
2.

 

Thee were some, we are told in Chapter 12, who had been led
astray and were actually allowing a Demon to give them an ecstatic
tongue, and by it, they were cursing Christ.

 

But here were others who knew foreign languages and were getting
up and speaking in them, as if they were using the gift of
tongues.

 

The sole enjoyment of such a thing would be for the user, and
not for any in the room! The church would not be edified, but the
speaker.

 

 II.
Paul's own use of Tongues (vss. 6-19). 

1.  In
verses 7-11 Paul points out the uselessness of anything that makes
an uncertain sound.

Picture an orchestra where no one in the group
knows how to play music.

 

They could make sounds, but it would surely not be pretty to
hear.

 

Or picture a bugler in battle. If he did not
know how to play the battle calls, he could not help in the
fight.

 

The implication is that those that speak in tongues make an
uncertain and therefore useless sound.

 

It is vital to the edifying and usefulness of the church, that
the speaker be understood, and filled with the spirit at the same
time.

 

Otherwise, he is like a barbarian to the hearer

 

2. Some people
today say that they use tongues to "pray in the
spirit."

 In verses 12-17 Paul says that he can "pray in the
spirit," and do it in a language he can understand!

 

He could sing in the spirit, he could
pray in the spirit,  (verse 15)

He could bless in the spirit, and he
could give thanks in the spirit, (verse
16)

 

And he could do it all so that people could understand what was
said! 

 

Why use an unintelligible language to do these when they could
be done just as well and better in a language that could be a
benefit to others?  A person can "be in the
spirit" and still speak his own language.  Why
then do anything else?

 

3. In verses
18-19 Paul is thankful for his gift of tongues.

The Bible never once tells of Paul using a supernatural ability
to speak a language he did not know.

 

We do know, however, that he spoke several foreign languages.
Hebrew (Acts 21:4), Greek (Acts 21:37), probably Aramiac (because
it was a common language), and perhaps even Latin (because he was a
Roman citizen) I am sure that, being a travelling church planter as
he was, speaking all these languages was useful.  But, he
said, even then he would not use them in the
church!

 

III. Tongues in
the church (vss. 20-40).

1. In verses
21-25 he gives a practical use of
tongues. 

Not a prayer language, but a means to preach the gospel to the
unbeliever who speaks a foreign language.

 

 Inside church services the common language of
the place was to be used exclusively so that all
believers could be blessed as well as the lost being saved.

 

2. Paul also
addressed the problem, "what if someone comes to church who speaks
a different language?" (vss. 27-28). 

 

There is no reason for him to speak in the services if no one
understands him.

 

 If there is someone there who can interpret what he says,
the people of two languages will be blessed by his
exhortation. 

If, however, there is no one there able to interpret, then let
the one with the foreign tongue worship god silently.  Let him
not interrupt the order of the services!

 

3. Paul's rule
of thumb was 1 Corinthians 14:40;

 

 Let all things be done decently and in order.
(KJV)

 

The preaching should be done decently and in order.  So
should the prayer and the singing.  All the church services
should have an air of orderliness about them.  I believe that
verse 32-33 tells us that we can be "in the Spirit," and still
maintain control of ourselves and the services;

 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to
the prophets.

 For God is not the author of confusion, but of
peace, as in all churches of the saints. (KJV)

We are sometimes afraid of formality, aren't we? 
We brag about the preacher who goes past his time because "he
preached until the Spirit said stop!"  People sometimes give
testimonies without waiting until testimonies are called for. 
We start our services and stop our services when we want to because
we say that way "the Spirit is in control."  Especially are
these things true of the so called charismatic churches. 
Being "in the Spirit" means being "out of control."  This is
not the doctrine of the Apostle Paul!  Paul rebuked this out
of control church in Corinth!  May we learn then to have well
planned, practiced and prepared services of worship for the glory
of the Lord!

 

Obviously we don't want these services to be so rigid that they
can't be changed if the Holy Spirit does lead, but we should seek
the Spirit's leading as we plan.  He is not the author of
confusion!

 

4. Verses 34-35
tell us that women should keep silence in the
churches. 

 

This is in context with speaking in tongues. 

Women can sing in the church. 

They can give testimonies in the
church. 

They can pray in the church. 

 

They are simply not to usurp authority over a man (1 Timothy
2:12) or voice their opinions, or speak in tongues.  They
should save their questions to ask their husbands. (If he does not
know the answer, he can ask the pastor).  This would solve
many problems with Pastors and affairs with the women they have
counseled!

 

Why is it that so much of the modern charismatic
movement is woman oriented?  Women are the main
leaders in many charismatic churches.  This seems to be the
same thing that Paul was facing in that day.  Women were the
leaders often of the pagan religions.  They were the
prostitute priestesses.  Now they were leading the church into
carnal worship in the name of the Lord!

 

As far as we can see, 1 Corinthians 14 scolded Corinth for the
same things that I have seen in the charismatic movement
today.  Confusion in the services, so much
disorder that new people can't understand what is happening. 
The use of unscriptural tongues, and that without
discretion so that the unsaved were scared out of the
churches.  Women who ignore the plain teaching if the
Bible and propagate tongues as well as lead over the
men.  Sometimes even taking the pastoral position.  And
finally the false assumption that being "in the Spirit"
means having no control so that services have no schedule
or plan.

 

Paul ends chapter 14 with an admonition to observe what he has
said (vs. 37);

 

 If any man think himself to be a prophet, or
spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto
you are the commandments of the Lord. (KJV)

 

This is the Word of God.  Accept the truth that the
charismatic use of gifts has been false. 

Admit your ignorance (14:38), and then go from there to follow
the truth!










Chapter 20
The Resurrection Chapter


1 Corinthians 15:1-58

 

We have said repeatedly that 1 Corinthians is written to correct
the errors that existed in the church at Corinth.

 

Over and over in this book, Paul had dealt with sins, wrong
practices, and wrong doctrines.

 

In this chapter, Paul sought to correct there errors concerning
the doctrine of the resurrection. This church, which thought of
itself as so great, ACTUALLY HAD MEMBERS WHO DID NOT BELIEVE THAT
EVEN CHRIST HAD NOT RISEN FROM THE DEAD.

 

In his effort to effort to correct their error, Paul wrote what
I believe is one of the most exciting chapters in all of the
Bible:

 

Note first:

I. THE WAY OF
THE RESURRECTION Verses 1-11

 

In these verses we have :

1. THE GOSPEL
PREACHED.

In verses 3 and 4 Paul tells us what the gospel message is:

That Christ died for our sins

That Christ was buried, and

That Christ rose again.

 

This gospel message is the "power of God" unto salvation.

 

Paul reminded them of it, because they were saved through the
message of the death burial and resurrection, but now were doubting
the resurrection part!

 

So the next things we have is:

2. THE GOSPEL
AUTHENTICATED

There were two things that Paul used to verify the truth of the
gospel message;

 

a.
According to the Scriptures.

Two times Paul said that the Gospel message was according to the
Scriptures. These were things the Old Testament said would
happen.

 

b.
Eyewitnesses

Paul gave a list of eyewitnesses of the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ

 

Cephas (another name for Peter)

The Twelve (the Apostles were called the Twelve)

500 Brethren at one time (some had died but most were even still
alive when Paul wrote this)

James

The Apostles again

lastly Paul had seen the resurrected Christ Himself (Acts 9,
when he got saved.)

 

3. THE GOSPEL
BELIEVED

The Gospel is the power of God unto salvation, but only to those
who believe.

 

Paul began this chapter in verse one by saying they had received
this gospel

 

And Paul reminded them again in verse 11 that they had believed
this gospel.

 

Only those who believe and receive the gospel are saved
people.

 

Those who have believed and received then have the hope of being
resurrected with Christ.

 

Next we have

II. THE FACTS
OF THE RESURRECTION Verses 12-53

These verses are some of the most exciting in all of the Bible,
but they take some study. Basically her is what they say:

1. We Rise
because Christ Rose. (vs.12-22)

If Christ did not rise from the dead then
:

The Apostles were false witnesses

Christians' sins are not forgiven

Our faith is vain and empty

Those who have died in faith have perished

 

But Christ DID rise (verses 21) and is the firstfruits of them
that slept. he is the one who will open the way for every other
believer to be resurrected!

 

2. We Rise In a
Particular Order  (vs.
23-28)    

First was Christ

Next The First Fruits. Matthew 27:51-53 These folks came were
resurrected after Christ was resurrected and walked the streets of
Jerusalem! (Probably went to heaven after that.)

They that are Christ's at His coming (when the Rapture happens 1
Thess 4)

Then  the kingdom of God (resurrection of OT Saints for the
kingdom)

Resurrection of the Spiritually dead ( after the 1000 year
reign)

 

3.  We
Rise With Spiritual Bodies. vs. 35-53

Paul answers the question "How can God put together
bodies that have been destroyed and scattered?"

 

"What about someone who lost an arm or leg in Vietnam and was
buried years later in America?"

 

God put all the pieces back together, but he doesn't necessarily
have to.

 

The Resurrected body is similar to the principle of
the seed sown in the ground.

 

The seed dies, but through it comes a brand new life.

 

When this body goes to the grave, God will use it as the "seed"
which grows into my glorified body!

 

Paul says this resurrected
body will be:  Incorruptible vs 42, powerful vs
43,  spiritual vs 44, and immortal vs 53.

 

Everything that is wrong with this body will be made right in
the resurrected body!

 

There is even provision made for those who are
saved, but have not died when it is time for the
Resurrection Vs 51-53

 

We won't all sleep (die) but we will all be changed! As we are
zipping through the skies to meet the Lord!

 

Lastly;

III. THE
TRIUMPH OF THE RESURRECTIONverses 54-58

There are three things we will gain the triumph or victory over
at the Resurrection:

 

1. Triumph over
sin verse 56

We fight, more than anything else in this life, our own sin.

 

The sin in our bodies cause us to fail the Lord

They cause us to disobey the Bible

They cause us to mistreat our families

They cause us to be weak soul winners

They cause us to make problems in churches..

 

Sin is the cause of disease and death

 

But when the resurrection occurs, we will have triumphed over
sin! No sin in heaven!

 

2. Triumph over
death verse 54-55

Death is an over riding point in all of life.

 

From the moment we are conceived, death becomes a reality to
us.

 

We fear death

We avoid death

We need comforted at the deaths of loved ones

 

We make decisions based on how safe a thing might be.

 

But at the Resurrection we will have triumphed over death.

 

There will be no death in heaven, no disease, no chance of
dying!

 

3. Triumph over
Labour verse 58

This earth is a place of labour.

 

It was a part of the curse. Work is not a curse, but labour is,
the fact that we have to work so hard to get ahead.

 

Heaven will be a land of rest. When we labour there, everything
we do will work right!

 

And because that is true, the labour we do for the Lord here
ISN'T IN VAIN!

 

We will get to heaven and see ALL OUR STRUGGLES FOR CHRIST ON
THIS EARTH, THOUGH THEY SEEMED WEAK AND FRAUGHT WITH TRIALS

 

Will have been for a good purpose!

 

The Resurrection is the HIGHLIGHT DOCTRINE OF THE CHRISTIAN!

 

It is the goal we all shoot for!

 

It is the hope we have for the future and the reason we work for
the Lord today.

 

Thanks be unto God which given us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ!










Chapter 21
Christian Giving


1 Corinthians 16:1-3

 

Before the Apostle Paul ended his First Epistle to the church at
Corinth, he gave them a brief lesson in giving.

 

Paul, as he travelled to the various churches he had established
in previous journeys, was collecting an offering to be giving to
the saints at Jerusalem.

 

Christianity had begun in and around Jerusalem. But Christianity
had also suffered much in and around Jerusalem.

 

The Jews had turned their hatred for Jesus into an intense
hatred for his followers. They, therefore, found themselves in
need. Paul, who was planning to return to Jerusalem at the end of
this journey, was preparing to take an offering back to these
saints.

 

We find in these three short verses, several lessons about
Christian giving:

 

I. GIVING
SHOULD BE AN ACT OF WORSHIP

They were to give on the First Day of the Week

Which is the Lord's Day.

 

It is not accident that Paul went straight from Chapter 15 and
the message about the victory through the resurrection of Christ,
to speaking about giving.

 

When we give in the church, we are performing an act of
Worship.

 

We include the passing of the offering plate in the services as
a portion of our worship to the Lord!

 

And again notice the term, the First day of the week.

 

Just this past week someone asked me about the Seventh Day
Adventists. One of their key doctrines is that worship on Sunday
(the first day of the week) is really the worship of the Devil.

 

The Jews worshipped God on the Seventh Day of the Week, which is
Saturday.

 

We worship on
Sunday for some very specific Bible reasons:

1. Jesus Rose from the Dead on the first day of the week (John
20:1)

2. The resurrected Christ met with the Apostles on the first day
of the week. (John 20:19)

3. The Holy Spirit filled the believers as they were gathered
together on the first day of the week. (Acts 2:1) Pentecost means
50 days. It took place 50 days after the Sabbath after
Passover)

4. The churches Paul started in Acts met on the first day of the
week  (Acts 20:7)

5. Paul commanded the believers in all the churches to meet on
the first day of the week to give their offerings (1 Cor 16:2).

 

When we come together on the first day of the week, bringing
with us our offerings, we are doing so as an act of worship!

 

II. GIVING
SHOULD BE SYSTEMATIC (PLANNED).

That is again suggested by the fact they were to give on the
first day of the week.

 

Paul was contacting them ahead of time so when he got there they
would already be ready to give the offering he planned to take.

 

The same is true of all our giving to the Lord. It ought to be
planned, prayed about, and set aside for the Lord's day!

 

The place I have trouble doing this is when I go to pastor's
meetings. The meetings cost the church that hosts it money, and
they always take an offering.

 

But I seem to forget to take money for that offering more than I
remember it!

 

Since I am not prepared like I should be, I have to scrounge
around (usually in my wife's purse) to come up with an offering to
give.

 

That is never as good, because I am not prepared spiritually to
give as worship, and because I can't give what God wants, but what
i happen to have!

 

Just throwing a dollar in the offering plate isn't that same as
systematic, planned, and prayed for giving!

 

III. GIVING
SHOULD BE INDIVIDUAL.

"Let every on of you… "

 

Giving is something that every Christian should be involved in!
It is not for the ones who can afford it, it is for every one!

 

First of all, if a Christian does not give, they aren't fully
worshipping God! Giving is part of the worship experience.

 

Secondly, if a Christian does not give, he misses the
opportunity to be blessed of God. The Bible says "give and it shall
be given to you again. good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
and running over…

 

I want every Christian to give so every Christian can be blessed
of God!

 

And Thirdly, if a Christian does not give, there is a portion of
the work of God that cannot be accomplished. God has designed that
the church accomplish its work through the tithes and offerings of
the people in the church. if some do not give, then the church
cannot do all it ought for the Lord!

 

Here is an area we ought to think about: Every one of you
includes our children.

 

Have you ever considered as a parent that you ought to teach
your children to tithe off their income (whether it be allowances
or whatever) regularly?

 

We have our kids fill out envelops just like we do, and they get
a statement back at the end of the year from the church just like
we do! We don't want them to have to learn to tithe after they are
out on their own.

 

We want tithing to be just what they do with their income!

 

IV. GIVING
SHOULD BE THROUGH THE LOCAL CHURCH.

"As I have given order to the churches… "

 

While there are certain times when we might want to give an
extra gift of charity outside of the local church (We sometimes
give to a local cause like the Police's Teddy Bear program)

 

Most Christian giving ought to be done through the church.

 

For several reasons:

First, that is what Paul taught.

Secondly, it creates a more organized and
united effort in giving.

Third, it helps to teach that the very first
gift we give should be the tithe to the church.

Fourth, it ensures that our giving dollar will
be used well. (The local church supports only missions causes we
have personally become acquainted with and we are sure will use the
money right. [Unlike the United Way president, and Jim
and Tammy Baker])

 

V. GIVING
SHOULD BE HANDLED HONESTLY.

Verse 3

 

While Paul was personally over seeing the collection, he was
also asking the churches to appoint representatives to go with him
with the collection.

 

It served a couple of purposes:

One, it took the load off the back of the Apostle.

He had plenty to do without having to handle all the finances
too.

 

Two, it made sure no one cold accuse him of misusing the money.
All of it got to where it was given to go.

 

While I, as Pastor, oversee the finances of the church, I don't
like to be the one who takes in the money, or who writes all the
checks.

 

I have other things I need to spend my time in, so, by getting
others involved, they have a ministry for the Lord, and I am more
free to do other tasks for the Lord!

 

Our giving is an important part of our relationship to
Christ!

 

You can always tell where a person's heart is by their giving.
Jesus said, where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also!

 

So people who give sparingly, or irregularly, have hearts that
aren't really into the things of God.

 

But one of the ways to increase your love for the things of God,
is to give more to them!

 

Where is your heart these days?










Chapter 22
Doors, Danger and Dedication


1 Corinthians 16:5-24

 

This is probably one of my very favorite passages in  1
Corinthians.

 

Paul is here making some closing remarks and saying he
has plans to come to Corinth, but that first, he plans to stay in
Ephesus for some time because of the great door that is opened up
to him there.

 

I call this passage: DOORS, DANGER, AND DEDICATION!

 

I. THE
DOORS!

Verse 9

Paul says, "a great door and effectual is opened
unto me… "

 

No wonder he didn't want to leave Ephesus! he had some open
doors there, and they were effective!

 

In fact, Paul stayed at Ephesus for 3 years! longer than any
other place we know about in his ministry!

 

What were some of the open doors:

 

1. The length
of stay there.

Paul did not generally stay in a city too long.  A year,
year and a half at the most in most instances.

 

In Thessalonica, he only stayed a week!

 

Sometimes, he was forced to leave town by the opposition to the
gospel.

 

Sometimes, the Spirit of God led him on to the next place.

 

But in Ephesus, things opened for him to stay much longer. Which
would result in several good things:

 

He would be able to win more souls to
Christ

He would be able to train the church better in
doctrine

He would be able to prepare more men for the
ministry.

 

In our country In our country today, statistics tells us that
the most effective and growing churches are almost all pastored by
men who are under 50 and have been in their city for 20 years.

 

There is an effective door that is opened just because of the
length of time he stayed in town.

 

2. The Opportunity to Disciple and train.

In Ephesus, Paul not only led several people to a saving
knowledge personally, he also met and was able to better instruct
them in truth. Acts 19:2-7

 

It is an exceptional thing when a preacher is able to show folks
who have been instructed improperly in Christian things the right
way!

 

Generally people get so bound to their teacher that they are not
interested in truth, they are interested in what their teacher told
them!

 

3. The Opportunity to send preachers out from
Ephesus.

One of the other things that happened in Ephesus is that Paul
was able to teach at the school of Tyrannus (using the building)
for two years and thus train and send out preachers so all Asia
heard the word of God! Acts 19:10

 

It is an open door of exceptional greatness when a ministry is
able to send out men of its own into the ministry!

 

But, along with the open doors, Paul said there were also;

II.
DANGERS

"..And there are many adversaries…
"

 

Having enemies is more a sign of rightness than
wrongness when it comes to being a preacher!

 

Whenever the truth is preached correctly and effectively you
have to expect Satan to get upset and try to throw a wrench in
things!  Satan will stir up some adversaries.

 

And they will no doubt come from two places, as Paul warned the
pastors from Ephesus in Acts 20:29-30.

 

1. From
Without

There will be those who are outside of the church.

Those that don't agree with your doctrines, don't agree with
what you believe.

 

When you become effective in communicating what you believe,
they will rise up against you!

 

Very seldom do you find the world will bother you if
you do not make many waves for Christ.  If you are just a
little band of Christians staying over in a corner by yourself,
Satan, and his folks have little worry about you.

 

But when you begin to get something done for the Lord,
When people begin to get saved and begin to follow your
teachings… SATAN GETS BOTHERED!

 

And so do those who disagree with you!

 

It was in Ephesus where the silversmiths who made their living
by crafting statues of the goddess Diana, made an uproar about
Paul, and they didn't even pretend to have a good reason why Acts
19:27

"Our craft is in danger to be set at
nought!"

 

We have to keep people believing false things so they will keep
buying our false gods!

 

Unfortunately, that is not the only place
adversaries are to be found the other place is

2. From Within.

"… Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking
perverse things… "

 

We should not be surprised when someone who we thought was one
of us turns out to stand up against us!

 

Paul predicted that it would happen, and other Apostles
experienced happening.

 

Adversaries did not make Paul want to leave Ephesus however. he
said that one of the reason he wanted to stay was
because there were many adversaries!

 

What discouraged Paul was apathy. When people heard him preach
and made no decision (At Athens.)

 

When they heard him preach and either got saved or made, THAT
INSPIRED HIM, MOTIVATED HIM!

 

Sam Jones, an Evangelist in the early 1800's said one time
"When I first began to preach, I was afraid I might
make people mad. Now I am afraid I won't!"

 

Thirdly, there is in this passage of 1 Corinthians

III. DEDICATION

Verse 15

 

There are a number of godly men and women mentioned here:
Timothy, Apollos, Aquilla and Priscilla

 

But I like what Paul says of the household of Stephanas..

"They have addicted themselves to the ministry of
the saints… "

 

Usually an addiction is a bad thing, but since these folks have
addicted themselves to the ministry we can learn something from
addictions.

 

1. You don't necessarily have to enjoy the thing you are
addicted to at first.

I used to chew Copenhagen.

 

But I did not like Copenhagen when I first began to chew it!
I'll tell you why I started in a minute.

 

But when I first began to chew, I would go into my bedroom, put
a dip of the snuff under my lip,

 

AND LAY DOWN IN MY BED AND WATCH THE ROOM SPIN! If I stood up, I
would throw up!

 

But, after practice I got used to it, and then I got to like
it.

 

Ministry can be the same way! You may get nervous at first!

KEEP DOING IT ANYWAY, After a while you will get used to it, and
then you will enjoy it!

 

2.  People are usually coaxed into an
addiction.

Somebody coaxes you into it, and you coax someone else.

 

I started chewing Copenhagen, BECAUSE MY STEP DAD TEASED ME
ABOUT IT!

 

We were going elk hunting for a week. I was 15. Dad gave my 14
year old brother and I each a can of snoose and told us to chew
that instead of candy!

 

I would not do it! And he teased me so much that, when I got
home, I started!

 

But then, once I had it down, I got several of my friends doing
it too!

 

Many times, we have to be coaxed, almost pressured into doing
the ministry.

 

But after we are in it, we want to get as many others in the
ministry as we can too!

 

3. Once you are addicted, you have to do
it.

I did not think I was ever going to be able to quit chewing
tobacco! That was one of the most difficult things I have ever
done!

 

Once I was addicted to it, I almost had to do it!

 

One time, before I was a Christian, I tried to quit. but I got
so hard to live with that the ironworkers I was working around
bought a can of snuff and told me to chew it!

 

We ought to take the attitude about the ministry that WE HAVE TO
DO IT!

 

There ought not be any options for us!

 

It shouldn't be a question whether we have the time, or whether
we want to do it.

 

We ought to do the ministry BECAUSE WE HAVE TO SERVE GOD!

 

Just quit you like men! Be strong and do what is right! Serve
God!
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These three Biblical characters demonstrate how powerful a young
person is, and how important that they are influences for God.



	


What
It Means To Be A Man (2011)
Jesus Christ is the perfect example of real manliness.



	


Long
Enough (2011)
From Deuteronomy chapter two. Encouraging believers to out of
apathy and sloth in their faith.



	


Heirs
Together (2011)
Eight Sermons I've preached from the book of First Peter.



	


New
Testament Survey (2011)
This is a simple and short survey of the whole New Testament. It
is intended to familiarize the reader with the location of each of
the New Testament books in the Bible.



	


Old
Testament Survey (2011)
A short survey through the Old Testament with the simple intent
of familiarizing the reader with the location of each of the Old
Testament books of the Bible.



	


Skipping
Through The Psalms (2011)
A series of messages I preached in 1994-1995. Thirty messages in
all.



	


Getting the
Bugs Out (2011)
One message dealing with Proverbs 6:16-19.



	


A
Desire For Glory (2011)
I have no desire for glory this side of heaven. But I do desire
to glorify Jesus Christ. The following pages contain a set of
twenty nine messages I have preached from the book of Second
Corinthians, one of which is entitled "A Desire for Glory." May God
bless these messages as much to the reader as they were to me in
the study and preaching of them.



	


Seven
things God Hates (2011)
An exposition of Proverbs 6 verses 16-19. Five chapters.



	


First
Corinthians Over the Years (2011)
This book contains twenty eight sermons I have preached over the
years that were based from a text in First Corinthians. Some of
them will be expository. Others will be textual and topical.



	


Christmas
Sermons (2011)
Various sermons for the Christmas season. Most of them are
original. Some of them are adapted from other sermons I have found
over the years.



	


Messages for
Mother's Day (2012)
Mother's Day is one of my favorite Sunday's of the year. I am
thankful for the mother God gave me and I am deeply in love with
the mother of my two children.

These are some of those messages I have preached on Mother's Day
since becoming a pastor. Some of them are original with me but I
confess to employing a lot of helps and ideas from other pastors to
develop most of them.



	


Sin
Remaining (2012)
A short message from John chapter nine and the last verse. Jesus
pronounces to the Pharisees that, because they said they could see,
their sin would remain.

Nothing could be worse than living with the burden of sin
unforgiven.



	


Ten
Times Better (2012)
This is a small collection of various sermons I have preached
out of Daniel.



	


Messages from
Malachi (2012)
A collection of six various sermons I have preached from this
book. Three of them are a part of a series but I have lost the
remainder of that series.



	


Precious
Promises (2012)
Sermons preached from the book of Second Peter.



	


David; A Man
After God's Own Heart (2012)
I have preached this message at a number of men's retreats.



	


Contending
For The Faith (2012)
Four sermons from Jude.



	


Romans: A
Series of Sermons (2012)
Those various sermons I have preached from the book of
Romans.



	


Christians
First: The Priority of the Saint (2012)
We can be so confused about those things that really matter.
This booklet examines the biblical priorities of the disciple of
Jesus Christ.
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