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﻿Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to
be helpful and a blessing to you. Please forgive those
typographical and grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon.
While I have proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed
many mistakes. I would welcome an e-mail identifying those mistakes
so that I may correct them. Also note that I have developed my own
style of writing for sermon preparation. It seems to work well for
me as I preach from the pulpit. I have elected to keep most of that
style intact. I trust it will add rather than distract from the
effectiveness while you read.

 

Should you find the book is helpful to you, or if you have
questions you would like to ask me, feel free to contact me.

 

My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.

 

You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:


www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College


www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/

 

I have several books available for purchase either as e-books or
paperback at lulu.com. Search for my name.

Upon This Rock,
A study in Baptist Doctrine

The Foot of the
Cross, these were there when Jesus died

Depravity,
Getting Honest With Sin

Think On These
Things, Bible Study Series, Philippians

The Rapture and
Return, Bible Study Series, First and Second Peter

These Are
Written, Bible Study Series, A Harmony of the Gospels








Chapter 1
Introduction


Proverbs 6:12-19

 

The Bible often exhorts us to consider nature for spiritual
lessons. Jesus was a Master at taking a common scene from
nature and using it to picture a spiritually truth. I want to
use some pictures from nature to cause all of us to examine our
lives to see if we are all we should be for the Lord.

 

God tells us to learn from the bugs!

 


	We are to learn to organize and plan ahead for the
ant.

	We can learn from the spider that we can get anywhere
in life if we will work hard enough!



 

There are, however, some bugs whose habits ought not to be
copied.










Chapter 2
Pests


How I hate house flies.  I think they are demon
possessed!

 

You'll be right in the middle of something important and there
will be this fly. The buzzing drives you crazy enough, but the
thing wants to harass you too. He lands on your hair, your
face, on your hands.  By the time you get the fly swatter,
he's gone.  You lay the fly swatter down and he's back
again. I've gotten out of bed before and spent 20 minutes just
hunting for a fly that wouldn't let me sleep.

 

Have you noticed that there are some people like that too;
people who are always bugging you?

 

Like one friend I had after I graduated from high school. I
worked a day job and he worked a night job.  He would come to
my place at 2:30 am to visit. No kidding; I'd let him in and then
go back to bed. He would sit in my bedroom jabbering away and I'd
just go back to sleep.

 

Unfortunately, not only do houseflies bug us, they can be
disease carriers. People can do this too—even Christians in
the church can carry the disease of gossip.

 

A few years ago, I was with a couple of preachers who had heard
a rumor that one of the most influential Baptist preachers at that
time was a homosexual and had been kicked out of his church. I
was pleased with the two preachers I was with because both had
heard this gossip from enough sources that it could not be ignored,
yet, instead of spreading the gossip, they called the church where
that pastor served and LEARNED THAT IT WAS A LIE.

 

It is very contagious. Gossip is a disease that can be deadly to
an individual as well as a church. We hear some juicy thing
about some one AND THEN CAN'T WAIT TO TELL SOME ONE ELSE ABOUT
IT.

 

Check yourself out to see if you are like the housefly by
carrying the disease of gossip. Learn that sometimes it's
gossip to spread stories about people EVEN IF THEY ARE
TRUE. The wise Christian will stop the spread of gossip by
rebuking the one that tells them gossip, checking out any rumor
that may need to be dealt with, and finally, by refusing to repeat
the rumor to anybody else.

 

James 3:8-10 says,

 But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil,
full of deadly poison.  Therewith bless we God the Father; and
therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of
God.  Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and
cursing.  My brethren, these things ought not to be.

 

Don't allow your tongue to carry the disease of gossip.










Chapter 3
Termites


If termites get into a house they can destroy the structure!
Termites eat away at the building until it's not strong enough to
stand any more.

 

Some people can be like termites in the church. The church
is called a building of God, and a house of God in Ephesians
2:19-20. Every once in a while there can be spiritual termites
in the House of God; people who slowly eat away at the foundation
and structure that holds the church together.

 

Like backbiters.

 

In Psalm 15, King David asks who shall abide in the Tabernacle
of God? And answers, He that backbiteth not with his tongue;
nor doeth evil to his neighbor;  nor taketh up a
reproach against his neighbor.

 

Do you know what he's talking about here? Those people who are
always saying little cutting remarks about others under their
breath, but still loud enough for a few others to hear. It eats
away at the unity of the church.

 

Then there are the termites of strife. Proverbs tells us who
those are that cause strife.

 

1.  Proverbs 15:18 says,  a wrathful man stirreth
up strife: but one who is slow to anger oppresseth strife.

 

2.  Proverbs 16:28 says, a forward (or
disobedient) man soweth strife and a whisperer separateth chief
friends .

 

3.  Proverbs 26:20 says, Where no wood is, there the
fire goeth out; so where there is no talebearer, the strife
ceaseth.

 

4.  Proverbs 28:25 says a proud heart stirs up strife.

 

We must take care that we don't allow ourselves to eat away the
unity  of the church through wrath, forwardness, whispering,
talebearing or pride.

 

Another type of termite would be those that create
divisions. 

 

Look at 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 and 3:3-4.

 

A church really is a mixed multitude. People of different
backgrounds, on different spiritual levels. Because of that,
it would be easy to become cliquish by hanging around with those in
the church most like you. But, that's carnal. Be careful not
to judge those who aren't on the same spiritual level you are, or
those who haven't got the same background you do.

 

Also, be careful of thoughts like, my old church didn't do it
this way or my old pastor wouldn't have done that. What you do
need to do is to determine if it is God's will for you to be in
this church.  If so, forget about how you used to see it done,
and about who is not like you, and join hands in the church to
serve Christ.










Chapter 4
Parasites


A parasite is something that feeds off of the strength of
others. A parasite is something that takes, but never
gives.

 

During this time of year in Eastern Washington we had to be
careful of wood ticks. They would get on you while you were out in
taller brush. You would have to check yourself everyday to make
sure none were on you. I never did get one that actually go
into my skin. I did see an Irish setter that had dozens of them on
him. The dog was skin and bones. Those ticks had almost sucked the
life out of that dog.

 

The church of the Lord Jesus Christ can get a spiritually type
of parasite in those people who always take from the church, but
never give. The church is to be a giving body, there is no
doubt about that!  But, the church must receive if she is to
give.

 

1.  Obviously it takes money to operate the church. 
Some think that all the money goes to the pastor. This just isn't
true. We have many operational needs—building payments,
insurance, utilities, gospel literature, money for missionaries,
and so forth.

 

The church needs really 100 percent participation from its
people in the area of financial support.  

 

Worshipping God without cost IS A VERY POOR FORM OF WORSHIP.

 

You say, "I don't have much to give!"

 

1 Corinthians 16:2 says, Upon the first day of the week
let every one of you lay by him in store AS GOD HAS PROSPERED
HIM.

 

You don't have to give a lot. Give proportionately to that which
God has given you. 

 

2.  Another form of taker who never gives would be one who
does not witness or lead people to the church.

 

If you believe that this church is a church where God is, and
where you spiritually needs are met, DON'T YOU THINK OTHERS SHOULD
BE HERE TOO. You and I need to contribute to this body of
Christ by trying to bring more to the church. Don't say it's
the pastor's job. Did you know that statistics show anyone of
you will be AT LEAST AS EFFECTIVE AT BRINGING NEW PEOPLE TO THE
CHURCH AS I WILL?

 


	6 percent of people attending church attend because of
the pastor.

	86 percent attend at the invitation of friends and
family already in the church.



What am I saying?

 

If the people of the church come and receive spiritual blessings
without ever going out and trying to bring others into the church,
eventually that will suck the life out of the local church.

 

Remember how Christ likens us to sheep? Shepherds don't keep
sheep that can't or won't reproduce—they eat too much feed without
ever bringing a return.

 

Another way that many tend to take without giving to the church
is

 

3. By never joining the church or having a ministry in the
church.

 

Again picturing the church like a body, a person is handicapped
with a member that is missing or not working. We need those
who God has led to be a part of this church to become members and
then to function in a ministry. We are hesitant to put people
into church ministries who are not members.

 

If you believe that God wants you to attend this church, then
also realize He wants you to be a member of this body. I
invite you to come and find out what is necessary to be a member,
and to follow through and join. We can always find a ministry
for any member who is willing.
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