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Foreword by M. Christine Dickson


Foreword by M.Christine
Dickson

When Bethany asked me to write the foreword for this book, my
first thought was “Why me?” What could I possibly say about the
subject? After some prayer it struck me that I have a huge tidbit
of information for all who are about to dive into this very
informative teaching on money. Are you ready? 
Trust God! Simple huh? Maybe not so
simple, but my friends if you can grasp the significance of those
two little words it could be the biggest breakthrough of your life.
 

I had a time in my life when the bottom literally fell out from
under my husband and me. The business we shared for fifteen years,
took a down turn.  We’d had ups and downs before but this time
there was no rescue in sight. A year prior to that we moved into a
beautiful new house we could now no longer afford.  All the
hopes for the future looked dark and hopeless. To be honest, I was
terrified and I worried my self sick. I prayed and prayed and
prayed for Him to save our business. He didn’t. I wasn’t mad at
God, I was just bewildered. I can look back now and say I’m
glad.   

God had a better plan for us. He’d been trying for years to move
us into something else, but out of fear we held on to a business
that consumed us. We no longer enjoyed what we were doing, but we
were worried about money. God took over. Slam, bang, end of
business. Miraculously all our needs were met that year. He brought
us jobs…our bills got paid. God knows we need money. We also have
to grasp the concept that our happiness should not revolve around
how much stuff we buy. Paul said it best:

I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it
is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in
any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living
in plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives me
strength. Philippians
4:12-13 (NIV) 

Trust God! He knows you need money.  

Your loving sister in Christ,

M. Christine Dickson  Author of: The Book of Isaiah:
Message to a Nation and coauthor of Redeeming Catholics
and their Catholicism.

 










Chapter 1
The Truth


Introduction

I know firsthand the stress associated with not having enough
money to pay the creditors. I know what it feels like to be broke
and wonder where money to pay your bills was going to come from. In
our first five years of marriage, my husband and I lost several
jobs. We would try to save money, but we would lose a job and all
of our savings would dwindle down to zero. Unemployment insurance
doesn’t pay enough to cover all of the bills. I identify with those
who sit in church and listen to the preacher tell you if you just
tithe and give offerings you won’t ever be fired and will be
protected from financial catastrophes.

 

My heart’s desire for this book is that everyone who reads it
will be set completely free from the spirit of poverty and lack. I
have sought the Lord and asked Him to touch this book in such a way
that every word would be inspired by Him so it would set the people
captive to financial poverty free. It is absolutely God’s will His
children realize what belongs to them as a joint heir with His
beloved son Jesus Christ. May the bondages of poverty fall off you
as you read these pages and pray the prayers and may Satan’s
deceptions no longer operate in your life.

 

 

Lesson One

The Truth


                            

If you are currently standing in the bookstore reading this
first chapter because you are looking for a book to teach you how
to get rich quick, please put this book back on the shelf or buy it
for a friend. If you are looking for the raw, unedited truth on
what the bible says about finances, then you are about to receive a
miracle. Keep reading…

 

How to Interpret God’s Word

 

For you to be able to understand the Word of God, you have to
realize that the Word of God is God, and therefore has to
be revealed to you by God. When God’s Holy Spirit reveals
to you the meaning of His word, then you will recognize the truth
of His Word. God is supernatural and that means His word is
supernatural and it takes the supernatural power of His Holy Spirit
for you to understand it. Because of this, I ask you, whether you
are a believer or a nonbeliever, that you pray the following prayer
out loud and with sincerity of heart before you continue reading
this book:

 

God, as I read this book please reveal the truth to me
about finances and anything else you want me to understand. I ask
in Your son Jesus’ name. Amen

 

God’s word has to first be revealed to you by Him, and then
hidden in your heart to produce fruit. The measure of God’s word in
you will determine the outcome of your life because your heart
decisions are what ultimately decide your fate.

 

Their
loyalty is divided between God and the world, and they are unstable
in everything they do.  Believers who are poor have
something to boast about, for God has honored them. And those who
are rich should boast that God has humbled them. They will fade
away like a little flower in the field. The hot sun rises and the
grass withers; the little flower droops and falls, and its beauty
fades away. In the same way, the rich will fade away with all of
their achievements.  God blesses those who patiently endure
testing and temptation. Afterward they will receive the crown of
life that God has promised to those who love him. And remember,
when you are being tempted, do not say, “God is tempting me.” God
is never tempted to do wrong, and he never tempts anyone else.
James 8:1-13

Write down at least five reasons why you are reading
this book:

 

1.)___________________________________________________

 

2.)___________________________________________________

 

3.)___________________________________________________

 

4.)___________________________________________________

 

5.)___________________________________________________

 

 










Chapter 2
Lovers of Pleasure




 

 

Are you satisfied with the career you have now?
___________ 

Do you believe God placed you in the career you
have? _______ 

Why or why not?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

You are OK. Did you know that? I’ve heard many sermons
indicating that if you weren’t wealthy it was because you weren’t
giving away enough money, didn’t have enough faith, or there was
something else wrong with you. This simply isn’t true and that kind
of thinking can place a lot of unnecessary pressure on you. Did you
know that God calls some people to live below the poverty line? At
least what some would consider poverty. Think about all the
missionaries God sends to live among people in rural places.

Do you think it is because they haven’t given away enough money?
Because sometimes they give their lives. What about the people God
calls to be school teachers, nurses, policemen, in the military,
librarians or store clerks? Those professions usually earn a middle
class income and are vital to our economy and way of life. What if
they didn’t exist? What if everyone refused to be satisfied with a
middle class career? We NEED the bakers, the butchers and the
candlestick makers. We HAVE to have them!

 

 Plan “A”

 

Remember, God has a specific financial plan for YOU! We seek Him
for our mates, careers and ministries, but don’t for financial
plans. We have a tendency just to give away our money, try and obey
the “get out of debt” principles and pursue “opportunities” that
come along to increase our financial base.  There is nothing
wrong with any of those avenues, but make sure they are God’s plan
A for you.

Let Him lead and guide you. He knows your future. Seek His face
and ask Him to birth out of you His plan for your finances. Before
Luke and I went bankrupt, we gave away seed money and tithed, went
to Christian financial classes, read books on money management and
took second jobs with a multilevel marketing company. One that many
people in our church were involved with. All of it went south. In
fact, we spent more money than we earned. We believed, and were
taught, that if we kept “sowing” money, our second job would “take
off.” We lost everything and got into more debt. Therefore, even
though everything we were doing was good, and even “Christian,” it
was not plan A. God’s plans work. It still took us a little while
after that to learn our lesson, but when we did, and prayed, God
answered. Luke went back to school and received another Master’s
degree from Rice University.  This time, an MBA (Business
Administration).

P.S.

I know some of you believe that the Lord has placed it on your
heart to own your own business. Fantastic! Here is some scriptural
advice. DO NOT go into business with an unbeliever or a Christian
who is not “walking the walk.” I have personally seen Christians go
into business with non-Christians and then wonder why their
business is failing or barely staying afloat. Please read the next
few scriptures VERY CAREFULLY!

 

Do not be unequally yoked together with
unbelievers. For what fellowship has
righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with
darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has
a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple of
God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. 2
Corinthians 6:14-16 (NKJV)
 

 

How do you know for sure if someone qualifies as a believer?
Read these scriptures.

 

Little children, let no man deceive you: he that
doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. He that
committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from
the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that
he might destroy the works of the devil. Whosoever is born
of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him:
and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. In this the children
of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth
not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his
brother. 1 John 3:7-10 

               
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
 

In case you are still unsure how to tell if someone is really a
Christian, read this:

 

But among you there must not be even a hint of
sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because
these are improper for God’s holy people. Nor should there be
obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place,
but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No immoral,
impure or greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such
things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. Therefore do
not be partners with them. For you were once darkness, but now you
are light in the Lord. Live as children of light.Eph 5:3-8
(AMP)  

 

Can two walk together, except they be
agreed? Amos 3:3 

 

Ask the Lord to give you a personal plan for what He has for you
financially. He already has it in His hand. Seek Him to get it from
His throne, into your heart and then walk it out in the
natural.  If God has called you to a particular career, that
only makes a certain amount of money, then that is what He has for
you.

 

I have watched people become unsatisfied with where God has
placed them, because they have heard a sermon teaching them that
the bible says they are called to be financially wealthy,
and if they give away more money (particularly to the
minister’s ministry), they will get that way. If you are
dissatisfied in your current financial position, make sure it is
because God has called you to move on, not because you feel like
you need to keep up with the Jones’. If God calls you to be
wealthy, He will give you the grace to handle it. He will give you
the grace to enjoy whatever financial situation He places you in.
Put your trust in God and enjoy where He sends you.

 

Lovers of Pleasure…

 

What is a lover of pleasure? Let’s read what Apostle Paul wrote
to Timothy:

 

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall
come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,
Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers
of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof: from such turn away. For of this sort are they
which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with
sins, led away with divers lusts,Ever learning, and never able to
come to the knowledge of the truth. Now as Jannes and Jambres
withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt
minds, reprobate concerning the faith. But they shall proceed no
further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as their’s
also was. But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life,
purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, Persecutions,
afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra;
what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered
me. Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution. 2 Timothy 3:1-12 
 

 

Did you read that? ALL that will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution. I have a question for you, have you
suffered persecution because you live a godly lifestyle? If not, is
it because you don’t live a godly lifestyle? I have had friends and
family members mock me, not want to hang out with me and my first
husband actually left me over my relationship with Christ. I have
had bosses scheme to fire me because I refused to lie to customers.
Plenty of people have actually been murdered for the cause of
Christ. I am not saying you need to go out of your way to be
persecuted, but when you walk in holiness and purity, other people
recognize they are in sin and hate you for not joining them in
their pigpen.

 

Are you a lover of pleasure?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Sowing Seed for Financial Returns

 

Do you give God/the church money so that God will give
more money back to you?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Of course, you sow money to get money right? I mean you reap
what you sow! In fact let’s take a close look at that
scripture:

 

 Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto
him that teacheth in all good things. Be not deceived; God
is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit
reap life everlasting. Galatians
6:6-8 

 

Well I don’t see anything here about money, what I do see is
that you need to sow to the Spirit to reap life everlasting. That
means you are to be moved by the Spirit when you do anything
including giving money. However, if you sow money motivated by
greed, you will reap corruption. Hmm…check your motives before you
give. So how do you know if you are a lover of pleasure more than a
lover of God? First, you will lack the fruit of patience…

 

Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh
patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be
perfect and entire, wanting nothing. James 1:3,4 
 

 

What? Your faith will be tried? I know from experience this is
NO FUN! By the way, patience isn’t one of my best qualities either
so know I have to look in the mirror as I am writing this.

 

That the trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with
fire, might be found unto praise and honour and
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 1 Peter
1:7 

 

Great! Now we see our faith will be tried with fire! So yes,
there are plenty of scriptures in the bible that let you know life
isn’t necessarily a bed of roses and in the New Testament there are
no promises of money falling out of the sky. I mean if there was,
why did the Apostle Paul have to build tents to make ends meet? He
had a job and he went around starting churches! Keep
reading…

 

If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if
any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth:
that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to
whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto
you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s
sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad
also with exceeding joy. 1Pet 4:11-13

 

Hey it gets better!  Peter tells us that in addition to the
trials being fiery, they are strange too! On top of all of that
Peter tells us while we are suffering we should rejoice! I think I
like the money falling out of the sky doctrine better! What
happened to all my ills going away if I just gave some of my income
to the local church? Too bad it isn’t true. Paul was beaten, he
went sometimes without food and he even prayed that the thorn in
his flesh would be removed and God simply said “My grace is
sufficient for thee”

 

Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to
day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more
clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought,
saying, What shall we eat? Or, What shall we drink? Or, Wherewithal
shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles
seek for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need
of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto
you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall
take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is
the evil thereof.   Matthew 6:30-34
 

 

According to the teachings of Jesus, if we seek God’s kingdom
first, AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, our needs will be met. What does
righteousness mean? Read the Greek definition below:

 

Righteousness Greek-dikaiosune
{dik-ah-yos-oo’-nay} integrity, virtue, purity of life, rightness,
correctness of thinking feeling, and acting, a condition acceptable
to God. 

 

Are you walking in righteousness? Purity? Many problems we have
we bring on ourselves!

 

The Strait Gate

 

Let’s read the words of Jesus together…

 

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that
find it. Beware of false prophets, which come to
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye
shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or
figs of thistles?Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit;
but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot
bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good
fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down,
and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know
them. Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me
in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in
thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful
works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work
iniquity.
 


                                                                                     
Matt 7:13-23

I have had people tell me the above scripture does not apply to
Christians (it obviously isn’t talking about Jews, Muslims,
Buddhists or Atheists!) However if you read closely, I observe
an entirely different story. Jesus said the people called Him Lord,
prophesied in His name and cast out devils in His name. They also
did many wonderful works. Here is a checklist for you: Do you call
Jesus Lord? (Only Christians call Jesus Lord.) Have you
prophesied and/or cast devils out in His name? How about done
wonderful works in His name? If you answered yes to any of these
and you call yourself a Christian, then why would you think this
passage of scripture doesn’t apply to you? So why did they have to
depart from Jesus? Because they were workers of iniquity. Another
set of scriptures to look at are these:

 

He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I
will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will
confess his name before My Father and before His angels. “He who
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.” Rev 3:5,6

 

And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is
the second death. And whosoever was not found written in
the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
Revelations 20:14-15

 

Notice in Revelations 3 the Lord says those who overcome will
not have their name blotted out of the Book of Life. For
your name to even appear in the Book of Life, you have to
be a Christian. In Revelations 20, the Lord says those who are not
in the book of life are cast into the lake of fire. After
having a discussion with my friend about whether or not you can
still go to heaven while actively and blatantly staying in sin, the
Holy Spirit brought this scripture to my mind:

 

Romans 2:14-16 (AMP) When Gentiles who have
not the [divine] Law do instinctively what the Law requires, they
are a law to themselves, since they do not have the Law.
They show that the essential requirements of the Law are
written in their hearts and are operating there, with which their
consciences (sense of right and wrong) also bear witness; and their
[moral]decisions (their arguments of reason, their condemning or
approving thoughts) will accuse or perhaps defend and excuse
[them] On that day when, as my Gospel proclaims,
God by Jesus Christ will judge men in regard to the things
which they conceal (their hidden thoughts).

 

The scriptures above say that you instinctively know right from
wrong and you will be judged by God on that.

 

In case you have heard otherwise, it is not easy being a
Christian, and sometimes it is a harder road than an unbeliever’s
life. Ready to quit yet?  No itching ears doctrine here. What
you can have and that is promised to you is a life filled with
inner peace and hope, a life of inner joy. A life knowing you are
in God’s will for your life, even if that means some hard
times.

 

He cannot deliver you and show you His glory or get the credit
if you aren’t in a bit of trouble right? Do you know how many times
I have been in situations where the only way out was God’s direct
intervention? I don’t know either, I lost count years ago. I know
the pain associated with living in this turbulent world, but I also
know the joy of watching God’s hand supernaturally pull me out of
some really dark places where it looked like there was no way
out.

 

Have you ever received a vehicle repossession notice and you had
no way to pay? I have, I know what that feels like. “Where are you
God? I trusted you to supply all of my needs, how could this
happen?” I have had my dreams and hopes die. I know what it feels
like to say “Not my will but thy will Lord.” And leave my life and
future in His hands. I have been so depressed over financial
hardship that I would cry myself to sleep and immerse myself in
television. A few different times, my husband was out of work for
several months and my paycheck just didn’t cover the difference. I
know the inner turmoil of giving up on praying for a miracle
because my situation never seemed to change. I know what it feels
like to go over scriptures in my head and wonder what I am doing
wrong. I remember praying and reminding God that I tithed and gave
offerings and that it was His turn to take care of me.

 

“Where’s my money?”  is something I used to ask Him. From
experience and several seasons of financial lack, I can tell you
that the only way your financial emergencies are met are by placing
your faith in Jesus Christ and asking Father God to intervene. You
can only give your way out of a financial need with God,
if He specifically leads you in that direction.
Does He ever do that? I have heard plenty of testimonies where
people have said that God told them to give a certain amount of
money to a ministry as a seed and then God blessed them with a
financial miracle. I believe it, but notice God told them
to, not a man. I remember one time I was at a stop light and the
Lord moved on my heart to give the homeless man on the corner five
dollars and a small bible. Without really thinking about it, I
rolled down my window and handed it to him.

 

Directly afterwards, the Lord spoke to me and said He was going
to multiply that five dollars. I told Him I appreciated it, but He
didn’t have to, my needs were met. I went to work and forgot about
what happened. Later that day my husband Luke called me at work and
told me he went to the grocery store with one of his friends. While
they were there the Holy Spirit spoke to his friend and told him to
buy Luke $50 worth of groceries.

 

I became excited and told Luke about the homeless man. That same
week, out of the blue, my friend felt like she should give me $5
and then later I received another $5 at work. Now I did not give
money to the homeless man with the intention of receiving money
from the Lord, I did it out of obedience to the Lord’s leading
expecting nothing in return. Another time at work a customer came
up to me and asked me if I was a Christian and then after she
finished looking at the product, stuffed $20 in my hand and
whispered a blessing in my ear.  I cried all the way home from
work because I was so touched at the kindness of this woman. The
Lord told me to give the $20 to my home church. I happily obliged.
Let’s look at a few scriptures:

 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the
works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these
shall he do; because I go unto my Father. And whatsoever ye
shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I
will do it.
           
John 14:12-14

 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall
ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto
have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that
your joy may be full.
         John
16:23-24   

 

And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. For
verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain,
Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt
in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith
shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Therefore I
say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have
them.  Mark 11:22-24.

 

From the above scriptures, you can see that WHATEVER you ask
Father God in Jesus’ name you can have. This includes finances. I
know what you are thinking; it just can’t be that easy. I bet you
want to know what the catch is. There are actually a few
catches….

 

Catch #1   You must pray
believing God will do what you ask Him to.

And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. For
verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain,
Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt
in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith
shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.
Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire,
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have
them. And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought
against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive
you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither will your
Father which is in heaven forgive your
trespasses.     Mark 11:22-26

 

In the gospel of Mark, Jesus says if you believe and do not
doubt in your heart, you can have whatever you ask for. Good news
is, you have to believe in your heart, not your head! I know from
experience that your head doesn’t always line up with your heart!
Also, don’t forget the last part of the prayer that says you must
forgive those who have hurt you.

 

Catch #2   You must pray with
the motive of love or your faith won’t work!

 

For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing,
nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by
love. Galatians 5:6

 

Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may
consume it upon your
lusts.              
                                                                                       
                       
James 4:3

Catch #3   You must have
Jesus’ words residing in your heart!

 

 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. John
15:7 

 

So how do you get Jesus’ words abiding in you? The bible tells
us “faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God
(Romans 10:17)” What that means to you is, you need to hear the
word of God spoken out loud for faith to come!

 

Sometimes we have to do a little work to get our miracle too.
Remember in the ninth chapter of the gospel of John where Jesus
rubbed his spit mixed with mud in the blind man’s eyes? After Jesus
rubbed the spit/mud mixture in his eyes, the guy was still blind
but Jesus told him to walk all the way to Siloam and take a
bath.

 

Can you imagine the poor blind man walking a couple of miles to
a different town with spit and mud running down his face? What a
sight. However, after he washed up he received his eyesight. What
if he decided he wasn’t going to go to Siloam and wash up? How
about the woman with the issue of blood who chased Jesus down
through a crowd to get her healing? (see Mark 5:25-34)

 

One of my favorites is the story of the great Naaman who had
leprosy (2 Kings 5). He went to see Elisha the prophet to see if he
could get healed. Elisha didn’t even bother to see him face to
face, just sent someone to give him a message telling him to dip
himself in the Jordon River seven times. At first his pride got the
best of him and he got angry, but then he got over himself and did
what Elisha said and he was healed.

Moral of the story, find out from God the steps you need to take
to get your miracle and then no matter how weird what He tells you
to do is, do it anyway! One day in prayer the Holy Spirit revealed
to me that God cannot do anything in our life without faith. That
faith to Him was like blood to us. We have to have blood to
function and he has to have faith to function.  He also
impressed upon me that the fruit in our lives (or the lack thereof)
was a direct result of the measure of faith we had. After I
received this revelation I asked God to remove hindrances in me
that blocked faith.

The real treasure in life is people, it is not gathering
material possessions for yourself. Being a female I know what it is
like to want your husband to have a great career so you can have a
nice home and plenty of money in the bank. I know I have wanted
these things not necessarily because I just loved money but because
I want our children to have a great place to grow up and never go
wanting. I believe this internal instinct in a woman is from God
just like a man should instinctively want to provide for his own
house. I believe sometimes we want to provide for ourselves and our
family so badly it can get way out of balance. Sometimes this
happens because we constantly compare ourselves to others and see
the things they have and we don’t, but want. Did you know that
comparing yourselves to others is destructive and you are forbidden
from doing so?

 

Make a careful exploration of who you are and the work you
have been given, and then sink yourself into that. Don’t be
impressed with yourself. Don’t compare yourself with
others. Each of you must take responsibility for doing the
creative best you can with your own
life.           
Galatians 6:4-5(MSG)

 

For by the grace given me I say to every one of you:
Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but
rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with
the measure of faith God has given you. Just as each of us
has one body with many members, and these members do not all have
the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and
each member belongs to all the
others.           
Romans 12:3-5(NIV)    
 

 

Have you been comparing yourself to other people and
what they have or don’t have next to you?
______________________________________________ 

 

How does that make you feel inside?
 


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

I know it is very hard not to compare yourself to someone else
when most of us have been groomed since birth to do so. Matter of
fact, I feel like a hypocrite even writing on the subject but, if
you (and I) do not stop, it will eventually effect everything we
do, and not in a good way.

 

Why do you think God wants you to focus on Him and His
kingdom and not earthly things?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Like any good parent, God wants what is best for you. Look at
the terrible effects focusing on something else has on you. I know
what it is like to look around and feel as if everyone is passing
you by in life and to be embarrassed you haven’t done more. I used
to worry so much about it that it would incapacitate me and I would
want to stay in bed all day.

 

Please, shake it off. When you seek God and get His plan and
purpose for your life, you know you already are successful no
matter what anyone else thinks. The truth is, most people are so
focused on themselves and their business that they don’t have much
time to think about you anyway. I also know what it is like to not
have your needs met physically or emotionally and the strain of
always trying to run after what you think will fill those holes. I
can tell you from experience, nothing you try to fill a need with
other than the presence of God will work for very long. I have had
a love affair with food and I would be miserable as my weight would
go up and down. The ice cream and junk food was definitely only a
temporary high.

 

I have had enough money before where I would run out and buy
myself a bunch of things I longed to have, but as the newness of
those items wore off, I would again find myself in an emotional
slump. When I was much younger I used to snort cocaine and do a few
other recreational drugs almost on a daily basis, but even when I
was high I knew inside that something wasn’t right, I wasn’t happy.
The moral of the story is, God not money is the only thing
that can satisfy you. The happiest I have ever been in my life is
when I have led someone to Christ or laid hands on them and watched
as God healed their body. Anytime I have done something led by the
Holy Spirit it has always brought me tremendous joy.

 

When Paul talks about in Philippians 4:11-13 that he has been
abased and abounding and still is content, I finally know what that
means. It means that he had fully surrendered his life, his dreams
his everything to God and is fulfilled inside because someone a lot
wiser and stronger is now guiding his affairs.

 

Why are you reading this book?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Were you looking for secrets on how to get financially
wealthy? _________ 

 

Are you a little lost on what God wants for you
concerning finances? _______ 

 

Have you been giving to the church faithfully for many
years and wondering where your big payoff from God was?
________________ 

 

The secret to a life full of joy and peace is fully surrendering
your will for God’s will and allowing the Holy Spirit to lead and
guide all you do. Accept God’s will for your life whether it is
“abased or abounding”  and find true contentment in His
presence and His presence only. If you don’t, you will be
chasing rabbits and eventually give up. If your focus has been on
how to get rich, change your focus now and put it on Jesus. The
truth is, only He can bless you with a financial blessing with no
sorrow added to it. If you receive a financial blessing any other
way sorrow will come with it.

 

The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no
sorrow with it.  Proverbs 10:22  

 

Know in your heart what God has called you to do in life, and
when you pursue that, all the other things will come after you.

 

(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek 
for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these
things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.Take
therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the
evil thereof.  Matthew 6:32-34

 

I would like you to read some of the following proverbs in the
bible and really consider what they say:

 

Take a lesson from the ants, you lazybones. Learn from their
ways and be wise! Even though they have no prince, governor, or
ruler to make them work, they labor hard all summer, gathering food
for the winter. But you, lazybones, how long will you sleep? When
will you wake up? I want you to learn this lesson: A little extra
sleep, a little more slumber, a little folding of the hands to
rest—and poverty will pounce on you like a bandit; scarcity will
attack you like an armed robber. Proverbs 6:6-11
(NLT) 

Proverbs 18:16 A man’s gift maketh room for him, and
bringeth him before great men.

Proverbs 22:7   The rich ruleth over the poor, and
the borrower is servant to the lender.

Proverbs 22:29   Seest thou a man diligent in his
business? He shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before
mean men.

Proverbs 23:21   For the drunkard and the glutton
shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe a man with
rags.

Proverbs 29:25   The fear of man bringeth a snare:
but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe.

Proverbs 11:24 (NLT) It is possible to give freely
and become more wealthy, but those who are stingy will lose
everything.

 

Great reading right? Just reading scripture is inspiring and
enough for insight. As you read His word, ask the Holy Spirit to
speak to your heart and give you revelation on how to rightly
divide God’s word. If you do, you will live a fruitful, blessed
life full of the power of God. God wants to bless you in all areas
of your life, but He has to be number one. Believe me, chasing
anything other than a deeper relationship with God through His son
Jesus Christ will only lead you to a dead end street. Have you ever
read about or watched on TV the stories about the rich and
famous?

 

They “have it all” but still are hooked on drugs or pornography,
usually with a string of divorces. Sometimes you hear how they end
up in rehabs trying to find rest for their souls. If God has called
you to be rich and famous, He will give you the grace to handle it
and you will have inner peace while you are in that position. You
won’t have to chase it, you will just lean on Him and He will exalt
you. You only want God’s favor to promote you, not favor that you
had to lie, cheat, steal and manipulate to get. If God promotes
you, you will not have to sin to receive the promotion.

 

If you try to do something that is born of lust, and not of God,
you will eventually be extremely miserable inside and no matter how
nice of a car or home you have it won’t give you your peace back.
Why do you think there are so many suicides and drug overdoses
among the wealthy? Make sure your inner peace and harmony comes
from the Holy Ghost and not somewhere else. I have watched
people  take prescription drugs trying to buy manufactured
peace and end up physically ill and still unhappy.

 

What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your
own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. Luke 18:1-8

 

Other people WILL let you down, they WILL disappoint you. Why do
you think the Lord wants you to put your hope and trust in only
Him? He wants to protect your heart and mind because He knows the
truth about the fallibility of all men, including me.

Because of the failure of men, you need the Holy Spirit to lead
you and guide you in ALL affairs of life, including finances. You
must rely on Him to teach you. It is much easier to just give God
some of your income and expect miraculous financial blessings
instead of reading the bible and spending time in prayer seeking
the Lord for a blessing. Be persistent with God in your prayer
life. I at one time was “prayed out,” I felt like my prayers were
not being answered and I was giving up. I picked up the bible and
when I started reading it, the Holy Spirit brought this story to my
attention:

 

And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought
always to pray, and not to faint; Saying, There was in a city a
judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man :And there was a
widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of
mine adversary. And he would not for a while: but afterward he said
within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; Yet because
this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual
coming she weary me. And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge
saith. And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and
night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he
will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh,
shall he find faith on the earth? Luke 18:1-8

 

The Lord revealed to me that even an unjust judge gave the widow
what she wanted because she was persistent. He also revealed to me
that I if kept persistently seeking an answer to my problem He
would answer.

I remember after going through a divorce I didn’t have a car
because my ex took them and I was not in the mood to contest it. To
get to work (I was living in New Orleans at the time.) I had to
walk a mile or so to the bus stop and then take the city bus all
the way downtown and then walk a few more blocks to get to Canal
Street where my job was. At church one night I heard a preacher
talk about how you can believe God for anything and that if you
didn’t have a car you should ask for one because God answers
prayers.

 

It really struck a nerve since I was without a vehicle so I
prayed and asked God for a brand new fully paid for red car. I
wanted a Mustang, but I told God I was open to any type of car as
long as it was brand new, preferably red and paid for with the
first two months of insurance taken care of too. I couldn’t afford
a car and I could barely afford rent since I only made a few
dollars an hour and there was nothing left over after I tithed,
gave offerings and paid my bills. In fact, my boss bought me
several meals and even groceries sometimes. I remember visiting a
bible study where there was a visiting preacher who actually had
been translated to heaven when he first gave his life to Christ.
When he went around the room praying for people, I told him what I
was believing God for.

He told me God doesn’t work that way and He would probably send
me an old used car and not a brand new fully paid for one. I
refused to pray with him, he was pretty shocked. I told him the
only way I would pray with him is if he agreed with me to ask the
Lord to send the best car he had for me. Over a year passed and no
car in sight. I was pretty bummed, but I kept praying. The Lord led
me to move back home to my parents house in Houston and I would
again take the city bus to work. I never told my parents how I had
been praying for a car because they were atheist and they forbid me
to talk about God or go to church while I was staying with
them.

 

One day I snuck off to Lakewood Church with a friend and while I
was there the Lord moved on my heart to go ask one of the prayer
partners to pray with me about a car. I went, but my heart was
heavy because now it had been about two years and the situation
looked pretty hopeless. At work, I was now making a tad bit over
eight dollars an hour and I was saving all of my money to get an
apartment and some furniture so I could move out of my parent’s
house. I told the prayer partner what I needed and she smiled and
prayed a genuine prayer of faith. Later that week, I received a
phone call from my mom while I was at work. She told me to meet her
and dad after work. When they picked me up, we drove to a car
dealership and to my surprise they bought me a brand new red Ford.
I could not believe it.

It was one of the happiest moments of my life. A couple of days
later, without even asking her, my mom took me to a car insurance
company and paid for the first two months of my policy. I took such
good care of my car, and I cried for days at the goodness of God
for answering my prayer and using my parents to do it. 

Jesus gave us specific instructions on what to do when we do
give, and it is to do it in secret. I truly believe we cannot find
complete fulfillment in life unless we are in some way helping
those around us. I also believe you can receive inner healing when
you help other people. Remember when you help someone, you are not
supposed to make a show out of it, but do it privately. Read the
words of Jesus Christ:

 

So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet
before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men
Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. “But
when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, so that your giving will be in
secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret
will reward you.  Matthew
6:2-4(NASB) 

 

Are you a secret giver or do other people know how much
you give? _____________ 

I know I used to want to make sure the Pastor saw me put my
offering in the collection plate. I would also get embarrassed if I
did not have what I though was enough money to put in the offering.
I wanted the church staff to know that I was a giver!
Sadly enough, I used to attend a church whose pastor would check to
make sure you were giving and he would treat those who didn’t
differently. If you want to know if your motive to give is pure,
try giving in cash anonymously where no one knows it was
from you including all church staff and your Pastor. Don’t let your
left hand know what your right hand is doing!

 

So how should you treat wealthy people?
______________________________________________________ 

 

Let’s see what the bible says about it:

 

James 2:1-9 (TLB) Dear brothers, how can you claim that you
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, if you show
favoritism to rich people and look down on poor people? If
a man comes into your church dressed in expensive clothes and with
valuable gold rings on his fingers, and at the same moment another
man comes in who is poor and dressed in threadbare clothes, and you
make a lot of fuss over the rich man and give him the best seat in
the house and say to the poor man,” You can stand over there if you
like, or else sit on the floor”—well, judging a man by his wealth
shows that you are guided by wrong motives. Listen to me,
dear brothers: God has chosen poor people to be rich in faith , and
the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs, for that is the gift God has
promised to all those who love him. And yet, of the two strangers,
you have despised the poor man. Don’t you realize that it is
usually the rich men who pick on you and drag you into court? 
And all too often they are the ones who laugh at Jesus Christ,
whose noble name you bear. Yes indeed, it is good when you truly
obey our Lord’s command, “You must love and help your
neighbors just as much as you love and take care of yourself.” But
you are breaking this law of our Lord’s when you favor the rich and
fawn over them; it is a sin.

 

Yes I am guilty; I have been very guilty of favoring the rich
and despising the poor. Why? Well that is how I was brought up. I
was taught not just by my parents, but by society in general that
the rich were somehow better than the poor. I was so bad I didn’t
want to attend certain churches because I didn’t think the cars in
the parking lot were expensive enough. I didn’t want to hang out
with poor people. I was afraid it would somehow rub off on me even
though Luke and I were poor. Can you imagine if Jesus acted that
way when he was here on earth?

 

Don’t worry, I have since been knocked off my pedestal and I
attend church and associate with whomever and wherever the Holy
Spirit leads. One time, when my husband was working as a loan
officer, the Lord led him to enter in a covenant with Him that he
would receive at least one loan a week for over a certain amount.
Without fail, and without him really looking for one, a loan would
come in. Unfortunately, when Luke’s boss got greedy and tried to
take some of my husband’s commission money, my husband got into a
spirit of offense and another job bit the dust. The point is, God
promises in His word to take care of you.

 

You need to store that promise in your heart so your heart
expectations will line up with God’s will for your life. I’ll give
you an example of heart expectations. When I was living in New
Orleans and not in a relationship with my parents or married (I was
estranged from my parents for many years), my pastor told me how he
just got back from a cruise with his family that someone else paid
for. I thought to myself, well if God can do it for him, he can do
it for me. So I prayed a simple prayer asking the Lord to bless me
with a fully paid for cruise that someone else paid for and
if he could I would like to take it with my family. To
make a long story short, I went on one of the largest cruise ships
in the world, fully paid for by my family, who I was with a year
later.

 

After that my faith was really high, so I prayed for a fully
paid for trip to Europe and about a year after the cruise, guess
where I went?  To Europe with my family. Now, years later, my
husband and I have been on several cruises and European
vacations. 

 










Chapter 3
The Spirit of Greed


Have you ever struggled with greed?
_____________ 

Do you struggle with it now? 
____________________

When I was seventeen years old and living on my own, I became an
entertainer in a gentlemen’s club to support myself. I did this for
about five years in a few different states. For someone who grew up
in suburbia, it was quite a wakeup call for me. I have to admit, I
did love the attention and especially the money and all the things
the money I earned bought me. I remember one time, one of my
co-worker’s customers gave her his credit card and told us we could
go to the mall and have some fun. Not ones to disappoint, we bought
ourselves brand new wardrobes. Later that night we met him at a
bar, gave him back his credit card and then excused ourselves and
said we had to go to the ladies room. Of course we actually snuck
out the back door to get away from him.

I used to think what I looked like and what I wore were what
made me. This was a heavy burden and I never was truly happy inside
because I always thought I was too fat or my nose was too big
and….well the list could go on and on. Believe me, a lifestyle like
I was living is only fun for a season and then when the fun wears
off, heartache follows…

I originally wrote this chapter as a bible study that I held in
my apartment complex. When the Lord first led me to write this, I
was pricked in the heart by the message because I was GUILTY! I did
have to realize that like all sin, greed is bondage and a painful
master.

What The Spirit Of Greed Is…

 

Lust Greek (epithumia)- desire for
what is forbidden.

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the
world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but
is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof:
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for
ever.     1 John
2:15-17 

Greed is ultimately a spirit of lust. If you have to hide your
motives from everybody, chances are they are not pure. As you are
reading this, search your heart and judge yourself, before God
does.


	Deception designed to pull you away from God’s
will



Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the
glory of them; And saith unto him, All these things will I give
thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto
him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.   
Matthew 4:8-10 

Think a minute about some of the activities in your
life, are any of them interfering with you fulfilling your God
given destiny? ________________________

What are you going to do to remedy the situation if you
answered “yes” to the above question? 
______________________________________________________

Don’t ever let anyone or anything steal your destiny! It is your
God given right as a child of God and a human being to do what you
were born to do. Fight for what is yours and stand your ground!

It is interesting to read about how Satan tempted Jesus with the
wealth of the world and Jesus’ answer was “Thou shalt worship
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” This shows
that Satan has some dominion over the wealth of the world otherwise
he would not be able to offer it to Jesus. This proves who is truly
behind every greedy heart.


	Sometimes the cause for ungodly behavior



 

You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot
obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not
ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you
may spend it on your pleasures. Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you
not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever
therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy
of God. Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The
Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”? James
4:2-5 (NKJV)

Just watching the daily news shows us how many people on a
regular basis rob and murder over money. James says “you ask
and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on
your pleasures.”

 

Have you ever asked God for financial wealth and didn’t
get it? _____________

 

Maybe the reason you didn’t get what you asked for is because
your motives were wrong. I find it interesting that James calls
people with lust adulterers and adulteresses. He says that being
friends with the world means you are the enemy of God.

Symptoms of a person with a spirit of
greed…

 


	They are always thinking about money



 

But whatever comes out of the mouth comes from the heart,
and this is what makes a man unclean and defiles [him].For out of
the heart come evil thoughts (reasonings and  eighbor 
and designs) such as murder, adultery, sexual vice, theft, false
witnessing, slander, and irreverent speech. These are what make a
man unclean and defile [him]; but eating with unwashed hands does
not make him unclean or defile [him].
          Matthew
15:18-20(AMP)

So what do you think about?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 What consumes most of your thinking?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wow! I am feeling convicted writing my own bible study!  I
understand what it is like to have bills due and think about how to
pay them all of the time. This doesn’t mean you have a spirit of
greed, just a spirit of worry! A person with a spirit of greed is
constantly thinking about how to make more money even when the
bills are paid and it takes up most of their thought life instead
of doing what God has called them to do. Essentially, it is
idolatry.


	Puts money before others



 

No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. And the
Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they
derided him.   Luke 16:13-14

In the gospel of Luke above, Jesus says you cannot serve both
God and money. Mammon was a false God (idol) that people gave money
to back then so that they would be financially prosperous.

How do you know if you are serving God and not money?
Ask yourself this: Which one do you obey?
______________________________________________

Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet
lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute
unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come,
follow me. And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he
was very rich. And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he
said, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom
of God!       Luke 18:22-24

A lot of people do this one. Someone who puts the value of money
over the value of a person has a spirit of greed. You should value
what God values, and he is interested in other people’s
welfare.


	Talks about money a lot



You offspring of vipers! How can you speak good things when
you are evil (wicked)? For out of the fullness (the
overflow, the superabundance) of the heart the mouth speaks. The
good man from his inner good treasure flings forth good things, and
the evil man out of his inner evil storehouse flings forth evil
things.    But I tell you, on the Day of
Judgment men will have to give account for every idle (inoperative,
nonworking) word they speak. For by your words you will be
justified and acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned
and sentenced. Matt 12:34-37 (AMP)

Have you ever met someone and all they talked about was
money? _________

I have met people who either talked constantly about how broke
they were or how to make more money. In fact, I used to be one of
those people. The first several years of my marriage, since Luke
and I went through some very trying financial times, just about all
we talked about was money! One day a light bulb went off and we
realized how consumed we were with it and how it was getting our
eyes off Jesus and on to our current situation.


	Would sin to gain wealth 



But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare,
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in
destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all
evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the
faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.  1
Timothy 6:9-10

So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which
taketh away the life of the owners thereof.  Proverbs
1:19

I was very guilty of number four, but if you watch the 5 o’clock
news I wasn’t the only one. Sin separates you from the presence of
God. If you have to sin to gain wealth then what you are doing is
not ordained of God and should be stopped immediately. I have
worked as a salesperson where it was commonplace to lie to
customers to get sales. Some of my boss’ have actually become angry
with me because I would be honest with the customer even if it
meant losing the sale!

 

Are you doing something Jesus wouldn’t do to make
money? ________

 

I personally know what it feels like to desperately need money
and do something I shouldn’t do to get it. You feel like a cornered
animal who only knows how to claw your way out to survive. But, God
PROMISES us that with every temptation He will give us a way
out!

 

If you think you are standing strong, be careful not to
fall.  The temptations in your life are no different from what
others experience. And God is faithful. He will not allow
the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are tempted,
he will show you a way out so that you can endure.
1           
Cor 10:12-13(NLT)  

 


	Lives in darkness



Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth,
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through
and steal:  But lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also. The light of the body
is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall
be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be
full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be
darkness, how great is that darkness! No man can serve two
masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or
else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot
serve God and mammon. Matthew 6:19-24

And even as they did not like to retain God in their
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do
those things which are not convenient; Being filled with all
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity;
whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters,
inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without
understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection,
implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God,
that they which commit such things are worthy of
death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them
that do them.   Romans 1:28-32

Anytime you serve Satan which is ultimately what you are doing
if you submit to a spirit of greed, it will lead you into darkness.
Remember, sin is only fun for a season. In Matthew 6:24,
when Jesus was talking about mammon, he was referencing the idol
named Mammon that people used to worship. Mammon is the false God
of prosperity. Mammon is an evil spirit.


	Puts work before family



Proverbs 15:27   He that is greedy of
gain troubleth his own house; but he that hateth gifts shall
live.

I know a lot of men put work before family because they really
just want to be a good provider. I realize men have a lot of
responsibility and my hat is off to all of the men who do work hard
to provide for their families. I also know many employers demand
well over forty hours a week while never raising your pay. If this
is you, submit your career to the Lord and then ask that His Holy
Spirit would bring order to your life. Ask the Lord what you can do
to honor Him and make sure that your family gets the attention that
they need. I also know there are a lot of single parent families
who want to spend more time with their children, but can’t because
they have to work more than one job to support themselves.

What I am trying to say is, what is the condition of
your heart?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When your heart truly has God first in it, everything else will
naturally fall in line.


	Frequently stressed out



 

He who loves money shall never have enough. The foolishness
of thinking that wealth brings happiness! The more you have, the
more you spend, right up to the limits of your income, so what is
the advantage of wealth-except perhaps to watch it as it runs
through your fingers! The man who works hard sleeps well whether he
eats little or much, but the rich must worry and suffer
insomnia. Ecclesiastes 5:10-12 (TLB)

Point three is self explanatory! My husband started getting gray
hairs in his early twenties and so did I! I remember getting so
stressed out sometimes I got huge stomach cramps and would curl up
on the couch or in my bed and hold my stomach in pain. I can’t
remember how many sleepless nights I have had over financial
stress! Cast your cares onto Him for he cares for you!

 


	They are apologetic- they defend their
actions



 

There is another serious problem I have seen everywhere
–savings are put into risky investments that turn sour, and soon
there is nothing left to pass on to one’s son. The man who
speculates is soon back to where he began—with nothing. This as I
said, is a very serious problem, for all his hard work has been for
nothing; he has been working for the wind. It is all swept away.
All the rest of his life he is under a cloud—gloomy discouraged,
frustrated, and angry. Ecclesiastes 5:13-17 (TLB)

This is a good one! How many people do you know have to defend
their actions concerning the accumulation of money? If you have to
defend how you earned your money, the root cause could be
greed. Pray and ask the Lord to search your heart and reveal to you
the truth.

A great example of how God blesses someone with wealth is the
story of Isaac in Genesis:

Genesis 26:1-13 Now there was a famine in the
land—besides the earlier famine of Abraham’s time—and Isaac went to
Abimelech king of the Philistines in Gerar.  The LORD
appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; live
in the land where I tell you to live.  Stay in this land for a
while, and I will be with you and will bless you. For to you and
your descendants I will give all these lands and will confirm the
oath I swore to your father Abraham. I will make your descendants
as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these
lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be
blessed,  because Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements,
my commands, my decrees and my laws.” So Isaac stayed in
Gerar.  When the men of that place asked him about his wife,
he said, “She is my sister,” because he was afraid to say, “She is
my wife.” He thought, “The men of this place might kill me on
account of Rebekah, because she is beautiful.”  When Isaac had
been there a long time, Abimelech king of the Philistines looked
down from a window and saw Isaac caressing his wife Rebekah. 
So Abimelech summoned Isaac and said, “She is really your wife! Why
did you say, ‘She is my sister’?”

Isaac answered him, “Because I thought I might lose my life
on account of her.”  Then Abimelech said, “What is this you
have done to us? One of the men might well have slept with your
wife, and you would have brought guilt upon us.” So Abimelech gave
orders to all the people: “Anyone who molests this man or his wife
shall surely be put to death.”  Isaac planted crops in
that land and the same year reaped a hundredfold, because the LORD
blessed him. The man became rich, and his wealth continued
to grow until he became very wealthy.

First, the Lord appeared to Isaac and told him He was
going to bless him. He did not have to bribe the Lord with money to
bless him, God wanted to fulfill his covenant that He made with
Abraham. Second, Isaac had to do something to receive a
financial blessing. He had to first obey the instruction of the
Lord to stay where he was and he had to plant crops to reap a
harvest. Isaac did not sit around and get blessed he had to
work. That brings me to another detail, working is
something that God created for man to do. Let’s see what He says
about it. Please read the following scriptures out loud.

Proverbs 13:11(AMP) Wealth [not earned but] won in
haste or unjustly or from the production of things for vain or
detrimental use [such riches] will dwindle away, but he who gathers
little by little will increase [his riches].

Proverbs 10:4 (TLB) Lazy men are soon poor; hard
workers get rich.

Proverbs 21:20 (NLT) The wise have wealth and
luxury, but fools spend whatever they get.

Proverbs 28:19 (TLB) Hard work brings
prosperity; playing around brings poverty.

God ordained work and it is the primary way you receive
financial blessings. This principle works whether or not you are a
Christian. During prayer one day, the Holy Spirit led me to the
story of Elijah:

And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said
to Ahab, “As the LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I
stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my
word.” Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “Get
away from here and turn eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith,
which flows into the Jordan.  And it will be that you shall
drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you
there.”  So he went and did according to the word of the LORD,
for he went and stayed by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the
Jordan.  The ravens brought him bread and meat in the
morning, and bread and meat in the evening; and he drank from the
brook.  And it happened after a while that the brook
dried up, because there had been no rain in the land. Then the word
of the LORD came to him, saying, “Arise, go to Zarephath, which
belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. See, I have commanded a widow
there to provide for you.” So he arose and went to Zarephath. And
when he came to the gate of the city, indeed a widow was there
gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Please bring me a
little water in a cup, that I may drink.” And as she was going to
get it, he called to her and said, “Please bring me a morsel of
bread in your hand.”  So she said, “As the LORD your God
lives, I do not have bread, only a handful of flour in a bin, and a
little oil in a jar; and see, I am gathering a couple of sticks
that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may
eat it, and die.”  And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go
and do as you have said, but make me a small cake from it first,
and bring it to me; and afterward make some for yourself and your
son.  For thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘The bin of flour
shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the
day the LORD sends rain on the earth.’”

 So she went away and did according to the word of
Elijah; and she and he and her household ate for many days. 
The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry,
according to the word of the LORD which He spoke by Elijah. 
Now it happened after these things that the son of the woman who
owned the house became sick. And his sickness was so serious that
there was no breath left in him. 

So she said to Elijah, “What have I to do with you, O man of
God? Have you come to me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to
kill my son?”  And he said to her, “Give me your son.” So he
took him out of her arms and carried him to the upper room where he
was staying, and laid him on his own bed.  Then he cried out
to the LORD and said, “O LORD my God, have You also brought tragedy
on the widow with whom I lodge, by killing her son?”  And he
stretched himself out on the child three times, and cried out to
the LORD and said, “O LORD my God, I pray, let this child’s soul
come back to him.” Then the LORD heard the voice of Elijah;
and the soul of the child came back to him, and he
revived.  And Elijah took the child and brought him
down from the upper room into the house, and gave him to his
mother. And Elijah said, “See, your son lives!” Then the woman said
to Elijah, “Now by this I know that you are a man of God, and that
the word of the LORD in your mouth is the truth.” 1 Kings
17(NKJV)

As you can see from 1 Kings Chapter 17, Elijah was a man of God
who walked so close to God he was able to prevent rain from falling
for a few years. During this time God fed him through ravens and he
was sustained by food from a widow. He later raised this widow’s
son from the dead. The Holy Spirit revealed to me that as powerful
as Elijah was he did not demand riches and wealth from the Lord. If
he asked for a drought and got it, why didn’t he ask for a castle
and some gold to go with it? No, instead Elijah was more interested
in doing God’s will and living on flour and oil was fine for him,
he had more important things to do.

Is it wrong to be wealthy? No! It is not wrong to have a big
home or fancy car as long as God is first place in your life. I
know some people believe it is wrong to have expensive things
because of all the poor people, but I also think it is equally
wrong to begrudge someone nice things when they have worked hard to
earn them. I also don’t believe it is right to demand that
productive people give the fruit of their labor away to non
productive people. How would you feel if you worked really hard for
something and then someone demanded you give them a huge chunk of
your salary while they sat around and refused to work? You wouldn’t
exactly want to keep working hard all of the time would you?

It really pains me when I watch people in the church  “give
money to God” so God will give them big financial blessings and
then turn around and speak harsh judgments against the people who
are financially wealthy. In fact, it is forbidden in most Christian
circles to talk about how you want to succeed in life.

I find this very hypocritical and I would watch as the people
who spoke out against the wealthy would pour their money into
ministries in hopes that God would “open up the windows of
heaven and pour them out a blessing they wouldn’t have room enough
to receive.” The bible says “For the love of money is the
root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many
sorrows.” (1 Tim 6:10) So again, it is not a sin to
have money, it is a sin to want money more than God. Always
remember that to truly succeed and stay upright in God’s sight, you
need a plan straight from His hand to your heart. Let Him
tell you what to do and not to do with your money. Jesus also
warned his followers to watch out for the religious leaders who
wanted to take advantage of them:

Mark 11:15-18 And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus
went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold and
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the
moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves; And would not
suffer that any man should carry any vessel through the temple. And
he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be
called of all nations the house of prayer? But ye have made it a
den of thieves. And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and
sought how they might destroy him: for they feared him, because all
the people was astonished at his doctrine.

You are responsible for where your money goes, God has made you
a steward over your finances no one else. Please be led by the Holy
Spirit before giving your money to just anyone. I believe people
should be rewarded for their work assuming of course that it was
done above reproach and did not promote ungodliness. Please read
the following scriptures:

While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home
of a man known as Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster
jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar
and poured the perfume on his head. Some of those present were
saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of perfume? It
could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the money
given to the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly.” Leave her
alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a
beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with
you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will not
always have me. Mark 14:3-7(NIV)

Recognize that the ointment belonged to the woman and Jesus did
not try to usurp authority from her even though the disciples
thought she should have used it to help the poor. Jesus rebuked the
disciples who said that and responded with “you will always
have the poor among you.” Jesus’ response let’s me know that
it is not my responsibility to feed and clothe ALL of the poor,
just who God tells me to. Read this scripture in Luke:

Then someone called from the crowd, “Teacher, please tell my
brother to divide our father’s estate with me.” Jesus
replied, “Friend, who made me a judge over you to decide such
things as that?” Luke 12:13-14 (NLT)

In the scripture above, Jesus told the man no because he was not
the judge of such things, meaning that it was their responsibility
to take care of their own financial matters. He was not going to
usurp their authority. God will never try to take your
authority from you, you have to give it to him out of a
willing heart. If anyone tries to pressure you to give anything
away it is not the Lord. When you surrender to the Lord,
he will personally move upon your heart to do something in a way
that will bring freedom and liberty not guilt and bondage.

Eye of a Needle

A scripture I believe sometimes is taken out of context is this
one:

Matthew 19:16-26 And, behold, one came and said
unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have
eternal life? And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? There
is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into
life, keep the commandments. He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said,
Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt
not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Honour thy father and
thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy  eighbor as thyself. The
young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my
youth up: what lack I yet? Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be
perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou
shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. But when the
young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had
great possessions. Then said Jesus unto his disciples,
Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter
into the kingdom of heaven. And again I say unto you, It is easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man
to enter into the kingdom of God. When his disciples heard
it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be
saved? But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is
impossible; but with God all things are
possible.

The story of the rich young ruler is a perfect example of
someone with a spirit of idolatry, he was obeying all the
commandments except commandment number one, “Thou
shalt have no other Gods before me.” So it is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter into the kingdom of God, but not impossible.

Jesus finishes his sermon comparing a rich man getting into
heaven to a camel going through the eye of a needle by saying
“With men this is impossible; but with God ALL THINGS are
possible”. This means it is possible to be wealthy and still
get past the pearly gates. I believe you should be balanced in all
areas of your life and that includes giving away money and holding
on to it. That is why you must be led by the Spirit of God
in all aspects of your life. When you make Jesus Lord of your life,
that is exactly what he is and he will not stand for anything else
being number one in your heart. He will correct you because he
loves you and if greed is something you have been struggling with,
I wrote a prayer of repentance for you to pray to give God first
place in your heart and let go of the spirit of greed:

Heavenly Father, I have been chasing money and I am
sorry, please forgive me. I denounce a spirit of greed in my life
and I command it to leave me now in Jesus’ name. Father, please
give me a fresh filling of your Holy Spirit. Jesus I ask you to now
become Lord of my life including over my finances. In Jesus’ name
AMEN

Supernatural Financial Miracles

Are they real? Have I seen any? Is it all hocus pocus? No, I
really believe in financial miracles. I also believe that God moves
upon people to give supernaturally and that sometimes He rewards
them financially for it. Let’s read:

 There were no needy people among them, because those
who owned land or houses would sell them and bring the money to the
apostles to give to those in need. Acts 4:34-35(NLT)

Ok, let’s face it. For you or me or just about anyone to give up
their land and houses and give all the money to someone else would
have to take a supernatural move of God. Most people are way too
greedy, myself included! I’m serious! People just don’t do stuff
like that! So the moral of the story is, allow our good God to move
through you to give and watch as He rewards your obedience!

This is a beautiful word from Rick Joyner, Pastor of Morningstar
Fellowship Church. I receive his “Word for the Week” email, and
this one spoke to my heart while I was working on this
manuscript.

Rick Joyner’s Word for the Week – Week 32

 

Taking the Land, Part LXXXIX by Rick Joyner

 

 

 

 

Last week we discussed how the church is supposed to be a
representation of the kingdom of God on the earth. For this reason
it should be the best run, most efficient, righteous, just, and
powerful organization there is, an expression of the character,
nature, and authority of God. Even so, at times the church has done
many things that are contrary to the nature of Christ. Because
“righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne” (see
Psalm 97:2), and His throne represents His power and authority,
when these are eroded in the church, so is the authority and power
that the church should be exercising.

Righteousness is not just the moral standards God has called
His people to walk in, but as much as one-third of the biblical
teachings on righteousness have to do with good stewardship or good
management of what we have been entrusted with. Today it could
hardly be said that the church, in general, is being run with the
efficiency, wisdom, and harmony that the rest of creation reflects.
However, before the end of this age we can expect the church to
become a glorious reflection of God’s nature in every way.

The church will also become the greatest demonstration on
earth of morality and justice, standing as a great beacon in the
midst of the increasing darkness of the times. It will be the
ultimate society, the great fellowship of some of the greatest
souls to have ever walked the earth.   

Not only will the church be a reflection of God’s wisdom,
righteousness (doing things right), and justice, it will also be an
expression of the love of God, which is basic to His character as
we are told that “God is love” (see 1 John 4:8, 4:16). This brings
up some interesting questions. Often, to emphasize efficiency it
seems that compassion flies out the window. How is the church going
to navigate these often conflicting principles? To do this, we are
going to need a basic change in our definition of some of these
principles.

As we saw in the example of South Korea after the war, the
true compassion for that nation dictated that charity be stopped so
they could kick-start their own economy. It worked, and they
quickly arose to become one of the strongest economies in Asia and
then the world. The gospel also spread through South Korea so that
it became one of the most truly Christian nations in Asia, and then
the world. Now the church in South Korea is having a positive
impact on Christianity around the world, and in many ways, it is
becoming a unique and powerful expression of the church.

My point here is that it was the cutting off of charity that
resulted in the development of such a strong nation and church.
South Koreans are now some of the most highly educated, highly
motivated, and highly resourceful people in the world. However, it
took what seemed to be cruelty instead of charity to accomplish
this.

Our involvement in missions has taught us this principle
very well. If you just give people something they have a tendency
not to regard it very much. If you come alongside and help them
with what is needed, they have ownership of it, and they will be
far more inclined to appreciate it and maintain it. As we have
discussed before, is this not why the Lord sent the Holy Spirit to
be the Helper and not the Doer? He almost never does anything
without us. He will help us, sometimes with great miracles, but He
will not do it for us. 

 

We also need to understand that to measure success in
something we need to look at the end product, the fruit. Without
question, there are situations where charity is required. There are
also times and places where charity is not only harmful, but even
cruel, because it keeps people in bondage to the providers of
charity or to their circumstances, instead of helping them to rise
above them.

 

We saw this dramatized during our Hurricane Katrina relief
efforts. You could easily tell the people who worked for a living
from those who were on welfare. Those who worked were deeply
appreciative for any help and would tend to be quick to want to
help others. Those on welfare were basically helpless, unthankful,
and shockingly demanding. Some of these were abusive to our
volunteers, becoming irate when they did not get what they wanted
immediately when they wanted it, even when there were others next
to them in a more desperate situation. Those on welfare would
seldom lift a hand to help themselves, much less anyone else, and
often became outraged when asked to do something. This should have
been a revelation to everyone, but many in the government just
echoed their demanding attitude, making it even more difficult for
the situation in the disaster area.

 

The Apostle Paul prophesied this kind of demeanor in II
Timothy 3:1-5:

 

But realize this, that in the last days difficult
times will come,

for men will be lovers of self, lovers of money,
boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful,
unholy ,unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without
self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless,
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding to
a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid
such men as these.

 

This is obviously being fulfilled in our time. What is the
source? Can it be reversed? It can and must be in the church first.
Socialism, which has basically made everyone dependent on the
state, will prove to be the primary cause of the lawlessness that
spreads across the world in the last days.

Basically, the attitudes of those on welfare in the Katrina
crisis were the result of fear as much as anything. They did not
know how to take care of themselves, how to be resourceful in such
situations, and there was a fear on the welfare recipients that
greatly exceeded the concerns and worry of the others. They were
simply helpless, and if anything exacerbated this even a little,
rage would come out. So, do I fault the system for what it has done
to them? No. If we remove personal responsibility for our
condition, there can be no repentance or grace, which the whole
system of socialism has done to people. The system will do this to
all who let it, but that is our choice. The system is only bad if
it lets people use it when they do not really need it.

At any time, any of us could find ourselves in desperate
need of help or charity from others. There is no shame in this. It
is when we do not need it but continue to demand it that we have a
problem; the system that lets us do this also has a problem. Now
consider how this applies to the spiritual welfare state of much of
the church. Just consider how many pastors and teachers will supply
all of the spiritual food for their people and never require the
people to cultivate this for themselves. Consider how many cannot
hear from the Lord for themselves, but have only grown in
dependence on their leaders for guidance. Is this not the same
thing?

 

In its present state, in many ways, the church is one of the
most socialistic of all institutions. This has already created some
of the worst problems in our time, and will create even more in the
days to come if it is not corrected. The number one problem with
pastors today is burnout because they are trying to be to people
what they can never be, and do for people what they can never do.
If we continue to build people on the foundation of the church,
instead of on the Lord Himself, with each one knowing Him, knowing
His voice, and growing up in all things into Him, we are going to
pay a most terrible price when people are in a in crisis. They will
demand from us what we cannot give them.

Only the church that is composed of those who are strong in
the Lord will be able to pass the test of the times. As we have
discussed, recent studies are revealing that there is no longer a
measurable difference between Christians and non-Christians in the
most basic moral and integrity issues. This is the greatest tragedy
because when the salt loses its savor, then the meltdown of the
rest of society is inevitable, and this is happening.

Why is it that parents who coddle their children are almost
inevitably disrespected by their children, and often even hated by
them? Parents who fail to discipline their children are now
becoming the victims of their children, who show little or no
conscience or remorse even when killing their parents. There is a
demanding attitude in those who have been raised like this that
turns into rage when they do not get their way. These are almost
totally incapable of dealing with problems, much less crises. This
is one reason why even the rescuers during Hurricane Katrina were
being shot.

As troubles increase and the foundations are shaken,
lawlessness is going to become the greatest of all threats, even
more than the wars and natural disasters— except where the church
has been the light and salt that it is called to be. As we read in
the verses above, the difficult times come because of a character
meltdown. So what do we do?

Again, the answer to everything is to turn to the Lord and
build our lives on His kingdom rather than the kingdoms of this
world. We have a kingdom which cannot be shaken, regardless of what
happens in this world. In the time to come, we will see more and
more that it is the only stable government in this world. This does
not imply that we should not do what we can to help the governments
of this world, as that is what being the salt and light means.
However, there is a difference between helping something and
building our lives on it. Be sure that your life is built on the
kingdom of God, not this world. If it is built on the kingdom of
God, you will grow in peace while the rest of the world grows in
fear, and the rest of the world will see your peace and come to it.
Isaiah 60:1-5 says:

“Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the
glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

For behold, darkness will cover the earth, and deep
darkness the peoples, but the Lord will rise upon you, and His
glory will appear upon you.

And nations will come to your light, and kings to
the brightness of your rising.

Lift up your eyes round about, and see; they all
gather together, they come to you. Your sons will come from afar,
and your daughters will be carried in the arms.

Then you will see and be radiant, and your heart
will thrill and rejoice; because the abundance of the sea will be
turned to you, the wealth of the nations will come to
you.”


A Personal Note From Rick



If you believe that you have a calling to prophetic ministry,
leading worship, church planting, missions, or as a teacher, now is
the time to start making plans to come to The MorningStar School of
Ministry (MSM). There are one and two year programs that include
personal mentoring by the MorningStar leadership team, as well as
other important teachers and prophetic ministries in our times. MSM
is based at our Headquarters at Heritage International Ministries
(H.I.M.) near Charlotte, North Carolina. You will also join high
impact ministry teams from the very start of your training. Housing
is available at H.I.M. and tuition is affordable. For more
information, check out MSM on this website, or call 1-800-542-0278
to ask for an MSM information pack. 
www.morningstarministries.org


 



 










Chapter 4
Led by the Spirit


[My precaution was] because of false brethren who had been
secretly smuggled in [to the Christian brotherhood]; they had
slipped in to spy on our liberty and the freedom which we have in
Christ Jesus, that they might again bring us into bondage [under
the Law of Moses]. To them we did not yield submission even for a
moment, that the truth of the Gospel might continue to be
[preserved] for you [in its purity].  Galatians 2:4-5
AMP 

In the above scriptures, Apostle Paul compares bondage
to being under the law of Moses. What is the law of
Moses?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The law of Moses is also referred to as Five Books of
Moses or Pentateuch. It is also in the Torah and what
Judaism is based off of. Islam also includes the law of Moses
(Tawrat) in their Qur’an.

 

Apostle Paul said very clearly that he “did not yield submission
even for a moment” to people who taught the law of Moses.

 

Under the law of Moses, you were forbidden to eat certain foods,
had to celebrate certain holidays,tithe, sacrifice animals, stone
adulterers etc. There is a huge list!

 

Can’t be led by the Holy Spirit if you are too busy trying to
follow Mosaic law!

Sin: (Greek) hamartia 
(ham-ar-tee-ah) missing the mark, failure, offense, taking the
wrong course, wrongdoing.

Power: (Greek) dunamis (doo-nam-is)
energy, power, might, great force, great ability, strength.

Holiness: (Hebrew) qodesh (ko'-desh)
apartness, sacredness, separateness.

 

To truly be led of the Spirit is to be led by the love of God.
Since God is love, so should your motivation for everything you do.
It is a lot easier to be led by the Holy Spirit when you are
walking in purity and the fear of the Lord. When there is sin in
your life, you bring things upon yourself that are not supposed to
be there. Life is hard enough, why would you sin and make it
harder? When you walk in a lifestyle that lines up with God’s Word,
you keep your conscience clean and don’t have to suffer from the
voice of condemnation.

 

The fewer voices you have running through your mind, the easier
it will be to discern the leading of the Holy Spirit.  Also,
when you speak negative words, you are creating an atmosphere
around you that makes it harder for you to recognize when the Holy
Spirit is trying to move through you. God’s asking you to walk in
purity is for your benefit. It benefits Him by allowing Him to have
a closer relationship with you.

 

Everything God asks you to do in His Word is for your benefit
and protection. He wants you to have a great life. God calls us to
walk in holiness, Jesus Christ lived His entire life without
missing the mark once. He walked in holiness and power. It is the
Holy Spirit’s power that worked through Jesus to perform miracles.
You can grieve God’s Spirit by the way you live. We are actually
supposed to do greater miracles that Jesus Himself, but how can we
do that without a clear conscience? I’m not perfect either and I
have missed it several times myself. So this teaching isn’t to
bring condemnation, but clarity.

 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the
works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these
shall he do; because I go unto my Father (John
14:12).

 

If you stay in sin, which separates you from God, and gives
Satan authority over you, how can you do the same works Jesus did?
Did you know that when you sin, you give Satan permission to work
in your life? The following scriptures deal with what sin is and
what the consequences are for people who choose this type of
lifestyle. And yes, your lifestyle will eventually catch up to you
sooner or later. It is never too late to start living right. Read
the next few sets of scriptures about how God wants you to
live:

 

This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil
the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to
the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. But if ye
be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. Now the works of
the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred,
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings,
murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I
tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they
which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
Galatians 5:16-26

 

Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not,
to him it is sin (James 4:17).

 

Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence,
and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things' sake the
wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience (Colossians
3:5-6).

 

Amazing what you learn when you just read God’s Word! For God to
trust you enough to birth out His promises for your life, you
must walk in holiness! There is power and supernatural
authority in holiness! You also need to have the fear of the Lord!
When God tells you in His Word to stop sinning, and you don’t obey,
what makes you think God can trust you to obey Him in other
areas?

 

Remember, God is the Word and the Word is God (John 1:1). Jesus
Christ died on a cross and rose again so you could be free from the
power of sin and have a real relationship with Father God. Sin
leads to separation from God and to death. This can be physical,
spiritual, emotional, or mental death. Think about it: are you in
any sin? If so, what kind of death will that lead to in your life?
How do you live a holy life? The next three sets of scriptures show
you how:

 

Flee fornication. Every sin that a
man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication
sinneth against his own body. What? know
ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which
is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?
For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body,
and in your spirit, which are God's.  1 Corinthians
6:18-20

 

According to the above scripture verses, WHO owns your
body?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Neither yield ye your members as instruments of
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those
that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness unto God. Romans 6:13

 

Who is responsible for yielding themselves unto
God? ______________________________________________

 

Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having
this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, let
every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from
iniquity. But in a great house there are not only vessels
of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to
honour, and some to dishonour. If a man therefore purge himself
from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet
for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.
Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith,
charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure
heart. 2 Tim 2:19-22

 

According to 2 Timothy above, who does the departing
from iniquity (sin)?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

How do you treat “youthful lusts?”


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

 

Live a life of holiness by submitting to God and living by the
power of the Holy Spirit. If you do this, you will live a life full
of power because it is the Holy Spirit who performs miracles
through you and helps you to pray. But it is you who controls your
body and keeps it from sinning. How are we led by the spirit of
God? Easy, the bible says:

 

But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye
know all things. 1 John 2:20

 

Again, if you want to be led by the Spirit your motivation needs
to be love, not obligation. Doing something out of obligation puts
bondages on you and the other person. Any promise God has given in
His Word like speaking in tongues and physical healing are yours.
Sometimes you need to speak the scriptures pertaining to the
promise over and over again to get it in your heart. Then you ask
God what to do or where to go to receive the promise. You have to
do your part to birth out the promise. You can read about speaking
in tongues all you want, but you still have to open your mouth and
move your lips and tongue! You can’t heal the sick without praying,
and sometimes the laying on of hands! If you have received a
prophecy or a personal word from the Lord, you still have to do
your part, just make sure you get your directions from Him. Always
pray first!

 

Something else to think about when doing something for God is to
ask yourself, “Am I anointed to do that?” I love to sing, but I’m
pretty sure God is the only one who wants to hear me. Even though I
enjoy singing, I am not anointed to sing. My singing would not draw
people into a closer relationship with God—it would send them
running! I like to teach the Bible, and many like to hear me teach.
When I teach, it bears fruit. My gift makes room for me (Prov.
18:16). I have a passion to write, I can write for hours and it
seems only a few minutes have passed. I started writing when I was
a little girl, I excelled in English, and I would read several
books a week for entertainment. My parents would tell me to turn
off my lights and go to bed, but I would get under my covers, turn
on a flashlight, and keep reading. When my school had writing
contests, I couldn’t wait to enter. Don’t try to get me to do
algebra, it is just not going to happen. I count on my fingers and
have to use a calculator.

 

When I was young, I tried cheerleading, swim team, softball, and
even ballet. I gave the word untalented new meaning. I
only lasted one season in each of those sports, I always came in
last place on the swim team, was benched for most of the softball
season, and could never do the splits in cheerleading. I finally
figured out that I wasn’t athletic. My point: if you are called to
do something, you will have the ability to do it. A lot of it will
be the natural gifting you were born with and you just need
training to perfect it or them. 

 

What natural gifting(s) has God blessed you
with?

 


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

How to Enter your Promised Land

List the personal promises in your life that you believe
God has ordained for you to possess:


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you feel like you have entered into your promised
land? __________

 

If not, why?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

What do you believe needs to happen for you to possess
all of the promises God has for you?

 

Wow! This is a biggie! We hear from the pulpit quite often that
we are supposed to possess our promise land just like the
Israelites after being delivered from captivity. “Yeah!” We all
shout, “We are taking our land!” Then the sermon ends, we stay
pumped for a few days, and the next thing you know we are still
stuck in our same rut. What happened? Where did I go wrong? Are the
questions we all ask.

 

My husband asked God the same question and this is what He said.
“I have already given you the answer. Get in My word, look in the
examples I gave you in the Old Testament. Look at what my people
did to enter and possess their land, look at what they had to do
for my deliverance. I do not need to keep saying it, I already told
you. Study my word.” So my husband did, and this is what the Lord
showed him.

 

The Promised
Land

By Luke Scanlon

 

The whole key of entering your land is to possess it. There is
no other reason to go in. In order to obtain the object of your
desire, you must first know what it is. Now here is the key that so
many of us get bogged down in: “How do I know if this desire is
from God?”

 

In Genesis, God created the heavens and the earth, all creation,
all plant and animal life, and then man and woman. He created them
because He WANTED to. He desired fellowship. God followed the
desires of HIS Heart, and created something from nothing. That is
the first example of possessing something.

 


	God desired the object.

	God created the object in His heart.

	God created the object in the natural. (He is God, therefore He
can)

	He possessed the object, enjoying the fruits of His labor.



 

As I write this, I have a book place marker, still in the bag it
came within, that was my parting gift when I left public school
teaching. It says on the card in the little bag “Nothing happens
unless first you dream”. It’s amazing how quaint some of these
little phrases can be, yet they are right on target to the deeper
biblical truth behind them. God dreamed, and then brought about His
desire.

 

God had Adam name the animals. Even in this, God was training
Adam to create, to be like God. Adam would consider the animal, and
create a whole system of naming animals. This system had logic, it
had structure, and the system was sound.

 

In the garden of Eden, when Adam and Eve were tempted by Satan,
Satan had them imagine something that was not God’s will for them.
Eve was deceived according to her own lusts, Adam blatantly
followed, and they fulfilled that vision in their hearts to have
knowledge of good and evil so they could be like God. They believed
that they could be like God, and that affected their behavior, and
they altered their decisions based on that belief system.

 

In Genesis chapter 4, when Cain and Abel brought their offerings
to the Lord, the Lord knew that the heart of Cain was imagining
revenge upon his brother. “Why are you so angry?” “Why do you
look so dejected?” the Lord asked him. “But if you refuse
to do what is right, then watch out! Sin is crouching at the door,
eager to control you. But you must subdue it and be its
master.”   

Genesis 4:3-8(NLT)When they grew up, Abel became a shepherd,
while Cain cultivated the ground.  When it was time for the
harvest, Cain presented some of his crops as a gift to the Lord.
Abel also brought a gift—the best of the firstborn lambs from his
flock. The Lord accepted Abel and his gift, but he did not accept
Cain and his gift. This made Cain very angry, and he looked
dejected. “Why are you so angry?” the Lord asked Cain. “Why
do you look so dejected? You will be accepted if you do what is
right. But if you refuse to do what is right, then watch out! Sin
is crouching at the door, eager to control you. But you must subdue
it and be its master.”  One day Cain suggested to his
brother, “Let’s go out into the fields.” And while they were in the
field, Cain attacked his brother, Abel, and killed him.

The lust of Cain’s heart led to imaginings that were not the
will of the Lord, which gave birth to sin. He had lust in his heart
because of his pride. Had he chosen to humble himself, he would not
have yielded to the lust of his heart, and he never would have
given himself over to vain imaginings, leading to sin.

 

I cannot highlight strongly enough the underlying principle
within the text above. Cain’s choice whether or not to sin
dictated what the desire of his heart was going to
be. Cain chose to sin, and that sin “mastered” him. It is
absolutely vital to guard your heart, for from it come the issues
of life.

 

Proverbs 4:23 (KJV) Keep thy heart with all diligence; for
out of it are the issues of life.

 

The key here to possessing the provision God has made available
follows the pattern found in scripture.

 


	Are you obedient before God? If you are, then the desires of
your heart will align with the will of God.

	The imaginings of your heart will follow however you posture
yourself before God. Whether you choose to sin, or you choose to
obey (love) God.

	God encouraged us to possess the desires of our heart, and
actually intended this to be the primary directive tool to obtain
our provision and find our own personal way in this life.



 

Regarding this last point, in the first four chapters, we are
only speaking of four people. Each person had a different task
before them, a different destiny, and each had unique desires that
when possessed, would equip them to obtain that destiny. God
designed these mechanisms to be simple and within our grasp. They
were supposed to follow the desires of their hearts and possess
them both to use and enjoy, all the while in fellowship with
God.

 

Let’s work backwards to prove a point. In these passages of
scripture, what do you not see? They were people just like you and
I. They had good days and bad days, but there is a topic frequently
discussed among many Christians today that I don’t see anywhere in
the opening passages of the bible. You don’t see any recorded
questions from Adam or Eve, Cain or Abel as to whether or not they
were in God’s will.




Why not? Were they special? It’s easy to say yes, that they
walked with God in the cool of the day. They didn’t have traffic to
deal with, or backbiting “friends”, or politics among
relationships. While those things are true, they did know what they
were supposed to do, and that’s all they needed to know. They all
knew the will of the Lord. God gave each of them an assignment.
Amazingly enough, that assignment happened to line up with what
they wanted to do in life.

 

Each of them had different activities. Adam named animals, Cain
and Abel both went about “subduing the earth”, and Eve gave birth
while helping Adam.

 

The point here is that when each of them got into the vein that
God had for them, them didn’t stop to ask for further directions on
specifics. We don’t see Adam asking God if naming that big cat a
“lion” was OK, or Abel asking if it was OK to hunt. They went about
creatively accomplishing the will of God within the parameters God
gave them.

 

Adam named Eve, as was his job given to him by God. He never
asked God for permission, he just did it.

 

I could go on for a long time, but the point here is that the
first four people on Earth did not waste time considering whether
or not they were obeying God. It was very clear. God gave them very
clear boundaries of what they could eat, and what they should
do.

 

It is also clear that when we need further input within His
will, God knows it, and He gives us that information. You see in
the life of Abraham where God visited multiple times to guide him
along his way. The biggest example of this is when Jesus came to
show us the way to the Father. God knows when we need help. We need
to make sure we are not so locked in to doing things a certain way
that we don’t pay attention when God gives us new instructions.

 

One problem today is that we have grace, and we can become lax
and take that grace for granted. In some cases we can tolerate
certain lusts to remain in our lives, not recognizing them for the
true poison they are. These lusts we are entertaining influence us
to sin, and not obey the will of God. We are allowing ourselves to
receive bad input. By living this kind of lifestyle, we don’t give
ourselves enough of a chance to live in His will.

 

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

1 John 5:14-15 And this is the confidence that we have in
him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth
us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that
we have the petitions that we desired of him.

 










Chapter 5
River of Life


God is a covenant making God. He makes promises and then He
keeps them:

Then God told Noah and his sons, “I am making a covenant
with you and your descendants, and with the animals you brought
with you—all these birds and livestock and wild animals. I solemnly
promise never to send another flood to kill all living creatures
and destroy the earth.” And God said, “I am giving you a sign as
evidence of my eternal covenant with you and all living creatures.
I have placed my rainbow in the clouds. It is the sign of my
permanent promise to you and to all the earth. When I send clouds
over the earth, the rainbow will be seen in the clouds, and I will
remember my covenant with you and with everything that lives. Never
again will there be a flood that will destroy all life. When I see
the rainbow in the clouds, I will remember the eternal covenant
between God and every living creature on earth.” Then God said to
Noah, “Yes, this is the sign of my covenant with all the creatures
of the
earth.”           
Genesis
9:8-17(NLT)    

Every time I see a rainbow I think about God’s covenant with us
to never again flood the earth. Even if we fail, God will always
keep His word. According to the scriptures below, you receive God’s
blessings by faith and faith alone. God’s word is his personal
covenant with you. In fact the scriptures state that For if
they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the
promise made of none effect Rom 4:13-14.

The law Paul is talking about is the Jewish law. So if you try
to obey the Jewish law to obtain financial blessings in your life
then your faith is made void. Know that in the New Testament, all
of God’s blessings, including financial provision are received by
faith and faith alone. In the New Testament, when you need
something from the Lord, you ask God the Father for it in Jesus’
name by faith. That is God’s covenant with you.

You do not have to sacrifice animals to receive a pardon from
your sins, you just have to ask God to forgive you and it’s done.
Jesus shed his blood so that you could go directly to God for
anything you need, which includes finances. During the season I had
been seeking God for the truth about finances, the spirit of the
Lord came upon me and said this “ The problem with some
Christians today is they are trying to earn from me what I already
gave them for free at the cross. By paying me money so they can
receive money, is the same thing as trying to brownnose your boss
at work so you can climb up the corporate ladder.” 

Another time when I was praying about our finances, the spirit
of the Lord told me “I can only do through your life what you
have faith for me to do. The fruit in your life is a direct result
of your faith.” I thought I was a faith giant till he spoke
those words to me!

During another period in our life when our bills were paid, but
there was almost never any left over, I asked God what was
hindering us from going to the next level. His answer shocked me.
He said “Your thought life.” Isn’t that wild? I thought He
was going to show me a picture of Satan with his tentacles wrapped
around our bank account! So again, you need to get before God and
get HIS plan for your finances and have HIM lead you step by step
to where HE wants you to go. Ask HIM if anything is hindering
you.

Trying to sacrifice an animal, offer God ten percent of your
income or give the visiting missionary a $100 so God will meet your
needs (or wants) is trying to earn something God already gave you
through his son’s death. When you accept the blood of Jesus, you
are accepting God’s covenant with you that is written out in His
New Testament. New Testament means New Covenant. Read Hebrews
below:

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated
for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, Hebrews 10:19-20
(NKJV)

Are you in a financial mess right now?
____________ 

 God’s deliverance for you is for the taking; just ask Him
in Jesus’ name for it. Then DO WHAT HE SAYS! GO WHERE HE LEADS YOU!
Since it is the Holy Spirit’s job to bring order, ask Him to bring
order to your life including to your finances. Sometimes God will
supernaturally give you a financial miracle, but most of the time
it is a step by step process. The bible says that we are changed
into the same image of Christ by a step by step process (2
Cor3:17-19). Also the bible talks about how the word of the Lord
comes to someone precept upon precept, line upon line (Is 28:9-13).
I have seen in my own life how God would give an instruction and we
would have to do that first before He would give us the next
step.

In our family, I am the one who manages the finances. When Luke
gets a paycheck, I pray and ask the Lord how to disperse the funds.
He will tell me how much to give to my home church or/and another
ministry, how much to save, how much is entertainment money etc.
When I pray before I spend, and budget our money, life begins to go
a lot smoother for us financially. God knows the end from the
beginning so asking Him how to distribute your funds will help
safeguard you against any future financial tragedy.

Sound Doctrine

 

I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ
Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His
appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and
instruction. For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they
will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own
desires, and will turn away their ears from the truth and
will turn aside to myths.  2 Timothy 4:1-4
(NASB)

Paul told Timothy that people in the last days will not want to
hear sound doctrine. They will find teachers who will tell them
what they want to hear. The problem with hearing what you want to
hear (and not the truth) is only the truth revealed to you by the
Holy Spirit will set you free. Anything else will eventually place
heavy burdens on you.

These can be burdens of performance that will cause you to feel
and experience shame and guilt if you don’t measure up. It is like
telling someone that their prayer wasn’t answered because they
lacked faith. Maybe sometimes your prayers aren’t answered the way
you think they should be because you failed to realize when you
made Jesus Christ your Lord, you gave Him the right to
decide your fate and your destiny. I cannot give you false hopes of
becoming rich and famous by distorting the word of God and hoping
you will hand over some of your hard earned money to me. I believe
God called me to write this book and it is Him that I ultimately
answer to. I know that when I leave this world and meet Him face to
face that my works, including this one, will be tried by fire:

1 Corinthians 3:13   Every man’s work
shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it
shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work
of what sort it is.

I realize I have to seek His face and be led by His Holy Spirit
to make sure that whatever I write is inspired by Him. I also
realize that I am human and have many weaknesses so I have to lean
on Him and rely solely on Him. The more I walk with God, the more I
recognize that I have to have Him and I want nothing else. Only He
can satisfy me. I believe that most people want millions of dollars
so that they can gain the approval of others. I do not believe for
one second that being a multi million/billionaire is a sin. I
believe that giving money the place in your heart that belongs to
God is a sin. God knows that we need money to pay our bills and
support our families. He knows we need money to spread the gospel
and feed the poor.

He knows this and I know it is His will that we have what we
need. Search your heart, are you chasing money or a relationship
with your Heavenly Father? Are you searching for scriptures to back
up your greedy motives or are you searching for what God’s heart in
whatever situation you find yourself? In Acts, they shared all of
their possessions with each other, are you that open with your
possessions? Jesus told the rich young ruler to give away all of
his wealth, if God told you to do that, would you? Jesus told the
disciples to leave all of their possessions and follow Him, would
you do that and leave everything behind to follow Jesus? Search
your heart, judge yourself before God judges you. Confession is
good for your soul, we were created to confess, so talk to God now
and tell Him the truth about the condition of your heart and ask
Him to bind up where it is broken.

One time when I was about to move into my new apartment, after
living with my parents for a season, I made a very specific list
about what furniture I needed for my apartment. I even wrote down
that I only wanted one nightstand and I wanted the furniture to be
brand new or close to it. I also wanted the furniture for free or
very cheap. The other condition was that I had to have the
furniture by the day of my move. I showed my list to my friends
Christine and Jason. They didn’t believe that God would actually
answer this prayer, but I knew in Matthew chapter 18 vs. 19 Jesus
says:

Matthew 18:19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall
agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall
be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.

I told them all I needed was them to agree with me in prayer
according to that scripture and I would get my furniture. Jason
prayed with me just as a courtesy and Christine was a little
doubtful too but she prayed anyway. Well guess what! On moving day
I had everything I asked for on the list including only one
nightstand!

A lady a work sold me her brand new dining room table for only a
fraction of its cost. Without my asking, my stepdad went to a
furniture store and bought me a bedroom set with only one
nightstand and a coffee table with matching end tables. He never
saw or knew about my prayer. My mom donated her very beautiful
almost new couch set and they also bought me a TV, a VCR , a
microwave and an entertainment center. I was floored! I did not
expect my parents to buy me anything since they had already
purchased a brand new car for me! I was very humbled and grateful
that again God had used my parents and other people to bless me and
answer my prayer! When I told Jason, he actually drove over to my
apartment so he could see the furniture with his own eyes!

Fear of the Lord

So what is the fear of the Lord and what is if for? Fear in the
Hebrew language is the word yir’ah which means terror,
respect, reverence, piety a “Holy Awe” If you have the fear of the
Lord, you will have such a reverence for God that you will stay
away from wicked works. The next several scriptures also describe
the fear of the Lord.

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Proverbs 8:13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride,
and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I
hate.

Proverbs 9:10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.

Proverbs 10:27 The fear of the LORD prolongeth
days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened.

Proverbs 28:14 (NIV) Blessed is the man who always
fears the LORD, but he who hardens his heart falls into
trouble.

2 Corinthians 7:1 (NASB) Therefore, having
these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of
God.

As you can see, the fear of the Lord is quite handy to have.
When you have the fear of the Lord, you don’t fear man and you are
able to live with much more peace inside because you are not
enslaved to men’s opinions. I used to be so afraid of what other
people thought that I would dress a certain way and get my haircut
a particular style just so I could receive approval from my peers.
What I really wanted was love and acceptance and I would do just
about anything to get it. This left me very unhappy and smoking two
packs cigarettes a day! In seventh grade, I tried smoking, and was
made fun off because I “didn’t inhale.” I would have, I just wasn’t
sure how.

In high school, a lot of the “cool girls” would stand around
smoking in the bathroom in between classes, so in ninth grade, one
of my girlfriends took me into a bathroom stall and showed me how
to inhale the smoke on a cigarette. When I did, I started coughing
almost uncontrollably. All the “cool girls” began laughing at me.
Well, I showed them! I didn’t give up and started smoking on a
regular basis. After several years of smoking a couple of packs a
day, with no “cool” people in sight, I had a couple of people pray
over me at church and God instantly delivered me of that addiction.
I am still free today. I have learned the hard way that a real
friend does not lead you into sin, but away from it!

Positioned for Power

Do you seek other people’s approval on a regular
basis? ________

Do you believe that there are certain people you need
permission from to do what God is calling you to do?
________

Why or why not?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you know that the Apostle Paul did not seek anyone’s
approval or validation when God called him? Read the next two sets
of scriptures:

This letter is from Paul, an apostle. I was not
appointed by any group or by human authority. My call is
from Jesus Christ himself and from God the Father, who raised Jesus
from the dead. Galatians 1:1 (NLT)

But then something happened! For it pleased God in his
kindness to choose me and call me, even before I was born! What
undeserved mercy! Then he revealed his Son to me so that I could
proclaim the Good News about Jesus to the Gentiles. When
all this happened to me, I did not rush out to consult with anyone
else; nor did I go up to Jerusalem to consult with those who were
apostles before I was. No, I went away into Arabia and
later returned to the city of Damascus. Galatians
1:15-17(NLT) 

When God has told you to do something did you consult
with someone else before you did it?
______________________________________________

If so, why? 
____________________________________

If God told you to do something, why do you need someone
else’s permission to do it?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now it is understandable if you are seeking Godly counsel
because you are not positive about something being the Lord’s will
or not. What I am talking about is seeking approval from people for
approval’s sake. If you read the above scriptures in Galatians, you
can see that Paul wanted it to be abundantly clear that when God
told him to do something he did not seek another person, not even
the other apostle’s opinion on the matter. I remember being in a
beginner’s class in a church I used to attend and someone asked our
Pastor how to know if they have heard from God or not.

Another church leader sitting by the Pastor answered that you
will know if God is leading you to do something if it lines up with
the bible and your home group leader confirms to you that it was
the Lord. When my husband was a young Christian he was taught this
line of thinking and it ended up costing him a lot of missed
opportunities in life and it almost cost him our marriage. The
bible says in 1 Tim 2:5: “For there is one God, and one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” When you
have heard from God, you will know it in your spirit just like you
know you are a child of God! The bible says “for as many are
led by the Spirit of God they are the sons of God.” This
scripture says lead by God, not by man and any advice or counsel
you get that is not anointed by the Holy Spirit will only cause
confusion.

Abraham’s Covenant

 

This is what God personally promised Abram in the Old
Testament:

and said, "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that
because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your
only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as
numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore.
Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their
enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be
blessed, because you have obeyed me." Genesis 22:16-18
(NIV)

 

Do you believe that Abraham’s blessing belongs to
you? ________

 

Why or why not?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

As you can see from the next few scriptures, the blessing of
Abraham belongs to us as believers. I used to hear teachings on
this telling me I should be as wealthy as Abraham because I was
Abraham’s seed. The only problem with this was that I saw very few
financially wealthy Christians and almost none with the kind of
wealth Abraham had. I also noticed that Jesus Christ is a direct
descendent of Abraham, but there is no mention of him having that
kind of wealth while he was on earth. In fact, there is no mention
of Peter or Paul having that kind of wealth when they were serving
our Lord. So I really started studying because if God’s word is
true, then we should see it at work in the life of believers. Let’s
start by reading Genesis and then Galatians…

Genesis 22:18   In your
seed all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.

Galatians 3:6-19 (NIV) Consider Abraham: “He
believed God, and it was credited to him as
righteousness.”

7 Understand, then, that those who believe are
children of Abraham.

8 The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles
by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All
nations will be blessed through you.”

9 So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham,
the man of faith.  

10 All who rely on observing the law are under a
curse, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who
does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the
Law.”

11 Clearly no one is justified before God by the
law, because, “The righteous will live by faith.”

12 The law is not based on faith; on the
contrary, “The man who does these things will live by
them.”

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the
law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed
is everyone who is hung on a tree.”

14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to
Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by
faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.

15 Brothers, let me take an example from everyday life. Just
as no one can set aside or add to a human covenant that has been
duly established, so it is in this case.

16 The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed.
The Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many
people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is
Christ.

17 What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later,
does not set aside the covenant previously established by God and
thus do away with the promise.

18 For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no
longer depends on a promise; but God in his grace gave it to
Abraham through a promise.

19 What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added
because of transgressions until the Seed to whom
the promise referred had come. The law was put into effect through
angels by a mediator.

20 A mediator, however, does not represent just one party;
but God is one. 

I want you to notice in verse Galatians 3:16 that the promise
was made to Abraham’s seed not seeds. In the same verse
the bible tells you that the seed is Christ. Read the next three
sets of scriptures:

Galatians 3:29  And if ye be Christ’s, then are
ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the
promise.

Romans 4:13  For the promise, that he should be the
heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his
seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of
faith.

Galatians 3:16 (AMP)  Now the promises
(covenants, agreements) were decreed and made to Abraham and his
Seed (his Offspring, his Heir). He [God] does not say, And to seeds
(descendants, heirs), as if referring to many persons, but, And to
your Seed (your Descendant, your Heir), obviously referring
to one individual, Who is [none other than] Christ (the
Messiah).

In Galatians 3 verse 29 you read that if you belong to Christ,
then you are the result of the promise to Abraham about a multitude
of descendents and an heir to the promise of Christ. Romans 4:13
also says the promise was to Abraham and his seed not
seeds. In Galatians 3:16 Paul again states that the
promise of Abraham was to his child, not children and the promise
is of course, Christ.  If you have Christ, then you have
Abraham’s blessing!

Through a relationship with Christ you are blessed with the
ability to have what God has ordained you to have and do what He
has called you to do. You are already blessed!  You receive
financial blessings from God simply by asking Him for them the same
way you ask for salvation and everything else He has promised you.
When you asked God to forgive you of all of your sins, He forgave
you didn’t He? Why would you think asking Him for a higher paying
job or a business idea would be any different?

 










Chapter 6
Biblical Giving


I have experienced the terror and pain of wondering if my
financial situation was ever going to get better. I have been
surrounded in a cloud of fear and darkness before with no hope of
my circumstances ever changing. When I was unable to pay my
creditors but wanted to, I felt like a thief even though I tried my
best to be a good Christian witness. Everything Luke and I have
done has not come easy, we’ve fought our way through and it has
been tough, very tough.

Lots of prayers and lots of tears… Luke has earned his second
Master’s degree, and I have spent many long and lonely days at my
computer writing books so that others can learn from my experiences
and hopefully save themselves years of unnecessary heartache. There
is no easy way to your dreams, you have to overcome the obstacles
life throws your way. If you insist on the easy route, then your
life will not produce the type of fruit you desire it to.

When the Lord first called me to write this book, it was the
same day I was fired from my job. I thought God had truly lost his
mind since my husband had also been out of work for several months
and we not just struggling to make ends meet, they weren’t meeting
at all. I do know that if we were not struggling so much
financially, we would have never sought God on a deeper level to
discover His will concerning finances. So out of my deep need for
financial stability, I pursued the Lord for the truth about
biblical finances and this book is about what He has revealed to
me.

Have you personally and thoroughly studied giving in the
bible? _______ 

Write down your definition of what biblical giving
is:


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When you give, why do you give?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Luke and I have been on food stamps, out of work, have filed for
bankruptcy and prayed fervently for our bills to miraculously get
paid. We have experienced the pain and misery of bankruptcy being
born again, tithing, and Spirit filled Christians who earnestly
sought to please the Lord in everything we did. However, the life
of unmet needs was never God’s intention for our life, and it is
not His will for yours either. The bankruptcy was in my husband
Luke’s name, but he had to file on September 12, 2001 the day after
9/11 when we had been married for only two months and five
days.  A great way to kick off a marriage right? 

I remember standing in line at the food pantry with Luke to get
groceries and then we decided to volunteer there for a season
because if you did, they would give you a week’s worth of free
food. Our church even had to pay our electric bill one time so that
our electricity didn’t get shut off! We told almost no one what was
going on because we were so ashamed about our situation. This all
went on after we had become tithing, giving, Christians who had
prayed, broken all kinds of curses, received  deliverance,
walked holy and done all the other “right” Christian things for
several years. As a matter of fact, before we ever met we were
already tithing to our home churches. We also attended church
almost every time the doors opened.

After marriage we moved into my small inexpensive one bedroom
apartment and tried to live below our means but you have to
actually have means to live below them! No matter how hard
we had tried, a bankruptcy plus about eight job losses (between the
both of us) later in less than five years of marriage we were at
the end of our rope. We were not lazy people either, my husband had
a Master’s degree from a private university and he held down a job
while in school so he could make ends meet. My husband was used to
doing what it took to get things done.

When we first became friends before we were married, we both had
full time jobs plus we also worked at part time jobs. We were very
frugal with our finances and did not buy expensive items we did not
need. I am not bragging, I just want to establish the fact with you
that we are not lazy people. I know what you are thinking “Then why
all of the job losses?” 

We weren’t quite sure either, but let me give you a few examples
of why some of them happened. Our first year of marriage my husband
was a Junior High teacher (band director) for a public school in
Texas. The other band director he worked with would abuse the
children and because of this, the children became fearful and came
to my husband for help. Luke approached the Principal letting her
know what was happening but she refused to stop it. A few parents
also started complaining because the children would go home and
tell their parents what was happening.

My husband went back to the Principal and again asked her for
help. She refused. The end result was that my husband’s contract
was not renewed, and he mysteriously has not been able to get
another job in the school district. The Principal received a
promotion to a nice new High School in the area and the offending
band director got sued by a parent for hitting their child who was
one of Luke’s students. Instead of his teaching license being
revoked, he was just moved to a different district.

My husband was out of work for months after that and as you know
teachers don’t make much money anyway! The following job, Luke and
I both worked at the same place but little did we know that company
was into some very shady practices. When they began to lie to my
customers and me, I walked and two weeks later they fired Luke
because I quit. That company went bankrupt shortly thereafter. We
were both out of work for months. We would try to just get any job,
but the doors would slam in our face. Either we were considered
“overqualified” or the pay would be less than unemployment. I even
cleaned a neighbor’s house a few times for some quick cash.

This same neighbor railed my husband with thinly veiled insults
about men who let their wives clean other people’s toilets. One
time Luke worked for a company where his boss asked if he could
borrow Luke’s car for an hour to run an errand since his BMW was in
the shop. Thinking nothing of it, especially since this was his
boss, he handed him our keys. Several hours passed and his boss
never returned and he was unreachable on his cell phone. Thinking
something really terrible may have happened we joined with his
girlfriend searching the city for him. When we called the police,
they said he had to be missing for at least 24 hours before we
could file a missing persons report. The girlfriend confided in us
that Luke’s boss had a secret addiction to prescription pills. To
make a long story short, Luke’s boss was found beaten in the
streets because when this man went to make a drug deal in our
vehicle, the dealers pulled him out, beat him and took off in our
car!

We called our Christian friends to pray for a miracle and we got
one. Law enforcement spotted our automobile and seven police cars
chased it down. Eventually the criminals left the car and fled the
scene. As you can already guess, Luke could not work there any
longer. One sales job I had that took me a long time to obtain, I
was there only five months when the corporate office hired a new
manager who went and fired the entire sales team, replacing us with
the staff from their previous employer.

I could go on with more stories like these, including where some
companies didn’t pay us the money they owed us, but I won’t. I know
firsthand how hard it is to live upright and above reproach in this
world. I know what it is like to keep doing the “right” thing and
instead of being rewarded, you are slapped in the face. I liked it
better in elementary school where if you did the right thing you
got a gold star! No gold stars out in the real world for Luke and
I! Just hard times! I mean we were trying to work hard and live
above reproach, what went wrong? God where were you with your
promises?

The good news is the hard times actually caused Luke and I to
start praying and seeking God as to what the root cause of all
these hard times were. I mean we had both given 10% of our GROSS
income to our home church for several years before we ever met
and had continued to do so even after we were married. We
also gave to visiting preachers, missions and even TV evangelists.
We sowed into great ground! Why hadn’t God rebuked the
devourer?

Why didn’t God open up the windows of heaven and pour us out a
blessing we wouldn’t have room enough receive? Furthermore, how
come the majority of money giving Christians we knew had their
needs met but usually not much more? Where was God with His
promises? In our desperation, we hit the carpet praying and sought
God for a solution. I studied the bible from Genesis to Revelations
on giving and tithing and asked the Holy Spirit to reveal to me the
truth. This next section is some of the teachings he revealed to
me. Now, before you continue, take out your own bible and mark
these same scriptures. Also, read the scriptures above and below
the scriptures I line out, so that you know I am teaching these in
proper context. I want you to test what I am teaching you.
Is your bible out? Good. Let’s start in Genesis:

And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine:
and he was the priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, and
said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven
and earth: And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered
thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all. Genesis
14: 18-20 

First of all, this scripture shows you that you should put your
trust and faith in God, and Abram did. In fact, he even offered his
own son Isaac up to God as a sacrifice to show his obedience to the
Lord. The Lord intervened and spared Isaac by providing a lamb for
a sacrifice instead. This story does reveal to us that the Lord
tests His children. Abram put his faith and trust in God by giving
Melchizedek 10% of his war spoils instead of to a pagan god.

Melchizedek was a priest of the Most High God and in Abram’s
time, when someone won a battle, they gave ten percent of the
spoils to their pagan god to invoke a good luck blessing. To
further honor God, Abram allowed Sodom to keep the other 90% of the
war spoils, again exhibiting the mercy of God. There is no record
of Abram giving ten percent of any of his personal earnings to
Melchizedek ever or any more of his war spoils. It is good to note
here that Abram kept none of his earnings from war for himself.
Also notice that God did not command him to tithe, Abram
gave out of his own volition. Next time tithing is recorded in the
bible is when Jacob tithed.

And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and
will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat,
and raiment to put on, So that I come again to my father’s house in
peace; then shall the LORD be my God: And this stone, which I have
set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: and of all that thou shalt
give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee. Genesis
28:20-22

Jacob struck a bargain with God. The deal was that Jacob would
give ten percent of his income to God if God would give
him His protection and take care of his basic needs. We can
conclude from Genesis 28 that Jacob gave ten percent of his income
to God not because of a law, but because of a deal he worked out
with the Lord.

I would like to point out here that if Jacob was supposed to
already be tithing because Abram did, then he would not have been
able to work out that type of agreement with the Lord. And by the
way, if you read the story, you find out God kept His end of the
bargain. God would not have to do that if Jacob owed him ten
percent of his income anyway.

Do you tithe 10% of your income? ________

If you do tithe, does your church allow you to vote on
how the money is spent? Since you are helping pay the church’s
bills, what say do you get in how your church is operated?
_________________________________

Law of Tithing

And the LORD spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no
inheritance in their land, neither shalt thou have any part among
them: I am thy part and thine inheritance among the children of
Israel. And, behold, I have given the children of Levi all
the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their service which
they serve, even the service of the tabernacle of the
congregation. Numbers 18:20-21

The Levite tribe was set apart for service to God and they
received tithes because they could not possess their own land and
therefore could not farm (Num 1:47-54). That is why people tithed
land products only even though they did have currency. It was
against the law for anyone outside of the tribe of Levi to receive
the tithe.  The Levites paid their tithes to the high priests
who were only from the sons of Aaron. Jesus did not ask for or
receive a tithe during His ministry because he was from the tribe
of Judah and not Levi. If he did he would have broken the law and
been in sin. Now read the next two sets of scriptures:

 Thou shalt truly tithe all the
increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year
by year. And thou shalt eat before the LORD thy God, in the place
which he shall choose to place his name there, the tithe of thy
corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the firstlings of thy
herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest learn to fear the LORD
thy God always. Deuteronomy 14:22-23

When thou hast made an end of tithing all
the tithes of thine increase the third year, which is the
year of tithing, and hast given it unto the Levite, the
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that they may eat
within thy gates, and be filled; Deuteronomy
26:12 

We see from the above verses that Israel never tithed from their
poverty, but on their INCREASE. God never intended for the
Israelites to tithe on what they didn’t have, but only on the
increase of what God gave them. Now read the next set of
scriptures:

And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the
land or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord's; it is holy to the
Lord. And if a man wants to redeem any of his tithe, he shall add a
fifth to it. And all the tithe of the herd or of the flock,
whatever passes under the herdsman's staff [by means of which each
tenth animal as it passes through a small door is selected and
marked], the tenth shall be holy to the Lord. The
man shall not examine whether the animal is good or bad nor shall
he exchange it. If he does exchange it, then both it and the animal
substituted for it shall be holy; it shall not be
redeemed. Levitucus 27:30-33 (AMP)

Notice God made sure the Israelites only tithed if they
had at least ten animals. God took the tenth animal, not the first
animal. God never asked the Israelites for the first part of their
flock, but only for the last tenth. This means that if an Israelite
only had nine animals, he was exempt from tithing. It’s interesting
to note that God chooses the tenth animal. Man did not
participate in choosing which animal was the tenth, God did (see
vs. 33).

The tithing laws went like this: 10% to the Levites as they
operated in the government, 10% to take care of the festivals (Duet
14:22-29), and then you paid 10% every third year which went to the
poor, the orphans and the widows (Deut 26:12). That means the
Israelites paid over 23% a year (if you average it out) not just
10%. It was also on land and animal products only, even though they
did have a monetary system. You have to remember the government
back then was a Theocracy which meant God was in control, not man.
As you can see, tithing back then was their form of paying taxes
and their tithes went to some of the same things our taxes today go
too. The Israelites were also instructed to sacrifice animals under
this same law and put to death any person who cursed their parents
or God (Lev 20:9& Lev 24:15,16).

Since there are hundreds of laws in the Old Testament in
addition to tithing, why would you obey tithing and not the
others?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Let’s move on to Malachi:

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say,
Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye
are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole
nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may
be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of
hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you
out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he
shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your
vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of
hosts.   Mal 3:8-11  

I believe if you are going to pull a teaching from Malachi to
support the doctrine of tithing, then you should use the entire
chapter because Malachi was not originally broken up in four
chapters with separated verses. It was just one long rebuke.
Malachi stated he was only speaking to the nation of Israel,
rebuking them for refusing to follow the Mosaic laws. He also
rebuked them for many things including sacrificing animals
incorrectly. So I would assume if you were going to give away ten
percent of your income based on Malachi, you should obey the rest
of what Malachi said. And remember, you should be tithing over 20%
if you tithe according to Malachi’s rebuke to the Israelites.

 By the way, the “storehouse” mentioned was not a
tabernacle or place of worship but a storage bin for food. It is
widely preached that the devourer mentioned in Malachi is
Satan. Since Satan is the one who steals, kills and destroys, that
doctrine is probably correct. The reason the people in the Old
Testament needed God to “rebuke the devourer” for them is because
they didn’t have the authority to do it themselves. In the New
Testament, Jesus gives us the authority to rebuke Satan
(Luke 10:19). Since we now have the authority, it is our
responsibility and not God’s to do the rebuking. I also
think a little common sense needs to be used here too.

Now think about this, can anyone who applies the biblical
principle of salvation in their life, whether rich or poor be
saved? When everyone dies will they either go to heaven or to hell?
Well of course! Then if God’s word is for everyone and it applies
to everyone, then how come there are so many super rich people who
do not tithe and they even mock God? Do they give away some of
their money? Some do. Is it always at least 10% of their income? We
may never know. Often it appears that the rich don’t become
philanthropists till after they are wealthy. Sometimes the
wealthy donate money to have their names put on buildings, receive
a tax break, or look good in the public eye. Jesus tells us that
that is the only reward that they will ever get!

Matthew 6:2-4 Therefore when thou doest
thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites
do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory
of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their
reward. But when thou doest alms, let not thy
left hand know what thy right hand doeth: That thine alms may be in
secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward
thee openly.

King Solomon, who was the king of Israel, and subject to the
Jewish laws, reiterated that his people should obey the tithing law
by stating this:

Proverbs 3:9-10 Honour the LORD with thy substance,
and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns
be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new
wine.

Just like the law in Deuteronomy 14:22, Israel’s king stated
that his people should give the first fruits of all of their
INCREASE.

Let’s keep reading…

 

Read the next set of scriptures written by the Apostle Paul to
the Philippians:

For I went through the Jewish initiation ceremony when I was
eight days old, having been born into a pure-blooded Jewish home
that was a branch of the old original Benjamin family. So I was a
real Jew if there ever was one! What’s more, I was a member
of the Pharisees who demand the strictest obedience to every Jewish
law and custom. And sincere? Yes, so much so that I
greatly persecuted the Church; and I tried to obey every
Jewish rule and regulation right down to the very last point. But
all these things that I once thought very worthwhile-now I’ve
thrown them all away so that I can put my trust and hope
in Christ alone. Philippians 3:5-7(TLB)

What was Paul’s reaction to the Jewish laws after he was
born again?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What did Paul do with all of the Jewish laws and
customs? (Hint:vs.7)


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


           

What else did the Apostle Paul say about the Jewish laws? Read
on…

Ephesians 2:14-15 (TLB) For Christ himself
is our way of peace. He has made peace between us Jews and you
Gentiles by making us all one family, breaking down the wall of
contempt that used to separate us. By his death he ended the angry
resentment between us, caused by the Jewish laws which favored the
Jews, and excluded the Gentiles, for he died to annul that
whole system of Jewish laws. Then he took the two groups
that had been opposed to each other and made them parts of himself;
thus he fused us together to become one new person, and at last
there was peace.

The King James Version of the bible says this:

Ephesians 2:14-15 For he is our peace, who hath
made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition
between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even
the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to
make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;

 

According to the scriptures in Ephesians above, what
happened to the Jewish laws when Jesus died?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Whether or not you like the word abolished or annulled better,
the bible is clear; the Jewish law which was for the Jews
only was cancelled when Jesus died and rose again.

 Tithing in the Gospels

Matthew 23:23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For ye pay tithe of mint and anise an cummin, and have
omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and
faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other
undone.

In Matthew, Jesus told the Pharisees they should tithe because
when Jesus walked the earth we were still under the laws of the Old
Testament. The scribes and Pharisees were Israelites. The new
covenant did not begin until after Jesus was crucified for our sins
and rose again. Please notice the Pharisees gave a tenth of their
spices not money and Pharisees definitely had money.
Remember the widow woman giving her two mites into the treasury?
The coin in the fish’s mouth?  So if people had actual cash
back then, why did Jesus bring up that they were to be tithing on
spices? Because the tithe was only supposed to be on land
products and animals!

Let’s read how God wanted the people to give to the house of God
in the Old Testament:

Exodus 25:1-9 And the LORD spake unto Moses,
saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring
me an offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with his
heart ye shall take my offering. And this is the offering
which ye shall take of them; gold, and silver, and brass, And blue,
and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats’ hair, And rams’
skins dyed red, and badgers’ skins, and shittim wood, Oil for the
light, spices for anointing oil, and for sweet incense, Onyx
stones, and stones to be set in the ephod, and in the breastplate.
And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.
According to all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the
tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so
shall ye make it.

In the Old Testament we read that when they were supposed to
give to the church, God made it voluntary as opposed to
the law of tithing which was governmental. In verse 2 above the
Lord only wanted an offering for the tabernacle out of a
willing heart!

Destroying the Law

Matthew 5:17-19 Think not that I am come to destroy
the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these
least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the
least in the kingdom of Heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach
them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of
heaven.

The word fulfill here in the Greek is pleroo
{play-ro’-o} which means to consummate, to execute, complete, to
accomplish. That is what Jesus did when he died for our sins, he
completed or fulfilled the requirements of the Law. A perfect
example of this is when you get a bill in the mail. Let’s say it’s
the phone company. I am sure you wish sometimes, but you cannot
just abolish the bill and be free and clear of owing the company
money.

When you do send a payment to the company you fulfill
your obligation to pay the bill. The debt is satisfied. Obedience
to the Law brought forth salvation in the Old Testament, now
repentance of sins and ACCEPTANCE of what Jesus Christ did on a
cross for your sins fulfill ALL the requirements for
salvation.  As a New Testament believer, your entire faith
rests on the Jesus’ completion (fulfillment) of the law and
ordinances as defined by Paul in Eph. 2:14-15 and referred to in
Matt 5:17-19.

Tithing in the New Testament

 

During the fourth century, tithing on agricultural products was
demanded by Pope Damasius and this law lasted around three hundred
years. It was pulled out of the Old Testament and taught by the
Catholic Church to raise money. If you did not hand over ten
percent of your land products (not currency even though they had a
well established monetary system), the Pope proclaimed you were
anathema, which means eternally damned.

In the New Testament, there is no documentation of Jesus or any
of the apostles teaching on or taking tithes in the New Testament.
Since the disciples were preaching and teaching new Gentile
converts, I would think if they were supposed to tithe since they
were not previously Jews and did not know the law, it would be
mentioned in at least one epistle. However, no one in the New
Testament is taught to tithe.

In Acts 15:5 some Pharisees wanted the apostles to teach the
Gentiles the Jewish law (which included tithing) but the apostles
said no (Acts15:28-29). This was during the Council of Jerusalem.
Tithing appears again in the New Testament in Hebrews, chapter 7.
The writer of Hebrews tells believers that the entire priesthood
system from the Old Testament has been replaced by the high
priesthood of Jesus and the individual priesthood of every
Christian. Hebrews writes about the uselessness of tithing to
illustrate how the old laws governing the priesthood are abolished.
Hebrews talks about how Abram tithed to Melchizedek and how we
used to pay tithes to the Levi priests, but it says that
Jesus came to cancel that old system and now you just need Him to
get to God. Read the next two sets of scriptures below and then
read Hebrews 7 in your own bible:

Yes, the old system of priesthood based on family lines was
canceled because it didn’t work. Hebrews 7:18
(TLB)

…so much the more also Jesus has become the guarantee of a
better covenant. Hebrews 7:22 (NASB)




I also recommend you read all of Galatians chapters 3-5 where
Paul rebukes the Galatians for following the old Jewish law. In
fact, Paul says:

For as many as are of the works of the law are under the
curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not
in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.
Galatians 3:10  

Paul tells the Galatians that if they obey the Jewish law to
stay in right standing with God, they have to obey all of the law
or they are cursed. If you tithe 10% of your income so you will
remain in right standing with God so you won’t be “cursed with a
curse,” aren’t you as guilty as the Galatians? Paul still isn’t
finished with his reprimand, read the next two sets of
scriptures:

Galatians 3:19-20 (TLB) Well then, why
were the laws given? They were added after the promise was given,
to show men how guilty they are of breaking God’s laws. But this
system of law was to last only until the coming of Christ, the
Child to who God’s promise was made.(And there is this further
difference. God gave his laws to angels to give to Moses, who then
gave them to the people; but when God gave his promise to Abraham,
he did it by himself alone, without angels or Moses as
go-betweens.)

Galatians 5:1 (TLB)   So Christ
has made us free. Now make sure that you stay free and don’t get
tied up again in the chains of slavery to Jewish laws and
ceremonies.

Paul finishes off his lecture in Galatians by saying:

Galatians 5:18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not
under the law.

 

In the New Testament we are not under the Jewish law but under
grace and God has already provided everything you need through his
son Jesus Christ.

Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you:
for ye are not under the law, but under
grace.

Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

So think about when your child needs something, do they have to
give you money so you will give them what they need or want? When
they start working, do you demand they give you ten percent of your
income? If they don’t give it to you, do you curse them with a
curse? No! You even give your child provision when they don’t
ask. Doesn’t that line up with New Testament scripture?
Philippians 4:19 tells us God will supply all of our needs! Your
child may have to mature before you will give them some things, but
don’t you freely provide for their needs and even some of their
wants? Read the next two sets of scriptures…

1 Timothy 5:8 But if any provide not for his own, and
specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and
is worse than an infidel.

2 Thessalonians 3:10-15 (NIV) For
even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “If a man will
not work, he shall not eat.” We hear that some
among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. Such
people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down
and earn the bread they eat. And as for you,
brothers, never tire of doing what is right. If anyone does not
obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him.
Do not associate with him, in order that he may
feel ashamed.Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a
brother.

In Thessalonians, Paul commanded people to “earn the bread
they eat” and if someone did not, they were told not to
associate with them. I used to work management in retail stores for
several years and it was very disturbing to watch as employees
would do as little as possible to get by. They would sneak out the
back while they were on the clock and talk on their cell phones. I
have also caught some stealing and standing around complaining,
trying harder not to work than to work. Unfortunately, the majority
of these people were young.

What is scary about that is if this generation is irresponsible,
what is the generation behind them going to be like? As a Christian
you should have a spirit of excellence on you wherever you go and
whatever you do.  I have sat in numerous church services where
work ethic was not preached. In fact, the message I would get was
that if you just gave money to their ministry God would bless you.
I never heard the other half of the message that God blesses those
who work! There are some real hardship cases, I have been one. And
of course, you should help people in hard times. I love
helping others.

The bible is very clear though, “Those who don’t work,
shouldn’t eat.” and “But if any provide not for his own,
and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith,
and is worse than an infidel.” The successful people I know
work very hard, while the unsuccessful are typically lazy and lack
concentration. You have to focus on your goal if you want to
succeed in life. You also have to stick to your plan for it to
produce the results you want.

I have heard of a few good miracles of financial blessings here
and there like a promotion at work or some extra money coming in,
but not the kind that “their storehouses can’t hold.”
People who don’t serve God get promotions at work and
extra money coming in too sometimes. Usually the only really big
financial miracles I have heard about were from the people who were
on the receiving end of the tithes being offered. By the way, if
you pay taxes, some of that tax money goes to help people in need.
It is called welfare and the taxes we have already been
paying go to fund it. Please use the wisdom and common sense God
gave you and be an excellent steward of the money God has blessed
you with! I am ashamed to say that I used to chase money and I
desired the approval of others over the approval of God.

The real champions in this world are the ones who decide that
helping others is the right way to go instead of manipulating
people to make more money. Real heroes are the people who choose to
do what is right despite the opposition. I am truly sorry for all
of the years that I idolized the wealthy and famous. I apologize
for being a fraudulent Christian who only cared about how big my
own bank account was. I am sorry for the times  I gave part of
my income to the church because I was afraid God  would curse
me and I wouldn’t  receive the approval of the congregation
and my pastor if I didn’t.

I believe love truly is a choice and just like a muscle, the
more that you use it the bigger it gets. I admire the men and women
of God who despite persecution have truly given their lives to the
service of others in the name of Jesus Christ. Since there are so
many people out there with legitimate needs, you must be led by the
Holy Spirit when you help others. If you help someone out of your
own human compassion and not the leading of God’s Spirit within
you, you could actually be hurting the very person you want to help
by enabling their bad behavior.

You also want to be very careful giving your money to just any
church or “Christian” organization. Some “Christian” churches are
perpetuating false doctrines, such as homosexuals in the clergy
and/or homosexual marriages which is a forbidden practice in the
bible (1 Cor 6:9 & Rom 1). If the parishioners of these
churches would stop giving their financial support to these
“Christian” churches, these monstrosities would die out. True love
is doing the right thing, not tolerating the wrong. 

For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself
servant unto all, that I might gain the more. 1
Corinthians 9:19  

Paul writes in Corinthians about his freedom from the power of
men. He is a servant to men, but he is free from their control.
Unfortunately, I have attended several churches where you were not
allowed to be involved in the choir or usher or any of the other
helps ministries unless you gave their church at least 10% of your
income. Is this biblical? Is this the right thing to do? According
to the bible, you are not supposed to associate with people who
call themselves Christians and are in sexual sin, greedy, worships
idols, are abusive, get drunk or swindle people. In fact, you are
not even supposed to eat with someone like that (1 Cor 5:9-11)!

When I wrote to you before, I told you not to associate with
people who indulge in sexual sin. But I wasn’t talking about
unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or who are greedy or are
swindlers or idol worshipers. You would have to leave this world to
avoid people like that. What I meant was that you are not to
associate with anyone who claims to be a Christian yet indulges in
sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships idols, or is abusive, or a
drunkard, or a swindler. Don’t even eat with such people.
1 Corinthians 5:9-11 (NLT)

In 1 Corinthians, Paul says nothing about how much money that a
Christian gives to a church or organization as a requirement to be
involved in Christian activities with other Christians. In fact,
here are the New Testament biblical requirements for church
leadership:

 If anyone wants to provide leadership in the church,
good! But there are preconditions: A leader must be
well-thought-of, committed to his wife, cool and collected,
accessible, and hospitable. He must know what he’s talking about,
not be over fond of wine, not pushy but gentle, not thin-skinned,
not money-hungry. He must handle his own affairs well, attentive to
his own children and having their respect. For if someone is unable
to handle his own affairs, how can he take care of God’s church? He
must not be a new believer, lest the position go to his head and
the Devil trip him up. Outsiders must think well of him, or else
the Devil will figure out a way to lure him into his trap. The same
goes for those who want to be servants in the church: serious, not
deceitful, not too free with the bottle, not in it for what they
can get out of it. They must be reverent before the mystery of the
faith, not using their position to try to run things. 1
Timothy 3:19(MSG)

Hmm… I would think if it was important a church leader tithed it
would be in these scriptures. However no where in the New Testament
does it state that church leadership has to be a tither to be in
leadership. For the record, I think  it would be very easy for
a “wolf in sheep’s clothing” to infiltrate the churches who put
more emphasis on whether or not someone tithes and is willing to do
helps ministries than on a persons character.

Also, I hear plenty of churches teaching that you are in sin if
you don’t tithe, but they don’t mention staying out of
real sin. They will teach about God’s judgment and
disapproval on people who don’t tithe, but they refuse to
acknowledge or preach about His judgment on sin. The message
conveyed is this: God loves you and you live under His grace,
unless you don’t tithe of course, and then your finances will
fail. Did you know that in the New Testament, if you are in
sexual sin, you really do come under the judgment of
God?  Read the next two sets of scriptures:

Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed
undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.

Colossians 3:4 Mortify therefore your members which are upon
the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil
concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which
things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of
disobedience.

Now back at the beginning of this chapter, I told you that Luke
and I hit the carpet seeking God for an answer to our financial
ills. One day when I was on my knees in our small living room,
before I did the above study, the Lord simply asked me a question,
“Where did I tell Christians to tithe in my New Testament?” The
question the Lord asked was confusing because I figured tithing had
to be in the New Testament somewhere since the only thing Luke and
I had ever been taught was to tithe. But, Luke also in his separate
prayer time had heard from the Lord to stop tithing too and he was
still praying to make sure he wasn’t being deceived.

Apparently, we both waited a while to bring the subject up, but
one night when we were having dinner, I let him know what I
believed the Lord had revealed to me. He told me he had heard the
same thing from the Lord and we were both relieved. Why? Because
when we were engaged we prayed that on big decisions in our lives
the Lord would let us both know separately so we could confirm the
Lord’s leading from one another. Since the thought process of
not tithing was out of our paradigm, it took us several
months of study and prayer for our minds to be fully changed.

Charitable donations

So what does the New Testament say about giving? Let’s start in
the beginning with Acts chapter 2:

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is
unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even
as many as the LORD our God shall call. And with many other words
did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this
untoward generation. Then they that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about
three thousand souls. And they continued stedfastly in the
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in
prayers. And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs
were done by the apostles. And all that believed were together, and
had all things common; And sold their possessions and goods, and
parted them to all men, as every man had need. And they,
continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread
from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and
singleness of heart, Praising God, and having favour with all the
people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be
saved. Acts 2:38-27

I believe these scriptures in Acts 2 describe God’s heart about
giving. We are to share with one another and enjoy meals and
worship God together. Let’s read what Jesus says about your
“worldly resources”:

I tell you, use your worldly resources to benefit
others and make friends. In this way, your generosity stores up a
reward for you in heaven.” Unless you are
faithful in small matters, you won’t be faithful in large ones. If
you cheat even a little, you won’t be honest with greater
responsibilities. And   if you are untrustworthy
about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of
heaven? And if you are not faithful with other people’s
money, why should you be trusted with money of your own?
“No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and
love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You
cannot serve both God and money.” The Pharisees, who
dearly loved their money, naturally scoffed at all this. Luke
16:10-14 (NLT)

Jesus does not mince words, “You cannot serve both God and
money” He also tells you to use your “worldly
resources” to benefit others and if you are irresponsible with
money he can’t trust you with the true riches of heaven.

Riches: greek-(ploutos)- abundance of
external possessions.

2 Corinthians 8:9  For ye know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes
he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.

Yes, in the above verse, Jesus became poor so you could have an
abundance of external possessions. And if you read 1 Corinthians
below, you find out in the New Testament, ALL THINGS belong to
you.

For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God For
it is written, “He is THE ONE WHO CATCHES THE WISE IN THEIR
CRAFTINESS”; and again, “THE LORD KNOWS THE REASONINGS of the wise,
THAT THEY ARE USELESS.” So then let no one boast in men For all
things belong to you,whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world
or life or death or things present or things to come; all
things belong to you, and you belong to Christ; and Christ
belongs to God. 1 Corinthians 3:19-23 (NASB)

The verse below in 1 Thessalonians is one of my personal
favorites because I used to attend a church where several
parishioners would try to “speak into my life” without knowing me
and then talk behind my back when I wouldn’t take their advice.
Paul tells the church in Thessalonians to mind their own business
and do their own work so they would not have to depend on others to
pay their bills:

This should be your ambition: to live a quiet life,
minding your own business and doing your own work,
just as we told you before. As a result, people who are not
Christians will trust and respect you, and you will not need to
depend on others for enough money to pay your bills. 1
Thess 4:11,12  (TLB)

 

 

Apostle Paul says:

Don’t you realize that God told those working in his temple
to take for their own needs some of the food brought there as gifts
to him? And those who work at the altar of God get a share
of the food that is brought by those offering it to the Lord. In
the same way the Lord has given orders that those who preach the
Gospel should be supported by those who accept it. Yet I have never
asked you for one penny. And I am not writing this to hint
that I would like to start now. In fact, I would rather die
of hunger than lose the satisfaction I get from preaching to you
without
charge.                 
1 Corinthians 9:13-15 (TLB)

Paul said he personally did not ask for money when he
preached but he did tell the church in Corinth they should
support those who preached the gospel to them. This means it is
right to support your pastor and those who preach the gospel to
you. Being a Pastor is a job and your Pastor has the right to take
a salary. Plus, those church buildings we use aren’t free.

So do televangelists just want your money? A few may, but most
probably do want to spread the gospel. I know from experience that
on two separate occasions during some pressing times, I e-mailed
two different famous and internationally known TV preachers asking
for prayer for my problem. I was not a monthly partner, nor had I
written any books yet and they had no idea who I was. One wrote my
husband and I back a very long and encouraging personal letter and
the other one wrote me a heartfelt letter that I know they put some
considerable time into.

This Minster also sent me a tape series free of charge that
specifically dealt with that area of my life.  Both times I
was shocked, because usually when I would e-mail prayer requests
in, I would get the customary automatic response, nothing personal
like those two did. I was very impressed and they did not ask me to
support their ministry in any way. I am actually very grateful we
have Christian television networks. It is nice to turn on the TV
and listen to someone proclaim Jesus is Lord and teach the word of
God. If you watch TV preachers, just pray and ask the Holy Spirit
which programs to watch. He will show you!

If we are living now by the Holy Spirit’s power, let us
follow the Holy Spirit’s leading in every part of our
lives.  Galatians 5:25 (TLB)

I cannot stress enough in this book that in every area of your
life, including finances, you must be led by the Holy Spirit!

The words of
Jesus                               

Jesus talks about in Matthew about giving and it is not
always money, let’s read on…

When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the
holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his
glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep
from the goats:And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but
the goats on the left.Then shall the King say unto them on his
right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: For I was an
hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink:
I was a stranger, and ye took me in:Naked, and ye clothed me: I was
sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then
shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an
hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we
thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or
when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the
King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me. Then shall he say also unto them
on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels: For I was an hungred, and ye
gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a
stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not:
sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.Then shall they also
answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst,
or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not
minister unto thee? Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say
unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these,
ye did it not to me. And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. 
Matthew 25:31-46

From the above scriptures you can see what God wants you to do
with some of your abundance when you are filled with the Holy
Spirit. According to Jesus, some of the works of the righteous
(sheep) is ministering to the hungry, strangers, naked, sick and
the ones in prison. It is very easy to help feed the hungry and
clothe strangers because all you have to do is donate to one of the
multitudes of non-profit organizations out there and they will do
it for you.

Don’t get trapped in the bondage of guilt, you can’t help
everybody, but you can ask the Lord to reveal to you who and how
you can help. After realizing that Jesus is talking to “the
righteous” in this parable I quickly became worried that I hadn’t
helped enough people. The Lord soon dispelled those fears when He
whispered this to my spirit “One of the ways you will know if
I’ve called you to do something, is that you will have the
provision to do it.” Isn’t that a relief? So if God is calling
you to help feed or clothe someone, he will provide the means
necessary for you to help that person. You will feel inner joy when
you help, not relief from a burden of guilt.

Remember, in the New Testament you are supposed to be led by the
Holy Spirit, not man! Please don’t let the outside pressures of
this world conform you to something other than the image of Christ.
Also the scriptures say to “love your neighbor as
yourself” Neighbor actually means “the one closest to you.” So
know that the people you are already called to help are
those closest to you, and of course only if they need and want
it.

Signs of a Believer

Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table;
and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they
did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. And He
said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature.  He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but
he who does not believe will be condemned.  And these signs
will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out
demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up
serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means
hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will
recover.” Mark 16:14-18
(NKJV)  

In the above passage of scripture, Jesus said these signs shall
follow them that believe:


	1.     They will
cast out devils




	They will speak with new tongues

	They shall take up serpents and if they drink anything
deadly it shall not hurt them. (this doesn’t mean test
God by playing with poisonous snakes and drinking poison, it means
if you accidentally get bitten or drink something poisonous you can
claim His protection!)

	They shall lay hands on the sick and they shall
recover



Notice the sign of having a lot of disposable income following
you is not mentioned. On the other hand, if you are truly a
believer are these signs following you? I believe you need
to spend time with God seeking Him as to what His plan is for your
finances. Find out from Him what your purpose is here on
earth.

No one is perfect and that is why you are supposed to follow
Jesus and not man. Man is going to mess up, I know I have many
times. Most Pastors learn false doctrine from their pastor and it
has been passed down for years. My first pastor, who was a great
man, and wanted only the best for me, taught me to tithe. When I
led people to Christ, I used to teach them to tithe and I never
questioned the doctrine because everyone else was tithing. Looking
back now, I realize that I had no real authority to teach people to
tithe so that “God would open up the windows of heaven and pour
them out a blessing they wouldn’t have room enough to receive”
since my finances were a huge mess and every other month I had to
believe God for my bills to get paid. The reason I was having a
problem paying all my bills is because my money was going to the
church.

Who was I to stop their growth by paying my bills instead of
paying my tithe? I sure didn’t want to rob God! Forget the fact I
had made a previous promise to the electric company to pay for the
electricity they had already given me! Nevertheless, God
in His mercy would always answer my prayers and the money would
come in! No wonder He calls us sheep! I sure am glad He looks at
the heart, aren’t you?  I don’t believe that all preachers
want is your money. I know there are a few bad apples out there,
but there are a lot more true servants of God who really want to
see you succeed.    

Let’s read the story of the lady with her two mites…

Then in the audience of all the people he said unto his
disciples, Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long
robes, and love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in
the synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts; Which devour
widows’ houses, and for a shew make long prayers: the same
shall receive greater damnation. And he looked up,
and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury. And he
saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites. And he
said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in
more than they all: For all these have of their abundance cast in
unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all
the living that she had.  Luke 20:45-47 &
Luke21:1-4

Have you heard a sermon on the above scriptures in
relation to financial giving?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What were you taught, or what do you believe is the
message Jesus is trying to get across to his audience?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Those scriptures were from the King James Version of the bible.
Here are the same scriptures from The Message Bible:

With everybody listening, Jesus spoke to his disciples.
"Watch out for the religion scholars. They love to walk around in
academic gowns, preen in the radiance of public flattery, bask in
prominent positions, sit at the head table at every church
function. And all the time they are exploiting the weak and
helpless. The longer their prayers, the worse they get. But they'll
pay for it in the end." Just then he looked up and saw the rich
people dropping offerings in the collection plate. Then he saw a
poor widow put in two pennies. He said, "The plain truth is that
this widow has given by far the largest offering today. All these
others made offerings that they'll never miss; she gave
extravagantly what she couldn't afford—she gave her all!" Luke
20:45-47 & Luke21:1-4 (MSG)

Now in these scriptures, Jesus is warning people about religious
leaders who use their position to exploit others. As he looked up
from teaching this, he actually saw a widow cast in all of her
money. She was a perfect example to what he was trying to teach at
that moment in time, about religious leaders “which devour
widows’ houses.”

Believe it or not, I have heard this scripture somehow turned
around to teach that you should give the church money out of your
lack. There is no where in this scripture that says or even implies
that you should give out of your need.  I wanted to bring
these scriptures to light in case you have heard the same teaching.
If you have, please reread the scriptures several times over and
ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you the meaning.

Sermon on the Mound

30Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that
taketh away thy goods ask them not again.

 31And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye
also to them likewise.

 32For if ye love them which love you, what thank have
ye? for sinners also love those that love them.

 33And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what
thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same.

 34And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive,
what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as
much again.

 35But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend,
hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye
shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the
unthankful and to the evil.

36Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is
merciful.

37Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye
shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:

 38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall
men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete
withal it shall be measured to you again.   
Luke 6:30-38

In Jesus’ sermon on the mound, he encouraged people to love
others and to have a giving attitude. Does verse 38, mean give away
your money to the church? Since Jesus isn’t specific here we can
only assume that he could be talking about a lot of things
including judging others and forgiveness since he mentions it in
the scripture directly above. You have to realize that we are the
ones who broke the bible up into separate verses. When you read the
sermon on the mound, you need to consider Jesus’ entire speech.

I remember the intense pain and loneliness of praying for a
financial miracle with none in sight. I know the embarrassment of
having a check returned from my church because of insufficient
funds. I even know what it is like to have a letter from the church
saying that your credit card was declined from insufficient funds
when you tried to pay for a conference the church was holding and
since you did attend the conference they would like their
money please. I know because I received those letters in the mail
on the same day from the same church with not enough money in my
bank account to pay them back.

My husband and I know what it is like to get a certified letter
from the IRS saying that if you did not pay them within 10 days
they would put a levy on you. We have also had to live off credit
cards and then consolidate them because we couldn’t afford to pay
the monthly note. I understand personally what it is like to want
desperately to do the right thing and pay your debtors but have no
way to do it. I know what it is like to be a good Christian and try
to do the right thing every step of the way but for some reason
you’ve fallen into a pit and cannot climb your way out. These
events I have been describing to you throughout this book did not
just happen in a one or two month season in my life, no it happened
for several years with almost no breaks. I remember Luke and I
asking different Christians to pray for us, and the only thing that
they would say is “Do you tithe?” and quote Malachi 3:8-10 to us as
if that was the solution to all of our financial ills.

That really hurt especially since we had tithed for
many years and tried just about everything our Pastors and guest
speakers had told us to do concerning money and we still saw almost
no relief. We have been treated by some Christians as outcasts and
sometimes like we were horrible sinners when our finances were
lacking. At one time, Luke and I did not have a home church for
about two years because we were so disenchanted by the way we were
treated. We now know most people don’t really want to hear about
your problems and that you need to “keep up the game face” if you
want to be accepted in their church cliques. I can tell you from
personal experience and from plenty of stories that other
Christians have told me, giving your money to a church or relief
fund does not cure your financial problems, only following
the leading of the Holy Spirit does.

I really appreciate now that I am older, how my parents made
sure all of my material needs were met. My step dad worked hard
running his own business which allowed my mom to stay home and
raise us. My parents are well off financially and very
atheist. They do not give money away to any churches or any other
nonprofit organization and they never have. As a child, my brothers
and I had wonderful Christmas’ with lots of candy and gifts. We had
great birthday parties too. My parents worked hard to pay for all
of our extracurricular activities and my mom stayed busy hauling us
around to all of them and making sure she stayed involved. My step
dad started work early in the morning so that he could come home in
the afternoon to spend time with us after school. I know my parents
went through some hard financial times, especially in the 1980’s
when the city of Houston went through an economical crunch, but we
never went without.

It really pains my spirit when I watch good, hard working people
go to church on Sundays to receive relief from the pressures of
daily life only to have additional burdens placed upon them by the
preacher to give up more of their hard earned money. You have a
responsibility to pay your creditors and support your family. In
the New Testament, all God requires of your finances is that you
are led by His Holy Spirit. Out of your love for God, the needs of
your family should be met and only after they are taken care of,
out of your abundance, you should help take care of the needs of
others as the Lord directs. You should support your local
church and help meet your Pastor’s needs (1 Cor 9:13-15), but pray
and ask the Lord how he wants you to help. Because I now have my
own family, I realize how hard it is sometimes to make ends meet
and support a family.

It is a really tough world out there and laziness is not an
option. One of the many things I learned through these trying years
of lack, was the depth of my disloyalty and my terrible aversion to
pain. Even though I tried hard to be a good wife, and for the most
part, I was, I had my faults too. I wanted out of this fire so bad
I was almost willing to walk out on my husband a few times. Our
fights were big. I was desperate for a resolution and after the
first two times he was fired, I was losing hope. Three more lost
jobs after those, not including mine, and I was at the end of my
rope. I blamed Luke, blamed God and at one point I was so mad at
the Holy One I thought about renouncing His son. It grieves me now
to realize the depth of my selfishness.

But, by His grace and mercy, I never left Luke for more than a
few hours and always came home before dark. And because of His
grace, in my darkest hour, I held on to faith and didn’t let go of
my Jesus. And yes, some of my behavior may sound shocking to you,
especially if you read my previous book, Where’s my mate?,
but know that I am sometimes riddled with doubts, fears, and
disappointment. And like you, I too have to stand, with God,
against them.

Tears course down my face as I write this, appreciative, and
honored that God, despite what I am not, brought Luke and I to
where we are today. And the greatest lesson I learned from all of
this, was gratefulness. Now when Luke and I pray over a meal, I
thank God that we can afford it. When I pay the bills, I thank God
that we have the money to pay them. When I pass a bus stop, I thank
God for my car, because I remember standing in pouring down rain
waiting for the next ride or walking in the scorching heat or
waiting several hours stuck somewhere till someone could come get
me. What most people come to expect as the norm, I see as miracles
and great gifts.

Crown of Thorns

Genesis 3:17-19  And unto Adam he said, Because thou
hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the
tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it:
cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat
of it all the days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it
bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;In
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto
the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou
art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

Matthew 27:29 And when they had platted a crown of
thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right
hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying,
Hail, King of the Jews!

The Lord revealed to me that when Jesus took the crown of thorns
upon his head during his crucifixion, he took the sting of the
curse off the earth that God had placed on it in Genesis. He showed
me you receive freedom from the curse the same way you receive
salvation. He also told me anytime there was financial lack, it was
the devil, not Him causing the problem. He also revealed to me I
already had authority over the devil and I needed to use it
concerning poverty. I told my husband and we bound the spirit of
poverty in Jesus’ name and told it to leave our house and never
come back. Very soon afterwards Luke was offered a higher paying
job with much better benefits! He didn’t even look for the job, it
came to him! In fact, it practically chased him down!

Let’s talk about a fine point: what is the source of your faith?
I believe if you ask God with His faith in you for a
financial blessing you can have it. Using your faith to
ask God for something can only get you so far. You need God to drop
His faith in your spirit for something so that it can
produce results that overcome the world. Jesus made an interesting
comment when he said He only did what He saw the Father doing. You
cannot muster up God’s faith for something in you, it has to be
given to you by Him. Ask Him to reveal to you
what He has given you faith for concerning financial profitability
and then go in that direction. That kind of faith is a
knowing in your spirit, the same kind of knowing that
confirms you are saved and on your way to heaven.

I believe trying to coerce God to bless you financially because
you give into the offering bucket at church shows a lack of true
charity. What happened to the pure motive of love? I bet you are
wondering, if it is so obvious that tithing is not God’ plan in the
New Testament era, then why are so many people teaching otherwise?
Probably because someone taught them and they never questioned it.
I do think that a lot of people give money not because they are
greedy and want a whole bunch of money, but because they think
nothing bad will happen to them financially if they do. Kind of
like a safety net. I used to believe that too, but I was also very
greedy. God showed me how to truly receive safety from Him. It is
in Psalm 91.

Psalm 91:1,2   He that dwelleth
in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow
of the Almighty. I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my
fortress: my God; in him will I trust. Surely he shall deliver thee
from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome
pestilence.

Did you see that? If you dwell in the secret place of God you
will abide under His shadow. Psalm 91:2 says God will deliver you
from the snare of the fowler and from the noisome pestilence. He
didn’t say the fowler would never show up, He just said He would
deliver you from Him if you abide in Him. Guess what else happens
if you abide in Him? Read on:

Psalm 91:4-16  He shall cover thee with his
feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be
thy shield and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by
night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; Nor for the pestilence
that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at
noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy
right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes
shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. Because thou
hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy
habitation; there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any
plague come nigh thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels charge
over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in
their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. Thou shalt
tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt
thou trample under feet. Because he hath set his love upon me,
therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he
hath known my name. He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I
will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.
With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my
salvation.

Wow! All that for putting your trust in God and abiding in Him.
Before my husband goes off to work in the morning, I usually say a
blessing over him and one of the blessings I use is Psalm 91. Here
is another one:

Psalm 112 (NIV) Praise the LORD.
Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who finds great delight in
his commands. His children will be mighty in the land; the
generation of the upright will be blessed.  Wealth and riches
are in his house, and his righteousness endures forever. Even in
darkness light dawns for the upright, for the gracious and
compassionate and righteous man. Good will come to him who is
generous and lends freely, who conducts his affairs with
justice.  Surely he will never be shaken; a righteous man will
be remembered forever. He will have no fear of bad news; his heart
is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. His heart is secure, he will
have no fear; in the end he will look in triumph on his foes. He
has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor, his righteousness
endures forever; his horn will be lifted high in honor. The wicked
man will see and be vexed, he will gnash his teeth and waste away;
the longings of the wicked will come to nothing.

Psalm 112 gives a great representation of God’s heart towards
His people and what he wants for them. God blesses those who
reverence and obey Him. It says wealth and riches are in his house.
It also says good things will happen to God’s people who are
generous and upright in their actions. I really believe it is God’s
will to bless tremendously those who are His in all areas of their
lives. “Commitment is the doorway to freedom.” These are the words
that the Lord spoke to me after He gave me a dream concerning my
fear of commitment regarding marriage. I have learned that what He
spoke to me applies to every area of my life.

There are a lot of Christians who are on the fence concerning
their commitment to Christ. They believe if they become fully
committed they will miss out on something. This is simply not true.
I believe a lot of people pass over true healing and contentment in
their lives because of their lack of dedication to Christ. The same
thing applies to marriage. When you get rid of the attitude that
you have to put on the old “ball and chain” when you get married it
will make life go a lot easier for both of you. I had a problem
with commitment in every area of my life. Friendships, romantic
relationships, diets, jobs, school and just about everything else.
I believed I was a free spirit who answered to no one. Before I was
a Christian, I thought it was O.k. to have several boyfriends at
one time and lie to all of them. I was a “player”-or so I thought.
In reality I was lonely, frustrated, unhappy and looking for my
purpose in life. Until I truly repented of my sins and made a real
commitment to Christ, I was unable to really be loyal to anything
or anyone substantial in my life. For you to fulfill your purpose,
you must fully hand over your life to Christ and walk away from
every hindrance that could obstruct your relationship with Him.

Success Secrets…

What do you believe the secret to financial success is?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you like to know the secret to success? It’s in the bible.
Read on…

And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was
gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he entered into a
ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the sea on
the land. And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto
them in his doctrine, Hearken; Behold, there went out a
sower to sow: And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the
way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up. And
some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and
immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: But
when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root,
it withered away. And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew
up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. And other fell on good
ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and
brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an
hundred. And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear,
let him hear. And when he was alone, they that were about him with
the twelve asked of him the parable. And he said unto them, Unto
you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto
them that are without, all these things are done in parables: That
seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear,
and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and
their sins should be forgiven them. And he said unto them, Know ye
not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables?
The sower soweth the word. And these are they by
the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard,
Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in
their hearts.

And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground;
who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with
gladness; And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a
time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the
word’s sake, immediately they are offended. And these are they
which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, And the cares
of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of
other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh
unfruitful.And these are they which are sown on good ground;
such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth
fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.
   Mark 4:1-20

In prayer one day, the Lord revealed to me that this parable
revealed the secret to success. He showed me that good ground is a
heart who hears the word of God, receives it and produces fruit.
God does give seed to the sower, and that is the word of
God. The result of His word revealed to you in your heart produces
a harvest of 30, 60 or 100 fold fruit in your life. I am sorry but
this scripture does not say that if you give money to the
preacher’s ministry that God will return your money to you with a
100 fold return. That is twisted scripture. Believe it or not, I
have heard this preached. In fact, I used to believe it. Can you
believe that I would give a ministry $10 and expect God to return
to me $1000? Go ahead and laugh, but I was a young Christian and
willing to do whatever the preacher told me to. However the truth
was, I loved money and if all I had to do was give a preacher $10
to receive a $1000 I was all ears! Itching ears.

Another scripture used to support the “100 fold return” doctrine
is this one:

And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is
no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the
gospel’s, But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this
time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and
children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the
world to come eternal
life.        Mark
10:29-30

What the above scriptures in Mark do not state, is that
if you give your money to someone’s ministry God will give you a
hundredfold return in houses and brethren. Jesus says that if you
left some of the listed items for the sake of the gospel,
you will receive a hundredfold return. Notice it doesn’t state
anywhere in the New Testament that the apostles owned hundreds of
houses. Also please note that Jesus said these things would come
“with persecutions.” So what does Jesus mean? My
interpretation is that He means you inherit brothers and sisters in
Christ when you become a Christian, that house means
family unit. However, you should pray and ask the Holy Spirit to
reveal to you the meaning.

If you give money to a ministry, it should be with the motive of
love and because the Holy Spirit moved upon your heart, not false
promises of riches or out of condemnation. Where do you think
people get the idea that all preachers want is your money? Do you
know how many people I have met who have tithed and given offerings
faithfully to the church for 10,20,30  plus years and are
still suffering with financial hardships? Do you know why? God does
not have to bless something He never ordained! Jesus talks about in
the Mark 4 parable that we are to sow God’s word into our hearts if
we want to produce a harvest! Pray! Read His word and store it in
your heart.

That way you’ll be successful in every area of your life because
you will begin to know God’s will in daily situations that you
face. In the above parable, Jesus said if his words fell on a heart
with thorns in it, that the cares of this life, the deceitfulness
of riches and the lusts of other things would choke out his word
and that person would not produce any fruit.

Does your heart have thorns in it? I know mine did. Would you
like to produce the fruit of healing the sick? Start sowing God’s
word about healing into your heart. Want to be successful in the
career path that God has given you? Meditate on His word. God is
the word and the word is God (John1:1). Jesus Christ was very
practical and I just can’t see Him standing around after His
sermons begging people for money. In fact, there is no record of
Him ever asking for an offering. Does this mean it is wrong to take
an offering? Of course not!

Don’t you think it would be better to be completely honest with
people and tell them you are taking an offering to pay the church’s
mortgage rather than hype the congregation up with false promises
of material wealth if they give to the church? I know what it feels
like to be left out of Christian conferences because I didn’t have
enough money for the registration fee. I know what it is like to
believe in the doctrine of tithing so much that my other bills
would go unpaid so I could afford to tithe. Does this sound like
God’s plan for our lives?  At one point in my life, I was
struggling with fear and worry about how we were going to pay our
car payments. Because of this, I would have bouts of confusion hit
me. I fully understood the scripture in the bible that says,
“fear hath torment.”

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear:
because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in
love.


                                                                                      
1 John 4:18

In utter desperation to be free from the burden weighing down on
me, I locked myself in the bathroom, threw myself on the floor and
cried out to God for mercy. I was tired of my peace and joy
missing! Once you have experienced the “peace of God that
surpasses all understanding (Phil 4:7)” you never want to let
it go. After I finished my tearful fit, Luke and I took a drive
where I listened to praise music in the car. During the worship,
the Lord revealed to me the cause of my stress. He showed me that I
lost my peace because I was in the sin of worry. He reminded me of
the scriptures where he said “take therefore no thought for the
morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of
itself.”

"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. "Therefore I tell
you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important
than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look
at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much
more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single
hour to his life?  "And why do you worry about clothes? See
how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I
tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like
one of these.  If that is how God clothes the grass
of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the
fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So
do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we
drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has
enough trouble of its own. Matthew 6:24-34
(NIV)

 On a side note, I want you to notice Jesus said in verse
26 (above) that God feeds the birds even though they neither
sowed nor reaped. And God also clothed the lilies
even though they didn’t labor or spin. Jesus uses
this parable to illustrate how God takes care of our material needs
when we seek his kingdom and his righteousness. Jesus
never stated in this parable that we had to give food away
or clothes away to others so that God would give us food or
clothes.

Jesus also reminded me of how he taught us to pray:

Matthew 6:9-13 After this manner therefore pray ye:
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen.

The Lord showed me the scripture that says “Give us
THIS DAY our daily bread.” When I realized I
needed to trust Him for my tomorrow and me worrying about our
finances was not going to “add one cubit” to my stature, I
repented of fear and released the burden I had been carrying to
Him. Immediately my peace returned! Remember the story of the
Israelites in the wilderness? God gave them just enough manna for
the day, if they tried to gather up more for the next day, the
manna would rot (Ex 16:11-19). We walk by faith, not by sight in
this life and like it or not, you will have to learn sooner or
later how to trust God on a daily basis for your needs to be
met.

 

Other Stuff

As I was rereading this manuscript and going over it for
resubmission, the Lord quickened me to put this “Broken Hearts”
section in from another book I wrote called Win your
battles.

Broken Hearts

 

 At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until
three o’clock.  At about three o’clock, Jesus called out with
a loud voice, “Eli, Eli,lema sabachthani?” which means “My God, my
God, why have you abandoned me?” Matthew 27:45-46(NLT)

 

I know what a broken heart feels like. In fact, so does Jesus.
His heart broke on the cross when he believed his father had
abandoned him. I remember when I felt a certain heaviness for a
long time right where my physical heart was. One night while I was
laying in bed very still, the only thing I could feel was this
heaviness. I prayed and asked the Lord what was causing this
sensation. I heard the still small voice immediately say. “You have
a broken heart, but I came to bind the broken hearted. Pray that I
bind yours.” So I did, and instantly the heaviness left. As soon as
that happened, the still, small voice said. “Many people have a
hard time receiving my son Jesus because of a broken heart.” 
Has your heart been broken? Well good news! It’s time for a
supernatural healing! Read the following scripture out loud, and
then pray the prayer afterwards.

Luke 4:18-19 (KJV) The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he
hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to
the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the
Lord.

Father God, I come before you boldly in the name of your
son Jesus Christ and I ask that you immediately and supernaturally
bind up my heart everywhere it has been broken. I receive this
healing by faith, AMEN!

Before His Throne

This great dragon—the ancient serpent called the
devil, or Satan, the one deceiving the whole world—was thrown down
to the earth with all his angels. Then I heard a
loud voice shouting across the heavens, “It has come at
last— salvation and power and the Kingdom of our
God, and the authority of his Christ. For the
accuser of our brothers and sisters  has been thrown down
to earth— the one who accuses them  before our God
day and night. And they have defeated him by the blood of the
Lamb and by their testimony.  And they did
not love their lives so much that they were afraid to
die. Revelations 12:1-9 (NLT)

In the above set of scriptures, who was the “accuser of
our brothers and sisters?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

How often did the devil accuse our brothers and sisters
before God?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

How was the devil defeated so that he no longer
accused?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

One afternoon, in the middle of working on my book, Win Your
Battles, it suddenly felt like something was gripping my head.
It actually felt like something was railing against my mind. I
stopped typing immediately and began to pray. I asked the Lord if I
was typing something incorrect.

 

I got up from the computer and began to walk around my home
praying and quoting scripture. Still, nothing changed and I sensed
a large amount of confusion. Finally, in exasperation I stood on
Hebrews 4:16 and cried out “Father God I come boldly before your
throne of grace to obtain mercy and help in my time of need. I need
you to tell me right now what is going on!”

 

Instantly the Lord dropped in my spirit this: “Satan is
petitioning me right now for the (He named a big promise Luke and I
had been believing God for) not to come to pass. He wants to block
it from happening. Do you have anything to say?”  I began
boldly reminding God of some personal promises he gave me. I
spouted out as fast as possible anything I could think of! Then I
said. “Father, I’m asking in the name of Jesus Christ that you tell
Satan NO!”

 

As soon as the word NO came out of my mouth, the grip that I
felt on my mind snapped off and I heard the spirit of the Lord say
“There are two things you can do every day so that Satan doesn’t
petition me anymore. Would you like to know what they are?” Of
course I immediately answered YES! And He said, “Ask me everyday
what you want me to do for you and remind me everyday what I have
covenanted with you for.”

 

After I wrote down the instructions, I returned in complete
peace to my computer. As I sat down and began to type, suddenly, I
was overwhelmed with a spirit of praise and I began to weep and
thank God the battle was won for the promise He had given us.

 

The next day, when my husband and I were out of town doing
research for a novella I was writing called The Prosperity
Preacher, I decided to take a nap in our hotel room. While I
was resting comfortably with my eyes closed, the Holy Spirit spoke
very strongly to my spirit, “Read Psalm 34:7”

 

I did what he said and the Holy Spirit said that I was going to
go through a season in which he showed me scriptures to pray daily
for my personal life. So I prayed that scripture over Luke and I
and then put my head back down on the pillow.

 

Then I heard the Holy Spirit say, “Shield of favor.” So again, I
sat back up and did a search for that scripture on my phone. It was
Psalm 5:12. Then he led me to Psalm 37:6 and I prayed that too.

 

Later that night, Luke and I went and checked out a bowling
alley I was thinking about using for a scene in my novel. As I
began to walk into the arcade section, I sensed very strongly the
presence of the Lord press against my chest. I quietly asked the
Lord what that was and he said “Shield of favor.”

 

Luke and I pray together every morning so I have a list typed
out under the category of “What I want God to do for me” Here is
part of that list. We also pray for personal things as well, but
these are many of the scriptures we use:

 


	That angels of the Lord surround, guard and defend
us.



Psalm 34:7 (NLT) For the angel of the Lord
is a guard; he surrounds and defends all who fear
him.

 


	God will cause our innocence to radiate like the dawn
and the justice of our causes to shine like the noonday
sun.



Psalm 37:6 (NLT) He will make your
innocence radiate like the dawn, and the justice of your cause
will shine like the noonday sun.

 


	The Lord will surround us with a   shield of
favor.



Psalm 5:12 For thou, LORD, wilt bless the
righteous; with favour wilt thou compass him as with a
shield.

 


	God will place His full and complete armor on
us.



Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil.

 


	The Lord will order our steps



Psalm 37:23 The steps of a good man are
ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.

 


	We commit all of the work that we have to do that day
and ask that the Lord would establish our thoughts in those
areas.



Proverbs 16:3 Commit thy works unto the
LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established.

 


	We ask that the Oil of Unity is poured out over us. Our
marriage in particular.



Psalm 133:1,2 Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! It is like
the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard,
even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his
garments;

 

 

The Story of Job

 

I also have a list typed out with personal promises, (covenants)
that God has given me and I daily remind him of those too.

 

If you read the story of Job, you will find out how even though
Job was in right standing with God, and had done nothing wrong,
Satan petitioned to take away some of Job’s promises too.

 

In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job.
This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and
shunned evil. Job 1:1 (NIV)

 

One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD,
and Satan also came with them.  The LORD said to Satan, "Where
have you come from?"    Satan answered the LORD,
"From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in
it."  Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my
servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and
upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil."  "Does
Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied. "Have you not put a
hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have
blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are
spread throughout the land. But stretch out your hand and strike
everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your
face." The LORD said to Satan, "Very
well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man
himself do not lay a finger."  Then Satan went out
from the presence of the LORD. Job 1:6-12 (NIV)

 

Unfortunately, Job’s wife and friends came along to give their
opinion on the situation and they all gave the wrong answer. Go to
God first!

 

When Job finally prayed to the Lord and reminded Him of his
right standing, that is when Satan had to back off and God gave Job
twice as much as he had before!

What you know, I also know; I am not inferior to you. But I
desire to speak to the Almighty and to argue my case with God.
  You, however, smear me with lies; you are worthless
physicians, all of you!  If only you would be altogether
silent! For you, that would be wisdom.  Hear now my argument;
  listen to the plea of my lips.  Will you speak wickedly
on God's behalf?   Will you speak deceitfully for him? 
Will you show him partiality?  Will you argue the case for
God? Would it turn out well if he examined you?    Could
you deceive him as you might deceive men? He would surely rebuke
you if you secretly showed partiality. Would not his splendor
terrify you?  Would not the dread of him fall on you? Your
maxims are proverbs of ashes;   your defenses are defenses of
clay.   "Keep silent and let me speak;   then let come to
me what may. Why do I put myself in jeopardy   and take my
life in my hands? Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will
surely defend my ways to his face.  Indeed, this will turn out
for my deliverance, for no godless man would dare come before
him!  Listen carefully to my words; let your ears take in what
I say.   Now that I have
prepared my case, I know I will be vindicated. Job
13:2-8 (NIV)

After Job had prayed for his friends, the LORD made
him prosperous again and gave him twice as much as he had
before. All his brothers and sisters and everyone
who had known him before came and ate with him in his house. They
comforted and consoled him over all the trouble the LORD had
brought upon him, and each one gave him a piece of silver and a
gold ring.  Job 42:10,11 (NIV)

 










Chapter 7
Defeating the Religious Spirit


Defeating the religious spirit

 

For a several year season in my life, I always seemed to hit a
wall with church leadership. I would try to “submit to their
authority” and be respectful, but I was met with rejection and
sometimes abuse.  I have only been a member of
non-denominational churches who were “led by the Holy Spirit” so I
thought for many years I was at fault. I wanted to know what I was
doing wrong. The church I was attending was happily taking my time,
talent and treasure, but they were refusing to carry my mainstream
published book Where’s my mate? in their
bookstore. 

 

I was asked to become one of the volunteer teachers at a singles
class one time, and when I showed up, the on staff leader pulled me
out in the hallway, and told me that I wasn’t called of God to
teach in his singles class along with some other insults
including towards Where’s my mate?  He later
embarrassed me by making a sexist comment in front of someone else.
Another time Luke and I went to one of the Sunday school classes
and one of the leaders asked us what my husband was “called" to do.
Luke innocently answered “politics” and in front of the ENTIRE
class this “leader” said that we should read our bible.

 

That God didn’t call people into politics. After class we left
and never returned. But weird stuff like this had been going on in
other churches too.  I often wondered if God was putting me
through this because I deserved it. Because I was too prideful or
something like that. However, one day in frustration I sought God
for an answer. After prayer, the Lord dropped in my spirit this,
“Your battle isn’t with me, it is with the religious spirit.” The
next couple of days I began seeking God for a revelation concerning
the religious spirit, how it works and how to recognize it. The
following is the teaching he gave me.

 

The definition of RELIGION-(Webster’s online dictionary)
a personal set or institutionalized system of religious attitudes,
beliefs, and practices.

 

The religious spirit killed Jesus Christ:

 

WHEN IT was morning, all
the chief priests and the elders
of the people held a consultation against Jesus to put Him to
death; And they bound Him and led Him away and handed Him over to
Pilate the governor. Matthew 27:1-2 9 (AMP) 

 

According to Matthew 27:1, how many chief priests and
elders conspired against Jesus Christ?
___________________________________________________

 

Did you notice the gospel of Matthew says that ALL the chief
priests and elders of the people?

Keep reading:

 

And at that time they had a notorious prisoner whose name
was Barabbas. So when they had assembled for this purpose, Pilate
said to them, Whom do you want me to set free for you, Barabbas, or
Jesus Who is called Christ? For he knew that it was
because of envy that they had handed Him over to
him. Also, while he was seated on the judgment bench,
his wife sent him a message, saying, Have nothing to do with that
just and upright Man, for I have had a painful experience today in
a dream because of Him.  But the chief priests
and the elders prevailed on the people to ask for Barabbas, and put
Jesus to death.  Again the governor said to them,
Which of the two do you wish me to release for you? And they said,
Barabbas! Pilate said to them, Then what shall I do with Jesus Who
is called Christ? They all replied, Let Him be crucified! And he
said, Why? What has He done that is evil? But they shouted all the
louder, Let Him be crucified! So when Pilate saw that he was
getting nowhere, but rather that a riot was about to break out, he
took water and washed his hands in the presence of the crowd,
saying, I am not guilty of nor responsible for this righteous Man's
blood; see to it yourselves. Matthew 27: 16-24 (AMP)

Why did the chief priests and elders hand Jesus Christ
over to be crucified?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here are 12 signs of a religious spirit at
work:

 


	1.    Produces “works
of the flesh”



Religion demands that you are always “doing something.” I used
to feel worthless if I wasn’t always “doing something.” A religious
work of the flesh is usually something that looks good, but isn’t
from the Holy Spirit. Kind of like Martha doing the dishes and
getting mad at Mary for listening to Jesus while he was
visiting.

 


	2.      From
the third category of demonic levels in Ephesians.



When I was praying and asking for revelation, it kept coming to
me that the Religious spirit was a “world ruler of this present
darkness.” Considering how many false religions are ruling
different nations, this comes as no surprise.

 

For we are not wrestling with flesh and blood [contending
only with physical opponents], but against the despotisms, against
the powers, against [the master spirits who are] the
world rulers of this present darkness, against the
spirit forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) sphere.
Ephesians 6:12(AMP)

 


	3.   
      It blinds you from the
truth



How many times have you felt impressed in your spirit to do
something, but it went against your head rules? I think we miss a
lot of what the Lord has for us because we won’t go out of the box
we built for ourselves.

 

But, the religious spirit will also blind you from a genuine
move of God. I am currently in a season where I am hosting many
book signings and radio interviews. I am disgusted at how poorly
EVERY Christian book store treated me concerning book signings when
I toured for Where’s my mate? I had several book signings
scheduled at different Christian bookstores in different states my
first year on tour and EVERY SINGLE one of the managers were
disrespectful. Since I was used to secular book stores who had
treated me like gold, this was like cold water being dumped over my
head!

 


	4.    Prevents the “law
of love” from working



How many of us have met people who “beat us over the head” with
the bible? I used to do it. The preacher would beat me over the
head, and then I would turn around and do it to someone else!

 


	5.     Demands its
own way



 

The religious spirit refuses to “be broken.”  We all have
tests and trials we have to go through as we are being transformed
into the image of Christ. Human tendency doesn’t ever want to be
broken, but when you are born again, and asking God to heal you,
sometimes you are put in situations that demand a contrite spirit.
Someone with a religious spirit refuses to go through the breaking
process.

 


	6.     Pushy and
self serving



 

I naturally have a bold personality. In fact, I used to be
really pushy. But I’m not talking about that here. A religious
spirit will push you to serve them in the name of God. Jesus served
the people first, and then they served him. We love God because he
first loved us.

 


	7.     Blocks you
from being led by the Holy Spirit



 

If you are following a bunch of manmade rules or scriptures
taken out of context, how can you be led by the Holy Spirit? The
Holy Spirit won’t lead you into sin, and he will lead you away from
temptation. I think many people are so afraid of sinning and
getting their “God walk” wrong that they live by the law instead of
being led by the Spirit of God.

 


	8.     Demands
that you submit to its authority



 

There is a healthy submission to authority, and an unhealthy
one. Unfortunately, the majority of churches I have seen today have
been operating in the unhealthy one. This is why it is VERY
important you spend time with the Lord and in his word. Form a deep
and personal walk with him.

 


	9.     Blocks the
power of God



 

As Christians, we are ALL supposed to be walking in the power of
God. ALL of us are supposed to be praying for the sick and watching
them get healed. ALL of us are supposed to be able to hear from the
Lord and deliver prophetic words in some measure. God did not
reserve his power for a chosen few who find themselves behind a
pulpit. History and culture has shown that people love cast
systems. We have high class, middle class and low class.

 

The churches have their systems too. Except they stick God’s
name on it and use scriptures out of context to prove a point.
Again, points that put THEM in positions of power and on the
receiving end of your money, time and talent. You can have just as
much anointing on your life as a famous preacher. Now you might not
be called to a fivefold ministry office, but you CAN and SHOULD be
operating in God’s power. Spend time in the presence of the Lord
and when you read his word and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you
the meaning of the scriptures.

 

10.Substitutes mercy for
law

 

The bible says that “love covers a multitude of sins.” (1 Peter
4:8) We are not called to correct everyone we minister too.
Sometimes the Lord WILL use you to bring correction. He has used me
several times in that way, and each time I have not liked it.
However, I have seen many Christians who actually enjoy going
around correcting everybody. The bible says that “blessed are the
merciful for they shall obtain mercy.” (Matthew 5:7) Keep that in
mind when dealing with people!

So be merciful (sympathetic, tender,
responsive, and compassionate) even as your Father is [all these].
Lk 6:36 (AMP)

11.Adds rules to God’s
word

Usually these rules benefit church leadership and not you. A
perfect example of this is when tithing was reintroduced into the
New Testament church a few hundred years ago. Or the twisted, heavy
handed, version of “submit to authority” doctrine that is floating
around out there. I remember one time a friend of mine was getting
married. She was in her mid twenties and the fiancée was also a
Spirit filled Christian.

 

Our Pastor forbid their marriage and when she refused to break
it off, she was asked to leave the church. She was accused of
having “marriage idolatry” in her heart! The pastor’s wife told the
congregation not to attend her wedding because this woman had
disobeyed her husband’s authority. Of course, Luke and I attended
anyway and we were the only people from the church who did. Believe
me, there are several weird doctrines out there! Again, study the
word of God for yourself.

 

12.Tries to get people to follow it (or
them) instead of the Lord.

 

The religious spirit will try to gather a following to
themselves. You essentially worship the created instead of the
creator. I remember after Luke and I were married, our “spiritual
authority” told me that Luke should be chasing him since “he was
the man of God.” 

 

This man of God and his family were extremely overweight, their
finances were almost always a mess and their house was always so
filthy it hurt to go over there. So if Luke followed this “man of
God”, where do you think we would have ended up? This “spiritual
authority” told Luke that he still had the right to speak into MY
life even though I am a married woman!

 

And of course when we left the church, we were “in
disobedience.” And yes, this was a charismatic non denominational
Christian church. Since I have moved around to different states, I
have belonged to several, and I see the same behavior in most of
them. When people abuse the bible and use it for their own personal
gain, the parishioners become disillusioned and leave church.
Church that should be a safe house! And then we wonder why the rest
of the world thinks we are a bunch of nutballs!

Pride goes before fall!

 

One day I asked the Lord to reveal to me what pride was and this
is what he spoke to my heart: Pride is when you think you are
too good to do something.

 

What do you think about the above definition of
pride?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

What do you think humility means?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Are you a humble person? _____________

Maintaining Unity

 

Now the whole earth used the same language and the same
words. It came about as they journeyed east, that they found a
plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. They said to one
another, “Come, let us make bricks and burn them thoroughly.” And
they used brick for stone, and they used tar for mortar. They said,
“Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top
will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name,
otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole
earth. ”The LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the
sons of men had built. The LORD said, “Behold, they are one
people, and they all have the same language. And this is what they
began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be
impossible for them.

“Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so
that they will not understand one another’s speech.” So the LORD
scattered them abroad from there over the face of the whole earth;
and they stopped building the city. Therefore its name was called
Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of the whole
earth; and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face
of the whole earth.    Genesis 11:1-9
(NASB)

It is very important to maintain unity with those who you come
in contact with. In Genesis the Lord had to confuse the language on
earth because “Behold, they are one people, and they all have
the same language. And this is what they began to do, and now
nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for them.” (Gen
11:6 NASB) Because of the unity of the people,
nothing would be impossible for them to do! There is power in
unity! In Psalm 133, the Lord commanded His blessing on the
brethren dwelling together in unity:

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren
to dwell together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon
the head, that ran down upon the beard, even
Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; As the
dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of
Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing,
even life for evermore. Psm 133

In the New Testament Jesus said whenever two or three people
gathered together in agreement, ANYTHING they asked Father God in
Jesus’ name it WOULD BE DONE!

Matthew 18:19-20  Again I say unto you, That
if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in
heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.

Satan’s tactics are to divide and conquer. Why would he do this
if unity wasn’t so important?  The bible says that where
strife is there is every evil work.

James 3:16   For where envying
and strife is, there is confusion and every evil
work.

Strife-Greek eritheia {er-ith-i’-ah}-a
desire to put one’s self forward, electioneering or intriguing for
office, self- promoting.

That’s right! Strife is self-promotion! When you are trying to
step on others to do what you want to do, that is where confusion
and every evil work come in. The bible clearly says that God should
do the promoting not you!

1 Peter 5:5-7 Likewise, ye younger, submit
yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to
another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud,
and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due
time: Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for
you.

James 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he
saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the
humble.

So what are the requirements for promotion? HUMILITY! God
RESISITS the proud! Satan typically uses offense to cause disunity,
and if you watch the news or read the local newspaper, you can see
how well it works. Guard your heart! My husband and I are both type
A personalities. When I met him, he was in the worship band, leader
of the prayer team and one of the leaders in the singles ministry.
He had also helped start the church. He thought that he was God’s
gift to the people and he had no idea what the definition of humble
was.

He would boss everyone around as if they were his servants and
then wonder why he didn’t have any real friends. He reminded me of
a steamroller who would flatten you if you got in front of him. He
sure met his match when I came into his life because I also thought
that I knew everything! Since then we have both received quite a
wake up call and have learned much about the meaning of “be
wise as a serpent and gentle as a dove”-Matthew
10:16.   We have learned the hard way that you are to
“esteem others higher than yourselves.”- Phil 2:3.

I am sometimes surprised that we had any friends at all! So
don’t forget humility brings true promotion. If you think the Holy
Spirit is speaking to you about something or guiding you somewhere,
it will produce freedom and not bondage. Even if you receive
correction from the Lord it produces a spirit of liberty, not
bondage and condemnation. If you are married, please submit to one
another out of a spirit of love and remember to forgive quickly so
that you can stay in unity. I believe Satan hates marriage and will
try to send destruction your way. One primary weapon he uses is the
spirit of offense. If you and your spouse pray together in unity,
you really can move mountains!  One day when I was sitting at
my computer, I heard the Holy Spirit whisper this to my spirit:
“If you and Luke pray together in the mornings, your days will
go better for you.” Since hearing that, Luke and I have prayed
together every morning and our days have gone better for us than
ever before.

Peace versus strife

 

If you are married, have you noticed when there is strife in
your marriage, the strife will seep into other areas? It is very
important to keep the peace as much as possible with the people
around you. Did you know your negative thoughts and bad moods can
create an atmosphere of strife around you? Keeping the peace around
you does not mean allowing someone who is trying to usurp your
authority to take it, or being a partaker of another man’s sin so
you don’t stand out in a crowd (1 Timothy 5:22). That is not called
keeping the peace, that is called compromise. Sometimes it is OK to
keep your opinion to yourself or go the extra mile for someone. It
is not your job to correct everybody. Developing good listening
skills will really help. If someone is offended with you at work,
try to make peace. Will an apology really hurt you? Is ignoring
someone’s stupid remark about you really too much to bear? Don’t
spread gossip, I know I have no room to talk in this area, but I
have seen time and time again how my big mouth has hurt someone
else.

 

I used to get frustrated with my husband Luke when he would stop
me from saying hurtful things about people behind their back. It is
one thing to share your pain with someone in confidence, but
something totally different when you are trying to ruin their
reputation with a spirit of vengeance. God is not mocked, you will
reap what you sow. I learned this the hard way.

 

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  Galatians
6:7-8

 

My mouth has gotten me in a lot of trouble, more than I care to
admit. I have poisoned many people against one another. Yes, people
have hurt me and done wrong things to me, but that does not give me
the right to seek vengeance, even if it is just with words.

 

And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy
brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own
eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me
pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine
own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own
eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of
thy brother's eye. Matthew 7:3-5

 

Keep your promises. I have heard a lot of unbelievers complain
that they didn’t like doing business with Christians or associating
with Christians because of broken promises. Since we represent
Christ, and He keeps His promises, so should we. The world has
enough liars, as a Christian, you should not be one of them. I used
to make flippant promises, but now I am very careful not to make
promises I can’t keep. If I can’t keep a promise, I ask to be
released from it. Sometimes it is hard because people will try to
box you into making a promise or put false obligations on you, but
you have to stand your ground and learn to say no.

 

Know that your broken promises hurt other people. Don’t stand
people up, don’t be late for work. Keep your wedding vows. If you
are dating someone who wants marriage and you don’t, break it off.
Get some integrity! A broken promise is a lie, and you know where
liars go.

 

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters,
and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second
death.     Revelation 21:8

 

People are watching you and when you say one thing and do
another, it only makes you look bad. Don’t complain that no one
shows you respect if you don’t deserve it because of negligent
actions. Since Luke wouldn’t listen to me bad-mouth someone, I
learned (but am still not perfected) to take my hurt and pain about
a negative situation to God first. God sometimes tells me to
apologize to the other person, or sometimes He has let me know to
stay away from them.

 

Isn’t it better to have a life full of peace than to be in
strife with others? The Bible says “faith cometh by hearing and
hearing by the word of God.” The Word of God is extremely
important. How did you get saved? You heard the Word, you acted on
it, and the next thing you knew, you had God’s Spirit within you.
Let’s take a Bible promise like healing. Read the following
scriptures out loud.

 

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and
with his stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5).

 

They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick,
and they shall recover   Mark 16:18

 

Do you believe what the Bible says? Repeat these scriptures over
and over until you become pregnant with them in your heart, and
then act them out. If someone you know is sick, and they will let
you, read them the healing scriptures and lay hands on them for
healing. When they get healed (sometimes it is instant, sometimes
it is step by step) you manifested a promise of God. Make a list of
scriptures that support what you want to believe God for. Speak
them out loud and meditate on those scriptures every day till you
see the manifestation of the promise in your life. If there is an
instruction associated with the promise, do what it says. Please
don’t pick and choose scriptures out of context. Ask the Holy
Spirit to lead and guide you as to what scriptures fit what you are
believing God for. You can’t expect God to bless something He never
told you was rightfully yours.

 

Remember to study these scriptures and speak them out every day,
several times a day, till you birth out the promise associated with
them. If God speaks a word to your spirit, write it down, keep a
journal. Ask God what your part is if He has given you a personal
word. Don’t try to make something come to pass before the appointed
time. Timing is key in walking out God’s promise for your life.
God’s promise in your life is a personal covenant with Him you can
rely on if things start getting rocky. Luke and I have learned that
before we buy a car, move, get a new job, or anything of the like,
we wait on God’s leading.

 

Why? Because ultimately God will pay for what He orders!

 

One time when our finances were down, I got a second job at a
retail clothing store. My first day was miserable, everything went
wrong. My boss asked me to do something simple, and I had so much
confusion hit me I couldn’t even do the simple thing I was asked to
do. I snuck off to the bathroom and asked the Lord to please give
me the grace to get through the day. And He did. When I walked out
of the bathroom, I finished the assignment in record time. At my
primary job, my sales mysteriously started drying up, and I was the
top salesperson! Finally, a couple of weeks later when I couldn’t
stand the lack of sales any longer, I said, “God, what is wrong? He
said, “I never told you to get a second job.” I knew I had
to quit. I was quite embarrassed since I had just started, but I
chose to obey and quit. The next day at work, I suddenly started
selling again.

 

When God tells you to do something, or buy something like a
house, and the mortgage is due, you have a covenant right to ask
Him for the finances to pay for it. Since He told you to do it, you
can come before Him with a clear conscience knowing you are in His
will. I remember being at a sales job that God told me to work at
and the atmosphere being very hostile. The manager gave me the job,
telling me that I would be promoted to a manager position in a
month. One day she took me into the office and said, “I have
decided to promote someone else instead of you.” When I went home
and told my husband, he placed his hand on my head and said, “I
bless you and God blesses you that you will get promoted and be the
top salesperson there.”

 

The next day it was like a light switch went off. The manager
took me back into the office, told me she had changed her mind and
how much would I like to make an hour? She gave me more than I
asked for. After that, almost every month, I was the top
salesperson or at least in the top three. Customers would just walk
up to me, point to a product and tell me they wanted to purchase
it. It started happening constantly. Since Luke is the head of the
household, he has authority to bless me and watch it come to pass.
Parents have the same authority over their children. If you have
spoken curses over your spouse or children, you need to ask God to
forgive you and break the power of those words in Jesus’ name
before you bless them.

 

You should also apologize for your bad behavior. I have fallen
on my face and I have succeeded walking with God, so I know how to
tell when something is of God or not. My mistakes have cost me time
and money. The good news is that God has asked me to write this
book to help you avoid the same mistakes.

 

If you benefit from this book, it means my failures didn’t go to
waste! I cannot stress enough how important it is to be intimate
with God on a regular basis, to birth something in your life from
Him. A marriage is supposed to represent your relationship with
Christ. When a married couple is intimate, they produce a child.
When you spend time with God, you also should produce children out
of that relationship. Are you producing fruit from your
relationship with God? After you have assurance in your heart of
what God has told you to do, the next step is to write down the
promise.

 

And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the
vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth
it. Hab  2:2

 

Now set your face like flint towards the goal and refuse to look
back (Isaiah 50:6-8)! Something else I want to bring up that can
stop your life from being fruitful is a spirit of intimidation. At
one time I attended a church that preached you should be under
spiritual authority at all times. What they meant was that you had
to hook up with a leader in the church and they were to become your
spiritual father. To be a good Christian and obey the Lord like I
was told, I came under submission to a spiritual father and did
what he told me to do.

 

The big problem here—God would tell me to do something and I
would tell my spiritual father and he would tell me if it was God
or not. The attitude of the church was that if you did not do what
your “spiritual father” said, you were in disobedience to authority
and in sin. After a while, the Lord moved me out of the church
(supposedly I hadn’t heard the Lord in that area either!) and I
still was having some personal problems. I prayed and prayed and
asked the Lord what the root cause was. One day when I was in the
kitchen talking to Luke, the Spirit of God came upon me and I heard
the Lord’s voice clearly say this to me:

 

“The reason you have not been able to get victory in (He
named the problem) is because you call someone else father. I told
you to never call anyone father but Me. Because of this, you get
everything that man gets whether it is good or bad or meant for you
or not. The sins of the father are passed to the children.” I
never repented so fast in my life! You have to develop a personal
relationship with Christ and learn to hear from God on your own.
Learn to be led by the Holy Spirit.

 

And do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one
Father, and he is in heaven. Matthew 23:9

 

For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men,
the Man Christ Jesus. 1 Timothy 2:5

 

There is nothing wrong with having a mentor, mentors are great
and much needed, but there is a huge difference between coaching
someone and exercising control over them. This man also tried to
speak into my life and tell me what to do even after I was married
to Luke. This is very unscriptural:

 

And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that
he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, And
said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall
cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore
they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath
joined together, let not man put asunder.Matthew 19:4-6

 

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the
Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is
the head of the church: and he is the savior of the body. Eph
5:22-23

 

Please, guard your personal relationship with Jesus and when you
are married, to your spouse. As far as continuing to try to control
your adult child, the Bible says children, not adults obey
your parents. When your child is young, you are the voice of God to
them. But, there comes a time when they have to learn to be led by
the Holy Spirit.

 

Children, obey your parents in the
Lord: for this is
right.                    

Ephesians 6:1

 

Children, obey your parents in all
things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.
                                      
Colossians 3:20

Falling Pride

In prayer one day, the Lord also revealed to me this
scripture:

Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before
a fall.

Proverbs 16:18

This scripture means that pride actually causes you to fall. I
used to think this scripture meant your pride would leave you right
before you hit rock bottom. But I have met plenty of people at the
bottom who still were very proud including me. When I was a tither,
I was so proud of myself for it. I used to look down upon people
who didn’t tithe and I thought I was spiritually superior. I
remember many years ago when a lady tried to warn me that tithing
wasn’t required by us anymore in the New Testament. I was horrified
that she was so blatantly disobedient to God’s word and was
teaching others to be disobedient as well. I was sure she was a
wolf in sheep’s clothing! I immediately looked at her modest home
and vehicle and thought, “No wonder she isn’t rich! She is under a
curse!” It makes my stomach turn I actually thought like that.

Just in case though, when I got home I prayed a quick prayer and
asked God to show me if she was by any chance right. Well He did,
but not for several years later. As much as I love attending church
and being a Christian, sometimes I am disappointed by the
unscrupulous methods in which some Christians use to squeeze money
out of their parishioners.

I co-authored a book with Christine Dickson on Catholicism
(Redeeming Catholics and their Catholicism) and studied
how the Catholic Church sells indulgences. That’s right, if you
give them enough money, you will either be forgiven of your sins or
you can spring a loved one from purgatory. We laugh at that
obviously unscriptural doctrine, but what is the difference between
that and selling blessings of financial prosperity if you will just
give your money to their church? The bible says that pure religion
is visiting widows and orphans:

Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and
to keep himself unspotted from the world. James
1:27  

Who Are The Meek?

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.
Matthew 5:5 

What is your interpretation of Matthew 5:5?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you consider yourself to be “meek?”
_________

When I first heard the above scripture in Matthew 5:5, I thought
Jesus was trying to say that the wimpy would inherit the earth. I
also thought that if the wallflowers were going to inherit the
earth, then Jesus must mean after Armageddon because right now I
see very few wimps inheriting anything and especially not the
earth! The word meek means gentle or humble. It is referring to
someone who has a spirit of humility. True humility is when you are
in agreement with the word of God, not a doormat. The
bible says in Matthew 11:12 that “the kingdom of heaven suffers
violence, and the violent take it by force.” Jesus publicly
denounced religious leaders (Matt 23:13-36) and he also went into a
church and cleaned house (Mark 11:15). Jesus was not a
wimp! 

What would happen if you applied true humility to the gifts that
God has given you? If you humble yourself and submit your gifts and
strengths to the leading of the Holy Spirit, your gifts can be used
like a missile shooting towards its target. The bible also says
that your gifts will make room for you and bring you before great
men.

A man’s gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before
great men. Proverbs 18:16

What gifts do you have that are making room for you? Those are
the ones you need to fine tune so they can be applied to get you to
where God wants you to go.

Christian Charity

Let’s move on and study how Paul told the New Testament
Christians to give:

2 Corinthians 8:1-15 (NIV) And now,
brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given
the Macedonian churches.

2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and
their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.

3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were
able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their
own,

4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing
in this service to the saints.    5 And they did not
do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and
then to us in keeping with God’s will.

6 So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning,
to bring also to completion this act of grace on your
part.

7 But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech,
in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see
that you also excel in this grace of giving.

8 I am not commanding you, but I want to
test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the
earnestness of others.

9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you
through his poverty might become rich.

10 And here is my advice about what is best for you in this
matter: Last year you were the first not only to give but also to
have the desire to do so.

11 Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do
it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your
means.

12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is
acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does
not have.  

13 Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you
are hard pressed, but that there might be equality.

14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they
need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then
there will be equality,

15 as it is written: “He who gathered much did not have too
much, and he who gathered little did not have too little.”

Notice in verses 3 and 8 that Paul did not ask for this offering
nor did he command it. The Macedonians gave it freely and actually
pleaded with Paul and the disciples to take it. He also encouraged
them to give according to their “means”   in verse 11 and
to give what they had, not what they didn’t in verse
12.

Paul continues his bragging in 2 Corinthians 9:

There is no need for me to write to you about this service
to the saints.

2 For I know your eagerness to help, and I have been
boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last
year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has
stirred most of them to action.

3 But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting
about you in this matter should not prove hollow, but that you may
be ready, as I said you would be.

4 For if any Macedonians come with me and find you
unprepared, we—not to say anything about you—would be ashamed of
having been so confident.

5 So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit
you in advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift
you had promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift,
not as one grudgingly given.  

6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously.

7 Each man should give what he has decided in his
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.

8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that
in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will
abound in every good work.

9 As it is written:  “He has scattered abroad his gifts
to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”

10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food
will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge
the harvest of your righteousness.

11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will
result in thanksgiving to God.

12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the
needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions
of thanks to God.

13 Because of the service by which you have proved
yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies
your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in
sharing with them and with everyone else.

14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to
you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you.

15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 2
Corinthians 9:1-15(NIV)

In Paul’s letter above to the Corinthians, he thanks them for
the gift they promised Him and that it was not grudgingly given
(v.5). He also mentioned in v. 6 that if you sowed sparingly that
you would reap sparingly. Paul reminds them that he did not ask for
this gift, but they first offered it to him by their own free will.
Paul exhorted them that “Each man should give what he has
decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion “(v. 7).

Our attitude is more important than the amount we give. God is
more concerned about our heart condition when we give than the
actual amount we give. It should be noted that Paul never
asked for charitable donations and neither did Jesus Christ.
Donations were given to them freely as God moved on people’s hearts
to give. In fact, one time when Jesus did need money, he received
it not from people, but from a fish’s mouth! It is never recorded
that Jesus or any of the Apostles sowed a seed of money so God
would send them more money. Jesus just did God’s will and provision
followed:

He saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus
prevented him, saying, What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the
kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their own children,
or of strangers? Peter saith unto him, Of strangers. Jesus saith
unto him, Then are the children free. Notwithstanding, lest
we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and
take up the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened
his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take,
and give unto them for me and thee. Matthew
17:25-27  

In Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians, he pointed out that he
and the other apostles went out of their way to earn their own
living while they taught the gospel:

Never once did we try to win you with flattery, as you very
well know. And God is our witness that we were not just
pretending to be your friends so you would give us money! As for
praise, we have never asked for it from you or anyone
else. As apostles of Christ we certainly had a right to
make some demands of you, but we were as gentle among you as a
mother feeding and caring for her own children. We loved you so
much that we gave you not only God's Good News but our own lives,
too. Don't you remember, dear brothers and sisters, how hard we
worked among you? Night and day we toiled to earn a living
so that our expenses would not be a burden to anyone there as we
preached God's Good News among you. 1 Thessalonians
2:5-9(NLT)  
                                                                       

Below, Paul talks about giving and receiving in his letter to
the Philippians. Notice that Paul did not ask for their
help. Paul said he didn’t seek the gift from them. He did
believe God was going to bless them because of their generosity. He
didn’t say God would bless them with more money because they gave
him money. In fact, Paul doesn’t even state what the Philippians
sent him. It could have been food, clothes or other items.

 And you Philippians yourselves well know that in the
early days of the Gospel ministry, when I left Macedonia, no church
(assembly) entered into partnership with me and opened up [a debit
and credit] account in giving and receiving except you only.
For even in Thessalonica you sent [me contributions] for my
needs, not only once but a second time. Not that I seek or am eager
for [your] gift, but I do seek and am eager for the fruit which
increases to your credit [the harvest of blessing that is
accumulating to your account].Philippians 4:15-17
(AMP)

The Love of God

 

If you have a spirit of legalism, it will sometimes be hard to
discern what is born of God and what is not. When I think of
someone with a legalistic spirit, I think of someone who insists
you do something their way. They put burdens on you that are
impossible to bear by yourself.

 

Saying the scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: All
therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but
do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not. For
they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on
men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of
their fingers (Matthew 23:2-5).

 

Legalism is obedience to the law of God without love. Remember
the Pharisees? They understood that God had given them laws to
follow, however many of them did not seek a personal relationship
with God so they had no access to God’s love. Because they did not
know God’s love, they could not understand His ways and hence they
misapplied God’s laws and added a few of their own. Because the
Pharisees lacked the love of God, they had a hard time recognizing
God’s gift to the world, His son Jesus Christ.

 

Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind,
and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both
spake and saw. And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not
this the son of David? But when the Pharisees heard it,
they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub
the prince of the devils. And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said
unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to
desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall
not stand: And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against
himself; how shall then his kingdom stand? And if I by Beelzebub
cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out?
therefore they shall be your judges. But if I cast out devils by
the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto
you. 
 Matthew12:22-28

 

True freedom in Christ is when you love God for who He is and
obey the leading of the Holy Spirit. As you obey the leading of the
Holy Spirit, you will automatically follow God’s laws. Satan wants
you to be legalistic because legalism is a substitute for receiving
God’s love. Legalistic Christians are usually the ones who are the
most hypocritical. Do you know why?

 

Because they hold themselves and others to impossible standards,
usually standards that are above and beyond what the Bible holds
you to. What God asks of you in His Word you have to do by His
power, not your own. Battling legalism is something the majority of
Christians go through. I am definitely no exception and believe the
root cause of legalism is a fear of rejection. When people have a
root of rejection, they tend to push love away. It is hard to love
God when you don’t know what love actually looks like. I view love
like when you give a gift to someone with no strings attached.

 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life (John 3:16).

 

Legalistic Christians obey the Lord with their own strength
instead of God’s strength. This is why some Christians appear to be
unstable and a turn-off to unbelievers. Stop trying to do things on
your own, submit your will to God’s will, and let Him give you the
power to walk in holiness. You are not the Holy Spirit and please
be led by Him before you start demanding that people live by your
rules. God’s love never fails, but yours will. If you are born
again, the love of God has been shed abroad in your heart by
the Holy Ghost (Romans 5:5) and with His help you can love who
He puts in your path. It is dangerous ground to add your own rules
to what the Word of God says to do and not to do.

 

What I have noticed with legalistic people is that they insist
you play by their rules of going to church, plus Bible study, plus
whatever other activity they come up with before you are accepted
into their group. It’s not a nice feeling to be put on a church’s
assembly line so they can fix you without them bothering to get to
know you first. Can you start to see the difference between
legalism and love? Love would try to get to know you and be your
friend, legalism just places you in a category and makes you
conform to rules and regulations. People obey God because they love
Him. Fear will eventually cause you to rebel against Him.

 

Fear of death drives many people to accept Jesus’ death and
resurrection, but your love for God should be the motivation that
fuels your obedience to Him. Your faith works by love, not fear
(Galatians 5:6). Ask the Lord to bind up your broken heart and give
you a revelation of what love is. I was praying with one of my
friends, asking the Lord to reveal to her how much He loved her. As
soon as I asked that, He replied. “If I revealed to her how
much I love her, it would (physically) crush her.” Wow! God’s
love is tangible.

 

Did you ever think that one of the reasons God uses us
Christians to show God’s love to others is because other people
couldn’t physically handle all of His presence? Remember, God
is love! Jesus would visit sinners and other people to get
to know them. He did not however, spend a lot of time with people
who were trying to harm Him. Jesus would preach the Word of God,
exercise love, and people would flock to Him to receive healing! Do
you want to be set free? Run to Jesus, and ask Him to set you free.
It is vital to your walk with Christ to have a home church. God
gave us pastors for a reason, so make sure the church you attend is
where the Lord told you to go. How do you receive God’s love? By
accepting yourself, forgiving others, and receiving what Jesus did
for you on the cross. It sounds easy, but I know from experience it
is not and I still have a long way to go in this area. If you
continue to pray and read God’s Word, and possibly seek deliverance
from experienced deliverance counselors, your hurts will begin to
heal.

 

I know what emotional pain is. I know what it is like to carry
what feels like physical pain in your soul. I also know what it
feels like when you get physically sick to your stomach from the
emotional trauma. God took me through many steps to receive
healing, including demonic deliverance, I am 100% better. In
frustration over some of my actions one day, I told the Lord I
wasn’t Jesus and didn’t think I could ever be like Him. Do you know
what the Lord said to me? He said, “I don’t want you to be
Jesus, I want you to be yourself and sin not.” Doesn’t that
set you free? If something is born of God, He will tell you to do
it first, then He will open the door and lead the way.
This covers the first commandment and ensures that God is in
control and the one doing the leading. Read how the Lord called
Simon Peter.

 

Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and
Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they were
fishers. Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will
make you to become fishers of men. And straightway they forsook
their nets, and followed him. And when he had gone a
little farther thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John
his brother, who also were in the ship mending their nets. And
straightway he called them: and they left their father Zebedee in
the ship with the hired servants, and went after
him.           
Mark 1:16-20

 

As you already know, Peter’s ministry was very successful and
still is, long after he died. If you are trying to make something
work, chances are what you are doing is not of God. You may come
against opposition as you are moving in the direction the Lord has
told you to move, but there is a huge difference between opposition
and trying to place a square peg in a round hole. When God tells
you to do something, you will have peace about it, plus, when you
talk about it and think about it, you will have supernatural joy in
your spirit man. Learn to trust your heart, not your emotions, your
heart. Learn that when the Holy Spirit moves upon you to do
something, typically, it will be a blessing to others. The Bible
says you will know a tree by its fruit.

 

Before you go in a particular direction, stop and ask yourself
what kind of fruit will your decision produce? Sometimes you will
need direction from the Lord concerning buying a house or a car or
taking a certain job. In those types of cases, spend some alone
time with God reading His Word. You also need to worship Him and
sometimes pray in tongues about the situation so your spirit can
discern what the Holy Spirit is communicating to you. In all
situations, let the peace of God be the final judge. If you have
lost your peace, and want to find it, obey this scripture:

 

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Phil
4:5-7

 

When I was married to my first husband, I prayed many times that
God would straighten him out and send him home. After months of
praying, the Lord finally revealed to me that He doesn’t have to
finish what He never started. Meaning: He never told me to marry
the guy in the first place. According to God’s Word, I was not
supposed to marry an unbeliever. It was not God’s fault my marriage
fell apart—I should have obeyed His Word. I have a question for
you: how do you know you are saved and on your way to heaven? You
just know that you know, right? Your spirit bears witness with
God’s Spirit that you are His child. When God is leading you in a
certain direction, you will have a knowing in your spirit and your
spirit will bear witness with God’s spirit.

 

Trust your intuition! One day when I was praying with my friend
Christine about hearing God’s voice, she wanted to know how I would
just know God was telling me to do something. The Lord told me to
tell her, “Follow your intuition.” When your spirit is
regenerated and you have the Holy Spirit in you, you can trust your
instinct. Don’t do things that go against your conscience and
repent when you sin. This will help you stay sensitive to God’s
leading. Also, stop worrying! Worry is fear. You are
irresponsible when you fret all the time. How are you supposed to
understand His guidance when you don’t control your thoughts?

 

For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ, 2 Corinthians 10:4-5

 

Did you read that? You are to bring your thoughts into
captivity, and that includes worrisome thoughts. You must stand
against fear. I’ve done it many times, the more you do it, the
easier it gets, so get started now. I used to be afraid of driving
a car because of a bad wreck I got into when I was younger. 
My life was spared, thanks to God’s direct intervention, but I was
too freaked out to drive after that. A few people tried to teach me
to drive, but I would get behind the wheel and freeze! Finally,
after I moved home to Houston, my mom decided to help me drive.

 

I was determined to conquer this fear and move on with my life.
When she would take me out driving, I would mumble over and over
under my breath, “God has not given me a spirit of fear, but of
power and love and of a sound mind.” Several days later, during one
of my driving lessons, while I was mumbling that scripture, I felt
something leave me. It went straight through the top of my head and
shoulders. That something was a spirit of fear. As soon as it left,
I could drive with no apprehension whatsoever. The only ones afraid
now when I am behind the wheel are the passengers!

 

Do yourself a favor and shake off the fear. You are the one who
is supposed to have authority over fear, not the other way around!
Let’s look at another Bible story of how Peter overcame the world’s
system.

 

But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with
waves: for the wind was contrary. And in the fourth watch of the
night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. And when the
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying,
It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. But straightway Jesus
spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.
And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid
me come unto thee on the water. And he said, Come. And when Peter
was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to
Jesus. But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and
beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. And immediately
Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him,
O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? And
when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased.Matthew
14:24-32

 

Jesus told Peter to get out of the boat, he didn’t do
it without God’s authority. God’s word to Peter to get out of the
boat gave him the faith to do so. Peter did request
permission first, so asking the Lord something before you
do it is a fantastic idea. I would say that walking on water is
overcoming the world, wouldn’t you?

 

Why did Peter fall into the water?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Peter looked around at the storm and got into fear. Fear caused
Peter to fall. Learn from his mistake. A few years ago when my
husband Luke and I were pulling up to a grocery store, the Lord
told me to wait in the car because He wanted to speak to me. After
Luke got out of the car, the Spirit of the Lord came upon me and
told me to quit my job. I ran inside the store to tell Luke the
good news, but when I did, he got into fear and insisted that I
keep it. To be obedient to Luke as head of the household, I stayed
put.

 

But, every time I showed up to work it was like a heavy weight
was upon me. The assistant manager began to harass me for no
reason, and actually had the audacity to call me into the office to
write me up for something I didn’t do. When that happened, I looked
at her and said, “Don’t bother writing me up, this is my two-week
notice.” As soon as I said that I felt the weight lift off me and
knew I had done the right thing. I knew I had to obey God over man,
even if it was my husband.

 

When I called Luke from work and told him, he started seeking
God as to where I was to work. He prayed in tongues for a while and
the Lord dropped the name of a company into his spirit that he was
unfamiliar with. He called the company and they needed someone
immediately with my experience! When I came home, he had an
application waiting. I was hired instantly and made more money.
Guess how I quit that job? The Lord spoke to me one day out of the
blue and told me to quit that job and write the book Where’s My
Mate?  The book was completed and published in exactly
one year to the day I resigned! Another time before I met Luke and
after I was divorced, I had the people at my Bible study pray that
God would reveal my calling to me. The next day after work—I was
spending the summer in Destin, Florida—I went to the beach to catch
a few rays. I had brought my Bible and when I opened it, the page
was 1 Corinthians.

 

On the first line, the word apostle literally lifted
off the page and got real big right in front of me. Then, as clear
as day, I heard the Lord’s voice say He had called me to be an
apostle. I jumped off my beach towel and said, “I can’t do that,
I’m a woman!” The Lord said it again: “I have called you to be an
apostle.” It sounded audible. When my friend Jessie came to pick me
up, I told her what happened and asked if she knew what an apostle
was. She told me she wasn’t sure, but knew Paul in the Bible was
one. We prayed together asking God to confirm His word. I was a
little freaked out because I had it in my head that a woman could
not have a five-fold ministry calling. A few days later, I was
rummaging around in an Episcopalian Church’s resale shop for
Christian teaching books.

 

I had led some people to Christ that summer and needed tools to
help them on their walk. While I was searching I found a book
called The Shaping of an Apostle by June Newman Davis
which was about a woman apostle. A couple of days later at the same
store, a book literally fell off the shelf in front of me. When I
picked it up, it was another book about apostles by John Eckhardt.
That same day, I found two more books about the apostolic ministry
by John Eckhardt on those shelves! I cried all the way through
those books. God will confirm His word to you if you ask Him
to!

 

A great way to open yourself up to hearing the Lord is by
filling your life with anointed worship music. When you praise Him
it is a lot easier to receive and understand what His plan is for
you. Speaking in tongues is also extremely important in receiving
what the Lord has for you because when you pray in tongues you are
praying out the Lord’s perfect will for that particular situation.
When something bad happens in your life, and you pray in tongues
led by the Holy Spirit, you authorize the Lord to work in that
situation and turn what Satan meant for evil into good.

 

  Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for
we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit
itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be
uttered.  And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the
mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints
according to the will of God. And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose. Romans 8:26-29

 

Praying in tongues is a key factor if you want to birth
something out in the spirit. Look how often Paul prayed in tongues
and he wrote the majority of the New Testament! Peter prayed in
tongues and his shadow healed the sick! I believe there is a direct
correlation to walking in victory with God on a regular basis and
how much you pray in tongues. Please ask the Holy Spirit to pray
through you in utterance given by Him. You will be praying out
God’s perfect will in a situation. You will also be edifying your
spirit man. If you are closed-minded to speaking in tongues, you
are the one missing out! Don’t knock something till you try it! You
can only pray so much in your native language. Praying in your
God-given language brings God on the scene fast since you will be
praying out God’s perfect will.

 

If you would like to pray in tongues led by the Holy Spirit,
pray this prayer:

 

Father God, I thank You that I am forgiven of all of my
sins and Your Son Jesus Christ is my personal Lord and Savior.
Please baptize me right now with Your Holy Spirit so I can start
praying in tongues. I receive it now by faith. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

 

Another tool God has given you is speaking His word out loud.
Jesus answered the devil in the wilderness by saying, “It is
written” when the devil came to plant doubt in Jesus’ mind about
who God had called Him to be and His purpose on earth (Matthew 4).
If Satan did it to Jesus, what makes you think that he’s not going
to try it with you? I want you to speak the following scriptures
out loud three times apiece including the words “It is
written.”

 

It is written I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me (Philippians 4:13).

 

It is written With God all things
are possible (Mark 10:27).

 

It is written The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel
to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable
year of the Lord (Luke 4:18-19).

 

It is written Behold, I give unto
you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you (Luke
10:19).

 

It is written Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you
(James 4:7).

 

How do you feel now? A little more powerful, right?  God’s
spoken word is very powerful and you need to practice speaking it
out loud. My mom used to tell me I was like a bull in a china shop.
She was right and still is. But you know what? I get things done. I
refuse to hold back, I have to take chances. I cannot stand to keep
the status quo in my life. I have to produce fruit.

 

When I was not obeying God, the chances I took led me down the
wrong path. Now that I am obeying His Word, I am heading in the
right direction. It doesn’t mean I do everything perfectly,
sometimes my big mouth has gotten me into trouble, but that wasn’t
God’s fault, He didn’t always tell me to open it! As I have allowed
Him, God has step by step taken me through some amazing doors of
opportunity in life. Doors that would not have opened without His
divine intervention.

 

His favor is truly on my life. I have seen and done things that
without God’s favor would have never happened. His mercy truly does
endure forever! I know, because some of the things I have, I don’t
deserve, and I didn’t earn, I just received them by faith.

 

But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much
is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have
committed much, of him they will ask the more (Luke
12:48).

 

How responsible are you? How much responsibility are you willing
to take on? Is there a hole in your pocket where finances are
concerned or are you a great financial manager? Do you lie or can
you be trusted? What about your word? Do you do what you say you
are going to do? Responsibility is very important to God. There
will be times of proving and testing in your walk with Him (1 Peter
1:7).

 

How faithful are you? Are you willing to go the extra mile or do
you try to get away with as little as possible? Don’t complain you
never get anywhere in life when you refuse responsibility. How do
you treat your spouse if you are married? Are you physically or
verbally abusive?

 

Do you have a roving eye? Do you really think God doesn’t take
into consideration your unfaithfulness when looking for someone to
promote? If you were God and looking for someone to give a big
project to see to completion, would you hire you? You can believe
God for something till you are blue in the face, and you may even
get it, but shame on you if your irresponsible habits cause you to
drop the ball.

 

One of the greatest lessons I learned is that adversity is an
asset. Adversity forces growth. Since adversity plagues most
people, you might as well befriend it and use it to your benefit.
Why so many rags-to-riches stories? Because when people find
themselves in rags and look around and see others in riches, they
either get a vision or they get jealous and resentful. The people
who get a vision succeed and the people who get jealous walk around
criticizing the successful ones.

 

If you really want to change your circumstances, start spending
time with God and let Him reveal His perfect plan for your life. If
you choose to try to get out of your current situation without
God’s help, you will more than likely compromise your moral beliefs
somewhere along the line. Eventually, lying, stealing, and
manipulation will blow up in your face.

 

When God gives you a plan and you obey Him, you will produce
fruit that remains and keep your conscience clear. Your
expectations in life will carry you as far as you want to go. Do
you expect success or failure? Poverty or riches? If you are
single, do you expect a great spouse or a so-so one? I cannot
stress enough how much believing in yourself really works. How do
you believe in yourself?

 

Start by changing your environment. If you are listening to
negative and sad music or negative and sad movies and TV shows,
what do you think is going to happen to you? I used to watch a
popular TV show where there was always a murder and the detectives
had to figure out who the murderer was. I loved trying to guess who
it was before the end of the show. The TV series showed violent
images of murders and bodies. I started having nightmares about
friends or family members getting murdered. I would always wake up
in a bad mood and it would affect the rest of my day. I had to
eventually stop watching my beloved show.

 

Early in my marriage to Luke I was addicted to a soap opera.
Luke and I would get into fights almost on a daily basis over
virtually nothing. Sometimes we couldn’t figure out why we were
snapping at each other. I sought the Lord for an answer. He
revealed that a spirit of strife was coming into our house by my
watching that soap opera. There went another show. Several times
Luke and I have had to walk out of or turn off movies because of
what they were promoting. I was at a friend’s birthday party one
night where they were playing ’80s music. I sang along with
everyone else, reliving the good ole days.

 

The next morning when I woke up, it felt like I was covered with
vomit. I felt a huge pressure on my chest I could not shake off.
Finally, I prayed and asked the Lord what was causing the pressure.
He told me I had opened a doorway to Satan by singing the words to
several songs. As soon as I repented and cast the demon off and
closed all doors to Satan, the burden lifted.

 

Think about this: if you get born again by the words of your
mouth, and receive the Holy Ghost by what you say, what makes you
think you can’t receive an unholy spirit by the words you speak?
There was another TV show I used to watch about some white witches.
I know I should have never watched it, but I did. I started having
problems at work, I began using superstitious methods for getting
sales instead of trusting God for provision.

 

Again, I sought the Lord for the root cause and He showed me I
had picked up a spirit of superstition from the show. If you have
friends or family members who speak negative things into your life,
you either need to ask them to stop, or distance yourself from
them. Their negative words will chip away at your confidence—it is
your responsibility to regulate what you let your ears
hear and your eyes see. During a trying season in my life, I was
really struggling with depression. Now God had delivered me from
depression previously, but this was different. I felt pressure on
my mind and sometimes like I was barreling down a black hole.
Sounds weird, but I don’t know how else to describe it. Anyway,
this went on for months with no relief. During a Joyce Meyer
conference while I was worshiping the Lord, out of the blue, Joyce
said from the stage: “In the name of Jesus I command a spirit of
depression to leave!”

 

All of the sudden, I felt something attached to my back unwrap
what felt like arms and legs from around me lift off and leave.
Suddenly my joy came bubbling back. Then the spirit of the Lord
revealed to me that I had picked it up by allowing my mom to speak
derogatory words towards me over the phone.

 

For you to complete an assignment from God, you need to be led
by the Holy Spirit every step of the way. For you to succeed at
anything, you need to have an environment that helps promote that
dream.

 

Do you need to change your environment?
_________

 

If so, what steps are you going to take to do
so?

 


	________________________________________________

	________________________________________________

	________________________________________________

	________________________________________________

	________________________________________________



 

I keep myself stocked with inspirational books, movies, and
music. Worship music is extremely powerful and you need to practice
listening to it. My cell phone ringer plays Awesome God by
Rich Mullins, so every time it rings, I hear an encouraging song.
One of the songs I have been playing over and over in my car lately
is Victory by Yolanda Adams. The chorus is “I’ve got the
victory, I’ve got the sweet, sweet victory in Jesus.” Can you see
how singing along to a song like this on a regular basis puts you
in a better frame of mind to receive a victory from God? Can you
see how always listening to songs about how your lover cheated on
you and dumped you can start causing you to breed suspicion against
your spouse, or if you are single, against the opposite gender? You
will begin to attract the thing you fear, so you had better start
getting rid of things that fuel it.

 

What you sow in your heart and mind will eventually produce a
harvest. Your spirit, soul, and body are gifts from God and you
need to take care of them. Don’t blame God for failures in your
life if you are hanging around with the wrong people, listening to
wrong things, and speaking critical words all the time. It’s time
to start exercising some self-control. Please observe what you
allow into your life and get rid of stuff that will hinder your
success. Start adding things to encourage it. Don’t forget to watch
what you say! Make sure you cultivate your character and stay in a
right relationship with God.

 

When I was a young Christian, it was easy for me to lay hands on
the sick and watch them get instantly healed physically. I would
pray for people and I could actually feel the weight of God’s
anointing come on me. One time I was praying for a couple and when
I started praying, God opened my eyes to see into the spirit realm
and I actually saw what looked like a cape come upon me. I got into
fear when I saw it and the cape left. When I realized what
happened, I asked for God’s forgiveness and for Him to heal the
person anyway. He did and the couple testified in church the next
week about their instant healing. I could also prophesy a lot and
be right on target.

 

Unfortunately, I got into a lot of spiritual pride with very
little love toward others. I ended up hearing a sermon about how
you can be anointed, but you end up hurting people because of your
bad character and lack of love. It pierced my heart when I heard
the sermon and I asked God to remove any anointing my character
couldn’t sustain and only give it back when I could handle it. He
answered me instantly.

 

For the next several years, to get someone a physical healing, I
first had to teach them about healing from the Bible and cultivate
their faith before they could receive a healing. Occasionally, I
would get a word of wisdom or knowledge for a person, but I didn’t
see the amount of physical miracles I had seen. Finally in church
one day, I got a revelation in my heart that God gave me my gifts
and talents to benefit others and that is what they were to be used
for. I was a very selfish person.

 

When I received the revelation, I poured out my soul to God and
asked for His forgiveness. I realized how my lack of love had
affected others. He responded to my prayer for forgiveness by
saying, “I am returning the full measure of the anointing I had on
your life. Your character can now sustain it.” It brings tears to
my eyes just to think about that day. I really don’t deserve His
mercy, but He has given it to me anyway and I am glad He has more
faith in me than I have in myself.

 

The Law of the Pharisees

 

Since what is born of the flesh is displeasing to God, what then
does please God? That is an easy answer. FAITH. Faith pleases God.
The Pharisees had more faith in their laws than they did God. God’s
laws were written to protect us, not as a substitute for a
relationship with Him. In the New Testament, Jesus died to annul
the whole system of Jewish laws:

 

Ephesians 2:14-15 (TLB) For Christ himself
is our way of peace. He has made peace between us Jews and you
Gentiles by making us all one family, breaking down the wall of
contempt that used to separate us. By his death he ended the angry
resentment between us, caused by the Jewish laws which favored the
Jews, and excluded the Gentiles, for he died to annul that
whole system of Jewish laws. Then he took the two groups
that had been opposed to each other and made them parts of himself;
thus he fused us together to become one new person, and at last
there was peace.

 

The King James Version of the bible says this:

 

Ephesians 2:14-15 For he is our peace, who hath
made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition
between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even
the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to
make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;

 

In the New Testament, when Jesus rose again, He cancelled the
curse of the law:

 

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for us: for it is written,
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:  Galatians
3:13

 

New Testament means New Covenant. Read Hebrews below:

 

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh,
Hebrews 10:19-20 (NKJV)

 

Are you in a mess right now? God’s deliverance for you is for
the taking, just ask Him in Jesus’ name for it. Since it is the
Holy Spirit’s job to bring order, ask Him to bring order to your
life, and this includes your finances. Sometimes God will give you
an instant miracle, but most of the time it is a step by step
process. The bible says we are changed into the same image of
Christ by a step by step process (2 Cor3:17-19).

 

In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit did not live inside of us,
and our hearts were “wicked and deceitful” (Jer. 17:9). You could
not trust them. That is why in the Old Testament the people had to
be led by laws, prophets and priests.  Now in the New
Testament era when you get born again, God takes out your old stony
heart and gives you a new heart of flesh (Ez. 36:26). Also, the
bible says God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit will make their home
inside you (John 14:23). You cannot always trust your
emotions, but if you are born again and walking holy
before the Lord, you can trust your heart! Remember, the love of
God has been shed abroad in your heart by the Holy Spirit (Rom.
5:5) and the bible says faith works by love (Gal. 5:6). As long as
your motive is love, God’s love, your faith to pray for something
will work. My biggest regret in life is wasted time.

 

I have wasted time worrying and keeping up appearances for
people who don’t really care about me. I have been a fake in the
greatest sense of the word. I had forsaken my God given time here
on earth for a spirit of worry and fear about things I could do
nothing about. I haven’t always enjoyed the life God has blessed me
with. I was always waiting for my finances to get in order, or for
me to lose enough weight or get married or…? I became bitterly
grieved when I came to the realization that I had wasted many
years, in fact most of my life not really living. I was always
waiting to reach the pinnacle of success to finally enjoy life. I
wasted my teen years and my 20’s stressed out and living in fear of
the future.

 

I realize I cannot get back the years I have thrown away. I
choose this day to enjoy life to the fullest and truly live every
second God has given me on this earth whether or not I am rich or
poor, fat or thin, or if people approve of my lifestyle. I choose
today to really live life from my heart and place my faith in God
while trusting He already knows my future. My husband and I have a
saying to say to each other if we start to worry. It is “SWTL”
which means Stop Waiting
To Live.

 

Which way do you choose to go?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Luke’s Story

 

OK, my turn for a bit. Bethany felt the Lord ask her to include
this in her book, so I hope this is a blessing to you. My first
“real” job out of college was working for a home builder in
Houston, Texas. The builder shall remain nameless. When I went to
work for the company, it was definitely the lord leading me into
the position. I went through some trials with the company, but I
stuck it out, and the Lord greatly blessed me. Then after I had my
greatest blessing, I had the most unbelievable event happen to me.
One evening, I heard something I was never supposed to hear, and
the president of the company knew I heard it, and if I chose to go
to his boss or even the media, not only would his career have been
over, but I probably could have received some large settlement if I
was that sort of person.

 

The evening I heard this information, I left work knowing I was
in trouble. In my church, there were two lawyers and a judge I knew
well. I talked to them about the situation, and each of them told
me what would happen if I chose different courses of action. After
deep consideration, I decided not to do anything.

 

The next morning was our weekly company meeting, where I would
see the president. He called me into his office, and he was
extremely nervous. He had another man with him I didn’t recognize
who was also very nervous. They politely asked me to sit down,
which I did.

 

They began to go through some digging to find out what I knew,
and I stopped them. I told them that during the previous night I
had spoken to two attorneys and one judge about the details of the
situation, and that I had made my decision. (I wish you could have
seen their faces. I call it corporate panic.) I told them I wasn’t
going to do anything, I was just going to let it go. I told them I
didn’t want a mess, and there was no reason to pursue it any
farther.

 

They shot sideways glances at each other, not having expected
that I had those kinds of resources or that response. The look also
communicated a knowledge that if they did anything to me at that
point, they would be in all kinds of trouble. For the moment, I was
untouchable.

 

Life went on for about a year. I was selling and closing houses.
My customers were quite happy, and everything seemed pretty normal.
One week, I had a very good week and sold two houses during the
middle of the week. The Thursday of that week, the AC in my model
was broken, it was 90 degrees outside, and I decided to go have a
long lunch. (It was during the middle of the week, and who was
going to walk in to a model home that was hotter inside than it was
outside?) When I came back from lunch, our new sales manager was
sitting at my desk, visibly upset. She began to berate me a little,
and things seemed odd.

 

Then she blurted, “Luke, your fired.” I couldn’t believe it. I
quickly did some math, and told her that made no sense. I had the
highest sales in the company and my track record was spotless. My
customer satisfaction numbers were the highest in the city! I asked
her what was going on, and she just said my performance was down,
and they were letting me go. I won’t go on much longer, I just
pointed out the facts and how those facts were completely unrelated
to her claims. (Texas is a work-at-will state, so employers don’t
have to give you any reason to fire you, they can do it any time
they like. If they give you a reason, and you have even a shred of
evidence contradicting it, you can collect unemployment insurance
and that company’s insurance premiums go up.)

 

I was furious and confused. I told her she couldn’t fire me and
that I was quitting. (In hindsight that was a really stupid move.
That was just better for them – I couldn’t collect unemployment!) I
was mad, and I stormed out of the office, having no clue what
happened.

 

It turns out about a year later I stopped by an old friend’s
model to catch up. She was working with me at that company during
the time I was fired. She was the woman who trained me, and I still
keep in touch with her to this day. I asked Trina what happened,
and she told me what she knew. I won’t go into the details, but
basically I got back stabbed by the president because one of the
young sales girls who flirted shamelessly with the president wanted
my community. So he gave it to her. That seemed to make sense, and
I was angry, and I now had someone to blame.

 

A couple of years later, I was looking around for another
company to work for, and I thought of this old company. All the
senior management had moved on, all new management who were nice
people from what I heard, and again my sales record was strong. I
could have worked anywhere, but I had a good time while working
there, so I thought I would make the correct acquaintances and let
them know I was interested.

 

After I had done all the things I should have done, the sales
manager called me back and said he wasn’t interested. This seemed
odd after the last time I spoke to him he was really eager to get
me into an interview and get the ball rolling. Then it dawned on
me.

 

The sales manager had looked through my old company file, and
the president had made a note of what happened and that I was a
potential liability. The president had waited for almost a year,
and then fired me to remove the liability I posed. I had never even
considered that is what happened. The sales manager had no interest
in re-hiring a potential problem.

 

Then I was really mad, and that’s when I got in trouble. You
see, when I became offended at that president, I opened the door
wide open for satan (I never capitalize his name). In 2 Timothy
2:26, Paul writes that “and that they may recover themselves out of
the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.”
Someone who is offended is snared by the devil, and they are taken
captive by him to do his will.

 

Now I guarantee you I never woke up and said “Hmm, I wonder how
I will serve satan today?” But I did hold offense and react
incorrectly to situations when I should have had the character to
glorify God. In those moments, I was definitely doing satan’s will.
So there was the picture, a “born again Christian”, bitter and
resentful and doing damage to other people. I was not doing Gods
will all the time.

 

It was only recently the Lord corrected me of this. This was
after about 6 years and quite a few jobs and really abusive bosses.
I mean the whole lot of them. You wouldn’t believe me if I told
you. I accepted working assignments under men who were verbally
abusive and called themselves Christians, and generally gave me
plenty of reason to become offended. Some of you don’t relate, and
some of you are thinking “that’s not normal?”

 

The good news is that the Lord did have mercy to correct me on
this point and show me how to break the cycle. I am no longer
worried about offense. John Bevere has a great book out on this
subject called the Bait of Satan. (This is the second plug
I am putting in this book for John. At the time of this writing, I
don’t even know him nor do I have any business relationship to him
or his publisher other than I bought the book. His work is quite
good. I applaud his earnestness in seeking the Lord.)

 

One day during an interview with Joyce Meyer, Joyce asked John
and his wife about offense, and they gave their testimony. During
that testimony, John said that Offense will either make you
stronger or it will make you bitter, but it will never leave you
the same.

 

I was stunned, and so was my wife. She was crying and repenting
(which I always think is great – I love you honey!) We realized we
had been carrying around all kinds of junk for way too long, and
who did we think we were anyway? We also realized that we were the
source of a lot of our trials. We already knew that, but we didn’t
know why. This revelation put a lot of pieces in place.

 

We had gone through some crazy stuff in our marriage, hardships
no one should have to face. So much of that was because people had
done us wrong, and we became offended, and we began to be jaded.
There is nothing sadder than a jaded Christian. Brother or sister,
if that’s you, I have been there, and please let it go. Pray with
me please, from your heart, right now.

 

Father, I come before you in the name of Jesus, and I am
sorry. I am sorry I have misrepresented you, and I am sorry for
wasting your time and my time. Offense stops today, and I will no
longer carry around resentment towards ____________. Please give me
the grace to let it go, and please remind me to pray for that
person until I am so free I can see them again and not be hurt.
Amen.

 

You see, that is the point. We need to be available to do Gods
will. If we are limping around holding onto hurt, over time that
will steer us off course. God wants us on His plan, on His
timetable, receiving His finances. Did I experience Gods miracles
over and over during that time, sure I did. But did I go through
hardships that were unnecessary? Sure I did.

 

Offense is a trap of satan. I should know. My last name is
Scanlon. The origin of that word is the same word that the word
“offense” is derived – scandalon.

 

I had read John’s book years ago, and I knew about offense, but
I had gotten caught in the trap. The trap isn’t so much the
problem, it’s the bait that Satan uses. The bait is the
“scandalon”, or the “offense”. As soon as the animal would take the
bait, the trap would close, and the animal was caught.

 

You can be sure that offense is bait, and you can either take it
or leave it. Odd, that sounds a lot like what God told Cain in
Genesis 1:3-8

 

“(3)And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of
the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord. And Abel, he
also brought of the firstlings of his flock and the fat thereof.(4)
And the lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering: (5) but
unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very
wroth, and his countenance fell. (6) And the Lord said unto Cain,
Why art thou wroth? And why is thy countenance fallen? (7)
If thou  doest well, shall thou not be accepted? And
if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall
be his desire, and thou shall rule over him.”

 

The Living Translation offers it this way: “(6) ‘Why are
you angry?’ the Lord asked him. ‘Why is you face so dark with rage?
(7) It can be bright with joy if you will do what you should! But
if you refuse to obey, watch out. Sin is waiting to attack you,
longing to destroy you. But you can conquer it!’”

 

Deliver yourself today. Here is something else the Lord showed
me after I had gone through some repenting. He showed me that
anytime something consumes our attention, such as a fiasco that you
have to work hard at to stay out of offense, that situation is
usually a decoy that satan uses to distract us from the thing that
we should have our eyes upon.

 

If we are prayed up, seeking the Lord with all our heart, it
will be very hard for satan to get us all riled up. We can simple
recognize his scheme, and bless God by trusting Him, and move on
with our lives. The word says in Romans we are to consider
ourselves dead to sin. Have you ever tried to take advantage of a
dead man? Pretty hard huh? What about trying to make a dead man
angry? That’s hard too – right?

 

We are dead to the world and alive in Christ. “I beseech you
therefore, bretheren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is you
reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

 

Matters of the Heart  

If you could look into your heart right now, what would
you find?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you know that it says in God’s word that if we judge
ourselves, we won’t be judged?

For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be
judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened
of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world. 1
Corinthians 11:31-32(KJV)

In 1 Samuel we can see God does not take lightly disobedience
and He does punish those who disobey Him. If you read 1 Samuel 2
you can see that The Lord tolerated Eli the Priest’s sons sin for a
season, but then judgment came:

1 Samuel 2:27-36  And there came a man of God
unto Eli, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Did I plainly
appear unto the house of thy father, when they were in Egypt in
Pharaoh’s house? And did I choose him out of all the tribes of
Israel to be my priest, to offer upon mine altar, to burn incense,
to wear an ephod before me? and did I give unto the house of thy
father all the offerings made by fire of the children of Israel?
Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and at mine offering, which I
have commanded in my habitation; and honourest thy sons above me,
to make yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the offerings of
Israel my people? Wherefore the LORD God of Israel saith, I
said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy father, should
walk before me for ever: but now the LORD saith, Be it far from me;
for them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me
shall be lightly esteemed. Behold, the days come, that I will cut
off thine arm, and the arm of thy father’s house, that there shall
not be an old man in thine house. And thou shalt see an enemy in my
habitation, in all the wealth which God shall give Israel: and
there shall not be an old man in thine house for ever. And the man
of thine, whom I shall not cut off from mine altar, shall be to
consume thine eyes, and to grieve thine heart: and all the increase
of thine house shall die in the flower of their age. And this shall
be a sign unto thee, that shall come upon thy two sons, on Hophni
and Phinehas; in one day they shall die both of them. And
I will raise me up a faithful priest, that shall do according to
that which is in mine heart and in my mind: and I will build him a
sure house; and he shall walk before mine anointed for ever. And it
shall come to pass, that every one that is left in thine house
shall come and crouch to him for a piece of silver and a morsel of
bread, and shall say, Put me, I pray thee, into one of the priests’
offices, that I may eat a piece of bread.

You should also notice judgment came to Eli too because he was
the head priest and he did not put a stop to his son’s behavior in
the temple of God. I believe this story is an excellent example of
how God feels about sin and the reality of His judgment.
Unfortunately neither Eli nor his son’s repented of their behavior
and this prophecy (below) came to pass.

1 Samuel 3:11-14 And the LORD said to Samuel,
Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of
every one that heareth it shall tingle. In that day I will
perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his
house: when I begin, I will also make an end. For I have told him
that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he
knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained
them not. And therefore I have sworn unto the house of
Eli, that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be purged with
sacrifice nor offering for ever.

Why am I bringing up the judgment of God against sinners?
Because I think it is only fair you know how the Lord looks upon
sin and what he does about it. Ungodly people may look like they
are flourishing, but it is only temporary. Typically these people
have no internal peace and they are miserable after the initial
pleasure of sin wears off. If you don’t have a personal
relationship with God through His son Jesus Christ, you must repent
of all of your sins first with godly sorrow and believe in your
heart and confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord. Jesus said
you must forgive all of those who have sinned against you if you
want God to forgive you of your sins. If this is something you
would like to do, please read the following scriptures and then
pray the prayer afterwards:

Mark 11:25  And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye
have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven
may forgive you your trespasses.

1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Romans 10:9-11  That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation. For the scripture saith,
Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be
repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 2
Cor 7:10 

Prayer of Repentance

God, please forgive me of all of my sins including
unforgiveness. I ask that the blood of your son Jesus Christ would
now wash my sin record as white as snow in your book of
remembrance. I believe in my heart and confess with my mouth that
your son Jesus Christ is the Messiah, he walked on this earth in
the flesh and He was crucified on a Roman cross for my sins and
rose again. This Jesus is my Lord and Savior. Please fill me now
with your Holy Spirit and I ask that your Holy Spirit would bring
order to every area of my life. In your Son Jesus’ name,
AMEN.

The Meaning of Life

What is your definition of “the meaning of
life?”


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you like to know the secret of the meaning of life? It is
in the words of Jesus:

Matthew 22:37-39 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And
the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself.

LOVE! Loving God and then loving your neighbor is the meaning of
life. Neighbor in the Hebrew means the one closest to you, friend
or companion. The meaning of life isn’t how attractive you are or
how rich you are, it is about love. It is about compassion. While
you are alive look through the eyes of love so you will have God’s
motive in a situation. What would love do? Love is kind, love is
patient, and love covers a multitude of sins. Love is not being
nice all of the time, love is doing the right thing.

God’s love is unconditional, so when you give out of love it
should also be unconditional, meaning no strings attached. God
loved us so much he gave his only son so that you may go to heaven
and be with Him for eternity. His son Jesus died on a cross so you
right now can have a personal relationship with Him. He loves you
that much. God loves you and you do not have to give him your money
to gain favor with Him, you already have it. There is therefore
no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Rom
8:1).

If you are in Jesus, you already have God’s approval and you do
not have to do anything to earn it. You can not give away enough
money to receive God’s blessing and if you could what was the point
of the cross? God has already provided everything you ever need, it
is yours for the asking. Jesus Christ became a curse so you could
be free from curses (Gal 3:13). Love is the secret to the meaning
of life.

Love God and love the one closest to you. Sometimes we go
through so much suffering ourselves it is hard to see outside of
our little world, but when you go through those hard times look
around you and see the suffering of others and know if you have the
ability to help someone else in need, you should. In doing so, you
have taken away just one more bit of pain and hardship in this
world. Prayer is free, prayer is powerful and it changes lives. You
can give prayer, an encouraging word and you can always share a
smile or a hug.  Jesus says in John 13:35 “by this shall
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to
another”. It does not say by how much money we have or how
much we give away.

Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous;
love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly;
it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into
account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but
rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never
fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they
will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there
is knowledge, it will be done away. For we know in part and we
prophesy in part; but when the perfect comes, the partial will be
done away. When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think
like a child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away
with childish things. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then
face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just
as I also have been fully known. But now faith, hope, love,
abide these three; but the greatest of these is love.
           1
Corinthians 13:4-13(NASB)

 










Chapter 8
Finances that are born of God


Finances that are born of
God

 

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this
is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith 1
John 5:4.

 

According to the scripture verse above, what will
overcome the world?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Are you where you want to be financially?
_________ 

 

Are all of your financial needs met?
___________ 

 

If you answered “no” to either one or both of the above
questions, why not?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Only what is born of God will overcome the world, nothing
else. The Lord revealed to me that unbelievers cannot do anything
born of the Spirit because their spirit man is unregenerate. 
He showed me that the Old Testament represents the flesh, and the
New Testament represents the Spirit. The ultimate story that
illustrates something born of the Spirit is the impregnation of the
Virgin Mary and the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
God is spirit and He will drop His seed (promise) into your spirit,
but you have to want it. You have to be born of God, with a
personal relationship with Christ. Spirit begets spirit and flesh
begets flesh. You must have the Spirit of God within you. In the
Old Testament, we were led by the law, but in the New Testament you
are led by the Spirit.  

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so
that ye cannot do the things that ye would. But if ye be led of the
Spirit, ye are not under the law   Galatians
5:17-18.

An excellent example of something born of the Spirit is when
Paul had a vision of a man from Macedonia asking him to come to
Macedonia to help them. When Paul traveled to Macedonia, he met a
woman named Lydia, who allowed Paul to lead her and her family to
Christ. In that town, he led a jailer and his family to Christ.
Paul preached in Macedonia for several days and cast a spirit of
divination out of a woman. Notice the pattern: God told
Paul to go, he went, and the result was that people were led to
Christ.

And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a
man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia,
and help us. And after he had seen the vision, immediately we
endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord
had called us for to preach the gospel unto them. Therefore loosing
from Troas, we came with a straight course to Samothracia, and the
next day to Neapolis; And from thence to Philippi, which is the
chief city of that part of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were in
that city abiding certain days. And on the sabbath we went out of
the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we
sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted thither. And a
certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of
Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord
opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of
Paul. And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought
us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come
into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us. Acts
16:9-15

For God to release a new season in your life, there has to be a
letting go or death of something old. You must also receive what
God has for you, even if it doesn’t come packaged the way you
thought it should. For something to change in your life, for God to
birth out His plan and purpose through you, you must commit and
release to Him every area of your life. Have you done that? I have
watched many Christians complain that God isn’t moving in their
life, but they refuse to sacrifice their old ways and habits, cut
off hurtful relationships, and move forward with the Lord to
receive His best. I have had several people ask me why I see so
many answers to prayer, but they only see some here and there. That
has an easy answer.

I do not hold back. I will not hold on to old things and I
really do press toward the mark. We are in a time where we can not
retreat, we have to move forward and do what God has called us to
do. When you hold back in fear, you are giving the enemy leeway in
your life to do what he wants to. The bible says “the kingdom
of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force”
(Matthew 11:12). The translation:  Not everything will come
easy to you and you must do your part. Doing something for
God will cost you.

When I repented of sin at the Brownsville Revival in November
1997, I let it go and didn’t look back. Every day I have to
condition myself to turn away from unproductive habits and
behaviors. I am not afraid to walk away from people, cities, jobs,
money, tradition, churches, superstition, or anything or anyone
that could or would hold me back from doing what God has called me
to do. Trust me, I have done all of the above and sometimes more
than once.

When I was going through a divorce after my first husband walked
out on me, a friend told me my ex wanted to give back a ring my
mother had given me. I thought he was reaching out, so I started to
call him. When I placed my hand on the phone, I very clearly heard
this scripture float up in my spirit from Luke 9:62: “No man,
having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of God.” That was enough of a warning! I placed the
phone back in its cradle and have not talked to my ex since. 
Now I have been married for several years to a wonderful
God-fearing man named Luke as you read in Chapter 1.

Most people are so wrapped up in themselves and their fears,
addictions, self-pity, and everything else that pertains to them
that they can’t see past those things to allow God to work through
them. What God will typically birth out in your life will produce
the type of fruit that helps and benefits others. What has God laid
upon your heart to do? What do you have to let go of to see this
dream fulfilled? Here is a checklist that will help you know if
your vision, promise, or the desires of your heart are from
Him.


	You have a strong, almost overwhelming desire to do the
activity and it does not go against the Bible.

	The results would produce good fruit.

	You don’t mind doing the work associated with the
vision, in fact, you actually enjoy the project and feel
fulfilled. God has given you grace to do it. Grace:
Greek—charis (khar’-ece)—that which affords joy, pleasure,
delight, sweetness, charm, loveliness,
favor. 

	You have joy in your spirit when you think and talk
about it.

	You have a God-like love for the project and a distinct
knowing in your spirit man that the vision is from
Him.

	You have peace in your spirit about it. (1
Corinthians 14:33, for God is not the author of confusion, but of
peace). 



If you want to be successful in any area of your life, including
finances, what you do must be born of God. Pray and birth out God’s
plan for your finances! We are individuals and God has a unique
plan for each of us. If you are called to be a missionary you will
probably have different monetary needs than someone who is called
to be a school teacher, or if you have one child as opposed to
six.

Let God drop His promise (seed) for your life into your
spirit!  In my opinion, I am a citizen in the greatest country
in the world. If you don’t know already, I live in the United
States of America. I live in the land flowing with milk and honey.
Yes, there are a few giants, but God has given us the ability to
overcome them. I have been to other countries, and I appreciate
their beauty and different cultures, but so far nothing compares to
the freedom and opportunity we have in America. I love living in a
great country that was built on the gospel of Jesus Christ, where
our forefathers died so we would have the freedom to be
Christians.

If you are an American, you have no excuse not to live a
fulfilled and satisfying life. You also have the freedom to share
the gospel and please don’t let anyone take that away from you! You
have the right to vote, use it! I love to give and to help people.
When all of your needs are met and you have extra, try using it to
spread God’s word with love. When I do give and it is ordained by
God, I don’t give reluctantly but I actually can’t wait to give and
I have a lot of inner joy and peace about it.

The bible promises that what is born of God will overcome the
world. You cannot tell me  God doesn’t want His children to do
well when He unmistakably stated in His Word   “The
thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I
am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly.”(John 10:10) Jesus wants the abundant
life for you. The definition of abundantly in John 10:10 is from
the Greek word perissos {per-is-sos’}, which means more than is
necessary, superior, extraordinary and more excellent. Jesus said
those who labor and are heavy laden should come to him so He can
give them rest in their souls (Matt 11:28-29). When you go to Jesus
he will give you REST! Anything else, like obligation or guilt is
not from Jesus.

The Lord also gave me a list of things that will abort something
that is born of the Holy Spirit.


	Holding onto man-made doctrines and
traditions



 

A perfect example of this is when Paul rebuked the Galatians for
starting out in the Spirit but reverting to ways of the old law
(flesh).

O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should
not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been
evidently set forth, crucified among you? This only would I learn
of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the
hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit,
are ye now made perfect by the flesh? Have ye suffered so many
things in vain? if it be yet in vain. He therefore that ministereth
to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by
the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  Gal
3:1-5    


	Open doors to sin in your life



 

Satan wants you to sin so he can steal the work God wants to do
in your life. When you do not walk in holiness and choose to stay
in sin, you are turning your God-given authority over to Satan. Why
would you do this?

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are
these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife,
seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and such like: of the which I tell
you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they
which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of
God. 
   Galatians
5:19-21 

Are involving yourself in the activities listed above
worth not inheriting the kingdom of God?
_________ 

 

But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own
lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. Do not
err, my beloved brethren. James 1:14-15
 

 

James says that sin brings death, so before you sin, think about
that. The third thing that can abort something that God is trying
to do through you is:

 


	Unforgiveness, offense



 

 

Are you still holding what someone did to you against them? Is
there any unforgiveness in your heart? Look what Jesus says about
unforgiveness:

And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. For
verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain,
Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt
in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith
shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he
saith. Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire,
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have
them. And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have
ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may
forgive you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither will
your Father which is in heaven forgive your
trespasses.  Mark 11:22-26

According to Jesus, if you do not forgive others, you will not
be forgiven by God for your sins. Jesus says you should forgive
others when you pray. Look what happens in the following scriptures
when offense comes…

Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall
kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s
sake. And then shall many be offended, and shall
betray one another, and shall hate one another. And many false
prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. And because iniquity
shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be
saved.       Matthew
25:9-13   

Guess what? Faith works by love, and you need faith for answers
to prayer (Gal 5:6). If you let offense creep in, it will cause
your heart to turn cold and shut down faith. Not good! So please,
right now, release those who have hurt you…

 


	Negative talk and complaining



 

And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the
tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and
setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell
(James 3:6.

A man’s belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his
mouth; and with the increase of his lips shall he be filled. Death
and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it
shall eat the fruit thereof. Proverbs 18:20-21.
 

According to James and Proverbs, your tongue actually dictates
the course of your life.

Are your confessions typically negative or
positive?
______________________________________________


	Not letting go of your past and other things God has
told you to let go of



Many people do not see deliverances in their life because they
choose to hold on to a memory. Many singles are unable to receive
the mate God has for them because they are still holding on to a
past heartache, or they have it in their head that God is going to
send their mate a certain way. Unless God reveals to you
specifically how He is going to deliver you, I would let go of all
preconceived notions. This also works with prophecy—if you receive
a prophecy from the Lord, you cannot make it come to pass. That is
how Ishmael was born. Read in Genesis how many problems that
caused. Remember Shakespeare’s play Macbeth? Macbeth
received a prophecy from some witches that he was to be king. So
what did he do? He and his wife tried to make it come to pass and
ended up murdering the rightful king, who was his friend.

Then Macbeth’s wife went insane and Macbeth ended up with his
head on a stake! That is an (harsh) example of the fruit produced
when you try to bring something to pass without God’s direction and
in Macbeth’s case, something that wasn’t God at all (God equates
witchcraft with rebellion)! Make sure you commit all of your plans
to the Lord and ask Him to direct your steps. Don’t try to make
something happen, God can and will do a much better job than you
ever possibly could do.

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us. Hebrews 12:1


	Lack of prayer, reading the Bible, and intimacy with
God



Joshua 1:8. This book of the law shall not depart out of thy
mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou
mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have
good success

Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the
hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom  
Psalm 51:6.

Let’s talk about your walk with the Lord:

 Are you intimate with Him on a regular
basis? ______________________________________________

 How often do you study His Word?
______________________________________________

Do you read books, go to conferences, listen to
teachings, or use any other of the fabulous study tools that are
available to increase your knowledge of God? 
______________________________________________

There will be a direct correlation between your intimacy with
God and the amount of things in your life that are born of the
Spirit. In my opinion, number six is the number one thing that will
stop the fruition of God’s perfect will in your life.


	Lack of trust in God’s ability



But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and
tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any
thing of the Lord. A double-minded man is unstable in all his
ways   James 1:6-8

As you can see, doubt or lack of commitment will stop you from
receiving anything from the Lord. Knowing what is born of the
Spirit can be compared to receiving salvation. God gave us the
promise of salvation, and we received it by faith. From there we
have to continue studying His word, fellowshipping with like-minded
believers, and cultivating our relationship with Him. The term
double minded has been thrown about, and could use some
definition. My husband understood it best to mean when you realize
God’s promise or direction for your life, or even when you make any
decision, sometimes a second thought will come.

That thought will seem like your idea, but if it in some way
dilutes your resolve to that previous decision, please realize the
second thought destroys the first and is not bearing good fruit.
That second thought is rooted in doubt, and comes to steal, kill,
and destroy. It means to take away your blessing. Hence, a
double-minded man is unstable in all his ways. Don’t take that
second thought, and you won’t be double minded. Write down your
decision, make it concrete, be unwavering except to the leading of
the Holy Spirit, and God will bring it to pass!

You must be completely committed to Christ, then to what He
wants you to do. God has shown me that you need to get a picture in
your mind of the finished product, rehearsing it within your head
and heart. You must see the goal. Close your eyes right now and
imagine yourself doing what you believe God has called you to do,
envision the finished product. If you are not fully committed to
God and His promise, you need to get committed first before you can
take the next steps:

Prayer of commitment

Father God, please forgive me of all of my sins and I
accept the death and resurrection of Your Son Jesus Christ.  I
commit myself fully to You right now and I choose to let go of
every weight and hindrance that is trying to hold me back from
serving You.  I fully commit to Your plan and purpose for my
life now. Please show me what the next step is to Your promises
being fulfilled in my life. In Your Son Jesus’ name  
Amen


	Fear and self-doubt



Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the
gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.
 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of
power, and of love, and of a sound mind. Be not thou
therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his
prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel
according to the power of
God         
2 Timothy 1:6-8

What if God was selfish? What if He kept Jesus for Himself and
didn’t let Him die for our sins? Jesus endured a lot of criticism,
and nowadays so does God the Father. Refuse to be afraid of
criticism and don’t refuse to do something God has told you to do
because of other people’s opinions. Know that idolatry is placing
someone else’s opinion above God’s Word. Choose this day, who will
you serve?

The Spirit of the Lord brings
liberty…

Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty. 2 Corinthians 3:17

This statement is true: where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is freedom. There is also joy and peace. Have you ever been around
someone who didn’t approve of you? That made you feel like you
couldn’t ever reach their standards? Have you ever worked at a job
where you felt unwanted or like you didn’t belong? For you to do
something born of God, you need to be in the will of God. You will
know if you are fulfilling God’s plan because there will be
liberty, when that liberty leaves; you had better not be far
behind. When you are at church, do you receive liberty in areas of
your life when the pastor preaches? You should.

If your church and your pastor are born of the Spirit (and it is
the will of God you are attending that church) you will begin
walking in degrees of liberty almost every time you attend. You
will receive a revelation, a healing, or a word of comfort. Maybe
even a word of wisdom or prophetic utterance. Maybe you will
receive insight on how to win the battle you are in, or just the
grace to lay down the burdens you have been carrying. You should
receive something!

Where the spirit of the Lord is there is liberty. You should be
free to be yourself in life and you should be working in
environments where there is grace to be there. Even if you are in a
secular environment, and God has placed you there, you will
want to be there and you will have the grace and power to
bloom where you are planted. If you are not receiving liberty at
your home church, seek God and ask Him to reveal to you if you are
in the right place.

When I have done something that God did not ordain, I can sense
it. Something inside doesn’t feel right. I usually feel oppressed
and definitely don’t have a sense of liberty around me. Where
the spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty! Do you have joy,
peace, and a sense of liberty where you work? A distinct knowing
inside that you are where you are supposed to be? A sense of
destiny? If you are about to open a business or attend a new
church, do you feel you belong there? Do you have joy when you go
to church or work the business? Does it produce fruit? Or do you
get a feeling of dread and obligation? This also applies to
finances, when you give, you should have a sense of liberty
not obligation.

God has told me to do plenty of things that I normally wouldn’t
even think to do, but He always gives me the desire to do that
thing He has requested. A perfect example of this is the day I
walked into church and sensed the Spirit of the Lord move upon my
heart to become an usher. I have never been an usher before, nor
have I ever entertained the thought of being one. I went up to
another usher almost immediately after I knew in my heart what the
Lord wanted, and of course, there was an open spot just for me.
That day I was an usher for the first time in both services and I
had so much joy greeting everyone and passing out offering
envelopes that I could barely stand it! Who would have thought this
would happen? Normally I would not think ushering was an exciting
job, but when God commissions you to do something, it can be. This
also applies to giving money. When the Lord moves on my heart to
donate I sense joy and I can’t wait to give.

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For
what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh,
God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for
sin, condemned sin in the flesh:That the righteousness of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit. For they that are after the flesh do mind the
things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things
of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to
be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is
enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot
please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so
be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ be in
you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life
because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that
raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his
Spirit that dwelleth in you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors,
not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.  Romans
8:1-12

Paul writes in Romans 8 on the law of liberty, the law of the
Spirit of life. When something is born of the Spirit, there will
not be any condemnation. You will have freedom to do what God has
called you to do. It will produce life, not death. Your mind will
be set on “what the Spirit desires.” Don’t always try to
figure things out in your head. Use wisdom, but trying to always
figure out how things are going to work out can actually create
strongholds in your spirit and may prevent you from receiving your
blessing the way God wants to give it to you. In the Old Testament,
the law had to guide people’s lives and teach them how to live. In
the New Testament, God writes His laws on each man’s heart.

When you train your spirit man by reading and studying God’s
Word, your spirit man becomes strong enough where you can easily
discern the leading of God’s Spirit. His Word stored in your heart
will lead and guide you. I know several times in my life, I would
get in situations and a certain scripture would come to mind or
float up in my spirit that would remind me what to do. When
something is of God, you don’t have to make it work, it just works.
You may have to be a little persistent sometimes, but you will have
the anointing and grace to do even that. If you believe the Lord is
leading you or speaking to you it will bring liberty not
bondage or condemnation even if it is a word of correction.

As you read the above section, what did God speak to
your heart?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I believe that just like God has a personal call for each of our
lives, I also believe He has a personal plan for your finances.
Since our gifts and callings are different in the body of Christ
then God’s financial plan for your life will be different than
someone else’s! Here is a prayer to ask the Lord to birth out His
plan for your finances:

Heavenly Father, I surrender all that I am and all that
I have to you right now. I ask that you forgive me for going
forward with my own plans for my life instead of getting your plan.
I ask that you reveal to me what your will is concerning my
finances and also your purpose for them. Please also show me how to
attain them and then give me the wisdom to steward them the way you
desire me to. I am asking you for a financial plan that is born of
You, a plan that will overcome the world. In your son Jesus’ name
AMEN

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God (Rom 8:14). Please be led by the Spirit of God
because if you are not, you could end up being led by the spirit of
Anti-Christ! If you are a born-again Christian who loves God, then
when you hear a teaching you should know instantly in your spirit
man if it is a teaching that is born of the Spirit. The anointing
of God which abides in you teaches you all things (1 John 2:27).
Even the teachings in this book, if they are from God then you will
know it in your spirit, not necessarily your mind or
emotions! Trust your inward intuition if your spirit man has been
born again!

 

***At the time of publishing this on Feedbooks Lucas Scanlon has
an MBA from Rice University along with his Master's in Music
Performance and is currently earning his MPA from Harvard
University while being cross registerd at Harvard Business School.
He will be graduating in May 2012***

 










Chapter 9
Spirit of Triumph


 

During the first several years of marriage, Luke and I went
through a tough time financially and with relationships.
Relationships that dealt mainly with family members. I remember
driving in the gym parking lot, praying and letting God know that I
had had enough. I told him that I was tired of the battling and
that it needed to come to a stop.

 

One boiling hot August Sunday during worship in church, the Lord
spoke very clearly to my spirit. So clearly in fact, it sounded
almost audible except that it was inside my spirit man. The Spirit
of the Lord said. “You’re trials are over. I have placed a spirit
of triumph upon you and Luke (my husband). You will experience
triumph in every area of your lives including relationships. I want
you to write a book on the spirit of triumph and everyone you pray
for to receive the spirit of triumph will receive it.” Later, when
I was in prayer, the Lord showed me a vision of the story of Joshua
and the battle of Jericho:

 

Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of
Israel: none went out, and none came in. And the LORD said unto
Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king
thereof, and the mighty men of valour. And ye shall compass the
city, all ye men of war, and go round about the city once. Thus
shalt thou do six days.  Joshua 6:1-3

 

Joshua was the one who had originally taken the Israelites
through to the promise land. Now he was leading the Israelites and
the Lord told him it was time to take the city of Jericho.

 

And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets
of rams' horns: and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven
times, and the priests shall blow with the trumpets. And it shall
come to pass, that when they make a long blast with the ram's horn,
and when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall
shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down
flat, and the people shall ascend up every man straight before
him.


                                                                                       
Josh 6:4-5

 

  God gave Joshua specific (and weird!) instructions on how
to take Jericho’s land. It was to walk around the city seven times
and then after the priests blew the trumpets, to let out a “great
shout.” The word “shout” here is the same word used in the Hebrew
(ruwa`) for triumph. In the vision the Lord gave me, He
showed Joshua’s men surrounding Jericho and shouting. When they
did, I saw the spirit of triumph leave their mouths and permeate
Jericho causing it to crumble. That spirit of triumph caused the
Israelites to obtain the victory. The city actually crumbled before
their very eyes! The spirit of triumph is a supernatural anointing
designed to give you victory over your enemies!

 

   By this I know that thou favourest me,
because mine enemy doth not triumph over me. And
as for me, thou upholdest me in mine integrity, and settest me
before thy face for ever. Psalm 41:11-12  

 

Psalm 41 was written by David while it appears that he was going
through a hard time. However, he says that God did not allow his
enemies to triumph over him. The word triumph in Psalm 41
translates ruwa` in Hebrew. God however, did allow David’s
enemies to come against him. Also, the Lord revealed to me that the
reason Joshua and his army had to walk around Jericho seven times
with the Ark (which held God’s spirit) before they released the
spirit of triumph was because they had to bind the strongman first!
Now, in the New Testament era, we can verbally bind the strongman
in Jesus’ name! (Luke 11:21-22) I want to mention here that you
have authority over the strongman in areas that pertain to YOU! The
Lord gave Joshua specific instructions that Jericho was his. Before
you bind the strongman, make sure it is in an area that you have
authority over!

 

Shout!

 

Psalm 60:8(NLT) But Moab, my washbasin, will become my
servant, and I will wipe my feet on Edom and shout in
triumph over Philistia.”

 

This is a Psalm of David about how God gave his army the victory
over several villages including the Philistines. Again we see the
Hebrew word “ruwa`” which is the word for triumph in the above
Psalm. Again, “ruwa`” means shout of triumph. But not just any
shout, it is a supernatural shout of war that releases the
anointing of God to give you the victory.

 

What battles do you need to turn over to the
Lord?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Are you ready to receive the supernatural spirit of triumph? The
spirit of triumph isn’t just your ordinary thanks to God like how
we pray over dinner “Thank you Lord for this food we are about to
receive.” It is a supernatural cry, shout, praise to God that
causes your enemies to scatter and bad situations to turn around.
This doesn’t mean that you won’t have to do anything, David still
battled, but this does mean you have God’s supernatural power to
win!

 

Here is the prayer to receive, all you have to do is pray out
loud and believe it in your heart.

 

Father, I give you all of my battles including
___________. I bind the strongman over ___________ in the name of
Jesus and I strip him of his armor and command the spoils to come
my way. I ask that you place on me now the spirit of triumph so
that this situation(s) turns around and I receive the victory. By
faith, I receive the spirit of triumph, and I thank you that I
already have the victory! I praise your Holy name Lord!  In
your wonderful son Jesus’ name. AMEN.

 

The battle is always won in the training, not the war. When
someone is in the military, they go through training before they go
to war. It is what you learn in training and do in the preparation
time that decides the outcome of your battle. If you want to do
something for God, know that the Lord will take you through
training and preparation first. It is how you do there that will
dictate if you fulfill your God given destiny or not. Training is
hard and it separates the wheat from the tares in the end.

 

By the way, if you are serving (or have served) in the United
States military, thank you for choosing to put your life on the
line to ensure my freedom and the freedom of my children’ children.
It is because of brave men and women like you I have the freedom to
write this book. Remember the battle between David and Goliath?
David had to fight and kill a bear and a lion while he was just a
sheepherder (1 Sam 17). Because of this, he was prepared when his
opportunity came to fight Goliath. As you already know, he overcame
Goliath with one stone and no armor. Make sure you embrace whatever
training God puts you through. He has your victory in mind and He
knows what preparation you need to receive it.

 

Did you know that faith is a choice? That you can choose to
believe or disbelieve? That’s right! God has given us FREE WILL! He
will not force you to believe. In fact, many people blatantly
refuse to believe and end up in hell…

Hebrews 11:3 Through faith we understand that the worlds
were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were
not made of things which do appear.

Faith (Greek)
πίστις-pistis

   conviction of the truth of anything,
belief; in the NT of a conviction or belief respecting man's
relationship to God and divine things, generally with the included
idea of trust and holy fervour born of faith and joined with
it 

List 5-10 things that God has given you faith
for:


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him. Hebrews 6:11

One time when Luke and I were enjoying sunlight out by our gym’s
pool, the Lord spoke to my spirit man and asked me to purchase a
diet soda at the kiosk. I thought to myself “Yea, but diet soda is
unhealthy and Luke and I really don’t need to be spending any
money.” I argued with what the Spirit of the Lord was saying
because I wasn’t quite sure it was the Lord.

I mean, why would God want me to drink something that I
considered poisonous (Research has suggested that diet sodas can
cause brain damage, blindness and cellulite! None of which I am
interested in accruing!) especially when funds were low? While
these arguments were floating around in my head, the Lord spoke
this “Fear is an open door to the enemy. When you don’t eat
something or purchase something out of fear instead of faith, you
are going to produce a negative consequence. Something done or not
done out of fear will produce bad fruit instead of good.” Well
after that, I got up to purchase this diet soda and when I was at
the counter, the Lord told me to get Luke one as well. I began to
give God my money argument again and again He corrected me.

I purchased both sodas and gave Luke his along with what the
Lord told me. The result was that Luke spent time with the Lord
repenting of a spirit of fear that we had let in our house. I also
repented of being afraid of certain foods and of being fat. And
yes, the things that we had feared did come to pass. Fear
is a spirit! Cast it out of your life! Make sure that if you
purchase or don’t purchase something it is coming from a place of
faith and not fear.

Is there anything in your life that God has put on your
heart to do, but you haven’t out of fear of failure?
________

If so, what?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Matthew 6:29-31 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God
so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is
cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of
little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat?
or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be
clothed?

 

Exercise love towards your
enemies…

 

But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to
them which hate you, Bless them that curse you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you. And unto him that smiteth thee on the
one cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloak
forbid not to take thy coat also. Luke 6:27-29

 

According to our Lord Jesus above, how does he tell us
to treat our enemies?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

I used to read this scripture and think. “Is Jesus nuts? If
anyone slaps me I’m gonna knock their head off! What about self
defense?” In my mind, if someone tried to physically hurt me or
someone I loved, I was going to do everything in my power to stop
them. I prayed and asked God to show me what this scripture meant.
So he did. Now as of writing this, I live in Houston, Texas. If you
are familiar with Houston, you will know that traffic is horrendous
and it is every man for themselves. I would cut off other cars and
do whatever I had to do to get to where I was going while singing
along to the songs on Christian Radio.

One day when Luke was driving and we were in a usual traffic jam
(On our way to a Christian concert), someone tried to cut us off
and stuck the nose of their car in front of ours. I looked over at
the person and they shot me a gangster like glare. Luke and I gave
our defiant show down stares and they backed off. I did what I was
always taught to do. Stand your ground and the biggest bully wins.
Later at the concert, God dropped in my spirit what I
should have done. He showed me that when the person glared
at me, I should have smiled and waved and allowed him to go ahead
in front of me. By doing so, I would have fulfilled the above
scripture.

Have you faithfully prayed for your enemies?
__________

 

Praying for your enemies ensures that your heart stays soft
before God and it helps keep the offense out. For the spirit of
triumph to work, it needs to come from a place of love, not
vengeance. Look what God promises will happen if you pray
(sincerely) for you enemies…

Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place
unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay,
saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him;
if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals
of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome
evil with
good.              
Romans 12:19-21

God doesn’t tell us to do things for no reason. By showing your
enemy mercy, something supernatural happens. The bible says you
will heap coals of fire on his head. The Greek word for coals is
anthrax. Not good! The word anthrax signifies
that pain will be caused in your enemies memory for the harm he has
done you. Webster’s dictionary defines anthrax as an infectious
disease caused by a spore-forming bacterium. 

 

Also, by praying for someone who has hurt you, it causes you to
be more sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit. What this
scripture does not say, is that you are not allowed to take legal
action against someone. I have heard of Christians refusing to take
legal action against rapists, pedophiles, wife beaters and the like
because of this scripture. Jesus is interested in YOUR HEART
staying innocent and free of offense. Putting someone in jail out
of vengeance is one thing, allowing someone who needs to be locked
up to roam free is NOT LOVE! Remember, love is doing the right
thing, not tolerating the wrong!

 

I can do all things!

Receiving a miracle from God and spiritual warfare go hand in
hand. You must learn to fight in the spirit world against
Satan.

This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy,
according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by
them mightest war a good warfare; Holding faith,
and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith
have made shipwreck.1 Timothy 1:18-19

Have you received any prophecies (words) from the
Lord? ____________

What were they?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Timothy was given a prophecy, a word from the Lord, but he
still had to wage a good warfare. The Bible talks about
putting on the armor of God and praying on a daily basis to fight
the four levels of demonic forces on this earth.

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able
to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take
unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore,
having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the
breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of
faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of
the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with
all perseverance and supplication for all saints.   
Ephesians 6:11-18

It is very important that you be aware of your enemy’s tactics
and know how to fight. The only power Satan has over you is the
power you give him. Your life must be truly submitted to God to
effectively kick Satan out of your life.

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill,
and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly.   John
10:10

Did you read that? Jesus wants you to live an abundant
life. If there is not abundance in an area of your life, it means
the thief is stealing it. Jesus gave you the authority to cast
Satan out. You are the one responsible for throwing Satan out, it
comes with the privilege of free will.

Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing
shall by any means hurt you.   Luke
10:19

For our two year anniversary, Luke and I booked a hotel in New
Orleans. Our anniversary happened to fall during a time when there
was a big music festival in the French Quarter. I had to pay for
our room in advance. A couple of nights before we left to go on our
trip, I called the hotel to confirm my reservation. They had no
record of me booking the room or even paying for it. Since they had
already charged my credit card and I had the statement, I tried to
argue with them. They said my statement didn’t show what nights I
had paid for and for all they knew I had already stayed there and
been billed. Furthermore, they were fully booked because of the
festival and so was every other hotel in the city. I was furious. I
spoke to the manager, but he would not help.

When I finally calmed down after being on the phone trying to
resolve this matter, I prayed and asked the Lord what to do. He
said, “Bind the thief from trying to steal your vacation.”
Then the John 10:10 scripture came to mind. I said a simple prayer,
binding the thief off my vacation in Jesus’ name. When I called
back the hotel, I simply asked to talk to reservations. A different
person answered the phone and when I told her my name, she said I
was fully confirmed for that weekend. I was flabbergasted! I had
her fax me a confirmation letter as proof in case it happened
again. However, when we checked in the hotel, I was still in the
computer.

Another time, the Lord alerted me to bind Satan (in Jesus’
name!) and command him to leave Luke’s workplace. So I did. When
Luke came home from work, he was excited. He said he wasn’t sure
what had happened, but all the problems he was having at work with
customers suddenly worked out that day. Satan is a bully. When you
stand up to bullies, they usually either back down or start
accusing you of doing the same thing they were just doing. If you
do not stand up to your intimidator, he will not leave you
alone.

Did you know that God wants to give you the desires of your
heart? Did you know He wants to make all of your dreams come true?
Did you know that God has a job for you while you are here on
earth? Since only God can give life that means He has a purpose for
you being on earth. Remember this prayer?

After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen.   Matthew 6:9-13

You are what you believe you are. Your belief system will decide
the course of your destiny. Nobody is going to hand you your dream
on a silver platter, you have to take it. It is of utmost
importance to monitor your thoughts and cast out the ones that
don’t support the results you desire in life. Guard your heart.

Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the
issues of life. Proverbs 4:23

For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Proverbs
23:7(a)

Train your heart and mind to line up with what you know God has
called you to do. No one is going to do this for you. You must do
it yourself. Choose your close friends wisely, a real friend will
not drain you. A real friend is not jealous. A real friend will
pray and believe God that what you desire the most will come to
pass. Don’t waste your time with anybody. You must have tunnel
vision to do what God has called you to do. It is easy for Satan to
use people to hurt you, so use common sense and do not compromise
your belief system. If your heart is in full agreement with the
Spirit of the Lord, you will have what you say just like Jesus
promised. You only have one shot in this life to do what you were
born to do. Don’t waste it.

True heaven on earth is doing what God called you to do and
receiving the victory. Know in your heart before you start a
project that God has given you the victory. If you do not know
this, stop what you are doing, get down on your knees, and don’t
stop seeking God until He gives you that assurance in your
heart.

God has already called you an overcomer, all you have to do is
believe it in your heart. When you start succeeding, people will
watch you and have to face their own failures in life. Don’t let
their jealousy drag you down. If people began getting hostile
towards the things you are doing to reach your goals, know that
they are in the wrong. Forgive them and move on. Remember, offense
will create an open door in your life for Satan to try to move in
and knock your dream off track. Only you can change that. Learn to
be quick to forgive.

No matter what your circumstances, no matter what your finances
look like, God will always send a Simon. Simon was the man who
helped Jesus carry His cross. Look for your Simon in down times.
Satan cannot stop God from blessing you, he can only try to make
you quit your course. Hold on to Jesus, get your focus on Jesus. Do
not focus on the situation around you, focus on Jesus. That is how
Peter walked on water.

God is no respecter of persons. He wants you to know that you
had the victory before you started. Nobody reaches a victory
without opposition. Nobody. A victory is not a real victory without
hard work and opposition. Your choices in life will determine if
your enemies make you or break you. The choice is always
yours. Make a heart decision now to which road you are going to
travel down. God will bless your determination. He really is
cheering you on. If you represent Him, He will never let you
down.

What choice do you make?
______________________________________________________

Many times I thought I was defeated. Many times I thought God
had let me down. God never lets you down, sometimes He just changes
your course. There are lessons you need to learn so you can reach
your destiny. When I look back on my so-called defeats, I see how
they got me to where I am today. I remember the rejection and fear
I felt being single. I remember what it felt like when a guy I
liked wasn’t interested in me. I have shed those tears. When I look
at my husband Luke, I thank God I was rejected by the others. I
thank God because none of those men I dated could come close to the
treasure I have in my husband. He is my perfect match and I can’t
see myself with any other man but him. My tears were simply a waste
of time. My defeats were really victories, and so are yours.

Conclusion

The Apostle Paul writes an excellent example of how we are to
live our lives in service to the Lord:

Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ
Jesus. No soldier in active service entangles
himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may
please the one who enlisted him as a soldier. Also if anyone
competes as an athlete, he does not win the prize unless he
competes according to the rules.  The hard-working
farmer ought to be the first to receive his share of the
crops. 2 Timothy 2:3-6 (NASB)

Paul gives Timothy some great advice on how to live for Christ.
First he tells him a good soldier doesn’t entangle himself in the
everyday affairs of life, then he compares following Christ to an
athlete who wins by following the rules. He ends his analogies by
saying “The hard-working farmer ought to be the first to
receive his share of the crops.”

In conclusion, we can see that the principles of hard work,
wisdom, staying steadfast and a personal financial plan from the
Lord that is executed via being led by His Holy Spirit will
determine the final outcome of your financial future. If what you
do to acquire finances is not born of God then sorrow will
come with it

Train yourself to be sensitive to the leading of the Holy
Spirit, read His Word, and get His promises deep in your heart. If
you have a bad attitude, change it. Stop blaming others, change is
in your hands. Give your all to God, He will lead you and
guide you. He won’t let you down! He is worth trusting. He
deserves your heart. Lean on Him and He will provide.

Don’t be afraid of criticism and learn to trust the right
people. Keep your guard down and concentrate more on helping others
than fearing how they may hurt you. I know from experience that you
can talk yourself into a victory. Believe me, I have done it many
times. Start verbally telling yourself what you know God wants to
do in your life. You really will get what you say. Talk to yourself
till you get it down in your heart. You will get what you
focus on. May God give you the desires of your heart!
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Have you ever wanted to know if God was in the business of
placing two people supernaturally together for the purpose of
marriage? Do you want to know how He does it? Do you want to know
how to pray and what steps to take so that He sends you your mate?
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"the one" for you? Have you been through a divorce and want to know
if God will still intervene in your life and give you a second (or
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The purpose of this sixty day devotional, is to heal your walk
with God. Many of us have Ishmael’s in our lives instead of
Isaac’s. Sometimes we have tried to move ahead of God, or refused
to move at all. We have birthed Ishmael’s and wonder why
destruction and sorrow plague us in areas. First read this entire
chapter, then when you get to the devotional section, follow it for
sixty days, allowing God to heal, restore and get you on the right
path.

And the Angel of the Lord continued, See now, you are with child
and shall bear a son, and shall call his name Ishmael [God hears],
because the Lord has heard and paid attention to your affliction.
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