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Over the years I have found that preaching during the Christmas
season is both a great blessing and a challenge. 

There are only so many passages to preach from

Often I am expected to bring three or four Christmas messages in
the same year

There are heightened expectations as church members bring non
churched visitors

 

So I have taken to compiling and borrowing messages and message
ideas from every source I can. 

 

This is a collection of messages I have preached. Many of them
are original with me (is anything realy original?). Many of them
are borrowed. I have attempted to give credit where it is due, but
in my early years of preaching I was not very good at keeping those
types of records. No doubt some of the messages which have no
credit were originally borrowed from another preacher. Forgive me
this wrong.

 

You will become painfully aware of my many typographical,
grammar and spelling errors. I pray they are not too much of a
distraction.

 

I would love to hear from any of you who would like to get in
touch with me at marvinmckenzie58@gmail.com.








Chapter 1
The Fulness of Time


THE FULLNESS OF
TIME

Galatians 4:15

 

I want to introduce this Christmas message with a doctrinal
truth that, though having little practical application, has some
very interesting elements to it.

 

That truth is that God is timeless.

 

As an eternal being, God does not live in the realm of time.

 

That is why He is the same yesterday, today and
forever.[1]
Those are all periods of time that impact us, not Him.

 

God has no yesterday, today or tomorrow.

 

That is why one day is as a thousand years and a
thousand years as one day to God.[2]

 

2 Peter 3:8 is not telling us how God's time is different than
our time.

 

It is not saying that, in God's world, a day is one thousand of
our years long.

 

It is saying that to God one day and a thousand years are the
same.

 

That is why the Bible says He is the beginning and the
ending.[3]

 


	He is timeless

	He is eternal



 

I know I have told you my Darrin Scudder story before.

 

I had not been attending church more than two months when Pastor
Scudder asked me if I would teach the junior boys class in Sunday
school.

 

There were about four kids in the class - the leader of which
was Darrin Scudder, my Pastor's son.

 

Pastor had given me a book of Sunday school lessons to study and
use.

 

He told me to study the lessons well enough that I could tell
the story of the lesson without the book.

 

He told me to place myself in the Bible story and tell it as if
I was there when it all happened.

 

I did what my pastor said.

 

I came to class ready to teach my lesson about…. I don't
remember what it was about…..

 

But before I could begin Darrin raised his hand and asked me,
"What did God do before he created the world?"

 


	I hadn't been a Christian all that long

	All I had was a book with about 13 Sunday school
lessons in it

	I had only own a Bible for about two
months



 

It had never occurred to me that there was a God before He
created the world.

 

That question, to this day, is one of the most important
questions for me personally to have an answer to!

 

I could not give an answer to Darrin

 

But if anyone else ever asks I am ready!

 

The fact is - there was no before God
created the heavens and the earth.

 

There was just God - always…..

 

The creation took place somewhere between 10,000 to 6,000 years
ago.

 

Not billions of years like the Evolutionists say.

 


	There is nothing to support that the earth is billions
of years old.

	They use no real science to prove that the earth is
billions of years old

	They begin from the assumption that the earth is
billions of years old and then develop different processes to
determine how many billions of years old it is.



 

Science, by definition requires a witness.

Science, in order to be science, must be observable and
repeatable.

 


	No one (alive today) observed how the earth came to be
and

	No one has ever repeated the process



 

So, evolutionary science is not a science at all.

 

Anyway,

The only source available to prove the age of the earth is the
Bible.

 

It is the only written record of history back to the
beginning.

 

And it is - incredibly, a very detailed record of the early
history of man, beginning from Adam and listing the genealogies of
man through his sons, Cain and Seth (Abel was killed).

 

If you take the position that the genealogies are fairly
complete, then you take the position that the earth is around 6,000
years old.

 

If you take the position that there may be several generations
missing in the first 11 chapters of the Bible, then you take the
position that the earth is approximately 10,000 years old.

 

But, if you believe the Bible account at all, you can't make the
earth older than 10,000 years.

 

And before that, there was just ….GOD.

 


	Not billions of years

	Not sitting in a rocker checking His
watch

	Not boredom and nothing to do



 

Before God created the heavens and the earth, there was nothing
but God, and He was perfectly fine without us - thank you very
much!

 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth and in
the beginning God created time.

Genesis 1:3-5 KJV

And God said, Let there be light: and there was
light.

And God saw the light, that it was good: and God
divided the light from the darkness.

And God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first
day.

 

Genesis 1:14 KJV

And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament
of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for
signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:

 

That is physical time. - it is when God set a clock in heavens
to keep track of days and years.

 

But God created a different clock that has to do with His plan
for the ages.

 

He placed the clock in the heart of man when He called out
Abraham and promised that in his seed should all nations of the
earth be blessed.

 

But I want you to picture that clock resting dormant for 2000
years as all the world held its breath, staring at the clock -
waiting that day when God would give to this world - a Saviour.

 

If you will indulge my metaphor this morning.


	God created the clock of His time - when He called out
Abraham

	But God placed the clock in motion, when Christ
came



 


	Christmas is not only the fullness of
time

	Christmas is, so far as God's eternal plan is
concerned, the beginning of time.



 

So significant is this "fullness of time" that even our secular
world measures the years as BC and AD before and after Christ
came.

 

When Christ came to dwell among us - He set in motion those
events that will lead to the end of this world and the creation of
a heaven and a new earth where God and His people will live for
eternity.

 

For our Christmas message this year I want to outline for
you

God's Timetable to Eternity.

 

I. THE CLOCK BEGAN AT CHRISTMAS

Notice how important time is to the story of Christmas.

 

Matthew 1:17-18 KJV

So all the generations from Abraham to David are
fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying away into
Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into
Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When
as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came
together, she was found with child of the Holy
Ghost.

 

"Generations" is a measure of time.

 

Luke 2:1-6 KJV

And it came to pass in those days, that there went
out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be
taxed.

(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was
governor of Syria.)

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own
city.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the
city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of
David:)

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great
with child.

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days
were accomplished that she should be delivered.

 

God goes to great lengths to tell us when Christ was born


	It was during the taxation from Ceasar
Augustus

	It was made with Cyrenius was governor of
Syria



 

This is a very specific period of time.

 

And God's time table was set in motion.

 

II. CHRIST'S CRUCIFIXION, THE SECOND CHIME

Luke 3:23 KJV

And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of
age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son
of Heli,

 

Jesus began His public at about the age of 30.

 

Jewish tradition would have demanded that a man was not mature
enough to be a teacher until he was at least 30.

 

We like the young guys as our teachers today.

 

When I was in Spokane - and got ready to leave there and go to
work at Heartland Baptist Bible College, I helped the church narrow
down the selection of pastors to candidate.

 

They did not want a man older than 50.

 

I am for the young guy giving his life to serving the Lord - but
the older preacher is going to be the more mature preacher -
period.

 


	The younger one may have energy

	The younger one may have dreams

	The younger one may have programs



 

But most of what he builds will be in the flesh.

 

It is the older, more mature man -


	The one whose body won't do what it once
did

	The one whose dreams of self promotion have
expired

	The one who has come to see that only what Christ does
will last (as opposed to what is done for Christ)



 

That is the guy a church ought to be looking for as their
preacher!

 

Jesus was 30 years old when he began to preach.

 

His earthly ministry lasted just 3 1/2 years.

 

That event that that changes the eternal destiny of every man
who comes to Christ.

 

That day when God took our sins in His own body

He became sin for us and he died in our place.

 

Happened just 33 1/2 years after Christmas

 

III. GOD'S CLOCK CHIMED FOR THE THIRD TIME AT CHRIST'S
RESURRECTION

Luke 24:1-3 KJV

Now upon the first day of the week, very early in
the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices
which they had prepared, and certain others with
them.

And they found the stone rolled away from the
sepulchre.

And they entered in, and found not the body of the
Lord Jesus.

 

Did you notice again the very specific reference to time?


	The first day of the week

	Very early in the morning



 

Jesus Himself had said

Matthew 12:39-40 KJV

But he answered and said unto them, An evil and
adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign
be given to it, but the sign of the prophet
Jonas:

For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the
whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth.

 

He said it would be three days and three nights between His
death and His resurrection.

 

It is amazing how messed up people can be over such a simple
thing.

 

He didn't say three days but three days and three nights.

He could not have been crucified on Friday and resurrected very
early Sunday morning and fulfilled Christ's requirement of three
days and three nights.

 

It had to have been that

He was crucified Wednesday - taken off the cross before dark

He was in the grave our


	Wednesday night - night one

	Thursday day - day one

	Thursday night - night two

	Friday day - day two

	Friday night - night three

	Saturday day - day three and



When they came to the grave very early that Sunday, He was
already risen.

 

He arose sometime that Saturday night (which would have been, in
the Jewish week the first day of the week - their day begins at
about 6:00 PM.)

 

IV. THE FOURTH CHIME IN GOD'S CLOCK WAS FORTY DAYS
LATER, WHEN CHRIST ASCENDED TO HEAVEN

Acts 1:1-9 KJV

The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of
all that Jesus began both to do and teach,

Until the day in which he was taken up, after that
he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles
whom he had chosen:

To whom also he shewed himself alive after his
passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days,
and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of
God:

And, being assembled together with them, commanded
them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the
promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of
me.

For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

When they therefore were come together, they asked
of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the
kingdom to Israel?

And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own
power.

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth.

And when he had spoken these things, while they
beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their
sight.

 

After Christ rose from the grave the Bible says that He
"shewed himself alive…been seen of them forty
days."

 

On that fortieth day Christ ascended to heaven in their
sight.

 

That Christ is today at the right hand of the Father is one of
the most important truths in the Bible.

 

A. It means we have an advocate

1 John 2:1 KJV

My little children, these things write I unto you,
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

 

The Bible says

Hebrews 7:25 KJV

Wherefore he is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them.

 

I figured out a long time ago that I am not very good at acting
like a Christian.

 

That is why I am so glad first of all that, when I fail, Christ
pleads my case before the Father

Second, I don't have to act like a Christian. All I need to do
is place my life in His hands - let Him have me.

 

He is alive and

He will make me the Christian I ought to be.

 

B. It means that His promise of heaven for me is
assured

John 14:1-3 KJV

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me.

In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for
you.

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may
be also.

 

Jesus said here is the condition that all He promised us is
true…

 

…I go to prepare a place for you. And If I go and
prepare a place for you….

 

The condition that He could receive us to His Father's House was
if He went to His Father's house.

 

Forty days after His resurrection

I plain sight of His disciples

Christ ascended into heaven

 


	Gradually

	Visibly and

	Bodily.



 

V. CHIME NUMBER FIVE WHEN CHRIST COMES
AGAIN

Acts 1:10-11 KJV

And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white
apparel;

Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven.

 

Just as soon as Christ had gone into heaven two angels announced
that Christ would come again in the very same manner they had seen
Him go into heaven.


	Gradually

	Visibly and

	Bodily



 

Now here is the interesting thing about God's clock.

 


	We are here told why it will
chime

	We are not told when it will
chime



 

The disciples asked Jesus to give them a time reference and He
answered

Acts 1:7 KJV

…. It is not for you to know the times or the
seasons, which the Father hath put in his own
power.

 

And in another place Jesus said

Matthew 24:36 KJV

But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels of heaven, but my Father only.

 

This day in which you and I live is a pause in God's clock.

 

We don't know how long it will be until that next chime rings
when Jesus comes again.

 

But when it does ring we know it will ring in two phases:

 

A. First, when He comes in the clouds to rapture the
Christians to heaven

1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 KJV

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as
others which have no hope.

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with
him.

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord,
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord
shall not prevent them which are asleep.

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

 

One day in the future

We do not know when - but we do know that it could happen at any
moment - there are no signs that have to be fulfilled before it
-

 

Jesus will come into the clouds


	The voice of the archangel will shout

	The trump of God will sound and

	The dead in Christ will rise from the
grave

	Then we who are believers and are alive when it
happens



Will be caught up together with them to meet the Lord in the
air.

 

It will happen in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.

 

And every believer on this earth will be gone.


	Vanished

	Forever to be with the Lord



 

But what happens to everyone else?

What happens to those who are not caught up to be with the
Lord?

 

B. They will enter into a time period called the
Tribulation.

 

We know exactly how long that will be


	Seven years

	To the day



 

Revelation 12:6 KJV

And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she
hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a
thousand two hundred and threescore days.

 

The seven year Tribulation is divided into two parts, each being
1260 days - if you use the Jewish 360 day year - each half is
exactly 3 1/2 years.

 

It will be a time such as the world has never seen before


	Natural disaster

	Cosmic disasters

	Supernatural disasters and

	Satanic disasters



Not to mention the terror of living in a world in which men are
free to be evil.

 

It is so bad that the Bible says men will climb into the
mountains and beg the rocks to fall on them and kill them - but
death will flee from them.

 

Until at the end of the seven years

C. Jesus will come to earth again.

 


	He will defeat the armies of anti-Christ

	He will spare those who have trusted in Him
and

	He will establish His kingdom for 1000
years



 

And so

VI. GOD'S CLOCK CHIMES THE SIXTH TIME

Revelation 20:6 KJV

Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first
resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a
thousand years.

 

The 1000 year reign of Christ on this earth will be the
fulfillment of God's promise to King David and all Israel - but it
won't be as perfect as some have supposed.

 

Jesus, the Bible says, will rule that kingdom with a rod of
iron.

 

I ask, why would he have to do that?

 

And I answer - because man still has a sin nature.

 

At the end of 1000 years


	Seeing Jesus in person

	Having no crime in their neighborhoods

	Having no opposing religious views to confuse
them



 

Satan will be loosed for a short season and will be able to
assemble an army against Jesus.

 

The sin nature hates to be forced to do right - even when it is
Jesus Himself forcing them.

 

Jesus will quickly defeat them.

 

This earth will be destroyed in fervent heat

God will judge death and hell and cast them forever into the
Lake of Fire

 

And then comes

VII. THE SEVENTH AND FINAL CHIME OF TIME

Revelation 21:1-5 KJV

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the
first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no
more sea.

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband.

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying,
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with
them, and be their God.

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes;
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away.

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make
all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are
true and faithful.

 

And we, who have for all our history, been bound by time, will
become ourselves


	Eternal and

	Timeless



 

Conclusion

Christmas is a beginning point that points all the way to
eternity.

 

I wonder today - do you know the eternal Saviour?

 

Is your life hidden in Jesus Christ?

Are your sins forgiven?

Do you know you will live timelessly with Him forever?

 

Christmas set in motion the clock of God's time, that will lead
to timelessness.

 

Oh

I did not tell you.

Those who are not forgiven of their sins

Those who are cast into the Lake of Fire and Brimestone…

 

They will be bound to time forever

Revelation 14:10-11 KJV

The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of
God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his
indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in
the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the
Lamb:

And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever
and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the
beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his
name.

 

For them, time never ends and

Neither does their torment.

 







[1] Hebrews 13:8





[2] 2 Peter 3:8





[3] Revelation 1:8














Chapter 2
Misunderstood Christmas


MISUNDERSTOOD
CHRISTMAS

Luke 1:26-33 KJV

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent
from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,

To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David; and the virgin's name was
Mary.

And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou
that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou
among women.

And when she saw him, she was troubled at his
saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should
be.

And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for
thou hast found favour with God.

And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of
the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his
father David:

And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever;
and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

 

The world turns once a year to the story of Christmas, but to
the Christian it is a 52-weeks-a-year truth. 

 

Satan loves to get his points in during the Christmas season and
leave mistaken impressions in the mind of the world. 

 

Let us notice a few of these misunderstandings for our
lesson.

I. THE MISUNDERSTANDING THAT JESUS WAS BORN IN
BETHLEHEM. 

We could never teach this enough! 

 

Jesus came to earth in Bethlehem, but He is the eternal Son of
God!

 

He was in the beginning.

John 1:1a

In the beginning was the Word…

 

He was with God.

John 1:1b

… and the Word was with God, …

 

He was God.

John 1:1c

… and the Word was God.

 

He became fashioned as a man

Philippians 2:8 KJV

And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.

 

He simply “camped out on earth” for 33
years.

John 1:14 KJV

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth.

 

The word “dwelt” here means “tabernacled.” 

 


	He has a home in heaven

	He left that home for a season

	He took a less permanent dwelling for that
time

	He has returned today to His home in
heaven



 

II.      THE MISUNDERSTANDING
THAT JOSEPH WAS JESUS’ FATHER. 

The Devil enjoys hearing parents tell their children that Joseph
was the father of Jesus. 

 

He is never spoken of as such in the Bible. 

 

The Holy Spirit is very careful to use every word properly in
showing us this truth.

 

Joseph was not told Jesus would be his son.

Matthew 1:21 KJV

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call
his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their
sins.

 

The Holy Spirit says to Joseph when announcing the coming of the
Christ Child that Mary should bring forth “a” son, not “your”
son.

 

Joseph was not referred to as Jesus’
father. 

Luke 2:33 KJV

And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things
which were spoken of him.

 

It did not say, “His father and His mother.”

 

Jesus spoke of God as His Father.

Luke 2:49 KJV

And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me?
wist ye not that I must be about my Father's
business?

 

Jesus said, “…I must be about my Father’s
business.” 

 

Joseph was looking for Jesus, and Jesus was very careful to
remind Joseph that He must be about “His” Father’s
business. 

 

God was His Father. 

 

Joseph was one of the best men in the Bible, and yet he was
definitely not the father of Christ.

 

Joseph was involved so that Jesus would have legal right
to the throne of David.

Luke 1:32-33 KJV

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of
the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his
father David:

And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever;
and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

 


	The genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1:1-16 traces the
line of Joseph. 

	The genealogy of Mary is in Luke 3:23-38.



 

III. THE MISUNDERSTANDING CONCERNING THE VIRGIN
BIRTH. 

Perhaps no doctrine is attacked more by religious people than
the doctrine of the virgin birth of Christ. 

 

He was born of a virgin. 

 

Isaiah prophesied that He would be born of a
virgin.

Isaiah 7:14 KJV

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign;
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.

 

Matthew is very plain in saying that Joseph was not the
father of Christ.

Matthew 1:18 KJV

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When
as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came
together, she was found with child of the Holy
Ghost.

 

They had not yet become husband and wife.

 

At first Joseph did not even understand and felt that
Mary had been unfaithful to him.

Matthew 1:19 KJV

Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not
willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away
privily.

 

The angel tells us of the virgin birth.

Matthew 1:20 KJV

But while he thought on these things, behold, the
angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph,
thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Ghost.

 

The angel clearly states that the Holy Ghost, not Joseph, is the
Father of Jesus.

 

The meaning of the word “Emmanuel” here perhaps wraps
the Christmas story up in three words better than any other
words.

Matthew 1:23 KJV

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall
bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which
being interpreted is, God with us.

 

It simply means, “God with us.” 

 

Again the virgin birth is mentioned.

Matthew 1:25 KJV

And knew her not till she had brought forth her
firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.

 

Mary’s purity is vindicated.

 

Mary attested to the truth of the virgin
birth.

Luke 1:34 KJV

Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be,
seeing I know not a man?

 

Once again the angel tells us of this blessed
truth.

Luke 1:35 KJV

And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of God.

 

 

Notice, “…Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born
Jesus….”

Matthew 1:16 KJV

And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom
was born Jesus, who is called Christ.

 

Notice that the word “begat” is used as it lists the men who
carried the seed of the Christ Child, but when it comes to Mary,
Joseph is not mentioned as being the father of Christ, neither is
the word “begat” used.

 

IV.    THE MISUNDERSTANDING THAT MARY IS
THE MOTHER OF GOD

Not a better lady can be found in the Bible perhaps than
Mary. 

 

To be sure, she was a very clean, virtuous lady and deserves
much credit. 

 

However, she is never called “the mother of
God.”

She knew the Saviour.

Luke 1:47 KJV

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Saviour.

 

This means that she, too, was a sinner.

 

She was a woman of low estate, not of high
estate.

Luke 1:48 KJV

For he hath regarded the low estate of his
handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call
me blessed.

 

John 2:4 explains Jesus’ feeling toward the
matter.

John 2:4 KJV

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with
thee? mine hour is not yet come.

 

 

Mary was not the only woman called “blessed” among
women.

Judges 5:24 KJV

Blessed above women shall Jael the wife of Heber the
Kenite be, blessed shall she be above women in the
tent.

 

It is interesting how tradition slips into Christianity.

 

CONCLUSION: 

Jesus is the preexistent Son of God;


	He was not the son of Joseph;

	He did not come into existence in
Bethlehem;

	He was born of a virgin; and



Mary was simply the instrument used to bring His body into the
world. 
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Chapter 3
THE PROBLEM OF CHRISTMAS





Matthew 1:18-25 KJV

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When
as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came
together, she was found with child of the Holy
Ghost.

Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not
willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away
privily.

But while he thought on these things, behold, the
angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph,
thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Ghost.

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call
his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their
sins.

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet,
saying,

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall
bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which
being interpreted is, God with us.

Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel
of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his
wife:

And knew her not till she had brought forth her
firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.

 

Christmas is an unusual time of year for me preaching wise.

 

On the one hand, I understand where the guys come from who
discourage a lot of Christmas hype.


	I recognize the error of the Christmas
commercialism

	I realize that most people who celebrate Christmas have
no understanding of Christ

	I really do not believe that Christ was born in
December 



 

On the other hand, the subject of Christmas is key to everything
that is Christian.

 

And I enjoy the season.

 

I find that people are easier to preach to at Christmas time
even than they are at Easter.

 

For years I have tried to plan a big day at church to coincide
with Easter, but many years ago I got into the habit of asking Bill
Bramblett to preach for me on Easter


	First, as a part of the big day but

	Secondly, because I don't find the visitors at Easter
to be receptive to the message



 

Christmas is just the opposite.

It is easy to preach to the people who come to church this time
of year.

 

I couldn't tell you the reason for the difference, I just know
there is a different spirit in the visitors who come to Easter
services and the ones who come to Christmas services; and I like
the spirit at Christmas better

 

Having said that, I often begin thinking about a preparing for
Christmas preaching way ahead of time - and sometimes come up with
more than I can preach in a sermon or two.

 

So this year I have decided to preach a Christmas series, but I
have decided to shake things up just a little bit and preach it in
the Sunday night services.

 

I don't even plan to preach a Christmas message at all Sunday
mornings.

 

This morning's message was about as close to Christmas as we
will get in the AM services.

 

So I want to start out tonight with a message I am going to
call;

The Problem With Christmas

 

Or maybe a better title would be

The Problem with the Prophecies About
Christmas

 

Christmas being, of course, the birth of Christ.

 

Here is the problem the prophets had with Christmas - they would
prophesy one thing and then God would have them prophesy something
that, without a lot of reflection, appears to contradict the first
prophesy.

 

1 Peter 1:10-12 KJV

Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and
searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come
unto you:

Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of
Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand
the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should
follow.

Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves,
but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported
unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to
look into.

 

The Bible says that when it comes to the things of Christ and
salvation the prophets would search or study their own works trying
to figure out what they themselves just said.

 

It wasn't them speaking - it was God speaking through them.

 

So once they were done they would look through what they and
other prophets had written to see if they could learn what God had
just said through them.

 

The prophets ran into some problems they themselves wanted to
search out.

 

So it would probably be good for us to search some of them out
too.

 

Here is a problem

I. THE PROBLEM OF WHO CHRIST IS

Isaiah 7:14 KJV

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign;
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.

 

The Bible says that when the Christ comes, He will be called
Immanuel.

 

This prophecy is fulfilled in Matthew 1:23 KJV

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall
bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which
being interpreted is, God with us.

So far, no problem.

 

The prophets said a child would be born and His name would be
Immanuel.

 

When Jesus was born, no one named Him Immanuel, but they did not
need to.

 

Jesus is not Immanuel in name; anyone could have been that.

 

Jesus is Immanuel in fact.

 

He is in fact, "God with us"

 

That is the problem.


	How can a child be born, who is God?

	How can a baby be God?

	How can one be both God and man?



 

The prophet gives the Word of God and then begins His
search….

 

God, you are telling me you are going to come and dwell among
men.

I can get that.

 

But you are telling me that when You come You will come as a
baby, a child?

 

The two terms God and Man are so diverse it is impossible that
the two be one….

 


	God is perfect

	Man is fallible



 


	God is all powerful

	Man is weak and frail



 


	God is holy

	Man is sinful



 


	God is infinite

	Man's life is like a vapor that "appeareth for a
little time and vanisheth away"



 

How could one be both God and man?

 

Well first of all, with God nothing shall be impossible.

 

However, the answer to the problem is found in just one
word;

virgin

 

Isaiah 7:14 KJV

…. Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,
….

 

No virgin could conceive and bear a son.

 

This is a work of God!

 

Mary could not comprehend it? She has to ask the question

Luke 1:34-35 KJV

….., How shall this be, seeing I know not a
man?

 

Luke 1:34-35 KJV

And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of God.

 

Psalms 118:23 KJV

This is the LORD'S doing; it is marvellous in our
eyes.

 

The whole key to how God could be man is that this is the Lord's
doing.

 

A second problem the prophets had

II. THE PROBLEM OF WHENCE CHRIST CAME

Genesis 49:10 KJV

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a
lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him
shall the gathering of the people be.

 

So here is the prophecy.

 

When the Messiah, Christ comes. He will be from the tribe of
Judah.

 

God had been doing some whittling down of His original prophesy
concerning the Messiah

 

Genesis 3:14-15 KJV

And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou
hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every
beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt
thou eat all the days of thy life:

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise his heel.

 

Over the course of the first book of the Bible God has taken man
from the promise that

 


	A Messiah would come from mankind

	A Messiah would come from the seed of
Abraham

	A Messiah would come from Isaac

	A Messiah would come from one of Jacob's children
to

	A Messiah would come from Judah



 

No problem here so far, not until we come to

Deuteronomy 23:2 KJV

A bastard shall not enter into the congregation of
the LORD; even to his tenth generation shall he not enter into the
congregation of the LORD.

 

So here is God's standard in the Mosiac law; no illegitimate
children are allowed to be in the congregation of the Lord.

 

I am not going to try to explain that away that is simply God's
standard. Any child born out of wedlock or from an immoral
relationship was not to be permitted into the household of
faith.

 

Now, a student of the Bible would sooner or later catch
this,

 


	The Bible says that someone from Judah's family is
going to sit on God's throne forever and

	The Bible says that no one who is born of a harlot can
be in God's congregation, much less be its king



 

But the Bible says that among the lineage of Jesus Christ is one
named Phares, the daughter of Thamar.

 

He was the illegitimate son of Judah and Thamar, his daughter in
law.

 

How can David be the king of the Jews and

Break one of the laws of Moses at the same time?

 

OK, Deuteronomy 23:2 KJV says,

A bastard shall not enter into the congregation of
the LORD; even to his tenth generation shall he not enter into the
congregation of the LORD.

 

See that phrase, the tenth generation?

Now look closely at Matthew 1:3


	Judah begat Phares (one
generation)

	Phares begat Esrom (2)

	Esrom begat Aram (3)

	Aram begat Aminadab (4)

	Aminadab begat Naasson (5)

	Naasson begat Salmon (6)

	Salmon begat Boaz (7)

	Boaz begat Obed (8)

	Obed begat Jesse (9)

	Jesse begat David (10)



 

Jesus comes from Abraham to Isaac to Jacob to Judah to David the
king.

 

And David is rightfully a king because he is 10 generations from
the sin that would have disqualified his father from being
king.

 

What you see in this is grace!

 

God has so overseen His plan for mankind that even man's wicked
sin could not spoil what God has designed!

 

Problem number three

III. THE PROBLEM OF WHERE DID CHRIST CALL
HOME

Micah 5:2 KJV

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting.

 

Almost everyone knows this passage and that Jesus was from
Bethlehem.

 

But try to think like Micah might have thought.

 

God tells him to tell everyone that the Messiah will come from
Behtlehem, but Micah knows his Bible.

 

And he knows that Hosea 11:1 KJV says

When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and
called my son out of Egypt.

 

A passage that God applies to Jesus Christ in Matthew 2:14-15
KJV

When he arose, he took the young child and his
mother by night, and departed into Egypt:

And was there until the death of Herod: that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet,
saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.

 

Further, Micah must have known Isaiah 11:1 KJV

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of
Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:

 

God applies that passage to Jesus Christ in Matthew 2:23 KJV

And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth:
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He
shall be called a Nazarene.

 

The word Nazareth means "a sprout or branch."

 

So here is Micah; he says to himself, "God has told us that the
Messiah would come from Egypt, that He would be called a Nazarene
and now God tells me to tell the people he will be from Bethlehem….
Which one is it?"

 

The answer? All three!

 

He was


	Born in Bethlehem

	Taken into Egypt and

	Raised in Nazareth



 

And every last one of them is a fulfillment of prophecy

 

A fourth problem for the prophets…

IV. THE PROBLEM OF RIGHT TO RULE

2 Samuel 7:11-13 KJV

And as since the time that I commanded judges to be
over my people Israel, and have caused thee to rest from all thine
enemies. Also the LORD telleth thee that he will make thee an
house.

And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep
with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall
proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his
kingdom.

He shall build an house for my name, and I will
stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever.

 

Now here is the promise that God's Word makes;

David will have a son, we now know him to be Solomon, and One
from Solomon's lineage would rule on the throne in Israel for
ever.

 

So far so good.

 

But the problem comes when Jeremiah pronounces

Jeremiah 36:30 KJV

Therefore thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of
Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: and his
dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the
night to the frost.

 

David's son, Solomon did take the throne, and for the next
several centuries one of Solomon's lineage ruled in Jerusalem.

 

Until comes Jehoiakim.

This man's wickedness so stirred the anger of God that He
pronounced that no child of Jehoikim's can ever rule on Israel's
throne….

 

How is that going to work out?

 


	God has promised that one of Solomon's sons would rule
forever and

	None of Jehoiakim's sons (of the kingly lineage of
Solomon) could ever rule in Israel.



 

God worked it out simply….

Jesus' legal step father was of the lineage of
Solomon.

The laws of the land in those days made an adopted child even
more legally a child than a child by birth. So through Joseph Jesus
could legally be king.

 

But Joseph was not Jesus' father by blood.

 

Mary on the other hand, was not in the lineage of
Solomon.

She was related to King David, so Jesus had David's blood
coursing through Him, but none of Solomon's.

 


	He was legally right for the throne through Joseph's
lineage

	He was prophetically right for the throne through
Mary's lineage.



 

All of these problems the prophets had to search into.

They knew God's Word was true, but some parts of it posed a
problem for them that took study to come to conclusion.

 

Finally the prophets had

V. THE PROBLEM OF HIS RECEPTION

Psalms 118:22 KJV

The stone which the builders refused is become the
head stone of the corner.

 

The Bible says that Jesus Christ will be both refused and a
headstone of the corner.

 

Isaiah said

Isaiah 8:14 KJV

And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of
stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel,
for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem.

 

Isaiah 28:16 KJV

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in
Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner
stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make
haste.

 

And Daniel adds,

Daniel 2:34 KJV

Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without
hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and
clay, and brake them to pieces.

 

So the prophets say that the Messiah, when He comes will be

 


	A headstone

	A foundation stone

	A precious cornerstone



 

And


	A refused stone

	A stone of stumbling

	A tried stone

	A rock of offense and

	A smiting stone



 

The prophets had a problem. How can the Messiah be all of
that?

 

1 Peter 2:6-8 KJV answers the problem

Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture,
Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he
that believeth on him shall not be confounded.

Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but
unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders
disallowed, the same is made the head of the
corner,

And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence,
even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient:
whereunto also they were appointed.

 

The difference is faith.

 


	He is precious to those who believe

	He is an offense to those who do not.



 


	He is a sure foundation to those who
believe

	He is the stone that will grind to powder those who do
not



 

Conclusion

 

The Bible says of the prophets that they did not take the
Christmas theme too casually.

 

They did not view the coming of the Messiah as a nice holiday
and a time to gather with family.

 

The coming of the Messiah was not about


	Decorations and

	Trees and

	Packages wrapped beautifully



 

When the prophets considered Christmas, the Bible says they
searched diligently.

 

They studied what the Word of God had to say….

 

Because they knew that in the Christmas story is to be found the
difference between


	Salvation from God or

	The wrath of God



 

This Christmas we need to look deeply into the Word of God and
discover what Christ is for us personally…..

 

Is he a precious stone, the cornerstone and foundation stone of
our eternal life?

 

Or will He ultimately be a smiting stone, whose message we
rejected or took too casually and now will be the sentence of our
eternal doom?

 

You might say, "Pastor I am a Christian."

 

Well what is the Word of God to you this Christmas?


	Is it a stumbling stone that you find to be a necessary
part of being a Christian, but you don't really know and obey?
Or

	Is it a precious stone that you have been building your
life upon day after day?



 










Chapter 4
The Dark Side of Christmas


Matthew 1:21 KJV

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call
his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their
sins.

 

I would suspect that the most popular Christmas show ever
produced was Irving Berlin's WHITE CHRISTMAS.

 

And of course, the show's most prominent song, by the same
title

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas

With every Christmas card I write

Where the tree tops glisten

And children listen

To hear sleigh bells in the snow

 

The song's intent is to elicit in one's mind pictures of


	Peace

	Comfort and

	Serenity



 

If a person isn't a Scrooge the Christmas season has come to
have two primary focuses

 


	One, the more spiritual one, thoughts of peace, joy and
love.

	Two, the more secular one, thoughts of excitement,
anticipation, hustle and bustle, lights, food and
family.



 

Once in a while someone will attempt to bring home the real
meaning of Christmas by reminding everyone that

"Jesus is the reason for the season."

 

While I do not deny that to be true, I would like to point out
that it is only partially accurate.

 

I want to take you on a little bit of a different direction
tonight.

I want to speak on the subject, The Dark Side of
Christmas

 

The real meaning of Christmas is not about


	Snow and pastoral scenes of peace

	It's not about love joy and goodwill

	It's not about presents, packages boxes and
bags



 

The real meaning of Christmas lies in why Jesus left heaven and
became flesh.

 

The Bible says Jesus came to save us from our sins.

 

Sin is the real reason for the season.

 

Christmas cannot really be celebrated until we understand what
it is we are celebrating.

 

And we are celebrating that God became man and dwelt among us to
take away our sins.

 

What is it He has come to take away?

Why is it such cause for joy?

 

I want to try to answer that with four questions concerning
sin…

 

Question number one,

I. WHAT IS SIN? 

Matthew 5:48 KJV

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which
is in heaven is perfect.

 

The Greek word just means, "to miss the
mark."

 

It is to stray anywhere from the bulls eye.

 


	You may be on the paper

	You may be above below or right or left of the
mark



 

But if you are not in the mark, it is sin.

 


	You may be close

	You may be a lot closer than some



 

But that is not God's standard.

 

The standard is perfection and anything less is sin.

 

Sin is also transgressing God's law

1 John 3:4 KJV

Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law:
for sin is the transgression of the law.

 

God has given us His law; His holy word.

 

Sin is to violate that Word.

It is to live as if we have no law, as if we were a law unto
ourselves.

 

Sin is to un-god, God and place ourselves where only God
belongs.

 

John Bunyon, the famous preacher of the 1600's once said,
"Sin is the dare of God's justice.  Sin is the rape of
God's mercy.  It is the jeer of His patience, the sleight of
His power and the contempt of His love." 

 

The crazy thing is that

God gave us His law for our good

Mark 2:27 KJV

And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man,
and not man for the sabbath:

 

Every Word of God, even the commands, are meant for


	Our happiness

	Our joy and

	Our eternal salvation



 

To reject them for our lives is to do so at our own great
harm.

 

A second question,

II. WHAT IS SIN LIKE? 

 

Sin is the reason Christ was born.

So what are the characteristics of this sin?

 

A. Sin is defiling

Ezekiel 16:1-6 KJV

Again the word of the LORD came unto me,
saying,

Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know her
abominations,

And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto Jerusalem; Thy
birth and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy father was an
Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite.

And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born
thy navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to supple
thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled at
all.

None eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee,
to have compassion upon thee; but thou wast cast out in the open
field, to the lothing of thy person, in the day that thou wast
born.

And when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in
thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood,
Live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood,
Live.

 

God says sin is like the pollution and defilement of a baby left
after birth.

 

Someone said of sin,


	It is to precious metal what rust
is. 

	It is what scars are to a lovely face,

	It is what stain is to silk cloth,



 

The puritan preacher, Thomas Goodwin said

"Sin is called poison; sinners,
serpents. 

Sin is called vomit; sinners, dogs. 

Sin is called the stench of graves; sinners, rotten
sepulchers. 

Sin is called mire; sinners, pigs." 

 

Sin is a disgusting defiling thing.

 

B. Sin is defiant

Psalms 12:4 KJV

Who have said, With our tongue will we prevail; our
lips are our own: who is lord over us?

 

Sin will accept no god but self.

 

Sin is in opposition to God. Sin shakes its fist into the face
of Jesus Christ


	Sin drives a nail in His hand. 

	Sin crushes a crown of thorns on His
head. 

	Sin jams a spear into His side. 

	Sin spits on Him. 

	Sin mocks Him. 

	Sin says "I will do what I will do!"



 

Oh, sin cane put on a good front.


	Sin can sing the Christmas carols and feast over the
Christmas meal.

	Sin can attend a Christmas service



 

But sin will not submit to Jesus Christ.

 

C. Sin is ingratitude

Sin ignores the blessings of God and either claims the glory for
them or denies the goodness of them.

 

The Bible says Matthew 5:45 KJV

…He maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the
unjust.

 


	It is God who has provided all the food the sinner
eats. 

	It is God who has granted every beauty,

	It is God who has given wisdom to our minds,
coordination to our bodies, to allow us to think and to feel and to
work and to play and to rest that life might be full and
useful. 

	It is God who made love. 

	It is God who made laughter. 

	It is God, of course, who gives us joys in life, little
children, friends. 

	It is God who gives each man the special skill, each
woman the special ability that makes him and her who they are and
no one else. 

	It is God who made man to have a basic care for himself
and each other so that life is filled with those kinds of good
things that we all enjoy. 

	It is God who preserves us from getting every disease
and dying every death. 



God literally surrounds the ungrateful sinner with His
providential care and when we continue in sin, we defy that
goodness and we express ingratitude for that kindness.

 

Most importantly

D. Sin is humanly incurable

Jeremiah 13:23 KJV

Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard
his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do
evil.

 

God says a sinner can't stop his sin any more than


	A man can change the color of his skin or

	An animal can change the pattern of his
coat



 

Sin is as much a part of who we are as


	How tall we grow to be

	The color of hair we have or whether we have hair at
all

	Whether we are male or female

	Whether our eyes are blue or brown or a combination of
them



 


	We may wished we could change these things about
us

	We may be able to do some things that make us feel
better about them.



But we can't change them.

 

And the same is true of our sin.

 


	Sin can't be legislated out. 

	Sin can't be philosophized out. 

	Sin can't be psychologized out. 

	Sin can't be wished out. 

	Sin can't be pushed out by
self-effort. 



 

What's more

E. Sin is detestable to God

 

Someone said


	God does not resist a man because he's
poor. 

	God does not resist a person because they
are

	ignorant or

	crippled or

	ill or

	despised by the world or

	limited in ability or because

	they seem to have little to offer. 



 

But God hates sin

Jeremiah 44:4 KJV

Howbeit I sent unto you all my servants the
prophets, rising early and sending them, saying, Oh, do not this
abominable thing that I hate.

 

Let me address the third question tonight,

III. HOW MANY PEOPLE DOES SIN EFFECT? 

Romans 3:10 KJV

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not
one:

 

Romans 3:23 KJV

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God;

 

Here it is, sin has affected every human being since Adam,
excluding Jesus Christ.

 

We bear not only the guilt of Adam's sin but


	The pollution

	The depravity

	The corruption



Of his sin.

 

We bear it in our genetics that produce in us


	Cancer

	Heart disease and

	Birth defects



 

If a person wonders if sin has impacted them all they need do is
ask themselves


	Have I ever been ill?

	Am I growing older?

	Will I die one day?



 

All of us must answer each of those questions in the affirmative
and by doing so we have born witness to our own spiritual
condition….

 

We bear the corruption of sin in our bodies.

 

The reason for Christmas is


	Not presents

	Not to give us a reason to be nice to our fellow
man

	Not to decorate and host meals with our friends and
family



 

The reason for Christmas is because all have sinned and Christ
came to take away our sins.

 

Sin runs so deeply in our persons that


	Even after we have been saved

	Even after our sins have been forgiven



 

We still struggle with sin in our bodies.

 

Let me come to the final question

IV. WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF THIS SIN?

 

A. Sin causes evil to overpower us

 

Because of sin, evil dominates us.

Jeremiah 17:9 KJV

The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked: who can know it?

 

Ephesians 4:18 KJV

Having the understanding darkened, being alienated
from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because
of the blindness of their heart:

 

1 Corinthians 2:11 KJV

For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the
spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no
man, but the Spirit of God.

 

Sin has so dominated mankind that


	The mind

	The will

	The emotions



Are all under the the power of sin so that even the Apostle Paul
said Romans 7:19 KJV

For the good that I would I do not: but the evil
which I would not, that I do.

 

Do you ever feel like this?

 

Well now we are approaching the good news of Christmas.

 

The good news is Jesus came on Christmas to take away the sin
that so dominates us.

 

But I have not yet finished

 

Secondly

B. Sin brings us under the domination of
Satan

2 Timothy 2:26 KJV

And that they may recover themselves out of the
snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his
will.

 

The lost person thinks he is free.

 


	He doesn't want the restrictions of
Christianity

	He doesn't want the commands of
Christianity



 

What he doesn’t realize is only the Christian is ever really
free, free to obey the Lord and do righteousness.

 

John 8:36 KJV

If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall
be free indeed.

 

D. Sin makes a person miserable

Matthew 11:28-30 KJV

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls.

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.

 

This past week we have had a graphic illustration of the results
of a life of sin.

 

You tell me that Maurice Clemens enjoyed the last few days of
his life….

 

His sin had brought him to the place where he had to flee 24
hours a day


	Running from one hiding place to the next

	Searching for someone, anyone who would help him, never
knowing if the next person he came into contact with would be the
one who would turn him in.

	There he was, with a fatal gunshot wound to his own
abdomen, but he couldn't go to a hospital or medical
facility

	He couldn't even afford to get a few hours
sleep



 

There wasn't a safe place anywhere in the United States of
America for him to be until finally an officer caught up with him
and finished what one of those four officers he had killed
began.

 

You tell me taking Jesus' yoke isn't better than that!

 

But, you might say, my sin isn't that extreme

 

Two thoughts


	You don't know that your sin won't end up
there

	You can't tell me that the misery your own sin brings
isn't already bad enough



 

That's the real meaning of Christmas!

 

The final result of sin

E. Sin damns a soul to eternal hell

 

Rough figures for you tonight


	Fifty-million people will die this year,

	A hundred and thirty-six thousand nine-hundred and
eighty-six die every day. 

	Ninety-five die every minute. 



And all of them will die and all of them will face hell if they
die without Christ.

 

Charles Spurgeon said, "Man is hanging over the mouth of hell by
a solitary plank. And the plank is rotten." 

 










Chapter 5
The Original Christmas Spirit





Luke 1:46-55

 

One of those popular phrases we hear a lot this time of year is
the term, The Christmas Spirit.

 

And that term can mean different things to different people;
some positive and some negative.

 


	To Scrooge the Christmas spirit was a
ghost.

	To the liquor industry the Christmas spirit comes in a
bottle, they will sell somewhere around $75 million worth this
month in America.

	Some people feel that the Christmas spirit is the truce
that takes place in the family where nobody brings up the family
fights.

	For some people the Christmas spirit is expressed in a
card that conveys a sentiment of well being. Americans will send
more than five billion Christmas cards this year.



 

One little boy suggested that the Christmas spirit is
really contentment because that's what you need to be when
you don't get what you want.

 

For some people the Christmas spirit is an attitude of
happiness found in the fellowship of friends, or

 

The party spirit while consuming 10 million to
15 million turkeys.

 

For many, however, the Christmas spirit is not


	So trivial or

	So frivolous or

	So fun.



 

For many the Christmas spirit is one of profound sadness
and increased depression because all that is wrong in
their lives is measured this time of year against the hilarity of
the time and seems even more painful.

 


	Alcohol consumption

	Depression and

	Suicide all increase at Christmas time



 

And along with it


	Divorces

	Car accidents and

	Death



 

Did you know that this is the busiest time of the year for the
funeral industry?

 

It is interesting how many people eat themselves to death during
the holidays.


	Diabetics

	Heart disease patients and

	Others



Ignore their doctors' instructions "just this once" and
literally kill themselves with sugar overdoses!

 

Illustration

We had some friends years ago who told about the time Laurie
(the husband) was at the family dinner.

 

He was sitting closest to the seven or eight pumpkin pies his
mom had made for the festivities so every time one of his relatives
would ask him to pass the pie he would take a slice for himself and
then pass it down.

 

After personally eating, I think he said, four whole pies he
laid down on the floor buckled over with stomach cramps.

 

When his mom asked him what was wrong he said "I shouldn't have
eaten that last piece!"

 

So with those deaths this time of year comes painful memories
for families.


	My wife

	My sister

	My daughter in law



 

One poet tried to express the sadness some people feel
at Christmas with these words

"Christmas is a bitter day for
mothers who are poor.

The wistful eyes of children are
daggers to endure.

Though shops are crammed with
playthings enough for everyone,

if a mother's purse is empty
there might as well be none."

 

And then the poet ended with these words,

"My purse is full of money but I
cannot buy a toy,

only a wreath of holly for the
grave of my little boy."

 

What is the Christmas spirit?

 

Some people think it is a time of saying
thanks. Years ago one preacher said,

"When we were children we were grateful to those who filled our
stockings with toys at Christmas, why are we not grateful to God
for filling our stocking with legs?"[1]

 

Some people think that the Christmas spirit is the
spirit of excitement and anticipation as we await
that one morning ever year when all of the hopes for Christmas
food, family and fun comes together.

 

And of course most people think that the Christmas spirit
is the spirit of giving.

Billions of dollars are spent during the Christmas season
leading the retail world to dub terms like "black Friday", the day
after Thanksgiving when most Christmas presents are purchased and
the retailers find out if they are going to make any money for the
year.

 

It is amazing to think that these businesses merely exist 3/4 of
the year and experience profit or loss almost entirely based upon
the purchases made for December 25!

 

I have spent a ton of time trying to describe the different
spirits that are Christmas 2009.

 

What I want to do right now is take you back to maybe A.D. 3 or
4 and to the tiny country of Jerusalem.

 

God is about to do a most wonderful thing.

God is about to become man and dwell among men

 

In preparation, announcements are made


	To Zacharias and Elizabeth, the mother of John the
Baptist

	To Joseph, espoused to Mary

	To Mary, the virgin chosen to be the vessel of Christ's
birth and

	To the shepherds who were watching their flocks by
night



 

After Christ was born, there were presentations of the child


	To a man named Simeon

	To a prophetess named Anna and

	To the wise men who had come from the
east



 

In every case, the reaction to the news of Christ's birth was
the same and I want to suggest to you that their reaction is

 

The original Christmas spirit

 

In every case the first reaction to the news of Christ was

Worship

 

The original spirit of Christmas was a spirit of worship

 

So from our passage tonight I want to point out three things
about worship for the Christmas season

 

Notice with me first

I. THE ATITUDE OF WORSHIP

Luke 1:46-48 KJV

And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the
Lord,

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Saviour.

For he hath regarded the low estate of his
handmaiden:

 

Let me show you what these few words tells us about the attitude
of worship

 

First

A. It is internal

She says that


	My soul doth magnify the Lord and

	My spirit rejoices in God my Saviour



 

You see, her worship began internally; in her soul and
spirit.

 

Worship is not external

Worship shows up externally, but true worship must begin
internally.

 

Jesus said of some

Matthew 15:8 KJV

This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth,
and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from
me.

 

If worship does not spring from the heart first, it is not real
worship, not the kind God will accept anyway.

 

Secondly

B. It is intense

Luke 1:46 KJV

And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the
Lord,

 

The word magnify comes from the sae word that we get "mega"
from.

 

You know like "Mega church"

 

It means something that is bigger than big.

 

It is something that is huge!

 

She is speaking about something that is


	Big,

	Loud

	Larger than life



 

True worship of God begins in the heart and is supernatural in
its character and attitude.

 

It is an attitude of awe, of overwhelming wonder.

 

God became man and dwelt among us to take away our sins!

 

Thirdly

C. It is habitual

Luke 1:46 KJV

And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the
Lord,

 

Notice the term "doth magnify."

 

The term is in the present active tense. It just means that it
is an action that, now that it has begun, will go on and on.

 

It is like the proverbial perpetual motion machine; it never
stops.

 

True worship becomes a way of life because it's fixed on
something that never changes.


	God never changes.

	Christ never changes.

	Salvation never changes.

	His promises never change.

	Our future never changes.

	The Spirit never leaves.



So why should worship rise and fall? Why should it ebb and flow?
True worship doesn't.

 

Fourth

D. It is humble

Luke 1:48 KJV

For he hath regarded the low estate of his
handmaiden:

 

True worship is always between God and the worshiper. It is
never about others.

 

True worship doesn't think about what others will think

True worship doesn't compare itself to other worshippers, only
to the one being worshipped.

 

Mary was in the physical presence of Elizabeth when she spoke
these words, but she did not say that she was better than Elizabeth
because


	She was giving birth to the Son of God
and

	Elizabeth was only giving birth of the
forerunner



 

She was more that willing to acknowledge her own low estate and
to praise God that He had regarded her in her low estate.

 

Let me move on to

II. THE OBJECT OF WORSHIP

Luke 1:46-48 KJV

And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the
Lord,

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Saviour.

For he hath regarded the low estate of his
handmaiden:

 

Notice that all of the worship is

A. Focused upon God

 

Worship is one dimensional - it only sees God

 

Jesus said

Luke 4:8 KJV

 …. it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

 

And that it focuses on

B. God's salvation

 

God is awesome on so many different levels


	omniscient He knows everything,

	omnipresent  He's everywhere at the same
time,

	omnipotent He's all powerful and almighty and there is
nothing He can't do

	immutable, He never changes.



 

Every one of those truths is so far beyond us that we ought to
bow and worship Him

 

But this one thing transforms that worship

 

That this God who is


	All knowing and

	All powerful and

	All present



 

Wants to save me -

 

That turns worship from something that is forced to something
that is desirable.

 

Then finally tonight let me take you to

III. THE CAUSE OF WORSHIP

Luke 1:46-48 KJV

And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the
Lord,

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Saviour.

For he hath regarded the low estate of his
handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call
me blessed.

 

I want to show you three things that motivated Mary's
worship

 

First

A. What God had done for her personally

Look at the words


	My soul

	My spirit

	My Saviour

	Me blessed



 

Notice that she is not magnifying herself.

 

Her worship stems from her humility.

 

She is a sinner

She needs a Saviour

 

And God has given her that Saviour!

 

Real worship begins when we realize


	That our sins are forgiven.

	That God has done what we could never have
deserved

	That Christ came to save me from my sins



 

Secondly she worships because of

B. What God had done for others

Luke 1:50 KJV

And his mercy is on them that fear him from
generation to generation.

 

I don't suppose real worship can be real worship if it is kept
to ourselves.

 

Mary worshiped God not only because of what God had done for
her, but what God had done "from generation to
generation."

 

Thirdly she worships because of

C. What God has done for His own

Luke 1:51-54 KJV

He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath
scattered the proud in the imagination of their
hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and
exalted them of low degree.

He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the
rich he hath sent empty away.

He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of
his mercy;

 

God provides every needs for His own

 

First He saves us and calls us His own.

Then


	He strengthens

	He feeds

	He exalts and

	He helps



 

Those that are His own.

 

Conclusion

I like the "Christmas spirit"

 


	I like the spirit of cheer and good will

	I like the spirit of anticipation and
excitement



 

But I want to remind you of a different kind of Christmas
spirit

 


	The kind that can comfort you when Christmas has some
difficult memories

	The kind that can lift you when Christmas only accents
your pain



 

The kind of Christmas spirit that can carry you, when the
glitter of Christmas morning is past and your home once again feels
empty and quiet.

 

It is the original Christmas spirit

 

The spirit of worship and awe

That God saved you

That God saves others around you and

That God has promised to care for His own,

 







[1] G.K. Chesterton as gleaned from John MacArthur's sermon ,
The True Christmas Spirit














Chapter 6
What Keeps Them Away?





Luke 9:57-62

 

Christmas is over.

 

No doubt the most celebrated event in all of the world,
people


	From all around the world

	From a thousand different cultures



 


	Some with almost no money

	Others with almost endless resources



 


	People with opposing viewpoints

	People with divergent interests



All stopped for a few brief moments this past week and observed,
in their own ways, a season of celebration centered around God's
own gift to mankind, Jesus Christ.

 

And that proves a point that I want to begin with and use as the
platform for the message I have to bring tonight…..

 

It is obvious that huge numbers of people in this world, even
those who do not profess to be Christians, find much of what Christ
taught to be attractive.

 

And why not?

What is there about Christ that is not pleasant?

 

His authority was obvious.

His words were unique.

His works were supernatural.

His wisdom was superhuman.

His purity was unquestionable.

His power was fascinating

His provision was astounding

His healing took away their sickness.

His love was overwhelming.

His dominance of demons was shocking

His judgment was awesome.

His teaching was like nothing they had ever
heard.

 


	Everything about Him was astonishing.

	Everything about Him was marvelous.

	Everything about Him was supernatural.



 

And so it is not surprising to find in the text that we have
before us tonight that there are three people here who are anxious
and ready to be followers of Jesus Christ.

 

They had seen and heard enough that they knew they wanted what
Christ offered.

 

And yet be the end of this passage we learn that,
though all three were attracted to the Lord Jesus
Christ……

 

…..All three left the passage as
unbelievers.

 

I want to ask this question tonight:

How can something so obviously positive as the offer of eternal
life through Jesus Christ, be rejected by the overwhelming majority
of people?

 

How can someone who knows that following Christ is the right
thing to do, end up walking away from the Lord?

 

John answers the question for us in the clearest terms. He
says

John 3:19 KJV

And this is the condemnation, that light is come
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil.

 

Men love darkness rather than light because of their sin.

 

It is the nature of a worm to like dark, wet places because that
is what it is.

It will die in the warmth of light

 

And it is the nature of lost man to love the darkness because he
knows the light of Jesus Christ will expose and condemn his
sin.

 

But then, in our text tonight, the Lord gives us three specific
sins that turn people away from Christ.

 


	Even though they have enjoyed many parts of the
Christmas celebration

	Even though they might gladly acknowledge that Christ
is worthy of our following Him



 

Sin, taking the form of one of these three eventually overpowers
their attraction to Christ's light and they go back into the
darkness of sin until next year…..

 

I. THE SIN OF PERSONAL LIFESTYLE

Vs 57-58

 

A. Luke just calls this guy a "certain
man."

But Matthew 8:19 tells us that this guy is a "certain
scribe."

 


	This is a religious man

	This is a pious man



 

This guy has been trained in the study of the Word of God.

 

These were the guys that were originally trained and employed in
the work of making copies of the Bible.

 


	They were experts in their language and

	They were experts in the Bible

	They were the interpreters of the Jewish
law



 

And here is a scribe who says, "I want to follow you Lord."

 

WOW! We'd think that was wonderful!

 

We would want to sign him up right now!

 

You have to understand something about these scribes:

 


	First, they had already demonstrated hostility toward
the Lord Jesus Christ.

	Secondly, they had a lot of influence over the people
of Israel



 

If you get one of these guys on your side - it could go a long
way toward relieving the hostility!

 

And it isn't like you have to manipulate things to get this one
on Jesus' side.

 

He is here, claiming to want to follow Christ on the spot.

All Jesus has to do is accept him.

 


	He doesn't have to talk him into anything

	He doesn't have to convince the scribe to choose a new
path



 

The guy is ready to follow!

 

B. Now notice what Christ does

Vs 58

 

Jesus reminds this scribe, this influential leader of the Jewish
population that Jesus was a homeless man.

 


	Even the foxes in Israel had a place to call
home.

	Jesus had no place to lay His head.



 

To become a follower of Christ was to make a radical change
in


	Personal Lifestyle,

	Personal Comforts and

	Personal Priorities



 

C. Here is the difference between Christ's evangelism
program and ours

 

We tend to be so anxious to make converts that we will hedge the
message just a little bit to get people to accept it.

Not so with Jesus.

 

Jesus did not go out and get this one; this one came to
Jesus.

 

Jesus would not have had to mention anything negative about
being a follower of Christ.

 

He could have just welcomed this man into the group.

 

But he brought up the hard stuff.

 

Not only would Jesus not compromise to make a convert

Jesus would not allow this man to be a convert if he
compromised.

 

When I first became a Christian I witnessed to a guy I had
graduated from high school with.

 

Both of us had become welders in the Ironworkers and we were
working on a job together.

 

I was excited about being a believer and I was anxious to tell
everyone I could about the Lord.

 

I told Bobby the gospel and he asked what he needed to do in
order to be saved.

 

I told him he needed to admit he was a sinner

He said "I'm not to proud to admit that."

 

I told him he needed to believe that Jesus died to save him

He said, "I'm not to proud to believe that."

 

I told him he needed to call out to Christ to save him from his
sins.

He said, "I am not too proud to do that."

 

Then all of a sudden he stopped.

He asked me, "If I get saved will I have to give up women?"

 

Bobby was a very immoral person.

 

I could have told him, "No, all the Lord asks of you is that you
call on the Lord to be saved."

 

I did not say that. I said, "Bobby, if you aren't willing to
obey the Lord in everything He tells you to do, then you are ready
to call on Him to save you."

 

I did not tell him he would have to give up women; I believe God
did.

 

And I believe that Christian have been lying to the lost,
telling them that all they have to do is pray, until we have


	Bar hall singers who think they are saved

	Strip dancers who think they are saved

	Las Vegas gamblers who think they are
saved



 

I'm telling you, Jesus would not let that pass when He preached
to the would be followers.

 

One reason people won't follow Christ, even though they will
agree He is worthy of following is because they are not willing to
change their personal lifestyle in order to follow Him.

 

Secondly some will not follow because of

II. THE SIN OF PERSONAL POSSESSIONS

Vs 59-60

 

Here is another one.

 

Matthew says this one is already a disciple.

 

This is a guy who has made some sort of profession already.

This is a guy who has already decided to follow the Lord to some
degree.

 

He comes to the Lord and says, "I want to follow you Lord, but I
have to bury my father."

 

That seems like a pretty fair thing.

 


	The Bible tells us to honor our father and mother
and

	That if we don't honor them, our days will be shorter
upon the earth



 

Attending to the funeral of one's parents is without a doubt a
part of what it would mean to honor our father.

 

But that is not all that is implied in the passage.

 

We do have to rightly divide the Word of truth and that requires
that we do some studying doesn't it?

 

In the middle eastern culture if a son did not stay with his
father until he died, he did not get the inheritance.

 

The guy isn't saying, "My father has passed away and I need to
attend to his funeral."

 

They guy was saying, "I want to follow you, after I receive my
inheritance. Let me stay where I am until my father dies (and I get
my inheritance) and then I will come follow you.

 


	This isn't about honoring his parents

	This is about getting money and things



 

A lot of people won't follow Christ because following Christ
requires they give up what they might have had.

 

I am not trying to receive any praise, but I offer this as an
illustration….

 

I figured out this week (in preparation for this message) that I
have given in the neighborhood of $400,000 to the Lord since I
became a Christian.

 

That does not figure in things like


	Not having health insurance to cover the birth of our
second son

	Living in a dangerously run down house because it was
what we could afford

	Having times when we could not have eaten if someone
had not given us food

	Not having a retirement savings because there hasn't
been enough money to put in savings



 

Although we have been blessed beyond what we could have asked
for in the ministry

 

For Anita and I, following Christ meant giving up what the world
had to offer financially and materially.

 

Just a couple of weeks ago Anita's sister called her to wish her
a happy birthday.

 

Her sister reminded Anita that she had wasted her talents as a
teacher because she teaches a handful of children in our church
rather than maintaining her career in the public school system.

 

What her sister meant was that she had lost a lot of money, but
she had chosen to follow Christ instead.

 

The Lord has blessed many Christians with the ability to make
money.

 

But he never gives it to them so they can keep it for themselves
and have fine things….

 

He always gives it to them so they can give it away.

 

And those that follow Christ do just that.

 

Though there is nothing about Jesus Christ that is not
attractive

Some won't follow Him because they are willing to give up their
own lifestyles and ways

Some won't follow Him because they are willing to give away
their possessions for Christ and

 

Some won't follow because of

III. THE SIN OF PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS

Vs 61-62

 

Here's a guy who says, "Lord, I really do want to follow You,
just let me go back and say goodbye to everyone."

 

And again, that does not seem like that bad of a deal.

 

But remember, Jesus is doing more than hearing his words.

Jesus is listening to his heart.

 

And Jesus' response indicates something that is way deeper than
just wanting to say goodbye.

 

One preacher said that Jesus could see the cords that held this
man captive to his fear of man.

 


	He wanted to follow Jesus - as long as mom and dad
didn't mind

	He wanted to follow Jesus - as long as his brothers and
sister weren't upset about it

	He wanted to follow Christ - as long as his friends
weren't too angry about it



 

The Bible says

Proverbs 29:25 KJV

The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth
his trust in the LORD shall be safe.

 

Paul said

1 Thessalonians 2:4 KJV

But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust
with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God,
which trieth our hearts.

 

And Jesus told us

Matthew 10:35-37 KJV

For I am come to set a man at variance against his
father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in
law against her mother in law.

And a man's foes shall be they of his own
household.

He that loveth father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is
not worthy of me.

 

I am not saying that we should abandon our father and mother and
brothers and sisters and friends and relatives in order to follow
the Lord.

 

I am saying that we had better not let them get between us and
following the Lord!

 

The most loving thing I can do for my family and friends is to
be a


	Died in the wool

	Stick in the mud

	Narrow minded

	Non budging

	Won't compromise



Follower of the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

Jesus' own brothers and sisters did not believe he was the
Messiah at first….

John 7:5 KJV

For neither did his brethren believe in
him.

 

And at one point they came to speak to Him and he would not stop
ministering to meet with them.

Matthew 12:46-50 KJV

While he yet talked to the people, behold, his
mother and his brethren stood without, desiring to speak with
him.

Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy
brethren stand without, desiring to speak with
thee.

But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who
is my mother? and who are my brethren?

And he stretched forth his hand toward his
disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my
brethren!

For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which
is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and
mother.

 

 

Did that turn them away?

 

No -


	James, the pastor of the church in Jerusalem was one of
his brothers.

	And so was Jude the writer of the book just previous to
Revelation.



 

Conclusion

Do we know for certain that none of these three ever became real
believers and followers of Jesus Christ?

 

No we don't.

 

But one preacher wrote this….

"We are not told how these disciples responded, but there's a
strong implication that they left Christ to make a comfortable
place for themselves in the world." And to spend their lives
hugging the subordinate."[1]

 

They let go of heavenly eternal, wonderful things

 

So they could continue hugging the subordinate, temporal, lesser
things of this world.

 

What is it you hold on to?

What is it you treasure and hug and hold dear to your heart?

 

Is it Jesus Christ or

Is it


	Personal lifestyle

	Personal possessions and

	Personal relationships



 







[1] William McDonald, as told by John MacArthur in his sermon,
"Three Things That Keep People From Christ."














Chapter 7
How to Keep a Holy Day





Exodus 35:2

 

I want to bring what I believe will be a short message on the
subject, How to keep a Holy Day.

 

Our word "holiday" is an abbreviation of a term found three
times in the Bible, holy day.

 

The first time the word is found we are told that the day is to
be devoted rest

Exodus 35:2 KJV

Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day
there shall be to you an holy day, a sabbath of rest to the LORD:
whosoever doeth work therein shall be put to
death.

 

However a person can misinterpret this rest for selfish
reason.

A holy day is a day of rest - devoted to the Lord.

 

We find it again in

Nehemiah 10:31 KJV

And if the people of the land bring ware or any
victuals on the sabbath day to sell, that we would not buy it of
them on the sabbath, or on the holy day: and that we would leave
the seventh year, and the exaction of every debt.

 

The people had made an agreement that on the Sabbath and on the
holy day they would not conduct business as usual

 

Again it is found in

Isaiah 58:13 KJV

If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from
doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight,
the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing
thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine
own words:

 

Here the less is that the holy day is not for our carnal
pleasure, but is meant to be a day that we delight in the things of
the Lord.

 

But I want to make a leap from the term "holy day" to that of
"feast."

 

The people of Israel were given to spiritual feasts; observances
not unlike our holidays with the exception that theirs were
specifically a part of their religious life.

 

Of the feasts of Israel, none were as prominent as the feast of
the Passover.

 

I want to take a look at the Passover instructions and learn a
few lessons on how to keep a holy day.

 

Six things I find in Exodus 12:1-14

 

I. THERE WAS A TIME OF PREPARATION

Vs 3-6

 

The Jews would select the Passover lamb four days before the
feast was to take place, during which time the animal would be
checked to make sure there were no blemishes in the animal
whatsoever.

 

While they kept the animal not only would its qualifications be
certified, but the animal would also become endeared to the
family.

 

Of course remember that, in order to have animals that were fit
for this sacrifice, somebody had been raising them all year
long.

 

The lamb was a type of Christ


	Who is without blemish and

	Who both loves us and in turn we love Him



 

I see that same sort of preparation happening in our Holiday
season before Thanksgiving and Christmas.

 

It is true that the preparation is secularized and capitalized
upon today but it is nevertheless present.

 

In order for Christmas to be what it is preparations have to be
made all through the year - we never ever really stop thinking
about it.

 

Somebody is raising trees

Others are manufacturing the items that will be gifts and

Wrapping paper and cards

 

Somebody is writing the poetry that will be on the cards

 

And some people buy and stash away presents all year, just
waiting for Christmas.

 

When the season draws closer


	Decorations begin to go up

	Christmas programs begin to air on TV and

	Christmas music begins to play over the speaker
systems



 

Churches begin preparing for their programs


	Music is reviewed and purchased

	Skits are produced and practiced



 

II. A TIME OF FAMILY

Vs 3

 

The Passover was eaten as family units.

 

They did make provision for guests but it was primarily done
together as households.

 

While I think the tradition of family gathering for Christmas
has been over-emphasized today, clouding out the spiritual for the
family and creating huge amounts of pressure that ought not be
there -

 

Family feuds

Grown children being pulled between two families


	The husband's family are angry if he does come
there

	The wife's family is mad if they do go
there



 

And then there is all of the pressure of buying presents.

 

It can be a real mess.

 

Here's the thing

A Holy Day is meant to draw family together and to the Lord.

 

We must not let the perversion of family today ruin one of the
purposes of God's Holy Days.

 

Thirdly the Passover was

III. A TIME OF DEEP SYMBOLISM

Vs 6-7

 

While the sacrificial animal was to be eaten together by the
family, there were elements of the holy day that were deeply
spiritual and symbolical.

 

The blood of the animal was placed upon the doorposts of the
house.

 

The first Passover the blood served as a sign for the death
angel to pass over each house that and the blood, symbolizing that
the family had obeyed the Lord.

 


	Every Passover after the blood was a symbol of what God
had done for Israel and

	Each time the blood was placed on the doors it served
also to symbolize the blood of Jesus Christ which cleanses us from
all sin



 

Christmas too is filled with deep symbolism.

 

Of course, those symbols can be interpreted either spiritually
or secularly……

 

But everything from


	The Christmas tree

	The candy canes

	The stars and

	Crosses and

	Manger scenes



 

All of them can point to spiritual truths having to do with
Christ, the plan of salvation and the promise of eternal life.

 

 

IV. A TIME FOR EATING

Vs 8-10

 

During the Passover two particular foods were consumed.

A. There was the Passover Lamb

 

The Jews really did not eat all that much meat in older
cultures. Typical meals would have included breads and milk

 

They kept goats and sheep, but mostly for milk and for their
wool.

 

Meat was only consumed as a part of their


	Religious observances and

	During spiritual festivals



 

B. There were the bitter herbs

Eaten as a remembrance of Israel's years of slavery in
Egypt.

 

I know that within this room there are all sorts of different
traditional meals that we have for Christmas.

 


	Some have a turkey

	Some have ham



 

 

One family will eat Italian food

 

Ever since Christmas of 1997

Anita and I BBQ a Tri-Tip soaked in Santa Maria seasoning.

 

The point is that having a special meal CAN BE a very spiritual
experience, if you allow it to be.

 

The Lord's Supper is an observance of huge spiritual
significance that is observed by eating and drinking.

 

 

V. A TIME OF TRAVEL

Vs 11

 

No matter where the Jews lived they were expected to make at
least three pilgrimages to Jerusalem each year.

 

For some of the Jews, the trip could take days to complete.

There were all sorts of headaches to deal with for a trip like
that

 


	They did not have the kind of comfortable
transportation we have today

	They did not have the same convenient motel and hotel
systems we have

	They did not get paid days off

	Most of them would have lived on what they earned each
day



 

It is estimated that Jerusalem's population increased four times
during these holy days.


	The crowds

	The congestion

	The noise



 


	All of that could be considered a nuisance
or

	All of that might have contributed to the spirit of the
festival.



 

They even had rank commercialism associated with the Passover -
the kind that Jesus denounced when He overturned the moneychanger's
tables.

 

But even that did not detract from the expectation that the Jews
would keep their holy days.

 

VI. A TIME OF MEMORIAL

Vs 12-14

 

Every time the Jews partook in the Passover meal they remembered
what God had done for them by delivering them from Slavery.

 


	It could be inconvenient

	It could be expensive

	It could be crowded and

	It could be misunderstood as the years went
by



 

But there were always some who remembered why it was they
celebrated this holy day.

 

Let's make this Christmas a memorial.

 

Let's prepare ourselves so that this Christmas


	Our traditions

	Our family gatherings

	Our special meals and

	Our travels



All point us to Jesus Christ, who came to take away our
sins.

 










Chapter 8
Wise Men Still Seek Him





Matthew 2:1-12

 

During the Sunday School hour I took just a moment to speak
about what I believe the star that the wise men saw to be…..

 

I do not believe it was a natural star

Otherwise the wise men would not have had reason to seek
Christ.

 


	Something unusual happened in the
heavenlies.

	Something they had not seen before



 

Nor do I believe it was a shooting star or
comet

Shooting stars are really pretty common and comets, though less
common, are still natural occurrences

 

Whatever happened in the heavens pointed them to Christ

 

It was more than pagan star worship.

They knew this to point them to the King of the Jews.

 

The two most likely answers as to what this star was is

First, an angel.

The angels are sometimes called stars in the Scripture.

 

An angel did announce to the Shepherds and to both Mary and
Joseph that the child would come.

 

Some believe that these wise men from the East saw the brilliant
light from the angel when he announced to the shepherds that Christ
was born.

 

Remember, the wise men did not arrive in time to see Christ in
the manger.

 

By the time they got there


	Jesus was called a young child, not a babe any more (vs
9)

	Jesus was in a house, not in the manger any more (vs
11) and

	Herod, when he realized the wise men were not going to
tell him who the child was, had all the children in Bethlehem two
years old and under (vs 16)



 

So Jesus may have been as old as two years by the time they
arrived!

 

If they had seen the angel Gabriel, announce Christ’s birth to
the Shepherds, it would not have been difficult to have made the
trip in a two year stretch of time.

 

The second possibility and the one that I would
hold to is that this star is more than a mere angel.

 

It is no less than the Shechinah Glory of God.

 

The Bible says that when Jesus comes to the earth the next time,
to establish His kingdom,

 


	The sun and moon will go dark

	The stars will fall from heaven and

	Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in
heaven



 

If you can picture that

All of a sudden the heavens go completely black and almost
immediately there is the sign of the Son of Man.

 

When Jesus appeared to Apostle Paul He was brighter than the
noon day sun

 

Imagine how bright that would appear if, instead of being at
noon, it was pitch black outside!

 

But my question is,


	As brilliant as this star must have been

	And certainly it was visible to more than the wise
men



 

Why didn’t anyone else come to seek Christ?

 

This Christmas time there are several different attitudes people
take.

 


	Some hold to a different faith and, although they know
we Christians say it is about Jesus, they don’t believe in
Him

	Some go glibly about their lives, acknowledging the
Christmas story, but failing to see Jesus in Christmas
and

	Only a handful truly get hold of the truth that we are
here to worship the living and true Saviour



 

What makes the difference between the person who sees Christ at
Christmas and those who only see the Christmas tree?

 


	Why do some people come to know Jesus Christ as Saviour
– and find in Him peace and forgiveness of sin

	While others grow so depressed during the holidays that
it is the highest time of the year for suicides?



 

 

Let’s ask the wise men and see if they can help us…

 

First

I. THEY HAD A SPIRITUAL EYE

Vs 1

 

A. Notice they are called “wise
men.”

 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom and if they were
truly wise, it was because they sought the Lord.

 

Proverbs 5:1-2 KJV

My son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to
my understanding:

That thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy
lips may keep knowledge.

 

The book of Proverbs speaks a great deal about wisdom.

 

And some of the things we learn about wisdom are

1. Wisdom is closely associated with Jesus
Christ

In fact some of the descriptions of wisdom in the book of
Proverbs are also accurate descriptions of Jesus.

 

2. Wisdom must be pursued

Proverbs 4:5-9 KJV

Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not;
neither decline from the words of my mouth.

Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love
her, and she shall keep thee.

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom:
and with all thy getting get understanding.

Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall
bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her.

She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a
crown of glory shall she deliver to thee.

 

A person does not get wisdom on accident any more than a person
becomes a Christian on accident.

 

You aren’t a Christian because you were born into a Christian
family any more than you are wise because your parents went to
college.

 

If you want it, you have to seek it.

 

But secondly we find out that these wise men

B. Were from the east

 

Now that is important only because of some history that comes
from the East.

 

Centuries before this a young man by the name of Daniel had been
captured in Jerusalem and taken “east,”
to the city of Babylon.

 

Daniel became a servant of no less than three kings in the east
and was well known among them as the wisest of the king’s wise
men.

 

Daniel saved the lives of the wise men one time when, because of
his God, he was able to answer the king’s question when no other
wise man in the land could.

 

Because of Daniel’s testimony

Kings of a pagan land came to know the true and living God.

 

And no doubt many of the wise men of the East came to know the
Lord as well.

 

And through the influence of Daniel, no doubt these wise men
sought the Messiah Daniel had preached.

 

So when the star appeared, they were already looking.

 

But in the Jewish world of their day there were
two concerns that consumed the thoughts of many of the people so
they simply would not have looked for the star:

 

First, there was the Roman occupation

This was political and environmental oppression. Their lives
were on the line every day because of the Romans.

 

And – it was completely contrary to their mindset to be under
the thumb of these Gentiles.

 

Some people would not have been looking for the star because
they were filled with fear about these circumstantial things

 

Secondly there was the Jewish dogmatism.

This was the religious situation of their day. Judaism had taken
on a life of its own with no real need of God.

 

They were completely wrapped up in their “faith.”

 

Religion had become their god.

 

And God becoming man would mess that all up!

 

C. In the service this morning there are two types of
people:

 

One type who just attends church.

When we have the last prayer they will leave unaffected by the
service.

 

The other type came looking to see the
Lord.

And because they come with a spiritual thirst


	They will hear the voice of Christ in the songs that we
have sung

	They will see the Lord’s presence in the lives of the
Christians here today and

	They will be pulled to follow the Lord in the message I
am preaching right now.



 

II. THEY HAD A PERSISTENT SEARCH

Matthew 2:2 KJV

Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews?
for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship
him.

 

Some people say the trip from Babylon to Jerusalem would have
taken many weeks.

 

It took Ezra four months to go from Babylon to Jerusalem (Ezra
7:9)

 

Then when they got to Israel they began to make inquiry after
inquiry before they were finally ushered into the presence of Herod
to hear from his own “wise men” the chief priests and the
scribes.

 

A. Coming to know Christ as Saviour is never a quick
thing.

It is true that

“Whosoever shall call upon the Lord shall be
saved”

 

And it is also true that the prayer of salvation takes just
moment.

 

But I have never met a person who


	Is saved and

	Knows it and

	Is showing evidence of being saved



 

Who also can’t give you a testimony of God’s dealing with them
over a considerable period of time.

 

Most of the time BEFORE they called on the Lord.

 

I know in my case the Lord worked me over for YEARS before I got
saved.

 

There were a couple of times I went to Sunday school as a
child


	There was the Easter shows on TV each
year

	There was Shannon Alexander telling me about the Lord
in 7th grade

	There was the teen group in Waitsburg Presbyterian
Church

	There was a Billy Graham film in Walla Walla when I was
in High School

	There was the witness of a couple of the guys I worked
with when I was just out of High School and finally

	There was the message I heard from the TV
evangelist.



 

By the time I heard that that message anyone could have led me
to Jesus Christ.

 


	I was ready

	I wanted to be a believer –

	I just needed someone to tell me how.



 

Everyone I know whose salvation has dramatically changed their
life can tell something similar.

 

B. Growing as a Christian didn’t happen over night
either

Jesus walked with the 12 for 3 ½ years training them and
preparing them and growing them in the faith.

 

We can’t expect that we are going to grow in our faith over
night either.

 

Walking with God takes persistent diligent seeking of the things
of the Lord

 


	It takes faithful church attendance

	It takes consistent Bible study

	It takes fervent prayer and

	It takes a lifetime of mentoring under a
pastor



 

Some people never really grow much as Christians because just
about the time God is going to deal with some things that have to
be handled in their lives, they leave the church and find a new
preacher.

 

These wise men stayed with it until they found Christ.

 

They had a spiritual eye

They had a persistent search

 

Third

III. THEY HAD A SINCERE ENTRANCE

Vs 11

 

Notice when they found the house where Jesus was, they entered
into it.

 

I will not belabor this too much, but I see real commitment
here.

 

Christ was not just a side issue with them


	They had left their homeland to find
Christ

	They had asked everyone they could to help them find
Christ and when they found Him

	They entered fully into the place where Jesus
dwelt



 

Jesus Christ is more than mere “fire insurance.”

 

God’s interest in you is more than just that you get to go to
heaven but you can live any way you please.

 

There have been those who have accused Baptists of giving people
a license to sin.

 

Because we believe that once a person is saved we can never lose
our salvation, they accuse us of teaching people that if they will
ask Jesus to save them, then they can live any way they want and
still go to heaven.

 

I am afraid that there are a lot of people who do teach
that.

 

But that is NOT what the Bible teaches.

 

Salvation is a legal transaction.


	The term justified is a legal term

	The term redeemed is a legal term



 

Here is the deal;


	We are all sinners.

	The penalty of sin is always and only
death

	Every one of us will end up in hell forever if we have
to pay for our own sin.



 

But God became sin for us in Jesus Christ that we might be made
the righteousness of God in Him.

 

When a soul is saved, here is what takes place


	Christ takes our place in death and

	In return He owns our life to be used as He
pleases



 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 KJV

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are
not your own?

For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God's.

 

Now, if that transaction did not happen; I am afraid you are not
saved.

 


	You might want to be saved

	You might insist you are saved

	You might even fool people into believing you are
saved



 

But you are lost.

Plain and simple – lost.

 

These wise men found Christ and made an entrance into the house
where He was.

 

They had a spiritual eye

They had a persistent search

They had a sincere entrance

 

Finally

IV. THEY HAD A STRAIGHTFORWARD WORSHIP

Vs 11

 

Notice that in vs. 2 they said they had come to worship
Jesus.

 

And in vs. 11 they in fact did worship Jesus.

 


	They worshipped Him on their knees and

	They worshipped with their gifts



 


	This was no pretend

	This was not show

	This was not talk with no follow through



 

They worshipped Jesus Christ

 

The songwriter said

Veiled in flesh the God-head
see,

Hail the incarnate
Deity.

Hark! the herald angels
sing,

Glory to the newborn
King.

 (Charles Wesley, 1707-1788).

 




 










Chapter 9
Stars Were Created to Guide


STARS WERE CREATED TO
GUIDE

Matthew 2:1-12

 

 

One of the first things that comes to my mind, and to the minds
of who knows how many Bible students over the centuries has
been….

 


	What about this star?

	What was it? And

	How did the wise men know what they had seen when they
saw it?



 

I can’t promise I am going to answer that question completely
this morning, but I am going to try to give some insight.

 

My first point this morning is

I. GOD CREATED THE PHYSICAL STARS TO SERVE AS
GUIDES

Genesis 1:14-16 KJV

And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament
of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be
for signs, and
for seasons, and
for days, and years:

And let them be for lights in the firmament of the
heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was
so.

And God made two great lights; the greater light to
rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the
stars also.

 

A. The lights in the firmament of the heaven
have, since the beginning of man, served as a source of guidance
and direction.

 

Illustration

The best illustration of that is through the ancient
mariners.

 

Out at sea, before their were radars and satellites, before
there were loran systems and global satellite positioning

 

A mariner would have no landmarks to guide him so they learned
how to study the stars and very accurately guide their ship on a
strait course using nothing but a compass and the stars.

 

I think it is interesting that even today’s GPS systems work off
of the stars – they are the manmade stars in the satellites, but
they still work off the principle of objects in the heavens.

 

B. Sinful men corrupted the signs in the
firmament and began to worship the sun,
moon and stars.

 

But that does not change the fact that God placed them there as
a guiding tool.

 

And consequently, especially ancient wise men, considered the
study of the stars a huge part of their practice.

 

God referred to the stars repeatedly in His dealings with Job.
The point is, it was not wrong for a wise man to study and
understand the stars –

 

Job 22:12-13 KJV

Is not God in the height of heaven? and behold the
height of the stars, how high they are!

And thou sayest, How doth God know? can he judge
through the dark cloud?

 

C. I believe it is likely that those wise men knew
something about the stars that has been lost in our
day.

 


	They knew not only how to use them to guide them
physically but

	They knew also how to allow them to guide them
spiritually



 

My second point

II. GOD USED THE STARS TO SPEAK OF THE NATION OF ISRAEL
IN GENERAL

Genesis 15:5 KJV

And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now
toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them:
and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.

 

So now we move from the physical stars to a spiritual use of
them.

 

The concept of Israel being as many as the stars in space is
repeated not only to Abraham but to

 

A. Isaac

Genesis 26:1-4 KJV

And there was a famine in the land, beside the first
famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went unto
Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar.

And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not
down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee
of:

Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and
will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all
these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto
Abraham thy father;

And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of
heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy
seed shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed;

 

B. Moses

Exodus 32:13 KJV

Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants,
to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I
will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land
that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall
inherit it for ever.

 

And

C. To Israel as a nation, through Moses

Deuteronomy 10:22 KJV

Thy fathers went down into Egypt with threescore and
ten persons; and now the LORD thy God hath made thee as the stars
of heaven for multitude.

 

D. Joseph dreamed his dream and saw his brothers
as “the eleven stars”

Genesis 37:9 KJV

And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his
brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and,
behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to
me.

 

So


	The stars are meant to give guidance and

	The stars in a general way, point to
Israel



 

E. The Revelation pictures Israel as wearing a crown of
stars

Revelation 12:1 KJV

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her
head a crown of twelve stars:

 

In a more specific way,

III. GOD USED THE STAR TO POINT TO THE MESSIAH OF
ISRAEL

Numbers 24:17 KJV

I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him,
but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre
shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and
destroy all the children of Sheth.

 

Jesus said of Himself

Revelation 22:16 KJV

I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you
these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of
David, and the bright and morning star.

 

A. He is a star.

 

B. He holds seven stars

Revelation 1:16 KJV

And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of
his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as
the sun shineth in his strength.

 

IV. THE STARS WILL BE INVOLVED IN POINTING TO CHRIST’S
RETURN TO SET UP HIS KINGDOM

Matthew 24:29-30 KJV

Immediately after the tribulation of those days
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light,
and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens
shall be shaken:

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they
shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory.

 

V. STARS ARE ALSO USED TO SPEAK BOTH OF ANGELS AND OF
THE PASTORS OF GOD’S CHURCHES

 

Isaiah 14:13 KJV

For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend
into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will
sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the
north:

 

Lucifer bragged that he would exalt his throne above the stars
of God.

 

It is a reference to the other angels – he would make himself
higher than all of the rest of them

 

Revelation 1:20 KJV

The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in
my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars
are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks
which thou sawest are the seven churches.

 

The word angel means messenger.

In the context of Revelation chapters 1-3 these angels cannot be
supernatural beings. They must be the messengers or the pastors to
each of the seven churches addressed.

 

VI. MY CONCLUSION

 

I do not believe the star the wise men saw was either


	A physical star or

	A pastor



 


	This star was unusual. It had never appeared
before

	This star was able to appear and disappear and then
reappear

	This star was able to move and

	This star was able to rest over the house where Jesus
was



 

The star is either an angel or

More likely in my opinion, the shekinah glory of God Himself in
a similar fashion as it will be displayed just prior to Jesus’
return to set up His 1000 year reign.

 

Here is the question I want to finish with today:

If these wise men could see the star and follow it; why didn’t
anyone else?

 

It was not that the star was only visible to them.

 

I believe the only reason no one else saw the star is because no
one else was looking.

 

And my prayer for this morning’s message is that we will be
looking for the glory of God today.

 










Chapter 10
The Lord's Own Sign





Isaiah 7:1-14

 

There are two or three passages in the Bible that are so well
known, that they are probably the most notoriously isolated verses
in the Bible – verses that are often quoted but seldom kept within
the context in which they are found.

 

One of those verses, it might surprise you to
hear, is

John 3:16 KJV

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.

 


	Almost everyone knows it

	Nearly no one would be able to tell you in what context
it is found



 

The passage is so profound that we could spend a lifetime
studying it alone, let alone trying to find out in what setting it
finds itself.

 

Another one of those verses is Isaiah 7:14

It is a famous Christmas text

 

I have heard dozens of sermons based up it.

But I am hard pressed to find anything that attempts to keep it
within its context.

 

So this morning I am going to attempt to do that.

 

Perhaps the reason the context is so often left out of messages
on the verse is because the context seems to confuse the point.

 

In fact, it takes a pretty fair bit of thinking to see how the
verse fits in the passage at all.

 

And then there is the disturbing element that God Himself gives
the sign of the virgin birth because the King would not ask of the
Lord a sign, even though the prophet encouraged him to do so.

 

In fact, it would appear on the surface that the King refuses to
ask a sign for very “spiritual” reasons.

Isaiah 7:11-12 KJV

Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either
in the depth, or in the height above.

But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt
the LORD.

 

Given our understanding of signs and the asking of them; this
looks like the right thing to do.

 

But in truth it was a wicked thing for the king to do.

 

In order for us to understand this passage we need to review

I. THE RECORD OF THE KING

We are introduced to him in

2 Kings 16:1 KJV

In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah
Ahaz the son of Jotham king of Judah began to
reign.

 

There is more than one man named Ahaz who was a king in the Old
Testament history; so we know this one is the right one by
comparing 2 Kings 16:1 with

 

Isaiah 7:1 KJV

And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of
Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of
Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up
toward Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against
it.

 

There are two markers for us


	He is the son of Jotham and

	He is king of Judah when Pekah is king of
Israel



 

Now we know we have the right guy.

What do we know about him?

 

2 Kings 16:2-4 KJV

Twenty years old was Ahaz when he began to reign,
and reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem, and did not that which was
right in the sight of the LORD his God, like David his
father.

But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel,
yea, and made his son to pass through the fire, according to the
abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD cast out from before the
children of Israel.

And he sacrificed and burnt incense in the high
places, and on the hills, and under every green
tree.

 


	In the history of the northern kingdom of Israel there
was never a godly king but

	In the history of the southern kingdom of Judah, they
had some godly kings and some ungodly.



 

Ahaz is one of the ungodly ones.

 

But he is even worse than some of the other ones.

Not only did he walk in the way of those wicked kings of Israel,
the northern kingdom

 

He “made his son to pass through the fire according
to the abominations of the heathen , whom the LORD cast out from
before the children of Israel.”

 


	He is not only a compromiser as Israel
was

	He was an apostate (turned from God) and

	He was an heretic (did repulsive things in the name of
religion)



 

This is all important because it sets the stage for Isaiah
7.

 

While he is King,


	Israel, whom he copies and walks in
their ways and

	Syria, a heathen kingdom, whose ways he also copies in
the sacrificing of children



Both attack him.

 

The first attack is repulsed, but a second attack is imminent
and Ahaz has every reason to be very afraid.

 


	He has two enemies attacking him at once
and

	He has no reason to believe God will help
him.



 

Have you ever been in such a place that you knew you were in
trouble and even worse, you knew you had no right to expect God to
help you in your trouble?

 

That’s where Ahaz is.

 

And it was under those circumstances that God sent the prophet
Isaiah to Ahaz.

 

Surprisingly, God’s message was one of comfort.

 


	It was true that Ahaz did not deserve God’s help.
but

	It was also true that Ahaz was king of God’s own
people



 

And God had a plan for His people that did not include allowing
Israel and Syria to defeat them.

 

So the Lord tells Isaiah “Go tell Ahaz not to worry, God will
protect them from Israel and Syria.”

 

And then God told Isaiah to ask Ahaz what sort of sign he wanted
to see.

 

So that brings me to my second point

II. THE REASON FOR THE SIGN

Vs 10-12

 

As I said during the Sunday school lesson today, our culture has
taught us, and with good reason, that asking signs of God is
wrong.

 

But it was not wrong then.


	The Bible was not completed so

	They did not have the perfect Word of God in print as
we do today



 

A prophet would give a message from God and God would confirm
that it was His message with a sign.

 


	In Gideon’s case it was the fleece that was wet when
the ground was dry and dry when the ground was wet.

	In Hezekiah’s case it was the sun set back ten
degrees.



 

Most Old Testament prophecies have double fulfillments


	One fulfillment happened soon after the prophecy and it
served as a sign that

	The second fulfillment about the coming of the Lord
would also come to pass.



 

What God was doing by offering Ahaz a sign was to say to
him,


	“Place your faith in me”

	“Trust me”

	“You have worshipped all sorts of false gods, now lean
on me.”



 

And, rather than being a spiritual godly thing to say,
“I will not ask, neither will I tempt the
Lord.”

 

It is in effect a refusal to turn to God in his time of
need.

 


	He was in trouble; he knew that but

	He was not going to get right with God
either



 

How many people do you know just like that?


	They know they are in trouble

	They know they are living in sin but

	They aren’t about to believe the Bible and turn the
Jesus Christ



 

That brings us to

III. THE REPLY OF THE LORD

Vs 13-14

 

Since Ahaz will not obey the Lord and ask for a sign; God does
two things….

 

A. He turns His attention from Ahaz to
“the house of David.”

Vs 13

 

This sign will not be the one that proves Ahaz and his people
are safe from


	Pekah and

	Rezin



 

God abandons this man (though not the people in his country) and
leaps past his as king to the lineage of the kingdom – through
David.

 

B. God Himself gives the sign

Vs 14

 

The fulfillment of this sign is John 3:16 KJV

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.

 

God Himself gave His Son


           
That is the only way a virgin could have conceived

God Himself was this Son


           
That is why He is Immanuel, “God with us”

 

Allow me to finish the message this morning with

IV. THE RESPONSE OF THIS CONGREGATION

 

This Christmas text has come alive with meaning to me, now that
I have taken it in the midst of the context.

 

A. Ahaz is a type of Israel in the days of Jesus
Christ.

Jesus came as a fulfillment of the sign of Isaiah 7:14, but just
like Ahaz; Israel had not interest in the sign God gave.

 

They were in deep trouble.

1. Their religion had degenerated into nothing more
than


	A series of rituals and

	A set of rules



 


	They had no true walk with God

	They had no ark in the Tabernacle



And

2. Their country had been occupied by the ruthless Roman
Empire

The king on the throne was not even a Jew, he was a descendant
of Jacob’s ancient worldly brother, Esau.

 

He was a violent madman.

He was so wicked that, when he died, he knew no one would be
sorry he had.

 

So in order to make sure that people remembered and mourned the
day of his death, he had ordered that on the same day of his death
several of the Jews most beloved citizens would be killed.

 

The nation was in trouble.

 

But they still would not see Jesus as the Messiah from God.

 

B. Ahaz is also a type of persons in our own
day

 

Everywhere we turn we see people whose lives are a shambles.

 


	The family unit is crumbling around us

	The father figure is weak at best and often
non-existent

	The majority of people will not obey
authority

	The work ethic is dying in America

	The economy is on the decline

	The world situation looks bleak to say the
least



 


	Violence is epidemic

	Drug and alcohol abuse is out of control



 

People are depressed

 

Non Christian religions are growing at alarming rates

 

C. What are we to do?

There is only one answer

 

Point people to the Sign God Himself gave.

 

1. We have to trust Him ourselves first.

If a professing Christian spends his life worried about the
circumstances instead of resting in Jesus Christ (which is the same
sin Ahaz committed) how can we ever expect to effectively lead
others to rust Jesus Christ as Saviour

 

2. We need to take seriously our call to
witness

Isaiah was told to take his son and go witness to Ahaz

 

I am telling you Child of God, if you know you are in trouble,
the answer to your problems is not


	To run away to another place

	To get another job to fix your troubles

	To find an new spouse

	To attend a new church



 

The answer to your problems is to get serious about serving the
Lord.

 

Take you children and bring them to church faithfully and

Take your children and go out to tell others how to be
saved.

 

Let God deal with the world

You obey Him and tell others about Christ

 

3. We need to come to Jesus Christ as be
saved

If you are here today and you have never come to Christ for
salvation

 

You need to stop whatever else you are doing – forget about what
you are going to have for lunch today and let us show you what the
Bible says about how to be saved

 

For sure and

For ever

 

 










Chapter 11
What About a Sign?


Isaiah 7:14

 

 

 

The question comes to mind for two reasons:

First, a man refuses to ask a sign in this
context, for seemingly good reasons.

Secondly, Jesus Himself said

Matthew 16:4 KJV

A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a
sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the
prophet Jonas….

 

So we are going to trace through the Bible and consider the use
of signs as hey relate to Israel.

 

I. SIGNS ARE AN IMPORTANT PART OF JEWISH
HISTORY

 

The use of signs was an important and prominent part of the
Jewish system.

 

The very prophets themselves were authenticated by the sign that
their prophecies MUST come to pass 100% accurately.

 

A. Moses

Exodus 4:1-8 KJV

And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will
not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The
LORD hath not appeared unto thee.

And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine
hand? And he said, A rod.

And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it
on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before
it.

And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand,
and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it,
and it became a rod in his hand:

That they may believe that the LORD God of their
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.

And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now
thine hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and
when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as
snow.

And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again.
And he put his hand into his bosom again; and plucked it out of his
bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other
flesh.

And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe
thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they
will believe the voice of the latter sign.

 

The signs mentioned here served two purposes


	First, they reassured Moses that God would help him
convince Israel to follow him.

	Second, they would convince Israel that God had sent
Moses to deliver them



 

B. Gideon

Judges 6:17-21 KJV

And he said unto him, If now I have found grace in
thy sight, then shew me a sign that thou talkest with
me.

Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto
thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. And he
said, I will tarry until thou come again.

And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and
unleavened cakes of an ephah of flour: the flesh he put in a
basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out unto him
under the oak, and presented it.

And the angel of God said unto him, Take the flesh
and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out
the broth. And he did so.

Then the angel of the LORD put forth the end of the
staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the
unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and
consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the
LORD departed out of his sight.

 

Not to be too easily convinced, Gideon later asked for another
sign and then for a sign to confirm the sign!

Judges 6:36-40 KJV

And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel
by mine hand, as thou hast said,

Behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor;
and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the
earth beside, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine
hand, as thou hast said.

And it was so: for he rose up early on the morrow,
and thrust the fleece together, and wringed the dew out of the
fleece, a bowl full of water.

And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger be hot
against me, and I will speak but this once: let me prove, I pray
thee, but this once with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon
the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be
dew.

And God did so that night: for it was dry upon the
fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground.

 

Contrary to the opinion of many Christians, there is nothing
that says he was wrong in any of this!

 

C. Hezekiah

2 Kings 20:1-11 KJV

In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the
prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus
saith the LORD, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and
not live.

Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto
the LORD, saying,

I beseech thee, O LORD, remember now how I have
walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done
that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept
sore.

And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into
the middle court, that the word of the LORD came to him,
saying,

Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my
people, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have
heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee:
on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the
LORD.

And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I
will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of
Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my
servant David's sake.

And Isaiah said, Take a lump of figs. And they took
and laid it on the boil, and he recovered.

And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall be the
sign that the LORD will heal me, and that I shall go up into the
house of the LORD the third day?

And Isaiah said, This sign shalt thou have of the
LORD, that the LORD will do the thing that he hath spoken: shall
the shadow go forward ten degrees, or go back ten
degrees?

And Hezekiah answered, It is a light thing for the
shadow to go down ten degrees: nay, but let the shadow return
backward ten degrees.

And Isaiah the prophet cried unto the LORD: and he
brought the shadow ten degrees backward, by which it had gone down
in the dial of Ahaz.

 

So the people of Israel had a rich tradition of both asking for
and receiving signs from God.

 

Secondly

II. JESUS HIMSELF IS A SIGN TO ISRAEL

 

We have, of course, our passage before us.

The Lord Himself gave them the sign of a virgin conceiving and
bearing a child.

 

Isaiah 11:10-12 KJV

And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse,
which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the
Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord
shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of
his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and
from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and
from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.

And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and
shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the
dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the
earth.

 

The word ensign is not the same as sign; but they are
related.

 

And ensign is a flag.


	It is a symbol

	It is a marker

	It is a rallying point.



 

And both Jews and Gentiles, the Bible says, will seek it and
gather around it.

 

III. ISRAEL THEY REFUSED THE SIGN GOD GAVE

God Himself gave them a sign that of the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

The reason the Lord said

Matthew 16:4 KJV

A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a
sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the
prophet Jonas….

 

Is because they asked for the sign in defiance and rebellion
against the sign God had given them.

 


	Jesus had the testimony of the shepherds and the
wisemen to point to Him as that sign

	Jesus had the testimony of John the Baptist to point to
Him as that sign

	Jesus had the testimony of the Old Testament record to
point to Him as that sign and

	Jesus had the testimony of His works and miracles to
point to Him as that sign



 

They were not going to get another sign because the ultimate
sign from heaven had been given, and they rejected Him as a sign
from God.

 

IV. WHAT ABOUT CHURCH AGE SIGNS?

Allow me to finish by asking and answering the question,

“Is it wrong for us to seek signs from God today?”

 

The answer is “Yes.” for two reasons.

A. Because, we, like the Jews, have the ultimate sign in
Jesus Christ.

 

We do not need any further confirmation of the truth of God’s
Word than this one thing; the empty tomb of Christ.

 

B. Because we have something better than a
sign

We have the very Word of God

 

In a passage dealing with the misuse of church-age “signs” Paul
says

1 Corinthians 13:8-11 KJV

…. whether there be prophecies, they shall fail;
whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be
knowledge, it shall vanish away.

For we know in part, and we prophesy in
part.

But when that which is perfect is come, then that
which is in part shall be done away.

When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood
as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put
away childish things.

 

That which is perfect is the Bible.

 

We no longer need such things as signs from God to know what to
do or to confirm whether our faith is true.

 

We have the Bible, the very Word of God.

 

Our responsibility today is to


	Know the Bible

	Obey the Bible and

	Follow the guidance of the Bible



 

 










Chapter 12
Not Home for Christmas





Luke 2:1-7

 

Christmas time is one of my favorite times of the year.

 

I have enough kid left in me that I just like the excitement and
celebration of it all.

 


	I like the lights

	I like the music

	I like the decorations in the malls and shopping
centers



 


	I like the business of Christmas



 


	I like getting gifts and

	I like giving gifts



 

I like Christmas

 

But I got to thinking about it and you know,

I. OUR CHRISTMAS IDEAS AND TRADITIONS ARE FOREIGN TO THE
BIBLE

 

Especially the Bible story of Christmas.

 

For us Christmas is

A. A time of warmth and cheer

We have songs like “Chestnuts roasting on an open fire.

 

In some countries, Christmas traditions involve a “ule log” to
be burned in the fireplace on Christmas.

 

I think of Christmas growing up as when we received a new winter
coat.

 

We almost always got


	Gloves

	Warm socks and

	A stocking cap



Christmas for us meant getting out early in the morning to feed
our animals

 

But then it was a time to stay warm inside the rest of the
day.

 

Christmas was a place of warmth and cheer.

 

It was also

B. A time of family and friends

When I was younger, and my Grandpa and Grandma Tiwater were
alive, we went to visit them over Christmas.

 

My mom had two sisters and three adopted Brothers.

The brothers were not around very much….

 

But Mom’s sisters and their families all gathered Christmas Eve
at my Grandparents where we exchanged and opened most of our
Christmas gifts.

 

Christmas morning was always at our own home (we had to go home
to take care of the horses) where there would be one special
present saved out to open then.

 

But very often we would head over to my Grandparents again

 

Christmas when I was young was always a time with


	Grandpas and Grandmas

	Aunts and Uncles and

	Cousins galore!



 

When we got older, Grandpa ad Grandma were gone ad our family
had moved away from mom’s sisters so we did not spend as much time
with them over Christmas.

 

But our home became the new gathering spot.

 

We lived in a small town called Waitsburg, about 1200 population
back then

 

And I think almost all of them showed up and mom and dad’s by
the time Christmas day was over!

 

Since I have been in the pastorate, many of our Christmases have
been spent with friends at our home.

 

Christmas is a time of family and friends

 

And of course Christmas is

C. A time of food and festivities

 

Don’t raise your hand; but how many of you go on a diet before
Thanksgiving so you won’t have to lose AS much on the diet you go
on after Christmas?

 

I joked around at Thanksgiving about all our favorite
traditional holiday food.

 


	The turkey

	The cranberry sauce

	The candied yams



 

Anita makes a dish she called, I think “Watergate salad.”

She also has a salad with macaroni, cheese bits  and spam I
absolutely love.

 

Back in 1997 we had Christmas in Southern California and down
there we learned about a new Traditional Christmas dish….

 

BBQ’d Tri-Tip beef

 

The stuff is to die for!

 

We don’t have it every Christmas, but we have had it several
Christmases since we have lived here.

 

Christmas is about a good time.

 

Even though my family was not a wealthy one, Christmas was when
it seemed like we had it all!

 

Mom went out of her way to make sure that Christmas was festive
and filled with presents.

 

I did not realize it as a kid, but I learned later on that mom
would take on second jobs before the holidays so she could load our
house down with wonder or Christmas.

 

But as I studied Luke 2 this week I was struck with the fact
that

 

II. THE FIRST CHRISTMAS FOUND THE HOLY
FAMILY


	Away from home

	Out in the cold and

	Alone



 

I do not mean in any way to put a damper on your holiday cheer
this morning.

 

I only wish to help us balance it with the truth of the Word of
God.

 

Perhaps our Christmas traditions would be better if they were
more like the Jew’s feast of tabernacles.

 

The Jews had a holiday that they celebrated every year to remind
them that they had once been in bondage in Egypt and that they had
spent 40 years as wanderers and strangers in the earth.

 

The holiday lasted 7 days

And for those seven days


	They moved out of their homes and dwelt in shelters
constructed of tree branches.

	They ate meager meals and

	They told the stories of their forefather’s wilderness
journeys



 

Christmas for Jesus was nothing like the Christmas most of us
will experience this year.

 

For one thing…

A. Jesus had left His heavenly home

He did not begin at His birth in the manger.

 

Jesus has existed from eternity past.

 

Christmas was just when He became a man and dwelt with us.

 

For Jesus, Christmas was a trip away from His true home.

 


	He still had communication with His heavenly Father
through prayer

	He still was all God

	He still was sinless and

	He still was all knowing and all powerful




	But he laid aside His glory

	He took a form of man that did not bring attraction to
Himself and

	He suffered the same sorts of trials all of us have to
suffer



 

And then at Christmas

B. Joseph and Mary were forced to leave Nazareth for the
taxing

Their family roots were in Bethlehem and that is why they had to
go there to be taxed.

 

But they had made their home in Nazareth.

 

We do not know why they had made that move:


	Perhaps their parents had moved their years
ago

	Perhaps they were not able to find work as a carpenter
in Bethlehem

	Perhaps they had to leave because so few people
understood Mary’s pregnancy.



 

Whatever the reason, this Christmas was NOT going to be spent at
home.

And

C. Though their family roots were in Bethlehem, there
was apparently no family to stay with

 

It might not have been so bad if, when they traveled to
Bethlehem they could have renewed old relationships.

 


	If their parents lived there still

	If their siblings were in the area

	If Aunts and Uncles or cousins



Were there


	Even if there were some old friends to
visit



 

But it seems pretty obvious that there were


	None of those around to offer them any
hospitality

	None who could give them a warm place to give birth to
their firstborn

	None who would welcome them in after their long
journey



 

There is no answer as to why other than the ones I offered a
little earlier.

 


	Maybe their closest families had moved away too
or

	Maybe their families wanted little to do with this
couple whose first baby was not going to be the son of
Joseph.



 

They were outcasts at Christmas.

 

And

D. Even the Inn had no room to accommodate
them

 

I spoke briefly about it during the Sunday school lesson.

Bethlehem had probably been inundated with visitors or this
taxing.

 

Bethlehem is the town of King David.


	His family would have been famous and

	His family would have been large and

	His family was apparently scattered all over
Israel.               



 

Bethlehem wasn’t a large town and there would not have been that
many inns there.

 

So this one is swamped.

 

Illustration

Back in 1998 we lived in Oklahoma City.

It wasn’t Christmas, it was in the month of April; but I was
scheduled to preach in a church in Tulsa Sunday evening.

 

Because I had not been to the church before I decided that we
would leave Oklahoma City and spend the night in Tulsa so we could
attend Sunday morning services at the church I was preaching in
Sunday night.

 

We left OKC about 5:00 in the afternoon and there was just a
light snow falling then.

 

I didn’t think anything of it since it had not snowed enough to
measure all winter.

 

There is a small pass that a person has to take on Interstate 44
between OKC and Tulsa and we hit that pass just about dark.

 

And it started snowing.

HARD

 

Hard enough I was following the taillights of the car in front
of me to know where I was going.

 

Hard enough we got stuck in a traffic back-up just about 1 mile
from the exit to a small town called Stroud.

 


	We could see the sign for the exit and

	We could see the lighted sign of a motel at the
junction



 

But it took us several hours to make it that one mile.

 

I pulled in to the motel, figuring we would spend the night
there.

 

But there was no room in the inn.

There wasn’t even a place where we could stretch out and stay
warm in the lobby, people were sprawled out all over their floors
asleep!

 

So I got back in our car, hoping I could make it into town and
maybe to another motel, but there was so much snow I could tell
where the parking lot was. I drove over a curb and high centered
our Explorer there in their parking lot.

 

So my wife and the kids and I had no choice, We did our best to
sleep in our car and keep warm through the night.

 

I know what it’s like to find no room at the inn.

 

It is a


	Lonely

	Cold and

	Forsaken feeling



 

There are people all around you, but you feel abandoned and
helpless.

 

As a husband and father you feel irresponsible for allowing your
family to be in that situation.

 

No, the very first Christmas was anything but


	Warm and

	Festive and with

	Family and friends



 

And the question that comes to my mind, knowing that God would
not have had to have it so is

III. WHY WOULD GOD HAVE ALLOWED CHRIST TO COME AT
ALL?

 

And I know the answer seems somewhat redundant, but it is an
answer that cannot be told too often

 

It is found in

Luke 2:11 KJV

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

 


	Christmas is a wonderful time to share with family and
friends

	Christmas is a fantastic opportunity to forget about
the troubles and concerns of life

	Christmas is a great time to build memories and
traditions your children will carry with them for a
lifetime



 

But I want to remind you that the real reason for Christmas is
just this:

 


	That we are all sinners

	That our sin is an offense against the God who created
us

	That because of our sin we all face an eternity of
suffering in hell



 

And


	That Jesus Christ came to us, that first Christmas
because you and I need a Saviour.



 

No other remedy will do for our sins, otherwise God would have
offered it.

 


	Not church

	Not good deeds

	Not kindness to others



 

God Himself came to this earth to take away our sins.

 

And I have one last question and I will be finished this
morning:


	Have you personally come to God and reckoned with Him
about your sins?

	Do you know today that Jesus Christ has in fact taken
away the guilt of your sins?



The most wonderful gift that anyone can receive this Christmas
is the gift that only God can give – peace with God through Jesus
Christ.

 

Let us show you today how to have that peace!

 










Chapter 13
Why No Room in the Inn


WHY NO ROOM IN THE
INN?

Luke 2:1-7

 

I don’t suppose there is any passage more preached at Christmas
than the one I hope to take in hand this morning.

 

One of those things I believe it is necessary that we inject
into the story of the manger is the fact that God is sovereign over
all that is taking place.

 

I know we say we know that

But I don’t know that we often “believe” that God is overseeing
even in the smallest details of life.

 

It is very much worth our remembering that every detail of the
birth of Christ was orchestrated and overseen by the Sovereign
God.

 

And

The same is true in your life and in mine.

 

That fact that there was an “inn” and then no room in it is

I. AN IDICATOR OF A SHIFT IN THE CULTURE OF THE
DAY.

 

I cannot promise that I know the reason:

 

But I do know two (western) ideas that had been introduced into
the (eastern/oriental) culture of Israel in those days

 

A. The introduction of Greek thought

It was called “hellenization.”

 

After the conquests of Alexander the Great, and as a part of the
Grecian rule, the Greeks not only desired to conquer lands, but to
retrain the peoples of those lands to think and act as they
did.

 

And they used a similar tactic as Nebuchadnezzar when he
conquered Jerusalem so many years before….

 

They took the brightest of their young people


	Gave them new names

	Taught then a new language and

	Introduced them to new foods and customs.



 

By doing this, the Greeks hoped to extend their influence around
the world long past those years they controlled these
countries.

 

And it worked in many respects.

 

They attempted to do exactly the opposite of what Egypt did with
the Jews when they entered Egypt under Joseph.

 

The Egyptians wanted no real part with the Jews so


	They put them on property the Egyptians did not
use

	They left them to be herders of cattled, which the
Egyptians loathed doing



 

And this insured the Jews remained a distinct people from the
Egyptians


	No intermarrying

	No intermingling of languages

	No mixing up of their cultures and
customs



 

The Greeks, on the other hand, wanted to assimilate those
peoples of other nations into their cultures and customs.

 

B. The colonization of the Romans

The Grecians were, of course, followed by the Romans.

 


	Who had embraced “hellenization.” And

	Who began, not only to dominate the conquered
countries, to to inhabit them.



 

In any given city you would have, not only garrisons of Roman
soldiers, but their wives and children.

 


	The Romans built new cities in Israel

	The Romans renamed cities after their own leaders
and



 

The Romans practiced their own commerce in these conquered
nations – including Israel.

 


	Many of the Romans embraced Judaism and later,
Christianity.

	Many of the Jews embraced Hellenism and Roman
culture.



 

Back to the culture and the keeping of inns: previous to
this

II. ACCOMMODATIONS WOULD HAVE BEEN PLENTIFUL -
HOSPITALITY WAS THE PRACTICE

We have three illustrations in the Bible of the Jewish custom to
care for travelers…

 

A. The Story of Abraham and the angels

Genesis 18:1-4 KJV

And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of
Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the
day;

And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three
men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from
the tent door, and bowed himself toward the
ground,

And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy
sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy
servant:

Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash
your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree:

 

B. The story of Lot and the angels

Genesis 19:1-3 KJV

And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot
sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them;
and he bowed himself with his face toward the
ground;

And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray
you, into your servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your
feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they
said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all
night.

And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in
unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and
did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.

 

C. The story of the Levite and his
concubine

Judges 19:15-21 KJV

And they turned aside thither, to go in and to lodge
in Gibeah: and when he went in, he sat him down in a street of the
city: for there was no man that took them into his house to
lodging.

And, behold, there came an old man from his work out
of the field at even, which was also of mount Ephraim; and he
sojourned in Gibeah: but the men of the place were
Benjamites.

And when he had lifted up his eyes, he saw a
wayfaring man in the street of the city: and the old man said,
Whither goest thou? and whence comest thou?

And he said unto him, We are passing from
Bethlehemjudah toward the side of mount Ephraim; from thence am I:
and I went to Bethlehemjudah, but I am now going to the house of
the LORD; and there is no man that receiveth me to
house.

Yet there is both straw and provender for our asses;
and there is bread and wine also for me, and for thy handmaid, and
for the young man which is with thy servants: there is no want of
any thing.

And the old man said, Peace be with thee; howsoever
let all thy wants lie upon me; only lodge not in the
street.

So he brought him into his house, and gave provender
unto the asses: and they washed their feet, and did eat and
drink.      

 

Had Joseph and Mary made this trip prior to the coming of the
Greeks and the Romans, someone from Bethlehem would have recognized
them as travelers and not only invited them to stay at their home,
but would have insisted they do so!

 

However

III. BY THIS TIME, INNKEEPING HAD BECOME MORE
COMMONPLACE

 

A. As a sign of the mobility Romanism had
brought


	With the Roman colonization

	Came Roman roads and





	With the roads

	Came much more travel.







 

It was no longer just a wondering traveler here or there.

 

There were strangers from all over the world coming through.

 

And the inns became a necessity to provide for these larger
numbers of travelers.

 

B. As a means of making profit

No longer was hospitality the common practice, but there was now
a livelihood that could be made by hospitality.

 

It is a shift in caring to profiteering.

 

So when Mary and Joseph arrived in town, the mentality of the
people was one of opportunity rather than ministry.

 

There was little to no money to be made off of this couple so
there was no reason to go out of the way to aide them.

 

Finally this morning

IV. THIS IS AN UNUSUAL OCCASION WHICH OVERSTRETCHED THE
INN

 

You know the story.

 

Caesar had ordered a taxing of the people of Israel. And had
decreed that the taxing had to take place in the location of one’s
heritage, not their home.

 

 

It meant there were large crowds in little Bethlehem – the city
of David, and thus, all those related to him.

 

But it also meant there were Romans, or at least Roman
employees, who had to be in town to conduct the taxing.

 

And then Inn that may have met the needs for normal travel was
filled beyond capacity.

 

I have heard messages that challenge the innkeeper’s
compassion:

How could he turn this expectant mother out?

 

One message I have read is called “The man who missed
Christmas.”

 

But I think there is a greater question than this

 

Certainly both Mary and Joseph must have family in
Bethlehem.

They both have their roots there


	Where is the aunt and uncle who have a home in
town?

	Where is the cousin who still lives in
Bethlehem?



Why aren’t they stepping up to the plate and caring for the
couple?

 

Or at the very least,


	They are not the only family members who have had to
travel there for the taxing.



Why isn’t one of those giving up their room for Mary?

 

Getting back to my original comment though

In all of this, God was sovereign.

 


	He could have decreed Jesus be born before the conquest
of the Greeks and Romans

	He could have ordained that the innkeeper had a
room

	He could have arranged that a family member or loved
one meet this couple’s need.



 

The fact is, God orchestrated the birth of His only begotten Son
into exactly the conditions we find them in the Bible.

 

 

 

 










Chapter 14
How The Grinch Stole Christmas I


 

[1]

Isaiah 53:3

"We hid, as it were, our faces from him"

 

The Dr Seuss story, “How the Grinch Stole
Christmas” is popular once again!

 

Written as a story for children, it was made into a
feature-length cartoon in 1966, which is available on video.

 

This year it was made into a movie and is the number-one
box office hit.

 

I haven’t seen the movie – but I have watched the old cartoon
Grinch this year!

 

The story is about the “Grinch,” an ugly creature that doesn't
like the noise people make at Christmas. So he comes down, dressed
like Santa Claus, and steals all the presents, food and Christmas
trees.

He takes them up on a high mountain and is about to throw them
off of a cliff on Christmas morning.

But he hears the people in the town below singing and changes
his mind and brings back all the things he has stolen.

 

But the Grinch isn’t the only one involved with the
story who has tried to steal Christmas.

 

Dr. Seuss left Jesus completely out of the story!

 

That's what so many people do with Christmas today.

They leave Jesus completely out of it!

 

Mankind has never had room for Jesus in any real way.

 

Our text says, Isaiah 53:3

"We hid, as it were, our faces from
him"

 

There are five ways that people let the "Grinch" steal
Christ out of their Christmas  - and out of their entire
lives.

 

People let the "Grinch" steal Christ out of their Christmas


	
I.                 
BY THINKING OF HIM WITH COMTEMPT.



Matthew 2:13

"Herod will seek the young child to destroy
him"

 

Sadly, many people today actually hate Jesus.

They are like King Herod, seeking some way to destroy Him

 

It is amazing to me to see the hatred and contempt the world
displays for the things of Christ anymore.

 


	Manger scenes can’t be up at the school



They can’t even be up on public property without the ACLU or
some other group fighting it.

 


	Christmas hymns can’t be sung



In the school systems

 


	They can’t even call it a Christmas vacation anymore!



 

 

And it is not just this time of year either.

 

Seems like there is an open attack on anything that is Christian
today.

 

v     There are attacks on Christians being
involved in public office

v     There are attacks on Christian
principles being taught

v     Lately they are attacking teaching
abstinence as an acceptable form of sex education because that is
too “Christian.”

 

There are those today who hold Jesus Christ in contempt.

They actually hate Jesus!

 

How about you?

 

 

"We hid, as it were, our faces from him" (Isaiah 53:3).

 

 People let the "Grinch" steal Christ out of their
Christmas


	
II.              
BY NEGLECTING HIM.



Look at Luke 2:7 with me

"And she brought forth her firstborn son, and
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a
manger; because there was
no room for them in the inn"

 

Surely the innkeeper could have found some place in his inn for
this poor woman to have her baby!

 

And think of what he and his family missed!

 

They missed having Jesus, the Saviour of mankind, born in their
inn!

 

But this man who ran the inn was indifferent.

He didn't care enough to make room for the baby to be born.

 

Now in Hell he is not even remembered.

His name is not even recorded in the Bible.

 

All we know about him is that he had no room for Jesus.

 

It would have caused him a little inconvenience, a slight
rearranging of his time and priorities.

 

"There was no room for them in the inn" simply because this man
didn't make room for Jesus.

 

As the old hymn puts it:

”Thou didst leave Thy
throne and Thy kingly crown,

When Thou camest to earth
for me;

But in Bethlehem's home Was there found no
room

For Thy holy
nativity.”

("Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne" by
Emily E. S. Elliott, 1836-1897).

 

 How about you?

Are you hiding your face from Jesus just because you have no
real room for Him in your life?

 

You may not “hate” Jesus, but if you will not make room for Him
in your life you have accomplished about the same thing!

 

"We hid, as it were, our faces from
him" (Isaiah 53:3).

 

I am thinking about the Grinch tape again.

Do you remember how when he comes up with his idea to pretend to
be Santa Claus, Dr Suess makes him look like the Devil?

 

The "Grinch" that steals Christ for our lives is really
the Devil.

 

v     And the Devil wants you to be just
like that innkeeper.

 

v     The Devil wants you to neglect Jesus,
to be indifferent toward Him.

v     The Devil doesn't care if you "believe
in Jesus" in your mind, just so long as you don't take Him too
seriously.

 

The Devil doesn’t mind if you happy,
or healthy, or anything else

AS LONG AS YOU HAVEN’T GOT ROOM FOR
JESUS!

 

That's the way he got the innkeeper.

It was a busy time of year for him.

It was a prosperous time of year for him.

 

There was plenty of money to be made with all the visitors in
town!

 

He just couldn’t take the time for Jesus!

 

"We hid, as it were, our faces from him" (Isaiah 53:3).

 

You can do that by being indifferent an neglecting Christ

 

People let the "Grinch" steal Christ out of their Christmas


	
III.          
BY DESIREING SALVATION IN SOME OTHER WAY THAT THROUGH
JESUS



Matthew 2:4-5

"And when he had gathered all the chief priests and
scribes of the people together, he (Herod the King) demanded of
them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In
Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the
prophet"

 

Then the chief priests and scribes read from the Old Testament
book of Micah 5:2, which foretold that the Messiah (the Christ)
would be born in Bethlehem.

 

Yet when these scribes finished reading where the Messiah would
be born they went back to their studies and forgot all about the
whole thing.

 

Why didn't they walk over to Bethlehem and find Christ for
themselves?

 

It would have taken them less than an hour to walk there from
Jerusalem.

 

But they sent the wise men over to Bethlehem to find Christ,
while they went back to their religion and their Bible study.

 

You see, the scribes were trying to be saved in some other way,
rather than by coming to Jesus.

 

They were trying to be saved by "their own religion."

 

And religion has never saved
anybody!

 

In order to be forgiven

In order to go to heaven

YOU MUST COME TO JESUS!

 

How about
you?



 Has there been a time when you came to Christ alone and asked
Him to forgive your sins and save you?

 

Don't let that old Grinch called the Devil rob you of Jesus!

 

Don't be like those scribes.

Don't be a person of whom it was said,

 

"We hid, as it were, our faces from him" (Isaiah 53:3).

 

People let the "Grinch" steal Christ out of their Christmas


	
IV.          
BY THEIR COWARDICE



They are too cowardly to put Jesus on the throne of their
lives.

 

They are like the soldiers King Herod sent to kill the babies in
Bethlehem.

 

v     Surely those soldiers knew it
was wrong to murder helpless babies.

v     Surely they had heard that one
of these babies might be their long-awaited Saviour, the
Messiah!

v     Surely these soldiers knew, by
killing that many babies, they were in danger of killing the
Saviour.

 

But they did it anyway. Why?

 

Because they were too cowardly to disobey King Herod!

 

Fear is listed as the number-one
reason people go to Hell.

 

In Revelation 21:8, the Bible says:

"But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second
death"

 

Fear is the greatest cause of damnation.

 

Fear of losing your friends.

Fear of losing your popularity

You might fear what family will think

 

Some people let fear keep them from getting saved

Others let fear keep them from serving Christ.

 

Either way that old "Grinch" the Devil
takes Christ out of Christmas!

 

"We hid, as it were, our faces from him" (Isaiah 53:3).




But the most common way people let the "Grinch" steal Christ out
of their Christmas is


	
V.              
BY APPEALING TO THEIR LAZINESS 



Look how lazy old King Herod was!

 

v     He sent the wise men to find
Christ.

Matthew 2:8

"He sent them to Bethlehem"

 

v     He sent soldiers to slay the
children

Matthew 2:16

"(he) sent forth, and slew all the children of
Bethlehem"

 

He didn’t have the gumption to do his own work.

He sent others to do it for him.

 

Hey, a lot of us are lazy too!

 

v     Too lazy to open the Bible and search
out what it says.

v     Too lazy to get up every Sunday and be
in church.

v     Too lazy to get on our face and spend
time in prayer.

v     Too lazy to tell others about the Lord
Jesus Christ.

 

 

The Bible says, Isaiah 53:3

"We hid, as it were, our faces from him"

 

Will you let that old "Grinch," the Devil, steal Christmas from
you?

Will you let him rob you and your loved ones of Jesus Christ,
God's best gift to mankind?

 

He’ll steal Christmas from you


	Through hatred of Jesus

	Through neglect of Jesus

	Through a religion rather than Jesus

	Through fear of turning to Jesus and

	Through laziness in seeking Jesus



 

 










Chapter 15
The People Who Missed Christmas


[2]

John  7:1-10  

“For neither did His brethren believe in
Him.”

 

This Text in John 7:1-10 fascinates me. 

 

The Brothers of Jesus did not believe in Him,

 

They missed the real meaning


	Of His Birth,

	Of His life,

	Of His Message, and

	Of His Ministry….



 

Why did the Family of Jesus have a problem in believing in
Him?   

 


	Jesus raised the dead, But why not our
Dad?

	Jesus healed the sick,  But why not my
Sister?

	Jesus fed the 5,000 & the 7,000



 

Oh! To have lived in the time of Christ,

 


	To Walk where Jesus Walked,…

	To Sit at His feet while He
Taught,



 

We say Christmas is a time of Faith in the Saviour, a family
time and a time for children. 

 


	Others are humanistic, seeing Christmas as a time to celebrate
love for one’s fellow man, the spirit of giving etc. 



 


	But to others it is just another excuse to party. 



 

But they miss the fact that God was born into this world as a
human body. 

 

Jesus is Immanuel.

 

One of those who missed Christmas was,

I.       THE
INNKEEPER   — PRE- OCCUPIED

Luke
2:7         

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped
him in

swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because
there was no room for them in the inn. 
(KJV)

 

We all know the Christmas story well enough to know that Caesar
Augustus had demanded a taxing of the people and everyone was to go
back to the place that they were born and pay taxes. 

 

Well Mary and Joseph went back to Bethlehem of Judea where
Joseph was from.

 

The innkeeper is not mentioned but the inn could have been
anything from a lean-to to a nice bed and breakfast
lodge. 

 

It was someone else’s property!

 

The innkeeper turned away the Son of God because he was
preoccupied. 

 

He wasn’t hostile, just preoccupied with his business. 

Millions are wrapped up in activity; just things that make them
too busy to take time out for the Son of God.

 

Some are shopping, going to banquets, parties, concerts,
church

activities, school activities or office parties. 

 

They are just consumed with activity that causes them to be
preoccupied!

 


App:               

Are you Pre-occupied, with


	Dollars,

	Dolls,

	Doings,…



 

Are you turning away the Son of God?  …
   

The King of Kings?

 

Not only did the innkeeper miss Christmas because of
preoccupation, but also,

 

 

II.
HEROD         
—       FEAR

Matt 2:1-8

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in
the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the
east to Jerusalem,

Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews?
for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship
him.

When Herod the king had heard these things, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.

And when he had gathered all the chief priests and
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ
should be born.

And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for
thus it is written by the prophet,

And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the
least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a
Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men,
inquired of them diligently what time the star
appeared.

And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and
search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him,
bring me word again, that I may come and worship him
also. (KJV)

 

Herod wasn’t ignorant, he was very well informed. 

 

He pretended that he wanted to worship the new king. 

 

A lot of people pretend. 

 

But      he was troubled. 

The word troubled here means that he was    agitated
or stirred up. 

 

His problem was fear.

 

Herod was not a Jew, but an Indumean. 

 

He was allowed to reign by the power of the Roman
Government. 

 

He called himself, “King of the Jews.” 

 

Herod had ten wives and 12 children. 

 

He was afraid of his wives’ brother who was the High Priest, so
he had him murdered. 

 

He also has two of his eldest sons killed for fear they would
try to take the throne. 

 

Five days before his death he had his eldest son killed because
he was afraid he would take the throne.

 

He also had all of the prominent people put in prison.

 

Herod had all of the babies 2 years old and younger killed
because he feared the new “King of the Jews.”

 

There are a lot of people who live in fear of someone taking
their throne. 

 

For Example there are some in constant fear of loosing
their:


1.            
Career


2.            
Position


3.            
Power


4.            
Ambition


5.            
Plans


6.            
Lifestyle

 

No one else can be king in their lives. 

 

They even call themselves Christians, but they do not allow Him
to be king.

 

 They say as was said in, Luke 19:14 “But his
citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying,  We
will not have this man to reign over us.” 
(KJV)

 

App:    Are you allowing your fears to cause you
to miss the Christ of Christmas?

 

III. THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS -INDIFFERENCE

Matt 2:4-6

And when he had gathered all the chief priests and
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ
should be born.

And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for
thus it is written by the prophet,

And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the
least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a
Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. (KJV)

 

They quoted Micah 5:2

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting. (KJV)

 

They knew all about it, but they just didn’t care because of
Indifference. 

 

The root of indifference is pride. 

 

They were too busy with themselves.

 

They were His greatest adversaries when He began His ministry
and they finally had Him crucified because of envy. Envy always
comes from pride.

 

Some folks are so religious; they do not need a
savior. 

 

Jesus came for people who have problems and know it.

 

Matt 9:13       

But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have
mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance. (KJV)

 

These are people who do not care about the remedy, because they
do not believe that they have the disease.

 

Are you missing Christ, because He is not socially acceptable to
your peers? 

 

Are you Religious but lost? 

 

Are you missing appropriating the grace of God? 

 

IV.    THE ROMANS - IDOLTRY

An entire Empire missed Christmas. 

 

It is odd thought that this entire empire missed Christmas only
to later on designate Christmas as the beginning of their
calendar. 

 

The reason they missed Christmas is because of
Idolatry. 

 

Caesar Augustus was the grand nephew of Julius Caesar. 

 

He took the title “Pontifex Maximus” which means “Highest
Priest” but he missed the real priest the Lord Jesus
Christ! 

 

In the middle of his reign he ordered that a census should be
taken.  Luke 2:1 “And it came to pass in those
days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all
the world should be taxed.

 

Jesus was born in the heyday of the Roman Empire. 

 

Roman soldiers were everywhere in Jerusalem and Bethlehem
overseeing the census. 

 

But they missed Christmas because of Idolatry! 

 

We have a subtle form of paganism such as the worship of the
gods of money, sex, power, prestige, popularity and fame. 

 

Our major gods are selfishness and materialism.

 

App:   

Americans are missing Christmas! 

They see


	Parties,

	Pastries,

	Palm trees,

	Property,

	Perfume,

	Pennies,

	Pleasures,…
         



 

And miss the Prince of PEACE!

 

V. THE PEOPLE OF NAZARETH -
FAMILIARITY       

Luke 4:16-21

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought
up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the
sabbath day, and stood up for to read.

And there was delivered unto him the book of the
prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place
where it was written,

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised,

To preach the acceptable year of the
Lord.

And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the
minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the
synagogue were fastened on him.

And he began to say unto them, This day is this
scripture fulfilled in your ears. (KJV)

 

The Jews who came out of the Babylonian captivity repopulated
Nazareth.

 

They were all descendants of King David and that is the reason
they called themselves Nazarenes or a shoot from the stump of
David. 

 

This was actually what we would call “shoot town.”

 

Is 11:1

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of
Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:

 

 These people of this town missed Christmas because of
familiarity. 

 

Familiarity strangles conviction.!!! 

 

Some will miss Christmas because they have grown up with
Christmas and it is just another holiday to them. 

 

Even some Christians miss Christmas because they have become too
familiar with it and have not actually taken it for what it
is. 

 

App:   

Are you missing the Old Time Religion? 

When Church was Church!!!!

 

Instead of a Performance, Production, or Party!!!

 

They as Dr, Vance Havner said, “have been inoculated with such a
mild form that they are totally immune to the real thing.”

 

Some people are raised in a Christian home and go to church all
the time and know about the Bible and know about the birth of
Christ, but they totally miss Christmas because they have a problem
with familiarity.

 

The Christmas Gift List

 


           
I had the nicest Christmas list-


                       
The longest one in town-


           
Til Daddy looked at it and said,


                       
“You’ll have to cut it down.”

 


           
I knew that what he said was true


                       
Beyond the faintest doubt,


           
But I was amazed to hear him say,


                       
“You’ve left your best friend out.”

 


           
And so I scanned my list again,


                       
And said, “Oh, that’s not true!”


           
But Daddy said,  “His name’s not there-


                       
That Friend who died for you.”

 


           
And then I clearly understood


                       
‘Twas Jesus that he meant;


           
For Him who should come first of all


                       
I hadn’t planned a cent.

 


           
I had made a lengthy Christmas list


                       
And left the Savior out!


           
But, oh, it  didn’t take me long


                       
To change the list about.

 


           
And though I’ve had to drop some names


                       
Of folks I like a lot;


           
My Lord must have the most – Because –


                       
His name is at the top.

 

Conclusion:    

Every Person can avoid missing Christmas;  

 

By understanding how these people missed that first
Christmas.

 

May Christmas time mean more to you


           
Than gifts on Christmas Morn;

May you feel the peace the whole world knew


           
When Christ The Lord was born!

 

May you know the special gladness


           
And hope that came to man;

And may it thrill your heart just now,


           
An Christmas comes again!

 

 


Ill.                   

There was a couple in Boston who wanted a baby so bad and she
finally had a baby and they were so happy. 

 

When the baby reached his first birthday, the mother gave a
party and invited all of her friends.

 

The party was so great and they were all having such a
great  time. 

 

Then they all asked to see the baby, because it was his
birthday. 

 

The mother went to the bedroom to get the baby and everyone at
the party had come in and thrown their coats on the bed and of
course the baby was smothered to death by the coats. 

 

They completely missed the one that the birthday was far.

Don’t miss his birthday this Christmas.
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Luke 2:1-7

And it came to pass in those days, that there went
out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be
taxed.

(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was
governor of Syria)

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own
city.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the
city of Nazareth,into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of
David)

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great
with child.

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days
were accomplished that she should be delivered.

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there
was no room for them in the inn.

 

There is a famous story concerning the famous artist
Michelangelo. 

 

Michelangelo was once putting what appeared to be the finishing
touches on a sculpture when a friend dropped by for a visit.

 

Days later, the friend dropped by again and was surprised to
find the artist still working on the same statue.

 

The statue looked the same to the friend as it had days earlier,
so he said, "You haven't been working on this statue all this time,
have you?"

 

"I have", said Michelangelo. "I've been busy retouching this
part and polishing that part; I've softened this feature and
brought out that muscle; I've given more expression to the lips and
more energy to that arm."

 

"But all those things are so insignificant," said the friend,
"they're mere trifles."

"That may be so," replied Michelangelo, "But trifles make
perfection, and perfection is no trifle."[1]

 

It is interesting, I think, how God chose in telling the
Greatest Story the World has ever known a series of


	Little Incidents

	Little Things

	Little Tasks

	Little People and

	Little Places



To give us the Story of Christ's coming into the
World. 

 

There is nothing in the story of Christ’s birth that a man can
call “bigness.”

 

Consider,

I. HE USED LITTLE MARY TO BRING JESUS INTO THE
WORLD

 

One of the elite was not chosen to carry the babe in Her
Womb. 

 

It not a


	Fashionable,

	Wealthy, or

	Learned



Lady of Nazareth or Palestine that was chosen to carry the
Christ Child in the womb. 

 

It was given to a simple girl, a poor girl of Nazareth.

 

A. Her selection.

 

Her choice by God shows us that God is interested in little
people. 

 

When God knew that the time was come He sent forth His Son.

 

Galatians 4:4

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the
law,

 

Why did He choose Mary to be the mother of the Incarnate
Son? 

 

The gentle lowly Mary of Nazareth was the Father's choice as the
Mother of His Beloved Son.

 

That she herself was overwhelmed at God's condescending grace in
choosing her is evident from her song of praise in which she
magnified Him for regarding her lowly estate, and in exalting
her.

 

Luke 1:46-48

And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the
Lord,

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Saviour.

For he hath regarded the low estate of his
handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call
me blessed.

 

Mary was selected by divine wisdom from among the humblest and
it was through this humble virgin that the Father prepared His Son
to labor among the common people who heard Him gladly. 

 

B. Her submission.

Luke 1:30-38

And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for
thou hast found favour with God.

And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of
the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his
father David:

And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever;
and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be,
seeing I know not a man?

And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of God.

And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also
conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with
her, who was called barren.  

For with God nothing shall be
impossible.

And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be
it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.
 

 

It is amazing to consider the way Mary received the news that
she was the one chosen to bring the Christ child into this
world. 

 

She was in no way skeptical. 

 

Yes, she asked questions of Gabriel as to how she could become
the Mother of Jesus, seeing she was a pure Virgin.

 

But following the explanation of how the miracle would happen,
she, stepped out in faith and replied, "Be it according
to thy Word."

 

I have heard it said for years that “the greatest
ability is availability.”

 

Mary was selected and she was
submissive to the Word of the Lord. 

 

God uses Little People. 

He used little Mary

 

Secondly He used

II. JOSEPH THE CARPENTER TO PROTECT AND PROVIDE FOR MARY
AND THE CHRIST CHILD.

 

None of the


	Wealthy Men, or the

	Famous Men, or the

	Learned Men



were chosen to be the Father of Jesus. 

 

That was left to a humble man by the name of Joseph and he was
just a simple carpenter.

 

Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When
as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came
together, she was found with child of the Holy
Ghost.

Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not
willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away
privily.

But while he thought on these things, behold, the
angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph,
thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.
 

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call
his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their
sins.

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,
 

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall
bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which
being interpreted is, God with us.  

Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel
of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his
wife:

And knew her not till she had brought forth her
firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.

 

A. Joseph was a husband. 

Matthew 1:18-19

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When
as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came
together, she was found with child of the Holy
Ghost.

Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not
willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away
privily.

 

1. He loved Mary very much.

2. He did not want to hurt Mary.

 

B. Joseph was a just man.

He wanted to do the right thing both by Mary and what was right
with God.

 

By the way, He and Mary were espoused; that is a stronger more
meaningful relationship than engagement; yet they had not fooled
around.

 

They saved that for marriage, the only time sexual relationships
are pleasing to the Lord.

 

C. Joseph was a considerate man.

He was not rash and angry.

 

He thought through what needed to be done.

 

And apparently He sought the mind of the Lord because he got
it.

 

Too often we fly off the handle and make rash decisions and
statements without waiting on the Lord.

 

D. Joseph was an instructed man.

Matthew 1:20-23

But while he thought on these things, behold, the
angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph,
thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Ghost.

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call
his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their
sins.

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,
 

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall
bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which
being interpreted is, God with us.

 

1. He accepted the dream from God.

2. He accepts Mary's child from God.

 

E. Joseph was an obedient man.

Matthew 1:24 -25

Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel
of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his
wife:

And knew her not till she had brought forth her
firstborn son:  

 

1. He did what the angel told him to do.

2. He took Mary as his wife.

 

F. Joseph was a privileged man. 

Vs. 25

 

Matthew 1:25 … … .  and he called his name
JESUS.

 

Joseph was just a lowly carpenter engaged to Mary a poor girl
but God allowed them to be the family for His own Son. 

 

Joseph was so privileged, he got to be the one who named the
child Jesus.

 

The name that according to the Bible, ….there is
none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved.[2]

 

God uses Little People. 

He used virgin Mary to bring Christ into the World

He used carpenter Joseph to provide for protect Mary and
Jesus

 

God used

III. THE SHEPHERDS TO TELL OF THE BIRTH.

Luke 2:8-17

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding
in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night.

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and
the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore
afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold,
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God, and saying,

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men.

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away
from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to
pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.

And they came with haste, and found Mary, and
Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

And when they had seen it, they made known abroad
the saying which was told them concerning this
child.

 

There were plenty of upper class folks God could have told about
the birth of Jesus Christ

 


	There were wealthy men

	There were scholars

	There were religious leaders



 


	Any one of them would have felt privileged to be the
first to hear that the Messiah had come and

	Any one of them would have been proud to have been
chosen to spread the news.



Yet it was not to them that the angels appeared. 

 

Their ears did not hear the "Glory of God in the
highest and on Earth, peace, good will toward
men." 

 

God, in His wisdom, did not choose to send the angels to sing
the message to those who were in the city. 

 

He chose that the greatest news that the world has ever heard
was heard by simple shepherds,

 

A. They were busy when God told them.

I have learned that if I want to get anything done I have to ask
someone who is already busy.

 

If I ask those who do not already have a ministry in the church,
there is a good chance what I need done won’t get done.

 

God must have experienced the same thing because you never find
Him choosing idle people.

 

He always chooses those who are already busy in His service for
special assignments

 

B. They listened and obeyed the message

As soon as the angels were finished, they said to each
other, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this
thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto
us.

 

They did not waste time – they applied what they were told to
real life today.

 

C. They left and told of what they had
seen.

I question the experience of a person who claims to have met
Jesus Christ the Saviour but never tells anyone how they can meet
Him too.

 

Once you know Jesus you also
know everyone else needs to
know Jesus.

 

These aren’t the Ivy League graduates

These aren’t the famous actresses and actors that people
idolize

These aren’t the leaders of the free world

 

These are just simple shepherds

And God chose to tell them first about the birth of the
Saviour

 

God uses little people to spread His Word. 

 

Conclusion:

Little people in the Christmas message

-God used virgin Mary to bring the Saviour into the World

-God used carpenter Joseph to provide and protect Mary and the
baby

-God used simple shepherds to tell the world He had arrived

 

That means God can use you.

And that means God wants to use you

 

Will you trust Him as Saviour?

Will you offer yourself to Him?

 







[1] http://www.heartlight.org/timely_truths/perfection.html
accessed 12/2/05





[2] Acts 4:12
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Luke 2:1-7

And it came to pass in those days, that there went
out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be
taxed.

(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was
governor of Syria)

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own
city.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the
city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of
David) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with
child.

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days
were accomplished that she should be delivered.

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there
was no room for them in the inn.

 

This morning I want to preach to you on the subject,
Little places in the Christmas story

 

There is a reason God chose to give the Jews the Promised
Land.

 

It was a place flowing with milk and honey

It was a place of prosperity in its day

 

And in those days


	There would have been palaces of beauty and
splendor. 

	There would have been great
universities. 

	There would have been great estates in which were the
most plush furnishings. 

	There would have been nice Inns for the
wealthy. 

	There would have been plush homes with elaborate
decor. 



 

Yet, when God prepared for Jesus to come into this
world; He used little places to carry out His plan.

 

I. THE PLAN WAS GIVEN IN NAZARETH.

Luke 1:26

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent
from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,

 

Why did God use Nazareth?  You and I both know that there
were other important Cities in the Bible.  

 

A. It was not in Jerusalem.

 

I think of the city of Jerusalem. 

 

It was the religious hub of the Jewish faith. 

After all it was in this city that the Temple was to be
found. 

 

The capstone of all of Judaism. 

 

It was to this city that everybody that was somebody would go to
several times a year. 

 


	It was the Place of the Palace of the
Rulers. 

	It was where the elite lived and
worked. 

	It was one of the most affluent cities of its
time.



 

Jesus however, was not to be born in Jerusalem. 

 

The message of the coming Christ child was sent to the place
called Nazareth. 

 


	It was a quiet village.

	It was away from the hustle and bustle of big
cities. 

	It was to this place that God planned for His message
to be heard.



 

You may think that you are not important. 

Don't you believe it.

 

God is interested in you no matter in what little place that you
live.

 

B. It was not in Jericho.

 

I think of the city of Jericho. 

 

It was the commercial place of the Jewish Faith. 

 

After all it was where all of the merchants and sellers would
gather together. 

 

Zacheaus was from Jericho.

He could tell you the Greatness of that City. 

 

Jesus however, was not to be born in Jericho. 

The message of the coming Jesus was sent to the place called
Nazareth. 

 

C. It was sent to Mary in Nazareth.

 

Think of the testimony of Nathaniel.

John 1:45-46

Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We
have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did
write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.
 

And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good
thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see.
 

 

The question was, “Can there any good thing come out of
Nazareth?” 

Yes

 

Nathanael there is something that is good come out of
Nazareth. 

 

Jesus was out of Nazareth. 

 

Jesus was not only good but He was GREAT!!

 

God used a little place to hatch His plan to bring the Saviour
into the world.

 

II. THE PLACE WAS BETHLEHEM.

Luke 2:4

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the
city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of
David:) (KJV)

 

It was to this little village that the greatest gift that was to
ever be given came. 

 

 

A. It was not a capitol city of the world.

 

Herod wondered why this one had not been born in one of His
Palaces. 

 

He wondered how the King of the Jews could be born without the
royal blood of the day. 

 

God allowed His Son to be born in the village of
Bethlehem.  Not


	Paris, or

	Tokyo, or

	Babylon



No, He was to be born in the village of Bethlehem.

 

B. Bethlehem.

 

1. It was known as one of the cities of
David.

2. It was the least of all the cities.

Micah 5:2

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting.

 

God uses little places

He planned Jesus coming in Nazareth

He placed Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem

 

Thirdly

III. THE PURPOSE WAS IN A STABLE.

 

A. He was not born in a fancy home.

If you and I were planning on the arrival of our Son we would
make sure that He had the best we could provide

 


	Some of us could afford to have another room built on
the house

	Some of us would take a spare room and decorate it up
with all the latest baby toys and gadgets

	Some of us might not be able to do all of that, but we
would provide the very best we possibly could for the baby’s
arrival.



 


	We would get a doctor we are confident in

	We would choose a hospital with a good pediatric
section



 

When our kids were born we were as poor as any two people you
have known.

 

But we made sure the kids were cared for.

 

Bo’s first house was a 700 square foot apartment. But he had his
own room and every day I would take him into every room of the
house and show him that everything was OK.

 

And that his mom and dad would take care of him.

 

When Caleb was born we had moved up a little in the world.

We lived in a turn of the old turn of the century Victorian
duplex.

 

It didn’t have an actual bedroom, but it did have this sort of
“cubby hole” room. We fixed it up with a crib and called it Caleb’s
room until he was too big to stay in it anymore.

 

We did our kids the very best we could.

 

So this is God’s only begotten Son

 

God owns the world.


	If He had chosen Jesus could have been born in the
greatest palace in the world

	If He had chosen Jesus could have been born to the
wealthiest people in the world

	If He had chosen Jesus could have been born in the most
medically advanced facilities in the world.



 

But

B. He was not born in a hospital.

 

In earlier years most Children were not born in a
hospital. 

 

Hospital births have come on the scene in the last 100 years or
so.

 

You might know someone who was not born in a hospital.

 

We had a man in our church in Astoria who had lived his entire
life in the same home where he was born except for the years he was
away fighting in Germany and then when he became to aged to care
for himself.

 

It was not uncommon at all for a person to be born at home.

 

But this was God's Son. 

And if anyone deserved to be born in a great hospital it would
have been the Lord.

 

Yet that was not God’s plan

 

Neither

C. Was He born in a fine hotel.

 

Can you imagine that there would be no hotel, no motel, no inn
that could find a room for a mother as needy as Mary was that
night?

 

I know things have changed over the years, but a few years ago
Anita and I and the boys found ourselves in a bad spot.

 

We had traveled from San Dimas, CA to Phoenix AZ for a preaching
meeting.

 

Before we had left we thought my secretary had made reservations
for us.

 

We arrived very late at night.

 

It was raining outside


	We were unfamiliar with the area and

	We had two children in our car



 

Unfortunately there had been a mix-up with the motel and they
had not saved a room for us.

 

There were several things going on in Phoenix and they said they
were full up.

 

They tried to help us find another motel with a room but all of
them said they were full.

 

Finally the lady at the desk told us that they always saved
aside a room or two for emergency reasons.

 

She gave us one of those.

 

I figure a woman about to have a baby would be an emergency
reason.

 

It seems to me that human kindness would have compelled someone
to give up their room for a woman about to give birth.

 

But not so for Mary and Joseph.

 

God planned on using a little place.

 

D. Jesus was born in a stable.

Luke 2:6-7

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days
were accomplished that she should be delivered.

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there
was no room for them in the inn.

 

 

The ones who witnessed this birth were the animals
present. 

 

I can picture heaven as


	All of the Angels are watching in awe.

	God sent forth His Son into this earth while the world
in solemn stillness lay, and

	The oxen and cattle fed next to Mary as she delivered
the Saviour into the world.



 

God used the little place of Nazareth to set His plan in
motion

God used the little place of Bethlehem as the city of our
Saviour’s birth and

God used the little place of a stable to be Immanuel’s first
cradle

 

God appears in humble places. 

 

He appeared to


	Shepherds in the Field, to

	Stephen outside the gate, to

	Jacob walking down a lonely road, and the

	Children in Fiery Furnace, to

	John on the Isle Patmos, to

	Peter on a rooftop. 



Our Lord uses little places.

 

No place in the Bible do we find this taught more plainly than
in the story of Christmas.

 

Will you give the Lord the little places of your life?


	Will you give Him Your Heart?

	Will you give Him your Home?

	Will you give yourself to Him wholly?
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Luke 2:1-7

And it came to pass in those days, that there went
out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be
taxed.

(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was
governor of Syria)

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own
city.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the
city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of
David)

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great
with child.

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days
were accomplished that she should be delivered.

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there
was no room for them in the inn.

 

I am doing a series of messages this month on Little Things
about the Christmas story. 

 

God used little people in the Christmas story


	God used Virgin Mary to bring the Saviour into the
world

	God used carpenter Joseph to provide and protect her
and the baby

	God used simple shepherds to tell the world about the
Saviour



 

Then God used little places in the Christmas story


	God used the little place of Nazareth to set His plan
in motion

	God used the little place of Bethlehem as the city of
our Saviour’s birth and

	God used the little place of a stable to be Immanuel’s
first cradle



 

This morning the subject is, Little Things in the
Christmas Story.

 

GOD USES LITTLE THINGS:

 

The first Little Thing that I would like to look at this Morning
is:

 

I. GOD USED A DONKEY TO CARRY MARY WITH THE CHRIST
CHILD.

At least it is assumed that she rode donkey.

 

I could not find one place in the Bible where we are told she
rode a donkey – but we know she didn’t walk, and a donkey would
have been the most likely animal.

 

A. God often uses animals to show us the will of
God.

 

We can learn great things from animals. 

 


	I think of the raven and how that it fed
Elijah. 

	I think of the serpent and how Moses learned the power
and trust of God. 

	I think of the donkey that taught Balaam to see the
angel of God. 



 

In the New Testament


	I think of how the Word of God said that the Spirit
came down upon Jesus in the baptismal waters as a
dove.

	Jesus Himself when He was to enter the city in the
triumphant entry rode upon the foal of a donkey.



 

Here we see that God used a donkey for Mary to travel upon to go
back to Bethlehem. 

 

It was another of the plots to try to get Mary to lose the
Christ Child.

 

B. It showed the humility of Christ.

 

Jesus the Son of God who had angels at his beck and call came on
a lowly donkey. 

 

It was not a great stallion as He will come back to
earth. 

 

It was a lowly insignificant creature. 

Donkey's are known for their stubbornness.

 


	Jesus had the power to ride upon the clouds, but he
chose an animal.

	Jesus had the power to sit upon the waves, but he chose
the fur of an animal.

	Jesus had the power to move mountains, but instead he
went at the creeping speed of a Donkey.



 

Philippians 2:7

But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men:

 

II. GOD USED A MANGER TO CRADLE THE CHRIST
CHILD.

Luke 2:7

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there
was no room for them in the inn.

 

A. Wood was used for His bed.

Here we see God Incarnate come down to this Earth and He is laid
in a cattle stall.  Jesus who left Heaven where the Streets
are paved with Gold is laid to rest in a feeding trough. 

 

Here we see Jesus who was surrounded by beauty in Heaven that
eye has not seen and ear has not heard, laying in a dirty cattle
bin.

 

Here we see the Immanuel or God with us being surrounded by
animals when He was born.  He left Heaven where he was
surrounded with angels all around Him.

 

Here we see King of the Jews hearing the crying and braying of
common barn yard animals.  When He was in Heaven all He heard
was Praise and Glory Given to Him and the Father and the Holy
Ghost.

 

B. It showed the humanity of Christ.

 

The Cradle was a Manger. 

The manger was made of Wood. 

 

I wonder if the person who made it, would ever dream that tiny
little manger would one day house a baby, but not just any baby,
but the baby of Mary, who was the Son of the God of the
Universe.  For if the maker would have known that the King of
the Jews would have been born and laid in that Manger, would he
have not made it nicer?  Would he have made sure all of the
boards were straight? 

 

Jesus was not only God he was also Man.  God became Man so
that we may live with Him forever.  The Manger of wood can
reminds us of another piece of wood. For just as the Manger was
part of the plan of God.  So was the Cross a Plan of
God.  For even when Jesus was born in that Stable, in the back
ground unknown to the world but in the Plan of God was a
Cross.  For Jesus not only had to be born but He had to
die. 

 

Philippians 2:8

And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.  

 

If Jesus had been born and not died then He would not have
fulfilled the plan of God. 

 

The Manger was just common wood.  Jesus was just common
Flesh and Bone.  There was nothing special about the body of
Jesus.

 

Hebrews 4:15

For we have not an high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  

 


	He got tired just like we do. 

	He felt pain just like we do. 

	He got hungry and thirsty just like we
do. 



 

Jesus was not only All God He was also All Man.

 

God uses Little Things just Like He Used Little People and
Little Places to give us the Christmas Story. 

 

We just looked at the Little Donkey that God used to Carry Mary
and the Child Jesus to Bethlehem.  It is amazing that He
humbled himself to be carried by a Beast of Burden.  God uses
Little Things to show us the Great Things with these Little
Things. 

 

The Second Little Thing in the Christmas Story is that God used
a Manger to Cradle the Christ Child.  God used a feed bin for
Animals to lay his Child to rest in.  This Manger was made out
of wood.  Not Gold or Silver but just plain rough hewn
boards.  This Little Thing points to another item made out of
wood and that is the Cross. God Uses Little Things in the Christmas
Story and the last Little Thing that I would like to look at this
Morning is:

 

III. GOD USED A STAR TO CROWN THE CHRIST
CHILD.

 

A. A special star was given that night.

It is a wonderful story in Matthew about the Wise Men. 

 

Later on this month we will look at this story in many different
lights. 

 

But today I want you to notice that the sky was illuminated with
a different star. 

 

It was so different that Gentile People, People from a long
distance came to see what this star meant.

 

The Wise Men saw a little thing like a star and began a journey
that would change their lives. 

 

These Men would never be the same again.

 

B. It paid homage to Christ.

 

The Heavens were busy with the Announcement of the Baby being
born in Bethlehem. 


	The Angel was announcing the Birth of the Savior to
Shepherds.

	The Angelic Choir was lifting the Heavens with Praise
and Glory that God had come down to Earth. 

	At the same time God put a Special Light in the sky
announcing the Birth of Christ.



 

Matthew 2:2

Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews?
for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship
him.

 

All of Bethlehem was in Stillness and this Light was shining but
no one even paid attention to it. 

 

Here God placed a Special Light in the Sky a Magi if you will
and no one from Bethlehem came to see what the commotion was all
about.

 

God used just a Little Star to begin a journey that would be
recorded over and over again in History. 

 

Gentiles bringing gifts to a Jewish King.

 

God uses Little Things just Like He Used Little People and
Little Places to give us the Christmas Story.  We just looked
at the Little Donkey that God used to Carry Mary and the Child
Jesus to Bethlehem.  It is amazing that He humbled himself to
be carried by a Beast of Burden.  God uses Little Things to
show us the Great Things with these Little Things.  The Second
Little Thing in the Christmas Story is that God used a Manger to
Cradle the Christ Child.  God used a feed bin for Animals to
lay his Child to rest in.  This Manger was made out of
wood.  Not Gold or Silver but just plain rough hewn
boards.  This Little Thing points to another item made out of
wood and that is the Cross. God Uses Little Things in the Christmas
Story and the last Little Thing that I would like to look at this
Morning is He used a Star in the Sky to Crown the Christ Child.

 

God uses Little People and Little Places and Little
Things.  He used a Donkey to Carry the Christ Child, He Used a
Manger to Cradle the Christ Child, He Used a Star to Crown the
Christ Child.

 

When God chooses to do something, He uses Little
Things. 


	What did He use to feed the 5,000?  Five Loaves
and two fishes. 

	What did He give to Shamgar when he defeated the
Philistines and killed six hundred of them?  An ox
goad. 

	What did God give to Moses with which to part the Red
Sea?  A Golden Rod or a magic wand?  No, just an old
Shepherd's Rod.



 

God doesn't need anything big. 

 

God needs yielded Little Things. 

 

When God chose to call Moses, did He use a Neon Sign?  No,
a burning bush. 

 

What did God use to restore sight?  Did He use
penicillin?  No, He used some mud. 

 

God uses Little Things. 

 


	He upholds the sparrows wings;

	He paints the Lilly of the Field. 

	He numbers the hairs of the Head. 



Scientists tell us that the smallest insect under the microscope
that cannot be seen with the naked eye, is just as complete as
God's biggest Creatures. 

 

God is just as careful when He makes the Little Insect as He is
when He makes the biggest of His Creatures. 

 

God is concerned about Little Things.

 


	But you say, I don't have much.  Well, you don't
need much.  So You're not the top of your class.  You
don't have to be. 

	So you are not the biggest in your Class.  You
don't have to be very big.



 

When the Christ Child came to the World and God became Flesh,
oh, how big it was! 

 

There was nothing in the world so big as this. 

Never had a transaction transpired like this one. 

 

Here is the Preexistent God becoming Flesh. 

Now there's a way to Heaven; 

Now here is the Savior coming with the best news the World has
ever known.

 

God Used a Little Town called Bethlehem, some poor Shepherds in
the fields watching their flocks by night; a poor Little Girl and
Man in Nazareth (so poor that when Jesus was brought to the Temple,
they could not bring a Lamb, but two turtle doves); God uses Little
People, Little Places and Little Things!










Chapter 19
The Announcement





Luke 1:26-31

 

The title for this morning's message is simply,

THE ANNOUNCEMENT!

 

The most wonderful and important announcement that this world
has every experienced centers around the story we have just
read.

 

Let me take the announcement of the coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ. and show it to you from three different directions:

 

First notice:

I. THE ANNOUNCED.

And obviously this refers to the Lord Jesus Christ!

 

Can you imagine a better individual to announce than the person
of Jesus Christ?

 

Last Sunday night I used Gal 4:4


4             
But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,
(KJV)

 

But I had missed something in my emphasis.

 

The passage does not say when the fulness of time was come, the
fulness of THE TIME!

 

God had planned out a specific time for Christ to be born. And
God sent His only begotten Son to be born AT THAT EXACT TIME!

 

AND LOOK AT THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST!

 

1. Call His name JESUS.

The word means, IS THE SAVIOUR!

 

Another passage says he would be called Immanuel which means,
"God with us!

 

2. He shall be great (vs 32)

 

Great in
the sense of His stature.

 

Has anyone ever exceeded the stature of the Lord Jesus
Christ?

 

No name is more well known!

No person is more revered!

 

They say that great men have both friends and enemies. It is not
possible to be great without having enemies.

 

JESUS IS AT THE SAME TIME, THE MOST LOVED AND MOST HATED OF ALL
PEOPLE!

 

 

He is great in His stature.

 

He is great
in His person!

 

Consider the loveliness of Jesus Christ!

 

Could anyone ever be a better person than is Jesus?

 

He lived His entire life without committing even one sin!

 

There was not one person on this planet he did not love!

 

Not one person He did not desire to serve and help!

 

When His enemies hated Him, he loved them all the more!

 

His dying words were words of forgiveness and kindness to those
who had so cruelly killed Him!

 

In His lifetime on earth, He:

fed the hungry, healed the sick,

cast out demons,

taught right living,

founded the church, and most importantly of
all,

saved lost souls!

 

He was
great in His influence

 

In fact, Jesus is still influencing the world these 2000 years
later!

 

Christ's influence has led to a:

more humane view of women

more moral kind of lifestyle

more compassionate type of civilization

 

His influence founded this nation we now live in.

 

His influence has:

led to the building of hospitals, and
orphanages

sent missionaries around the world to preach the gospel
of salvation.

 

His influence has

reached into kingdoms and slums

 

Touched beggars and princes

 

And saved all who would just come and ask Him
to!

 

he has caused

the drunkard to stop drinking

the abuser to stop abusing

 

the harlot has changed occupations

And the brawler has changed temperaments

 

ALL BECAUSE OF THE INFLUENCE OF THIS ONE MAN, JESUS CHRIST!

 

Truly He is GREAT!

 

Jesus is the

express image of God,

the form of God,

and equal to God!

 

3. And of His kingdom there shall be no end
(vs. 33).

God has told us, and Christ has promised that one day he will
return again, AND AT THAT TIME, HE WILL TAKE OVER THE KINGDOMS OF
THIS WORLD!

 

Jesus will one day be the ruler of all that is!

 

And every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of the Father!

 

I wonder, how many today, will be forced to bow the knee, AND
HOW MANY HAVE ALREADY VOLUNTARILY BENDED THEIR KNEE BEFORE THE LORD
JESUS CHRIST!

 

After as tremendous a subject as Jesus Christ, I almost hesitate
to go on with the message, but their are other aspects which ought
to be covered.

 

Jesus Christ is the announced

 

Now notice

II. THE ANNOUNCER.

 

Automatically, a person's thoughts go to the angel Gabriel from
verse 25.

 

However, I would like to point out to you that Gabriel, and the
other angel's function as announcers was minor compared to THE
ANNOUNCER, JOHN THE BAPTIST!

 

In fact, Luke chooses to tell us about the conception and birth
of John the Baptist, BEFORE, that of Jesus Christ (Luke
1:5-24)!

 

Not because John was greater than Jesus, BUT BECAUSE HIS TASK IN
LIFE WOULD BE TO ANNOUNCE CHRIST, AND PREPARE THE WAY FOR PEOPLE TO
RECEIVE CHRIST AS THEIR SAVIOUR!

 

 And Jesus did say that there were none greater among men
than John the Baptist!

 

And in fact, as great as Jesus is, THERE IS NO WAY FOR PEOPLE TO
KNOW THAT GREATNESS, UNLESS SOMEONE OF US GOES TO TELL
THEM!         

 

There is no greater man on this earth, and no greater calling on
this planet, than to be one who tells others about Jesus Christ

 

Not so much of His birth, BUT OF THE SALVATION WHICH CAN BE
FOUND IN CHRIST!

 

We learn much from considering the birth of even John the
Baptist:

 

God planned:

1. THE TIME OF HIS BIRTH

He was conceived, and therefore born, just about six months
before Christ.

 

It would not have done, had he been born many years before the
Lord, nor would it have served God's plan had he been born after
Christ's birth.

 

God had a time for John to be born!

 

God planned

2. THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF HIS BIRTH

By this, I refer to his parents.

 

God had particular parents in mind for John the Baptist.

 

And even if it meant delaying their ability to have children
until they were old and childbearing was near miraculous
itself.

 

God would work out the circumstances so John the Baptist would
be born AT THE RIGHT TIME, AND TOO THE RIGHT PARENTS!

 

God planned

3. THE PURPOSE FOR HIS BIRTH

 John's life on this earth was to be no accident. Before he
was even conceived, God had already made plans for the life of John
the Baptist!

 

He would be the ANNOUNCER!

 

The one who would prepare the Way for the Lord!

 

And. the same is true of us all today!

 

No human being is born on accident!

 

God plans

The time

the circumstances, and

the purpose of the birth

 

OF US ALL

 

We could not have been born at any better time

We could not have been born under any better circumstances,
and

We could not have been born with any better purpose for our
lives

 

THAN THE TIME THE CIRCUMSTANCES, AND THE PURPOSE WHICH GOD
PLANNED FOR US!

 

And, if you are a believer, THE PURPOSE FOR YOUR LIFE HAS AS A
PRIORITY, TO ANNOUNCE TO OTHERS HOW THEY CAN BE SAVED TOO!

 

Finally, notice with me

III. THE ANNOUNCEES

Luke 2:10

"to ALL people."

 

This message about the salvation that Jesus Christ can give is a
message TO ALL PEOPLE!

 

I heard a Jew on a radio talk show the other day say HE HATES
THIS TIME OF YEAR!

 

He can't go out on the streets without seeing the name of JESUS
posted on houses and businesses!

 

He can't go into the stores without hearing the name of JESUS
SUNG IN CHORUSES.

 

He hates the Christmas season because he can't get away from the
announcement about Jesus Christ!

 

And while I do not want people to hate me.

 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT THE SALVATION JESUS CAN GIVE IS ONE THAT
IS FOR ALL PEOPLE EVERYWHERE

 

All of the time!

 

The announcement about Jesus is not one that is for only those
who already believe!

 

It is not only for those who are from Christian families

 

It isn't even only for those who are from Christian cultures

 

Christ's message is TO ALL PEOPLE.

 

And by the way

 

All who will come to Jesus, regardless of family background,
cultural background, or even religious background, WILL FIND IN
CHRIST SALVATION FROM SINS,

 

And GREAT JOY!

 










Chapter 20
When Mary Saw The Angel





Luke 1:26-38

 

Can you imagine with me the excitement that day the Angel
Gabriel came to Mary and announced God’s plan to send the Saviour
of all the earth through her?

 

The experience must have been one of
euphoria mixed with
terror.

 

I can’t imagine seeing a supernatural being and not
being frightened.


	Not everybody saw angels

	Not everybody had good experiences with them (host of
God fighting the armies of Syria, etc.)

	Not all angels are good (fallen
angels—devils)



 

So at first you wouldn’t know what to think.

 

Angels did appear to some people in the Old Testament, in a form
that was so man like that, Abraham, for instance wasn’t  all
afraid.

 

But they also appeared with flaming swords of fire (Garden of
Eden)

 

And Mary had no question Gabriel was an angel—so somehow she
could tell he was no man. 

 

It would have been frightening.

 

On the other hand, it would have been exciting to have
seen this supernatural being.

 


	Not everybody got to see angels.

	The angel’s message was one of good
tidings

	The angel said some encouraging things about
Mary



 

Ever since God had promised Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden
that one day a woman would bring forth the One who would do away
with the sin Satan beguiled them into, it had been the dream of
Jewish women that they would be the one from whom the Saviour would
come.

 

 

And here is Gabriel telling Mary she is the one!

 

Gabriel’s visit to Mary is an exciting story, told over and over
each Christmas season.

 

But the story is more than just a historical event we can recite
during the holidays.

 

Mary’s story teaches something about knowing and doing God’s
will.

 

Few people have ever learned God’s will for our lives through a
vision from an angel.

 

Yet God has


	A will,

	A plan,

	A specific area of service



For each of us.

 

And He does make that will known.

 

 

When Mary saw the angel

I. SHE WAS TROUBLED

Vs 29

 

She was startled

She was afraid

 

As she first encountered the messenger of the Lord sent to
reveal God’s area of service for her, she was troubled by it, maybe
even afraid of it.

 

And I think this is a normal reaction for most of us!

 

When we are first confronted with what God wants us to do don’t
we get a little troubled and afraid?

 


	When we are first told about baptism

	When we first learn about tithing

	When we first get the idea we should witness for the
Lord



 

We get troubled

 

- That first Sunday that I attended Cornerstone Baptist Church
in Kennewick, I sat through the message and they gave the
invitation.

 

I knew God wanted me to go forward and tell that congregation of
10 people that I was saved and was willing to be baptized.

 

But I was troubled, and afraid.

 

- The day I got baptized, I knew I was doing the will of God

 

But I was afraid.

 

- After attending the church for a while, I realized that Pastor
Scudder called on the men of the church to pray publicly during the
services.

 

I knew he would eventually ask me, and I was afraid.

 

-When I realized God was calling me into the ministry my first
reaction was not of joy.

 

It was of gut wrenching butterflies.

 

I was afraid.

 

-And I know that every time the Lord convicts a person that they
are a sinner and they need to be saved, the first reaction is often
one of fear - they are troubled.

 

Getting saved is so wonderful, but it involves some pretty
radical changes in lifestyle afterwards!

 

Few of us who have been saved for any length of time are
anywhere near the same person we were when we got saved.

 

The lost man knows that and when he first realizes that the Lord
is pricking his heart to be saved, he could be troubled and
afraid.

 

When Mary saw the angel she was troubled.

 

Secondly, when Mary saw the angel

II. SHE WAS PERPLEXED

Vs 34

 

A. When Mary heard what God planned to do with
her, her natural reaction was to ask within herself, 
“How shall this be, seeing I know not a
man?”

 

What God planned to do with Mary was humanly impossible.

 

Mary could not make it happen by her own will.


	No amount of education

	No amount of hard work

	No amount of determination



Could cause a virgin to give birth to a child!

 

If God didn’t do a miracle, then God’s plan for Mary would
fail.

 

She was perplexed.

 

B. When we think about what God desires of us,
we often ask ourselves

“How shall this be…”

 

There are many times when we can’t see any way possible to
accomplish what God wants from us.

 

1. Salvation is perplexing

We are saved by calling upon a man who we know to have died but
somehow we are sure He is alive.

 

We come to salvation through the longing of our heart and not
through the logic of our mind.

 

We are not saved by our


	Hard work

	Good living

	Determination

	Education



 

If God doesn’t do a miracle in our soul - we cannot be
saved!

 

Salvation is perplexing.

 

That we could be saved by trusting in One that left this earth
2000 years ago is beyond our ability to comprehend.

 

Yet by faith we know it to be true.

 

2. Living for Jesus is perplexing

Scripture says we walk by faith and not by sight.

 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could have proof that doing
things Jesus’ way will work out?

 

The way Jesus teaches us to


	Treat our spouse

	Raise our children

	Spend our money and

	Use our time



 

Is so contrary to the way we have been taught all our lives that
when we first learn what the Bible says about these things we all
think, “How shall this be?”

 

When Mary saw the angel

She was troubled

She was perplexed and

 

Thirdly, when Mary saw the angel

III. SHE WAS OBEDIENT

Vs 38

 

A. Consider what God was asking of Mary.

 

She was espoused to Joseph, but not married to him yet.

 

By becoming pregnant she faced


	Divorce from Joseph

	Possible death as the Jews could stone her as an
adulterer

	Ridicule and reproach from family, friends and town’s
people



 

At the very least, nobody would understand what God was doing
with her.

 

You have to remember that this was not the type of Saviour the
people were expecting.

 

They expected the Saviour to come riding out of heaven, to
destroy the Romans - not to come as a baby child.

 

And Mary certainly was not the type of lady they would have
expected the Saviour to come through.

 

They would have figured the woman who would give birth to such
an important figure would be wealthy and powerful and living in a
palace.

 

Mary’s task was a difficult one.

 

But Mary surrendered herself to be obedient to God.

 

She was the “handmaid of the Lord” a
mere servant.

 

And she willingly surrendered to God to do with her according to
His Word.

 

Yes she was troubled

Yes she was perplexed

 

But she was nonetheless obedient!

 

B. What God asks of people even today is no easy
task.

 

If we submit to all God tells us to do we will surely face


	Ridicule and

	Reproach



 

By both


	Family

	Friends and

	Town’s people



 

Some believers have even lost their lives obeying Christ’s
Word.

 

We will be misunderstood and mistreated.

 

But we will also be highly favored of the Lord!

 

C. It would be guesswork to tell what God would have
done had Mary refused to submit to God

 

But we can imagine a difference in the Gospel story.

 

I am confident that God would have worked around Mary’s
disobedience.

 

He has worked around many disobedient Christians over the
centuries.

 

But I pray He does not have to work around me.

 

And I pray He does not have to work around you.

 

You know what I think we need to do this Christmas season?

 

I think we need to come to an old-fashioned altar and say to the
Lord, “Behold, your servant, be it unto me according to thy
Word.”

 










Chapter 21
The Christmas Road





[6]

Luke 2:1-7

 

Christmas time is upon us.  And with it are a variety of
emotions and feelings about it.

 

To the merchant, it is the busiest and
most profitable season of the year.

 

To the mother and housewife, it is the
most frantic time of the year.

 

To the Child, it is the most exciting
time of the year

 

And,

To the bread-winner, it is the most
expensive time of the year.  (The average American family will
spend $800.00 on Christmas this year!)

 

But for the Christian - it is one of
the most celebrated times of the year.

 

Some people come to the Christmas time with
misgivings:  They question how much
a Christian should buy into the worldliness of modern Christmas
celebrations.

 

Some come to Christmas in dread. 
All the activity, the crowded stores, the expectations of family
members during the holidays, all piles up and makes them dread this
season.

 

Some come to Christmas wearily, some
grudgingly. Some
love it, others
hate it.

 

But the truth of the matter is, however we approach Christmas,
ALL OF US HAVE TO GO THROUGH IT!

 

There are people that have tried to alter Christmas to make it
more palatable to them.

 

-They have exchanged Christ for Santa

-They have exchanged the manger for a Christmas Sleigh

-They have changed the words "Merry Christmas" into "Seasons
Greetings."

 

All of it just to make Christmas more tolerable for their own
opinions.

 

But no matter how you try to change it, or how hard you attempt
to ignore it.

 

CHRISTMAS IS A FACT!

 

The thing to do is to find the right way to come to Christmas,
so I have for you three examples of proper ways to come to
Christmas.

 

I. JOSEPH AND MARY CAME TO CHRISTMAS
OBEYING.

Luke 2:4

 

You read the stories of both Mary and Joseph, and the parts they
played in the birth of the Saviour, and you will find them
OBEYING!

 

1. Mary Obeyed the Lord BEFORE conceiving the
child.

Luke 1:27-28

I don't believe she would have been "highly favoured" of the
Lord if she had not been a virgin.

 

Nor would she have been highly favoured of the Lord had she been
rebellious.

 

2. Mary Obeyed the Lord WHEN she conceived.

Luke 1:38

 

As soon as the Angel had told her what was going to happen, she
immediately submitted to obey.

 

I remind you, IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN EASY! 

 

The key is, SHE DID OBEY!

 

3. Joseph Also obeyed the Lord.

Matt 1:19-25

After hearing that she had become pregnant with a child that was
not his, Joseph had the option of calling off his wedding with
Mary.

 

As he pondered what he ought to do, the Lord informed him that
her baby was the Son of God and instructed him to follow through
with his wedding.

 

Joseph was obedient in marrying Mary.

He was also obedient in naming the child what God had told him
to.

 

4. You and I Ought to Come to Christmas Obeying God
too!

 

Obey God's instruction for salvation

Obey God's directions for living

Obey God's communications in serving

 

Come to Christmas OBEYING God!

 

II. THE SHEPHERDS CAME TO CHRISTMAS
BELIEVING

Luke 2:8-18

Can you imagine the shock those shepherds must have had that
night?

—The pitch black skies lit up with the glory of the angels.

—Then, the silence of the night was shattered with the voices of
a multitude of angels saying "Glory to God in the highest.."

 

No wonder the passage says they were sore afraid!

 

And the message they were told!

1. A Saviour is Born

This was something the Jews had been hearing about for 4000
years!

 

If they are anything like people are today, and I suspect they
were, MOST OF THE JEWS HAD GIVEN UP ON CHRIST'S COMING ALMOST
ALTOGETHER!

 

And now, here are the angels (a sight that would have been
unbelievable itself) Telling them that the SAVIOUR was born!

 

The second part of the message was

2. Ye Shall Find the Babe Wrapped in Swaddling Clothes
and Lying in a Manger.

And, in man's eyes, this would have been an unbelievable
message.

 

HUMAN THINKING WOULD HAVE THOUGHT THAT THE SAVIOUR WOULD HAVE
BEEN BORN INTO A WEALTHY HOME,

 

And that the baby would be surrounded with all the finest things
people could provide.

 

But what I want  you to see is that, for as unbelievable as
the message was, and the circumstances around getting it,

 

THE SHEPHERDS BELIEVED AND IMMEDIATELY Went to see Jesus!

 

God's message in the Word of God IS ONE THAT HAS TO BE ACCEPTED
BY FAITH!

 

Too many people stumble over Christ, because they want physical
proof to back up the message of God's Word, AND PHYSICAL PROOF IS
NOT COMING!

 

1. Some Doubt
God's Word Because of How it is Delivered.

They think preaching is foolishness

 

2. Some doubt
God's Word Because it has been Around So Long

And they have either just grown used to brushing it off, or else
they think that it needs to be modified to conform to today's
standards.

 

3. Others Doubt
God's Word Because It is Not What They Expected it To
Be.

They think God's message ought to be wrapped up in all the glitz
and glamour this world can come up with!

 

You know how we should approach Christmas this season?

 

We should come to Christmas obeying God, like Joseph and
Mary

and, We should come to Christmas believing God, like the
Shepherds

 

Thirdly

III. THE WISE MEN CAME TO CHRISTMAS FOLLOWING A
STAR.

Matt 2:1-2

 

This star thing is intriguing.

 

First, there is the question of how they attributed
the star with Jesus Christ.

 

Maybe they got this from a prophecy in Numbers 24:17 which
speaks about the coming of the "star of Jacob… " which is a
prophecy about Christ.

 

We don't know for sure.

 

Secondly, What Was this Star,
exactly?

—Some believe it was a "supernova", and exploding star. There
was such a supernova recorded by the Chinese about the same time as
the birth of Christ.

 This doesn't seem likely because the star appeared, stayed
with them long enough for them to get to Jerusalem,
disappeared,  and then reappeared.  This certainly isn't
something an exploding star could do.

 

— Some believe it was a unique alignment of the planets and
stars which made one of the less visible starts more visible to the
human eye.

 

While there are sometimes different phenomena which occur among
the stars that makes less visible stars more visible for a short
while… .

 

This wouldn't explain how it could move along to guide the wise
men to Christ, or how it "stood over where the young child
was."

 

Those of us who take the Bible literally, believe that there is
only one way to explain this star.  IT WAS A MANIFESTATION
FROM GOD!

 

I, in fact, believe it was one of the angels.

 

Revelation 1:20 says

… The seven stars are the angels of the seven
churches …

 

Of course, they probably did not know it was an angel. 
Just knew that it was a supernatural appearance which was leading
them to the Saviour.

 

Which brings me to the point of this point.

 

I think the wise men came to Christmas following an "angel, or
messenger."

 

Rev 1:20 says that the seven stars were the angels of the seven
churches.

 

The word angel here does not apply to an heavenly being, but
rather to the messenger of the church - the pastor.

 

WE OUGHT TO COME TO CHRISTMAS, FOLLOWING THE LEADERSHIP GOD
PLACES OVER US IN THE CHURCH!

 

Paul said

"Follow me, as I also follow Christ."

 

Follow the message of salvation

Follow the message of surrender

Follow the message of serving the Lord

Follow the message of soul winning

 

Christmas Season can remind us easily of these three things we
all need in our lives;

 

To Obey God, like Mary and Joseph

To Believe God, like the shepherds and

To Follow God, like the wise men.

 










Chapter 22
The Shepherds





Luke 2:4-20

 

I want to focus our attention this morning upon the shepherds in
the passage.

 

It is significant that the first people told of the birth of
Christ were shepherds.

 


	Not priests

	Not princes

	But shepherds.



 

It is an observable fact that Christianity with a few exceptions
has always been the faith of the common people.

 

Paul said in 1 Cor 1:26

Not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty,
not many noble are called.”

 

Even the Greek dialect that Jesus spoke and that the Bible was
first recorded in was not the dialect of the intellectuals but of
the common people.

 

And the particular employment of shepherds seems to be singled
out in God’s Word.

 


	The sacrifice of Abel in Genesis 4:2-4 was a sheep.



Righteous Abel was a shepherd.

 


	Isaac’s son, Jacob, turned out to be a very successful
shepherd.



 


	God’s chosen nation, Israel, were all shepherds when they
entered Egypt under Joseph (Gen 46:34)



 


	That hero of the Bible, Moses, spent 40 years as a shepherd in
the wilderness.



 


	King David grew up serving as a shepherd.



 


	Of course Jesus is called the

	Good shepherd

	Great shepherd and

	Chief shepherd in the Bible







 


	And pastors are called shepherds as well.



 

Most of the time the Bible calls us sheep, not shepherds.

 

But this morning I want to apply this passage about the
shepherds to you and I and I believe it applies very well.

 

Notice five things with me:

I. THE SHEPHERDS WERE ABIDING IN THE FIELD

Vs 8

The word, “abide” means “to
dwell.”

 

It implies that these shepherds were living in the same place
their sheep were.

 

That speaks to me

A. Of humility

They could have put the sheep in a fenced area and gone off to
sleep in a nice house somewhere.

 

But they chose to stay with the sheep.

 

That reminds me of Jesus who didn’t have to come to this earth
at all, but He humbled Himself and took upon Himself the form of a
servant and likeness of a man (Phil 2:7)

 

Here is a lesson we all need to learn.

 

James 4:6

1. God resisteth the proud but giveth grace to the
humble

 

The very last person Jesus would bless like He blessed the
shepherds is the person who is too proud to be around the lowly and
those who need them.

 

2. Who did Jesus say would be greatest in
heaven?


	He said it would be the one who was the servant on this
earth.



 


	He also said that the first would be last and the last
first.



 


	He backed all of this up with an illustration found in



Luke 14:8-11

 

I will tell it in my own words:

He said,

When you are invited to a dinner party don’t go in and take one
of the best seats because it might be reserved for a special guest
and you would be embarrassed if they had to ask you to move.

Instead, go and find a seat in the back.  That way if the
person who invited you comes and moves you to a seat reserved just
for you, you will be honored.

 

Jesus said,

Whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased and he
that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

 

Abiding in the field also speaks to me of

B. Personal contact

 

By staying out with the sheep the shepherds were always
available if the sheep needed them.

 

I am getting busier and busier as a pastor.

 

But it has always been my goal to be available.

 

I want you all to feel free to call me on the phone and to stop
by the office if you need me.

 

I hope you won’t get offended if I have already got somebody
ahead of you but I want to be there for you!

 

And I trust that you will learn to be that way too.

 


	Are you available to your spouse?

	To your kids?

	Are you available to those around you that might need a
listening ear and a word of encouragement?



 

Then, abiding in the field speaks to me of

C. Compassion

They cared enough for the sheep to stay by them.

 

I don’t know for the life of me why!

 


	Sheep are not smart animals

	Sheep are smelly animals

	And they are not real personable.



 

But these shepherds cared enough for the sheep to stay with
them.

 

Reminds me of Moses, who led the most backslidden, rebellious
congregation that has ever lived.

 

They fought Moses and God on just about everything.

 

At one point God told Moses, “I am going to kill the whole lot
of them and start over with your kids.”

 

Moses pled with God, “Don’t do it!”

 

“Kill me instead if you must, but save these people and this
nation!”

 

He stayed with his flock!

 

Hebrews 4:15 tells us that our High Priest (Jesus) can be
touched with the feeling of our infirmities.

 

He is compassionate

 

And so should we be.

 

Secondly

II. THESE SHEPHERDS WERE KEEPING WATCH OVER THEIR FLOCKS
BY NIGHT

Vs 8

 

First of all that tells me that

A. They were conscientious workers

At night, when it would be easier to be asleep is also when it
would be easiest to loose a sheep.

 

These shepherds were awake watching over their flocks.

 

God has little good to say about the slothful and the one who
sleeps when there is work to be done.

 

I doubt seriously whether God would call a man to some service
for Him if he is a sluggard on the job.

 

But the real lesson of the is that

B. They were blessed of God in the quiet of the
night.

When the Bible tells us things like

 

Watch and pray

 

That word watch means to stay awake at night.

 

We live in such a fast paced, hustle and bustle world any more
that hearing anything from God is nearly impossible.

 

But in the stillness of the night


	When the family is in bed

	When the city lights are turned off and

	When the rumbled of the traffic is silenced



 

The person who is alert can still get to hear from God.

 

Thirdly

III. THESE SHEPHERDS RECEIVED A MESSAGE FROM
HEAVEN

Vs 9-10

 

A. As a pastor

 

I have only one real goal:

To receive a message from heaven to report to you.

 

And I do believe my messages come from heaven.

 

My messages are prepared only after God shows me


	A text in the Bible and

	An outline to us and

	Then convinces me that now is the time to give that
message.



 

And I wouldn’t give a plug nickel for a pastor whose message
came out of a denominational headquarters or some lectionary.

 

That is not to say that a preacher couldn’t be burdened of the
Lord to preach a message he has read.

 

But that it is flat out irresponsible to step behind the pulpit
week after week with messages gotten out of magazines!

 

The pastor ought to get his message from heaven.

 

B. To the Christian

None of us should be satisfied receiving the leftovers of
someone else’s meal.

 

You all need to come and hear God’s Word preached.

 

I really do try to talk with the Lord during the weeks and then
tell you what He said each Sunday.

 

But if the only message from heaven you are receiving is the one
you get in church you are missing most of your blessings!

 

Revelation calls the pastors, “angels.”

 

And I know you probably think that I am “a real angel.”

 

But if I were you I would not be satisfied unless I got into my
own copy of the Bible and heard from the angel of the Lord
myself.

 

Fourth

IV. THESE SHEPHERDS PERSONALLY EXPERIENCED THE SUBJECT
OF THE MESSAGE

Vs 15-16

They came to Christ.

 

There are at least two important lessons here:

A. They obeyed the message they received before the
preached the message they received.

 

Whether we are in the ministry or not, Christianity is more than
words.

 

It is a relationship with Jesus that leads to a lifestyle
pleasing to Jesus.

 

Everyone says that the preacher should practice what he
preaches.

 

And I agree.

 

Before a pastor preaches a message He needs to make sure he got
the message from heaven and them make it a part of his own
life.

 

I also believe that is true of every Christian.

 

There is no difference between the pastor and believer as far as
the relationship with Christ is concerned.

 

Every Christian ought to be a doer of God’s word.

 

Are you?

 

B. This is a wonderful picture of coming to Jesus for
salvation

These shepherds were told that the Saviour had come.

 

The One who will take away the sin of the world had arrived!

 

They were then told how to find Him.

 

And the Bible says that as soon as they were told the message
they made haste to go and find Him.

 

They even left their flocks to do it!

 

There were no excuses

Nothing so important to them as coming to the Saviour!

 

Now, this morning, I am giving you a message from heaven about
Jesus.

 

We can tell you how to find the Saviour.


	I wonder if you will make haste today?

	I wonder if you will put aside all of your excuses?

	I wonder if you will allow us to take you to Jesus for
salvation?



 

These shepherds didn’t have to think it over.

They didn’t have to get their lives straightened out first

They didn’t worry what anybody else would think of them

 

All they knew was that they had been told how to find the
Saviour and they made haste to find Him!

 

In just a few moments I am going to invite you all to come to
the front of this auditorium and kneel before Jesus.

 

If you haven’t yet gotten saved will you make haste today to do
that?

 

Lastly

V. THESE SHEPHERDS SPREAD THE MESSAGE

Vs 17-18

 

This is so very important!

 

All of the shepherds received the message about where to find
Jesus

 

And after they had personally come to the Saviour they all made
it known how others could find Him too!

 

Here is the point in which we are really needing to get
busy.

 

If we know we have God’s plan of salvation and if we are saved
ourselves, it only makes sense that we would spread that message
abroad!

 

And yet, how many of us a really making a conscious effort to
spread the plan of salvation?

 

How many of you have told somebody how to be saved in the past
week, 6 months, one year?

 

I have some help for you!

We have set aside various times during the week where we go out
together to witness.

 

We are also planning a soul winning seminar for our watch night
service December 31.

 

Come out and witness for the Lord!

 

You will be scared at first

But if you know God saved you

 


	Then no matter how you feel

	No matter how old you are

	No matter what else you do



 

You ought to spread the message of salvation!

 

We will teach you how

We will put you with someone else to go with you.

 

But you have to make the decision to make the effort to tell
others how to be saved!

 


	The shepherds were abiding in the field

	The shepherds were watching over their flocks at night

	The shepherds received a message from heaven

	The shepherds personally came to Christ and

	The shepherds spread the message abroad.



 










Chapter 23
Some Assembly Required




[7]

 

Luke 2:8-20

 

Seems like every year there is at least one thing under the tree
that has to be assembled before you can use it.

 

Fortunately, those things usually come with instructions.

Unfortunately, the instructions are not always followed!

 

Christmas itself comes to us, in some ways, unassembled.

 

There are steps, which must be taken if we are going to have a
very merry Christmas.

 

Fortunately, for us, Christmas does come with instructions!

 

I. STEP ONE: SEEK AND FIND

Vs 15-16

 

A. The shepherds looked in the right place.

 

They had been told the “in the city of David” a Saviour was
born.

 

So they knew where to search and they went to the right
place.

 

People today look everywhere in hopes of making Christmas
merry.

 

v      They will search the Malls when
they should search the manger.

v      They will look under the tree
when they should be looking upon the TREE.

v      They will search in the hustle
and bustle but they should be searching in the HEART!

 

Christmas isn’t Christmas
‘til it happens in your heart.

Somewhere deep inside you
is where Christmas really starts

So give your heart to
Jesus you’ll discover when you do

That it’s Christmas,
really Christmas for you

 

B. The shepherds searched at the right
pace.

Vs 16 “they came with haste.”

 

Would to God people today would seek Christ the same way.

 

Would to God they would feel the same sense of urgency that
these shepherds felt.

 

The majority of men and women today could care less if they ever
find Jesus.

And should they be one of the few in society who do have a
desire to come to Him, it will only be after the kids are gone or
it becomes the acceptable thing to do.

 

Paul said in 2 Cor 6:2

…Behold now is the accepted time, behold now is the day of
salvation.

 

C. The shepherds found the right face.

It was not Mary and Joseph, but the babe. 

 

THEY FOUND JESUS CHRIST

 

They found the One that Isaiah called “wonderful counselor, the
mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.”

 

They found the One of whom Peter spoke when he said in Acts
4:12

Neither is there salvation in any other, for there is none other
name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved.

 

The key to a merry Christmas is in seeking and finding Jesus –
for He shall save His people from their sins.

 

II. STEP TWO: GO AND TELL

Vs 17

 

One of the most published but least practiced clichés of
Christmas is Acts 20:35

“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

 

We normally use this verse  in terms of giving gifts, but
the same holds true of giving the Gospel.

 

What could be more joyous and more rewarding than sharing the
Gospel this Christmas with someone you love?

 

To borrow a phrase from the secular world:

Why not gift the gift that keeps on giving?”

 

These shepherds couldn’t help but go and tell what they had
experienced.

 

Do you want to have a Merry Christmas?

Go and tell someone about the Saviour!

 

III. STEP THREE: HEAR AND WONDER

vs 18

 

The very fact that we have become so familiar with the Christmas
story often causes us to lose its wonder.

 

From the prophecies of the Old Testament to their fulfillment in
the New, all of what surrounds the story of the birth of Christ is
old hat to those of us who have been saved very long.

 

Even much the lost world could recite a good portion of the
Christmas story if pressed to do so.

 

But can you imagine what it must have been like for Mary and
Joseph that night when Christ was born and they realized GOD HAD
BECOME FLESH?

 

If we could just recapture the wonder of Christ’s birth it would
change our lives forever!

 

IV. STEP FOUR: KEEP AND PONDER

vs 19

 

For Mary, the first Christmas was something to remember.

 

Mary was the typical mother.

As time went on she could recall everything about the birth of
her child.

 

v      How long He was

v      How much He weighed

v      What color His hair was

v      The color of His eyes

v      The cute facial expressions

 

If Mary were still around it would be interesting to hear her
answers to a few questions.  For example:


	What was it like teaching Jesus?

	How did He respond when He saw kids giggling in the synagogue
rather than listening to the message?

	When Jesus saw a rainbow, did he ever mention the Flood?



 

Far too often we are guilty of taking things for granted.

Far too often we let Christmas come and go without any real
thought of what Christmas is all about.

 

This Christmas let us not be guilty of just celebrating another
holiday.

 

Let’s ask God to help us ponder in our hearts the blessings that
are ours because Jesus came!

 

V. STEP FIVE: RETURN AND PRAISE

Vs 20

 

The shepherds went back to their flocks but they did so
glorifying God.

 

They went back to the same job – but they were not the same
men.

 

Will you leave Christmas this year and return to your places of
work with the same attitudes the same habits, the same person you
were before Christmas?

 

Or will you go back a new and changed person because you have
met with Jesus Christ!

 










Chapter 24
Glory To God


 

Luke 2:8-14

 

I read the story about a town on the Congo River in Africa.

 

The people who lived there were unhappy.

They were ignorant.

They could neither read nor write.

 

They lived in mud huts.

 

And they were swallowed up with pagan beliefs.

 

Then, some missionaries came to their village and told these
people about the Saviour, Jesus Christ.

 

They told them how Jesus left heaven and became a child.

They told them how He grew up sinlessly.

How He performed miracles to prove He was God,

An how He preached that He came to seek and save the lost.

 

They told those villagers how Jesus died when He was 33 years
old, on a cross, for the sins of the whole world

How he was buried,

How three days and nights later He rose back to life,

 

And how He is in heaven today, waiting to forgive the sins of
any persons who will call upon Him in prayer and ask Him to.

 

At first, the villagers didn't know what to think, but
eventually, God blessed the efforts of the missionaries so much
that nearly every one of the natives received Jesus Christ as their
Saviour!

 

And then, changes began to take place, as the folks learned to
obey Christ:

First in the lives of the Christian natives

Then in their homes, and finally,

throughout the village.

 

They say, that there came a day, when all the village people got
together and decided to change the name of their village to
"Joy Town."

 

I want to point out to you real quickly two things found in the
announcement of the angels about Christ's birth.

 

That is, the first, and the last thoughts

 

The First statement of the angels was;
 

"Fear not: for behold, behold I bring you good
tidings of great joy."

 

The Last statement was;  

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace,
good will toward men."

 

When Christ enters into a person's life, He brings joy. 
And as time goes on, those who have the JOY bring to God Glory!

 

Now the Angels sang;

Glory to God in the Highest;

 

And there are any number of reason why we ought to sing the
same!

 

We ought to sing and bring Glory to God

I. FOR SENDING HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON INTO THE
EARTH

What a remarkable thing that God would send His Son to live
among men!

 

Remarkable because

1. Man is so much lower than God!

It is a marvel that God's love and compassion would allow His
Son to dwell among those of so much lower stature than He!

 

We don't do that with our kids do we?

 

The son of royalty doesn't well among the common folks.

 

The children of the wealthy seldom fraternize with the poor.

 

The Child of the executive isn't often allowed to play with the
children of the working class.

 

But God cared nothing for the kind of barriers we place between
people, AND HE SENT HIS SON TO LIVE AMONG MEN!

 

And then, the lowest among men!

 

It is remarkable;

2. Because God the Father knew he would be despised and
rejected.

God even wrote it in the Bible hundreds of years before Christ
was born. (Isa. 53:3)

 

I love my children, and want to protect them as much as I am
able, from the pains involved with being rejected.

 

I want them to associate with the right people.

 

I want to supervise their play times.

 

And I want to guide them in their selection of friends.

 

Partially to protect them from the pain of rejection to
early.

 

But God's desire to be able to fellowship with man was so
strong, that He knowingly allowed His Son to be rejected and
despised, almost from birth!

 

And it is remarkable

3. Because God even turned His back on His Son when
those same men who had despised Him, crucified Him without
cause!

 

The Bible tells us that God had a purpose for Christ's death on
the cross,

 

And we ought to give Glory to God FOR SENDING HIS SON SO THAT
PURPOSE COULD BE FULFILLED!

 

We ought to give glory to God secondly;

II. FOR MAKING SALVATION AVAILABLE TO ALL.

Romans 10:13

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved.

 

Glory to God

1. That salvation is available.

The fact that God would save us at all is wonderful!

 

Considering the consequences of not being saved (that of going
to hell and the Lake of Fire to suffer for our sins forever and
ever),

 

SALVATION WOULD BE A WONDERFUL THING AT ANY PRICE!

 

God!

Do you want me to become religious and change my beliefs
in order to be saved?

I'll gladly do it!

 

God!

Must I change my lifestyle?  Clean up my act?
Behave differently than I have before to be saved?

Anything you ask Oh Lord!

 

God!

Do you ask for my paycheck and savings to purchase my
salvation?

Name the price Oh Lord, I'll find a way to pay
it!

 

Salvation would be worth any price at all!

 

However,

Glory to God

2. Salvation is a free gift!

I do not have to pay a price

Do not have to become religious

Do not have to change my lifestyle to be saved!

 

We are saved by grace through faith, and that not of yourselves,
IT IS A GIFT OF GOD! Not of works lest any man should boast!

 

I did not change my lifestyle

I did not change my beliefs, and

I did not give my tithes to God to be saved.

 

I DID THOSE THINGS

 

But I did them BECAUSE He SAVED me!

 

And

Glory to God

3. He will save any who desire Him too!

Salvation is yours for the asking!

 

You can't buy it.

 

You can't work to get it.

 

But if you will just ask Christ for it…

HE WILL FORGIVE YOU OF ALL YOUR SINS PAST PRESENT AND
FUTURE.

 

And He will save you from eternal hell!

 

There are plenty of reasons to sing and bring glory to God!

 

But let me go on to another thought:

III. HOW DO WE BRING GLORY TO GOD?

This is the big question!

 

That God deserves to be glorified has few disputers.

 

But the world around debates what brings true glory to God.

 

***One view holds that

God is Glorified by helping the needy.

 

And certainly our world has many needy people.

How can a person claim any compassion and not reach out to those
who are in need?

 

 

***Another view says

God is Glorified when we make love, not war.

 

And I would be the last to deny that a world of peace would be
wonderful!

 

***Still another says;

God is glorified when we lay aside our doctrines and just get
along with people of all faiths.

 

I am of the conviction that every human being has a right to
worship God according to the dictates of their own conscience.

 

I would never want be party to a system that forced others to
hold my doctrinal views!

 

But are those really the
things that Bring glory to God?

 

I do not believe the Bible supports them!

 

1. We Glorify God By Accepting His
Salvation.

How can we claim to glorify God if we reject the salvation that
he offers to us in the Bible, or if we develop our own kind of
salvation, not like that of the Bible?

 

I, as much as is in me, what to get along with all men!

 

I have no desire to ever be divisive or antagonistic.

 

It is against my nature to fight and brawl.

 

BUT, HOW CAN I EVER ABANDON WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS TO BE THE ONE
TRUE SALVATION IN ORDER TO GET ALONG AND STILL SAY I AM GLORIFYING
GOD?

 

If I want to bring Glory to God,

I MUST BEGIN BY ACCEPTING GOD'S PLAN OF SALVATION JUST AS HE
GIVES IT IN THE BIBLE!

 

That means, first of all

THAT I PERSONALLY GET SAVED THE BIBLE WAY.

 

And secondly

THAT I BELIEVE THAT ANYONE WHO IS NOT SAVED THE BIBLE WAY IS NOT
SAVE AT ALL!

 

Are you saved?

 

I did not ask if you have been baptized

I did not ask if you have been confirmed

 

I did not ask if you think you are saved or hope you are
saved

 

My question is this;

Are you sure you have been saved the ay the Bible says you get
saved?

 

We cannot bring Glory to God in the least until we have accepted
His salvation.

 

We Bring Glory to God by

2. Living in Obedience to Him.

I do not obey the God's Commands in order that I might be
saved.

 

But I do obey God's Word in order to Bring Glory to God for
saving me!

 

While it is not necessary to go to church, be baptize, give your
tithes, stop your sinning, or anything else like it to be
saved.

 

Still we are commanded of God that after we are saved, we do
those things!

 

Matt 28:19-20 gives us Christ's command to the church

"Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you… "

 

The Bible order is

Get Saved

Get Baptized (which makes you a church member)

AND THEN LEARN TO OBEY ALL THINGS THAT CHRIST COMMANDS!

 

Ephesians 2:8-10 says

For by grace are ye saved, through faith, and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God. Not of works lest any man
should boast.

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus,
unto good works which God hath before ordained that we should walk
in them

 

We are not saved by good works.  BUT GOD HAS ORDAINED,
CHOSEN, PLANNED THAT WE DO GOOD WORKS!

 

In Ephesians 4:1 The Bible says

I … beseech you that ye walk worthy of the
vocation wherewith ye are called.

 

In other words, since you are saved, live in a way that is
worthy of your salvation!

 

I bring glory to God by obeying His commands!

 

By choosing to do right and refusing to do wrong!

 

***I bring glory to God when my lifestyle, my actions,
my speech are becoming to the Lord!

 

***I bring glory to God when I STOMP out the sins in my
own life by the power of God.

 

***And when I FORCE MYSELF to do that which is right
according to the Word of God!

 

***I bring Glory to God when I discipline myself
NOT  to take the easy road, but instead, to take the higher
road!

 

When I, by the power and grace of God chose to do NOT that which
is convenient, but that which is right!

 

And thirdly

We bring glory to God

3. By Telling others About Christ.

John 15:8 says;

"Herein is my Father glorified, THAT YE BEAR MUCH
FRUIT… "

 

The fruit that this verse speaks of is souls saved.

 

Our fruit is always another person who receives Christ as
Saviour.

 

The Holy Spirit is the one who bears the fruit of love, joy,
peace and so forth!

 

So we bring glory to God when we tell, not just a few.  Not
just our family, but when we tell enough people about the Lord that
many of them get saved!

 

The angels Sang

Glory to God in the Highest!

 

And no wonder!

 

God is worthy of all the Glory possible!

 

Have you then, brought glory to God

 

First, by accepting His offer of salvation?

Secondly, by learning to obey all He commands? and

Thirdly, by making every possible effort to bring many souls to
know Christ as Saviour?

 










Chapter 25
Christmas, The Next Day





Luke 2:20

 

One of the things I like so much about the Christmas season is
how so many people's attentions are focused upon Christ.

 

People come from far and wide to celebrate Christmas. There is
lots of traveling going on.

 

And people who never attend church the rest of the year make it
to services during the Christmas season!

 

Maybe that first Christmas WAS something like what
we see!

-         
They had the angels singing, so the air was filled
with Christmas music.

-         
They had the shepherds visiting, kind of like
local friends dropping by. And

-         
They had the Wise men coming in from out
of town, they did not make it in time for Christmas, but
they got there for the same reason. Kind of like when we go to
visit family in other cities, and we don't get there for Christmas,
but we do show up around that time of year.

 

But let me point out to you an interesting
little note:

 

Luke 2:20 records for us that after the shepherds had visited
the baby, THE SHEPHERDS RETURNED.

 

In fact, if you think about it, for most everybody,
life got back to normal after that first Christmas
day!

 

-         
-The shepherds returned to their flocks;

-         
-The angels silenced their singing

-         
-The Wise Men made the long trip BACK HOME

 

And it seems like everybody forgot about that Holy Night.

 

So much so, that we do not even know for sure what day Christ
was really born.

 

The shepherds returned as did everybody else,

 

ALL EXCEPT MARY AND JOSEPH.

For them, life completely changed after Christmas.

Everyone else went about business as usual.

 

But Mary and Joseph lived with Christ day in and day out from
that day on.

 

After Christmas, Jesus changed where Mary and Joseph spent their
time

After Christmas, Jesus changed what Mary and Joseph did for
entertainment.

After Christmas, Jesus changed

-         
How Mary and Joseph slept,

-         
How Mary and Joseph ate

-         
How Mary and Joseph traveled

 

Now, here is the premise for this message… .

 

When Christmas is over this year, will you simply
return to life as normal, perhaps praising God for
the chance to celebrate Christmas, but really, none different than
you were before?

 

Or will you, like Mary and Joseph have your lives radically
changed by Christmas?

 

All of us who have had children know, THE BIRTH OF A BABY
CHANGES OUR LIVES FOREVER.

 

A person can never be the same after they have had a child born
into their family.

 

And while, when a baby is born, many people

-         
Come to see the little child,

-         
Visit the hospital,

-         
Bring some flowers, or perhaps a small gift,
and

-         
Hug and coddle the little thing a second or
two.

 

ONLY THE PARENTS COME AWAY BEING TOTALLY CHANGED FOR THE
BIRTH.

 

And I was wondering, when we consider our visit with Christ this
Christmas, will we come away more like those who stop by a few
minutes to see the baby, and then go on with life as normal?

 

Or will we be more like those parents, whose lives are never
again the same because of the birth?

 

Let me make these three observations;

I. MARY AND JOSEPH NEVER DID RETURN FROM SEEING
JESUS.

 

A. That Christmas night when they first met saw Jesus
was for them only the beginning!

 

From then on, for the rest of their lives, they were with Jesus
Christ!

 

Jesus changed their lives forever.

-         
He changed how they would spend their money

-         
He changed what they would do with their time.

 

There would not have been a facet of their lives not touched by
the entrance of Christ to this earth.

 

B. They did have to leave Bethlehem, but they took
Christ with them!

 

We know, for instance, that they moved from Bethlehem to
Egypt.

 

And they then moved from Egypt to Nazareth.

 

But they never moved without taking Jesus with them.

 

C. There was one time, when they slipped up and left
Christ behind in Jerusalem.

 

But as soon as they realized He was missing they immediately
went to find Him.

 

This Christmas, millions, of people will come to worship and see
Jesus.

 

But the greatest majority will simply leave saying "That's
nice!"

 

And go on with life as usual.

 

It will be only the few who, having seen Jesus Christ, determine
never to leave His side again.

 

For a few, Christ’s arrival will dramatically change every part
of their lives.

 

-         
How they use their money

-         
Where they spend their free time

-         
The language they use

-         
The entertainment they partake it.

 

All will be changed because of Jesus.

 

When we have to move or whatever, we make sure to get back into
a local church, where we can keep Christ with us.

 

And when we do occasionally get sidetracked and misplace the
Lord in our lives, make a beeline back to Him as soon as we figure
it out.

 

For Joseph and Mary, Christmas was more than a once a year
celebration, it was a day by day reality.

 

Secondly,

II. MARY AND JOSEPH NURTURED THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH
JESUS CHRIST

 

Anyone who has raised children knows the truthfulness of
this.

 

A. Raising Children is a growing
experience.

 

You grow up almost as much as the child does.

 

For one thing,

YOU HARDLY KNOW THE CHILD THAT FIRST DAY YOU BRING HIM INTO THE
HOUSE

 

You have to get to know that kid growing up in your home…

 

AND THE TRUTH IS, YOU NEVER KNOW THEM FULLY.

 

As they grow up, they change, and so do you, so your
relationship requires almost constant care to make sure you really
know them.

 

And secondly

You have to learn how to be a parent.

 

So hopefully you are always improving in that area too.

 

While the shepherds returned to their flocks…

Mary and Joseph stayed there, responsible for the rest of their
lives to nurture and develop their relationship with Jesus
Christ.

 

The same is true with our relationship with Christ.

B. We get to know Him only a little the day we are first
introduced to Him as our Saviour!

 

We are glad for the relationship, to know we are going to
heaven

 

BUT WE HARDLY KNOW CHRIST REALLY

 

AND WE KNOW ALMOST NOTHING ABOUT HOW TO LIVE PLEASING TO HIM

 

And even after we have gotten it figured out a little bit, we
never in this life obtain a place where we know all we need to know
about our relationship with Jesus Christ.

 

There are many, many Christians, whom I can find no fault in
except for this one thing;

 

THEY AREN'T GROWING IN CHRIST ANYMORE!

 

-         
They know a certain amount about Christ,

-         
They are happy with what they know,  but

-         
They aren’t interested in knowing any more.

 

Mary and Joseph spent not only Christmas, but the rest of their
lives growing in their relationship with Jesus

 

Thirdly

III. MARY KEPT ALL THAT JESUS SAID AND WAS SAID ABOUT
JESUS IN HER HEART.

Luke 2:19

But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in
her heart. (KJV)

 

Luke 2:51

And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth,
and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in
her heart. (KJV)

 

—In the one verse Mary kept all that was said about Jesus in her
heart and pondered them,

—In the other she kept all that Jesus said in her heart.

 

Can you see the significance here?

 

The others just visited the baby, rejoiced and celebrated a
while, and went back home.

 

Mary and Joseph took all that was said and done both about Jesus
and by Jesus

 

Kept them, and pondered them in their hearts.

 

They were changed forever by the words spoken by Jesus

 

AND THE WORDS SPOKEN ABOUT JESUS!

 

Here we are the day after Christmas, and I wonder what kind of
crowd we all are?

 

Are we like the shepherds, and the Wise men, who came to see
Jesus, but then returned to their own lives?

 

Or are we like Mary and Joseph, for whom, Christmas was only the
beginning of a radical new way of life, and thought.

 

-         
Who never left Jesus

-         
Who nurtured their relationship with Christ
and

-         
Who kept all that was said by and about Jesus and pondered
in their hearts?

 

 










Chapter 26
I'll Be Home For Christmas





Luke 15:11-20

 

I had the pleasure of reading the material for tonight’s program
in advance and of listening in on the practices both of the songs
and the skit.

 

And I do not think I am the only one who recognizes that the
skit plays off of the story of the prodigal son so I was naturally
drawn to that text for tonight’s message.

 

My family has developed over the years a Christmas
tradition.

It began in Astoria.

 

When we lived there, we got very poor TV reception.

 

I have never been one who was willing to pay for cable.

TV just is not important enough to me to pay $30.00 or so a
month for.

 

So we could get a Portland station or two, but the picture
quality was horrible very poor.

 

So we made it a habit each Christmas season to purchase a
different Christmas video.

 


	One year it was “White Christmas” My wife’s
favorite

	Another year it was “Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer” my
personal favorite.



 

Each year we have added to that collection.

 

And one of those years we got the Christmas video, “I’ll be home
for Christmas.”

 

The story is about a wayward young man, whose father promises
him a beautiful car if he is home in time for the Christmas
dinner.

 

He begins his trek home with less than good motives, but by the
time the story is over, he is home in time, but his heart is
right.

 

It’s a version of the prodigal son.

 

And I would like to suggest to you that


	Just as the young man in our skit came
home

	Just as the fella in the video came home
and

	Just as the prodigal son came home



 

This Christmas would be a good time for you to come home to.

 

But not just to family, but to the Heavenly Father.

 

I just have two points for tonight’s message:

 

I. HE CAME TO HIMSELF

Vs 17

 

If then is when he “came to himself,” that means before then he
was “beside himself.”

 

A. Before he came to himself


	He was lunatic

	He was man

	He was insane



 


	When he took his inheritance and left his father - he
was crazy

	While he wasted his substance in riotous living - he
was crazy

	When he worked and ate with the pigs - he was
crazy



 

And he is a Bible picture of how God views all of us who are not
Christians!

 

When we


	Live how we want to live

	Spend money how we want to spend it

	Have the friends we want to have



 

Whenever we do what we choose to do with little or no regard for
God, God views us as “crazy.”

 


	We are beside ourselves

	We are not in a right mind



 

Perspective is a funny thing isn’t it?

We might think it is


	Crazy to have to follow rule

	Crazy to give money to the church

	Crazy to spend our weekends or evenings witnessing for
the Lord



 

But God thinks it is crazy not to!

 

B. So the boy finally “came to himself.”

 

Why is it a person has to get their life in a mess before they
finally figure out it would have been better to have lived for the
Lord in the first place?

 

King David said, “Before I was afflicted I went
astray, but now have I kept thy Word.”

 

Like Chip in our skit tonight, nearly all of us have to find out
for ourselves how rotten life can be on our own, before we finally
wise up and see how wonderful we can have it when we follow the
Lord

 

It could be tonight that there is someone in this room who is a
“spiritual Chip.”

 

You are not right with God and you know it.

 

What’s more, you know you are blowing your life going your own
way.

 

You can see that those who are


	Saved and

	Faithful to the Lord



Are happier in life than you are.

 

I want to invite you tonight to do what the prodigal son
did.

 

When he came to himself

II. HE CAME TO HIS FATHER

Vs 20

 

This would have taken some humbling wouldn’t it?

 

He had taken his inheritance and wasted.

 


	He had to come home empty handed

	He had to come home and admit what he had
done

	He had to come home and admit his father knew how to
manage his things better than he did



 

And this is exactly why so many people, who know they aren’t
right with God don’t come to Him.

 

A. Some of us are too proud to admit to God we have
sinned and need His forgiveness.

 

And that means that they have to keep going


	Down and

	Down and

	Down



 

Further and further until they finally see that the only way to
turn the mess they have made of their life around is to come home
to the Lord.

 

B. Others are too ashamed to admit to God what they have
done

 

There are people who quit churches all of the time because they
are so ashamed of what they have done.

 

The crazy thing is that is exactly the opposite of what we ought
to do.

Did you see what happened when the son came to his father?

 

Verse 20 says that his father came to him….

 

The thing to do when we fail and sin is not to run from God, but
to run to Him!

 


	Run to the God’s altar and confess the
sin

	Run to the God’s Bible and find help to quit the sin
and

	Run to God’s church and get encouragement to live for
God



 










Chapter 27
If You Were They, Would You?





Matthew 1:18-2:15; 2:19-2:22

 

I seems to me like, whenever Christmas comes around, the person
besides Jesus who gets the most attention is Mary.

 

And for good reason:


	She is the mother of the Lord Jesus Christ
and

	The angel did say she was “highly favoured”[1]



 

But I am of the opinion that Joseph, though only the step father
of Jesus Christ, played a huge role in the early life of the
Saviour.

 

His place was not an easy one;


	Doubters would forever question the fidelity of his
beloved wife

	He would always know he was not the father of the
firstborn in his family

	He apparently died at a young age



 

And not only did the Lord ask him to marry a woman whose baby
was not his own


	He was asked to leave home, family and friends
and

	He was asked to risk his very life to protect that
baby



 

I just wonder if God were to give us the type of difficult
instructions He gave to Joseph, would we be as obedient?

 

I find five times that our text today says that


	The Lord appeared to them or

	They were warned of God in a dream



 

1:20; 2:12; 2:13; 2:19; 2:22

 

Four of those times were to Joseph directly

Once was to the wise men

 

All four of the times God spoke to Joseph God had a difficult
assignment for him.

 

In the case of the wise men, it could be said that theirs was
not difficult to do, but it did involve disobeying the King of the
country.

 

And yet in every case, they obeyed the voice of God.

 

Someone could say, “Yes, but they had the voice of God. It
would be easier to obey God if He spoke to me the way he did to
them.”

 

I wonder?

You have to remember that it says in almost every case God spoke
to them “in a dream.”

 

I know things have changed since then.


	But I kind of imagine that even then a person dreamed
at night like we do today.

	And I imagine that some of those dreams got pretty far
fetched – like ours do today.



 

So I figure there was room to question then whether a dream was
really from God or just from having too many smoked fish for
dinner.

 

God spoke to them then.

He still speaks to us today: He just does it today through the
Bible and not through dreams.

 

I look at the things God said to them and I note

1. Some of them were questionable

Matthew 2:19

 

We know that the Bible tells us to obey the laws of the
land.

 

So that it is right for us


	To obey the speed limit

	To wear our seat belt

	To not steal from the store

	To get permits before we build a house



 

But sometimes we take obeying the laws of the land too far.

 

Whenever the government passes a law that is contrary to the
Word of God, we have an obligation to obey God rather than
men.[2]

 

-When the government tells us not to witness for
Jesus Christ, we have the responsibility to disobey
that law and obey God instead.

 

He said “…ye shall be witnesses unto me…”[3]

 

-When the government tells us not to discipline our
children with the rod we have the responsibility to
disobey the law and obey God instead.[4]

 

-When the government tells us not to preach against
homosexuality and abortion we have a responsibility
to disobey the law and obey God instead.[5]

 

Illustration:

John Bunyon, a Baptist preacher in the 1600’s
and the author of the most widely purchased book in history outside
of the Bible, Pilgrim’s Progress, went to jail for twelve
years because he refused to obey a law in effect in England at that
time.

 

The law was simply, you had to have a state license to preach
the Bible.

 

Bunyon’s conviction was that the government did not have the
authority to license a preacher.  That a man of God was
ordained of God and not the state.

 

It was not that he could not get the license.

In the court transcripts of his trial, the judge repeatedly
offered to grant the license to Bunyon.

 

He refused because he believed he had to obey God rather than
men.

 

So these wise men, being warned of God in a dream not to return
to Herod and tell him where the child Jesus was, left another
way.

 

I wonder if we would do the same.

 

2. Some of the things God told them to do were not
convenient.

Matthew 2:13-14

 

You have to remember, they were from Nazareth originally.

 

They had traveled down to Bethlehem at the order of the state in
order to participate in a tax and census there.

 

But Joseph and Mary were from Nazareth.

 


	They had already been inconvenienced by the
government.

	They had already been away from their home for maybe
two years.



 

And now the Lord to move to a foreign country (Egypt) until God
tells them otherwise.

 

I assume labor practices were different enough that Joseph was
able to work his carpentry trade in Egypt without much trouble.

 

Nevertheless this was surely not Joseph’s first choice.

 

I wonder if we would have obeyed the Lord the same way?

 

God still speaks to us today.


	He still warns us

	He still instructs us

	He still directs us



 


	He has given us the Bible to read for
ourselves

	He has given us teachers and preachers to explain the
Bible and urge us to obey it.

	He has given us the Holy Spirit, who helps us to
understand the Bible



 

So that I do not think the difference today is in God, but in
us.

 

He still speaks, but we don’t listen.

 

Three of the warnings God gives to Joseph can have direct
application to you and to me.

 

I. HE WAS WARNED TO AVOID CERTAIN DANGER

Matthew 19-22

 

 

Earlier Joseph had been warned by God to go to Egypt because
Herod would try to kill the young child Jesus.

 

Joseph had done as the Lord commanded and moved to Egypt until
the Lord told him to return to Israel.

 

But on his return he learned that, even though Herod was dead,
his son Archelaus now reigned and he was as bad as his father.

 

Again the Lord warned Joseph of the danger and told him to avoid
Judea and go to Galilee and Nazareth instead.

 

The Bible warns man today of a certain danger.

 


	The Bible warns us that we are all
sinners

	The Bible warns us that our sins have separated between
us and God

	The Bible warns us that unless forgiven of our sins we
face certain judgment



 

It is the love of God rather than cruelty that causes Him to
warns us.

 

It is the love of God that put verses like

John 3:18

He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
(KJV)

 

Isaiah 53:6

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned
every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the
iniquity of us all. (KJV)

 

Romans 3:10-23

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not
one:

There is none that understandeth, there is none that
seeketh after God.

They are all gone out of the way, they are together
become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not
one.

Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their
tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their
lips:

Whose mouth is full of cursing and
bitterness:

Their feet are swift to shed
blood:

Destruction and misery are in their
ways:

And the way of peace have they not
known:

There is no fear of God before their
eyes.

Now we know that what things soever the law saith,
it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before
God.

Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no
flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of
sin.

But now the righteousness of God without the law is
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the
prophets;

Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is
no difference:

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God; (KJV)

 


	A cruel God might have left us in the dark about our
sins.

	A cruel God might have let us fend for ourselves
struggling to make things right

	A cruel God might have let us go to eternal hell,
shocked that we ended up there



 

But God loves us so much that He could not allow us to go on
without warning.

 


	He could not let us stay ignorant of our
sins

	He could not let us skip blindly through life, unaware
of the peril that would befall us in the end.



 

God’s love demanded that He warn us of our certain danger.

 

Secondly I find

II. HE HAS WARNED US OF ANOTHER WAY

Matthew 2:12

 

I want to tell you, the danger is real.

 


	Hell is real

	The wrath of God is real

	Eternity is real

	Judgment is real



 

In fact, the Bible says that judgment is as real as death
is.

 

Heb 9:27

And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment: (KJV)

 

But a person does not have to do the way of judgment and
condemnation.

 

Jesus said Matthew 7:13-14

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat:

Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find
it. (KJV)

 

The good news is,


	There is a way that leads to life.

	There is a way to avoid the judgment of
God

	There is a way to have your sins forgiven



 

Jesus said again

John 14:6

…. I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me. (KJV)

 

I have to warn you again.

 

Jesus said there were two ways


	One way that leads to death and
destruction

	Another way that leads to life



 

Then He said that most people take the way that leads to
destruction and few find the way that leads to life.

 

It is not that the way that leads to life is hard to find.

 

It is just that it is not the way that looks the most
natural.

 


	Most people want to go to heaven

	Most people want their sins forgiven

	Most people would rather not go to hell



 

But most people want to go some other way than the way.

 

Jesus said He is the way that leads to life.

He also said that He is the door of salvation

 

John 10:9

I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall
be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.
(KJV)

 

But then he warned what would happen if you tried to get in any
other way;

John 10:1

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not
by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the
same is a thief and a robber. (KJV)

 

So here is the point I am trying to make;


	If you know you are a sinner

	If you want to go to heaven and not hell



 

Then Jesus is your only option


	It’s not religion

	It’s not baptism

	It’s not taking communion

	It’s not praying to Allah many times a day while facing
Mecca

	It’s not being good

	It’s not teaching a Sunday school class or being a
church deacon



 

If you want to be forgiven of your sins and escape the judgment
of hell, you must come to Jesus Christ.

 

And He says

John 6:37

…. and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast
out. (KJV)

 

In just a moment we will give an invitation for people to make
choices based on this message.

 

If you do not know for sure you will go to heaven when you die,
let us show you how to come to Jesus this morning and get it taken
care of.

 

There is a warning to avoid certain danger

There is a warning to go another way

 

Finally

III. THERE IS A WARNING TO LIVE IN ANOTHER
PLACE

Matthew 2:13

 

At first glance I thought I might use this to preach about going
to heaven; about living in heaven forever with Jesus.

 

And the Bible does tell us that the one who gets saved will one
day be with Jesus in His “Father’s house.”

 

But Egypt is not a very good picture of heaven so I decided I
needed to go another way.

 

I am reminded that once I got saved, I was instructed to live a
different life than I lived before I got saved.

 

You see,


	No one has to change their ways to get saved.
But

	Those who are saved are taught to change their
ways.



 

 

You have to know that life in Egypt was much different for
Joseph and Mary than life would have been back home.

 


	They were from a different country

	They never would have felt at home in
Egypt

	They were just waiting for hear from the Lord that they
could go home.



 

And all of that is true of the Christian on this earth


	We are from a different country – heaven

	We are different in our thinking than the citizens of
this world

	We are supposed to be looking for the blessed hope when
Jesus comes to take us to heaven



 

And while we are on this earth, we need to behave ourselves as
ambassadors of Jesus Christ.

 

We need to walk worthy.

Ephesians 4:1

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are
called, (KJV)

Vocation is another word for “occupation” or job.

 

God says our job is to live for Christ. 

We might have to work to feed our family, but it is a secondary
work to living for God.

 

Colossians 1:9-10

For this cause we also, since the day we heard it,
do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled
with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding;

That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the
knowledge of God;

(KJV)

 

God says while we are on this earth part of our walk is to know
God better so we can do His good work.

 

1Thessalonians 2:11-12

As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged
every one of you, as a father doth his children,

That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called
you unto his kingdom and glory. (KJV)

 

God says that the preacher’s job is to exhort, comfort and
charge you to keep waling worthy.

 

Conclusion:


	I am glad God told us about Mary in the Christmas
story

	I am glad God told us about the shepherds in the
Christmas story

	I am glad God told us about the Angels in the Christmas
story



 

But I am also very glad God told us about Joseph and about the
wise men in the Christmas story:

 

How they heard the warnings from God and obeyed.

 

I want to ask you – is the same true of you?

 

This Christmas, are you seriously listening to what God says in
the Bible?

And are you doing what He warns you to do.


	Avoid a certain danger and get saved

	Come to Him His way, and not some other
way

	Live you life in a new place after you get
saved.



 







[1] Luke 1:28





[2] Acts 5:29





[3] Acts 1:8





[4] Prov 13:24 He that spareth his rod hateth his
son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.
(KJV)





[5] Rom 1:26-27 For this cause God gave them up
unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural
use into that which is against nature:

And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use
of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men
working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that
recompence of their error which was meet. (KJV)

 














Chapter 28
I'm Dreaming of a Right Christmas





[8]

Mt. 1:18-23

Back in the early 1940’s, the songwriter, Irving Berlin wrote a
song which is still one of the most popular songs in entire world
for Christmas.

 

I would love to have a white
Christmas

But I am much more interested in having a right
Christmas

 

 

I. HAVING JESUS’ BIRTH IN THE RIGHT PLACE.

Micah 5:2

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of
old, from everlasting. (KJV)

 

500 yrs. before Mary and Joseph knocked on door of that inn, and
were sent to the barn, God told Micah to write it down, the Saviour
would be born in Bethlehem

And it was a specific Bethlehem.  Bethlehem of Judea.

 

There could have been a hundred babies born that night

And a dozens of them might have the same name.

 

But the Saviour had to be Immanuel, God with us, and He had to
be born in the city of Bethlehem of Judea.

 

Now, in order for us to have a right Christmas, must have Jesus’
birth in right place.

 

A. HIS WAS A VIRGIN BIRTH.

 

1. This world tries to deny that, and tries to make Mary a
harlot; just a young maiden.

 

There are times when people accuse a preacher like me of making
too much out of nothing.

 

They say the little details in the Bible like, if Jesus were
born of a virgin or a young maiden, are insignificant.

 

I am telling you that if Jesus is not born of a virgin,

WE ARE DESTINED TO SUFFER IN HELL FOREVER!

 

If Jesus was born of a young maiden, one who had had a
relationship outside of marriage,

 

Then Jesus has the stain of sin in His blood

And His death on the cross could not have saved Himself, let
alone the sins of the world!

 

This is KEY!

 

Not only that,

B. HIS WAS A HEAVENLY BIRTH. 

 


	Jesus didn’t start to exist when He was born. 




	He came from Heaven.

	He always existed. 



 


	700 yrs. before Jesus came the Bible promised in Isaiah
9:6



For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace. (KJV)

 

He is the eternal Son. 

 


	Mary gave Him His humanity, but He’s always been in
existence.



 

 

D. HIS WAS A MYSTERIOUS BIRTH,

vs. 23b

 

It is something we have to accept by faith.

 

I do not try to explain away the Bible.

What it says is true.

 

I do not have to understand it

I simply have to believe and accept it like a little child
would.

 

In order to have a right Christmas, you have to have Jesus’
birth in the right place.

 


	You have to have the promised Saviour fulfilling Scripture

	You have to have the babe of a virgin, free from sin and

	You have to have the eternal Son, God in flesh alive from
everlasting.



 

II. JESUS’ DEATH MUST BE IN THE RIGHT
PLACE.


	
A.               
Jesus was not born into world just so we could have trees,
gifts, tinsel, etc. 



Vs. 21-

 

I like all of those things but that isn’t why Jesus came.

 


	Nor did Jesus come to bring the Christmas spirit of joy and
peace.



 

I like those things but I try to remember that at this time of
year not everyone has the joy and the peace.

 

First, those without Christ have no
peace with God

Secondly, this is a time of year when
those who have lost ones to death or maybe divorce have great
difficulty and loneliness.

 



So while you and I are celebrating this
Christmas, I try to remember that there is someone else out there
who is suffering!


	Jesus Christ came to save. 



 

We all know the story when Jesus was born,

B. Mary lay Jesus in manger. 

God does nothing on accident, so we know that Jesus was
born in the stable and laid in the manger for a
reason.

 

First, Manger shows His destiny

Jesus came to die. 

 

Second, Manger shows our
accessibility. 

Anyone could come to Him.

 

From

v     The shepherds, to

v     The wise men, and

v     All in between

 

No one is denied access to Christ.

 

There is no person who cannot be saved

There is no problem He will not hear.

There is no joy He does not share

 

The only separation between a man and Christ is that separation
we make ourselves!

 

C. Know why there’s a Christmas? 

Because there is a Hell.

 

If it weren’t for the fact that men have

v      Sinned against God

v      Broken His commands and

v      Are facing the judgment and
wrath of almighty God there wouldn’t be a need for Christmas.

 


	People will sing & have tender thoughts toward Christ this
Christmas.



 But until we recognize that His death is as important to
the Christmas story as His birth.

 

We can’t have a right Christmas.

 

There should be joy, singing and praise at Christmas.

But not before there has been brokenness and confession of
sin!

 

Can’t have right Christmas until you have the right death of
Christ.

 

III. A RIGHT CHRISTMAS MEANS HAVING JESUS HIMSELF IN THE
RIGHT PLACE.

 


	A.    In our
Hearts



Jesus says in Rev 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will
sup with him, and he with me. (KJV)

 

Can you honestly say you love the Lord Jesus Christ?

 


	B.     There are two kinds of
people here tonight:



v      Those who know Christ as
Saviour, and

v      Those who do not.

 

If you are not saved and sure of it, we would count it a
privilege to show you from the Bible how to be saved.

 

But among those of us who are saved, there are two types:

v      Those who love Christ and given
Him first place in our lives, and

v      Those who have not.

 

Conclusion:

I want a right Christmas this year!

 

v      I want to enjoy Christmas for
all its worth

v      I want to enjoy the family and
friends around the tree

v      I want to revel in the giving
and receiving of the gifts.

v      I want to savor every bite of
the meal I partake of Christmas day

 

But mostly,

I want to be as right with God as I possible can be.

I want to glorify and honor Him is all I say and do.

 

 










Chapter 29
When God Messes With Your Plans





Matthew 1:18-25

 

Fella's, can you remember those days of your engagement?

 

You had fallen in love with the dream of your life.

 

And what was even better, SHE HAD FALLEN IN LOVE WITH YOU
TOO!

 

There came that time when you made up your mind to ask her to
marry you.  AND SHE AGREED!

 

I proposed to Anita in April of 1979. 

We had been dating since September. 

And we had joked about marriage a few times.

 

I had met her parents, but we were making our first trip to her
folks' home. 

 

A 6 hour drive!

 

I figured that if I asked Anita to marry me, and she agreed, I
was going to have to ask her dad for permission, and I didn't want
to make the drive again.

 

So, ask we drove through Hood River Oregon, I asked her if she
would marry me.

 

As we passed the Columbia River Hotel, there in Hood River, she
said YES!

 

We talked about our plans, and how I would approach her dad
until we got to Rooster Rock State Park, there we pulled over and
prayed and asked God to bless and help us make wise decisions.

 

I asked Anita's dad for permission to marry Anita while we were
in the mountains shooting guns.

 

When we got back to the house, Anita had told her dad that I was
going to ask, so they were both sitting there waiting in
anticipation for one of us to break the news.

 

I didn't say anything, neither did my father in law.  So
Anita finally got me alone and asked me if I had asked him.  I
said I had and that he had said it was ok!

 

Anita yelled like ladies do, and went out to tell her mom and
ask her dad why he hadn't said anything!

 

The next six months were busy ones.

 

Anita and her mom were busy making the wedding plans, putting
together an invitation list and sending out the cards.

 

I was busy finding an apartment for us, moving in and making
things ready.

 

I was an ironworker apprentice at the time.

My partner was a man we called "Butterscotch."

 

Butterscotch told me that he would take care of me and make sure
I lived through ironworking until my wedding day, after that, Anita
would have to take care of me!

 

This evening, I want to speak about the marriage of Joseph and
Mary:

 

WHEN GOD MESSES WITH YOUR
PLANS!

 

Engagements were handled differently in those days than they are
now.

 

Marriages were pre-arranged by the parents, often when the kids
were only infants.

 

But,  there had to come a point, when the couple became
aware of the engagement, and began to make their plans!

 

I imagine young Joseph. 

The wedding date is approaching, and he is making
preparations.

 

I can see Mary.

The date every young lady lives for is just about here.

 

She is so excited as she and her parents make the wedding
plans.

 

She and Joseph have such dreams for their lives together.

 

But then,

GOD MESSED WITH THEIR PLANS!

 

It was not ever in their goals for Mary to become pregnant
before their wedding night.

 

And certainly, the idea of becoming pregnant miraculously and
giving birth to the Lord Jesus Christ was not a part of their
thinking.

 

Mary's reaction to the news was one of
perplexity. 

She asks in Luke 1:34;

"How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?"

 

Joseph's reaction was a little
different.

 

He has a decision to make.  Should he believe that Mary has
been faithful to him and that she had miraculously become pregnant
with the Son of God?

 

Or should he decide to break off the engagement?

 

Of course, you know the rest of the story.

They did get married, did give birth to the Messiah, and the
rest is history!

 

Let me make three observations based upon this Biblical
scene:

 

I. GOD DIDN'T ASK JOSEPH AND MARY-HE TOLD
THEM!

I do not note any passage where the angel announcing God's plan,
asks Mary or Joseph if this is acceptable with them!

 

God simply told them His plan and will for their lives!

 

Now, let me ask you:

"How many of you are doing what you planned on doing when say,
you were in 7th grade?"

 

(Most of us aren't doing what we thought we would be doing when
we graduated from High School!)

 

I can remember distinctly my goals when I was in 7th grade:

 

They were basically two:

 

1. I wanted
to be an astronaut.

A goal for which I prepared until I was a Junior in High
School

 

2. I wanted
to live in Arizona.

My dream was to

purchase 40 acres in Arizona

Build a house right in the middle of it

and put a fence all around it.

 

I dreamed of building a living room that had a stream running
through it.

 

SO I COULD SIT IN MY LAZY BOY RECLINER AND FISH FOR TROUT!

 

If you had told me back then that I would live in
Puyallup, WA.  I would have thought you were
crazy!

 

Arizona and
Puyallup are almost direct opposites (weather
wise!)

 

I have found that the majority of the plans I had as a young
person are radically different than what has really come to
pass.

 

****Some of the plans have changed because I have changed my
decisions and desires.

 

****But other plans were changed because of circumstances beyond
my control:

God!

 

And God has never asked me when He has chosen to put those
circumstances into my life!

 

Listen, God has a plan for your life.

He made that plan before He created the world

And He has no intention of asking your permission to proceed
with His plan!

 

Now, you can choose not to obey His will,

But you cannot change His will for your life!

 

I note secondly,

II.  GOD'S PLAN FOR MARY AND JOSEPH WAS NOT AN EASY
ONE.

Sometimes we think that if we are in the will of God, everything
will be a bed of roses and life will be without trial or
difficulty.

 

That was not the case for Joseph and Mary.

 

Consider the following:

 

1. Why didn't God work it out so the Tax was
collected either before Joseph and Mary were married, or after the
Baby was born?

 

He could have done that couldn't He?

 

I mean, having a woman who was so pregnant that she just barely
got to Bethlehem before she had the baby travel by foot, camel, or
donkey, Some 100 miles WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN EASY!

 

My wife walked to the top of the Astoria Column when she was
eight months pregnant.  It liked to killed her.

 

Can you imagine riding a donkey 100 miles being 8 to 9 months
pregnant?!

 

Surely God could have worked things out better than that!

 

2.  The baby was born in a manger because there
was no room in the Inn.

 

Again, I can see the young couple's frustration as, after
travelling that far, Mary is exhausted and ready to deliver, AND
THEY CAN NOT FIND ANY PLACE COMFORTABLE TO TAKE HER!

 

Now, God is a sovereign God.

 

He is able to do anything He wills.

 

He obviously has willed that there is no room in the Inn!

 

He isn't making it easy for them, even though they are obeying
the will of God for their lives.

 

3. Why were they forced to flee Bethlehem to Egypt
because of the threat of King Herod.

 

Again, we can see the hand of God at work because He warned them
of the danger so they could flee.

 

Why didn't he just make the King's heart soften so they wouldn’t
have to flee at all?  Especially since all the babies 2 years
old and younger were killed by Herod's men after Mary and Joseph
were gone.

 

The Baby was about 2 year's old when they went to Egypt.

 

And that would not have been an easy trip to make!

 

4. Then, after all of this, somewhere between when
Joseph took his family back to Nazareth and when Jesus became 30
years old, Joseph died.

 

Jesus had to become the head of the home, taking care of his
mother and his half brothers and sisters.

 

We make a terrible error in our concept of Christianity when we
believe that God makes life easy when we are in is will and that
the easy way is God's way.

 

Take for
instance Jesus' message about the two roads:

 

—The broad and easy way that almost everyone takes is the way
that leads to destruction.

—The straight, narrow, and more difficult way, is the way that
leads to eternal life.

 

When we choose the way that looks the easiest, we aren't
necessarily choosing the way that is the will of God!

 

Christ chose a path that led to the cross.

Paul chose a path that led to imprisonment and execution.

 

But both chose paths that were in the plan of God for them!

 

God does not promise us an easy trip.

 

He promises to be with us as we take it!

 

Need a verse?

Isa 43:2

When thou passest through the waters, I will be with
thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither
shall the flame kindle upon thee. (KJV)

 

Observation Three:

III. THOUGH THINGS WERE DIFFICULT, GOD DID
BLESS.

I see it in two thoughts:

 

1. They
wondered at the child as he grew.

Look at these verses in Luke 2

Luke 2:52

And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in
favour with God and man. (KJV)

 

Luke 2:49-51

And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me?
wist ye not that I must be about my Father's
business?

And they understood not the saying which he spake
unto them.

And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth,
and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in
her heart. (KJV)

 

Luke 2:40

And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit,
filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.
(KJV)

 

Luke 2:33

And Joseph
and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken
of him. (KJV)

 

It must have been a joy beyond belief to raise Christ as he grew
up!

Just that blessing would have been worth it!

 

2.
Ultimately, Jesus grew up to be a blessing to the whole
world!

 

Any parent is blessed when their child grows up to be a person
of influence and importance in the world.

 

More parents are blessed if their kid grows up to do something
good for mankind.

 

I realize Joseph was gone by this time,

But can you imagine the blessing Mary must have experienced when
her firstborn son, Jesus Christ, rose victorious over death and the
grave?

 

Can you imagine what she must have felt like as she watched Him
ascend visibly, bodily, and gradually into heaven!

 

Can you imagine the excitement in her soul when she realized in
a tangible way,

 

THAT HER SON HAD OPENED THE DOOR TO HEAVEN FOR ALL WHO WOULD
ACCEPT HIM AND RECEIVE HIM AS SAVIOUR?

 

God's plan for our lives isn't always an easy one.

 

But it is a plan that will lead to our being a blessing to
many.

 

Even if His plan is an early death.

He is going to use that in some way ultimately to bring more
people to a saving knowledge of the truth.

 

***God's plan for Fanny Crosby was that a doctor would give her
the wrong medicine when she was a baby, resulting in her
blindness.

 

Rather than growing bitter,

Fanny Crosby used her condition to make her more spiritually
sensitive;  She wrote some of the most beautiful hymns we
sing.

 

***God used the death of H.G. Spafford's children to inspire him
to write one of our favorite hymns.

 

Spafford's wife and kids were one a ship to England, and he was
going to join them there in a short time.

 

However, the ship with his family on board sank.  His wife
was saved, but his kids all died.

 

Back home, Spafford awaited news as to the fate of his family,
and when it finally came, it was a telegram from his wife simply
saying, "Saved, Alone."

 

Spafford, while mourning their deaths wrote these words,
 

"When peace like a river
attendeth my way.

when sorrow like sea
billows role.

Whatever my lot thou has
taught me to say,

it is well it is well with my
sole!"

 

God didn't ask Spafford if it was ok to make that part of his
plan for him.

 

And I am sure Spafford didn't plan it for himself.

 

But as difficult as God's plan was, it has resulted in something
that has blessed countless numbers of suffering souls since it was
written!

 

And, while you and I may not think our lot is nearly that tragic
nor our influence nearly that broad.

 

The truth of it is

IF WE WILL AGREE TO FOLLOW GOD'S PLAN, NO MATTER HOW
DIFFICULT.

ETERNITY WILL RECORD A FAR REACHING IMPACT FOR GOOD BECAUSE OF
IT!

 










Chapter 30
On This Wise





Matthew 1:18-25

 

Christmas time can many times pose a problem when it comes to
sermons.

 

After all, there are only so many accepted Christmas passages in
the Word of God….

 

And it can seem like there are only so many ways a person can
preach them.

 

And I have this personal problem – I am just not willing to
preach unless I believe I have received a message from the
Lord.

 

I read other preachers’ sermons; especially around
Christmas.

 

And I will sometimes use things I learn in their messages.

 

But I just can’t get up and preach an outline I read somewhere,
just because it is a good outline.

 

I have to believe the Holy Spirit led me to something


	Something for me to learn from and

	Something for the people God has given me to
pastor



 

So my plan this year was to begin my Christmas preparation by
simply reading the various Christmas passages and see if the Holy
Spirit seemed to make anything “stand out.”

 

And I was surprised when the very first thing that stood out was
the very first sentence I read.

 

The Bible said

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this
wise;

 

On this wise…

 

I don’t know that I have ever heard anyone use that phrase
except in quotation of the Word of God.

 

On this wise

 

The phrase is a legitimate usage of the word wise, even to this
day.

 

It means “in this manner” or “after this fashion.”

 

But I could not help but pick up on the wise…..

 

There is no doubt about it…..

 

The birth of Jesus Christ was ….wise…

 

I know we could speak this morning about the events that
surrounded the birth of Christ….

 


	The angel’s messages to Mary, Joseph, and the
Shepherds

	The journey of the wise men to see the infant Christ
and

	The manger scene when there was no room in the
inn



 

Each has significance and I intend to read and comment briefly
on them tonight.

 

But I want to see if we can’t consider something more
fundamental than those events…..

 

Let’s see if we can’t consider the role of Almighty God in the
birth of Jesus Christ..

 

The birth of Jesus Christ was on this
wise….

First

I. BY THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF
GOD

You won’t find this term often in the Bible but it is an
important one in the Word of God.

 

The Bible says

Acts 2:23

Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain: (KJV)

 

1 Pet 1:2

Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace,
be multiplied. (KJV)

 

It is closely associated with another Biblical phrase,
“…before the foundation of the
world…”

 

John 17:24

Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given
me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which
thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of
the world. (KJV)

 

Eph 1:4

According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before him in love: (KJV)

 

1 Pet 1:20

Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of
the world, but was manifest in these last times for
you, (KJV)

 

Here is the thing….

 

God the Father knew He would give His only begotten
Son that whosoever believeth in him shall not perish but have
everlasting life

 

Before the foundation of the world.


	Before there was sun and stars

	Before there was earth and water

	Before there was

	grass and

	trees and

	fish and

	birds and

	animals at all





	Before Lucifer rebelled against God and drew a third
part of the angels into sin with him

	Before Adam and Eve were created, much less had sinned
against God



 


	God already knew the serpent would tempt
Eve

	God already knew that Adam and Eve would
sin

	God already knew their sin would plunge the human race
into millennia of wickedness and

	God already
knew it would cost Him His only begotten Son to save men from their
sins



 

God’s foreknowledge is more than the ability to see into the
future.

 

God lives with no limitations of time.

 

He views all of man’s history


	From the beginning of time

	Until the end of time

	As one moment of time



 

That is what it means when the Bible says He is


	The alpha and omega

	The beginning and the end

	The first and the last



 

Before God spoke one molecule into existence He already knew


	There would be a virgin named Mary

	She would be espoused to a man named
Joseph

	They would be forced to make a terrible trip to
Bethlehem

	There would be no room in the inn

	She would give birth to the Saviour out back in a
manger



 

And that Jesus Christ would give His life on the cross for your
sins and mine.

 

The birth of Jesus Christ was on this
wise….

By the foreknowledge of God

 

But more than that

The birth of Jesus Christ was on this
wise….

Secondly

II. BY THE WILL OF GOD

 

Thomas Nelson’s Bible Dictionary says this about the doctrine of
God’s foreknowledge…

God's foreknowledge is much more than foresight. God
does not know future events and the actions of men because He
foresees them; He knows them because He wills them to happen. Thus
God's foreknowledge is an act of His will.[1]

 

You see, God knew


	There would be a virgin named Mary

	She would be espoused to a man named
Joseph

	They would be forced to make a terrible trip to
Bethlehem

	There would be no room in the inn

	She would give birth to the Saviour out back in a
manger



 

And that Jesus Christ would give His life on the cross for your
sins and mine.

 

Not just because He foresaw it, but because He willed it.

 

Which teaches me something very significant about the Lord; He
does not think at all like we do.

 


	We would have put the only begotten Son

	In the palaces of royalty, not in the home of an obscure
carpenter.

	We would have orchestrated His birth to
happen

	With the finest medical attention, not alone and in the back of
a barn.

	We would have given Him authority over
governments, not make His mother and step father, endure
that trip so soon to the delivery.



 

This was in fact, one of the Jews biggest problems with
accepting Christ.

 

They knew God promised to send them a Messiah.

 

But they expected Him to come with fanfare


	They expected Him to be wealthy

	They expected Him to be powerful

	They expected Him to be lavished in
splendor



 

And Jesus Christ just did not meet up to their expectations.

 

We had better be very careful not to press into the Bible our
very own expectations and miss the truth that God has given us in
His Word!

 

The birth of Jesus Christ was

Exactly as God knew it would be because

He planned it and willed it to be exactly as it was.

 


	He was not surprised

	He was not shocked



 

God did not have to scramble to figure out a way to make His
plan work even though men had messed it up so badly.

 

The birth of Jesus Christ was on this
wise…

By the foreknowledge of God

By the will of God

 

The birth of Jesus Christ was on this
wise…

Thirdly

III. BY THE PLEASURE OF GOD

Luke 12:32

Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. (KJV)

 

It is the Father’s good pleasure to give us the kingdom, to save
us and take us to heaven.

 

That also means that it is the Father’s good pleasure

 


	To have Christ born into that humble couple’s
home

	To allow him to endure the trials associated with being
in a poor home

	To place upon Christ the sins of every man and woman
and boy and girl and

	To let men crucify Jesus Christ



 

It was God’s pleasure to pay the high price that your sins could
be forgiven

 

It was His pleasure to endure the afflictions of the cross so
that whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved.

 

Illustration:

You have done things that were difficult to do, but that you
were pleased to do for someone else.

 

Years ago, before I was married, I got myself in a bad way with
some bills.

 

I had let a couple of friends move in with me and one of them
ran up a phone bill that was astronomical on my budget.

 

When I confronted him about it, instead of paying my, he skipped
town and I was left with this huge phone bill.

 

For several weeks I tried to take everything I had in my
paycheck to pay down the bill.

 


	I ate macaroni and cheese for every meal because it was
only 50 cents a box.

	I  stayed home to save money on gas.



 

But then my mom came to see ma and gave me enough money to pay
the bill off.

 

Mom had taken a second job, working between the two jobs 16-18
hours a day, so she could save up the money to help me.

 

It was not a pleasure, I am sure, to do that second job, but it
was her pleasure to do it to help me.

 


	I am not implying that God enjoyed sending His Son to
die

	I am not implying that God was pleased that Jesus was
crucified



 

But I am saying that it was God’s pleasure to suffer for you and
for me that we could be free of sin and have a home with Him in
heaven.

 

The birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise

By the foreknowledge of God

He knew Jesus would be born just as He was before He created the
first atom

By the will of God

God in fact planned it all out exactly as it happened because it
was the only way we could come to God of our own free will

By the pleasure of God

He left heaven’s glory and endured the afflictions of this
world, even to the point of death on the cross, and was pleased to
do it…

 

For You

 







[1] (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary) (Copyright (C)
1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

 














Chapter 31
Seven Verbs of the Wise Men





Matthew 2:1; 11-12

 

 An integral part of the Christmas story is that of the
wise men.

 I am not trying to burst anyone's bubble, but there are a
few details about their story that are misunderstood by most
people.

 For one, nowhere in the Bible does it say
there were three of them!  I do not know that there were not
three, but the concept of Three Wise Men may not be the exact
Scriptural model. For all we know, there may have been dozens of
them!

 

 Secondly, the typical manger scene has
the wise men bowing before a newborn infant.  This is probably
far from the exact picture.

 

Our text says they saw a young child.  The term is one that
speaks of a baby, but not an infant. For another, they did not go
to the manger, but the text says with clarity that they came to a
house.

 

Judging from the text and the actions of King Herod, Jesus was
probably closer to two years old when the wise men arrived!

 

They are called in the text, "wise men", and I think it is for
good reason!

 


	They were wise enough to recognize the Messiah's coming, and to
follow the star that guided them to Christ!



 The best explanation of this is that they had understood
from the writings of Daniel that this special star would
appear.

 


	They were wise enough to know that whatever time they needed to
take off from their own important work as wise men and kings was
worth it so they could worship this one who was to become the King
of Kings and Lord of Lord's!



 


	And they were wise enough to follow the still small voice of
God rather than the instructions of King Herod, who told them he
wanted to worship this child too, but secretly would have killed
Him!



 

In the story, there are seven verbs, seven actions of the Wise
men that we would be wise to emulate!

 

I. THEY CAME

Vs 11

"And when they were come… "

 

 Christmas time is traditionally a time of
travel!

 

Airports will be packed; all public transportation systems will
be operating at their busiest capacity of the year!

 


	We will travel to visit family and friends that we haven't
seen, maybe for years!

	We will be filled with joy as; we are reunited with loved ones
and remember those times of childhood when we were together so
much!



 

But there is a sad note in all of this today, because, while so
many will travel to see friends and family,

 

NOT MANY WILL COME TO CHRIST!

 

The greatest step any man or woman can make in their lives IS
THE STEP OF FAITH WHEN THEY COME TO JESUS CHRIST FOR SALVATION!

 

The Bible says that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom.

A wise man will come to Christ for salvation this season, if he
has not already done so earlier.

 

Those who are already saved will show wisdom this Christmas
season by coming Closer to Christ than they are right now!

 

The second verb found in the text;

II. THEY SAW.

Vs 11

"they saw the young child… "

 

Christmas season is a time of year when the sense of sight is
tickled from all around!

 

Christmas trees abound with beautiful lights and
decorations,

Garland and tinsel can be seen in stores and houses
everywhere.

There are houses so beautifully decorated, and some businesses
and the like make a point of having exotic outside decorations.

 

Red, green, gold, and silver are everywhere!

 

We delight in the explosion of beauty that is ours this time of
year!

 

But again, if we aren't careful, all that we see can rob us of
the joy of seeing Jesus!

 

The wonder of the Christmas story, is not the shepherds and the
wise men, its not the gifts and the decorations.

The wonder of Christmas IS CHRIST!

 

Several of the Classic Christmas Films are centered around the
subject of Santa Claus and how Christmas would have to be cancelled
without him.

 

From the classic "Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus"

To "Rudolph the Red Nosed Rain Deer", the world tells us that if
we miss Santa we will miss Christmas.

 

Even the not so classic, but very funny, "Ernest saves
Christmas" is built on this theme, WITHOUT SANTA, THERE CAN BE NO
CHRISTMAS!

 

 But is that true?

 

The truth is, WITHOUT CHRIST THERE CAN BE NO CHRISTMAS!

 

The third verb is;

III. THEY FELL

Vs 11

"and fell down… "

 

Was there any special force or power that caused them to fall
down?

 

No!

 

They fell down before this child out of their own volition!

 

Christ today forces no one to fall down and call Him master!

 

The world has many philosophies and religions that make people
through some form of coercion do as they please. NOT CHRIST!

 

The forth verb is

IV. THEY WORSHIPPED

Vs 11

"and worshipped Him"

 

The word worshipped is one that includes song, adoration,
giving, BUT MOSTLY OBEDIENCE

 

The word translated worship originally was used to describe a
dog's relationship to his master.

 

There are two kinds of dogs that come to my mind right here;

One would be the bird dog.

As a teenager, my father owned English Pointers that we would
use to hunt Pheasant.

I always thought those dogs were so interesting to watch. They
absolutely loved to do what my dad owned them for! Whenever Dad
would get out the pickup and put on the canopy he used to haul the
dogs to the fields in, THEY WOULD GO CRAZY WITH EXCITEMENT!

In the field, although they were excited, they didn't just run
around wildly! They followed Dad's commands closely and kept their
eyes on him, being careful not to get so far ahead of us that they
scared the birds off rather than pointing them out to us

 

The other kind of dog is the sheep dog. Going to rodeos as often
as we did when I was growing up, we often saw sheep dogs working in
a demonstration during breaks.

Again, that the dogs enjoyed doing as their master commanded was
obvious! They were bread and trained to follow their master's
commands with the sheep and did the job flawlessly! Seeking only
their master's approval.

 

That is worship fleshed out!

 

We are worshipping Christ whenever we do as He has called us and
commanded us to do out of the motives of love and to please
Him!

 

A wise man still worships Christ!

 

The fifth verb;

V. THEY OPENED.

Vs 11

"and when they had opened their treasures…
"

 

A wise person doesn't try to hide things from God, but opens his
life before the Lord and allows God to have his way with him!

 

We have al kinds of treasures to open up before the Lord;

Our time. The most valuable things we possess, because it is so
limited!


	Our talents. Those talents we were born with, those skills we
have been trained in, those spiritual gifts God has given us. ALL
CAN BE OPENED UP TO THE LORD THAT HE CAN HAVE HIS WAY!

	Our treasures. Referring to the material things we have. The
Bible says, "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also."



I believe we can also turn that around and say, "Where your
heart is, there will your treasure be also." If a person's heart is
for the things of the Lord, he generally is generous with his
material goods in the things of the Lord!

 

After they had opened their treasures

the sixth verb is;

VI. THEY PRESENTED.

Vs 11

"they presented unto him gifts… "

 

We open up our treasures to the Lord in an attitude that
says,

"LORD IT ALL BELONGS TO YOU, DO WITH IT AS YOU PLEASE!"

 

But He doesn't take it all!  All God wants from us is the
willingness to give all to Him!

 

Finally,

VII. THEY DEPARTED

Vs 12

 

Herod had told them to return back to him and tell them where
the child was. They wisely refused to listen and went home another
way!

 

The wise Christian does not listen to the advise and counsel of
the worldly and unsaved, but, after he is saved, walks a new way,
He lives the rest of his life a different way than he had lived
before He came to Jesus!

 

Calling these men wise was right!

 

And we can be just as wise today!

If we will come to Jesus, for salvation,

 

AND THEN, LIVE THE REST OF OUR LIVES, NOT AS THE WORLD TELLS US,
BUT AS GOD TELLS US IN HIS HOLY WORD!

 

 










Chapter 32
Where Should Christ Be Born?





Matthew 2:1-6

Micah 5:2

 

I imagine everyone here today knows the tragic story how Herod,
when he heard that the wise men were seeking the child Jesus sought
out where he was to be born and had all of the children two and
under in the city of Bethlehem killed.

 

As tragic as the story is, I found a thought in there that was
not so tragic.

 

When Herod inquired of the priests and scribes, asking where the
Christ was to be born, they knew exactly.

 

The Scripture makes it sound as if there was no hesitation, no
study time necessary in order for them to answer Herod,

WHERE CHRIST SHOULD BE BORN.

 

While the priests and scribes were mistaken in a lot of other
matters concerning Christ, in this instance, they did know where to
find Him.

 

The passage they referred to was Micah 5:2 so let’s go there and
use it as our text today as I try to preach on

Where you will find Jesus.

 

The prophet Micah lived around 750 BC.

He was a contemporary of the better-known prophet, Isaiah, who
also preached about the coming Messiah.

 

Micah’s prophecy is one that concerns itself with the judgment
of the Jews.

But in the middle of the preaching about destruction and
judgment, God has Micah interject some very good news!

 


	It is good news that the Messiah is
coming

	It is good news that the judgment will one day
end

	It is good news that Israel will have a honest
leader

	It is good news that God had not given up on His own
people



 

It is good news whenever you find Jesus!

 

With that said let me show you three things in Micah 5:2

 

I. THE PLACE

And you will find Jesus where He says to find Jesus.

 

The Bible says Jesus should be born in Bethlehem of Ephrata, in
Judah.

 

A. That is a specific place.

The Bible says Jesus would be born in Bethlehem Ephrata because
there was more than one Bethlehem in the country of Israel.

 

It wasn’t like God said, “Jesus will be born in Bethlehem, but
all Bethlehem’s are basically the same, it won’t matter which one
you want to go to, just find the one you like the best!”

 

Can I just tell you that there may be more than one religion in
the world and there may be more than one doctrine in the world.

 

But there is only one that is from God?

 

This business about thinking that

All religions are fine, they all have the same goal and they all
have there strengths and weaknesses – just pick the one you like
the best and that will do HIS HOGWASH!

 

We spoke with a woman a couple of weeks ago who said she thought
that whatever you believed happens to you when you die is what will
happen.

 


	If the church you attend believes in heaven, then you
will go to heaven.

	If the religion you practice believes in reincarnation,
then you will be reincarnated.

	If the faith you participate in believes your soul will
meld into the cosmic oneness, then that is what will happen to
you.

	And if you believe that there is no life after death
then you just die and cease to exist.



 

That is one of the most incredible farces I have heard in a long
time!

 

And it is a terrible cop out.

“What ever I want to happen to me will”

 

That is not at all the truth!

You will only find Jesus


	Only find salvation from hell

	Only find forgiveness of sins

	Only find peace of mind and joy in your
heart



 

One place!

 

Jesus said

I am the way the truth and the life – no man cometh unto the
Father but by me!

 

That is specific.

 

 

B. That was not the most convenient place

For Jesus, Bethlehem, Ephrata was also not the most convenient
place to be born.

 

For one, Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth.

 

That is on the opposite side of the country.

 

That would be like traveling from Florida to Washington by bus,
the week the wife is due to deliver!

 

Then when they got to Bethlehem Ephrata, the city was packed
with people and there was not room in the Inn for them – they had
to stay in the stable and He was born in the manger.

 

That wasn’t what we would consider convenient.

 


	I guess this shoots down our excuses about how church
is too inconvenient to attend too often!

	This kind of ruins our excuses about why we can’t read
our Bibles more than we do.

	This spoils our excuses why we can’t pray more than we
do



 

Let me tell you something, you are not going to have a deep
abiding relationship with Jesus by seeing his face in a cloud!

 

Jer 29:13

And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall
search for me with all your heart. KJV

 

You find Jesus when you seek Him!

That means you stop what ever else you were doing and do that
only!

 

Bethlehem Ephrata was a specific place, an inconvenient place
and

 

C. That was not the most popular place

It was little among the thousands of Judah.

 


	Not the most popular

	Not the largest

	Not the fanciest place around.



 

Historically it is very clear that Jesus has never been in the
most popular of the religious societies.

 

Those who have come to a saving faith in Christ have seldom
found Him in the big powerful places.

 


	Martin Luther had to come out of Catholicism to find
Jesus

	One key reformer left the halls of the university and
found Jesus in a small gathering at a pub. (It was the only place
where it was safe to talk about the Bible)



 

While there are times when large structures are built to house
those who want to hear Christ preached in truth, the fact of the
matter is, He is most often found among a small band of believers –
not the most popular in town!

 

You will find Jesus where He says to look!

 

Secondly notice

II. THE PROPHECY

I want to revisit the fact that in Matthew 2:5, they knew where
Christ should be born by quoting the Bible.

 

You will find Jesus in the Bible.

 

A. In the Bible you find salvation from God

Joh 5:39

Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.
(KJV)

 

No one is ever saved outside of the Word of God!

 

The book of Romans says faith comes by hearing and hearing by
the Word of God.

 

1Peter 1:23

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for
ever. (KJV)

 

We get saved through the work of the Word of God in our
lives.

 

You will find Jesus here!

 

 

B. In the Bible you will find approval with
God

2 Tim 2:15

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth (KJV)

 

God’s plan is that a Christian experience more than
salvation.

 

While the most wonderful thing we can know is that our sins are
forgiven and we will go to heaven when we die, God has more for us
than that.

 

God wants us to learn


	How to live a life that please Him

	How to life a life that benefits others

	How to live a life that is happy for us.



 

All of that can only come from studying the Bible!

 

You will find Jesus in the Bible.

 

C. In the Bible you find the power of God

Matthew 22:29

Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not
knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.
(KJV)

 

There are times when we all start to wonder what is going on in
the world around us.

 


	There is so much crime and wickedness

	There is so much that appears unfair and
unjust.



 

We struggle with what is going on in the world and wonder where
God is.

 

But if you will study the Bible you will see how God is at work
in all that goes on around us!

 

You will find Jesus in the Bible!


	I see the place of Jesus’ birth in Micah
5:2

	I see the prophecy of Jesus’ birth in Micah
5:2



 

Finally I see

III. THE PERSON

“….whose goings forth have been from old, from
everlasting.”

 

That phrase tells us that Jesus is God.

 

You will find Jesus anyplace you find God.

 

A. Look in creation and you will find Jesus

John 1:1-3

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.

The same was in the beginning with
God.

All things were made by him; and without him was not
any thing made that was made.

 

Col 1:16

For by him were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him:

 


	Jesus is the voice the spoke all into
existence

	Jesus is the power that holds creation
together



 


	Look into the mountains and you will see
Jesus

	Look over the oceans and you will see
Jesus

	Look at the marvels of life and you will see
Jesus



 

Jesus is there in creation!

 

B. Look in a crisis and you will find Jesus

Isa 43:1-2

But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O
Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have
redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art
mine.

When thou passest through the waters, I will be with
thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt
not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon
thee. (KJV)

 

Jesus doesn’t always cause the crises of our lives, but He is
always there to help us get through them!

 

Remember Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego when they were cast into
the fiery furnace?

 

Old King Nebuchadnezzar looked inside the flames and saw all
three of them walking around unhurt.

What is more, He saw one like the Son of God in there with
them!

 

He will never leave you nor forsake you.

 

You put your faith in Him and He will see you through the worst
of crises!

 

C. Look in the conclusion of the world and you will find
Jesus.

Rev 1:7

Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall
see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the
earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.
(KJV)

 

Jesus is coming again!

 


	This is the blessed hope of the saints

	This is the culmination of God’s plan and

	This is the doom of the devil and those who have
followed him.



 

The first time He came it was as a baby in the manger

The second time it will be as a king from glory

 

The first time He came it was in the quiet little town of
Bethlehem

The next time He comes it will be so that every eye shall see
Him.

 

The first time He came it was to offer the kingdom

The next time He comes it will be to take over His kingdom.

 

The first time He came it was to seek and to save

The next time He comes it will be with those who are saved

 

Do you know Jesus as Saviour?

 

Today is the day to be saved!

 

The place

You’ll find Jesus where He says to look

The prophecy

You’ll find Jesus as you study His Word

The Person

You’ll find Jesus any place you find God.

 

 










Chapter 33
An Illustrated Christmas


 

Psalm 78:2

 

One of the things that I like about this time of year is that
there are so many things that can be used to illustrate spiritual
truth. 

 

While I am sure that Satan has his claws into the Christmas
season and uses all of the business and such to draw people’s minds
away from Spiritual truth—

 

—I am equally and more convinced that the Holy Spirit of God is
at work during this time of year as well.

 

While I know there are those that will claim the traditions and
such which surround this season are unholy, I would differ on that
position.

 

I challenge the notion that the Christmas traditions are
wicked.

 

I do not believe they are “spiritual” in nature, but they are
not inherently wrong either.

 

And I like to use which is so familiar to people at this time of
year to illustrate and point our spiritual truth.

 

Þ    For instance, a few years ago I received
a little story
about the candy cane.     The
story said that the inventor of that piece of candy designed it to
be a tool for witnessing for Jesus Christ.

 

While I do not know if the story is true, I do see how the candy
cane can be used to tell people about the Lord

 

v      White
- symbolizes the purity of Christ/ His virgin birth

v      Hard
symbolizes the truth that Christ is the Solid Rock upon which to
build our lives

v      Shape
is a "J" to symbolize the name Jesus.

v      Three red
stripes symbolize Christ's suffering for our
sins.

v      One large red
stripe symbolizes the blood of Christ, shed for our
salvation

 

Þ    Another symbol of the season that
makes a great illustration of Christian truths is the Christmas
tree.

 

v      It is an
Evergreen, which symbolizes the eternal life Christ
desires to give us.

v      The
ornaments upon the tree can symbolize the beauty,
glory, and majesty of Jesus Christ.  What a wonderful gift God
gave when he gave His Son!

v      And the gifts under
the tree can symbolize all the benefits of receiving
Christ as Saviour and following His will for your life:
Hope,
Forgiveness,
Help,
Friendship

 

Þ    Even Santa Claus can be used to
symbolize truths about the Lord!

That is not all good. 

 

So many use Santa, the sleigh, and other traditional Christmas
stories to divert their attention from Jesus.

 

I want to use the traditional Santa Claus this morning to
illustrate several important Christian doctrines:

 

There are at least 14 types I found,

For instance:

v      Santa lives at the
North Pole. 

The Bible says in Psalms 48:2 that Christ dwells in the "sides
of the North."

 

v      Santa lives in a
castle.

And the Scripture speak of the Mansions in our Heavenly Father's
house.

 

v      Santa has white
hair.

Revelation 1:14 says of the glorified Christ that "his head and
His hairs were white like wool, as white as snow."

 

 

I want to take three ways Santa symbolizes Christ and
concentrate on them for a minute for our message tonight:

 

I. SANTA KNOWS WHO’S NAUGHTY AND NICE

The song says

"He sees you when you're sleeping,

He knows when you're awake. 

He knows when you've been bad or good,

so be good for goodness sake!"

 

Even so, the Bible says that God knows all about us!

 

Proverbs 5:21

"For the ways of man are before the Lord and he pondereth all
his goings."

 

Proverbs 15:3

"The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and
the good."

 

One of the things we need to keep in mind is that GOD KNOWS

 

v      God knows the things
about us no one else knows

v      God sees when we do
things no on else sees

v      God knows the thoughts
and intents of our heart

v      God knows the
motivations for our actions, not just the results of
them.

 

AND GOD IS GOING TO GIVE REWARDS TO EACH OF US BASED UPON OUR
WORKS - WHETHER GOOD OR BAD!

 

II. SANTA WEARS RED CLOTHES

The Americana Encyclopedia says

"The beloved image of Santa Claus as a fat, jolly, bearded old
man derives from St. Nicolas, an austere looking 4th century
Catholic bishop of Asia Minor, who was noted for his good
works.  The idea of giving gifts associated with this saint
spread from Asia Minor to Europe and was brought to the United
States by early Dutch settlers.  The American writer
Washington Irving contributed to the concept of St. Nicolas as a
laughing holiday figure, and in 1822, Clement Moore composed "Twas
the Night Before Christmas" with its noted description.  But
the image of Santa in fur trimmed clothing that ultimately captured
the imagination was drawn in the United States by cartoonist Thomas
Nast in 1863."

 

So the picture of Santa in a Red Suit is not all that
old. 

 

While Nast was the man who made the modern concept of it being a
fur lined coat, It was from the Dutch image of Saint Nick in a Red
priest's robe that originally gave it that color.

 

That red suit is a good tool to teach about the Lord, because
the Bible says that Christ also wears a red Garment.

 

Revelation 19:13

"And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and His name
is called the Word of God."

 

Jesus' clothing is stained red with blood!

 

I have a message I like to preach about where that blood comes
from.

A. SOME OF IT COMES FROM HIS OWN BLOOD WHICH WAS SHED TO
SAVE OUR SOULS!

Rev 1:5

And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness,
and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of
the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in
his own blood, (KJV)

 

We Christians ought to thank God daily for the price Christ paid
that we could be saved!

 

During this season I think it is important for us to remember
Christ, not as a cute baby lying in a manger,

 

But as the spotless Lamb of God which came to give His life that
our sins could be forgiven!

 

B. SOME OF THAT BLOOD IS THE BLOOD OF THE SAINTS WHO
WERE MARTYRED IN THE NAME OF CHRIST.

Rev 16:5-6

And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O
Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged
thus.

For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets,
and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy.
(KJV)

 

Again, we owe a debt, not only to Christ, but to those
Christians before us, who dyed to preserve the message of salvation
for us!

 

C. MOST OF THAT BLOOD IS THAT OF THE LOST WHO WILL BE
JUDGED BY THE LORD AT HIS APPEARING!

 

Rev 14:19-20

And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered
the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the
wrath of God.

And the winepress was trodden without the city, and
blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by
the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.
(KJV)

 

We must all remember that God is not only love.

 

Our God is also a consuming fire.

 

And one day God will pour out his wrath upon all of the
unrighteous men who hold the truth in unrighteousness.

 

The Bible says Christ will tread the winepress of the fierceness
of his wrath.

 

God will not always endure to wickedness of the
wicked as He does in our day.

 

Today God is giving people grace to repent and receive
Christ.

 

But God has said "my Spirit will not always strive with
man."

 

So judgment is coming!

 

III. SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN!

There are now almost 6 billion people upon the earth. 

 

Someone said that if Santa Claus visited only 1 billion of those
homes on Christmas Eve, that would be 1157 homes per second!

 

But that is the idea of the tradition.  Santa Claus is
coming to town!

 

And that serves as a great reminder that, some day,

and I believe it could be very soon,

JESUS CHRIST IS COMING AGAIN!

 

When Jesus comes EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HIM

 

There will be no one who is left out.

 

Of course, some who see him will rejoice, and others will
weep.

 

BUT EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW BEFORE HIM and every tongue will
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord!

 

1. Jesus' coming will be a shock to those who don't
believe in Him.

 

2. Jesus' coming will be a curse to those who have
rebelled against Him.

 

3. And Jesus coming will be the greatest of all blessings to
those who have accepted Him as
Saviour!

 










Chapter 34
The Heavenly Christmas Tree





[9]

Isaiah 4:2; Zech 6:12; Rev 22:2

 

Years ago a Pastor named Charles Tindley was walking by a
large church building whose doors were open and many people, both
young and old, were moving in and out.

 

He stepped up to the doors of the church to see what was
happening and found a huge Christmas tree, stuffed with
packages.

 

He said there was a man who was taking each package one by
one and calling off the name written upon it.

 

He watched as each gift was given and the happy receivers
left.

 

Finally, the tree was bare, and all but a few people were
gone.

 

There was one little boy there, who was obviously poor, and
was really discouraged at not receiving a gift.

 

When the boy left the building, Pastor Tindley followed him
until he came to the doorstep of a home in a poorer section of
town.

 

He watched as the little boy looked each way, as if he
didn't want to go in empty handed, and then turned the knob and
entered.

 

Pastor Tindley said that tears fell from his eyes as he
cried out to the Lord;

"Will there ever be a day when the spirit of Christ
will so control the lives of people that everybody - old and young,
rich and poor will receive some token of love on
Christmas?"

 

I want to bring a message tonight entitled,

"The Heavenly Christmas Tree."

 

It was originally preached by Charles Tindley to a crowd of
several thousand.  When he gave the invitation, 110 people
accepted Christ as their personal Saviour.

 

I want you to picture with me tonight a huge Christmas tree.

The branches of the tree reach out far enough to enter every
home and reach every heart.

 

At the base of the tree are gifts enough for every man, woman
and child in all of the world.

 

This tree is named JESUS CHRIST.

 

The Bible says that one of Christ's names is THE BRANCH.

 

And, while Jesus was sent to this earth to be a gift,

HE HAS HIMSELF BECOME THE GREAT GIFT GIVER!

 

Exercise some faith this evening,

 

And let's gather around this heavenly Christmas Tree and see
what gifts are there!

 

I.  I SEE THE GIFT OF HOPE!

Titus 2:13 says

"Looking for that blessed
hope and
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ."

 

Maybe someone here feels like quitting.

 

Life has seemed so rough to you, you can't seem to get
ahead.

 

Pressures at work

Pressures at home

 

Demands and Conflicts are overwhelming you.

 

JESUS OFFERS HOPE!

 

Hope of a life free of sin,

Hope of a life free from guilt, and

Hope of a life free from fear!

 

Jesus offers us the hope of a future walking streets of gold

 

The Christian has hope!

 

And this gift of hope is available to each of us today!

 

There is another package under the tree:

II. I SEE THE GIFT OF FORGIVENESS.

This is beyond a doubt the most costly gift there!

 

The eternal God of Heaven had to die, to shed His own blood to
purchase this gift for us.

 

But it is offered to all - free of charge, just for the
accepting.

 

Nobody has ever had their sins forgiven by any good deed they
have done.

 

Only through Christ and His blood can we be cleansed from our
sin guiltiness.

 

It is therefore most important that we receive this wonderful
gift!

 

Look under the tree:

III. I SEE ANOTHER GIFT THERE CALLED
HELP !

Hebrews 4:16 says

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to
help in
time of need!

 

Some people say think they are not strong enough to live the
Christian life.

 

Many are afraid to become Christians because they don't believe
they will be able to "keep it up."

 

But the truth is

NONE OF US ARE ABLE TO LIVE LIKE CHRISTIANS SHOULD - SO CHRIST
OFFERS US HELP!

 

Christ has been through everything we are going through yet
without sin, AND HE WANTS TO LEAD US AND GIVE US THE STRENGTH TO
MAKE IT THROUGH!

 

And again, IT IS A GIFT OFFERED TO ALL, if we will only accept
it as ours.

 

IV. CAN YOU SEE THE PACKAGE UNDER THE TREE NAMED
FRIENDSHIP?

Prov 18:24

A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly:
and there is a friend
that sticketh closer than a brother.
(KJV)

 

Everybody needs friends, and we them to be good ones!

 

—I have been happily married now for 16
years.

Anita is my companion and my best friend.

 

—We have two of the greatest kids in the world!  I
can't even describe the joy Bo and Caleb bring to my
heart!

 

—Within this church there are people that I hold as dear
and precious friends.

 

Yet, even amongst these very fulfilling relationships, I still
miss one of my closest friends.

 

—He was the man who originally took me to
church

—He was the one who taught me to love the
Bible,

— And to listen to my Pastor.

 

—He was even the best man at Anita and I's wedding!

 

I don't get to see Mike Riggs more than once every few
years.

 

But I think about him all the time.

 

I use that to illustrate how important friendships are.

 

And to point out what a blessing that Christ is "a
friend that sticketh closer than a brother"

 

No matter where we travel,

HE TRAVELS WITH US!

 

No matter what we may do - HE IS BESIDE US!

 

Years will not separate us -

And once we have become His friend, He will not forsake us even
when we forsake Him!

 

In Jesus, we are offered the very best friend we will ever
know!

 

There is another gift under the tree;

V. I SEE THE GIFT MARKED "A HOME IN
HEAVEN."

There are some people who have a difficult time relating to some
of the other gifts I have described tonight.

 

You are maybe thinking to yourself;

 

"I am happy"

"I have friends"

"I have a good life."

 

It might be that this gift of a home in heaven will appeal a
little more to you!

 

No matter how nice your things may be,

 

They are temporary.


           
Nothing we own will last. And,

 


           
If they do, we will eventually die and leave them here anyway!

 

Jesus offers to you a home in heaven.

 

In John 14:2-3, Jesus said

In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for
you.

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
(KJV)

 

This is a home that exceeds everything in our wildest
imaginations.

 

More than a house - IT’S A MANSION- made of pure gold!

 

We'll experience nothing but happiness when we get to that
home.

AND IT WILL LAST FOREVER

 

But, best of all, just like all the rest of these presents from
the Lord -IT IS FREE, if we will just trust Christ and take it by
faith!

 

One last time take a look of faith at THE BRANCH OF THE LORD the
heavenly Christmas Tree.

 

Can you see any gift you need?

Hope


           
Forgiveness


                       
Help


                                   
Friendship, or


                                               
A Home in Heaven

 

They are all free - Christ's gift to you and me.

 

But, by faith, we must reach out and receive each and every one,
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

 

How does one receive Christ?

 

Let me show you quickly -

 

Rom 10:9-13

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness;
and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.

For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him
shall not be ashamed.

For there is no difference between the Jew and the
Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon
him.

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved. (KJV)

 

A.  Confess With Our Mouth's the Lord Jesus
Christ.

If you really believe that you are a sinner, you will want to
repent of your sins, to turn away from them, to turn to a new kind
of life.

 

Confess that you are a sinner to the Lord and confess to him
that you believe he is God and Able to forgive you.

 

B. Believe in Your Heart that Christ Rose From The
Dead.

This is more than just believing that it happened.

 

IT IS BELIEVING THAT IT HAPPENED SO YOU COULD BE SAVED!

 

You believe that, if you ask Him to, Jesus can save you from
Hell and take you to heaven.

 

C. Call upon the Name of the Lord

This is merely taking what we confess to believe and putting
some action to it.

 

We call out to Christ in prayer and ask Him to come into our
hearts and save us.

 

The Bible says that, if we will do that, WE SHALL BE SAVED.

 

Nothing else is necessary!

 

Once a person is saved, they naturally want to learn more about
pleasing God.

 

But all we need to do in order to be saved in call upon Christ
with a sincere and trusting heart.

 

And receive all the gifts Christ has to offer!

 










Chapter 35
Have You Heard?





Luke 2:8-18

 

Christmas time is one of the most unusual of the whole year.

 


	One the one hand we hear all the fluff about peace, and
good will toward man.

	On the other we know that there will be more suicides
at Christmas than any other time of the year.



 


	On the one hand we sing about Silent Night, Holy
Night

	On the other, we complain about the hustle and bustle
and big business of Christmas



 

The fact of the matter is, while almost the whole world is aware
of Christmas, and a good portion of the world will observe
Christmas…

 

Almost no one this Christmas Season will hear why Christmas
is

 

And in that vein, Christmas 2010 may not be too much different
than that first Christmas, just over 2000 years ago.

 

The night Jesus Christ was born, just a hand full of those who
could have heard - did.

 

I. THE ANGELS BROKE THE SILENCE TO THE
SHEPHERDS

Luke 2:8-13

 

I don't know about you, but this looks like something someone
else may have seen and heard too, if they had been listening and
watching.

 

The word "saying" in verse 13 means "to break silence."

 

I do not see this event as a quiet one.

 

Somehow most people missed it.

 

II. THE SHEPHERDS MADE THE NEWS KNOWN
ABROAD

Luke 2:15-17

 

I understand their technology was limited so when the Bible says
"they made known abroad" it probably
doesn't mean thousands of people had access to their message.

 

But it does mean they made what the angels had said very
public.

 

But I still don't see the multitudes catching the message.

 

III. TWO ELDERLY PEOPLE SAW CHRIST KEEP HIS
PROMISES

Luke 2:22-38

 


	Simeon, had been promised by God that he would not see
death until he had seen Jesus.

	Anna, had been serving in the temple for many years and
had also been watching for Christ’s coming.



 

In every town there are those who serve the Lord and wait for
His promise.

 

Those people always find that God shows himself real to
them.

 

IV. THE WISE MEN SAW THE STAR AND KNEW THE SAVIOUR HAD
BEEN BORN

Matthew 2:1-12 KJV

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in
the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the
east to Jerusalem,

Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews?
for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship
him.

When Herod the king had heard these things, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.

And when he had gathered all the chief priests and
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ
should be born.

And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for
thus it is written by the prophet,

And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the
least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a
Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men,
enquired of them diligently what time the star
appeared.

And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and
search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him,
bring me word again, that I may come and worship him
also.

When they had heard the king, they departed; and,
lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it
came and stood over where the young child was.

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding
great joy.

And when they were come into the house, they saw the
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped
him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto
him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

And being warned of God in a dream that they should
not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another
way.

 

They came from their far eastern country to the capital of
Israel—Jerusalem—to see what they could learn about the location of
the birthplace of the King of Israel.

 

Because three different kinds of gifts were presented by the
wise men to Jesus, tradition says there were three wise men.

 

The Bible does not tell how many wise men there were.

 

Here is the thing - they followed a star.

 

That had to have been seen by many many others - but almost no
one "got it" and looked for the Saviour.

 

V. WORD SPREAD TO JERUSALEM AND IT GOT TO THE
KING

Matthew 2:1-6 KJV

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in
the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the
east to Jerusalem,

Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews?
for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship
him.

When Herod the king had heard these things, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.

And when he had gathered all the chief priests and
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ
should be born.

And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for
thus it is written by the prophet,

And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the
least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a
Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.

 

When the Wise men began asking about the Saviour


	The king heard

	The priests heard

	The whole city of Jerusalem heard



 

But instead of coming to the Saviour, they were troubled at the
news

 

Conclusion:

Just as it happened the night when Jesus came, this Christmas
-

 


	Some will ignore the signs of the Saviour

	Some will be troubled at the message of the Saviour
but

	Someone will come to worship the King and place saving
trust in the Saviour



 

Which will you be?

 

 

 










Chapter 36
The Gift That Keeps Giving





John 3:16

 

Should I tell you this?

 

I have already opened some Christmas presents!

 

I am like a kid about these kids of things. I love presents,
giving and getting them.

 

But these presents…. Though the thought was wonderful, the gifts
themselves are already in the trash. One didn't work out of the
box. The other didn't make it home before it was broken.

 

Those gifts may be extreme examples, but the real truth is, most
of those gifts we receive will eventually either


	Break

	Wear out

	Become obsolete or

	We will simply lose interest in them



 

And that isn't counting those gifts of food and sweets that will
be consumed before the Christmas season is over.

 

It is no wonder that the marketing teams of the world are
constantly out to promote "a gift that keeps on giving."

 

It is an illusive dream; one item that is enjoyed in perpetuity
beginning at the moment of its presentation.

 

The ironic thing is that the true Christmas is all about the
only gift that really does keep on giving; when God gave His only
begotten Son.

 

I. HE KEEPS ON GIVING SALVATION TO THOSE WHO ASK
HIM

1 Timothy 4:10 KJV

For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach,
because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men,
specially of those that believe.

 


	Two thousand years ago

	Ten years ago

	Two hundred years from now



 

Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved

 


	The message never wears out

	The power of Christ never loses its power

	The work of Christ on the cross never runs out of its
ability to save



 

The gift God gave keeps on giving salvation

 

II. HE KEEPS ON GIVING REST TO THOSE WHO LEAN ON
HIM

Matthew 11:28 KJV

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.

 

When I came to Christ to be saved, I needed some
reassurance.

 

My life was in a mess and I knew it


	I was afraid

	I was distracted with sin

	I was confused about life



 

But when I got saved Jesus gave me


	Peace of heart

	Purpose for life and

	Direction for my future



 

And it has always been that way.

 

It is true that I can still get afraid, distracted and confused.
But it is still true that when I will lay my burdens on Christ I
find peace and joy and rest.

 

The gift that God gave still gives today.

 

Third

III. HE KEEPS ON GIVING HOPE TO THOSE WHO LOOK FOR
HIM

Titus 2:13 KJV

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ;

 

This may be the most challenged point of the gift. Over the
years the lost have found reason to mock the coming of Christ -
since from the beginning all things continue as they
were.

 

And even the average Christian may drop his head and close his
eyes and say within himself, "Where is the promise of
His coming?"

 

For me, Christmas is one of the greatest pieces of encouragement
when I wonder why Jesus is taking so long.

 

God's first promise of Christ's coming was made four thousand
years before Jesus was born in the manger and God
became flesh and dwelt among us.

 

Who know how many hundreds of thousands of Jews gave up on God's
promise?

 

By the time Christ came, even the religion of the Jews weren't
looking for Him any more.

 

But …..

Galatians 4:4 KJV

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the
law,

 

They were the minority, but there were some who still looked for
His appearing:

Mary, who became His mother

Joseph, the obedient husband

 

Simeon, who "waited for the consolation of
Israel" and

Luke 2:27-31 KJV

And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the
custom of the law,

Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God,
and said,

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word:

For mine eyes have seen thy
salvation,

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all
people;

 

Anna, the prophetess

Luke 2:38 KJV

And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise
unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for
redemption in Jerusalem.

 

God kept His promise and those who waited were not
disappointed.

 

It has only been two thousand years since the promise of His
second coming.

 

And Christmas reminds me that, God will keep His promise; and
those who wait will not be disappointed.

 

Paul wrote

2 Timothy 4:7-8 KJV

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith:

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me
at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love
his appearing.

 

May we keep the faith and we look for His appearing.
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